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To bis much Honoured and Beloved Kinſman, 
Mr. John Flavell of London, Merchant, 
and his Vertuous Conſort ; The Author 
wiſheth Grace, Mercy, and Peace. 


Hy dear and bonoured Friends, 

F my Pen were bothable, and at leiſure to get Glory in 
Paper, it would be but a Paper-glory when T had got- 
ten it: burif by diſplaying (which is the defgn of 

theſe Papers) the tranſcendent Excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, I 
may win Glory to him from you, ro whom I humbly offer 
them, or from any other into whoſe hands Providence ſhall 
caſt them ; that will be Glory indeed, and an occaſion of 
glorifying God to all Eternity. | 

It is not the deſign of this Epiitle to compliment, but to 

benefit you ; not to blazon your Excellencies, but Chriff's ; 
not to acquaint the World how much you have exdearedme 
to your ſelf, but to increaſe and ſtrengthen the Endearments 
betwixt Chriſt and you, upon your part. I might indeed 
(this being a proper place for it) pay you my Acknowledg- 
ments for your great Kindneſfſes to me and mine ; of which 
I aſſure youT have, and ever ſhall have deep Reſentmeats : 
but you andTI are Theatre enough to one another, and can 
ſatisfy our ſelves with the incloſed Comforts and Delights of 
our mutual Love and Friendſhip: but let me tell you, the 
whole World is not a Theatre large enough, to ſhew the 
Glory of Chriſt upon, or unfold the one half of the unſearch- 
able Riches that lie hid in him. Theſe things will be far 
better underſtood, and ſpoken of in Heaven, by the noon- 
day Divinity in which the immediately illuminated Aﬀem- 
bly do there preach his Praiſes, than by ſuch a ſtammering 
Tongue, and ſcribling Pen as mine, which dothr but mar 
them. : 

A 2 Alas! 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Alas! I write his Praiſes but by Moon-light ; I cannot 
praiſe him ſo much as by halves. Indeed, no_ Tongue but 
his own (as Nazianzer ſaid of Baſil) is ſufficient to under- 
take that Task. What ſhall I ſay of Chriſt ? The excelling 
Glory of that Qbje& dazles all Apprehenſion, ſwallows up 
all Expreſſion. When we have borrowed Metaphors from 
every Creature that hath any Excellency or lovely Property 
init, till we have ſtript the whole Creation bare of all its 
Ornaments, and clothed Chriſt with all that Glory ; when 
we have worn our Tongues tothe ſtumps, in aſcribing Prail- 
es to him, alas! we have done nothing, when all is done. 
Yet wo is me! how do I every day behold reaſonable 
Souls moſt unreaſonably diſaffeted to my lovely Lord Jeſus! 
denying Love to one, who is able to compel Love from the 
Ronieſt Heart! yea, tho they can never make ſo much of 
their Love (would they ſer it to ſale) as Chrilt bids for ir. 
" Ir's horrid and amazing to ſee how the Minds of many 
are captivated and inſnared by every filly trifle ; and how 
others can indifferently turn them with a kind of ſpontanei- 
ty to this Obje&, or to that (as their fancy ſtrikes) among 
the whole Univerſe of Beings, and ſcarce ever reluQtate, re- 
coil, or nauſcate, till they be perſwaded to Chrilit ; and then 
*tis as ealy to melt the obdurate Rocks into [weet Syrup, as 
their Hearts into divine Love. | | 
How do the great Men of the World ambitiouſly court 
the Honours and Pleaſures of it ? the Merchants of the Earth 
trade and ſtrive for the dear-bought Treaſures. of it ; whilſt 
the Price of Chriſt (alas! ever too low) falls every day low- 
er and lower upon the Exchange of this. World !. I ſpeak it 


as a ſad Truth, if there were no quicker a Trade (as dead 


as they ſay itis) for the periſhing Treaſures of the Earth 
than there is for Chriſt this day in England, the Exchange 
would quickly be ſhut up, and all the Trading Companies 
diffolv*d. | | 

Dear Sir, Chriſt is the peerleſs Pearl hid in the field, 


Mat. 23.46. Will you be that wiſe Merchapt that reſolves to. 
| win. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to win and compaſs that Treaſure, whatever it ſhall coft 
you? Ah Sir, Chriſt is a Commodity that can never be 
bought toodear. | 

'My dear Kinſman, my Fleſh and my Blood ; my Soul 
thirſteth for your Salvation, and the Salvation of your Fa- 


. mily. Shall you and I reſolve with good Joſbaa, that what- 


ever others do, we and our Families will ſerve the Lord ? That 
we will walk as the Redeemed of his Blood, ſhewing forth 
his Vertues and Praiſes in the World ? that as God hath made 
us one in Name, a:d one in AﬀeCtion ; ſo we may be one 
in Chriſt: That it may be ſaid of us, as it was of Anſtis 
and Alippircs long ago, that they were ſanguine Chriſti con- 
2lutinats, glued together by the Blood of Chriſt. 

For my own part, I havegiven in my Name to him long 
ſince; wo to me, if I have not givenin my Heart alſo: 
for ſhould I deceive my ſelf in ſo deepa point as that, how 
would my Profeſſion as a Chriſtian, my Calling asa Miniſter, 
yea, thele very Sermons now in your hands, riſe in judg- 
ment ro condemn me ? which God forbid. 

And doubtleſs, Sir, your Eyes have ſeen both the vanity 
of all Creatures, and the neceſſity and infinite worth of 
Chriſt. You cannot forget whara Vanity the World ap- 
peared toyou, when inthe year 1668, you were ſummon- 
ed by the Meſſengers of Death (as you and all that were 
about you then apprehended) to ſhoot the Gulf of vaſt Eter- 
nity ; when a malignant Fever and Pleuriſy (whereof your 


* Phyſician hath given an account to the World) did ſhake * peg. 
the whole frame of che Tabernacle wherein your Soul Thom- 


through Mercy 'yet dwells; andlong may it dwell there, * 


for the ſervice and praiſe of your great Deliverer. I hope p. 51, 


you have not, nor ever wlll forget how the vain World-then 
appeared to your Eye; when you looked back (as it were 
over your ſhoulder) and {aw how it ſhrunk away from you. 
Nor will you ever torget the awful apprehenfions of Eterni= 
ty, that then ſeized your ſpirit, or the Value you then had 
for Chriſt ; which. things I hope ſtill do, and ever will 
remain with you. - a And 


Ep. $Þ Re 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

And for you, Dear Couſin, as it becomes a Danghter of 
Sarah, let your Sou! be adorned *with the Excellencies of 
Chriſt, and Beauties of Holineſs. A King from Heaven 
makes ſuit for your Love, If heeſpouſe your Soul now, he 
will fzich it home to himſelf at death in his Chariot of Sal- 
vation; and great ſhall be your Joy, when the Marriage of the 
Lamb is come. Look often upon Chrift in this Glaſs ; he 
is fairer than rhe Children of men. View him believingly, 
and you cannot but like and love him. For (as one well 
ſaith) Love when it ſeeth, cannot but caſt out its Spirit and 
Strength upon amiable Objeiis, and things love-worthy. And 
what fairer thing than Chriſt ! O fair Sun, and fair Moon, and 
fair Stars, and fair Flowers, and fair Roſes, and fair Lilies, 
and fair Creatures ! but O ten thouſand, thouſand times fairer 
Lord Jeſus ! Alas, Iwronged him, in making the compariſon 
this way. O black Sun and Moon; but O fair Lord Feſw! 0 


black Flowers; and black Lilies, and Roſes ; but O fair, fair, 


ever fair Lord Jeſus! O all fair things, black, deformed and 


without Beauty, when ye are ſet beſide the faireſt Lord Jeſws. 


O black Heavens, but O fair Chriſt ! O black Angels, but O 


ſurpaſſingly fair Lord Jeſus ! 


I hope you both are agreed with Chriſt, according to the 
Articles of Peace propounded to you in the Goſpel ; and that 
you are every day driving on Salvation-work, betwixt him 
and you in your Family, and in your Cloſets. 

And now my dear Friends, af thele Diſcoveries of Chriſt, 
which T humbly offer to your hands, may be any way uſe- 
ful to your Souls, to aſſiſt them either in obtaining, orin 
clearing their Intereſt in him, my Heart ſhall rejoice, even 
mine : for none under Heaven can be more willing (tho ma- 
ny are more able) to help you thither, than1s 


Your moſt affeQtionate and obliged 


Kinſman and Servant, 
Frem my Study 1n 
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To the Chriſtian Readers, epecially thoſe 
in the Town and Corporation of Dartmouth, and 
Parts adjacent ; who have either befriended, or 
attended theſe Lectures. | 


Honoured, and Worthy Friends, 
a < Nowledg is Man's Excellency above the "Beaſts that pe- 


riſh, Plal.32.9. the Kzowledg of Chriſt is the Chriſtian's 
b Excellency above the Heathen, 1 Cor. 1.23, 24. Prac- 
tical and ſaving Knowledg of Chriſt is the ſincere Chriſtian's Ex- 
cellency above the ſelf-cozening' Hypocrite, . Heb. 6.4, 6. but me- 
thodical and well-digeſted 'Kyowledg of Chriſt # the ſtrong 
p Chriſtian's Excellency above the weak, Heb. 5.12,13, I4. A 
bs ſaving, tho an immethodical knowledg of Chriſt, will bring utts 
Y Heaven, Joh. 17.2, but a regular,” and methodical, as well as 
© ſaving knowlede of hins, will bring Heaven into us," Col. 2. 3,3. 
i For ſuch is the Excellency thereof, even above all other know-, 
k ledg.of Chriſt, that it renders the Underſtanding judiciow, the 
fe Memory tenacious, and the Heart highly and fixedly jojowe. 
- How it ſerves to confirm and perfed the Underſtanding, is ex- 
cellently diſcovered by a worihy Divine of our own, in theſewords. | 
* A young ungrounded Chriſtian, when he ſeeth all the, 37-3 
* fundamental Truths, and ſceth good Evidenceand Reaſons re#ims 


bn *of them, perhaps may be y<t ignorant of the right order 4s yk 
* * and place of every Truth : It's a rare thing to have young ;1.;-. 
f? * Profeflors to underſtand the neceſſary Truths methodically ; fabliſe- 


<* and this isa very great defe&, For a great part of the uſe- 7%,P-96- 
: *fulneſs and excellency of particular Truths, conſiſteth inthe 
f <« reſpe&t-they have to one another. This therefore will be a 
be ** confiderable part of your Confirmation, and growth in 
FE * your Underſtandings, to ſee the Body of the Chriſtian 
by © Doctrine as it were at one view, as the ſeveral parts of it are 
< united in one perfett Frame z and to know what aſpe@ one 


** Point hath upon another, and which is their due places. 
a 2 « There 


The Epiſtle to the Readers. 


<< There is a great difference b=twixt the fight of the ſeveral 
« parts of a Clock-or Watch, as they are disjointed and ſcat. 
* teredabroad, and the ſceing of them conjoined, and in uſe 
*« and motion. To. ſee herea Pin, and there a Wheel, and 
® not know how to ſet them all together, nor ever fee them in 
& their due places, will give but little fatisfaftion: it is the 
&% frame and deſign of holy Doctrine that muſt be known, and 
« every part ſhould be diſcerned as 1t hath its particular uſe to 
« that Deſign, and as it is conneted with the other parts. 

* By this means only caf the true nature of Theology, to- 
«gether with the harmony and perfeQion of Truth,be clear- 
&« Iy underſtood. And every ſingle Truth alſo will be much. 
& better perceived by him that ſeeth its place and order, than 
« by any other: for one Truth excceding]y illuſtrates, and 
& leads in another into the Underſtanding Study there- 
« fore to grow in the more methodical knowledg of the ſame 
« Truths, which you have received 3 and tho you are not 
< yet ripe enough to diſcern the whole Body of Theology in 


« due method, yet ſee fo muck as you haveattained to know, 


* in the right order, and placing of every part. As in Ana- 
* tomy, it's hard for the wiſeſt Phyſician to diſcern the courſe 
< of every branch of the Veins and Arteries ; but yet they 
* may eaſily diſcern the place and order of the principal 
< parts, and greater Veſlcls, (ard ſurely in the body of Religi- 
& on there runs not 4 branch of greater or more ntceſſary Truth thave 
« theſe) ſoit is in Divinity, where no man hath a perfe& view 
<* of the whole, till he come to the ſtate of perfe&tion with 
«* God; but every truc Chriſtian hath the knowledg of all 
< the Eſſentials, and may know the orders, and places of them 
& all. | 

Ard as it ſerves torender the Mind more judicious, ſo it caxſes 
the Memorv to be more tenaciow, and reteriive of Iruths, The 
Chain of Truth is eaſily beld in tie Memory, when one Truth links 
in another 5, but the looſing of a Link endangers the ſcattering of 


®rdo eſt the whole Chain. We uſe to ſay, Order is the mother of Memo- 


macter me- 
maoriz. 


ry; Law ſureittfa ſingular Friend to it : Hence it's obſerved, 
thoſe 
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The Epiſtle to the Readers. 
theſe that write of the Art of Memory, lay ſo great 4 {irej: 11504 
Place and Number. The Memory would not ſo ſoon be ovey- 
charged with a multitude of Truths, if that multitude wer: bt or- 
derly diſpoſed. It's the incoherence, anda confuſton of Trith:, ra- 
ther than their numver, that diſtrads. Let but the Underſtands 
ing receive them regularly, and ihe Memory will retain them with 
amuch more facility, Abad Memory is acommon complaint among 
Chriſtians. AU the benefit that many of you have in hearing, is 


from the preſent injluence of Truths upon your Hearts, There is 


but little that ſticks by you, to make @ ſecond and third Impreſſion 

upon them. 1 know it may be ſaid of ſome of you, that if your At 

fections were not better than your Memories, you would need a 

wery large Charity to paſs for Chriſtians. I confeſs it's better to- 
bave a well-ordered. Beart, than a methodical Head ; but ſurely 

both are better than either, And for you that have conſtantly at- 

tended theſe Exerciſes, and followed us through the whole ſeries, 
and dedudion of theſe Truths, from Text 1o Text, and from Point 

zo *Point 5 who have begun one Sabbath, where you left another 3 

#t will be your inexcuſable fault, if theſe things be not fixed in your 
Urnderſtandings and Memories, as Nails faſtned in a ſuve place 3 
eſpecially ſince Providence hath now brought to your eyes,what hath 
been ſo often ſounding in your ears, which is no- ſmall help io fix 
theſe Truths upon you, and prevent that great hazard of them, 
which commonly attends bare hearing : for now you may have re- 

courſe as often as you will to them, view, and review them, till. 
they become your own. 

"But tho this be a great, and (ingular advantage, yet it is wot 
all zou may have by a methodical underſtanding of the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt : [t's more than a judicious underſtanding there, 
or faithful remembring them, that you and 1 muſt deſign, even the- 
warm, vital animating 1nfiuences of theſe Truths upon our Hearts, 
without which we ſhall be never the better ;,. yea, much the worſe ſor- 
knowing and remembring them. 

Truth is the ſanitifying Inſbrument, Joh. 17.17; the Monld 
3nto which our Souls are caſt, Rom. 6.17. according therefore to 
the Stamps aud Impreſſions it makes upon our Onderſtandings, 


and 


The Epiltle to the Readers. 


and the order in which Truths lie there, will be the depth, and 

laftingneſs of their Impreſſions and Infinences upon. the Heart ; as 
the more Weight is laid upon the Sea', the more fair and laſting 
Impreſs is erade upon the lax. He that fees the grounds and rea- 
ſons of his Peace and Comfort moſt clearly, is like to maintain it 
the more conſtantly. 

Great therefore is the advantage Chriſtians have by ſuch metho- 
dical Syſtems. Surely they may be ſet down among the deſidera- 
ta Chriltianorum, the oft deſired things of Chriſtians, 

* My. Divers worthy modern Pens have indeed undertaken this noble 


Wail's Subject before me 5 ſome more * ſaccin@ly, others more | copiouſiy 


None bur 


Chriſt, Theſe have done worthily, "and their praiſes are in the Ghurches of 


+ Mr.I/aac Chriſz ;, yet ſuck a Breadth there 7s in the Knowledg of Chriſe, 
my that rot only thoſe who have written on this Subjed before me, but 
15 Look- p . 

ing to Je- 4 #20nſand Authors more may imploy their Pens afier us, and not 

ſus, one interfere with, or ſtraiten another. | 
4nd ſuch is the Deliciouſnels of this Subje@, that were there 
ten thonſand Volumes written upon it, they wollld never cloy, or 
become nauſeous to a gracious Heart.: We uſe to ſay one thing 
tires, ard it s true that it doth ſo, except that one thing be virtu- 
ally, and eminently all things, as Ghriſtl is and them one thing 
can never tire: For ſuch is the variety of Sweetneſs in Chriſt, 
who is the deliciz humani generis, the Delights of the Children 
of then, that every tinre he is opened to Believers, from "Pulpit 
or Preſs, it is as if Heaven had furuiſhed them with a new Chriſt ; 

and yet he is the ſame Chriſt ſtill. 

+ The Synopſis prefixed to this Treatiſe, will ſhew you, that the 
w Method is wholly new 5 andthe Treatiſe it ſelf will ſatisfy you, 
that I have not boaſted in another man's Line, of things made 
ready to my hand : which I ſpeak net in the leaſt to win ary praiſe 
to my ſelf fromthe Ondertaking, but to remove Prejudices from 
# ; for I ſee more defe&s in it, than moſt of my Readers will ſee, 
and can forethink more Faults to be found in it, than I ſhall now 
ſtand to tell thee of, or make anſwer for. It was written in a time 
of great Diftradions ; and didſft thou but know how oft this 
Work hath died, and revived under my hand, thou wouldſt won- 
der that ever it came to thine. I 
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The Epiſtle to the Readers. 


T am ſenſible it may fall under ſome cenſorions (it may be en- 
vieus) Eyes, and that far different Judgments will paſs upon it 5 
or pro captu lectoris habent ſua tata libelli: ad no wonder if 
a Treatiſe of Chriſt be, when Chriſt 15-mjelf was ts ſome a ſtore 
of ſtumbling, and a rock of off.nce. I expe? net to pleaſe e- 


very Reader, eſpecially the enviows 5 magna debet elle eloquen: Senec: 


tia, que invitis placet. 41t is as hard for ſome to l0k upon other 
mens Gifts without Envy, as it is to lock upon their own without 
Pride : nor will [ be any further concerned with ſuch Readers, 
than to pity them 5 well knowing that every proud Contempt,” and 
envious Cenfure is a Granado that breaks in the hand of him that 
caſts it, 

"But to the ingenious and candid Reader, 1 owe ſatisfadion 
for the Obſcurity of ſome parts of this Diſcourſe occaſioned by the 
conciſeneſs of the Stile 3 to which I have this only to ſay, that I was 
willing to crowd as much matter as 1 could into this number of 
Sheets in thy hand, that 1 might therein eaſe thee, beth in thy 
pains, and purſe. I confeſs theſe Sermons were preached in a 
more relaxed ſiile, and moſt of theſe things were inlarged in the 
Pulpit, which are deſignedly contrafted in the Preſs, that the 
Voluma might not ſmelt above the ability of common Readers, And. 
it was my purpoſe at firſt to have compriſed the ſecond Part, viz, 
the Application of the Redemption that is with Chrift unto 
Sinners, iz o#e Volume, which occaſioned the contration of this. 
but that making a juſt Volume it ſelf, mmſt await another Seaſon to 
ſeethe light, If the Reader will be but 4 little the more intent, 
and conſiderate in reading, this Conciſeneſs will turn to his ad- 
vantage. | 

This may ſufjice to ſhew the uſefulneſs of ſuch Compoſures, and 
to prevent offence ; but ſomething yet rem<ins with me, toſay to the 
Readers in general, to thoſe of this Town in ſpecial, and to 
the Flock committed by Chriſt to my (harge, more eſpecially. 

I. To Readers ia general, according as their different ſtates 
and conditions may ve, tiere are ſix things earneſtly tobe requeſt- 
ed of them - | 

(1.) If you be yet ſtrangers to Chriſt, let theſe things begin, 


AN 65.+ 


uam 
mulci fa- ſaving lntereſt in him, This is the common and fatal Error in 


pnmiſlenr, 
niſi ſe pri- 


The Epiſtle to the Readers. 
and beget your firſt acquaintance with him. 1 aſſure thee, Read- 
er, it . Ig —_— {ow of the deſign thereof; and bere (5 net 
find many DireFions, Helps, and ſweet Incouragements, to aſſiſt 

"a poor Stranger, as thou art, in that great Work, Say not, 1 am 
an Enemy to Chriſt, and there is no hope of "Reconciliation z for 
here thou wilt ſet, how God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
World to himſelf. Say not, All this is nothing, except God bad 
#old thee ſo, and appointed ſome to treat with thee about it ; forhe 
hath committed unto us the Word- of this Reconciliation. 
Say not, Tea, that may be from your own Pity, and Compaſſion 
for ms, and not from any Commiſſion you have for it 3 for we are 
Ambaſladours for Chriſt, 1 Cor. 5. 19. 

Say not, O but my Sins are greater than can be forgiven ; the 
difficulties of my Salvation too great 60 be overcome, eſpecially by a 
poor Creature as I am, that am able to do nothing, no not to raiſe 
one penny towards the diſcharge of that great Debt I owe to God: 


| for herethow wilt find upon thy Union with Chriſt, that there is 


Merit erongh in his Blood, and Mercy enough in his Bowels to 
juſtify, and ſave ſuch an one as thou art, Vea, and I will add for 
thine incouragement, that it is a righteow thing with God to juſti- 
fy and ſave thee, that carſt not pay him one penny of all the vaſt 
Sums thou oweſt him, when by the ſame FReale of Fuſtice he con- 
demns the moſt ſtrict, ſelf-righteows *Phariſee that thinks thereby 
#0 quit ſcores with him. It is righteow for a Judgto caſt him that 
hath paid nincty nine pounds of the hundred which he owed, be- 
cauſe the Payment was not full; and toacquit him, whoſe Surety 
hath paid all, tho himſelf did n0t, and freely confeſs that be cannot 
pay one furthing of the whole Debt. 

(2.) If thou be a ſelf-decerving Soul, that eaſily takeſt up thy 
fatisfaGion about thine Intereſt in Chriſt, look 10 it as thou valueſt 
thy Soul, Reader, that a fond and grounaleſi conceit of thine In- 
tereſt in Chriſt do not effeGually and finaily obſlrul# a true and 


which mmltitudes of Souls are infuared and ruined : for lock as a 


us ſapere conceit of great /Yiſdom hinders many from the attaining of it 3; 
purtaſ- 
ſenc ? Sen 


ſo a grounaleſs Conceit that Chriſt 3s already thine, may prove the 
; greateſt 
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The Epiltle tothe Readers. 
greateſt Obſtacle betwixt Chriſt and thee. "But here thou wilt 


meet with many Rules that will not deceive thee, Trials that will 
open thy true Condition to thee. Bm WOEE NO 
Thou ſometimes refledeſi upon the ſiate of thy Soul, and enqui- 
reſt, Is Chriſt mine £ May 1 deperd apon it, that my condition 
is ſafe e Thy Heart returns thee an anſwer of *Peace, it ſpeaks 
4s thou wouldeſt have it ; but remember ( Friend ) . and mark 
this Line, Thy. final Sentence is not yet come from the mouth 
of thy Judg; and what if after all thy (elf.flattering Hopes 
and groundleſs Confidences a Sentence ſhould come from him 
quite crols to that of thine own Heart 2 where art thou then? 
what a confounded Perſon wilt thou be 2 Chriſtleſs, ſpeech- 
16, and hapeleſall ar oncel ES 
 O Therefore build jure for Eternity ;. take heed leſt: the loſs of 
thine eternal Happineſs be at laſt imputed by thee to the decert- 


fulneſi, and lazineſs of thine own Heart 5 les thy Heart ſay to, © 
thee in Hell, as the heart of. Apollodorus ſeemed in bis ſuffer- 7. 


ings to ſay to bite, Iamthe cauſe of all ary to thee. en 


SLCS 


' (4.3 If thi be a looſe and careleſs Profaſſur of Chriſt, 1 
beſeech lies; "let tht thinge thou [halt read 'in this Treatiſe of 
Chriſt, . cotyince, ſhame, and. reclazos thee” from thy vain Con- 
| 'M nl _ ' werſation. 
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werſation. Here thou wilt find how contrary thy Converſation 
3s tothe grand Deſigns of the Death and ReſurreFion of Chriſt. 
O methinks, as thou art reading the deey Humiliation, and. 
nnſpeakable Sorrows Chriſt underwent for the expiating of Sin, 
thou ſhouldſt thenceforth look upon Sin as a tender Child would np- 
on that Knife that flab'd his Father to the heart ! Thon ſhoaldeſt 

wever whet, and ſharpen it again, to wound the Son of God a- 
freſh, To fuch looſe, ' and careleſs Profeſſors, T particularly re- 
commend the laſt general Uſe of this Diſcourſe, containing ma- 
119 great motives to Reformation, and ſtrict Godlineſi, in all that : 
call npon the Name of the Lord Feſws. 

'(5-) If thou haſt been a profane and vain perſon, but now art 
pardoned,and doſt experience the ſuper-aboundiug riches of Grace 3 
any requeſt to thee is, that thow love Tefus Chriſt with a more fer- 
went Love than ever yet thon hadft for him. Here thou wilt find 
'— anany great Incentives, many mighty Arguments to ſuch a Love of 

* Chriſt. Poor Soul ! conſider what thou haſt been, what the morn- 
ing of thy Life was; what $1 of. Guilt' thou laidfs. up in 

thoſe. Days ; end then think, Can ſuch a one as Treceive Mer- 

z, and that Mercy not break, my Heart 2 Can IT read my Par- 

ps, and mine yes not drop £ What ! eAercy for ſuch a Wretch 
as 1! *a Pardon for ſuch a [tebel ! O what an ingemous Thaw 
fhonld this canſe npon thy Heart ! if. it do not, what a ſtrange 

Heart is thine lt. OE ; 

' "Did the Love of Chriſt break through ſo 'many Tmpediments, 
ta come to thee ? Did it make its way through the Law, through 
the Wrath of God, through the Grave, through thine own Uz- 
belief and great Unworthintſe, to-come tothee? . O what « Love 
wes the Love of Chriſt to thy Soul !. And #s not thy. Love firong 
enongh to break through the Vanities and. Triftes of this World - 
which intangle it, to.go to Ghrift 8 - How poor, how low and weak, 


C 


is thy Live to Chriſt then 2+ ae | 
. (6.) :Lefth, .. Art: thou: one that haſt through Mercy at 
laſt.” attein'4 Aſſvrance, or good hope, through. Grate, of 1hy 

preſs Crier Rejeioe tis 3 129 poſe 


erdevtly to be with thine.own Chriſt in bis 


regs op long 
ory: There be many 
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things difperſed through this Treatiſe of Chriſt, 0 anixuate.ſagh 
xg excite ſuch Longinge. It was auly, abſerved by.s war- 
thy Author, ( whoſe Words I have mentioned more freely tha his 
AX ame in this Diſconrſe) that it is in a manner as natural for M5: &- 
us to leap when weſee the New Jer«/elem, as it is to eugh 
awhen we are tickled. Joy is not under the Soul's command, 
when Chriſt kiſſeth tt. Ard for your deſeres to be with Chrifs, 
what Conſederations can you find in this World ſtrong enough to 
rein thew in! O when you ſhall confider what he bath doxe, ſuf- 
fercd, and purchaſed for you, where he is now, and how much be 
longs for your coming, your very Hearts ſhould groan out thoſe 
words, Phil. x. 23. Idefire to be difſplved, and tobe with 
Chriſt. The Lord dire& your hearts into the Love of Gad, 
and into the patient waiting for of Chriſt, 

2. Having delivered my Meſſage to the "Reader in generd, 
T have ſomewhat more particularly to ſay to you of this Place. -, 

You are a People that were horn under, ,and bred up withthe 
Goſpel. It hath been your ſingular Privilege above many Towns 
and Pariſbes in England, to enjoy more than 60 years together are 
«ble and fruitful Goſpel- Miniſtry among you. The Dews of Hea- 
ver ley upon you, as it did upon Gideon's Fleece, whew the 
Ground was. dry in other places about gon. Jou have beer 
richly watered with Goſpel-Showers : \Tou, with TRa: 
um, have been exalted to Heaven in the means of Grace. And 
it muſt be owned to your praiſe, that you teſtified more ReſpeF to 
the Goſpel, than many other Places have done, and treated Chriſt's 
Ambaſſadors with more Civility, whilſt they propheſied in Sacks 
cloth, than ſome other Places did. Theſe things are praiſe-worthy 
597 yon. all this, and much more than this, amounts not to 
that which Feſas Chrift expeFs from you, and which in his Name j 
I would ow perſwade you to. And O that I ( the leaſt and un- 
worthieſt of all the Meſſengers of Chriſt to you ) might indeed pre- 
vail with all that are Chriſtleſs among you, (1.) To anſwer 
the long continued Calls of (Zod to: you, by a tharow and ſound 
Converſiox, that the long-ſuffering of God may be your Sal- 
vation, aud you may #0t receive all this Grace of Gad in vain. 
O that the Danmed might never be ſet a wondering to ſee a Peo- 

b 2 ple 


The Epiſtle to the Readers: 
Pe of your Advantages for Heaven finking as much below many 
of themeſchues in e Miſery, as you now are above them in Means 
and Mercy. | | . 

Dear Friends, my Flearts Deſire and Prayer to God for you 
zs, that you may be ſaved. O that I knew how to engage this 
whole: Town to Feſus Chriſt, and make faſt the Marriage-knot be- 
twixt him” and ' you, albeit after that I ſhould preſenth. go to the 
place of "Silence, and ſee Man no more, with the Inhabitants of 
the World. Ah Sirs, methinks I ſee the Lord Jeſus laying the 
merciful hand of a holy Violence upon you ;” methinks he calls to 
you as the Angel to Lot, ſazing,' Ariſe, left:ye'be conſumed : 
and/while he lingred, the-Men laid hold upon this hand, the 
Lord being merciful unto him. 'And they brought him with- 
out the City, and ſaid, Eſcape for thy Life, ftay nor in all 
the Plain, eſcape to the Mountain,” leſt thou be conſumed, 
Ge#.,19.15: How often '(tollade to this): bhath\.Feſws: Chriſt ire 
. like miner laid hold upon you tr the preaching ofthe Goſpel, and 
will you'#ot fly for refuge t6him? - Will:gou«ratber be. conſumed, 
than endedvour an eſcape 2A Beaſt will-not be driven. into the 
Fire, and will not you'be kept out £ The merciful Lord Jefus, by 
his admivable Patierice'and:Bounty hath convinced you, \ kow loth 
he's t&leuve, 'or loſe" you": Tothirdaybits Arms. ave: ſtretched 
forth togathesyou\;" and withyouniot be gathered 2 Alas: for my 
poor N eighbonrs {-Muſtſo\nany of them periſh at laſt 2 What 
frall T do for the Daughter of -my Peaple 2 | 4 

- Lord, by what Arguments ſhall they be perſwaded to be happy £ 
What will-win thens effeuallyto thy' Chrift 8:1 They have. many'of 
thern eſcaped the Pollutions:of the World, through: the knowledg 
of the Lord and Saviour. ' They-are a People that love thine Or- 
dinances, they take delight in approaching to: God ; thou haſt 
beautified many of them with lovely, and” obliging Tempers and 
Dilpsſitiors. Thus fav they are come,: there they flicks ' atd be- 
zornd thir 'nd Power but thims.can\wroue them." 'O 'thoty0.whoſe 
Hand this Work is und muſt be left) put forth thy;ſaving Power, 
and reveal thine Arm for their Salvation :\ thou haſh glorified thy. 
Name in many amongthem ; Lord, glorifyit again. 


10h (ag My 
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 (2.) My next requeſt is, that you will all be perſwaded, whe- 
ther converted, or unconverted, to ſet up all the Duties of "Re- 
ligion in your Families, and govern your Ghildren. and Ser- 
vants as Men that muſt give an account to God for them in the 
great Day. O that there were not a prayerleſs Family in this 
Town ! How little will your Tables differ from a Manger, where 
Beaſts feed together, if God be not owned, and acknowledged 
there, in your eating and drinking ® Aud bow can you exped&# 
Bleſſings ſhould dwell in your Tabernacles, if God be not called on 
there? Say not, you want Time for it, or that yonr neceſſities will 
not allow it ; for had you been more careful of thoſe Duties, it's 
like you had not been expoſed to ſuch. Neceſſities : beſides, ' you 
can fing time ta be idle, you.caw waſte a part of | every Day vuin- 
ly: Why ceald not that Time. be redeemed for. God © Moreover, 
you will not deny, but the ſucceſs of all your Affairs at home and 
abroad depends upon the." Bleſſing of God 5, and if ſo, think you 
it is not the right way, ever to.texzporal Proſperity, to. engage his 
Preſence and Bleſſing with you,in whoſe hand yaur All is 8. Say not, 
your Children and Servants are ignorant of (God, and therefore 
you cannot comfortably join with them in thoſe Duties 3 for the neg- 
le of theſe Duties is the. cauſe of their, Ignorance, and it 3s not 
like they wil{be better, till. you nſe God's means to make them:ſ0. 
1. Beſides, Prayer is a part of natural Worſpip, .,aud the wileſt © 
among Men are.bound to pray, elſe the negle& of it were none of 
their Sin. O let not a Duty, upon which ſo many . and great 
Bleſſings hang, fall to the ground, upon ſuch ſilly (#0 to ſay wick- 
ed.) pretences.10 ſhift it off. . Remember, Death will ſhortly break. 
Ap all your Families, and disband them 5, .aud who then, think 
yaou,. will have woſt comfort in bekolding their. dead 8... The Day 
of Account alſo baſtens, and then who will have the moſt comfore 
table appearing before the juſk and boly Gods ' Set up, I beſeech 
Jon,» the.antient, and: comfort able Duiies of reading \the Scrip- 
tures, ſinging of Pjalms, and Prayer in'all your dwelling-places ; 
and doll theſe conſcientionfly,.as Men that have to do.with God. ; 
aud try the Lord herewith, if he will xot return in a way of Mer- - 
cy 80 you, and reſtore even. your outward Proſperity to you again. 
However, to be ſure, far greater Encouragements than that lie be- 
fore you, to oblige you to your duties. 3. elore - 
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-g. More eſpecially I have a few things 10 jay to you, that have 

attended on the Miniſtry, or are under my overſight in a more 
particular manner, and then 1 have dove. And, 

1. I cannot but with deep reſentmemts obſerve to you the 
Goodneſs of our God, yea the "Kiches of his Goodneſs : 

Who freely gave Jeſus Chriſt out of his own bojom for us, and 
hath not withheld his Spirit, Ordinances, and Miniſters to re- 
veal and apply him to us. | Here's Love that wants an Epithet to 
match it ! 

Who engaged my Heart npon this tranſcendent Subje@ in the 
conrſe of my Miniſtry among you « A Subje# which Angels ftu- 

, and admire as well as we. © BID. Bs 

Who ſo ſignally proteFed, and overſhadowed our Aſſembly in 
thoſe days of trouble, wherein theſe Truths were delivered to you. 
Yor ther ſave down under his Shadow with great delight, and his 
Frait was fiveet to your tafle, His Banner over you was Loves 
your Bread was then fure, and your Waters failed not. Tea, ſuch 
war his peculiar Indulgence, and ſpecial Tenderneſs t0 you, that 

be ſuffered no man to do you harm; andit can hardly be imagi- 
wed any could attempt it, that had but knownthis, and no worſe 
than thjs, to be yonr only deſign and buſineſs. 

Who made theſe Meditations of Chrift a ſtrong Swpport, and 
fveet Relief to nine, now with Chris; and no leſsto mennder 
#he greateſt Exerciſes, and Trials that ever befel me in this World : 
preſerving we yet (tho a broken Veſſel) for ſome farther uſe and 
ſervice to your Souls, | | 

Who'in the'Years that are paſt left wot himſelf without witmeſs 
among ws, bleſſing my" Liebours #0 the Converſion and Edifica- 
tion of many 3 ſome of which yet remain with ns, but ſome are 
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Who beth wade many of you that yet remain, a willing and 
obedient People, wha have in ſome meaſure ſupported the reputation 
of Aetligion by your _ end Integrity in days of abounding 
| ne 5 my Joy, and my Crown; fo ftand ye faſt inthe Lord. 

ho after all the days of Fears, and Troubles, throngh which 
we have paſt, hath at laſt given ns, and his Ghurches reſt ; that 
we 
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we being delivered out of the hands of our Enemies, might” 
ſerve bim without fear in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs (which 
doing, this Mercy may be extended to us) all the days of our life. 

In teſtimony of athankful Heart for theſe invaluable Mercies, 
IT hmbly and cheerfully reer up this Pillar of remembrance, in- 
feribing it with BEN EZER, and FEHOV AH 
FIEREH. 

21y.As I could not but obſerve theſe things to you. ſo I have a few 
things to requeſt of you, in neither of which I can bear a denial; 
fo deeply doth Chriſt's, your own, and my lntereſt lie in them. 

(1. Looktoit (my dear Friends ) that none of you be found 
Chriſtleſs at your appearance before him. Thoſe that continue 
Chriftleſs now, will be left ſpeechleſs them, God forbid that you 
that bave beard ſo wuch of Chrift, and you that have profeſſed ſo 
much of Chriſt, ſhould at laſt fall into a worſe condition than thoſe 
that never heard the Name of Chriſt. 

(2. See that you daily grow more Chriſt-like, by converſing ' 
with him, as you do, in his precious Ordinances, Let it be with 
Jour Souls, as it is with a piece of Cloth, which receives a deeper 
dye every time it is dipt -into the Fat. If not, you may not ex-+ 
peF the continuance of your Mercies nmch longer to you. 

( 3.) Get theſe great Truths well digeſted both in your Heads- 
and Hearts, and let the Power of them be diſplayed in your Lives ; © 
elſe the *Pen of the Scribe, and Tongue of the Preacher, are both 
in vain. Theſe things that ſo often warm'd your Hearts N08 the 
Pulpit, return now to wake a ſecond Impreſſion upon them from 
the Prefs. Hereby you will recover and fix theſe Truths, which 
it's like are in great part already vaniſht from you. This is the _ 
Fruit I promiſe my ſelf from you 3 and whatever Entertainment c<r;g ua, 
it meet with from others, in this Chriſt-deſpiſing Age, - yet two wattabili- 
things relieve me; one is, that future Times may produce more — 9 
bumble and hungry Chriſtians than this glutted Age enjoys to whone mitiora 
#-will be welcome : . The other is that Duty 3s diſcharged, and En- penny, 
 deavonrs uſed to bring Mes to/Chriſt, and build thers up in hine ; |, w__ 
— he dothand will rejoice,” who is a well-wiſher to the Souls ſeeula. - 
of en, . G 
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{ 1. Prophet, - 1.Fairhfully revealing God's Mind to Men. Serm.g. 
as ſach, 2.0pening their Underſtandings to receive it. Serm.1G. 


1. Irs general narure and neceffity. Serm.11. 
II. The Offices | 2. Prieft, in which \ 1. Oblation. Serm.12. 


firting him fore Office are conft- , 2 TO DErt6 Wt 10m 8 Serm.13s 


, Sermon 1, We LOGIN confider, 


Part 1. and efficacious APPLICATION, Part 2. 


this work, VIZ. derable, ; £ I. SatisfaRtion. S2rm. I4. 
Z all 3- Its fruic, wit. 44 Acquifition. Serm:1 5. 
= 3. King, whoſe King- one Internal and Spiritual. Serm.16. 
FP \ dom 1scither, 2. External and Providential. Serm.17. 
-© C1. Conceprion and Birth. . Serm.18- 
© 5- 2. Liſe and Converſation. . Serm.l ge 
we 1. Bleſſing his Family.  Serm.20- 
M's « 2, Inſticuring his Supper.” Serm.21+ 
4 = 7 my ſt. . The prepa-J3. Prayer in the Garden.. Serm.22- 
"”H= S | ratives tO it, by Jq+ Zudas his Treaſon. Serm23- 
WS 5 | of 5. Trial and Sentence. _Serm.24. 
-_— * 6. Going to Go/gotha, Serm.25. 
= F- E 2, Execution of it on the Croſs. Serme26. 
a = { 1.Humili- & 'B& I, innocently. + Sermaa7s 
2 = ation, viz. | © | 2. Solitarily. © © - * Serm.29. 
'S wh in his = | *1 The 5. Paticmly. | _Serm.25. 
=S | 'o& yobalmar- of 4 | 1.Word. Serm.30. 
—- | & | his” faffer- $ : 2, Word.” Serm.31. 
ON: h ing ir m i. 4. Inſtruively Y3. Word. Serm.32, 
| ' 1n his ſevendaſt&4- Word. Serm. 33. 
Fe Iv. The Ex <- E2 by es Sod. | Words, viz. $5. Word., Serm.34- 
2.2 | curion: of them" . OS 2. OY 6. Word. Sernizy. 
” o & in his double | 5-3 & © 7. Word. Serm.36. 
= ſtate, viz. of 4+ Burial. ' Serm.37. 
= E- In all which, amcng many others, four great and 
| | principal Ends were accomplithed. Serm.38. 
&3 h 
2 = | 2. Exaltation in © 1. His MOL 4 Reſurredtion. | Serm.39. 
Bo” | $44 the four fimous ) 2. His Trinmpliant Aſcenfion. © © Serm.40. 
BEE ! ſteps or degrees ) 3. His:Seſfion ar God's righthand, ._ Serm.41. 
So ithereof, viz. 4- His coming to Judgment. Serm,42. 


\ 1. As eternally delighting in his Father's Boſom. | Serm.2. 

I. The Re- 1, His Covenant with his Father, Serm.3. 
| deemer who : upd of ay ca 2. His Father's donation of him. Serm.4. 
15 conſidered eminent 6 aig-Y3* His Afſumprion of our Nature. SEerm.5. 
{ 2 Ways, Vit Joie ons, v wu . His Commiſſion under the grear Seal. Serrm.s. 
| W 5s, His folemn conſecration to rhar- Work. Serm.7. 
{II. The work of Mediation ke came abour opened in general. -—- Serb. 
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. ſimply deſpiſed,or contemned all other ſtudies and knowledg ; but 


Serm. 1. ( 1 ) 


—_—— 


: | Serm. I. 
The Firſt > E RMON., Opens the 


Excellency of 
| the Subjett. 


Cor. IK 2. 


For T determined not to know any thing among you, fave 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. 


HE former Verſe contains an Apology for the plain. 
and-familiar manner of che Apoſtle's preaching, which 
| was not (as he there tells them) with excellency of 
_— or of Wiſdom, (5. e.). he ſtudied not to gratify Non Tzxyae- 
1ty with Rhetorical ſtrains, or Philoſophical niceties. 26 ed Ix 
In this he gives the reaſon, for I determined not to know any thing "*Y" 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, &C. 


I determined not to know.) The meaning is not that he *Exeve figni- | 
| ficat z\tmmare, 


fo far only as they ſtandin competition with, or oppoſitionto the nth eng ap" | 
ſtudy and knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt. And it is as if he ſhould aurem 'non 
ſay, it is my. ſtated ſetled Judgment, not a haſty, inconſiderate remnir, nec 
cenſure; but the product, and iſſueot my moſt ſerious and ex- named. 1 
quiſite enquiries: after I have well weighed the caſe, turned it (551m. nif 
rohnd, viewed it exaly on every fide, ballanced all advantages, ur opponitur 
and diſadvantages, pondered all things that are fit to come into ſcientiz Chriſ- 
conſideration about its this is the reſult and final determination, *® &< Wat 
that all other knowledg, how profitable, how pleaſanc ſoever, 

1s not worthy to be named in the ſame day, with the knowledg- 


.bf Jeſus Chriſt: This therefore I reſolve to make the ſcope and + 


end 'of my Miniſtry, and the end regulates the means. Such pe- 


' dantick toys, and airy notions as injudicious ears affz&t, would 


rather obſtru&, than promote my grand deſign among you : there- 
fore wholly waving that way, I applied my ſelf to a plain popu- 
lar, unaffected Dialect, fitted rather to pieree the heart, and con- 
vince the conſcience, than'to tickle the fancy : this is the ſcope 
of the words. In which three thingy fall under ca : 

| irlt, 
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Firſt, the ſubjet-matrer of his DoErine, to wit 7eſw#s Chriſt. 
I determined to know nothing, (i, e.) ro ſtudy nothing my lelt, to teach 
nothing to you, but 7eſ#s Chriſt, Chriſt ſhall be the Center co 
which all the lines of my Miniſtry ſhall be drawn. I have ſpoken 
and written of many other ſubjects in my Sermons and Epiſtles, 
butt is all red#&ively the preaching and diſcovery of Jeſus Chriſt : 
.of all SubjeRs in the world, this is the (weereſt : if there be any 
thing-on this ſide Heaven worthy our time and ſtudies, this is ir. 
Thus he magniftes his Doctrine, from the excellency of its ſub- 


jet-matter, accounting all other Doctrines bur airy things, com . 


pared with this. 

Secondly, We have here that ſpecial reſpett or conſideration of Chriſt, 
which he fingled out from all the reſt of the excellent Truths-of 
Chriſt, to ſpend the main ſtrength of his Miniſtry upon : And 
that is, Chriſt as crucified: And the rather, becauſe hereby he would 
obviate the vulgar prejudice raiſed againſt him upon the account 
Vehementem of hjs Croſs: for Chriſt Cracified was to the fews a ſtumbling-block. , 
_ b nrag and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, Chap. I. 23. This alſo beſt ſuted his 
E hune crac;- end, to draw them on to Chriſt : As Chriſt above all other Sub- 
fixum. Pet. jects, ſo Chriſt Crucified above all things. in Chriſt : There is 

Martyr in loc. therefore a great Emphaſis in this Word, . And him Crucified. 
Thirdly, The manner in which he diſcourſed this tranſcendent 


Subject ro them is alſo remarkable: he not only preached Chriſt 


Crucified, but he preached him affiduoufly, and plainly : he 


Chriſtum cru- preacht Chriſt frequently; and whenever he preacht of Chriſt 
Crucified, he preached him in a Crucified Stile. This is the ſum 
Sica of the Words tolet them know that his Spirit was ſo intent up-- 

| on this Subje&, as if he neither knew, or cared ro ſpeak of any- 


cifixum ſtylo 
CruUCciAXo Pre- 


other : All his Sermons were ſo full of Chriſt, that his Hearers 


might have thought he was acquainted with no other Doctrine.. 


Hence obſerve, 


Dot. That there x no DoQrine more excellent in it ſelf, or more neceſ- 


© ſary to be preached, and. ſtudied, than the Doftrine of Feſus Chriſt,” 


and him Crucified. | . 


All other Knowledg, how much ſoever it be magnified in the: 


World, -is and onght to be eſteemed but drofſs, in compariſon of 


the excellency of the knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8. In him- 


ere hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowleds, Co). 2. 3. 
Eudoxue Was. 10 afteRed with the glory of the Sun, _ he- 
| thought: 
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thought he was born only to behold ict: much more ſhould a 
Chriſtian judg himſelf born only to behold, and delight in the 
glory of the Lord Jeſus. 

The truth of this Propoſition will be made out by a double 
conſideration of the Doctrine of Chriſt. 

Firſt, Let it be conſidered ab/olutely, and then theſe lovely Pro- 
perties with which it is naturally clothed, will render it ſuperior 
co all other Sciences and Studies, 

Firſt, The knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt is the very marrow and Qui ſcientiam 
kernel of all the Scripturesz the ſcope and center of all Divine fecularempre- 
Revelations : both Teſtaments meer in Chriſt. The Ceremonial PV ſtudio | 
Law is full of Chriſt ; and all the Goſpel fall of Chriſt: the ble( jt EReon 
ſed Lines of both Teſtaments meet in him ; and how they both thefauro quit: 
harmonize, and {weetly concenter in Jeſus Chriſt, it is the chief quilias prz- 
ſcope of that excellent Zpi/tle to the Hehregys, to diſcover 3 for we fere. Daven. 
may call that' Ezifle, the ſweet Harmony of both Teſtaments. !* ©% 2% 3+ 
This argues the unſpeakable excellency of this Do&trine, the 
knowledg whereof muſt needs therefore be a Key to unlock the 
greateſt part of the Sacred Scriptures : for it is in the underſtand- 
ing of Scripture, muchas itis in the knowledg men have in Logick 
and Philoſophy : If a Scholar once come to underſtand the bot- 
rom Principle, upon which 'as upon its Hinge the Controverſy 
turns, the true knowledg of that Principle ſhall carry him through 
the whole Controverſy, and furnith him with a Solution to every 
Argument : even ſo the right knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt, like a 
Clew leads you through the whole Labyrinth of che Scriptures. 

Secondly, The knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt is a fundamental bnow- 
leds.;, and Foundations are moſt uſetul, tho leaſt ſeen : the know- 
l-dg of Chriſt is fundamental to all Graces, Dnties, Comforts, and 
Happineſs, | 

Firſt, It's fundamental to all Graces: they all begin in knowledg, 

Col. 3.10. The new man is renewed in Knowleas ;, as the old, fo the 
new Creation begins in Light; che opening of the Eyes is the firſt 
work of che Spirit: And as the beginnings of Grace, fo all the 
afcer Improvements thereof depend upon this increaſing know- 
ledg, 2 Pet.3.18. But grow in Grace, and in the Knowleag of our Lord 
«nd Saviour : See how theſe two, Grace and Knowledg, keep e- 
qual poco in the Soul of a Chriſtian .in what degree the one in- 
creaſes, the other increaſes anſwerably. : 

Secondly, The Knowledg of Chriſt is fundamental to all Du- 


ties : the Duties, as well as Graces of Chriſtians, are all founded 
B 2 In 
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in the Knowledg of Chriſt. Muſt a Chriſtian believe? That he 
can never do without the knowledg of Chriſt 3 Faith is ſo much 
dependent upon his Knowledg, that it is denominated by ir, 
Ifa.5 3.11. by his Knowledg ſhall myrighteous Servant juſtify many : and 
hence, Joh. 6. 40. Seeing and Believingare made the ſame thing. 
Would a manexerciſe Hopein God ? That he can never do with- 
out the Knowledg of Chriſt, for he is the Author of that Hope, 
1 Pet, 1. 3, He isalſo its Obje&t, Heb. 6. 19. its Ground-work 
and Support, Cel. 1.27. And as you cannot believe or hope, 
ſo ne can you pray acceptably, without a competent degree 
of this Knowledg. The very Heathen could ſay, Non /oquendum de 
Deo ſine lumine, (1. e.) Men muſt not ſpeak of God without Light : 
The true way of converſing with, and enjoying God in Prayer, 
is by ating Faith on him through a Mediator : So much of Faith 
and Chriſt as is in a Dagy, fo much Comfort, and true Excel- 
| lency there is in it, and no more. O then how indiſpenſible is 
the Knowledg of Chriſt, to all that do addreſs themſelves to God 
in-any Duty ! | 

Thirdly, Ic's fundamental to all Comforts : all the Comforts 
of Believers, are ſtreams from this Fountain. Jeſus Chriſt is the 
very obje&-matter of a Believer's Joy, Phil. 3.3. Onr rejoicing 5 in 
Chrift Jeſus : take away the knowledg of Chriſt, and a Chriſtian 


is the moſt ſad, and melancholy creature in the world : Again, let 
Chriſt but manifeſt himſelf, and dart the beams of his light into 
their ſouls, it will make them kiſs the ſtakes, fing in flames, and 
ſhout in the pangs of death, as men that divide the ſpoil. 
Laſtly, This Rnonto is fundamental to the eternal happineſs 
rf0 


of ſouls: As we can rm no duty, enjoy no comfort, ſo nei- 
ther can we be ſaved without it. Joh. 17. 3. This s life eternal, to: 
know thee the only true God, and feſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent, And 
if it be eternal life ro know Chriſt; then it is eternal Damnation,. 
to be ignorant of Chriſt : as Chriſt is the Door that opens Heaven, 
ſo Knowledg is the Key, that opens Chriſt. The excellent gifts, and: 
renowned parts of the Moral Heathers, tho they purchaſed to 
them great eſteem and honour among men ; yet left them in a 
ſtate of perdition, becauſe of this grand defeR : they were igno- 
rant of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1. 21. Thus you ſee how fundamental the 
knowledg of Chriſt is, and eflentia - (omrngig to all the Graces, 
Duties, Comforts, and Happineſs of Souls. 

Thirdly, The Knowledg of Chriſt is profound and large: all 
other Sciences are but Shallows; this, a boundleſs, bottomleſs 


EE EIS”, 


Serm. 1; of the Doftrine of Chriſt. 5 
Ocean : no creature hath a line long enough to fachom the depth 
of it: there is height, length, depth, and , breadth aſcribed co it, : 
Eph. 3. 14. yea, it paſſeth knowledg: there-is 4 manifold Wi/aom pe wager 
of Ged in Chriſt, Eph. 3- 10. It is of many forts and forms, of (E,727.yi. 
many folds and plights : it 1s indeed {1mple, pure and unmixed encia Dei. 
with any thing but it elf, yer it is manifold in degrees, kinds and Cary! is Job 
adminiſtrations : tho ſomething of Chriſt be untolded in one Age, **+ $: 
and ſomething in another, yet Eternity it {elf cannot fully unfold 
him. I ſee ſomething (ſaid Lxther) which bleſſed Auſtin ſaw not z 
and thoſe that come after me, will ſee that which I ſee not. It is 
in the ſtudying of Chriſt, as in the planting of a new diſcovered 
Country ; at firſt men fit down by the Sea fide, upon the skirts 
and borders of the Land; and there they dwell, .but by degrees 
they ſearch farther and farther into the heart of the Country : Ah, 
the beſt of us are yet but upon the borders of this vaſt Continent ! 
Fourthly, The ſtudy of Jeſus Chriſt is the moſt noble SubjeR, 
that ever a ſoul ſpent it ſelf upon: thoſe that rack, and torture 
their brains upon other ſtudies, like Children, weary themſelves 
at a low game: the Eagle plays at the Sun it (elf; the Angels ſtu- 
dy this Doctrine, and ſtoop down, to look into this deepabyls : 
what arethe Truths diſcovered in Chriſt, but the very ſecrets 
that from eternity lay hid in the boſom of God ? Zph. 3, 8,9, 
God's heart is opened to men in Chriſt, oh. 1. 18. this makes the 
Goſpel ſuch a glorious diſpenſation, becauſe Chriſt is ſo gloriouſly 
revetled therein, 2 Cor. 3. 9. and the ſtudying of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, ſtamps ſuch'a heavenly Glory upon the contemplating. 
Soul, v. 18. | 
Fifthly, Tr is the moſt ſweet, and comfortable knowledg; to 
be ſtudying Jeſus Chriſt, what 1s it, but to be digging among all —. _ 
the veins, and ſprings of comfort ? and the deeper you dig, the 295 cognt- - 
more do thoſe ſprings flow! upon you. How are hearts raviſhed ;j; jonge ju. 
with the diſcoveries of Chriſt in the Goſpel? what extaſies, mel- cundiſſima eſt; 
tings, tranſports, do gracious ſouls meet there 2 doubtleſs, Philip's ſuaviſſima 8& 
extaſy, 7oh. I. 45. fupnuxppy 1f05!, We have found Jeſus, was 2P=nitfima, 
far beyond that of Archimedes. A Believer could fit from Morning "2 98#pro- 
to Night, to hear Diſcourſes of Chriſt 3 5 month is moſt ſweet, bu. cinta 
Cant. 5.16. | , cuique ſeſe _ 
Secondly, Let us compare this Knowledg with all other know- ſponte dara; 


a Ls | quantum deli- 
ledg, and thereby the excellency of ir will farther appear. | pane ing] 


us, quam in intimis penetralibus reconditam apud te habes, multifque ſeris, & repagulis clan- 
fam? Brightman in Cant... 
| Firſt, 
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Firſt, All other knowledg is natural, but this wholly ſuperna- 
tural; Matth. I1. 27. No mas knoweth the Son, but the Father ;, nei- 
ther kuoweth any the Father, ſave the Son, and he to whom ſoever the 
Son will reveal him, The wiſeſt Heathens could neyer make a diſ- 
covery of Chriſt by their deepeſt ſearches into Nature ; the moſt 
Eagle-eyed Phils{ophers were but Children in knowledg, compa- 
red with the moſt illiterate Chriſtians. , 

Secondly, Other knowledg is unattainable by many : all the 
helps and means in the world would never enable ſome Chriſ- 
tians to attain the learned Arts and Languages : Men of the beſt 
wits, and moſt pregnant parts are moſt excellent in theſe ; bur 
hereis the myſtery and excellency of the Knowledg of Chriſt, thac 
men of moſt blunt, dull, and contemptible parts, attain (through 
the teaching of the Spirit) to this Knowledg, in which the more 
acute and ingenious are utterly blind. Matth. 11. 25, I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thon haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe aud prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes, 1 Cor. 
1. 26, 27. You ſee your calling, Brethren, how that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called : but God hath 
choſen the fooliſh things of the World, to confound the wiſe, &C. 

Thirdly, Other knowledg, tho you ſhould attain the higheſt 
degree of it, would never bring you to Heaven, being defective 
and lame both in the integrity of parts, the principal thing, viz. 
. Chriſt, being wanting, and in the purity of its natare : for the know- 
ing Heathens grew vain in their imaginations, Row, I. 21. and in 
the efficacy and inflrence of it on the heart and life, They held the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs : their lufts were ſtronger than their light, 
Rom, 1.18, But this Knowledg hath potent Influences, changing 
ſouls into its own image, 2 Cr. - 3. 18. and ſo proves a ſaving 
knowledg unto men, 1 Tiw. 2.4. And thus Thave ina few par- 
ticulars pointed out the tranſcendency of the Knowledg of Chriſt. 

The uſe of all this I ſhall give you in a tew Inferences, on which 
I ſhall not enlarge, the whole being only preliminary to the Doc- 
trine of Ckriſt 3 -only for the preſent I ſhall hence infer, 

pode Inference 1, | 

Mnf The ſofficiency of the Nodtrine of Chriſt, to make men wiſe 
infanic, qui Unto Salvation. Pas! defired to know nothing elſe, and indeed 
cognitionem nothing elſ&is of abſolute necetſicy ro be known : a little of this 
Jalurarem alibi! kngyyledg Gt (aving and effectual upon thy heart) will da thy 
quzrir z Bic (| more ſervice than'all the vain ſpeculations, and profound 
enm omnes ; : | 5 

chefauri. Dav, Parts that others ſo much' glory in. Poor Chrittian, be not de- 
In Col. | jected, 
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Serm. 1. © of the Doftrine of Chriſt. 
jefted, becauſe thou ſeeſt thy ſelf out-ſtripr, and excelled by ſo 
many in other parts of knowlecg: it thou know Jeſus Chriſt, 
thou knoweſt enough to comfort and fave thy Soul. Many learn- 
ed Philoſophers are now in Hel}, and many illiterate Chriſtians in 
Heaven. 
Inference 2, | 

If there be ſuch Excellency in the Knowledg of Chriſt, let it 
humble all, both Saints and Sinners, that we have no more of 
this clear and effeual Knowledg in us, notwithſtanding the ex- 
cellent Advantages we have had for ir. - Sinners, concerning you 
I may figh and ſay with the Apolile, 1 Cor. 15. 34. Some have not 
the Knowledg of Chriſt, 1 ſpeak, this to your ſhame, This, O this is 
the Condemnation 3 and even tor you that are enlightned in this 
Knowleds, how little do you know of Jeſus Chriſt, in compari- 
ſon of what you might have known of him 2 what a ſhame is 
it, that you ſhould need to be.taughe the very firſt Truths, 
when for the time you might have been Teachers of others ? Heb. 5. 12, 
I 3, 14- that your Miniſters cannot ſpeak unto you as ſpiritual, 
but as unto carnal, even as unto Babes in Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3.1, 2, 
O how much time is ſpent in other Studies, in vain Diſcourſes, 
frivolous Pamphlets, worldly Employments? how little in the 
ſearch and ſtudy of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Inference 3, 


How ſad is their Condition, that have a knowledg of Chriſt, Vide Zanch. in 
and yet as to themſelves, it had been better they had never had it PEPB4- "eden 
many there be that content themſelves with an unpraQtical, inef- 5. 
tefual, and meerly notional knowledg of him; of whom the criti. 


Apoſtle faith, it had been better for them not to have known, 2 Pet. 
2. 2I, it ſerves only to. aggravate Sin and Miſery : For tho it 
be not enough to ſave them, yet it puts ſome weak reſtraints up- 
on Sin, which their impetuous Luſts breaking down, expoles 
them thereby to a greater Damnation. 

IN Inference 4. 

Fourthly, This may inform us by what rule to judg both Mini- 
ſters and Dotrines ; certainly that is the higheſt Commendation: 
of a Miniſter, to be an able Miniſter of the New Teſtament 
not of. the Letter, but of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3.6, He is the beſt 
Artiſt, that can moſt livelily and powerfully difplay Jeſus Chriſt 
before the People, evidently ſetting him forth as crucified among 
them 5 and that is the beſt Sermon that is moſt tall of Chriſt, nor 
of Art and Language. I know that a holy Diale&. well _— 

: Et g 
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eth Chriſt's Miniſters, they ſhould not be rude and careleſs in 
language or .method : but ſurely the Excellency of a Sermon lies 
not in that, but in the plaineſt Diſcoveries and livelieſt Applica- 
tions of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Inference 5. 


Let all that mind the Honour of Religion, or the peace and 
7 am ſure (ſaith comfort of their own Souls, wholly ſequeſter and apply them- 
a holy ane) the ſelves to the ſtudy of Jeſus Chriſt and him Crucified. Wherefore 
Saints at their ſpend we our ſelves upon other Studies, when all Excellency, 
tefi arebut , Sweetneſs, and Defirableneſs is concenter'd in this one ? Jeſus 
weizhe and Chriſt is fairer than the Children of Men, the chiefeſt among 
worth of the in- ten thouſands, 4s the Apple-tree among the trees of the Wood 5 Due 
comparable faciunt diviſa beatum, in hoc mixta flunnt ;, theſe things which ſingly 
fey s F raviſh anddelight the Souls of Men, are all found conjundtly in 
oy þ fieſb in Griſt. O- what a bleſſed Chriſt is this ! whom to know is erer- 
excellency every nal Life. From the Knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt do bud forth all 
day to thoſe that the Fruits of Comfort, and that for all Seaſons and-Conditions. 
ſearch more Fence Rev. 22. 2. he is. called the Tree of Life which bears twelve 
_ y Tl w manuer of Fruits, and yields its Fruit every onth;, and the very Leaves 
Sy ws. nfs this Tree are for healing, In Chriſt Souls have (1.) All Neceſ- 
furniſh as many {aries for Food and Phytick. (z.) All Varieties of Fruits, twelve 
new Chriſts (if manner of Fruits, a diſtin&t Sweetneſs in this, in that, and in 
1 may ſo ſpeak) the other Attribute, Promiſe, Ordinance. (3.) In him are theſe 
4; there #* Fruits at all times, he bears Fruit every Month ; there is preci- 
"a and us; and OUS Fruit in Jeſus Chriſt, even in the black Month ; Winter 
zet he is one Fruits, as well as Summer Fruits. O then ſtudy Chriſt, ſtudy 
and the ſame to know him more exten/ively, There be many excellent things 
fril &+ wal in Chriſt, that the moſt Eagle-ey'd Believer hath not yet ſeen: 
on ws AN tis pity that any thing of Chriſt ſhonld lie hid from his Peo- 
Le Chrift! ple ! Study to know Chriſt more 7irenſrwely, to get the experi- 
| mental Taſte, and lively Power of his Knowledg upon: your 
Hearts and Aﬀections: This is the Knowledg that carries all the 
{weerneſs and comfort in it. Chriſtian, I dare appeal to thy'Ex- 
perience, whether the experimentcal Taſte of Jeſus Chriſt in Or- 
dinances and- Duties have not a higher and ſweeter reliſh than 
any created Enjoyment thou ever taſted in this World ? O then 
ſeparate, devore, and wholly give thy Self, thy Time, thy 

Strength to this moſt ſweet tranſcendent Study. 

| Taference 6. 
Laſtly, Let mecloſe the whole with a double Caution, one to 
Our ſelves, who vy our Callings and Protefſions arethe FRITns 
0 


my 


Ty 
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of Chriſt ; another to thoſe that ſit under the Doctrine of Chriſt 


daily. : 
Firſt, if this Do&rine be the moſt excellent, neceſſary, funda- <aV<r< ne ger- 
mental, profound, noble, and comfortable Do&rine, let us then OR. OL 
rake heed leſt while we ſtudy to be exact in other things, we beciz, ſola teri- 
found ignorant in this. - Ye know it's ignominions by the com:- lefcar arbor vi- 
mon Suffrage of the civilizd World, for any Nan to be unac-** 3, cavete re 
quainted with his own Calling, or not to intend the proper Buſi- ons rn; 
neſs of it. Ic's our Calling (as the Bridegroom's Friends) to woo gum ſofimam 
and win Souls to Chriſt, to ſet him forth to the People as cruci- nikili aſtime- © 
fied among them, Gal, 3. 1. to preſent him in all his attractive tis. S.Frd amb. 
Excellencies, that all Hearts may be raviſhed wich his Beaucy, and © ?- 35+ 
charmed into his Arms by Love: we muſt alſo be able to defend Sm mos 
che Truths of Chriſt againſt undermining Hereticks, to inſtil his pieratis akon 
Knowledg into the Ignorant, to anſwer the Caſes and Scruples rum. Aug. 
of poor doubting Ciriſtians. How many intricate Knots have Melius eſt ur 
we to untie ? what pains, what skill is requiſite for ſuch as are im- eg _ chen- 
ployed about our work ? and ſhall we ſpend our precious time in ropes aa 
frivolous Controverſies, philoſophical Niceties, dry and barren iatellizanc po- 
{cholaſtick Notions ? ſhall we ſtudy every thing bur Chriſt ? re- puli——non 
volve all Volumes but the ſacred ones ! What is obſerved even of 3-28 elo- 
Bellarmin, tfiat he turn'd with loathing from School:Divinity, be- OY | 
cauſe it wanted the ſweet Juice of Piery, may be convittive to ayncg rhetoel. 
many among us, who are ofcen too much in love with worſe Im- ce, ſed Apofio- 
ploiment, than whar he is ſaid to loath. O ler the Knowledg of {ice ; non di- 
Chriſt dwell richly in us! _ _ for- 
Secondly, Let us ſee that our knowledg of Chriſt benot apow- guar oe 
erleſs, barren, impracticabie Knowledg : O that in its paſſage ticz theotogiz 
from our Underſtandings to our Lips it might powerfully melt, averterecur ters 
ſweeten, and raviſh our Hearts ! Remember, Brethren, a holy 2auſeabundus, 
Calling never ſaved any Man, without a holy Heartz if our 99pm fueeo 
Tongues only be /an#ified, our whole Man muſt be damned.qs pieraris. 
« We and our people mult be judged by the ſame Goſpel, and Fu!:gar. in vita 
ſtand at the ſame Bar, and be ſentenced on the ſame Terms, #*!- 
& and dealt with as ſeverely as any other Men: we cannot _ : 
&* think to be ſaved by our Clergy, or to come off with a Legic ©!/9as Salvia- 
&* wt clerictes, when there is wanting the Credidir, & vixit ut Chriſ. > FT 
* rianzs;, a$ an eminent Divine ſpeaks. O ler the Keepers of 
the Vineyards look to, and keep their own Vineyard : we have 
2 Reavyen to win or loſe as well as others. 
Thirdly, Ler us take heed = we withhold not our Know- 


ledg 


R 


; \ 
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tedg of Chriſt in unrighteouſne(s from the People. O that our 
Lips may diſperſe Knowledg, and feed many ! Let us take heed 
We my ajpty of the Napkin, remembriog the day of account is at hand. Re- 
ea Firlfters, member, | beſcech you, the Relations wherein you ſtand, and the 
7s of | cms Obligations reſulting thence : Remember the great Shepherd gave 
7 th r= himſelf for, and gave you to the Flock ; your Time, your 
rart eſti, ur Gifts are not yours but Gods: Remember the pinching wants of 
* bona, malaq; Souls who are periſhing for want of Chrittz and if_ their 
veſtra ad Rem- Tongues do not, yet their Neceflities do beſpeak us, as they 
Pub. Arca did 7o/eph, Gen.47.15. Wherefore ſhould we die in thy preſence ? give 
pr f Ih #s Food that we may live and not die, Even the Sea-monſiters draw 
forth their Breaſts to their young ones, and (hall we be cruel ! 
eruel to Souls ! Did not Chriſt chink it too much co (wear Biood, 
yea to die for them ? and ſhall we think it much to watch, ſtady, 
preach, pray, and do what we can for their Salvation? O let the 
ſame mind be in you which was alſo in Chriſt ! 
Secondly,To the People that fit under the Doctrine of Chriſt dai- 
ly, and have the light of his Knowledg ſhining round about them. 
Firſt, Take heed ye do not reje& and deſpiſe this Light. This 
may be done two ways: Firſt, When you deſpiſe the means of 
Knowledg by ſlight and loweſteems 'of it. Surely if you thus 
reject Knowledg, God will reject you for it, Hoſes 4. 6. it is a 
deſpiſing of the richeſt Gitt that ever Chriſt gave to the Church : 
and however it be a Contempt and Slight that begins low, and 
ſeems only to vent it (elf upon the weak Parts, inartificial Diſ- 
courſes, and untaking Tones and Geſtures of the Speakers yet 
(believe it) it's a daring Sin; that flies higher than you are aware, 
Luk. 10. 16. He that deſpiſeth you, adeſpiſeth me 5, and he that deſpi- 
ſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. Secondly, You deſpiſe the 
Knowledg of Chriſt, when you deſpiſe the Directions, and loy- 
ing Conſtraints of that Knowledg z whea you refule to be guid- 
ed by your Knowledg, your Light and your Luſts conteſt and 
ſtruggle within you: O tis. ſad when your Luſts maſter your 
Light; you fin not as the Heathens ſin, who know not God ; 
but when you {in, you muſt flight and put by the notices of your 
own Conſciznces, and offer violence to your own Cenvidctions : 
And what fad work will this make in your Souls? How ſoon 
will-it lay your Conſciences waſte ? | 
Secondly, Take heed that you reſt not ſatisfied with that 
Knowledg of Chriſt you have attained, but grow on towards 


Pertection. It's the Pride and Ignorance of many Profeſſors __ 
they 
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; principal thing z ſecondly, 7eſus Chriſt, the fountain of that grace : 
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they have got a few raw and indigeſted Notions, to ſwell with 
ſelf-conceits of their excellent Attainments ; and it's the Sin even 
of the beſt of Saints, when they ſee (veriras in profundo) how 
deep the Knowledg of Chriſt lies, and what pains they muſt take 
co dig for it, to throw by the Shovel of Duty, and cry Dig we 
cannot, To your work, Chriſtians, to your work 3 let not your 
Candle go out, ſequeſter your ſelves to this ſtudy, look what 
Intercourſes and Correfpondencies are betwixt the two Worlds; 
what Communion foever God and Souls maintain, it is in this 
way: count all therefore but Droſs in compariſon of that excel- 
lency which is in the Knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt. 


met 
—_— 


| Serm. 2, Ny 
'F he Second S ERMON=®? Sets forth 
| ; Chrift in bs 
Eſſential and 
Primeval 
Prov. VIII. 3o. G3 
Then was Tby bim, as one brought up with h1m ,; and I was [.. 08 


daily bis delight, rejoicing always before him. 


Heſe words are a part of that excellent commendation of 

: Wiſdom, by-which in this Book Sls intends two 
things, firſt Grace, or Holineſs, Prov.q 7. Wiſdom is the 

and look as the former is renowned for its excellency, fob 28. 14, 
r5. fo the latter in this context, wherein the Spirit of God de- 
ſcribes the moſt bleſied ſtate of Jeſus Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the 
Father, from thoſe eternal delights he had with his Father, be- 
fore his aſſumption of our nature : Then was 7 by khim,&c, that long 
£vrm was wholly ſwallowed up and ſpent in unſpeakable delights 
and pleafures. Which deligiits were twofold, (1.) The Father and 
Son delighted one in another, (from which delights the Spirit is 
not here excluded) withour communicating that their joy to any 
other, for no creature did then exiſt fave in the mind of God, ver. 
30. (z.) They delighted in the ſalvation of men, in the protpect 


of that work, tho not yet extant, ver. 31. My preſent buſinels lies 
C3 10 


213 The moſt glorious ſlate of the 
in the former, viz. the mutual: delights of the Father and Son, one 
with and in another : the account whereof we have in the Text : 

' wherein conſider. ; 

1.The glorious condition of the non-incarnated Son of God,de- 
ſcribed by the perſon with whom his fellowſhip was, thex was / by 
him, or with him'z ſo with him as never was any, in his very bo- 
ſom, ?oh. 1. 18. the only begotten Son was in the bofom of the 
Father 3 an expreſſion of the greateſt dearnets, and intimacy in 
the World: as if he ſhould ſay, wrapt up in the very Soul of his 
Father, emboſomed in God. 
2.This fellowſhip is illuſtrated by a Metaphor, wherein the Lord 
will ſtoop to our capacities [ as one brought up with him ] the Hebrew 
word {|9R js ſometimes rendred a cunning workman, or curious 
Artiſt, as in Cave. 7. 1- which is the ſame word. And indeed 
archcety fig- Chriſt ſhewed himſelf ſuch an. Artiſt in the Creation ot. the 
nificar; placuir VV Orlds forall things were made by him, and without him there was no- 
hoc nothen ſibithing made, that was maae, J oh. 1. Js but AMontanu, and others ren- 
allumere, ut der it vatricius,and {o Chriſt is here com pared oa delightful child, 
rs geo. nr þ ones before its Father : the Hebrew root F2 which our tran- 
onem corgis {lation renders rejoicing before him, {1gnifies to laugh, play, or re- 
non 2 ſeipfis Joice 3 ſo that look as Parents.delight to ee their Children ſport- 
periciici, ſed ing before them, ſo did the Father delight in beholding this Dar- 


ab hoc tideli Jing of his boſom. 
artifice. 


Brightman in Cant. 125. Riders, POU ludere, latari, £r9;ommdl)a;, fiimilem fe fac't nw 
tricio, ſtanti apud patrem. Luvat. in loc. 

 3- This delight is farther amplined by the perpetaity,and unin- 

"ON FE: terrupredneſs thereof 3 I was day by day his delights, rejoicing always 
ic, die lu- x - : 2 1 

| before him : thele delights of the Father and the Son one in ano- 

| cher, knew not a moment's interruption, or diminution : thus 

did thele great and glorious Perſons mutually let forth their fulleſt 

pleaſure and delight each into the heart of other : they lay as ic 

were imboſomed one in another, entertaining*rhemſelves with 

delights and pleaſures ineffable, and unconceivable. Hence we 


oblerve, 


Doc. That the condition and ſtate of Teſus Chriſt before his Incarnge 
tion, was a ſtate of higheſ# and moſt unſpeakable delight and plea- 
ſure, in the enjoyment of his Father, _ 


iD RN fidelem 


John teils us, he was in the boſom of his Father: to lie in the 
boſcm *is the poſture of deareſt love, Joh. 1 3. 2 3. Now there was 
leans 
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leaning on Jeſus boſom one of his Diſciples whom 7eſus loved : but Chriſt Joh. r. 18. 
did not lean upon the Father's botom, - as that Diſciple did on his, . <raphorice 
bur lay in it : and therefore in Iſa. 42. 1. the Father calls him mine (10 T9. 
ele, in whom my ſoul aclighteth ; whicli 1s F variouſly rendered, the cym parre ww; 
Sepruagint Guem ſulcepit, whom my ſoul takes, Or Wraps up: nuitur, que 
others complacuit, one that highly pleaſes and delights my very <Oniſtic in z- 
ſoul: and » Cor. 8. 9g. he is (aid in this eſtate, wherein I am now 9 04 Seneratt- 
deſcribing him, to be #ich ; and Phil. 2. 7. to be equal with God, "+ corp 
ard to be in the form of Goa, (i. e.) to have all the glory and enfigas tate nature, 
of the Majeſty of God ; and the riches which he ſpeaks of, was no tum in arden- 
leſs than all tharc God the Father hath, Joh. 16.15. Al that the Fa- *'!ſma diledi- 
ther hath & mine: and what he now hath in this his exalted ſtare, is a Mev 0g 
the ſane he had before lis humiliation, oh. 17.5. Now toglimpſe rum commu- 
out (as we are able) the unſpeakable telicity of that ſtate of Chriſt, nicatione. 


whilſt he lay in chat bleſſed boſom, I ſhall conſider ic three ways, ſd: 
negatively, poſitively, and comparatively, ' * Hieron. 
: : Quem appro- 


r. Let uscon(ider-chat ſtate negatively, by removing from it all 5; pgs 
thoſe degrees of Abaiement, and Sorrow, which his Incarnation 2vrt. compla- 


brouglit him under : as cuit animz 
Firſt, He was not then abaſed to the condition of a Creature, Pe#- Sept. 
which was a low ſtoop indeed, and that which upon the matter un- _— _ 
did him, in point of Reputation; for by this (faith the Apoſtle) ; 
te made himſelf of no Reputation, Phil. 2. 7. it emptied him of his 
glory: for God to be made Man, is ſuch an Abatement as none 
cin expreſs : but then not only to appear in true Fleſh, bur alſo'in 
the likeneſs of (inful Bleſh, as Rom. 8. 3. O what is this ! 
Secondly, Chriſt was not under the Law'in this ERate. I con- 
fe *twas no diſparagement ro Adam in the ſtate of Innocency, to 
Angels in their ſtate of Glory, to be under Law to God ; but it was: 


an unconceivable Abaſement to the abſolute indepeudent Being 


to come under Law; yea, not only under the obedience, but alſo- 


under the malediction and curſe of the Law, Gal. 4. 4. But when 
the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of 4 Woman, 
made under the Law, M | 
Thirdly, In this State he was not liable to any of clioſe ſorrow- 
fal conſequents, and attendants of that frail and feeble ſtate of Hy- 
manity, which he afterwards aſſumed, with the nature : as (1.) 
He was unacquainted with Griefs: There was no {orrowing, nor 
{ighing in that Boſom where he lay 3 tho afterwards he became « 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, Ia. 5 3. 3. 4 Man of Sor- 


rows, asif he had been conſtituted and made up of pure — 
mixe 
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mixed Sorrows: every day converſing with Griefs, as withrhis 
intimare Companions, and Acquaintance. (2.) He was never 
pinched with, Poverty and Wants, while he continued in that 
Marth. 8. 20. Boforn, 25 he was afterwards when he faid, the Foxes have holes, 

and the Birds of the Air have Neſts, but the Son of Man hath not where 
3s that was in £014) his head, Al bleſſed Jefus ! thou needelt not to have wan- 
the boſom of [ted a place to have lain thine Head, hadſt thou not left chat Bolom 
the Farther: #n for my ſake. (3.) He never underwent reproach and ſhame in 
Expreſſion "that Boſom, there was nothing but Glory and Honour refled&ted 


| 6 Fs upon him by his Father, tho afterwards he was deſpiſed and rejec- 


rimate, cl : i» TS. 
i; Bp =, ted of Men, 7/a. 5 3: 3: his Father never looked upon him withouc 


lizht and love Smiles and Love, delight and joy, tho afterwards he became a re- 
he had fromthe proach of Men, and deſpiſed of the People, P/al. 22. 6. (4.) His 
FLabi: 5 7 Poly Heart was never offended with an impure ſuggeſtion, or 
that he fbruld TEMPration of rhe Devil z all the while he lay in that Boſom of 
deprive himſelf Peace and Love, he never kneiy what it was to be affaulted with 
of the foe of or aery be — = — — — 20 
we = #974 PIM- ries, as he did afterwards, Matth. 4.1. Then was Jeſws led up of the 
ſe '- _ pong E pirit iato the Wilgerneſs jo be tempted of the Devil, It was for our 
into Hell ; th; ſakes thathe ſubmitted to thoſe exerciſes of Spirit, 70 be in all points 
is deeper le tempted like war _ that he P10 - HSA pnp'nc7 _ —— 
tan cvr we ful High-Prieft, Heb. 4.15. (5.) He was never ſenſible of pains 
an imagine, 5. debt in'Soul or Body, there were no ſuch things in that 
| 4: orb INE ores — where he lay ; oy pn gooten og ſweat 
{le calls ir under them, //a. 5 3. 5. 1 ne Lord embraced him irom Zzternit 
p54 if 1, and butnever able 40 till he ſtood in'our place, and room. GG.) 
| 4 Sag wy There were no hidings or withdrawments of his Father from him, 
LT of Graces there was not a Cloud from Eternity upon the face of God, till 
we are never a. 7eſus Chriſt had left that boſcm: it was a new thing to Chriſt to 
ble t1 go t1 the ſee frowns in the face of his Father 3 a new thing for him to cr», 
pay *; 57 My God, my God, why haſt then forſaken me ? Marth. 27, 46, (7) 
Ge, /, There were never any impreſſions of his Father's wrath upon him, 
Le behing, as there were afterwards : God never -delivered fuch a bitter cup 
Ar.Arth. Bur- of wrath into his hands before, as that was, Matrh. 26. 39, Latt- 
gets, Let. in ]|y, There was no Death, to which he was ſubje& in that boſom. 
Jon.17. 503. All theſe things were new things to Chriſt, he was above them al!, 
till for our ſakes he voluntarily ſubjected himfelt unto chem. "Lhus 
you fee what that ſtate was'nor. | 
2. Let us conlider ir, poſitively, what it was, and gueſs by ſome 
particular Conſiderations (for indeed we can bur:guets)at the gic- 
ry of ic: As (1.) We cannot but conceive it to be a ſtate or 
' | match- 
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matchleſs Happineſs, if we con{ider the Perſons enjoying and de- 
lighting each in other: he was with God, Foh. 1.1. * God you 
know is the Fountain, Ocean, and Center of all Delights and Joys, 
Plal. 16. 11. Is thy Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, To be wrapt up in the 
Soul and-Boſom of all Deliz'ws, as Chriſt was, muſt needs be a 
State tranſcending Apprehenſionz to have the Fountain of Love 
and. Delight letting our it {elf fo immediately and fally, and ever- 
laſtingly upon this only begotten darling of bis Soul, fo as it never 
did communicate it {elf to any ; judg what a ſtate of tranſcendenr 
felicity this muſt be. Great perſons have great delights. 

(2.) Or if we conſider the intimacy, dearneſs, yea onenels. of 
thoſe great Perſons one with another : the nearer the union, the 
ſweeter the communion: now Jeſus Chriſt was not only near and 
dear to God, but one wirh him, 1 and my Father are one, J Ch. 10. 30. 
one in nature, will, love and delight ; there isindeed a Moral union 
of Souls among Men by Love, but this was a natural oneneſs 3 
no Child is ſo one with his Father, no Husband (o one with the 
Wifeof his Boſom, no Friend ſo one with his Friend, no Soul fo 
one wit! its Body, as Jeſus Chriſt and his Father were one. O 
what matchlels delights muſt neceffarily low from ſuch a bleſſed 

ion ! 

(3.) Conſider again the purity of that delight with which the ble{- 
ſed Father and Son embraced each other ; the beſt Creature- 
delights one in another, are mixed, debaſed, and allayed : it there 
be ſomething raviſhing and ingaging, there is alſo fomerhing 
cloying and diſtaſting : the purer any delight is, the moreexcelleat, 
Now there are no Chriſtal ſtreams flowing ſo purely from the 
Fountain, no beams of light ſo unmixed from the Sun, as the 
Loves and Delights of theſe holy and glorious perſons were: the 
holy, holy, holy Father, -embraced the thrice holy Son with a 
molt holy Delight, and Love. 2 tf S 

(4.) Confider the conſtancy of this delight : it was from e- 
verlaſting, as in ver.23. and from Eternity 3 it never ſuffered one 
moment's interruption : the ever-flowing Fountain of God's Dz- 
light. and Love, never ſtopt its courſe, never ebbed 3 bur as he 
ſpeaks in the Text, I was 4aih his delight, rejoicing always before 
him. Once more, confider the ſulneſs of that delight, the pertec- 
tion of that pleaſure 3 1 was delights: So the word is in its origi- 
nal; not only plural delights, all delights, but alſo in the abſtract 
Delight ' (elf. as afterwards from the abundance of his ſorrows, 


he was ſtiled, a Maa of Sorrows, ſo here, from the fulneſs of _ 
G- 
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delights: as who ſhould ſay, even conſtituted and made up of plea- 
ſure, and delight. | 
3. Once more; let us conſider it comparatively, and this ſtate will 
yet appear more glorious, comparing it with either the choiceſt 
.delighrs that one creature takes in another, or thar God takes 
in the creature, or that the creature takes in God : meaſure theſe. 
immenſe delights betwixt the Father, and his Son, by either of 
theſe lines, and you ſhall find them all infinitely ſhort : For, Ct.) 
Tho the delights that creatares take in each other, be ſomerimes 
a great delight; (uch was 7aceb's delight in Benjamin, whoſe Life 
is faid to be bonnd up in the lad s life, a dear and high expreſſion, Ger. 
44. 30. ſuch was that of fonathan in David, whoſe Soul was knit 
with his Sonl, and he loved mim as his own Soul, 1 Sam, 13. 1. and 
ſuch is the delight of one Friend in another, there & a Friend thar 
is as a Man's own Soul, Dent. 13.6. yet all this is but Creature- 
delight,” and can in no particular match the delights berwixt 
the Farther and the Son: for this is but a finite delight, :c- 
cording 'to the meaſure” and-abilities of Creatures; bur that 
is infinite, (utable ro the infinite perfection of the Divine Be- 
ing : this is always mixed, that perfectly pure. (z.) Or if 
you..compare it with the delight that God takes in the Crea- 
tures 3 it 1s confeſſed that God cakes great delight in ſome Crei- 
tures: The Lord takes pleaſure in hu Saints, he rejnices over them 
with ſinging; and reſteth. in his Love, Teph. 3. 17. Ita. 62.5. Burt 
yet there is 4 great difference berwixthis delight in Creatures, and 
his delights in Chriſt; for all his delight. in the Saints is ſecondary, 
Amo te. Domi- and for Chriſt's. ſake : bur his delights in Chriſt are primary, and 
ne, pluſquam for his ownſake: we are accepted inthe beloved, Epbe/. I. 6. he 
meos, pluſ- js beloved, and accepred for himſelf. (3.) To conclude, com- 
q__ nag pare it once more with the delights that the belt of creatures take 
Pons 2 "inGod and Chriſt, and ic muſt be confeſſed that is a choice De- 
Suppoſe (ſaith light, and a tranſcendent Love, with which they love and de- 
one) there were Jight in him, Pſal. 73425. YPhom have 1 in Heaven but thee ! And on 
a Hell betwixt FE xth there is nme that I deſire beſides thee, What pangs of Love? 
me and Chrift, x37hat raptures of delight, did the Spouſe expreſs to Chriſt > 0 
and Chrijt h h Soul:lovers 1 "Bur fare! | "he: : 
Rould (ay, put Fo whom my Soul lover ! But furely our delight in God is no per- 
in thy Ft and fe&t rule to meaſure his delight in Chriſt by: for our love to 
come through, God (at the beſt) is ſtill imperfeR, :thar sthe burden and conſtanr 
or thou ſhalt cqmplaint of Saints, but thisis perfe&t: ours is inconſtanr, up 
have none of : . OY "Is | ; 
me, would TI and down, ebbing and flowing, but this is conſtant. : So then, ro 
»itahit? conclude, the Condicion and State of Fe/ru Chriſt before his In- 
carnation, 
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carnation, was a ſtate of higheſt and matchleſs Delight, in the en- 
joymeat of his Father. The (es follow, 
Uſe of Information. 

Isference 1, What an aſtoniſhing act of Love was this then, for 
the Father to give the Delight, the Darling of his Soul, out of 
his very Boſom, for poor Sinners? all Tongues muſt needs pauſe 
and falter, thar atrempe the expreſſion of this Grace; expreſſt- 
ons being here {allowed up : God ſo loved the World, that he gave 
hys only begotten Son, John 3. 16. here is a ſic, without a ſicat 5, fo 
loved them : how did he lovethem? Nay, here you muſt excuſe 
the Tongues of Angels ; which of us would deliver a Child, the 
Child of our Delights, an only Child to death, for the greateſt In- 
hericance in the World? What tender Parent can endure a parting 
pull with ſuch a Child 2 When Hagar was taking her laſt leave (as 
ſhe chought) of her 1/mae!, Ger.2 1.16, the Text ſaith, ſhe went and 
fate her down over againſt him, a good way off for ſhe ſaid, Let me not 
ſee the Death of the Child ; and ſhe ſate over againſt him, and lift up her 
Voice, and wept : tho ſhe were none of the belt Mothers, nor he 
the beſt of Children; yer ſhe could not give up a Child. O 
'twas hard to part ! What an outcry did David make, even for an 
Abſalom ! wiſhing he had died for him. What a Hole (as I may ſay) 
hath the Death of ſome Children made in the Hearts of ſome Pa- 
rents, which will never be cloſed up in this World? Yet ſurely, 
never did any Child lie ſo cloſe to a Parent's Heart, as Chriſt did 
to his Father's 3 and yet he willingly parts with him, tho his only 
One, the Son of his Delights, and that to Death, a curſed Death, 
for Sinners, for the worſt of Sinners. O miranda Dei Philanthropia ! 
matchleſs Love, a Love paſt finding out ! Let all Men therefore, 
in the buſineſs of their Redemption, give equal Glory to the Fa- 
ther with the Son, 7eb» 5. 23. if the Father had not loved thee, 
he had never parted with ſuch a Son for thee. | 

Isfer. 2. From one wonder, let your Souis turn to another, for — — 
they are now in the midſt of Wonders : adore, and be for ever a- - - — 
ſtoniſhed at the Love of Jeſus Chriſt to poor Sinners; that ever j,,,, ral po 
he ſhould conſent to leave ſuch a Boſom, and the ineffable De-5,+ bimpelf our 
lights that were there,for ſuch poor Worms as we are. O heights, of comfort, but 


depths, lengths, and breadths of unmeaſurable Love ! O ſee Kew. 4 from the 
enjoyment of 


that manifeſted Glory and Honour he might have retained to himſelf; for he prayeth here for that 
Glory which he had with the Father from the beginning of the World : He had it in Right, but 
not mm Poſſeſſion : He voluntarily diveſted himſelf of that to accompliſh our Redemptio, Eurges 
en John 17. v. 19, 

D ; F. 6,7, 
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5. 6,7, 8. read, and wonder; how is the Love of Chriſt com- 
mended in raviſhing Circumſtances to poor Sinners ! you would 
be loth to leave a Creature's Boſom, a comfortable Dwelling, a 
fair Eſtate, for the beſt Friend in the World 3 your Souls are loth 
to leave their Bodies, tho they have no ſuch great content there : 
but which of you, if ever you found by experience whar it is to 
be in the Boſom of God by Divine Communion, would be per- 
ſwaded to leave ſuch a Boſom for all the good that is in the 
World? and yet Jeſus Chriſt, who was imbraced in that Boſom, 
after another manner than ever you were acquainted with, freely 
lefc it, and laid down the Glory and Riches he enjoyed there, for 
your fakes ;z and as the Father loved him, even ſo (Believers) hath 
he loved you, eh. 17. 22. what manner of Love is this ! who ever 
loved as Chriſt loves > who ever denied himſelf for Chriſt, as 
Chriſt denied himſelf for us ? | 
Infer. 3. Hence we are informed, That Intereſt in feſms Chriſt is 
the tra# way to all ſpiritual Preferment in Heaven, Do you covet to be 


in the Heart, in the favour and delight of God? get Intereſt in Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and you ſhall preſently be there. What old 1/-ael ſaid 


. of the Children of his beloved 7ofexh, thy Children are my Chil- 


dren, the ſame God faith of all th&dear Children of Chriſt, Gey. 
48. 5, 9. You ſee among Men, all things are carried by Intereſt ; 
Perſons riſe in this World, as they are befriended ; Prefermenc 
goes by Favour: fo 'tis in Heaven, Perſons are preferred accord- 
ing to their Intereſt in the Beloved, Ephe/. 1.6. Chriſt is the great 
Favourite in Heaven; his Image upon your Souls, and his Name 
in your Prayers, makes both accepted with God. | 

tifer. 4. How worthy is Jeſus Chriſt of all our Love, and De- 
light? = ſee how in _ the Father delighteth in him, how 
he raviſhes the Heart of God ; and ſhall henot raviſh our Hearts? 
I preſent you a Chriſt this Day, able to raviſh any Soul that.will 
but view and conſider him. - O that you did but ſee this lovely 
Lord, Jeſus Chriſt! then would you go home fick of Love: 
ſurely he is a drawing Saviour, fohs 12. 3z. Why do we laviſha- 
way our precious Aﬀections upon Vanity ? none but Chriſt is wor- 
thy of them ; when you ſpend your precious Aﬀections upon other 
Objeas, what. is it, but to dig for Droſs with golden Mattocks ? 
The Lord dirett our Hearts into the Love of Chrift. O that our Hearts, 
Loves and Delights might meet and concenter with the Heart of 
God in this moſt bleſſed Obje&t! O let him that left God's Boſom 
for you, be emboſomed by you, tho yours be nothing to an 
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he that left God's Boſom for you, deſerves yours. 

Iifert 5, If Chriſt be the beloved Darling of the Father's Soul, 
think what a grievous and unſufferable thing it is to the Heart of 
God, to ſee his dear Son deſpiſed, flighted, and rejeRed by Sin- 
ners : verily there is no ſuch cut to the Heart of God in the whole 
World. Unbelievers trample upon God's darling, tread under 
foot him that eternally lay in his Boſom, Heb. 10. 29. Smite the 
apple of his Eye, and how God will bear this, that Parable, Mar. 
21. 37,t0 40. will inform you ; ſurely he will miſerably deſtroy 
ſuch wretched Sinners. If you would ſtudy ro do God the great- 7}... 
eſt deſpight, there is none like this. What a diſmal words thar, 
1 Cor. 16, 22..1f any Man love not onr Lord Jeſus Chriff, let him be 
Anathema Maranatha, (5. e.) let the great Curſe of God lie upon 

that Man till the Lord come. O Sinners! yon ſhall one day 
know the price of- this Sin, you ſhall feel what it is to deſpiſe a 
Jeſus, that is able to compel Love trom the hardeſt Heart. O that 
you would ſlight him no more! O that this Day your Hearts 
might fall in love with. him ! I cell you, if you would ſer your 
Love to ſale, none bids to fair for it as Chriſt. 

2, Uſe of Exhortation, | 

1. ToSaintsz ]t Chriſt lay-eternally in this Boſom of Love, 
and yet was content to forſake and leave it for your ſakes; then, 
(1.) Be you ready to forſake and Jeave all the Comforts you have 
on Earth for Chriſt ; famous Galeacizes left all for his Enjoymenr. 
Moſes left all the glory of Egypr. Peter, and the other Apoſtles 
left all, Lake 18. 28, But what have we to leave for Chriſty in 


- compariſon of what he left for us 2 Surely Chriſt is the higheſt 


pattern of Self-denial in the World. (z.) Let this confirm your 
Faith in Prayer : if he thathas fuch an Intereſt in the Heart of God 
intercede with che Father for you, then never doubt of Audience 


and Acceptance with him ; ſurely you ſhall be accepted chrough 


the Beloved, Epheſ. 1.6. Chriſt was never denied any thing that 
he-asked, 7ohn 11.42, the Father hears him always; tho you are 
not worthy, Chriſt is, and he ever lives to make Interceſſi6h for 
you, Heb, 7. 25. (3.) Let this incourage thy Heart, O Saint, in a 
dying Hour, and not only make thee patient in Death, bur in a 
holy manner impatient till thou be gone ; for whither is thy 
Soul now going, but to that Boſom of Love whence Chriſt came? 
John 17. 24. Father, I will that they alſo whom thon kaſi given me, be 
with me where I am: and where is he? but in that Boſoni of Glo- 
ry and Love where he lay before = World was, ver.5. O ow 
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let every Believer incourage his Soul z comfort ye one another 
with theſe words, I am leaving the Boſom of a Creature, I 2am 
going to the Boſom of God. 

2. To Sinners, exhorting them to embrace the Boſom-Son of 
God: Poor Wretches ! whatever you are, or have been; what- 
ever Guilt or Diſcouragement at preſent you lie under, embrace 
Chriſt who is freely offered you, and you ſhall be as dear to God 
as the holieſt and moſt eminent Believer in the World : bur if 
you ſtill continue to deſpiſe and negle& ſuch a Saviour, forer 
Wrath is treaſured up for you than other Sinners, even ſomething 
worſe than dying without Mercy, Heb. 10, 28. O that theſe diſ- 
coveries and overtures of Chriſt may never come to ſuch a fatal 
Iflue with any of your Souls, in whoſe Eyes his Glory hath been 
this day opened.! | 


The Third Sex movx. 


Is ar. LMI. 32. 


Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and 
be ſhall divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong, becauſe he bath 
poured out his Soul unto death : and he was numbred 
with the Tranſereſſors, and he bare the Sin of many, 


and made Interceſſion for the Tranſpreſſors. 


ject Matter of it is the death of Chriſt, and the glorious iſſue 
ereof ; by reading of it, the Zxnxch of old, and many Jews 

fince, have been converted to Chriſt. Chriſt is here conſidered 
abſolutely and relatively ;, abſolutely, -and fo his Innocency is in- 
duſtriouſly vindicated, ver.g. Tho he ſuffer'd grievous things, yet 
not ior his own Sins, for he had done no violence, neither was any de- 
eeit inhis Months, but relatively confidered in the capacity of a 
Surety for us: So the Juſtice of God is as fully vindicated in his 


Sufterings ; 


I this Chapter, the Goſpel ſeemsto be epitomized, the ſub- 
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Sufferings 3 ver. 6. The Lord hath laid upon him the Iniquity of us all, Norton's Or- 
How he came to ſuſtain this Capacity, and relation of a Surety es 
forus, is in theſe Verſes plainly aſſerted to be by his Compa&tand 5; Gans} #4. 
Agreement with his Father before the Worlds were made, wer. Lord Feſus un- 
Io, Il, 12. ; : to Office, in- 
In this Verſe we have (1.) His Work, (z.) His Reward, (3.) clades Elelion 
The Reſpe& or Relation of each co the other. (r.) His Work, m 6 Father's 
which was indeed a hard Work, to pour out his Soul unto Death, ag- ceptation on the 
gravated by the Companions with whom, being numbred with Trarſ Mediator's 
greſſors 3 the Capacity in which, bearing all the Sins of the Elect, 24? ; and. is 


; , * oo ſet down aft 
he bare the Sins of many ;, and by the manner of his bearing it, viz. Je $ eat * 


meekly, and forgivingly, he made Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors y wtaa Fra, 
this was his Work. (z.) The Reward or Fruit which is promiſed a#im Fys/f 
him for this Work, Therefore will I divide lim a portion with the great, God and Chriſt, 
and he ſhall divide the Spoil with the ſtrong 5; wherein is a plain Allu- 7**7<%y he was 


; o g F/ ER 
fion to Conquerors in War, for whom are reſerved the richeſt rene Mew 
I , 


\ Garments, and moſt honourable Captivesto follow the Conque- ty way of Co- _ 


ror as an addition to-his Magnificence and Triumph 3 theſe were venart. If his 
wont to come after them in Chains, 1/a. 45. 14. ſee 7udg. 5. 3, 59ul ſhould 
(3.) The Reſpe& or Relation betwixt that Work and- this Tri- OP For 
umph: ſome will have this Work to have no other relation to that $in (for f 
Glory than a meer Antecedent co a Conſequent : others give it according tothe / 
the reſpe& and relation of a meritorious Cauſe to a Reward. - *Tis 9riginal d 
well obſerved by Dr. Featly, that the Hebrew particle 12? which £24 vg a 
we render therefore, noting order, it is not worth ſo much con- (15% hb-on. 
tention abour it, wherher it be the order of Cauſality, or meer his Seed, pro- 
Anmtecedency ;, neither do I foreſee any abſurdity in calling Chriſt's long his Days, 
Exaltation, the Reward and Fruit of his Humiliation : howeyer 41d che Plea- 
<is plain, whether one or other, *cis that the Father here agrees |<, ft 
and promiſes to give him, if he will undertake the Redemprion proſper : Ob 
of the Elect, by pouring our his Soul unto death : of all which this hand, ver.10. 
is the plain reſult, " | 


Dodt. That the buſmeſs of Man's Salvation was tranſafted upon Cove- 
nant-terms, betwixt the Father and the Son, from all Eternity. 


I would not here be miſtaken,as tho I were now to treat of the 
Covenant of Grace, made in Chriſt=betwixt God and us; ir is 
not the Covenant of Grace, but of Redemption I art now to ſpeak 
to, which differs from the Covenant of Grace both in regard of 
the Feaermtes :1n this 'tis God the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt thar uw 

| tually 


Chriſt's Compa&t withthe Father, 
- tually covenant 3 in that it's God and Man: they differ alſo in 
the preceptive part z in this itis required of Chriſt that he ſhould 
hed his Blood, in that it is required of us that we believe : they 
2}ſo differ in their Promiſes z in this God a" ſes to Chriſt a Name 
above every Name, ample Dominion from Sea to Sea; in that to 
us Grace and Glory : ſo that thele are two diſtin&t Covenants. - __ 
The ſubſtance of this Covenant of Redemption is Dialogue- 
| _ wiſe expreſt to us in 1/4. 49. where (as Divines have well ob- 
#4::Goodwin® ſerved) Chrilt begins at the firſt and ſecond Verſes, and fhews his 
Frick, © Commiſſion, celling his Father, how he had both called and pre- 
: pared him for the Work of Redemption 3 The Lord hath called me 
from the Womb — he hath made my Month like a ſharp Sward, and made 
me & poliſhed Shaft, &C. 9.4. by reaſon of that ſuperabundant mea- 
ſure of the Spirit of Wiſdom and Power wherewith Lam anoint- 
ed and. filled, my Doctrine ſhall as a Sword pierce the Hearts of 
Sinners, yea, like an Arrow drawn to the head, ſtrike point-blank 
into Souls ſtanding at a greatdiftance from God and Godlinels. 
Having told God how ready and fithe was for his Service, he 
_ will know of him what Reward he ſhall have for his Work, for 
Xs hereſolves his. Blood ſhall not be ſold; at low and cheap Rates : 
+ fr* | hereupon, ver. 3. the Father offers him the Ele& of Jae! for his 
d Reward,bidding low at firſt (as they that make Bargains uſe to do); 
and only offers. bim that ſmall Remnant, ſtil! intending to bid 
higher : buc Chriſt will ot be ſatisfied with: theſe, he values his 
Blood higher than.{q 3- therefore in ver. 4. he is brought in com- 
plaining, / have labonred is vain, and ſpent my Strength for nonght,q,d. 
This is but a {mall Reward for ſo-greatSufferings as I muſt qader- 
go, my Blood is much more worth than'this comes ro, and will 
Clatficient to redeem all 'the Ele& diſperſed among the Iſles of 
; the Gentiles, as well as the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 1/ae!. 
Hereupon the Father comes up higher, and tells him, he-intends 
to reward him better ju {oz and therefore, wer. 6: tells him, 
It's a light thing that thou ſhouldſt be my Servant, to raiſe up the Tribes of 
Jacob, and tereſt over the preſerved of. I(tael: | will alſo give thee for 
a Light to the Gentiles, that thow'mayſt be my Salvation to the ends of the 
Earth, Thus is the Treaty carried on betwixt them, tranſacting 
it: after the manger of Men, = 7 | 
Now to-open this greatPoint, we will bere confider,: (1:) The 
Perſons tranſaRting one with another. (2.) The: Buſineſs tran 
ated. (3.) The quality:and. manner ot the TranſaQRion, which 
is ſederal. (4.) Ihe Articles to which: they agree.” (5:) _ 
EaC 
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each Perſon performs-his Engagement to tlie other. And laſtly, 
the Antiquity or Eternity of this Covenant-Tranſaction. _ 

(r.) The Perſons tranſacting and dealing with each other in 
this Covenant z and indeed they are great Perſons, God the Fa- 
ther, and God the Son 3 the former as a Creditor, and the latter as 
2 Surety : the Father ſtands upon Satisfaction, the Son engages to 
give it, If it be demanded why the Father and the Spirit might 
not as well have treated about our Redemption, as the Father _ 
and Son ? Itis anſwered, Chriſt is the natural Son of God, and Ales SO 
therefore fitteſt to make us the adopted Sons of God. Chriſt , ,;--% mM 
21ſo is the middle Perſon in the Trinity, and therefore fitteſt to be Teſt. 2-82.04. 
the Mediator or middle Perſon betwixt us and God. The Spirit 
hath another Office aſſigned him, even to apply, as Chriſt's 
Vicegerent, the Redemption defigned by the Father, and pur- 
chaſed by the Son for us. 

(z.) The Buſineſs tranſated betwixt them, and that was the Caula evterna 
Redemption and recovery of all God's Ele& ; our eternal Happi- 0 WEE a 
neſs lay now before them, our deareſt and everlaſting Concerns & > flo fur 
were now in their hands; the Ele& (tho not yetin being) are here ceprz, cſt mi- 
conſidered as exiſtent, yea and as fallen, miſerable, a Cre ſeria noſtra, id 
rures. How theſe may again be reſtored to Happineſs (/alva eſt peccara 8 
*ſtitia Dei) withour prejudice to the Honour, Juſtice, and Truth 2Þ0em arer- 
of God ; this, this is the Buſineſs that lay before them. waned aconry 

(3.) For the manner or quality of the Tranſaction, it was fe- & exigentia, 
deral, or of the nature of a Covenant 3 it was by mutual engage- !2 quam miſe- 
ments and ſtipulations, each Perſon undertaking to perform his j ghar 
part in order to our recovery. SOM _ 5 om 

We find each Perſon undertaking for himſelf by ſolemn Pro- omnes nobis 
miſe ; the Father promiſeth that he will hold his Hand and keep him, debitas ſubiir 
Ifa. 42 6. The Son promiſeth he will obey his Father's call ro ſuf- #5 Dei, ue 
fering, and no be rebellious, Ia. 50. 5: and having promiſed, each "£1.25 ; 
holds the other to his Engagement. The Father ſtands upon the 97 gc 
Satisfaction promiſed him : and when the Payment was making, $ynop. purior. 
he will not abate him one Farthing 5 Rom. 8. 32. God ſpared nar 750% p: 350: 
his own Son, (3.e.) he abated nothing of the full Price he was to 
have at his hands for us. | t 

And as the Father ſtood ſtrictly upon the Termsof the Cove- 
nant, fo did Chriſt alſo.z Joh. 17. 4, 5. 7 have glorified thee on Earth, 

(faith he to the Father) 7 have finiſhed the Work, thow gaveſt me to doz 
and now Father glorip me with thine own ſelf : aSif be had ſaid, Fa- 
ther, the Work is done, now where's the Wages I was wa 
ed ? 
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ſed? I call for Glory as my due, as much my due as the hire of 
the Labourer is his due when his Work is done. on 

(4.) More particularly 5 we will next conſider the Articles to 
which they do both agree, or what it is that each Perſon doth for 
himſelf promiſe to the other. And to let us ſee how much the 
Father's Heart is engaged in the Salvation of poor Sinners, there 
are five things which he promilſeth to do for Chriſt if he will un- 
dertake that Work. 

Firſt, He promilſeth co inveſt him, and anoint him to a threefold 
Office, anſwerableto a threefold Miſery that lay upon the Elec, 
as ſo many bars to all communion with, and enjoyment of God : 
for if ever Man be reſtored to that Happineſs, the blindneſs of 
his Mind muſt be cured, the guilc, of Sin expiated, and his Cap- 


tivity to Sin led captive: anſwerably, Chriſt muſt of God be made 


unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanftification, and Redemption, 1 Cor, 
1. 309. And he is made fo to us, as our Prophet, Prieſt, and King : 
but he could not put himſelf into either of theſe, for if fo, he had 
acted without Commiſſion, and conſequently all he did had been 
invalid ; Heb. 5. 5. Chrift glorified not himſelf to be made a Hiph- 
Prieft, bat he that ſaid untd him, Thou art my Son, A Commiſhon 
there for to a& authoritatively in theſe Offices being neceſlary to 
our recovery, the Father engages to him to ſeal him ſuch a three- 
told Commiſſion. 

He promileth to inveſt him with an Eternal and Royal Prieſt- 
hood ; Pſal. 110.4. The Lord hath ſworn, and will net repent ; thou 
art 4 Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchiſedeck. This 2delchs- 
ſedeck being King of Righreonſneſs, and King of Salem, that is, 
Peace, had a Royal Prieſthood 5 and his deſcent not being rec- 
koned, it had an adumbration of Eternity in it, and ſo was more 
apt to type and ſhadoiy forth the Prieſthood of Chriſt, than 
Aaron's was, Heb, 7, 16, 17, 24, 25. as the Apoſtle accommedates 


them there. 


He promiſeth moreover to make him a Prophet,and that an ex- 
traordinary one, even the Prince of Prophets ; the chief Shepherd, 
as much ſuperior to all others, as the Sun is to the lefler Stars : fo 
you have it, Iſa. 42.6, 7. I will give thee for a Light to the Gentiles, 
to open the blind Eyes, GC. 

And not only ſo, but to make him K»g alſo, and that of the 
whole Empire of the World ; ſo Plal. 2.6, 7, 8. Ak of me, and 
T will give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the utmoſt end: of 
the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion, Thus he promileth to qualify and _—_ 

| "of 


— 
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niſh him compleatly for the work, by his inveſtiture with this 
threefold Office. 
Secondly, And for as much as he knew it was a hard and difh- 
cult work his Son was to undertake, a work that would have 
broken the backs of all the Angels in Heaven, and Men og Earch, 
had they engaged in ir, therefore he promiſeth to ſtand by. him, 
and affilt and ſtrengthen him for it : ſo 1A. 42. 5,6,7. 1will hold thy Ego, cujus im- 
hard, or take hold of thee with my hand, for ſo ic may be ren- renapetin 10- 
dred, (4. e.) I will under-prop and ſupport thy Humanity when ("50 PRren” 
it's even overweighed with the Burden that is to come upon it, veto, jca te 
and ready to {ink down under it ;. for ſo you know the caſe ttood fulciam, ur ni- 
with him, 44ark 14. 34. and ſo it was foretold of him, 7fa. 5 4. 7. $i! adverſus te 
He was oppreſſed, &c. and indeed the Humanity needed a prop of no Sag 
leſs ſtrengththaa the infinite power of the Godhead: the ſame Pro- 41,1. in tie. 
miſe you bave in the firſt verſe alſo,Behold my Servant, whoms I uph2ld. 
Thirdly, He promiſeth to crown his work with ſaccels, and 
bing it to a happy iſſue, /a.5 3. 10. He ſhall ſee his Seed, he ſhall 
prolong bis Days , and the Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in hes 
Haxyd, He {hall not begin, and not finiſh 3 he ſhall not ſhed his 
invaluable blood upon hazardous Terms 3. bur ſhall ſee arid reap 
che ſweet fruit thereof : as the joyful Mother forgers her pangs, 
- when ſhedelighefully embraces and kiſſes her living Child. 
Fourthly, The Facher promiſeth co accepthim in his work, tho 
millions Thould erernally periſh. 7/as. 49. 4. Sarety (faith he) my 
work is with the Lord. And (verſe. 5.) [ſhall be glorious in the eyes of 
the Lord, His faith had therein reſpe& to this compact and pro- 
miſe. Accordingly the Father manifeſts the ſatisfaction he had in 
him, and in his work, even while he was about it on Earth, when 
there came ſuch a voice from the excellent Glory ſaying, This is my be- 
| baved Son, in whom | am well pleaſed, 
Fifchly, He engaged to reward him highly for his work. by 
exalting him to (ingularand ſuperemineat Glory and Honour, when 
he ſhould have diſpatched and finiſhed ic. So you read, Pfa). 2.7. 
I will declare the decree ;, the Lord hath ſaid unto me,Thon art my Son, this 
day have I begotten, thee.” It's ſpoken of the day of his ReſarreQion, 
when he had juſt finiſhed his ſuf-ring. And fo che Apoſtle ex- 
pounds and applies it, A#s 13- 3z, 33. For then did the Lord 
- wipe away the reproach of, his Crots, andinveſted him wich ſuch 
Glory that hs looked like himſelf again.. As if che Farher had 
{f1id, Now thou haſt again recovered thy Glory, and thi, day i+ to 
thee a5 a new Birth: day. : 
| E Thete 


YN2O 


(Chriſt's CompaFt with the Father 


Theſe are the Incouragements and Rewards propoſed and pro- 
miſed to him by the Father. _ This was the joy ſer before him, (ag 
the Apoſtle phraſeth it in Heb. +2. 2.) which made him fo pati- 
ently to endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame, | 

And in like manner: Jeſus Chriſt reſtipulates, and gives his en- 

agement to the Father 3; that upon theſe Terms ke is content to - 
made Ptcſh, to diveſt (as it were) himſelf of his Glory, to come 


under the obedience and malediion of the Law,and not to refuſe 


any, the hardeſt ſufferings itſhould pleaſe his Father co inflict on 
him. So much is carried in 1/a.'50. 5, 6,7. The Lord hath opened 
wine ear, and 1 was nt rebellious, neither turned away back; I gave 
my back to the Smiters, and my cheeks to them that pulled off the hair , I 
hid not my face from ſhame and ſpitting :- for the- Lord God will help me, 


- therefore ſhall I net bs confounded; I have ſet my face as a flim, and 


know that I ſhall not be aſhamed, ' Whett he ſaich I was not Rebelions, 
he'meaneth I was moſt heartily willing and content: to accept the 
Terms: for there 15 a deioi5 in the words, and mui} more is m- 
tended thanexpreſſed. - And'the fenſe of this place'is well. deti- 
vered tous in other terms, P/al. 40. 6, 7, 8,9, 10, Then ſaid 1, bs 
Frome; Tdfliphtto do thy will O' God, thy Law is within my heart, 
ſee-with whata fall confenc the heare of Chriſt cloſeth with-che 
Father's Offers and Propoſals; like ſome Eccho, that anſwers - 
your voice twice or thrice over... So doth Chriſt here anſwer his 
Father's call, I come, I delight to do thy will ; yea, thy Lew is in my 
heart. And thus you ſee the Articles to which they both ſab- 
ſcribed, or the Terms they agreed on. | 

(5.)1 willbriefly ſhew-how theſe ArticlesandAgreements were 
on botl parts performed; and that precifely and puncually to a 
rittle. For (1;) the Son having: thus conſented, accordingly he 
applies himſelf ro the diſcharge of his work. - He tooka Body, in 
Ut Fg all Righteouſneſs; even to a tittle, - ar. 3. x5. And 
at laſt his Soul-was made an Offering for Sin; So that he could ſay 
as.it is, Foh.-1-7.4. Father, I have glorified thee on Earth, 1 have finiſh- 
ed 'the work thou gaveft me to do, He went through all the parts. of his 
aQive and pafhive Obedience chearfully and faichfully. (z.) The 
Father made good his engagements to Chriſt all along, with no 
leſs - Faithſulneſs than Chriſt did-his. He promiſed to afift and 
bold his hand, and ſo he did 3 Luke 22. 43. <Awdthere appeared to hjm 
an Angel from Heaven ſrengoyuivg him. That was one of the foreſt 
brunes that ever Chriſt-met*with, ic was ſeaſonable aid and ſuc- 
cour. He promiſed to accept him in his work, and that he ſhould 
be 
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be glorious in his Eyes, ſo he did. | For he not only declared ic by 
a voice from Heaven, L»b, 3. 22. Thou art my beloved Son, in whons 
1 am well pleaſed : But it was fully declared in his Reſurre&ion and 
Aſcenfion, which were a ſull Diſcharge and Juſtification of him. 
He promiſed him that he /hox/d ſee his Seed, and ſo he did, for his 
very Birth-dew was -as the dew of the Morning ; and ever fince 
his Blood frith been fruitfal in the World. He promiſed glorioul(- 
ly to reward; andexalthims and ſo-he hath, Phil. 2. 9,10,11. and 
that highly and \upe&eminently; giving him a Name aboverevery name 


5» Heaven and Earth. Thins were the Articles performed, 

(6.) Laſtly, when was this Compact made betwixt the Father 
and Son?T anſwer, It bears date from Eternicy. Before this World 
Was made.. then were his delights in us, while as yet we had no 


27 


Antequam ab 


ommbus retro 


exiſtence, 'but only in the infinice mind and parpoſe of God, who feculis rempo- 
had decreed this for 'us in Chrift Jeſus;- as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ra fluere inci- 


2 Tim.1.g. What Grace was that which was given usin Chriſt be- 
fore the World began, but this Grace of Redemption, which from 


perenr, decre- 
vit Deus hanc 
nobis ſalutts 


everlaſting was thus contrived and deſigned for us, in that way graciam per 
which hach been here opened? Then was'the Council, or'conſul- Chriſtum con- 
ration of Peace berwixt them both, as ſome” take that Scrip- terre. Calve 


ture Zech, 6. 13, © | 
Next let us apply it to our ſelves, 


Uſe I. 
— Thefirſt Uſe that offers it (elf ro us from hence, is the abundant 
fecnrity that God hath giventhe Elet® for their Salvation, and that not only 
in reſpett of ' the Covenant of Grace made with them, but alſo of this Co- 
venant of Redemption maae with Chriſt for them ; which indeed is the 
fannaition of the Covenant of Grace, God's fingle promiſe is ſecurity 
enough to our Faith, his Covenant of Grace adds ex abundant: far- 
ther ſecurity; but both theſe viewedas the effe&s and fruits of 
this Covenant of Redemption, make all faſt'and ſare; In the Co- 
venant of Gtace;'we queſtion not the performance on God's part, 
but are often ſtumbled ar the grand defeRts on our parts: but when 
we look to the Covenant of Redemption, there's nothing to'ſtag- 
ger our Faith, both, the Federates being infinitely ableand faith= 
ful ro perform their parts ; ſo that there is no poſfibilicy ofatailure 
there. ' Happy were'it,- if puzled and'perplexr Chriſtians-would 
eurn their*eyes fromthe defedtstharare.in their own obedience, 
co'the frinels and complearheſs of Gl, Obedience .and fee 
hemſelves compleat”in him, when Fame and defeaive in 

nemſelves. v7. 72 (of of , 

: E » Hence 
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Hence alſo be informed, that God the Father, and God the Son, dv 
mutually rely and truſt to one another, in the buſineſs of our Redemption. 
The Father relies upon the Son for the performance of his part 3 
as it 1s 1/4, 42.1, Behold my Servant, whom [1 uphold, Aſontanus turns 
ir, on whom I lean or depend. As if the Father had (iid, behold 
what >faithful-Servant I have choſen, in whom my Soul is at 
reſt : I know he will go through with his work, I can depen up- 
en him. - Ahtd co ſpeak plain, the Father fo far truſted Chrit?. 
that upon theccredir of his Promiſe co come into the World, and 
in the fulneſs of- time to become a Sacrifice for the Elect, he ſa- 
ved all the Old-Teſtament-Saints, whoſe Faith"alſo reipected a 
Chritt ro come; with reference whereto its ſaid, Heb.1 1. 39,40. 
That they received not the Promiſe, God having provided ſome better 
thing for us, that they without us ſhonld not be made perfett, (i. e.) 
without Jeſus Chriſt manifeſted ;in the Fleſh in our Times 3 tho 
believed on as to come in the Fleſh, in their Times. And as the 
Father truſted Chriſt, fo doth Chriſt in like manner depend upon 
and truſt his Father. For having performed his part, and left the 
World again, he now-truſteth his Father for the accomplith- 
ment of that Promiſe made him, -7/a. 5 3- 10. 7har he ſhall (ce his 


Seed, 8c. | He depends upon his Father for all the Ele& that are 


behind, yet unregenerated, as well as thoſe already called, that 
they ſha}l be all preſerved unto the Heavenly Kingdom, accord- 


mg to that, 7h. 17,11. And now I am no more in the World, but - 


theſe are in the Worlds, and I come unto thee : Holy Father, keep through 
thine own Name thoſe whom thou haſt. given me.. And can it be ima- 
gined, that the Father will fail his Truſt, whoevery.way acquit- 
ted himſelf ſo punually to = Son? It cannot be. 

Vſ/e 


J- 6s Boo 
Moreover, Hence we infer the validity and. rnqueſtionable ſucceſs 
of Chrift's Intercefſion in Heaven for Belizvers, You read Heb.7 25. 


That he ever lives to make Interceſſion, and Heb, 12, 24. That 
his Blood ſpeaks for good things for them, Now that his Blood ſhall 
obtain what it pleads in Heaven for, is undoubted, aniÞthat 
from che confideration of chis Covenant of Redemption. For 
here you ſee that the things he now asks of his Father, are the ve- 


ry:fame which his Facher promifed him, and.covenanted to give - 


kim; before this World was:. {o- that beſides the intereſt of ,the 


Perfon, the very equity: of ;the-marcer ſpeaks irs ſucceſs, and re- 
yires perfarmance : Whitever he asks for us,- is as.due to him as 
WW ages of the Hireling, When the work is ended ; if the work 
«Me o} : ; | be 
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be done; and done faithfully, as the Father hath acknowledged 

it is;- then the Reward is due, and due immediately : and no 

doubt bur he ſhall receive it — the hands of a righteous God. - 
Tſe 4. 

Hence in like manner you may be informed of the confiftency of 
Grace with full ſatisfaftion to the Juſtice of God, The Apoltle 2 Tim, 
I. 9. tells us, we are ſaved according to his own purpoſe and grace, 
which was given us in Chriſt Feſus, before the World began, that is, 
according to the gracious terms of this Covenant of Redemption z 
and yer you ſee notwithſtanding, how: ſtrictly, God ſtands upon 
Satisfaction from Chriſt : ſo then, Grace tous, and Sarisfation to 
JuRice, are not fo inconſiſtent as the Socinian Adverſaries would 
make them; what was Debt to Chriſt, is Grace to us: When 
you hear Men cry out, Here's Grace indeed | :pay me all, and I 
will forgive you; -remember, how all Mouthsare ſtopt with thar 
one Text, Rom. 3. 24. -Being juſtified freely by bis Grace, and yet 
he adds, through the Redemption that 1s in Chriſt, | | 

| Uſe 5. 

Again, Hence judg of the Antiquity of :he Love of-God to Believers : 
what an antient Friend he hath been to usz.. who loved us, provi- 
ded for us, and contrived all our Happineſs, before we were,. Yea, 
before the World was. - We reap the fruics of this Covenant now, 
the Seed whereof was ſown trom Ecernity 3 yea, it is not only 
antient, bur alſo moſt free: no excellencies of ours could engage 
the Love of God, for as yet we were not. 

| Uſe 6: ; 

Judg hence, How reaſonable it is that Believers fhould embrace the 
bardeſt terms if Obedience unto Chriſt, who complied with ſuch hard Terms 
for their Salvation : They were hard and difficale Terms indeed, on 
which Chriſt received you-from the Father's hand z it was, as you 
have heard, to pour out ws Soul unto Death, or not to enjoy 'a 
Soul of you: Here you may ſappoſe the Father-ro ſay, wherr 
driving this Bargain with Chriſt tor you : 

Father. My Son; here be a company of poor miſerable Souis, 
that have utterly undone themſelves, and now lig open to my" 
luſticez Juitice demands S3tisfa&tion for them, -or wyl--farisfy. it 
felf in the eternal. ruin. of them: What ſhall be done for. thete 
Souls? And chus Chrilt recurns, 5 : 

. Son; O ny. Father, ſuch :is my love-to,. and pity for them, 
chac rather chan they (hall periſh ecernally, [1 will be reſponſible 


for. them. as. their Surety : bring m ail -chy Bills, .chat.l may *y 
| what... 
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what they owe thee. Lord, bring them in all, that there may be no 
after-reckonings with them 3 at my hand ſhale chou requireic. 1 


will rather chooſe to ſuffer thy wrath, than they ſhould ſuffer ic. 


Upon me, my Father, upon me beall their Debr. 

Father... But my Son, if thou undertake for them, thou muſt 
reckon to pay the laſt Mite, expect no Abatements; if -I ſpare 
them, I will not ipare thee. 

$6n, Content, Father, let it be ſo : charge it all upon me, Tam 
able to diſcharge ir; and tho it prove a kind of undoing ro me, 
tho it impoveriſh all my Riches, empty all my Treaſures, (for ſo 
indeed it did, 2 Cor. 8. 9. tho he were rich, yet for onr ſakes became 
poor) yet I am content to.undertake it, Bluſh ungrateful Believers, 
O lec Shame cover your Faces. Judg in your ſelves now, hath 
Chriſt deſerved that you ſhould ſtand with him for Trifles, thac 
you ſhould ſhrink at a few petty Difficulties, and complain, this is 
hard, and that is harſh? O if you knew the Grace of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt in this his wonderful Condeſcenſton for you, you could 
not do it. 

Uſe 7. 


Laſtly, -How greatly ere we all concerned to make it- ſure to onr ſelves, 
that we are of this number, which the Father aud the Son agreed for be- 
fore the world was, that we were comprehended in Chriſt's bargain and 
compa8## with the Father ? i | 

Obj. Yea but you will ſay, Who can know that ? there wereno 
Witnefles to that Bargain. | 

Sol. Yes, We may know without aſcending into Heaven, or 
prying into unrevealed Secrets, that our names were in that Cove- 
nant, it (1.) You are Believers indeed; for all ſuch the Father 
then gave to Chriſt, John 17.8. The men that thou gaveſt me, (for of 
them he ſpake immediately before) hey have believed that thou didſt 
fend me. (2.) If you ſavingly know Godin Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch were 
given him by the Father, Joh. 17.6. I have manifeſted thy Name #n- 
ro the men thou gaveſt me : by this they are diſcriminated from the 
reſt, ver. 25. the World hath not known thee, bat theſe have known, 82, 
(3 If you are Men and Women of another World: Joh. 17. 16. 
they are not of the World, as I am not of the World, May it be aid of 
you, as of dying Men, that you are not Men and Women for 
this World, that you are crucified and dead to. it, ' G#l. 6.14. 
that you. are Strangers in it? Heb, 11. 1 3, 14. | (4.) If youkeep 
Chriſt's word ; Joh. 17. 6. Thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me ; 
and they have kept thy word: by keeping his word,underftand the re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving of the Wordin its ſan&ifying effeRs and inflaences into. 


your Hearrs, and your perſeverance in the profefſion and practice 
of it tothe end; Joh. 17. 17. Sanfify them through thy Truth, thy 
ward is trath ,, Joh.15-7. If ye abide in.me, and my words abide in you, 
ye ſhall ach what ye will. Blefled and happy is that Soul upon which 
theſe bleſſed CharaCters appear, which our Lord Jeſus hath: laid 
ſo cloſe together, within the compaſs of a ftew Verſes in-this 17th 
of Job»; theſe are the Perſons the Father delivered unto Chtiſh 
and he accepted from the Father in this bleſſed Covenant. 


The Fourth Sermon. 


For God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, 8c, 


God to recover poor Sinners to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt 
and how this defign of Love was laid and cofitrived in 
the Covenant of Redemption, whereof we laſt ſpake; 


Y OU have heard of the gtacious Purpoſe and Deſign of 


Now, according to the Terms of that Covenant, yon ſhall hear | 


from this Scripture, how that Deſign was by one degree advan- 
ced towards its accompliſhment, in God's actual giving or parte 
ing "_ his own Son for us: God /o loved the World, that he 
gave, OC. | | 

The whole precedent Context is ſpent in diſcovering the Ng? 
ture and Neceffity of Regeneration; and the Neceffity theteof i 
in this Text argned - and inferred from the peculiar reſpe& a 
eye God had upon Believers, in giving Chriſt for them 3 they 
only reaping all the ſpecial and ſaving Benefics and Advantages 
of that Gift: God ſo loved the World, "that he gave hit” only begotten 
Son, that whoſeever believeth in him ſhould not periſh. It if 

* In the Words are conſiderable, 

1. The original Spring or Fountain of our beſt Mercies, "the 
Love of God: The Love of God is'either benevolent,- beneficient, 
Or 


-——— 
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Opens the ad- 
_ mirable Love 
of God in gry- 


] o H. II. 16. ry nou 


3.2 


commen- - . 5 . 
dandam in nos Jt it never brought forth before, therefore it's expreſt with 


2moris divini a double Emphatis in the Text, the one is that particle 57 fo; 
vchementiam- he fo Joyed.che World : Here is a fic withour a /»r : How did 
Bulling, in %- }s love it? why he ſo loved it 3 but how much, the Tongues of 


Chriſt the Royal Gift, and prime 


or complacential ; his benevolent Love is nothing elſe but his de- 
fire and purpoſe of ſaving and doing us good : ſo his Purpoſe:and 
Grace to facob is called Love, Rom. gi1 3. facob have 1 loved; but 
this being before Faceb was, could cunfilt in nothing elſe but the 
gracious Purpoſe of God towards him. His beneficent Love is his, 
aRtual doing good to the Perſons beloved, or the beſtowing the 
Effects of his Love upon us according to that purpoſe His com- 
placential Love is nothing elſe. but thac Delight and Satisfa&ion 
he finds in beholding the Fruits and V/orkings of that Grace in 
us which he firſt intended for us, and then actually collated or 


beſtowed on us. This Love of Benevolence is that which I- 


have opened to you under the former head, God's Compact 
wich Chriſt about us, or his delign.to ſave us on the Articles and 
Terms therein ſpecified. 

The Lovt of Beneficence, 1s that which this Scripture (peaks of ; 


. out of this Fountain Chriſt lowed to us, and both run into thar 


of Complacency ; for therefore he both purpoſed, and aQually 


| beſtowed Chriſt on us, that he might everlaſtingly delight in be- 
holding the Glory and Praiſe of all this refle&ted on himlelf by his 


redeemed Ones. This then is the Fountain of our Mercies. ? 
2. The Mercy flowing out of chis Fountain, and that is Chriſt: 


Hicigitur uni- The Mercy, as he is emphatically called, Zzk, 1. 72. the Marrow, 
geniti nomen 
£(12& TIxOy EC 


Kernel, and Subſtance of all-other Mercies. He gave his only 
begotten Son: This was the Birth of that Love, the like where- 


Angels cannot declare. And moreover, to encreaſ(e and aggra- 
vate the Mercy, he is ſttled his only begotten Son : to have gi- 
ven a Son, had been wonderful; bur to give an only begotten 
Son, that's Love unexpreſlible, weipnciighnle x 

.'*3. The Objefs of this Love, or the Perſons into whoſe Lap and 
Arms the eternal Love delivered Chriſt, and that is the CL World} 
this muſt reſpe& the Elect of God in the World, ſuch as doo: 
ſhall actually believe, as it is exegetically expreſt in rhe nes: 
breath, That whoſoever belicues in, bim, ſhould not periſh : Ti0(e 
whom he calls the ##/4 in thar, he ſtiles Believers in this expro i 
fron; and the word [World} is puc to4ignify the Elect, becauie 
they are (carrered through all parts. 2nd ace amang all Rails 0: 
Mea in the World; thele are the Ovjedts of this Love: it is 67 
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Angels, but Men that were ſo loved ; he is called q1A«y0gomQ-; a 
Lover, a Friend of Man, but never @!A«vytA@-, or Þi\q4hrs, 
the Lover or Friend of Angels, or Creatures of another ſpecies. 
'4. The manner in which this never enough celebrated Mercy 
flows to us frong che Fountain of Divine Love, and that is moſt 
freely and ſpontaneouſly. He gave, not he /0/4, or barely parted 
from, but gave. - Nor yet doth the Father's giving imply Chriſt 
to be meerly paſſive ; for as the Father is here ſaid co give him, 
ſo the Apoſtle tells us, Ga. 2. 20. that he gave himſelf, who. /ov- 
ed me, and gave himſelf for me : the Father gave him out of good 
will to Men, and he as willingly beſtowed himſelf on that Ser- 
vice. Hence the Note.1s, | 


Do. That the Gift of Chriſt is the higheſt and fulleſt Manifeſt a- 
tiow of the Love of Ged to Sinners, that over was made from Eter- 
nity to them. | 

How is this Gift of God to Sinners fignalized in that place of $9 dilate 
.the Apoſtle, 1 7h. 4.10. Herein is Love, not that we loved God, nh on = 
' but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation-for our Sins ? magis creatu- 
Why doth the Apoſtle ſo magnify this Gift, in ſaying herein is ras rationales, 
love, as if there were love in nothing elſe > May we nor ſay, that & 4 ils ca 
to have a being, a being among the rational Crettures, therein pune ue | 
is Love? to have our Life carried ſo many years like a Taper in unigeniti, & 
the hand of Providence, through ſo many dangers, and-not yer put mulco magis 
out in obſcurity, therein is love? to-have Food andRaiment ipſum unige- 
' convenient for us, Beds to lie in, Relations to comfort us, in all 52428 ot H 
theſe is love? Yea, but if you ſpeak comparatively, in” all cheſe # ”* /***"* 
there is no love, to the Love expreſt in ſending or giving Chriſt 
for us: theſe be great Mercies in themſelves, but ſer by this Mer- 
Cy, they are all (wallowed up, as the light oft Candles when 
brought into the Sunſhine. No, no, herein is the Love, that God 
gave Chriſt for us. , And it is remarkable that when the Apo- 
ſtle would ſhew us in om, 5. 8. what is the nobleſt Fruic that 
moſt commends to Men the Root of divine Love that bears ir, 
he ſhews us this very Fruit-of it that I amfnow epening 3 3»: Ged 
. (faith he) commenacth his Love towards ws, in that while we were yer 
Sinners, Chriſt died for us: This is the very Flower of that Love. 

. The Method into which I will caſt this precious Point thall be 

this : (1.) To ſhew how Jeſus Chriſt was given by the Father. 
(z.) How that Gift is the tulleſt oy richeſt Maniteſtation of the 


Love 


Chriſt the Royal Gift, and prime 
Love of God that was ever made to the World. (3): And then: 
draw forth the Ules of it. EEE. 
1; How was Jeſus Cluiſt given by the Father, and what is im-- + 
p:ed therein? AT, | 
You are not ſo to-underſtand it, as: tho God parted with his 
intereſt and propriety in-his Son,.. when he is ſaid to give him; he 
was as much his own- as ever. When Men give; they- transfer 
Propriety to another but when God had given him, he: was, I. 
ſay, ou as much his own as ever: but this giving of Chriſt 
implies, 
( 1.): His defignationand appointment unto Death for- us ;-for 
fo you read that it was done according to the determinate Counſel of 
Ged, Acts 2. 23. Look as the Lamb under the Law was ſeparated- 
from the Flock, and ſet apart for-a Sacrificez tho -it were -ſtill- 
living; yet ibwaS-intentionally and preparatively given, and con- 
Tecracted to the Lord: So Jeſus Chriſt was by the counſel and” 
purpoſe of God, thus choſen, and ſet apart for this Service ; and- 
therefore in 1/x. 42. 1- Godccalls him he Ele; or choſen one. 
(2.) Hisgiving Chriſt; implies a parting-with. him, or- ſetting 
him (as the French -hath it) at ſome diſtaace-from himſelf for a 
time. There wasa kind of parting betwixt the Father and the 
Son, when he came to tabernacle in our Fleſh: fo he expreſſerth 
x, John-16. 28. 1 came forth from the Father, and am come into the 
zYorld $,again, I leave the World, and go ts the Father, This diſtance 
that his Incarnauon and Humiliation ſet him at, was properly as 
to his Humanity, which was really diftane from the Glory into - 
which it isnow taken up, and in reſpe& of manifeſtation-of de- 
lightand love: the Lord ſeemed- to carry it as one at diſtance 
from him.. :O this was it that {o deep]y- pterced and wounded his . 
Soul, as isevident from that complaint, Pal. 22: x, 2.- 34y God, 
my God; why haſt thou forſaken me ?- thy art thou ſo far from the woice 
of my roaring ? O my God, I cyy in the day time, and thow heareſt not, &c. 
(3.) God's giving of-Chriſt, implies his delivering-him into che 
hands of Juſtice to be puniſhed ;-even- as condemned Perſons are 
by ſentence of Law given or delivered into the hands of Exe- 
cutioners. So Acts 2. 23, Him being delivered by the - determinate 
. Connſel of God, ye have taken, and with ' wicked hand? have ſlain : 
And ſo he is ſaid; Rom8:; 32. To deliver him up to Death for us all. 
The Lord, when the time wascome that Chriſt muſt ſuffer, did 
as it were ſay ; Oall ye roaring Waves of my incenſed Juſtice, 
now ſyvell as high as Heaven, and go over his Soul and Body ; fink. 
| him: 


. 


I EFT, WARE ones ate , 6.5 9s 
B 2 wg Ke ND ES OM < > IR 
2 UE TERRI 0/9 nt fg >, 2 RR 


_ -him to the bottom, let him go like 7onah his Type imo the Belly 
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of Hell, unto the roots of the Mountains. Come all ye raging 
Storms, that Thave'- reſerved for this day ot Wrath; - beat upon 


. him, beat him down, that he may not be able to look up, P/al. 40. 


12, Go Juſtice, put him upon the Rack, torment him in every 
parr, till all his Bones be out of joint, and his Hearc wichin him 
be melted as Wax in the midſt of his Bowels, P/a/. 22. 14. And 
ye Aſſembly of the wicked Jews and Gentiles, chat have ſo long 
gaped for his Blood, now he is delivered into your Hands, you 


are permitted to execute your Malice to the tull: I now looſe 


your Chain, and into your Handand Power is he delivered. . 
(4.) God's giving of Chriſt, implies his application of him, 


with all the purchaſes of his Blood, and ſecling all this upon us as 


an Inheritance and Portion: John 6. 32, 33. . 445 Father giveth you 

the true Bread from Heaven; for the Bread of God is he which cometh 

down from Heaven, and giveth Life to the World, God hath given 

him as Bread to poor ſtarving Creatures, that by Faith chey 

might eatand live. And fo he told the Samaritane/s, John 4. 10. 

If thou kneweſt the Gift of God, and who it is that ſaith unto thee, Give 

we to drink, thou wouldeft have acked of him, and he would have given thee 

living Waters, : Bread and Water are the two neceflaries for the 

ſupport of natural Life ; God hath given Chriſt you ſeecobeall ,,,.,., 

that; and more to the ſpiritual Life. 4. uRE 
2. How this Gift of -Chriſt was the higheſt and fulleſt mani- a»»rber way 

feſtation of the Love of God, that ever the World faw : And (for 7 ſupps 

this will be evidenced by the following particulars. tis opus libe- 

_ (7;) If yonconſider how'nearand dear Jeſus Chriſt was to the 7, 0901), * 

Father: He was his Son, Ktis only Son, faith the Text : The Son ir . Gur Go. 

of his Love: Thedarling of his Soul: His other ſelf; yea one © /:vc« 7: 

with himſelt : The expreſs Image of his Perſon: The brightneſs !#9r/z, ('. --; 

of bis Father's Glory: In parting with him, he parted with his ** as Fea 

own Heart, with his very Bowels, as I may ſay. Yet to ws 4 Son j,;2he oye 

3s given, Iſa, 9. 6. and ſuch a Son as he calls hix dear Son, Col. Cirift as ney 

1. 13.*-A late Writer tells us, that he hath been informed, that 5 #elicve i 

in the Famine in Germany, a poor Family being ready to periſh o_ Me mniget 

with famine, the Husband made.a motion to the Wife, to ſell,” kr a 

one of the Children for. Bread, torelieve themſelves and thereſt : awther wa;, 

the Wife at laſt conſents it ſhould beſo, but then they began to but he could 


think which of the four ſhould be fold: and when the Eldeſt 19 *blize us 


{}. much in qan»- 


was named, they both refuſed to part-with that, ' being - their firſt- jg mon 


vorn, and the beginning of their. ſtrength. Well, then they cn i fiuge 
Þ 2 | Came 7. 102: 
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3, Wall, in came to:the Second, but could not yield that he ſhould be ſold, 
5; None but þe5ng the very Picture and lively Image of his Father. The Third 
WT was named, bur that alſo-was a Child that beſt reſembled. the 
Mother. And when the youngeſt was thought on, that was the 
Bexjamin, the Child of their old Age; and fo were content ra- 
ther to periſh altogether in the Famine, than part with a Child 
for relief. And you know how tenderly 7acob took it, when his 
?oſeph and B:1jamis were rent from him. | What-is a Child, /bur 


a piece of the Parent wrapt up in another Skin? And yet our dear= 


eſt Children are but as Strangers to us, in compariſon of- the un- 
ſpeakable dearneſs that was betwixt the Father and Chriſt —— 
Now that he ſhould ever be content to part with a Son, and ſuch 
an only one, is ſuch a manifeſtation of Love, as will be admired 
ro a) KFternicy. And-then, +: + 6 it 

-(z.) Letit be confidered, to what he gave bim;even to death, and 
that of the Croſs ; to be made a Curle for us to be the Scorn 
and Contempt of 'Men 3 to the moſt unparallel'd Sufferings that 
ever were inflicted or born by any. Ir melts our Bowels, it 
breaks our Hearts to behold our Children ſtriving in:cthe pangs-of 
Death : But the Lord beheld his Son ſtruggling under \Agonies 
Dolor Chriſti that never any felt before him.. He ſaw him falling co the ground, 
major I!'t groyeling in the duſt, fweating Blood ; and amidſt thoſe Agonies 
> turning himſelf to his Father, and with a heart-rending cry be- 
el: 5 ſeeching him, Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cap paſi, Luke 22.4.2, 
To Wrath, to the Wrath of an infinite God withourmixture, to 
the very torments of Hel}, was Chriſt delivered, and thar by the 
Hand of his own Father. Surethenthat Love maſtneeds want 
a Name, which made the Father of Mercies deliver his own only 

Son to ſuch miſeries for us. | « F-2*9s 
(3.) It is a ſpecial Confideration to enhance the Love of God 
in giving Chriſt, that in giving him; he gave the richeſt Fewel in 
his Cabinet.z a Mercy of the. greateſt-worth,' and moſt: ineſti- 
mable value : Heaven ic If. is not ſo' valuable and precious as 
Chriſt is. © He is the berter/tralf 'of Heaven. ' And ſo the Saints 
15 account him 3 Plal.7 3.2 5. hom have I in Heaven but thee ?. Tenthog- 
Chriſtas, &. {and thenſand Worlds, (faith one) as many Worlds as Argels can number, 
nant ves Bee and then as a new World of Angels can multiply, waxuld not all be the balk 
Sctholiit. ' of a Ballance, to weigh Chriſt nExcellency, Love, and Smeetneſ5, O 
what a fair one ! what an only one! what an.'excellent lovely 'raviſhing 
one, is Chriſt!” Pat the Beanty'ef 'ten thouſand Paraaiſes, like the G ar- 
 denof Eden, intoone ; put all Trees, all Flawers, all Smells, all Calogrs, 
R all 


LY 
158 
$5 

&- 
7 


Serm. 4. Fruit of the Father's Love. 


all Taftes, alloys, ' all Sweetneſs, all Lovelineſs inone': O what a fair 
and excellent thing would that be ! . And yet-it ſhould be. leſs to\that. fair 
and deareſt well-belovediChrift, than one. drop of Rain. to the whale Seas, 
Rivers, Lakes, and Fountains of ten thouſand Earths, © Chriſt is Hea- 
vers wonder, - and Earth's wonder, 

Now for God to beſtow the Mercy of Mercies, the moſt pre- 
cious thing in Heaven or Earth, upon poor Sinners ; and as great, 


as loyely, as excellent as his Son was; yer not to account himtoo 


good to beſtow uporyus, 'what.manner of Love isthis? + 

" (4:) Once more, let it-be conſidered..on' whom the Lord be- 
ſtowed his Son : Upon Angels? No, butupon Men. Upon Man 
his Friend 2 No, but upon his Enemies. This is Love: and on 
this'-conſideration the” Apoſtle lays a mighty weight, in Rom. 5. 
8,9, 10. But God, (faith he) cemmendeth his Love towards us, inthat 
while we were'yet Sinners, Chriſt died for 6, +— When we were E- 
nemies, we wete reconciled to God by the death of his Son. 


. Who would part with a Son for the fake of his deareſt Friends 2 
but God gave him to, and delivered him for Enemies. O Love . 


.--(5:) Laſtly, Let us conſider how freely ithis:Gift*came from 
lim. If was not wreſfted our othis-hand by our imporcunity for 
we as little defired as deferved'ic : It was ſurprizing; preventing, 
eternal Love that delivered him to us ; . Net that wes loved him, but 
he firſt loved 8, 1 John 4119. Thos as when you weigh a thing, 


you caſt in Weightafter Weight, till che Scales break 3 ſo.doth 
God, 'one Confideration upon/another-to- overcome.our Hearts, | 


and make us admitingly 'to try} what manner: of - Love-is:this /! 
And thus I have 'ſhewed you what God's giving” of Chriſt is, 
and what matchlels Loves manifeſted in'thar incomparableGife. 
Next we ſhal] apply-chis;4n ſome pracucal Corollaries. 
"FAD Di gl $0090.28 SiS Cebdfliey £00) 1 721} 21112264 2. 
| 'Leatn hence (the! exteriditig? dhunſtefs of Sorls, and-at what 2 bigh 
».the God walndii them; ! chad bt al oe hilcSon, hz: only Son out of his 
Beſom, 4s 4 Ranſom "tor. them.” [Surely this ſpeaks their preciouL- 
nels; Godawould not-have--parred with ſach a Son for ſmall 
matters : Alkthe World conld not redeem them : Gold and Sil- 
ver'could notbe their\Ranfom.]:. Per. 1:2185&$0 ſpeakgsithe A- 
poltle, Toiwere not welvemed* with! garraptible? things;' as Silven 
Goldy' bat 3th. the precions -Bludd of Chriſt. Such an:efteern'C 
had: of them," that -rather{ than they Mould periſh, Jeſus Chrift 


ſhall'be made 4'Man; yesa Curſe for them.” Othen learn to pur 


Tp 
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: a due Value upon your own Souls: .Don't ſell that cheap, which 
: God hath paid. ſo dear for : Remember what a Treaſure you car- 
ryabout you: The Glory that-you ſee in this World, is not equi- 
valent in worth to it ; Mat. 16. 26. #bat ſhall a Han give in.ex- 
« change for his Soul ? | 
Corollary 2. 


Tf God has given his own Son for the World, then-it follows, 
that theſe for whom God gave his awn Sov, may warrantably expett 
. any other temporal Mercies from him. :This is the. Apoſtle's Infe- 
rence, Rom. 8. 32. He that [pared not his own Son,  but-delivered him 
 #ip to death for ms ally" how ſhall he not with him freely give wa all things? 
And ſo 1 Cor. 3. 21,22. Als yours, for ye are Chriſt's, (1.e.) They 
hold all other things in Chriſt, -who.is the capital, and moſt com- 
prehenſive'Mercy. + PLD 1 | 
'To make our. the grounds of 'this. comfortable-DeduRion, lec 
theſe foxr things be pondered, and duly weighed-in your.thoughts; 
(1,) No other Mercy you need, or deſire, is, or can be fo dear 
| to God, as Jefas Chriſt is: He never laid any other thing .in his 
Boſom, as he did his Son. As for the World, and the Comforts 
of it, it is the duſt-of -his-Feer, he values ic. not 3 _as:you ſee. by 
his providential diſpoſals of it, having given ic to. the worlt 0 
Torum Turci- Men. All the T»r4;/b Empire (faith Zarher) as great and glori- 
cum imperi- -ous as it is, isbþut a Crum which the Maſter of the Family throws 
um quantu9> .to.the:Dogs. Think upon any other outward enjoyment that's 
1 rancum? ' Valuable in your eyes; and there is-natſo much compare betwixt 
eſt, quam Pa- it and; Chriſt, in the eſteem/of -God;: as:is betwixt your dear 
rertamilias Children, and the, lumber of your Houſes, in; your eſteem. 
projicit cani- then God have parted fo freely from that which - was infinitely 
bus. Luther. Gearer to him than theſez how ſhall he deny theſe, when they 
may promote his Glory; and your Good? (z.) As Jeſus Chriſt 
was nearer the Heart of God than all theſe, ſo Chriſt is in him- 
ſelf much greater and more excellent than them/all :. ten thouſand 
Worlds, and the Glory:of. them all; is but. the Duſt of che. Ral- 
lance, if weighed with-Chriſt-- Theſethingsare but. poor Crea- 
tures, but he is over ail, God bleſſed for ever, Row..9. 5. They 
are common Gitts, but-he is the Gift of God,” John 4;.10. They 
are. ordinary Mercies, but: he.is-the: fercy, Luke: I, 72. as 
_—_ or. precious Stone is greater:.in value. than-ten thouſand 
;common Pehbles,:'/Now if God-have ſo freely given the great- 
er, how can you-ſuppoſe he ſhould deny 4he-lefler Mergies ? Will 
A Man give toanothera large Inheritance, and Rtand with him for 
a 
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2 Trifle > How can it be? (3) There is no other Mer 


: : : Cy'you 
Rand in want of, . but you are entitled ro it by the Gift of Chriſt : 


Ir is (as to right) conveyed to: you with Chriſt.. So in the fore- 
Cited I: Cor. 3. 21, 22; 23. The World is you's, yea, all js yours; for 


ge are Chriſt's, So 2 Cor. 1, 29. For all the Promiſes of God in Chriſt, . 


in him they are yea, and in him Amen, With him he. hath given 
you all things, #s &ToA&voy, 1. Tim, 6,17, richly to enjoy. The 


word ſignifies rem aliquam enmlaritia percipere, to have the ſweet 


reliſh and comforrof an: Enjoyment. So have we in all our Mer- 
cies, upon the account of our title to them in Chriſt.. (4.) Laſtly, 
If God have given you this »earer, greater, and ail-compre- 


bending Mercy, when you were Enemies to him, and alienated 


from him it is- not. imaginable he ſhould now deny you any 


inferiour Mercy, when you are come into a ſtate of Reconciliati- 


on and Amity with him. . So the Apoſtle reaſons, Kew. 5. 8,9,10, 


For if when we were:-Enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
his Son ; much 'more -being reconciled, we ſhall bs ſaved by his Life. . 


And thus you-have the-ſecond Inference with its grounds. - 
Corollary 3. 


- If the greateſt Love hath been manifeſted. in giving Chriſt wo 
the World 5 then it follows, that the greateſt Evil and Wickedneſs us 


manifeſted in deſpifing, ſighting, and rejefting Chriſt, *Tis ſad to abuſe- 


the love of God manifeſted in the loweſt gift of Providence ; but 


to ſlight the. richeſt diſcoveries of it, even- in that peerleſs Gift, 


wherein God commends his Love in the moſt taking and aſtoniſh- 


ing manner, 'this/is Sin with a wicneſs. .. Bluſh O Heavens, and 
be aſtoniſhed : O:Earth 3: yea, be ye-horribly afraid ! No guilc © 
like this. : The moſt flagitious wreetches. among. the. barbarous-- 
Nations are innocent in compariſon of theſe. . But are there any - 


ſuch in the World > Dare any ſlight this. giſt of God? Indeed if 

Mens words might be taken, there are, few or : none that dare do 

ſo bur if their Lives and PraRices may: be believed, this, this is - 
the Sin of the far greater-part of the Chriſtianized World. '. Wit- 

neſ5 the lamentable ſtupidity--and ſupineneſs; witneſs :the con-- 
rempt of the Goſpel 3 witneſs the-Hatred and Perſecution-of 

his Image; Laws, and People. ._ Whar. is. the, Language. of all 

theſe but a vile eſteem of Jeſus-Chriſt ? - 


And now let me 2 little expoſtulate with theſe ungrateful Souls,-. 
that trample under foot: the Son of : God, that valuenot this: 


Love that gave him forrh. What is--that, Mercy which you ſo- 


contemn and undervalue 2. Is ic fo vile. and cheap a -thing as- 
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your entertainment ſpeaksir to be? Is itzindeed. worth no more 
than this in your eyes? 'Sately you will not be long; of that opi- 
nion. Will you be 'of that mind- think. you, when: Death and 
Judgment ſhall have chiroaghly awakned you ? O no, then a chou- 
fand Worlds for a Chriſt. - As it's ſtoried of our crook-back'd 
Richard, when he loſt the Field, and was in great danger by his 
Enemies that preſſed upon him 3 O now (faid he) a Kingdom for 
a-Horſe. Or think ye,:that any befide yourin the World are of 
your mind * You are deceived, if you think ſo. |-To them that 
Fie, fe Claich 0*/99%e br is precious mm all the-werld, 1 Pet;2.7. And in the 0- 
ce al thx ther World, they are of a quite contrary mind- Could you bur 
condemned and hear what is ſaid of him in Heaven, in what a diale& the Saved 
f19iſh World, af: the: Lord do extol their Saviour 3- or could:you but imaging 
tat will gve the” Self-revenges,. the Self-rorments,” which-the- Damned ſuffer 
whe gn Fog; for this their Folly, -and what-a value they. | would-ſet upon one 
vatim : 0! if tender of Chriſt it” ie-might bur-again be hoped for:z: you would 
there were but ſee that ſuch as you are the only deſpiſers of Chriſt. - Belide, 
2 free Market methinks it's aſtoniſhing that you ſhould deſpiſe a Mercy in which 
15c/aimer 9 your own Souls are ſo dearly, ſodeeply, ſo everlaſtingly concern- 

2004 ed, as they are in this Gift of God: Ifit were bur-the Soul of 


vation in that 


Day, when the another 3 nay teſs; if but the Body of: another and yer leſs than 


* 


Trumpet of God that, if but another's'Beaſt, whole Life you could-preſerve, you 
hall awaken. are obliged to do it: 'but when it is thy ſelf, yea, the beſt part of 
the Dead, PP thy ſelf; thine own invaluable Soul that thou ruineſt and deſtroy- 
would be there Eft hereby : O what a Mogſter arc thou- to caft it away thus ! 
Ged jend me no What ! will you ſlight- your own Souls ? care :yournot whether 
more Happireſs they. be ſaved;-or whether they be damned? Is it indeed an indit- 
=J hg we ferent thing with you, which way they- fall at:death-? Have you 
72 their erer- 1magined 2 tolerable Hell > Is it eaſy to periſh? Are you not-on- 
nal Wo]letreth Iy turned God's Enemies, but your-own too? O ſee what Mon- 
/lip through ters can Sin turn Men and Women into ! 'O. the Rtupifying, be- 
their fingers. ſotting, intoxicating power of Sin'}: Bur perhaps you; think that 
all cheſe arebur uncertain ſounds, withwhich wealarm you. It. 

may be thine own Heart-will-preach' ſuch Doctrine as this co thee; 

Who can aflure thee of the realicy of theſe things? Whar 
 ſhouldſt thoutrouble thy (elf about an inviſible World,- or be 

ſo much concerned for what thine Eyes never ſaw, nor didſtever 

receive the Repoit from any thathave feen them 2 Well, tho we 
cannothowſhew you theſe things; yer ſhortly they ſhall be ſhewn 

you 3 and ybur own Eyesſhall behold them; You are convinced 

and fatisfied that many other rhings are real;. which you never ow. 
ut 


Serm:53 — Fruit of the Father's Love: 


Bur be aſſured, That If rhe 79rd ſpoken by Hugels was Pedfaſt, and 
ever) Tranſgreſſion and Diſobeaience received 4 juſt recompence of Reward : 
Haw ſhall we eſcape if we negleb} ſa great Salvation, which-at firſt began 
to be ſpoken to us by the Lord, and was confirmed to wg by them that 
heard him, God alſo bearing them witneſs? Hep. 2. 2, 3, 4. But if 
they be certain, yet they are not near: it will be a long time be- 
fore they come. Poor Soul ! how doft thou cheat thy ſelf? Ic 
may be no twenty parts ſo long a time as thy own Fancy 
draws it for for cheez thou arc not certain of che next momeat, 
And ſuppoſe what thou imagineſt, What is Twenty or Forty 
| Years when it is paſt > yea, what is a Thouſand Years to the vaſt 
Eternity ? Go trifle away a few Days more, ſleep out a few Nights 
more, and then lie down in the Duſt 3 it will not be long ere the 
Trump of God. ſhall awaken thee, and thine Eyes ſhall behold 
Jeſus cqaing.in the Clouds of Heaven, and then. you will know 
the price of this Sin. O theretore, if there be any ſenſe of Ecter- 
nity upon you, any pity or love for your ſelves in you ; if you have 
any Concernments more than the Beaſts that periſh, deſpiſe not 
your own offered Mercies, ſlight not the richeſt.Gife that ever 
was yet opened to the World; and a ſfyeeter cannot be opened 
to all Eternity. 


—_——tn 


| —— 


The Fitth OE RMON. 


Jon. K-54; - 
- 4nd the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 
| i nt 0M 60k age 1996 7 1 


OU have heard the Covenant of Redemption opened. 

YT The work therein propounded by the Father, and con- 

- A. - ſented to-by che Son,. is ſuch as infinitely exceeds: che 

power of any meer Creature to perform-- He that undertakes to 

ſatisfy God by Qbedience ifor-Man's:Sin, muſt himſelf be God 3 
and he Caeop ts 9 


duch 'a'perfet Obedience,: by doing. and 
— "om ſuffer- 


i, Chrift's won- 
Kabbodnobd _.._'- derful Perſon. 


Fr) | Of the Perſon of Chriſt, 


The Incarnati- ſaffering all that the Law required in our rooms; muſt be Man: 
on is the #174" Theſe two Natures muſt be united in one-Perſon, elſe there could 
es nae'*% not be 2 concourſe or co-operation of either Nature in his Me- 
eainſt Unbelie- diatory Works. How theſe Natures are united in the wonderful 
vers, 114.7.14. Perſon of our Immanuel, is the firſt part of the great Myſtery of 
and a Document Godlineſs : A SubjeRt ſtudied and adored by Angels ! And the 
i (vere... Myſtery thereof is wrap'd up in this Text. Wherein we have, 
clare his Generation, Ta. 53. 8. Neither can any declare his Incarnation, his. Name F Secret, Tudg. 
13-18. Wonderful, Ia.9.6. 4A Name that no Man knoweth, viz. perfettly, but himſIf. The Trinity 
is the greateſt, the Incarnation:the next Myſtery.  Norton's Orth. Evang. p. 38. 
Firſt, The Incarnation of the Son of God plainly aflerted. 
Secondly, That Afertion ſtrongly confirmed. 
\- (2.) Ia the Afertion we have three parts. | 
T. The Perſon aſſuming, 6 A5y@>, the Word, (5. e.) the ſecond 
Perſon, or Subfiſtent in the- moſt glorious Godhead, call'g the 
Word, either beciuſe he is the ſcope and principal matter, 'both 
Verbum Sub- Of the prophetical and promiſſory, word; or becauſe he expounds 
ſtantiale, non and reveals the Mind and Will of' God to Men, as ver. 18, The 
prolatum. only begotten Son, which is in the-boſom of the Father, he hath 
ow: 08/0 1. declared or expounded him. - | | 
2. The Natare aſſamed, ozef, Fleſh; (.e.) the intire Human 
Nature, conſiſting of a true Human Soul and Body. For ſo this 
word oz'ef in Rom. 3.20, and the Hebrew word "V2, which 
anſwers to it, by a uſual Jferommy of a part for the whole, is uſed, 
Gen, 6.12, And the word F{/+ is rather uſed here, than an, 
on purpoſe to aggravate the admirable Condeſcenfion and Abaſe- 
ment of Chriſt : there being more of vileneſs, weakneſs, and op- 
Voluit Evatts pofjtion to. Spirit . in this word thanin that, as is pertinently no- 
gcliga  P* red by ſome. Hence the whole Nature is denominated by that 
ouam hominis Part, and called Fleſh. | | 
nomine; ut 3» The Aſfwmption it (elf, ixxviro, he was made, not fri .he 
magis apPare- was, (as Socinzu would render,-in deſign to overthrow theexiſtence- 
rer, quo 1e Of Chriſt's glorified Body now. in Heaven)®but fafus eff; it was 
Donn Cerie, Made, (3.6.) he took, or affumEd the true Human Nature, (cal- 
cum caro fac- led Fleſh, for the reaſon before rendered) into the unity of his 
rum eſt. Nam [Divine Perſon, with all its integral Parts, and eflential Proper- 
&: vilieas major t3eg s and ſo-was made, or became a-true and real Man, by thae 
ter. &: oi. Aflumprion. The Apoſtle GaikingoX theſame act, Heb, 2.16. 
eng ar nd uſes another word; He took on him, 6771\«yp&vdar, fly rendred 
fpirity. 2ac- he took.0n him, 6r.he aflutned :' Which afluming, 'tho imboarive: 
ecvelic.com. jt was the work of: the whoke Trigity, God:the Father, in the 


vOn, 


Serm. 5. or the Hypoſtatical Union. 
Son, by the Spirit forming or creating that Nature 3 as if three 
Siſters ſhould make a Garment betwixt them, which only one of 
them wears: yet terminative it was the a& of theSon only ; 
*ewas he only that was made Fleſh. And when 'tis ſaid, he was 
made Fleſh, miſconceive nor, as if there was a mutation of the 
Godhead into Fleſh, for this was performed * not by changing * Non muran- 
what he was. but by aſſuming what he was not, as Avguſtive Jo quod erar, 
well exprefſeth ir. As when the Scripture in a like Expreſſion an ya 9099 
ſairh, He was made Sin, 2 Cor. 5, 21, and made a Curſe, Gal. ; vey ; 
3-13. the meaning is not, that he was turned into Sin, 'or into 
a Curſe: no more may we think here the Godhead was turned 
into Fleſh, and loſt its own _ and Nature, becauſe it's ſaid 
he was made Fleſh. This is the ſum of the Aflertion. 

(2.) This Affertion {:hat rhe Word was made Fleſh] is ſtrongly 
confirmed. He dwelt among ws, and we ſaw hisGlory. This was 
no Phantaſm, but amoſt real and indubitable thing. For to»#- 
vooty &v v;av, he pitcht his Tent, or tabernacled with us. And 
we are eye-witneſſes of it. Parallel to that,” 1 Joh.1. 1,2, 3. That 
which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have ſeen - 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of 
' the Ward of Life, &C. declare we unto you, Hence note, 


Do. That Jeſus Chriſt did really aſſume the true and perfelt nature 
of Man, into a perſonal nnion with his divine nature; and ſtill re= 
mains true God, and true Man, in one perſon for ever. 


The Propoſition contains one of the deepeſt Myſteries in God- nncarnatio eft 
lineſs, 1 Tim. 3.16. A myſtery by which Apprehenfion is dazled, opus Dei, quo 
Invention aſtoniſhed, and all 1 reg ſwallowed up. If ever Filius Dei ſe- 
the tongues of Angels were deſirable to explicate any word of 229um aco- 
God, they are ſo here. Great is the intereſt of words in this Doc- congii —_ 
trine. © We walk upon the brink of Danger. The leaſt tread a- & ſui, & ſpi- 
"wry -may ingulph us in the Bogs of Error. Arizs would have ricus ſandi {e- 
been content if the Council of Nice would but lave gratified him © fumilians, | 


in a Letter, 64405nG-, and 6440i5nG-. The Neftorians alſo deſired Lan. here) 


but a Letter, ©£099%©-, KoTUQO-, Theſe ſemed but ſmall and tam, ' fantam- 

®, | - que carnemeXx 
virgine Mariz, ſpiricus ſanti operatione, & efficacia, in unirate perſonz fibi aſſumpſic ; ica ut 
caro illa nullam propriam ſubſiſtentiam extra Dei Filium habeat, ſed ab illo, & in eo vers 
ſuſtencerur & geſterur : duabus perfeRtis naturis inter ſe &JpemTws x} &turyulos, « Nagi]ws XZ 
Eaneions unitis z. unde conſticuitiir perſona Chriſti Srayheare; &c Synoplis purioris Theo- 
ogiz, 295» | 


G 2 modeſt 


44 Of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
modeſt Requeſts, but if granted, had proved no ſmall prejudices to 
* Reafn/ (aith Jeſus:Chirilt,/and bis Truths. *1 defire therefore the Reader would 
fon(ſaith IS! | I . | 
rs. can _ _ dear ov py _ rs tO ac TRuens 
ew it ſelf, *Tisa ine hard £0 underitand, and dangerous tO multake. 
hm 1e4/me1c am really of his mind that ſaid * ir's berter not touch the botrom, 
to 8 Y. ga than not keep within the Circle > melins eſt neſcire centram, quam 
things which eu tenere cir culum. c. Headidaflume a true humane Body o that is 
re ie tek gti i onegnc 
: it's call'd taking on hi of Abraham, and in the Text Fleſh. 
occult, 191 He did alſo affume a true humane Soul, that's undeniable by its 
da. Quz ma- Operations, —_ O_—_ wo, iy _ 38. and 
nifeſta, non 27. 5O. chat atures make but one Perſon, is as 
=" 2 evident from Rom, 1. 3, 4. Teſs Chriſt was made of the ſeed of David 
roſper. enavlitt , in —_ _ —_ - - _ = of _ _ ! x90 — 
coraing to the Spirit 0 neſs, by the Reſwurrettion from t cad, 
= CETES yg : of whom as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt- came, who is over 
eta non mul- , , 
riplicantur, ni- alt, God bleſſed for ever, Amen, But that you may have a ſound and 
f multiplicen- clear underſtanding of this Myſtery, I will (r.) open the Nature 
rur ſuppoſita. (2) the Effects 3 and (3.) the Reaſons or Ends of this wonderful 


Umm aurem . 
cum tantum fir Unon. 


in Chriſto ſuppoſitum ; Unus tanrum fit Chriſtus, necefle eſt. | Trelcat.p. 67« 


The Nature of 'Firft;, The Nature of this Union. There be three illuſtrious 
= NT: and daszling Unions in Scripture : That of three Perſons in one 
af 7?" God, efſertiath * Thar of two diſtin Natures, and Perſons ; by 

one Spirit, m»/ically : And this of two diſtin Natures, in one 
Perſon, Hypoftaticaly. This is my task to open at this time. And 
for the more diſtin and perſpicuous management thereof, Iſha}l 
| ſpeak co it both. Negarively and Poſitively. | 
Non evruolo-  - 1): Negatively. 1 hink not when Chriſt aſſumed our Nature that 
Ss. it was umred corfubftantially, fo as the three Petſons in the God- 
| head are nnired among thetiifelyes. They all have but one and 
the ſame Nature, and Will; but in Chriſt are two diſtia&t Na- 
. tures, and Wills, tho but one. Perſon. 

Non gy/arzs. 2. Nor yet that they are united £hy/ically, as Soul and Body are 
united in one Perſon, For Death actually difſolves that, but this 
+ 1s indifſoluble. So that when his Soul was expird, and his Body 
mcterred; both Soul and Body were ſtil united to the ſecond Per- 

ſon; as much as ever. 7 MEH is 6, 
Non judgrad's- . Nor yet is it ſuch a wyſtical Onion, as is between Chriſt and 
Believers. Indeed that is a glorious Union 3 but tho Bears are 

- He 


+I 
6d 


Sem. 5. or the Hypoſtatical Union. 45 


ſaid to be in Chriſt, and Chriſt in them, -yet they are not one 
Perſon with him. They are not Chriſted into Chriſt, or God- 
ded into God, as blaſphemous Familifs (peak. | 
2aly, Pefitively, Bur this Aſſumption of which I ſpeak, is that 
whereby the Second Perſon in the Godhead did take the Human 
Nature into a Perſonal Union with himſelf, by virtue whereof tao iny x8? 
the Manhood {ſubfiſts in the Second Perſan, yet without Confu- <a;zw, non 
fion, both making but one Perſon, ordvrtgwnr©E-, or Immanuel, Jwdem erent 
. God with us. | » en Tbs | 
ſed Zurii ai qycas 3 dur ipſx naturz, in perſonam unitz. Darnaſc. 


So that tho we truly aſcribe a twofold Nature to Chriſt, yet 
not a double Perſon. For the Human Nature of Chriſt never Humana naru- 
ſubſiſted ſeparately and diſtin&tly, by any perſonal ſubſiſtence of ra non eſt 7J1v- 
itsown, as it doth in all other Men, but from the firſt momenc of ent 6 per 
conceptian ſabſiſted in union with the Second Perſon. netic" vor 
humana nartfra fuit, & poſtea affumpra fuir, ſed ua oulyE Z ua 0:8 atye ores, arg; in perſona 
Av: ſubfiſtir., Er fic unaeſt Chriſti perſona, in qua quidem eſt aa x; 4AAs, aliud arg; 
aliud; ſed non 4AaG- x; Gan, alius arg; alius. Ur Greg. Naz. apud Theodoret. Dialog. '2. 
Toexplicate this Myſtery more particularly, let it be conſidered. - 
Firſt, The Human Nature was united to the Second'Perſon 
miraculonſly and extraordinarily, being ſupernaturally fram'd in 
the Womb of the Virgin, by the over-thadowing power of the 
Higheſt, LZzke 1. 34, 35. By reaſon whereof it may truly: and . 
properly be ſaid ro be the Fruit of the Womb, not of the Loins of -/- 
Man, but not by Man. And this was neceſlary ro exempt the 
aſſumed Nature fromthe ſtain and pollution of Adam's Sin, which 
it wholly eſcaped ; in as much as he received it not, asall ethers 
do, in the way of ordinary Generation, wherein Original Sin is 
propagated : but this being extraordinarily produced, was a moſt 
pure and holy thing, L»ke 1.35. And indeed this perfetThining 
Holineſs in which it was produced was abſolutely neceſſary, both 
in order to its union with the Divine Perſon, and the deſign of 
that Union 3 which was both to ſatisfy for, and ro ſanRify us. 
The two Natures could not be conjoined in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
had there been the leaſt taint of Sin npon the Humane Nature, 
For God can have no Fellowſhip with Sin, much leſs be'united to 
it. Orfuppoſing ſuch a conjunction with our ſinful Nature, yet 
he being a Sinner himſelf, codld never ſatisfy for the Sins of others 3 
nor couid an unholy thing ever make us holy. S»ch a High-prieff 


therefore became us as is holy, harmleſs, mundefiled, ſeparate from Sin- 
in ners, 


: » 

Of ..the Perſon of Chriſt, i 
zers;Heb.7.26. And ſuch an one muſt he needs be, whom the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt produces in ſuch a peculiar way, 79 « 240), that holy thing. 
. Secondly, As it was produced miraculouſly, ſo it was afſumed 
entegrally; thar is to ſay, Chriſt cook a compleart and perfect Hu- 
mane Soul and Body, with all and every Faculty and Member 
'Aug. de Civir. Pertaining to it, And this was neceſſary (as bath Auftin and Ful- 
Dei, lib. 10.. gentizs have well obſeryed) that hereby he might heal the whole 
cap. 27- Þ-585. Nature of that Leproſy of Sin, which had (eizd and infected e- 
- Fulgent. ad yery Member and Faculty, avxila caviAapty Ivo moivrer & ork 
Ld xg He aſſumed all, to ſanify all 3 as Damaſcen expreſleth it. He 
cap. 20, © deſign a perfe recovery by ſanifying us wholly in Soul, Bo- 
dy, and Spirit 3 and therefore aſſumed the whole in orderto it. | 
Nec ulla-pec- -Fhirdly, He aflumed our Nature as with all ITS Inte ral parts, 
cart conragio ſq with all its ſinleſs ſafirmities., And therefore it's ſaid of him, 
naturam Wan pap 2. 17. That it behoved him, valo. mxvic 04zotw ano, accord- 
Cn. ing to all things (that is, all things natural, not formally finfal, as 
re poruit, cu- It's limited: by the ſame Apoſtle, Heb, 4. 15.) to be made like un- 
jus ſubſtanti- ro his Brethxen, But here our Divines do carefully diſtinguiſh 
am in {ce ali&- Tnfirmities into Perſona! and Natural. Perſonal Infirmities are 
ris in- fuch as befal particular Perſons, from*particular Cauſes, ſuch as 
eff bills ſpiri- Dumbneſs, Blindneſs, Lameneſs, Leprofies, Monſtrofities, and . 
eus ſanRi ope- other Deformities. Theſe it was no way neceſlary that Chriſt 
ratio ab omni {hqgy1d, nor did he at all aſſume; but the natural ones, ſuch as Hun- 
| > hs ger, Thirſt, Wearineſs, Sweating, Bleeding, Mortality, &-c. 
4 Tie wh Which tho they are not in themſelves formally and iatrinſecally 
Tifſene ; 8 ita Gnful ; yet are they the effects, and conlequents of Sin. They 
feri debuir, are ſo: many marks, that Sin hath left of it (elf upon our N2tures. 
utpore N 32 And on that account Chriſt is ſaid to be ſent in" che likeneſs of [inful 
Pb © Fleſh, Rom..8. 3- Wherein the gracious condeſcenſion of Chriſt 
crorum ficien- for us, is marvellouſly fignalized, . that he would not aſſume our 
da crat. Trelc. jznnocent Nature, as it was in Adam before the fall, awhile.it ſtood 
tafiit. Þ. 58- in all its primitive glory and perfeRion; - but after Sin had 

'  quitedefaced, ruined,,,and ſpoil'd it. $0 bes 

Neque ramen | Fourthly, The Humane Nature is1o united with the Divine, 
hu naniras hac aS:that each Nature ſtill retains its own eſſential properties diſ- 
ratione exalta- rin. And this DiſtinCion is not, nor can be loſt by that Union. 
ta, autindct- Q., the the.ewo Underſtandings, Wills, Powers, &c. viz. the 


Un chm eddcur eſt conſixſa;. quaſi ulliuſque deicari peculiaris: exiſter, ſive qualitatis, ſive 
proprieratis parziceps faQta : - ſed ab. eadem diſtinta manity, uſque manerque conſtans nempe 
finiro corpore conſtmiliq; quoad ſubſtanciam 8& faculcates effentiales hominum.alivrum omnium 
anima. Bradſhaw de Fuſtific. Þ. 79. 


Divine 


Serm. 5. or' the Hypoſtatical Union; 
Divine and Humane, are not confounded; but a line of Diſtinc- 
tion runs betwixt them ſtil} in this wonderful Perſon. It was 
the Hereſie of the Entychians condemned by the Council of Chatce= 
der,” to affirm that there was no diſtinRion betwixt the two Na- 
tures in Chriſt. Againſt whom that Council determined, that 
they were united «9v/yw75;, without any Immutation,; or Con- 
10n. | | 
eFifcthly, The Union of rhe two Natures in Chriſt, is an in/epa- 
rable Union ; fo that from the firſt moment thereof, there never 
was, nor to Eternity ſhall be, any Separation of them. | 
Doxbt. If you ask how the Union remained betwixt them, when 
Chriſt's Human Soul and Body were ſeparated from each other 
upon the Croſs? Is not Death the diſſolution of Union, betwixt 
Soul and Body? - | 
Refolutiovy, True, The natural Union betwixt his Soul and Bo- 
dy was diſſolved by Death for a time, but this Hypoſtatical U- 
nion remained even then as intire and firm as ever. For tho his Toetws rem 
Soul and Body were divided from each other, yet neither ofthem #< om 
from the Divine Nature. Divines aſſiſt our conception of this Cites 
Myſtery by an apt Illuſtration: A man-that holds in his hand'adqum homo ha- 
Sword ſheathed, when he pleaſeth, draws forth the Sword 3- but bens enſem in 
ſill holds that in one hand, and the ſheath in the other, and chen Y-g1na, quando 
ſheaths it again, ſtill holding ic in his hand : ſo when Chriſt died, _ 5h 
his Soul and Body retained their Union with the Divine: Nature, yn; manu va- 


thonot (during that ſpace) one with another. ginam tefict,& 
altera eniem ; 


ſic divina perſona per mortem, antmam A corpore veluti enſem a vagina ſeparavir, utramque 
ramen parrem ſtbi habwr unicam: per reſurretionem autem animam corpori copulavir, quaſi 
enſem reponens in yagina. | 


And thus you-are toform and regulate your conceptions of this 
great Myſtery. Some-adumbrations and'imperfe& fimilitudes of 
1t may be found in Nature. Among which ſome * commend that * Jyſt. Mars. 
Union which the Soul and Body have with each other ;- they are 
of different natures, = both make one individual Man. Others 
t fault this, becauſe both theſe uniced- make bur one compleat + Ales. Atcs.. 


Haman Nature 3 whereas in Chriſt's Perſon are two perfect Na- 
tures: and commend to us a more perfet Emblem, viz. that of. 
the Cyeas.and the Tree or Stock, which: have two Natures, yet 
make but one Tree. But then we muſt remember that che Cyens 
wants a Root of its own, which is an integral part z but Chriſt aſ- » 61... ,F 
fumed our Nature integrally, - This defect is by others * pg the Covenant. 
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ed in the 2i/cletve, and the Oak, which have different Natures ; 
che 44/clerce ſubſiſts in Union with the Oak, ill retaining 
9p difference, of Nature z and tho making but one Tree, yet bears 
differeat-Fruits. And ſo much to thefirſt thing, namely the na- 
ture of this Union. : : L 
The refalts of. Secondly; For the effeQts or immediate reſults of this marvellous 
the Hypojtati- Union, let theſe three be well conſidered. 
cal Union. _. 1. "The. two Natures being thus united in the Perſon of the 
Mediator, by virtue thereof the properties of each Nature are 
attribured and do truly agree to the whole Perſon: fo that it's 
proper to ſay, the Lord of Glory was crucified, a Cor. 2. 8. and 
the Blood of God redeemed the Church, A#s 20. 28. That Chriſt 
: was both in Heaven, and in Earth at the ſame-cime, oh. 3. 13. - 
Proprietares Yet, we do not believe that one Nature doth transfuſe or im- 
urriuſq; natu- part its Properties to the other, or that it is proper to.lay the Di- 
rz roti perſo- yine Nature ſuffered, bled or died; or the Humane is Omniſci- 
ne, nent, Omnipotent, Omnipreſent : bur that the Properties of both 
perunt. Filius Natures are ſo aſcribed to the Perſon, that it is proper ro affirm 
hominis, qui any of them of him in the concrete, tho not abſtratly. The right 
eſt perfona underſtanding of this would greatly aſſiſt in reaching the true 
cuabus con- Senſe of the torenamed, and many other dark Pailages in the 
ns naturis, Geri | | 
eſt omniprx- IcrApcures. | I 
ſens, zternus, adorabilis, adorandus, nempe ſecundum naturam divinam, clus hxc fant 
3Nouer ; adoramus deitatem incarnatam, ipſa aurem deiras eft proprium & abſolurum Divinz 
adorarionis objettum. \ 
» 2. Another fruit of this Hypoſtatical Union, is the ſingular ad- 
4. yancement of the Human Nature in Chriſt far beyond and above 
Narura hun4- What it is capable of in any other Perſon ; it being hereby reple- 
n2 ira aflump- niſh'd and fill'd with an unparalled meaſure of Divine Graces 
ta, ſupra cre- and Excellenctes ; in whicl1 reſpe& he is ſaid ro be awimed above or | 
co _ before bis Fellows, Pſal. 45.8. and ſo becomes the Obje& of. Ado- | 
ſomprionis: Tation, and Divine Worſhip; As 7. 59. This the Soejnians gp- I 
Hujus victure ;Pgn, With this Argument. Hechatis worſhiped with a Divine 
mirum 1n mo- Worſhip, as he 15 Mediator, -15 not {o worſhiped as God: but 
dum. eſt cxal-Chriſt is worſhiped as Mediator. But we ſay, that to be wor- 
72 *% 1- 4 ſhiped as Mediator, and as God, are not oppotite, butAhe one is 
Gul. Bradſhaw nEcefarily included;in the other z and therein-is farther included 
de juſtificatio- The ratio formalis ſab qua of, that Divine Religious Worſhip. 
ne, Þ. 75- 3. Hence, inthe la{t place, follows, as another excellent foi of 
_ . - this Union, The concowrſe and co-operation of each Nature to his Media- 
© .. tryWorks: Forin them he alts according ta both Natures, The Hu- 
h man 
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man Nature doing what is Human, viz. Suffering, Sweating, 
Bleeding, Dying: and his Divine Nature ſtamping all thele 
with infinite value 3 and fo both (weetly concur unto one glori- 
ous work and defign of Mediation. Papifts generally deny that 
he performs any: of his Mediatory works as God, but only as 
Man; but how boldly do they therein contradi& theſe plain 
' Scriptures? See 2 Cor. 5. 19. Heb. g. 14,15, And ſomuch asto 
the ſecond thing propounded,. viz. the fruirs of this Union. 
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Thirdly, The ]aſt thing to be opened is the grounds and reaſons The Reſons of 
of this Aſſumption. And we may {ay touching that, (1.) That the t5pytaci- 
the Human Nature was not aſſumed co any intrinſecal perfeRion £4! Vion. 


of the Godhead, but ro make that Human Nature it ſelf perfe&. 
The Divine did not affume the Human Nature neceſlarily, bur 
voluntarily ; not our of indigence, but bounty ; got becauſe ic 


was to be perfected by it, but to perfe& ir, by cauſing it to lie as 


2 Pipe to the infinite all-illing Fountain of Grace and Glory, of 
which it is the great Receptacle. (z.) And ſoconſequently to 
yu and prepare him tor a full diſcharge of his Mediatorſhip ia 

1e Otfices of our Prophet, Prieſt, and King. Had he not this 


double Nature in the unity of his Perſon, he could nothave been 


our Prophet : for as God he knows the Mind and Will of God, feb. 
x. 18. & 3.13. and as as he is;fitted to impart it ſutably to us, 
Dext. 18. 15, 16,47, 18. compared with As 3. 22. 


As Prieſt, had he not been- Man, he coald have ſhed no Blood; In naturi hu- 


and if not God, it had been no adequate value for us, Heb. 2. 17. 


mana ſarnsfe- 
cit, ſed preti- 


Hts 20. 28. | um, dignitas, , 
As King, had he not been Man, he had been an Heterogenous, ecacia,8 ap- 
and fo no fit Head for us. And if not God, he could neither rule plicario illius 


nor defend his Body the Church. 


- Theſe then werethe deſigns and ends of that aſſumption. yon" an 
| "Uſe. 1. T Ameſ, Bell. 


ſatisfactiontis 2 


 Letall Chriftians rightly inform their, Minds in this Truth, of ſo great Enerv, lib. 8. 


concernment in Religions and bold it faſt againſt all ſubtle Adverſaries 
that would wreſt it from them, The Learned Hooker oblerves that 
the dividing of Chriſt's Perſon, which 1s but one, and the con- 
foundiag of. his Natures which are two, hath been the occaſion of 
thoſe Errors which have fo greatly diſturbed the Peace of che 
Church. - The 45a»; deny'd his Deity, levelling him with other 
meer Men. The Apolinarians maimed -his Humanity. The Sa- 
bellians affirmed that the Father _ Holy Ghoſt were incarnated, 
i | as 


* 
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as well as the $0n:3, and were forced upon that Abſurdity by ano» 
ther Error, wiz. denying three diſtin Perſons in the Godhead, 
2nd affirming they were but three Names. - The Entychians con- 
founded both Natures in Chriſt, denying any diſtintion of them, 
The Selexfians affirmed that he unclothed himſelf of his Huma- 
nity when he aſcended, . and hath no —_— in Heaven, 
Tlie Nefterians {o rent the ewo Natuzes oi Chriſt alunder, as to ' 
make £wo diſtin Perſons of them. !: - _. - $208 he 3 S bel : 

. But ye (Beloved) have not ſo learned Chriſf, Ye knowhe is (1.) 
"ly i v True and very God, (z.) True and very Man: that (3.) Theſe 
SO. and rwo Natures make but one Perſon, being yinted inſeparably. (4.) 
3-5w@-, That chey are no6confounded-or fwallowed yp: one in another, 
«254795 but remain ſtill diſtin inthe Perſon of Chriſt... ' Hold ye the-form 
dcovyuT2 of ſound words, which cannot be condemaed. - Great things hang 
_ upon all theſe Truths. O ſuffer not a ſtone-to be looſed our of 
"the Foundation. | 


Uſe 2, 
Adorethe Love of the Father, and Son, who bid ſo high for your Souls x 
44d at this rate were contented you ſhould. be recoutred. 11). 
2. The Love of the Father is herein admirably conſpicuous, 
who ſo vehemently willed our Salvation, that-he is content to 
cegrade the Darling of his Soul to ſo vile and contemptible a 
State, which was upon the matter an undoing to him, in point of 
Reputation; as the Apoſtle intimates,” Phil. 2.97. If two Perſons 
be at variance, and the Superiour,: who ato-is the wronged Per- 
ſon, begin to ſtoop firſt, and ſay, yau have deeply wronged me, 
yea, your Blood is not able to repair the wrongs you have.done 
me 3 however ſuch is my Love to you, and willingneſs to be at 
peace with you, that I will part wich what is moſt dear to me in 
all the World, for peace-lake 3 yea, tho] ſtoop below my (elf, 
and ſeem asit wereto forget my owa Relationaand- Endearments 
| ' to my own Sen, I will not (uffer fuch a breach berwixt me and 
Nullus jacen- you. Foh. 3:16, God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis only begotten Son. 
tem ſuſcicat, 2, And howaſtoniſhing is the Love of: Chriſt ! that would 
_ g 1" ny make ſuch a ſtoop as this to exalt us ! O is ravithing co think 
= Ideo carnem he ſhould pals by a mare excellent and noble ſpecies'of: Creatures 
ailumpiir, ur refuſing the Angelica] Nature, Heb,-2.. 1 6, to rake! Bleth >. anc 
per paribile, id not to * ſolace and diſpart himſelf in it aeither, -got to experience 
quodelt Pi” ſenſitive Pleaſures in che Body: for as he needed them nor, be- 
on > Oftine. 10g at the Fountain-head of the higheſt Joys, ſo it was noc at all 
er.  Theod, IN his defign, bur the very contrary, even to make himfelf a Sub- 
; | þ ject 
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ject capable of Sorrows, Wounds and Tears. It was, as the A- 

poſtle -elegantly expreſleth it, in Heb. 2.9. omns wvatp mrey'o; 

Feloy21 Jeeves; that he might ſenſibly caſte what reliſh Death 

hath, and what bitrerneſs is in thoſe Pangs and Agonies. Now 

O that you would ger your Hearts ſutably impreſt and affe&ted 

with cheſe high Exprefſſures of the Love both of che Father and 

Son ! How is the Courage of fome Noble Romans celebrated in Hil 

tory, for the brave Adventures they mide for the Common- 
wealth ! But they could never ſtoop as Chriſt did, being ſo infi- 

nitely below him in perſonal Dignity. ; 

Ofe 3; | 
And here the Infinite Wiſdom hath alſo left a famous and e-- ,,, «1 :,.-.. 

verlaſting mark of it ſelf ; which invites, yea, even chains the nii ve! huma- 
eyes of Angels and Men to ic felf. Had there been a'general ni, vel angetici 
Council of Angels, to adviſe upon a way of recovering poor Sin- <7 cuſmo- 
ners, they would all have been at an everlaſting deniur and loſs a- 01 909vem in- 
bout it. - It could nor have entred their thoughts, (tho they are aur excoz;ca- 
Intelligencies, and moſt fagacious Creatures) that ever Mercy, tum fperare. 
Pardon and Grace ſhould find fuch a way as this to iflue forth Unde fi pecca- 
from the Heart of God to the Hearts ofSiriners. O how wiſely ©. Taedidir 
is the method of our Recovery laid! So that Chriſt may well be yeceiris furs 
call'd 55 9vxpus, #, erÞix, I Cor. 1. 24. the Power, and Wiſ- debirz, ad e- + 
dom of God; for as much as -in him the Divine Wiſdom is juſmodi inver- 


more glorified, than in all the other Works of God, upon which = qr 


Man. & detperario- 
© Uſe 4. nis barathrum 
Hence alſo we infer the incomparable ſweetneſs of the Chriſtian Reli- pracipircm 
gion, that ſhews poor Sinners ſuch a fair Foundation toreſt their trembling ®aret. br. 
Conſciences pou. While poor diſtreſſed Souls look to themſelves,,,”., 60 
they are perpetually puzled. That's the cry of diſtreſſed natural ** 
Conſcience, Mic. 6. 6, Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord ? the 
Hebrew is VV. DIR 22 how ſhall I prevent or anticipate tle TW 
Lord?" and ſo MHorntanw rendets it, in quo preoeeupabo Dominus ? exeaptr1ogs ng 
Conſcience ſees God arming himſelf. with Wrath to aveage him- —_ 9g 
ſelf for Sin; cries our, Ohow: ſhall I prevent him ! 1 he would = Þ 
accept the fruit off my Body (tbe dear pledges of Nature) = 
H 2. 15 
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the Sin of my Soul, he ſhould have them. But now we ſee God 
coming down in Fleſh, and fo intimately uniting our Fleſh to him- 
ſelf, that it hath no proper ſubſiſtence of its own, bur is united 
with the Divine Perſon 3 hence it's ealy to 4magine what worth 
and value muſt be in chat Blood, and how eternal Love, ſpringing 
forth. triumphantly from it, flouriſhes into Pardon, Grace, and 
Peace. Here is a way in which the Sinner may ſee Juſtice and 
Mercy kiſffing each other, and the latter exerciſed freely, without 


prejudice tothe former. All others Conſciences through the... 


World lie either in a deep ſleep in the Devil's Arms, or elſe are 
rolling (Sea-ſick) upon the Waves of their own Fears and diſmal 
Preſages. O happy are they that have dropt Anchor on this 
Ground, and not only know they have Peace, but why they 
have it! 

Uſe 5. 

Of how great concernment is it, that Chriſt ſhould have Union with our 
particular Perſons, as well as with our common Nature ? For by this 
Union' with our Nature alone, never any Man was, or can be 
ſaved. Yea, let me add, that this Union with your Natures is 
utterly in vain to you, and will do youno good, except he have 
Union with your Perſons by Faith alſo. Ic is indeed infinite Mer- 
- Cy thatGod 1s come ſo near you, as to dwell in your Fleſh ; and 
that he hath fitted ſuch an excellent Method to fave poor Sin- 
ners in. And hath he done all this ? Is he indeed come home, e- 
ven to your own doors, to ſeek Peace? Doth he vail his unſup= 
portable Glory under Fleſh, that he might treat thee more fami- 
liarly > And yet doyou refuſe him, and ſhut your hearts againſt 
him? then hear one word, and let thine ears tingle- at the 
found of it; thy Sin is hereby aggravated beyond the Sin of De- 
vils, who never finn'd againſt a Mediator in their own Nature ; 
who never deſpiſed,” or refuſed, becauſe indeed they were never 
offered terms of Mercy, as you are. | | 

And I doubt not but the' Devils themſelves, who now tempt 
you to reject, will to all Eternity upbraid your. Folly for rejecting 
chis great Salvation, which in this excellent way is brought down, 
even to your own doors. 

| Uſe 6. . 

If Jeſus Chriſt has affumed our Nature, Then he 5s fenſibly toncht: 
with the Infirmities that attend it, and ſo hath pity and compaſſion for us 
wnder all onr Buraevs, And indeed this was one end of his aſſum- 
ing it, that he might be able ro have compaſſion on vs, as you 


read, 
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read, Heb, 2, 17,18. Wherefore inall things it beboved him to be made 
like unto his Brethren, that he might be. a merciful and faithful High- 
prieſt. in things pertaining to God, ta make reconciliation for the. Sins of 
the People, For in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he 5s a- 
ble to ſuccour them that are tempted, 'O what a comfort is this tO Us, 

that he who is. our High-prieſt in Heaven, hath-our Nature on 

him,. toenable him to take 2 RR 0n.0s! 

Uſe 7. 

Hence we ſee, To what a height God intends to build up the Hap- 
pineſs of Man, in that he hath laidthe Foundation thereof ſo deep, 1n the: 
ixcarnating of his own Son, 

They that intend to.build high, uſe to lay the Foundation low... 
The pings 208 Glory of our Bodies, as well as Souls, is 
founded in Chriſt's taking our Fleſh upon him. For therein, as in 
a Model or Pattern, God intended to ſhew what in time he re- 
ſolves to make of our Bodies; for he will we7z4nuarltay, 
transform our vile Bodies,. and make them one day conformable 
to the glorious Body of Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 3. 21. This Fleſh was 
therefore aſſumed by Chriſt, that in it might be thewn, as in a 
Pattern, how God:intends to honour and exalt it. Andiindeed a 
greater Honour cannot be done to the Nature of Man, than what 
15 already done it, by this Grace of Union. Nor are our Perſons 
capable of a higher Glory, than what conſiſts in their conformity 
to this glorious Head. Indeed the Fleſh of Chriſt will ever have 
a Uiſtin& Glory from ours in Heaven, by reaſon of this Union z; 
for being the Body which the Word aflumed, it is two ways ad 
vanced {ingularly above the Fleſh and Blood of all other men, viz. 
Sabtjeftivel, and Objetively - SubjeQtively, it: is the. Eleſh and 
Blood of God, A#s 20. 28. and fo hath a diſtin and incommu- 
nicable-Glory of itsown. . And Objeaively,. it is the Fleſh and 
Blood which all the Angels and Saints adore. But tho in theſe. 
things it be ſupereminently exalted, yer it, is- both. the Mediam and. 
Patters of all that Glory which bt deſigns to raiſe us-to-- 

. Vſe 8. ; 

Laſtly, How wonderful.a Comfart is it that he who awells in our Fleſh 
5 God !- What Joy may not a poor. Believer make out of this? | 
What Comfort one made out of |t, I will give you in his own-- 
words. 1 ſee.it a work of God-.(ſaith he) that Experiences are all loſt, . 
when Summons of. Improbation to prove our-Charters of Chriſt to be coun-- 
rerfeit, are raiſed avainſt poor Souls in their heavy Trials, But let me: 

be a Sinner, ana worſe. than the chief of Sinners, yea a guilty Devil; p- am 
HYe-- 


" 
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Shews the 
Authority by 
which Chriſt 


as Mediator = 
atted, X 


Chriſt's Commiſſion opened, and the 
ſure wy-well beloved 45: God, - and'my Chrift is God. And when I ſay 
nyObriffts:Godz 1 have' ſaid al things, 1 can [ty ne-more. 1 wonld 


Iconld buittiag melronthis,” My Chrift is God, ar it would bear + Þ 


FR ; 
. 


- 'God'and' Man in one Perfon, Othrice happy Conjuntion ! As 
Man, he is full of experimental ſenſe of our Infirmities, Wanrs, 
and Burdens; and as God,: he can ſupport, and ſupply them all. 
The Aſpect of Faith upon thiswonderfal Perſon, how relieving, 
hawteviving; how abundantly farisfying.is it? God will never 
divorce*the believing Soul; and its:comfort, *after he hath mar- 
ried our Nature to his own Son, by the'Hypoſtarical, and our 
Perſons alſo by the bleſſed ' Myſtical Union. 


TY IG —_—  — —_— —_— ———— 


The Sixth Ser mon. 


— 


- ' » 


Jon. VI. 27, | 
For bim.hath God the Father ſealed, 


» 


FOU have heard Chriff's Compa& or Agreement with 
the Father, in'the Covenant of Redemption 5 as alſo 
p what the Father did inÞurſuance of the'Ends thereof, in 
iving his Son out of his Boſom, &c.- alſo what the Son hath 
der cowards it, in aſſuming Fleſh. But tho the glorious Work 
be thus far advanced; yet all he ſhould-a& 'in that aſſumed Body, 
had been itvalid and /vain, without a due Call and Commiſſion 
from the Fatherfo-rodo.'' Which is the! import of the Words 

now before you, | EEOC 
This Scripture'is a part of Chriſt's excellent reply :toa ſelf-ended 
Generation, who followed Wy not for any ſpiritual excellen- 
cies that they ſaw in-him, or Soul-advantages they expected by 
him, but for Bread: © Inftead'of* making his Service their Meat 
and Drink, they only ſerved him: thar they might eat "and drink. 
Setf 13a thing may creep into the beſt Heatts'and' Ations 3- but-ir- 
only predominates in the Hypocrite. Theſe: people had _ 

ri 


1 
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Chriſt from place to place, and having at laſt found hiry, they 
ſalute him with an impertinent Compliment . Rebbi," WhencAmeſt 
thay bither? werſ; 25. *Chrilts reply 18 partly d/ſſwaſive;andipart- 
ly direfive, He difſwades them frony putting the ſecondary and 
ſubordinate, in the place of the principal, and ultimate end; nor 
ro prefer their. Bodies to their 'Souls, their fleſhly Accomme- 
dations to the Glory of God. . Laboar net for the want 1har periftss: 
«h. Wherein-he doth not take them-.oft;-from:their lawhildi2s 
bours and Callings : . but he difliwwades them, fr/f, from-minding 
theſe things too inrently.z and /econdly, he 'diflwades them from 
that odious Sin of making Religion but a pretence for the Belly: - 

And it is partly dire&ive,, gad thatin the main endand buſineſs 


of Life. Bat labour for that JMeat which endures to eternal Life 36\20 _ 
get Bread for your. Sanls, \.to live. eternally by.'.:And-thathe * 
might engage their Diligence in; ſeeking-itto/purpoſe, the ſheys © | 
them. not only ' where they may have it, [ #hich'the Sox of Alan 


ſhall give you] but alſo how they may be tully ſatisfied that he hath 


. it for them, in the:Clauſel have pitched qa; For him. bath God the 


Father ſealed. + | 


. In theſe words are three:parts obſervable.) bt 


1. ThePerſon ſealing, or inveſting Chriſt with | Autclioricy and 
Power z which is ſaid to be God the Father. Thoall the Perſons 
in the Godhead are equal in Nature, Dignity and Power, yet in 
their Operation there 45+ an Order obferved among them 3 .the 
Father ſends the Son, the Sox'is fent.by the Fathers: the Holy Ghoſt: 
is ſent by both. - 1... CURL 

2. The SubjeQin which God the Father ladges this Authority 

Him | that is the Son of Man. Jeſus Chriſt he' is the #e6my 
471%), firft Receptacle of t. And he muſt here be underftood 
excluſively. / God rhe Father hath ſo ſealed him ashe never fea- 
| led any other before him, - or that: ſhall: ariſe. afrer. him;*+'No 
Name is given in; Heaven. or Eatch, but clis Name by:which we 
are ſaved, As 4.12, The Government is upon his Shoulders, I{a., 9.  - 

3- Here is farther obſervable, the way and manner of the Fa- 
ther's delegating and committing this Authority to Chrift ; and 
that is, by Sealiag him. Where -we have. both a ep the 
Symbel of Authoriy being put :for the Authority irdelfz and 
a. Metaphtt ,, Sealing; 1 whichis.abuman ac, for the ratitying and 
confirming an Inftvament or Grant, being here applied ro God: 
Like as Princes, by ſealed Credentials, confirm the Authority of thoſe that 
are {ent by them 5 as the Dutch Annotators well expreſs the mean-- 
ing of it. Hence we note, Do&. 
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Nihil aliud 
poſle ex ditto 
Apoſtoli elic1, 


Chrift's Commiſſion opened, and the 
Dot. That Jeſus Chrift did ot of himſelf undertake the work of our 
Redemption, but was ſolemnly ſemed unto that Work by God the 


Father. 


When I ſay .he did not_of himſelf undertake this Work, 1 


mean-not that he-was unwilling to go abour it, for his Hearr was 


25 fully and ardently: engaged in itas the Father's was : ſo he tells 
us; P/al; 40:7. Lo, | come to do thy Will © God, thy Law is in my Heart, 
But the meaning is, he came not without a due Call, and full 
Commiſſion-from his Father. 'And fo it is to be underſtood in 
oppoſition to. Intrufion, not voluntary Suſception. And this 
is che meaning of that Scripture, 7eb.'8. 42. I proceeded and came 

om'Gods: neither came'T-of my ſelf,” but he ſent me. ' And this the 
Apoſtle iplainly exprefſeth; and fully clears, Heb. 5. 4, 5. Ad no 


niſi hoc; Chriſ- Hen taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he that 5s call d of God, as was 


tum ab eo vo- 


Aaron : | /o alſo Chriſt glorified not himſelf to be made 'a High Prieſt ; 


carum efſe ad pt he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, And on theaccount of 
Os _ theſe ſealed Credencials he received from his Father, he is called 
tory, 29quo Agee High Prieſt of-oar: Profeſſion, Heb. 3. 1. i. e. 


genius eſt, 
Cameronss 


Myrothec. 
P- 317» 


one called/and. ſent forth by the Father's Authoricy, * Our preſen: 
buſineſs then is to open Chriſt's Commiſſion, and view the great 
Seal of Heaven by which ic was ratified. 

And to. preſerve a clear Method in the explication of this 

<_ ruth, : into which your Faith and Comfort is reſolved, 1 
. Firſt, Shew what was the Work and Office-to which the Fa- 
ther ſealed him. , 

Secondly, What his ſealing to this Work doth imply. 

Thiraly, How and by what a&ts the Father ſealed hm to it. 

Fourthly, Why 1t was rroogagt © ve he ſhould be thus ſealed, 
__ anthorized by. his Father. d then prove it in its Proper 

Firſt, What was that Office or Work to which his Father ſealed 
him ? I anſwer more generally, he was ſealed to the whole Work 
of Mediation for us, 'thereby to recover and fave all the -Ele&, 
whom the Father -had given him: So 7eb».'17:2. It was to give 
eternel Life to as many as were given him : It'was to bring Facob again 


re hin; 1{a; 49.5. or, as the Apoſtle exprefles it, 1 Per.3.18. That 
he oo brirg us to God, More particalarly, in'order to the fure 
'-a 


effeing of this moſt glorious Defign, he was ſealed ; 


hd, b 
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the Offices of a Prophet, Prieſt and King, that ſo he might bring 


2bout and compals this Work. 

1. God fealed him a Commiſſion to preach the glad tidings of 
Salvationto Sinners. This Commiſſion Chriſt opened and read 
in the audience of the People, Zake 4. 18, 19, 20, 21. Ard when 
he had opened the Boot, he found the place where it is written, The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, becanſe he hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel 10 
the Poor 5, he hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach Delive- 
rance to the Captives, and the recovering of Sight to the Blind ;, to ſet at 
liberty them that are brni{ca;, to preach the acceptable Year of the Lord, 
And he cloſed the Bock, &C, And he began to ſay unto them, This day 
is this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. | 

2, He alſo ſealed him to the Prieſthood, and chat the moſt ex- 


. cellent 3 authorizing him to execute both the parts of it, viz, 


Oblatory, and Interceſſory, He call'd him to offer up himſelf a Sa- 
ctifice for us. 1 bave Power (faith he) to lay down my Life; this 
Commandment have I recesved of my Father, Joh. 10.18. And upon 
that account his offering up of his Blood is by the Apoſtle tiled 
an AR of Obedience, as it is Phil. 2. 8. He became obedient unto 
Death, He alſo call'd him to intercede for us, Ab. 7. 21, 24,25. 
Theſe Prieſts were made without an Oath, but this with an Oath; by 
him that ſaid unto him, The Lord ſware, and will zot repent, thou art a © 
Prieſt for ever : Becauſe his Sacrifice is virtually continued in his 
living for ever to make Intercefſion, as it is ver. 24, Yea, he 
call'd him to his Regal Office he was ſet upon the higheſt Throne 
of Authority by his Father's Commiſſion, as it is, Matth. 28. 18. 
All Power in Heaven and Earth i pivento me, To all this was Chriſt 
ſealed and authorized by his Father. 

Secondly, What doth che Father's ſealing of Chriſt tothis Work 
and Office imply > There are divers things implied in it. As, 

1. The Validity and Efficacy of all his Mediatory Acts. For 
by virtue of this his ſealing, whatever he did was fully ratified. 
And in this very thing lies much of a Believer's Comfort and 
Security 3 for as much as all Acts done without Commiſion 
and Authoricy, (how great or able ſoever the Perfon that doth 
them is, yet) are in themſelves null and void. But what is 
done' by Commiſſion and Authority, is authentick and moſt 
allowable among Men. Had Chriſt come from Heaven, and 


entred upon his Mediatory Work without a due Call, our 


Faich had been ſtumbled ar the very threſhold; bur this greatly 
ſatisfies. , , 
2, Ir 
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2. It imports the great Obligation lying upon Jeſus Chriſt to 
be faithful in the Work he was ſealed tro. Fortte Farher in this 
Commiſtion devolves a great Truſt upon him, and re:ies upon 
him for his moſt faithful diſcharge hereof. And indeed upon 
this very account Chriſt reckons himſelf tpecially obliged to 
purſue the Father's deſign and end, oh. 9.4. 1 muſt work the Works 
cf him that ſent me, And foh. 5, 30, I ſeek nit my own Will, bat the 
Will of the Father which ſent ms, Still his Eye is upon that Work 


2nd Will of his Father. And he reckons himſelf under a neceſfity 


of punctual and preciſe Obedience to it ; and, as a faithful Ser- 

yant, will have his own Will ſwallowed up in the Father's Will. 
3. It imports Chriſt's compleat qualification or inſtrumental 

fitneſs, to ſerve the Father's deſign and end in our Recovery. 


Had . not God known him to be every 'way fit and qualified for 


the Work, he would never have ſealed him a Commiſſion for ir. 
Men may, but God will not ſeal an unfit or incapable Perſon for 
bis Work. And indeed whatever is deſirable in a Servant, was 
eminently found in Chriſt. For Faithfulneſs, none like him. Aoſes 
indeed was faithful to a Pin, but ſtill as a Servant : but Chriſt as 
2 Son, Heb. 3. 2; He is the faithful and true Witneſs, Rev. 1. 5. 


_ For Zea), none like him. The Zeal of God's Houſe did-eat him 
up, 76h. 2.16, 17- He was fo intent upon his Father's Work, 


that he forgot to eat Bread, counting his Work his Meat and 
Drink, 7oh. 4. 32. Yea, and Love to his Father carried him on 
through all his Work, and made him delight in the hardeſt piece 
of his Service; for he ſerved lim as a Son, Heb. 3.5,6. All 
that ever he did was done in love. For Wiſdom, none like 
him. The Father knew him to be moſt wiſe, and faid of him 
before he was imploy'd, Behold, my Servant ſhall deal prudenth, Ia: 


52.13- To conclude, for Self-denial, never any like him he - 


ſought not his own Glory, but the Glory of him that ſent him, 


7oh. 8. 50, Had he not been thus faithiul, zealous, full of Love, 


prudent, and ſelf-denying, he had never been imployed in this 
great Afair. 

4. It implies Chriſt's fole Authority in the.Church, to appojat 
and enjoin what he pleaſeth. And this is his peculiar Preroga- 
tive. . For the Commiſhon God ſealed him in the Text, 1s a 
fingle, not a joint Commilſiton 3 he hath ſealed him, and none be- 
fide him. Indeed there were ſome that pretended a Call'and 
Commiſhon from God; bur all that were before him were Thieves 
and Robbers, that came not in at the Door as he did, 7ob.1 or 
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And he himſelf foretels, that after him ſome ſhou!d ariſe, and 14- Omnes ante 
bour to deceive the World with a feigned Commiſſion, and ae (id eft,me 
counterfeir Seal, /atth. 24. 24. There jhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and Ws rs oe 
; : ultro cum non 
falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Wouaers; inſomuch that, faerinr mith 
if it were poſſible, they ſhauld deceive the very Elect, But God nevet cucirrerunr, te 
commithonated any beſides him, neither is there any other Name P79  Meifia 
under Heaven, A 4. 12. Thus you ſee how the validity of his jrarunc) 
, EE, 's . J.hode une fures, &: 
Acts, his Obligation to be faithful, his compleat Qualifications, tarrones ; '1a- 


and ſole Authority in the Church, are imported ia his Sealing. rtronum more 
adulrerino 


quxpiam oſtia cocli commenri ſunt, & per ea homines in arernz damnationis ſpeluncam prac! 
pitarunt, Dretericys, | 


Thirdly, Let us enquire how God the Father ſealed Jeſus Chriſt 
to this Work, and we ſhall find that he was ſealed by four Acts 
of the Father. * 

1. By ſolemn Deſignation to this Work, He ſingled him, our, and ſet 
him apart to it 3 and therefore the Prophet 1/aiah, chap.4z. v. 1. 
calls him God's Ele. And the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Per. 2. 4. Choſen = Mt; 2 
of God, This word which we rencer Ee, doth nor only ſigoify cms 5 
one that in himſelf is eximious, worthy, and excellent, bur alſo tans, glut 
one that is ſet apart and deſigned, as Chriſt was for the work of icns. 
Mediation. And fo much is carried in foh. 10, 36. where the Fa- _ 
ther is ſaid to ſantify him, 3. e. to ſeparate, and devote him to Vid- Putch 4n- 
this Service. pe ano wn 

2. He was ſealed not only by ſolemn Deſignation, bur alſo Ly 
ſupereminent, and unparallel d Santtification, He was anointed, as well 
as appointed to it. The Lord filled him with the Spirir, and that 
without meaſure, to qualify him for this Service. So //4.51.1,2,3. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to 
preach, 8c. Yea, the Spirit of the Lord was not only upon him, a \crkia 
but he was full of the Spirit, Zake 4. 1. and fo full as never was chviniun; a; 
any beſide him : For God anointed hin with the Oil of Gladneſs above cuntur (6, on 
hs fellows, Plal. 45. 7. Believers are his Fellows, or Copartners undionis {anc 
of this Spirit : They have an Anointing alſo, but not as Chriſt had :; *# #1:x-:ncn 
In himit dwelt in its fulneſs, in them according co meaſure. It was Form Eulum 
poured out on Chriſt our Head abundantly, and ran down to the Zq qui die? 
hem of his Garment. God gave not the Spirit to him by meaſnre, Joh, tur vere Clri/- 
3. 34. Gol hlled Chriſt's Human Nature to che utmoſt capacity tian, xeirus 


wich all fulne(s of che Spirit of Knowledg, Wiſdom, Love, ec, _ 3 : 
; ' Le UWU/, $4 1h, 


Dona iſta abſ lure % in ſe {nira fucre, ſicur X ipfa Chriſtrnatura finita eſt ; noſtri ramen 76. 
ſpe&u ſunt abſq; mentura, Dr, Afr. Explicat. Cat. pars 2. Ps» 170. 


+3: beyond 


Exod. 30. 23 
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Job L 7. 


Chriſt's Commiſſion opened, or the 


beyond all Creatures, for the plenary and more effeual Admi- 
nitration of his Mediatorſhip : He was fu!l extenſively with all 
kinds of Grace ; and full i»re»/ſvely with all degrees of Grace. 
It pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs awell, Col, 1. 19. 
as Light in the Sun, or Water in a Fountain, that he might not 
only fill all things, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Epheſ. 1. 22. but that he 
might be prompt, expedite, arid every way fit to diſcharge his 
own Work, which was the next and immediate end of it : So 
that the holy Oil that was poured out upon the Heads of Kings 
and Prieſts, whereby they were conſecrated to their Offices, was 


” but typical of the Spirit by which Chriſt was conſecrated, or 


ſealed to his Offices. 


3. Chriſt was ſealed by the Father's immediate Teſtimony. from 


Heaven, whereby he was declared to be the Perſon whom the Father had 
ſolemuly deſigned and appointed to this Work. And God gave this ex- 
traordinary Teſtimony of him at two remarkable ſeaſons; the 
one was juſt at his entrance on his publick Miniſtry, 2a. 3. »:. the 
other but a lictle before his Sufferings, Marth. 17. 5. This Voice 
was not formed by ſuch Orgaris and Inſtruments of Speech as 
ours are, but by creating a Voice in the Air, which the People 


_ heard ſounding there; by this God owned, approved, and as by 


2 Seal ratified his Work. 

4. Chriſt was ſealed by the Father #: a# theſe extraordinary mi- 
raculous Werks wrought by him, in which the Father gave yet more 
full and convincing Teſtimonies to the World, that this was He 
whom he had appointed to be our Mediator. Theſe were con- 
victiveto the World that God had ſent him, and that his Doctrine 
was of God. God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt 
and Power, who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed 
of the Devil ;, for God was with him, ACts 10, 38. And fo feoh.s. 
36. 1 have a greater Witneſs than that of John ; for the Works which 
the Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame Works that I ao bear witneſs 
of me, that the Father hath ſent me, Theretore he ſtil] referr'd thoſe 
that doubted of him, or of his Doctrine, to this Seal of his Fa- 
ther, even the miraculous Works he wrought in the Power of 
God, Matth. 11. 3, 4 5. And thus the Father ſealed him. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, We will enquire why it was neceſlary 
Chriſt ſhould be ſealed by his Father to this Work : And there 
are theſe three weighty Reaſons for it. 

I. Elſe he had not correſponded with the Types which prefigured him, 
&d in him it was neceſſary that they be all accompliſhed, You know 
under 


4 * 
Ky 
bel. 
"2 
xL 
i 2% 
47 
F: 


Serm. 6. oreat Seal of Feaven produced. 


under the Law, the Kings and High-Prieſts had their Inaugura- 
tions by ſolemn Unctions; in all which, this Conſecration, or 
ſealing of Chriſt to his Work, was ſhadow'd out : And there- 
fore you ſhall find, Heb. 5. 4, 5- No Man taketh this Hononr to him- 
felf, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron: So alſo ( mark the 
neceſlary Correſpondency betwixt Chriſt and them) Chriſt glo- 
rified not himſelf, to be made a High-Prieſt ; bat he that ſaid unto him, 
Thou art my Son. 

2. Moreover, hereby the Hearts of Believers are the more engaged 
to love the Father, in as much as it appears hereby that the Father's Love 
and Good-will to them was the Original and Spring of their Redemption. 
For had not the Father fealed him ſuch a Commithon, he had not 
come; but now he comes in the Father's Name, and in the Fa- 
cher's Love as well as his Name: and fo all Men are bound to 
aſcribe equal Glory and Henour to them both ; as it is 7eh.5.2 3. 

3. Andeſpecially, Chriſt would not come without a Com- 
miſſion, becauſe elſe you had no ground for your Faith in him, How 
ſhould we have been /atisfied that this is indeed the true Meſhah, 
except he had opened his Commiſhon to the World, and ſhew'd 
his Father's Seal annexed to it aw[f he had come without his Cre- 
dextials from Heaven, and only told the World that God had ſenc 
him, and that they muſt take his bare word for itz Who could 
have reſted his Faith on that Teſtimony ? And that is the true 
meaning of that place, oh. 5. 31. If I bear witneſs of my ſelf, my 
witneſs is not true, How fo? You will ſay, doth not that contradict 
what he ſaith, 7oh. 8. 14. Tho-I bear record of my ſelf, yet my Record 
z5 true? Therefore yeu muſt underſtand Truth, not as it is op- 
poſed to Reality 3 but the meaning is,/if I had only given you 
my bare word for it, and not brought other Evidence from my 
Father, my Teſtimony had not been authentick and valid, ac- 
cording to-human Laws; but now all Doubtings are precluded. 
Let us next improve this. | 

; Inference 1, 

Hence we infer 'the wnreaſonableneſs of Infidelity; and how little 
the Rejecers of Chriſt can have to pretend for their ſo doing. 
You ſee he hath opened his Commiſſton in the Goſpel, ſhewn 
the World his Father's Hand and Seal to it, given as ample Sa- 
tisfaction as Reaſon. it ſelf could defire or expe; yet even his. 
own received him not, oh. 1. 11. And he knew it before-hand, 
and therefore complain'd by the Prophet, 1fa. 5 3. 1. Fhohath be- 
lieved our Report? &c, Yea, and that he. is belieyed. on X.. kr 
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World, is by the Apoſtle put among the great Myſteries of God- 
lineſs, 1 Tim. 3.16. A Man that well conſiders with what con- 
vincing Evidence Chriſt comes, would rather think it a Myitery 
that any ſhould not believe. But O the brutith Obſtinacy and 
deviliſh Enmity that is in Nature to Jeſus Chriſt! Devilith did 1 
ſay ? you muſt give me that word again, for he compell'd the De- 
vils Aflent 5 we know thee whom tho art, Andit is equally as won- 
derful to fee the facility that is in Nature to comply (mean 
- While) with any, even the moſt fooliſh Impoſture. Let a falſe 
. Chriſt ariſe, and he ſhall deceive many, as it is 4Zat. 24. 24. Of 
this Chriſt complains, and not without great reaſon, fob. 5. 43. 
' 1 am come in my Father's Name, and ye receive me wot : If another come 
in his own Name, him will ye receive, q.d, You are incredulous to 
none but me: Every Deceiver, every pitiful Cheat that hath 
but Wit, or rather Wickedne(s enough to tell you the Lord 
hath ſent him, tho you mutt take his own ſingle word for it, he 
{hall obtain and ger Diſciples : but tho I come in my Father's 
Name, 3. e. ſhewing you a Commiſſion ſign'd and ſeal'd by him, 
doing thoſe Works that none but a God can do, yet ye receive 
me nor. | But in all this we myſt adore the Juſtice of Godin 
permitting it-to be ſo, giving Men up to ſuch unreaſonable Ob- 
ſtinacy and Hardneſs. It is a fore Plague that lies upon the 
World, and a wonder that we all are not ingulphed in the ſame 


Infidelity. | 
| Taference 2. 


If Chriſt were ſealed to his Work by his Father, then how 

great is the Sin of thoſe that rejeft and deſpiſe ſuch as are ſent and 

ſealed by feſus Chrift? for: look as he came to us in his Father's 

Name, fo he hath ſent forth by the ſame Authority, Miniſters 

LN: inhis Name and as he acts in his Father's, fo they in his Autho- 

Hac APOItO” rity. As thou haſt ſent me into the World, even ſo have | alſe ſent them 

rum a Chriſto, - | 

miſſionis tor- 7279 the Yorld, Joh. 17.18. And fo feb. 20. 21, As my Father hath 

mula fatis e- ſent me, ſo have I ſent Jon. You may think it a {mall matter to 

videnter com- deſpiſe or reject a Miniſter of Chriſt, ( a Sin, in the guile where- 

probat APO of T think no Age hath been plunged deeper than this) but hear, 
{tolici mune- . hf 3h : . : 

+ adn; and let it be a warning to you tor ever; in fo doing you deſpiſe 

gnitarem . . ? 

in Apoſtolo- and put the flight both upon the Father thar ſent Jeſus Chriſt, and 

rum authori- upon Chriſt that ſent them : So that ir is a Rebelhon, that how- 

rare & potcl- eyer it ſeems to begin low in ſome fmall piques againſt their Per- 

> quz It (gns, or ſome little quarrels at their Parts and Utterance, Tones 

uwmma, & 11- ' . , SIg 

comparabilis. Methods or Geſtures; yet it runs high, even to the Fountain- 


Cameron, 6 hez 
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head of the moſt ſupream Authority. You that ſet your ſelves 
againſt a Miniſter of Chriſt, ſer your ſelves againſt God the Fa- 
ther, and God the Son 3-Luke 10. 16. He that heareth you, hear- 
eth mes and he that deſpiſeth you, aeſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth 
me, defpiſet; him that ſent me, God expects that you behave your 
ſelves under the Word ſpoken by us, as if he himſelf ſpake it : 
Yea, he expects ſubmiſflion to his Word in the mouths of his Mi- ye 6 herus- 
niſters, from the greateſt on Earth. And therefore it was that fimulo prz- 
God fo ſeverely puniſhed Zedekiah, becauſe he humbled not himſelf icribat pri- 
before Jeremiali the Prophet, ſpeaking from the Ionth of the Loyd, Yum quid Ce- 
2 Chron. 36. 12. God was angry with a great King, for not 29 SH5 Oe 
- . C . - © bere agendum 
bumbling himſelf betore a poor Propher, Yer here you muſt di- in fingtia-cum 
ſtinguiſh both of Per/ons, and of As. This reverence and Tub- ſubjungerer, 
miſhion-is not due to them as Men, but as Men in Office, as Wi te audir, 
Chriſt's Embaſſadors 3 and muſt involve that reſpect ſtill in it. by wb 
Again, we owe it not to them, commanding or forbidding in their gp rs 
own names, but in Chriſt's; not in venting their own Spleen, poſſe ur ite 
but the Terrors of the Lord : And then to reliſt is a high Rebel- famulus cir. 
lion and Aﬀeront to the ſovereign Authoricy of Heaven. And << ab heri 
by the way, this may inſtru Miniſters, that the way 'to main- gr 50% 
tain that veneration and reſpe that is due to them in the Con- aiſcefirir. ci 
ſciences of their Hearers, is by keeping cloſe to their Commil- efle paran- 
ſion. | dum. Camer, 
Inference 3. Myro. P-130« 
Hence alſo we infer, How great an evil it 1s to iutrnuae into the Of- 
fice of the Miniſtry, without a due Call, It's more than Chriſt him- 
ſelf would do ; he glorified not himſelf : The Honours and Ad- 
vantages attending that Office, have invited many to run before 
they were ſent. Bur ſurely this is an _inſufferable violation of 
Chriſt's O:der- Our Age hath abounded with as many Church- 
tevellers, as State-levellers. I wiſh the Miniſters of Chriſt mighe 
2t laſt fee and confider, what they were once warned of by a faith: 
ful Watchman : * I believe (/airh he) God hath permitted fo 47. Strong, 
* many to intrude into the Miniſters Calling, becauſe Minifters 
*have too much medled with, and intruded into other Mens 


* Callings. 


Inference 4. 
Hence be convinced of the great Efficacy that is in all Goſpel-Qr- + 
dinances duly . adminiſtred ; For Chtiſt having received fuil Com: - 
miſſion from his Father, and by virtue thereof having inſticuted - 
and appointed thoſe Ordinances in the Church, all the Power in 
| Heaven . . 


| Chriſt's Conmmiſjion opened, or the 


Heaven is engaged to make them good, to back and ſecond them, 
to confirm and ratify them. Hence, in the Cenſures of the . 
Church you have'that great Expreſſion, ar. 18.18. whatſoever 
ye bind or looſe on Earth, ſhall be bound or looſed in Heaven, And fo 
for the Word and Sacraments, 4at.28. 18, 19, 20. All Power in 
Heaven and Earth is given unto me : Go therefore, &c, They are 
not the Appointments of Men 3 your Faith ſtands not in the 
Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God. That very Power 
God the Father committed to Chriſt, is the Fountain whence all 
Goſpel-Inſtitutions-flow. And he hath promiſed to be with his 
Offices, not only the extraordinary Offices of that Age, bur 
with his Miniſters in ſucceeding Ages to the end of tne World. 
O therefore when ye come to an Ordinance, come not with ſlight 
thoughts, bur with great reverence, and great expectations, re- 
membring Chriſt is there to make all good. 

| Inference 5. 

Again, here you have another Call to admire the Grace and Love 
both of the Father and Son to your Souls : It is not lawtul ro compare 
them, but it's duty to admire them. Was it not wonderful Grace 
in the Father, to ſeal a Commiſhon for the Death of his Son, for 
the humbling him as low as Hell, and in that method to ſave you, 
when you might have expected he ſhould have ſealed. your 2:- 
timus for Hell, rather than a Commiſſion for your Salvation > He 
might rather have ſet his irreverſible Seal to the Sentence of your 
Damnation, than to a Commiſſion for his Son's Humiliation for 
you. And no leſs is the Love of Chriſt to be wondgred at, thar 
would accept ſuch a Commiſſion as this for us, and receive this 
Seal, underſtanding fully (as he.did) what were the Contents of 
that Commiſhon that the Father delivered him thus ſealed, and 
knowing that there could be no reverſing of it afterwards. 

O then, love the Lord Jeſus all ye his Saints, for ſtill you ſee 
more and more of his Love breaking out upon you. I commend 
to you a ſealed Saviour this day : O that every one that reads 
theſe Lines might, in a pang of Love, cry out with the enamoured 
Spoule, Cant.8.6. Set me as 4 Seal upon thy Heart, as a Seal upon thy 
Arm; for Love i ſtrong as Death, Jealouſy is cruel as the Grave : the 
Coats thereof are Coals of Fire, which have a vehement Flame, 

Inference 6. 

Once more, F-ath God ſealed Chriſt for you ? Then draw forth 
the Comfort of his ſealing for you, and be reſtleſs till ye alſobe ſealed 
by him. | , 

i. Draw 


Serm; 6, great Seal of Heaven produced, 


' 1, Draw out the Comfort of Chriſt's ſealing for you. Re- 
member that hereby God ſtands engaged, even by his own Seal, 
co allow and confirm whatever Chrift hath done in the buſineſs 
of your Salvation. And onthis ground you may-thus plead with 
God: Lord, thou haſt ſealed Chriſt eo this Offices and therefore 
I depend upon ir, that thou allowelt all that he hath done, and 
att rharhe hath ſuffered for me; and wittmakegood-alt-thae he 
hath promiſed me. It Mea will not deny their own Seals, much 
leſs wilt thou. 

2. Get your Intereſt in Chriſt (ſealed to you by the Spirit, elſe 
you cannot have the Comfort of Chriſt's being ſealed for you. 
Now the Spirit ſeals tio ways, Obje&ively, and Effeiveh; the 
tirſt is by working thoſe Graces jn us, which are the Condit 
of rhe Promiſes ; the latter is by ſhining upon his own Work, 
and helping the Soul to diſcern it, which follows the other both 
in order of Nature, and of Time. And theſe Sealings of the 
Spirit are to be diſtinguiſhed both ex parte Subje#si, by their Sub- 
ject, or the Quality of the Perſon ſealed, which always is a Be- 
liever, Eph.'1.1 3. for there can be no reflex, till there have been 
a dire 4 of Faith; and ex parte MMaterie, by the Matter of 
which chat Comfort is made 3 which if it be of the Spirit, is ever 
conſonant tO the written: Word, 1/4.8. 20. And partly ab effec- 
tis, by irs Effects 3 for it commonly produces in the ſealed Soul 
great care and caution to avoid Sin, Epheſ. 4. 30. great love to 
God, fohn 14. 22. Readineſs to ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, Rom. 
5. 3, 45. Confidence in Addreſſes to God, 1 John o. 1 3, 14» 
and great Humuyity and Self-abaſement ; as in Abraham, who lay 
on his face when God ſealed the Covenant to him, Gez. 17. 1, 
2, 3. This,” O this brings home the ſweet and good of all, when 
this Seal is ſuperadded to that. 
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The Seventh Sz r mov. 


Jonn XVII. 19. 
And for their ſakes 1 ſanfify my ſelf. 


:fas Chriſt being fitted with a Body, and authorized by a 
Commiſſion, now actually devotes, and ſets himſelf aparcr 
F. to his Work. In the former Sermon you heard what the 
Father did ; in this you ſhall hear what the Son hath done towards 
the farther advancement of that glorious Deſign of our Salva- 
tion': He ſanftified himſelf for our ſakes, Wherein obſerve, (1.) 
Ss ſanifying of himſelf. (z.) The End or Deſign of his: 
{ſo doing. | | 
2. You have Chriſt's ſanctifying of himſelf, The word «34% 
is, not, here-to be underſtood for the: cleanſing, purifying, or 
making holy. that which was before unclean and unholy, either 
12. amoral fenſe, as weate cleanſed from Sin by SanRification 3- 
or in a ceremonial ſenſe, .as perſons and things were fanctified 
under the Law 3 tho here is a-plain Alluſion to thoſe legal Rites. 


Santifcareeſt But Chriſt's ſanRifying himſelf imports, (1.) His Separation, or 


in uſus divi- 
nos ſcparare. 
Brentius in loc. 


f[otting apart to be an 'Oblation or Sores . $0-Beza, nempe me [acer- 


des & viftima, as the Prieſt and Sacrifice. 1 ſanctity my (elf, 


imports, (z.) His Conſecration, or Dedication of: himſelf to this* holy- 
Uſe and Service, So the Dutch Annotations, IT ſancify my (elf, 


' (6.e.) 1 give up my ſelf for a Holy Sacrifice, And fo our Engliſh: 


Annotations, 7 ſan#if9, (5. e.) I conſecrate, and voluntarily of- 
fer wy felt a holy and unblemiſhed Sacrifice to thee for their- 
Redemprion® And thus under the Law, when any Day, Per- 
ſon, or Veſlz] was conſecrated and dedicated-to the Lord, it- 
was {o intirely for his uſe and ſervice, that to uſe it afterward in 
2ny-common Service, was to profane and pollute ir, as you ſee- 


Dan. 5. 3. | 
2, The End of his lo ſanQifying himſelf # for their ſakes, and 
that 
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that they might be ſaniified ] where you have the fnis cajue, the Eſt igicur ſen- 
End for whom, for their (5. e.) for the Ele& ſake, for them 1955 £89 fan- 
whom thou gaveſt me3_and the finis ci, the End for which, cr rg (rs 
that they might be (an&tified; Where you alſo ſee that the Death or pot ins 
of Chriſt wholly reſpects us 3: he offered not for himſek, as other ut ipti per 
Prieſts did, but for us, that we may be ſanctified. Chriſt is ſo Portem me- 
in love with Holineſs, that at the price of his Blood he will buy ron s, ag 
ic for us. Hence the Obſervation is 3 rw ens 
EPO 6 4 fi. ant ſancta Dez 
Do&. That feſ+ Chriſt dia dedicate, avd wholly ſet himſelf apart vala, per reve- 
ro the Work of a Mediator, for the EleF ſake, | So Dei. 
| piritum, 
This Point is a Glaſs, wherein theeye of your Faich may ſee Je- "pk Pr 
ſus Chriſt preparing himſelf to be offered up to God for us, fit- 
ting himſelf to die- And to keep a clear method, I ſhall open 
theſe rwo things in the doctrinal part z Firf, What his ſanctify- 
ing himſelf imphes. . Secondly, How it reſpects us. | 
Firſs, What is implied in this Phrate, 7 ſan&ify my elf. And 
there are ſeven things carried in it. | 
1. This Phraſe [ 1 /anfify my ſelf ] implies the perſonal union of 
the two Natures in Chriſt : For what is that which he here calls 
himſelf, but the ſame that-was conſecrated to bea Sacrifice, 'e- 
ven his humane Nature? This was the Sacrifice, And this alſo 
was himſelf : ſo the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 9g. 14. He through the 
eternal Spirit, offered up himſelf to God, without ſpot. So that our 
Nature by that aſſumption, is become hmnſelf. Greater honour 
cannot be done ir, or a greater ground of Comfarc propoſed t 
us. But having ſpoken of that Union in the-former Sermon, 
ſhall remic the Reader thithes. 
2, This ſanRifying or conlecrating himſelf ro be a Sacrifice for 
us, implies the greatneſs and dreadfulneſs of that Breach which Six 
made betwixt God and ws, You ſee no leſs Sacrifice than Chriſt 
himſelf muſt be ſanRifted to make Atonement. Judg of che 
greatneſs of the Wound by the breadth of the Plaiſter. Sacri=- 
fice and offering, and burnt-offering for Sin, thou wouldeſt not 5 but a 
Body haſt thou prepared me, Feb. 10. 5. All our Repeancance, 
could we (hed as many tears for Sin, as there have fallen drops of 
Rain fince the Creation, could not have been our Atonement :. 
But God was in Chrift reconciling the World to himſelf, And had he 
not fandtihed Chriſt ta this end, he would have ſantifed him- 


ſelf upon us, in Judgment and Fury for ever. , 
K 2 3. This 
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3. This his ſanRilying himſelf, implies his free and volantary ny- 


. dertaking of the Work. It is not I am ſanfified, as if he had been 


meerly paſſive in it, as the Lambs that typed him. out were when 
pluckt from the Fold; but it's an ative Verb that he uſeth here, 

ſantify my felf 5 he would have none think that he died out of a 
neceſſity bf compulſion, but out of choice: Therefore he is ſaid 
to offer ap himſelf to God, Heb. 9.14. And in on 10. 18. 7 lay 
dowa my Life of my ſelf, ns Man takes it from me, And altho it's of- 
ten ſaid his Father ſent him, and gave him; yet his Heart was as 
much ſet on- that Work, as if there had been nothing but Glory, 


| Eaſe and Comfort init; he was under no conſtraint but that of 


his own Love. Therefore as when the Scripture would ſet forth 
the willingneſs of the Father to this Work, it ſaith, God {ent his 
Son, and God gave his Son: So when it would ſet fortiz Chriſt's. 
willingnels to it, it faith, he offered up himſelf, gave himſelf, and. 
here in the Text, /a#Qified himſelf. The Sacrifice that ſtrugled,. 
and came not withont'force'to the Altar, was reckon'd ominous. 
2nd_ unlucky by the Heathen : Our Sacritice dedicated himſelf; 
he died our of choice, and was a free-will Offering. 

4. His ſantifying himſelf, implies his pare and perfeft Holineſs ; 
That he had no, ſpot or blemiſh in him, Thole Beaſts that prefigured. 
him; were to be without blemiſh, and none elſe were conſecra- 
ted to that ſervice. So, and more than fo, it behoved Chriſt to 
be, Heb. 7. 26. Such a High-Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, 
wndefled, ſeparate from Sinners: And what it became him to be, 
he was. Therefore in alluſion to the Lambs offered under the 
Law, the Apoſtle calls him, 4 Lamb without blemiſh, or ſpot, 1 Per. 
1.19, Every other Man hath a double {pot on him, the Heart- 
{por, and the Life-ſpor ; the Spot of Original, andthe Spots of ac- 
tual Sins. Bur Chriſt was without either, he had not the Spot of 
Original Sin, for he was not by Man 3. he came in a peculiar way 
into che World, and ſo eſcaped that: Nor yet of actual Sins for as 
his Nature, fo his Life was ſpotleſs and pure, 1/a. 53 9. Hedid mw 
Þiqsity. And tho tempred to fin externally, yet he was never defi- 
led in heart or practice 3 he came as near it as 'he could for our 
ſ#kes, yet {ti]] without {in, Heb.4.15. If be fanctify himſelf for a 
Sacritice, he muſt be fuch as the Law -- dy pure and ſpotleſs. 

5. His ſanctifying himſelt for our ſakes, ſpeaks the ſtrength of 
bis Love, and largeneſs of his Heart to poor Sinners, thus to ſet him. 
[elf wholly and extirely apart for us : So that what he did and ſia. 
{ered, muſt all of ir have a refpe& and relation to us- He did 
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not (when conſecrated for us) live a moment, do an a, or fpeals 


a word, but it had ſome tendency to promote the great Deſign 


of our Salvation. - He was only, and wholly, and always doing 
your Work, when conſecrated for your ſakes. His Incarnation 
reſpe&ts you; 1/a. 9.6. For #s a Child is born, to us a Sonis gi- 
vesy, And he would never have been the Son of Man, but to 
make you the Sons and Daughters of God. . God would not 
have come down in the likenels of ſinful fleſh, in the habit of a 
Man, but to raiſe up ſinful Man into the likeneſs of God. All 
the Miracles he wrought were for yon, to confirm your Faith. 
When he raiſed up Lazarw, John 11. 42. Becauſe of the Phople 
which ſtand by, 1 ſaid it, that they might believe that thou haſt ſent me. 
While he lived on Earth, he lived as one wholly ſet apart for 
us; and when he died, he died for us: Gal. 3..13. He was made 
a Curſe for mw. Whea h3 hanged on that curſed Tree, he hanged 
there in our room, and did bur fill our place. When he was 
buried, he was buried for us; for the end of it was, to perfume 
our Graves, againſt we come to lie down in them. And when 
he roſe again, it-was (as the: Apoſtle faith) for our 7aſtification, 
Rom. 4- 25. When he aſcended into Glocy, he proteſted it 
was about our buſineſs, that he went to prepare places for ns : 
And if it had not been fo, he would have told us, ?obr 14. 2; 
And now he'is there, it is for us that he there lives : For he ever 


lives to make interceſſion for us, Heb. 7. 25. And when he ſhall : 


return again to judg the World, he will come for us too. He 
comes ( whenever it be) to be glorified in his Saints, and: admired in 
them that believe, 2 The(l. 1.10, He comes to gather his Saints 
home to himſelf, that where he is, tnere they all may be, -in Soul 
and Body, with him for ever. Thus you ſee how, as his Conſe- 
cration for us doth ſpeak him ſer apart for our uſe ;. fo he did. 
wholly beſtow himſelf, time, life, death, and all upon us 3 livin 
and dying for no other end, but to accompliſh this great Wor 
of Salvation for us. * | : 

6. His ſanctifying himſelf for us, plainly ſpeaks the Yicegerency 
of his Death, that it was in our. room or ftead. Whea the Prieſt 
conſecrated the Sacrifice, it was ſet apart for the People. So it's 
ſaid of the ſcape-Goat; 4nd Aaron hall lay both his hanas upon the 
head of the live. Goat, and confeſs over him all the Iniquities of the. 
Chilaren of Iſrac}, , and all their tranſgreſſions in all their. Sins,  puttizg: 
chem upon the head of the Goat, and ſhall ſend him away by the hand of 


4: fit Man mio the Wilderneſs, Levit. 15.21.. Thus,. 2a. 53. 6, 7. 
| He 
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He ſtood in our room, to bear our burden. And as Aaron laid 


the Iniquities of the People npon the Goar, ſo were ours laid on 
Chrift : It was faid to him in that day; On thee be cheir pride, 
their unbelief, - their hardneſs of hearr,. their vain thoughts, their 
earthly-mindednefs, cc. Thou art conſecrated for them, to be the 
Sacrifice in their room. His Dearh was in our ſtead, as well as 
for onr good... And ſo much his ſanRifying himſelf [for us ] im- 
EY NE RET Et ® 

2. His fanaifying himſelf, imports the extraofdinarineſs of his 
Perſgs : For ir ſpeaks him tobe both Prieſt, Satrifice, and Altar, all in 
one; a thing unheard of in the world before, So that his Name might 
well be called Wonderful.” 7 ſanQtify my ſelf : I ſanRify, according 
ro both Natures: My {eif, that is my humane Nature, which 
was the Sacrifice upon the Altar of my. Divine Nature ; for 'tis 
the Alcar that ſan&ifies the Gift. As the three Offices never-met 
in one Perſon before,ſo:thefe three things never mer in one Prieſt 
before. The Prieſts indeed conſecrated the bodies of Beaſts for 
Sacrifice, but never offered up their own Souls and Bodies as a 
whole Burnt-cffering, .as Chriſt did. And thus yon have the 
import of this Pheafe, 7 /antify my ſelf for their ſake. 

Secondly, I (ball ſhew you briefly the habitude and reſpect chat 
all this hath to us : for unto us the Scriptures every where refer 
it, Soin 1 Cor. 5. 7, Chrift our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us, Eph. 
5. 2+ He loved the Charch, and gave himſelf for it, See Tit..2. 14. 
This will be made out by a threefold confideration of Chriſt's 
Death. And, Nd , 

*1, Let it be confidered,. that he was not offered up to God for his 


own Sins, for he was moſt holy. J/a.5 3:9. No Iniquity was found 


in him. Indeed the Prieſts under the Law offered for themſelves 


as well as the People; but Chriſt didihiort fo, Heb. 7. 27. He 


weeded not daily as thoſe High- Prieſts, to offer up Sacrifice, firſt for his 
own Sins, and then for the Peoples, And indeed had he been a Sin- 
ner, what value or efficacy could have been in his Sacrifice > He 
could not have been#the Sacrifice, but would have needed one. 


- Now if Chriſt were'moſt holy, and yer put to death, and cruel! 


ſufferings; eicher his Death and Sufferings muſt be an a& of In- 


. juſtice aad Cruelty ; or it muſt reſpe@ others, whoſe Perſons and 


Caule he ſuſtained in that. fuffering capacity. He could never 
have' ſutfered'or died by the Father's hand, had he nor been a 
Sinner by imputation. "And inthat reſpect (as LZather ſpeaks) he 
was the greateſt of Sinners 3 or, as the Prophet 1/aiah ſpeaks, all 
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our Sins wert made to meet np him 5 © not that he was fo intrinfe« 


cally, but” was made ſo, fc. by Imputarion, as is clear from 


2 Cer.5.21, He was made Sin for ua, that had no Sin, So that hence- 


it's evident, that Chriſt's Death, or Sacriftce, is wholly a reſpec- 
tiveor relative thing. 


2, It is not to'be forgotten here, that the Scriptures frequently >vrer, a1 
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call the Death of Chriſt a Price, 1 Cor.6.20. and 4 Ranſom, AMatezo, ley, i ec. 


28, or Counterprice. To whom then doth it relate, but to th 
that were and are in Bondage and Captivity ? If it were to redeem 
any, it muſt be Captives: but Chriſt himſelf was never in Cap- 
tivity z he was always 18 his Father's Boſom, as you have heard 
but we were in cruel Bondage and Thraldom, under the Tyranny 
- =_ and Satan : and it's we 'only rhat have the benefit” of this 
om. $ 

3. Eicher the Death of Chriſt muſt relate to Believers, or elſe 
he muſt die in vain. As for the Angels, thoſe that ſtood in their 
Integrity needed no Sacrifice.z and thoſe that tell, are totally ex- 
cluded from any benefit by it : He is not a Mediator for them. 
And among Men that have need of it, Unbelievers have no ſhare 
in it, they reje&t itz ſuch have no partin it. If -then he neither 
died for himſelf, as -proved before, nor for Angels, nor Unbe- 
lievers ; either his Blood muſt be ſhed with reſpe& to Believers, 
or, which is moſt abſurd, and never to be imagined, ſhed as water 
upon the ground,and totally caſt away : So that you ſee by all this 
it was for our ſakes (as the Text ſpeaks) that he {anRifed himſelf, 
And now we may fay, Lord, . the | Condemnation was thine; thar 
the 7=//ificatien might be mine; the Agony thine, that the YiFory 
might be mine ; the Pain was,thine, and the Eaſe mine z the Sripes 
thine, and the healvg Balm iſſuing from them mine; the Finegar 
and:Gall-was thine, that the Honey and Sweer might bemine$ the 
Curſe was thine, that the Bleſſing might be mine 3 -the' Crown 
of Thorns was thine, that'the Crows of : Gle#y might, be mine; the 
Death was thine, the Life purchaſed by it mine: '"Thou paidſt the. 
Price, thar I might enjoy the Inheritance, . s 

We come next.to the -Inferences of Truth deducible iromthis. 


point, which follow. 
Tyference 


; fe L. I Pld oP Ns 
If Jeſus'Chriſt'did wholly Rr him{elf apart for Btlievers, How. 
reaſanable is it, that Believers: fhonld conſtcrate'and ſtr themſelves apart 
wholly for Chriſt ? Is'he all for us, and ſhall we'be notliing forhim 2. 
What he was, -he was for you.. What everhe did,. was done for 
-\ you: 


pretium ex ad- 
any verſo reſpon- 
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ve: Andall that he ſuffered; was faffered for..you:+O. then: 


Synechdoche 7 peſeech you, Brethren, by the mefcies of God, preſent your Bodies, "i, @., 


Hebraics, Pr our whole ſelves, (for ſoBody is there ſynechdachically- putz"ro 


Vos tOt9S. 


Pareus tr. I*c. 


* 
- 
# » ” 


Ggnifie the whole Perſon) ay, preſent your Bodies a living Sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God 5 which is your reaſonable ſervice, Rom. 12. 1. 


' As yaur Good was Chriſt's end, ſo let his Glory.be your end. Ler 
. Chiift be-the-end of your Converſation, Heb. 13.'7: As'Chriſt could 
: ay, to; meto live is Fou; So do-you ay, for x tolive is Chriſt, 


Phil.-1. 21.- O;thac all yho profeſs Faith -in Chriſt, could ſub- 
ſcribe cordially to that profeſſion,” Rem. 14. 8. Noe of ws liveth ro 
prm9ſelf, and no an dieth to himſelf; but whether we live, we live to the 
Lords and whether we die, we die tothe Lord: fo then whether we live 
&r die,, we arethe Lord's, ' This is to be a Chriſtian indeed. Whar 
is 2 Chriſtian, but a holy dedicated thing to the Lord? And 
what greater evidence-can there be chat” Chriſt ſet himſelf apart 
for you, than your ſetting your ſelves apart for him? +. 

This is the Marriage-Covenant, Hof. 3. 3. Thow fhalt be for me, 
avd not {or ancther;, ſo will 1 be for thee, Al what aLife is the Life: 
of a/Chriſtian! Chriſt all: for, you, and. you all for him. Bleſſed 
exchange ! Soul (faith Chriſt) all I have is thine. Lord, (faith 
che Soul)..and all I have is thine. -Soul (fich Chriſt) my Perſon 

is wonderful, but what Fam, Lam for thee: My Lite was ſpentin 
labour, and gravel z but I lived for thee. And Lord (faith the 


' Believer) my Perſon; is vile, and nort-worth thy accepting ; bur 


ſuch as its, ir's thine; my Soul, with all and every Faculty 3; my 
Body.-.and every Member of it, my Gifts, Time; and all my Ta- 
lents are thine. eu, | f | 

And fee that as Chriſt bequeathed and made over himſelf to 


- you, 10 ye in like. manner beſtow and make. over your ſelves 


tohim.- He lived nor, neither died (as you hear) for- himſelf, 
buc you,,; O that you'in like manger would down with Self, and 
up with Chriſt, in the room: of it. Wo, wo, is me{(faith one) 
* chat the halyprofeſſion of 'Chrift is made a ſtagy Garment by 


_ © many to bring home a vain Fame'z and Chriſt is made to ſerve 


* Mens ends. This is to ftop an Oven with a King's Robes: Ex- 
© cept Men martyr and {ly the Body of Sin in-ſanRified Self-de- 
© nial, they ſha!l never be Chrilts. Martyrs and faithful Wit- 
« nelſesQu:1 92 ml r. of that Houſe-Idol my:ſelf,, mine 
« own, .mie. own. i, Wil Credic.and: Eaſe, how blefled 
* were þ!.© but we have need-to be redeemed from our ſelves, 
< rather than from.the-Devil and the- World. Learn to pur our 


* your 


: : 
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« your ſelves, and to put in Chriſt for your ſelves. T ſhouid make 
« 2 ſweet Bargain, and give old for new, if I could ihuſfle or 
« Self, and ſubſtitute Chriſt my Lord in place of my leit 3 to lay, 
&« not I, bur Chriſt, not my will, but Chriſt's, not my Eafe, noc 
© my Luſts, not my Credit, but Chriſt, Criſt. O wretc!- 
« ed Idol my Self, wlien ſhall I ſee thee who!ly decourted, and 
* Chriſt wholly put in thy room ? O if Chriſt had the full place 
« 2ndroom of my ſeif, that all my Aims, Purpoſes, Thoughts 
« 2nd Deſires would coaſt and land upon Chriſt, and nor upon 
*© my Self. 

He ſet himſelf apart for you Believers, and no others; nonor 
for Angels, but for you: Will ye alſo ſet your ſelves apart pecu- 
liarly for Chriſt > be his, and no other's? Let nor Chriſt and the 
World ſhare and divide your Hearts, in two halves betwixt them : 
let not the World ſtep in and ſay, ha!f mine. You will never do 
Chriſt right, nor anſwer this Grace, till you can ſay, as it is, P/a!. 
23.25. Whom have I in Heaven but thee? andon Earth there is none 
that 1 deſire in compariſin of thee, None but Chriſt, none bur Chriſt, 
15 a proper Motto fora Chriſtan. 

Heleſfrche bigheſt and beſt Injoyments, even thoſe in his Fa- 
ther's Boſom, to ſet himſelf apart for Death and Suffecrings for 
you 3 Are you ready to leave the Boſom of the beſt and (weereſt 
Injoyments you have in this World to ſerve lim? It you ſtand 
not habitually ready to leave Father, Mother, Wife, Children, 
Lands, yea, and Life too, to ſerve him, you are not worthy 
of him, Mat. 10. 37. 

He was ſo wholly given up to your ſervice, that he refuſed not 
the worſt and hardelt part of it, even bleeding, groaning, dying 
work ; his love to you ſweetned all this to him : Can you ſay (6 
too? do you account the Reproarhes of Chriſt greater riches than the 
Treaſyres-of Egypt? as Moſes 'did, Heb. 11.25. | 

He had fo intirely devoted himſelf ro your Work, that le 
could not be at reſt till it was finiſhed. He was ſo intent upon 
it, that he forgot to eat Bread, Joh. 4. 31, 32. So it (ſhould be with 

you ; his ſervice ſhould be Meat and Drink co you. Toconclude, 
___ He was ſo wholly given up to your Work and Service, tiat he 
would not ſuffer himtelf to be in the leaft diverted, - or raken off 
from ir. And if Peter -himſelf counſel him to OY he 


| (yl hear, Get thee behind me Satan, O happy were 1Fit our Hearts 
were but ſoengaged for Chriſt! In'Galer's time it was prover- 
bial, whea they would gains impoſſibility of a thing 3 7 

may 


J 
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14 afſoon take f a Chriſtian from Chriſf, Thus you ſee what uſe 
you ſhould make of Chriſt's ſanifying himſelf for you. 
| Inference 2, 

If Chriſt have ſanified or conſecrated himſelf for us ; learn 
hence what a horrid evil it is to ufe Chriſt, or his Blood, as a common 
and unſanfified thing. Yet {o {ome do, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb, 
10, 29, The Apoliate is ſaid totread upon the Son of God, as if 
he were no better than the Dirt under his Feet, and to count his. 
Blood an unholy (or common) thing. But wo to them that ſo 
do, they ſhall be counted worthy of ſomething worſe than dying 
without Mercy, as the Apoſtle there ſpeaks. 

And as this is the Sin of the Apoſtate, fo is it alſo the Sin of all 
thoſe that without Faith approach, and ſo profane the Table of 
the Lord, unbelievingly and unworthily handling thoſe awful 
things. Such eat and arink judgment to themſelves, not diſcerning the 
Lord's Body, 1 Cor. 11:29. whereas the Body of Chriſt was a: 
thing of the deepeſt SanRification that ever God created 3 ſanc- 
tified (as the Text tells us) roa far more excellent and glorious 
purpoſe, than ever any Creature in Heaven or Earth was ſancti- 
fied. It was therefore the great Sin of thoſe Corinthians, not to 
diſcern it, and not to behave themſelves towards it, when they 
faw and handled the ſigns of it, as ſo. holy a thing: | 

And as it was their great Sin, ſo God declared his juſt Indigna- 
tion againſt it, in thoſe ſore Strokes inflicted for it. As they dif- 
cerned not the Lord's Body, ſo neither did the Lord diſcern their 
Bodies from others, in the judgments that were inflicted. And 
25 one well obſerves, God drew the Model and Platform of their 
Paniſhment, from the ſtructure and proportion of their Sin. And 
eruly, if the moral and ſpiritual Seeds and Originals of many of 
our outward Aﬀictions and Sickneſles were but duly fifted our, 
poſſibly we might find a great part of them in the Bowels of 


' this Sin- 


The juſt and righteous God willfbuild up the Breaches we. 
make upon the Honour of his Son, with the Ruins of that beauty, 
ftrength- and honour which he hath given our Bodies. O then, 
when you draw nigh to Godin that Ordinance, cake heed tgſanc- 
rify bis Name, by a ſpiritual diſcerning of this moſt holy, and 


- moſt deeplyfandtified Body of the Lord | {anRified beyond all 
pe 


Creatures Mngels or Men, not only inreſpe& ofthe Spirit, which 
I'd him without meaſure with. inherent Holineſs, bur alſo in fe- 
pect of its dedication ta ſuch a Service asthis 3 it being ſer a- 


patt 
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part by him to ſuch holy ſolemn ends and uſes, as you have heard. 

And let it for ever be a warning to ſuch as have lifted up their 
Hands to Chriſt ina holy Profeſſion, chat they never lift up their 
Heel againſt him afterwards. by Apoftacy, The Apoſtate treads on 
God's dear Son, and God will tread upon him for it. Thou ha# 
troden down all that err from thy Statutes, Pal, 119,118, 

Inference 3. 

that a choice Pattern of Love to Saizrs have we here before ts ! calling 
all that are in Chriſt to an Imitation of him, even to give up our 
ſelves to their Service, as Chriſt did 3 not in the ſame kind, (o 
- none can give himſelt for them, but as we are capable. You ſee 

here how his Heart was affected to them, that he would ſanctify 

himſelf as a Sacrifice for them. See to what a height of Duty 
the Apoſtle improves this Example of Chriſt, 1 foh.3.16. Hereby 
perceive we the Love of God, becauſe he laid down bis Life for us 5, and 
we onght alſo to lay down our Lives for the Brethren, Some Chriſtians 
came up fairly to this Pattern in the Primitive Times; Priſcilla 
and 44*i/a laid down their Necks for Par!, Rom. 16. 4. 5. ec. emi- 
nently hazarded their Lives for him ; and even he himſelf could 
rejoice if he were effered up upon the Sacrifice and Serwice of their Faith, 
Phil. 2. 17- And in the next times, what more known, even to 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity, than their fervent Love one to ano- 
ther? Ecce quam mutuo ſe dilignnt, &- mori volunt pro alterntris ! See 
how they love one another, and are willing to die one for another ! 

Bur alas! that Primitive Spirit is almoſt loſt in this degenerate 
Age. Inſtead of laying down Life, how few will lay down 
Twelve Pence for them ? I remember it's the Obſervation of a 
late Worthy, upon ar. 5. 40. That he is perſwaded there is * Neque enim 
hardly that Man to be found this Day alive, that fully under- fic fandificavic 
ſtands, and fully believes that Scripture. O did Men think what {emeripſum 


they do for them, is done for Chriſt himſelf, it would produce care ggut wm 
other effects chan are yer viſible. ' maneamus 


Inference 4. | profani, & as 
Laſtly, If Chriſt CanRified himſelf, that we might be ſanRified Lieniacommu- 
by Cor in] the Truth; then ir will follow by ſound Conſequence, os tr ICUS, 
That true Santtification is a good Evidence that Chriſt ſet apart himſelf Ones FI: «og; 
ro die for ws, * In vain did he ſanRify himſelf (as ro you) unleſs qui illius func 
you be fan&ified. Holy Souls only can claim the benefit of the expertes, fru- 
great Sacrifice. O try then, whether crue Holineſs (and thar is 72 fibi com- 
only to be judged by its conformity co its Pattern, I Per.1.15. As Chriſti polli- 
he that called you is boly, ſo be ye ws whether ſuch a Holinels AS centur. Muſe, 
Z 


15, in loc, 
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is,- and acts. (according to irs meaſure) like God's Holineſs, in 
the following Particulars, be found in you. 

1. God is #niverſally holy jn all his waysz ſo P/al. 145, 17. His 
Works are all holy : whatever he doth, it's ſtill done as becomes a 
holy God, He is not only holy in all chings, bur at all times an- 
changeably holy. Be ye therefore holy in all things, and at all 
times too, if ever ye expect the benefic of Chriſt's ſanRifying 
himſelf to die for you. 

O Brethren, let not the Feet of your Converſation be as the 
Feet of a lame Man, which are unequal, Prov. 20. 7. Be not 
ſometimes hot, and ſometimes cold ; at one time careful, at ano- 
ther time careleſs; one day in a ſpiritual Rapture, and the next in 
2 fleſhly Frotick : but be ye holy i» av0y avx=popy, 1 Per.1,t5, 
in all manner of Converſations 1n every creek and turning of your 
lives: and let your holineſs hold out to the end. Let him that 
is holy, be holy ſtill, Rev. 22.11. Not like the Hypocrites paint, 
but as a true natural Complexion. . 

2, God is exemplarily holy, Jeſus Chriſt is the great Pattern of 
Holineſs. Be ye Examples of Holineſs too, unto all that are a- 
bout you. Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your 
good Workr, Mat. 5.16. As wicked Men infe& one another by | 
their Examples, and diffuſe their Poiſon and Malignity wherever 
they come ; ſo do ye diſſeminate Godlineſs in all places and com- 
panies: and let thoſe that frequently converſe yith you, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe of your own Families, receive a deeper Dye and Tinc- 
ture of Heavenline(s, every time they come nigh you; as the 
Cloth doth, by every new dipping into the Far. | 

3. God delights in nothing but Holineſs, and Holy Ones; he hath ſet 
all his pleaſure in the Saints. Be ye holy herein, as God is holy. 
Indeed there is this difference betwixt God's Choice and yours ; 
he chooſes not Men becauſe they are holy, but that they may be 
ſo: ſo you are to chooſe them for your delightful Companions, 
that God hath choſen, and made holy. LZer al your Delights be in 
the Saints, even them that excel in Vqrtue, Plal. 16. 3. 

4. God abhors and hates all Vnholineſs : Doye fo alſo, that you 
may be like your Father which is in Heaven, And when the Spi- 
rit of Hqglineſs runs down thus upon you, a ſweeter evidence the 
World cannot give that Chriſt was ſanctified for you.. Holy Ones 
may confidently lay the Hand of their Faith on the Head of this 
great Sacrifice z and ſay, Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us, 


The 
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C briſt Jeſus. 


( \\ Reat and long Preparations beſpeak the Solemnity and Gd mt ho- 


- Greatneſs of the Work for which they are deſigned : 7 an lump 

Y A Man that had but ſeen the Heaps of Gold, Silver and ; hamn Mpc cu 
Braſs which David amafled in his time, far the building of the n+ 4ur by their 
Temple, might eaſily conclude before one Stone of it was laid, midle ; ſinful 
that it would be a magnificent Structure. © Burt lo here isa deſign = can never 
of God, as far tranſcending that, astFe Subſtance doth the Sha- **, Communi- 


on with, or En- 


dow. For indeed that glorious Temple was but the Type and ;anen f God, 
Figure of Jeſus Chriſt, 7h. 2. 19, 21. and a weak adumbration %u in and ty 
of that living ſpiritual Temple which he was to build, cement- MHediarer. 
ing the lively Stones thereof together with his own Blood, 
1 Pet, 2,5, 6. that the great God might dwell and walk in it, 
2 Cor. 6.16. The Preparations for that Temple were but of few 
years, but the Conſultations and Preparations for this were from 
Ecernity, Prov. 8. 31. And as there were Preparations for this 
Work (which Chriſt diſpatcher in a few years) before the World 
began 3 ſo it will be matter of eternal Admiration and Praiſe, when 
this World ſha!l be diflolved. Wha chis aſtoniſhing. glorious 
Work is, this Text will inform you, as to the general nature of 
it. It isthe Work of Mediation betwixt God and Man 3  ma- 
naged by the ſole Hand of the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 
In this Scripture (for I ſhall not ſpend time to examine the 
Words in their Contexture) you have a deſcription of Je/#s rhe 
Mediator, and he is here deſcribed four ways, viz. by his Work 
or Office, a 4ed:at:r 5 by the Singularity of his Mediation, oe 
Mediator ; and by the Natare aad Quality of his Perſon imploy'd 
in this ſingular way of Mediation, che as z and laſtly, his Name, 
Teſs Chriſt, | I. He 


rH The Mediation of Chriſt 

1. He is deſcribed by the Work or Office he is imploy'd 4- 
bout, Men7vs, a Mediator, a middle Perſon. So the word im- 
ports, a fit, indifferent and equal Perſon, that comes berween 
two Perſons that be atvariance, to take up the Difference, and 
make Peace. Such a middle, equal, indifferenc Perfon is Chriſt, 
A Days-man, to lay bis hand «pon both;, to arbitrate and award juſtly, 
and give God his due, and that without rain to poor Man. 

2. He is deſcribed by the Singularity -of his Mediation, O»e 
Mediator, and but one. Tho there be many Mediators of Recon- 
ciliation among Men, and many Interceſſors in a petitionary way, 
berwixt God and Men; yet but &s weoizas, one only Mediator of 
Reconciliation betwixt God and Men : and 'tis as needleſs and 
impious to make more Mediators than one, as to make more 
Gods than one. There 55.0ne God, and ove Mediator betwixt God and 


Ates, | 
' -3. He is deſcribed by the Nature and Quality of his Perſon, 
a bporQ- x15 Q-, Sc the Man Chriſt Feſws, This Deſcription 
of him by one Nature, and that the Human Nature alſo, (where- 
in, as you ſhall ſee anon; the Lord eſpecially conſulted our En- 
couragement and Comfort) I fay his being fo defcribed to us, 
Curquzſo ad- , | - . 
3:4irhomo 2 bath through the Corruption of Men been improved to the greac 
nifi ad expri- diſhonour of Jeſus Chriſt, both by the 4rians and Papits, The 
mendam natu- former took occaſion from hence, to affirm that he was but WA@G- 
aa por 0K &wporg-, a meer Man. The Jatter allow him to be the true 
yn God, but on this weak ground affirm, that he performed not the 
Bet. de Chrif. Work of Mediation as God, but only as Man. Thus wharthe 
to Med. 1ib. $. Spirit ordered for oor comfort, is wickedly retorted ro Chriſt's 
Cape Zo FO, 2. hoc, For I doubt not but he is ' deſcribed by his Human 
Nature in this place; not only becauſe in this Nature he paid that 
Ranſom, (which he ſpeaks of in the words immediately follow- 
ing) buteſpecially for the drawing of Sinners to him 3 ſeeing he 
is the Man Chrift Jeſas, - one that clothed himſelf in their own 
E Fleſh ; and to encotrape the Faith of Believers, that he tenderly 
reſents all their Wants, and Miſeries, and that they may fafely 
truſt him with all their Concerns, as one that will carefully mind 
them as bisown, and will befor them a merciful and faichful 
_ High Pfieft in things pertaining to God. 
* 4. He is deſcribed by his Names by his appellarive Name Chriſt, 
and his proper Name 7eſas. The Name Peſns, notes his Work a- 
bout whichhe came, and Chri# the Offices to which he was anoint- 
ed; and in the execution of which he is0wr 7e/wv. In the Name 


Heſus 


Serm. 8. diſcuſſed and opened. ' 3g 


?eſus the whole Golpel is bid; it isthe Light, the Food, the Me- In nomine 
dicme of the Soul, as one ſpeaks. The note from hence is ; ESU totum 
: + p ater evangeli- 
un; hoc no- 


Do. That feſus Chriſt is the true and only Mediator betwixt God men eft lux, 
and Men, '  Cibus, & medi-. 
c1NA1 an1maX. 
Te are come to Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant, Heb. 12. 24. S. Glaſſing, 
And for this canſe he is the Meaiator of the New Teſtament, &c, Heb. 
9. 14, I might (ſhew you a whole vein of Scriptures running this 
way ; but to keepa profitable and clear Mechod, I ſhall ſhew, 
Firſt, What is the ſenſe of this word Mat», a Mediator. 
Secondly, What it implies, as it is appligd to Chriſt. 
Thirdly, How it appears that he is the true and only Mediator jeerypoont we 
betwixt God and Men. : l : gl. quos diffiden- 
Fourthly, Tn what capacity he performed his Mediatory Work: tes, aut certe 
Firſt, What is the Senſe and Import of this word Mtot7zs, g conjuattos | 
Mediator? The true Senſe and Importance of it, ts a midale per- —_ [c 18- | 
fon, or one that interpoſes betwixt two Parties at variance, tO jegioar 21 cons 
make peace betwixt them. So that as Satan is medium disjungens, cordiam, vel 
2 Medium of Diſcord ; ſo Chriſt is medium conjungens, a Medium novo feedete 
of Concord and Peace. And hie is ych a Middler, both in re- Cemjungar, 
ſpect of his Perſon. and Office : In reſpect of his Perſon, he is a omen Media 
Middlerz that is, one that hath the ſame Nature both with God p,opri; fenif- 
and us, true God, and true Man; and in reſpe& of his Office or catione non eft 
Work, which is to interpoſe or tranſa& the buſineſs of Recon- nmenſubſtan- 
ciliation between us and God. The former, ſome call his /#b/av- 2 &@ mune- 
tial, the latter his evergitical or operative Mediation, Thol rather banc. ary 
. »*t.* 23 Le: . <p” . gi- 
conceive that which is call'd his ſubſtantial Mediation, is but the tur & opera: 
aptitude of his Perſon to execute the Mediatorial Function 3 and tio,non conſti- 
that it doth not conſtitute two kinds of Mediation. His being a **unt duo ge-. 
middle Perſon, firs and capacitates bimto ſtand in the midſt be- 7:3 Fan n 
ewixt God and us. This, I ſay, is theproper ſenſe ofthe word ; & jdm, 
tho Mtoizms, a Mediator, be rendred variouſly ; ſometimes an Dy. Ames. 
Umpire, or Arbitrator z ſometimes a Meſſenger, that goes be- Bellarm. 1s, -,. 
twixt two Perſons; ſometimes an Interpreter, imparcing the? -<oHN 
mind one to another ; ſometimes a Reconciler, or Peace-maker. qo Eorgl® 
And in all theſe ſenſes Chriſt is the worn, the middle Perſon, tum qui medi. 
in his Mediation of Reconciliation or Interceſſion, that is, either us, cum quan 
in his mediating by ſuffering, to make Peace, as he did on Earth z medians; me- 
or to continue, and maintain Peace, as he doth in Heaven, by 5s yes ow, 
meritorious Interceſhon. Both. theſe ways he is the only Medi- $5. 77e/car. 
atote And he manageth this his Mediation, is AS 7uftit. p.78. 


Vocamus me- 
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Meormue, Se- | 1, As an Umpire or Arbitrator; one that layeth his hands upon 
queſter, Av both Parties, as 7eb ſpeaks, ch. 9. 33. ſo doth Chriſt, he layerh his 
ery OTE hands (ſpeaking after tl f Men) upon God; and faith 
or |: Chncitia- peaking after the manner of Men) upon God; and faith, 
— Father, wilt thou be at peace with them, and readmit them in- 

co thy favour ? It thou wilt, thou ſhalt be fully ſatisfied for all that 
they have done againſt thee. And then he layeth his hand upon 
Man, 'and faith, Poor Sinner, be not diſcouraged, thou ſhaic be 
juſtified; and ſaved. jt. 

'z. As a Meſſenger or Ambaſſador 3 ſo he came to impart the 
mind-of Cod to us, and fo he preſents our deſires to God. And 
in this ſenſe only Simms would allow Chriſt ro be Mediator. But 
therein he endeavours-to undermine the Foundation, and to ex- 
cladethim from being a Mediator by Saretiſhip. Which is 

' 3. The third way of this Mediatien. So the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 

lol Heb. 7. he is *swG->, the Surety, or Pledg. Which, as the lear- 
foonſer, fide- Nd David Parers well expreſſeth it, is one that engageth to fari(- 
zuflor, pras, a fy another, or gives caution or ſecurity by a- Pledg in the hand 
o7veg, manus ; forit. And indeed both theſe ways Chriſt is our Mediator by 
& #, quail Syretiſhip, iz. in .a way of ſatis:ation, coming under our oblj- 
- 205 "Yet garion to anſwer the Law; this he did on the Croſs; and in a 
manibusz vel - | . 
ur Suidas £1; WAY Of caution, a ſurety»ſor the Peace, or good Behaviour. 
vel 5w:z rerra, But to be more explicate, and clear, I (hall —_ ; 
ww eſt t:xma, Secondly, In the next place enquire, what it 1plies and carries 
avis 1mmo- in ir, for Chriſt to bea Mediator betwixt God and us. And there 
" are mainly-theſe five things in it. 

1. At the firſt ſight, it carriesin it a moſt dreadful breach and jar 
betwixt God and Mex; elſe no need of a Mediator of Reconciliation. 
There was indeed a {iveet League of Amity once between them, 
bur it was quick'y diflolved by Sinz the wrath of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Man, purſuing him to Deſtruction, P/al. 5. 5. 
Thou hateft all the Works of Ingquity, And Man was filled with un- 
natural Enmity againſt his God, Rom, 1. 30. SiguyEc, Haters of 
Ged; this put an end to all friendly Commerce and Intercourſe 
between him and God. Reader, tav not in thy Heart, that it's 

much one Sin, and that ſeemingly ſo ſmall, ſhould make ſuch a 

Breach as this, and caule the God of Mercy and Goodneſs fo to 
- abhor the works of his hands, and- that as ſoon as he had - made 

Mans for it was a hainous and aggravated Evil. - It was upright, 

perfect Man, creared inthe Image of God, that thus finned : he. 

{inned when his Mind was moſt bright, clear and apprehenfive' 
his Conſcience pure and afive ; his Wil free, and able to _ | 
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ſtand any Temptation z his Conſcience pure and undefiled: yea, 
he was a pablick, as well as a perfect Man, and well knew thac 
the Happineſs, or Miſery of his numberleſs Offspring was invol- 
ved in him. : 

The Condition he was placed in was exceeding happy. No 
neceſſity or want could arm and edg a Temptation. He lived a- 
midſt all natural and fpiritual Pleaſures and Delights, the Lord 
moſt delightfully converting with him. Yea, he finned while as 
yet his Creation-mercy was freih upon him and in this Sin was 
moſt horrible Ingraticude, yea, a caſting off the yoke of Obe- 
dience, almoſt 2s ſoon as God had put it on. God now ſaw the 
Work of his hands ſpoiled, a Race of Rebe/s now to be propa- 
gated, who in their ſucceſſive Generations would be fighting a- 
gainſt God. He ſaw it, and his juſt Indignation ſparkled againſt 
Man, and reſolves to purſue him to the bottom of Hell. 

2. Ic implies 4 neceſſity of Satisfattion and Reparation to the Fuftice 
of God: for the very deſign and end of this Mediation was to 
make Peace, by giving full Satisfaftion to the Party that was p, gun «. 
wronged, The Phorizians, and ſome others, have dreamed of a nim bonirate, 
Reconciliation with God, founded not upon Satisfaction. but up- & voluncare 
on the abſolute Mercy, Goodneſs, and Free-will of God. But falvandi, fcrip- 
concerning that abſolute Goodneſs and Mercy of God, recon- 77 545 
ciling Sinners to himſelt, there is a deep filence throughout the viſcis. Diereric, 
Scriptures : And whatever is ſpoken of it upon that account, is His poficis, fe- 
as it works. to us through Chriſt, Zpbeſ. 1. 3,4, 5- As 4. 12, quitur Dei ne- 
70h. 6. 49. And we cannot imagine, either how God could exer- 9 naruram, 
ciſe Mercy to the prejudice of his Juſtice, which muſt be, if we 79%. Juſtici- 
muſt be reconcil'd without full Satisfaction ; or how ſuch a full parj, ur legis 
Satis:a&tion ſhould be made by any other than Chriſt. Mercy tranizreflio 
indeed moved in the Heart of God to poor Man ; but from his va, fine com- 
Heart ic found no way to vent it ſelf for us, but through the a5 ror 
Heart-blood of Jeſus Chriſt : And in him the Juſtice of God tur. "8:44.09 
was fully ſatisfied, and the Miſery of the Creature'fully cured. de 7u/if. r.58. 
And fo, as Avgsftine ſpeaks, God neither loſt the ſeverity of his Nec in toni- 
Juſtice in the goodneſs of Mercy, nor the goodneſs of his Mer- = apo ag 
cy in the exacnels of his Severity. But if it had been poſſible 4;.;F7,u 1 
God could have found out a way to reconcile us without ſatif- rem; nec in 
faction, yet it's paſt doubt now, that he hath picch'd and fix'd on judicandocum 
this way. And for any now to imagine to reconcile themſelves fevericate a- 
ro God by any thing but Faith in the Blood of this Mediator, is Me mileri- 


not only molt vain in it ſelf, and deſtructive to the Soul, bur moſt tj. vs. in 
M inſolent- ?{, 100. 
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infolently derogatory to the Wiſdom and Grace of God. 

And to ſuch I would ſay, as Tertullian to 4Zarcion, whom he calls 
Pre unice the Murderer of Truth, Spare the only hope of the whole World, 
{2 rorius or- O thou whadeſtroyeſt the moſt neceſlary Glory of our Faith! All 
©, © 2.957 that we hope for is bur a Fantaſm without this. Peace of Con- 
rim ec; ICIENCE Can be rationally ſettled on no other Foundation bur this : 
dei, Torizt, for God having made a Law to govern Man, and this 'Law vio- 


i. ce Care lated by Man; eicher the Penalty muſt be levied on che Delin- 
Clri;ii quent; or Satisfaction made by his Surety. As good no Law, as 


no Penalty for Ditobedience; and as good no Penalty, as no Exe- 
cution. He therefore that will be a Mediator of Reconciliation 
betwixt God and Man, muſt bring God a Price in his hand, and 
that adequate to the Offence and Wrong done him, elſe he will 
got treat about Peace; and fo did our Mediator. 

3. Chriſt's being a Mediator of Reconciliation and Interceffion, 
implies the infiaite value of his Blood and Sufferings, as that which 
in it ſelf was ſufficient to ſtop the courſe of Gua's fuſtice, and render 
him nct only placable, but abundantly ſatisfied and well-pleaſed, even 
with thoſe that before were Enemies. And 10 much is ſaid of it, Co. 
I. 21, 22. And ye that were ſometimes alienated;}.and Enemies in your 
ZAinds by wiched Works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the Body of his 
Fleſh thraugh Death, to preſent you holy and unblameable, and" unreprove- 
able in his ſight. Surely, that which-can cauſe the holy God, juſtly 
mcenſed againſt Sinners, to lay alide all his Wrath, and take an 
Enemy into his Boſom, and eſtabliſh fuch an Amity as can never 
more be broken, but ro: reſt in his Love, and to joy over him 
with {inging, as it is Zephe 3-17: this mutt be'a moſt excellenc 
and efficacious thing. | 

4.” Chriſt being a Mediator of Reconciliation, implies the ar- 
dent Love, and large Pity that filled his Heart towaras poor Sinners, 
For he doth not only mediate by way of _ going betwixt 
both, and perſwading and begging Peace 3 but he mediates ( as- 
you have heard) in the capacity of a Surety, by putting himſelf 
under an Ovligarion to ſatisfy-our Debts. O how compaſſtonate- 
ly did his Heart work towards us, that when he ſaw the Arm of 
kuſtice lifted up co deſtroy us, would interpoſe himſelf, and re- 
ceive the ſtroke, tho he knew it would ſmite him dead ! Our 
Mediator, like 7onah his Type, ſeeing the ſtormy Sea of God's 
Wrath working tempeſtuouſly;and ready to ſwallow us up, caſt in 
himſelf to appeaſe the Storm: I remember how much that noble 

A of Marcus Curtize 1s celebrated in the Roman Story, who be- 
iog. 
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ing informed by the Oracle, that the great Breach made by the 
Karthquake could not be cloſed, except fomething of worth were 
caſt into it, heated with love to the Commonwealth, he went and 
caſt in himſelf. This was-looked upon as a bod and brave Ad- 
venture : but what was this to Chriſt ? | 

5. Chriſt being a Mediator betwixt God and Men, implies, as 
the {itne(s of his Perſon, ſo his authoritative Call to andertakg it, And 
indeed the Father, who was the wronged Perſon, calid him co 
be the Umpire and Arbitrator, truſting his Honour in his hands. 
Now Chriſt was itiveſted with this Office and Power »irrzaly, 
ſoon after the Breach was made by Adam's Fall ; for we have the 
early promiſe of ir, Ger. 3. 15. Ever fince till his Incarnation be 
was 4 virtual and effectnal Mediator ; and on that account” he is 
calld the Lamb ſlain from the beginning of the World, Rev. 13. 8. 
And «a#aaly, from the time of his Incarnation. Buc having di(- 
cuſſed this more largely in a former Diſcourſe, I ſhall diſmits it 
here and appiy my ſelf co the third thing propoſed, whuch 1s, 

Thirdly, How it appears that Jeſus Chriſt is. che true and only 
Mediator betwixt God and Men. I reply, it's maniteſt he is ſo, 

1. Becauſe he, and no other, is revealed to by God: Andif God 
reveal him, and no other, we muſt receive him, and no other as 
ſuch. Take but two Scriptures at preſenc, that in 1 Cor. 8. 5. 
The Heathen have many Gods, and many Lords, 1. e. many great Gods, 
ſupream Powers and ultimate Obje&s of their Worſhip; and , 
leſt cheſe great Gods ſhould be defiled by their immediate and 4/4 1228- 
unhallowed approaches to them, they therefore invented Heroes, 77 7 1. 
Demigods, intermediate Powers, that were to be as Agents, or 1G- Deol 
Lord-Mediators betwixt the Gods and them. to convey their 3:99, x; 4»- 
Prayers to the Gods, and the Bleffings of the Gods back again 9gumer. Put. 
to them. But unto ws ( faith he) there is but one Goa, the Father, 
ef whom are al! things, and we by him, 1. e, one {upream Eſlence, the 
Firſt Spring and Fountain of Bleffings z and ee Zord, 1. e. one Me- 
diator, 3! & To mnivice, 2, nudis Nous; by whom ave all. things, and 
we by bim, By whom are all things which ccme from the Father *0r:uz *7:pey, 
to us, and by whom are all our Adcrefles to the Father 3 fo A&s {-*. Ali cu- 
4. 12, Neither is there Salvation in any other; for there is none other pognent = 
Name under Heaven given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, No 1 _ =] 
other Name, #. e. no other Authority, or rather no other Per- fa,hic Chriſti: 
| | =14 ipfe ; vr? Ty 
v22y3y, 7c. uſpiam. Neque enim hoc loco c:lum opponitur terrz, quaſi in poor, Gne a 
Prater Chriftum deprecatores z ip rexrazycero non irem.; {cd in #e6; eft Pleoanaſmns, Beza, ja 75. 
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fon authorized wander Heaven, ji. e. in the whole World: for 
Heaven is not here oppoſed to Earth, as tho there were other 
Intercefſors in Heaven befides Chriſt; no, no, in Heaven and 
Earth God has given him, and none but him, to be onr Mediator, 
One Sun is ſufficient for the whole World; and one Mediator 
for all Men in the World. So that the Scriptures affirm this is 
he, and exclude all others. | 
2. Becauſe he, and no other, is fit for and capable of this Office. 
Who but he that hath the Divine and Human Nature united in 
his fingle Perſon, can be a fic Days-man to lay his Hand upon 
both > Who bur he that was God, could ſupport under fuch Suf- 
ferings as were by Divine Juſtice exacted for Satisfation ? Take 
a Perſon of the greateſt Spirit, and put him but an liour inthe 
caſe Chriſt was in when he ſweat Blood in the Garden, or utter'd 
that hearc-rending Cry upon the Croſs, and he had melted under 
it as a Moth. | 
3. Becauſe he is alone ſufficient to reconcile the World to 
God by his Blood, without acceſſions from any other. The vir- 
tue of his Blood reach'd back as far as Adam, and reaches for- 
ward to the end of the World ; and will be as freſh, vigorous, and 
efficacious then, as the firſt moment it was ſhed. The Sun makes 
Sol Fa or Day before it actually riſe, and continues Day to us ſome time 
pon petee ” after it is ſet: So doth Chriſt, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
bem. and for ever fo that he is the rrue and* only Mediator betwixt 
| God and Men : No other is revealed in Scripture; no other ſuffi- 
cient for it z no other needed beſide him. 
Foarthly, The laſt thing to be explained is, In what a capacity 
he ++ ma RE _ bo 
as eden ras out which we affirm, according to Scripture, that he per- 
—indae wy forms that Work as God- Mai) in both rs Papiſts in owe. 
Humaniras fine ing Chriſt to a& as Mediator according to his Divine Nature, do 
—— not ar once ſpoil the whole Mediation of Chriſt of all its Efficacy, 
7: incer divii Dignity and Value, which ries from that Nature, which chey 
nitarem ſlam, deny tO co-operate, and exert its virtue in his ative and pafſive 
& humanita- Obedience. They ſay the Apoſtle in my Text diſtinguiſhes che 
tem fſolam ; Mediator from © 0d, in ſaying, There is one God, and one Me- 
moe wp Sy diator. Oars apriy reply, t'iat the ſame Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes 
on & divi- viſt from Man, Gat 1.1. Net by Man, bur by Feſta Chriff, 
na humanitzs. Doth it thence follow, that Chritt is not true Man? or that, ac- 


fg. Hom. 2> - 
Appellazianes officii competunt Chriſto fcundum ueramgue naturam. Ames Belion. cap. 5. 
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cording to his Divine Nature only he call'd Pas!? But what need 
I ſay my Reader here? Had not Chriſt, as Mediator, power to 
lay down his Lite, and power to take it up again? 7eb.1o0.17,18. 
Had he not, as Mediator, all Power in Heaven and Earth to in- 
ſtitute Ordinances, and appoint Officers? Matrb. 28. 18. to bap- 
tize Men with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire > Marth. 3. 11, to keep 
thoſe his Father gave him in this World ? eh; 17. 12. to raiſe 
up the Saints again in the laſt day ? eh. 1. 54. Are all theſe, with 
many more I might name, che Effects of the meer Human Na- 
ture? Or, were they not performed by him as God-man ? And 
befides, how could he, as Mediator, be the Obje& of our Faith, 
and Religious Adoration, if we are not to-reſpe& him as God- 
man? But I long now to be at the Application of chis. And 
the firſt Inference from ic is this. 
Inference 1. 

That it is a dangeroms thing to rejet Teſus Chriſt, the only Mediator 
betwixt God and Men, Alas, there 15 no other to interpole and 
Skreen thee from the devouring Fire, the everlaſting Burnings? 
O it's a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God ! And 
into his hands you muſt needs fall, without an Intereſt in the on- 
ly Mediator. Which of us can dwell with devouring Fire? 
who can endure the everlaſting Burnings? 7.33.14. You 
know how they ſinged and ſcorched the green Tree, but what 
would they do to the dry Tree? Luke 23.31. Indeed, if there Lbs 
were another Plank to ſave after the Shipwrack, any other way | 
to be reconciled to God beſide Jeſus the Mediator. ſomewhat 
might be ſaid to excuſe this Folly ; but you are ſhut »p ro the 
Faith of Chriſt, as to your laſt Remedy, Gal. 5. 23. You are like 
ſtarving Beggars that are come at the laſt door. O take heed of 
deſpiſing or negleting Chriſt! if ſo, there's none to intercede 
with God for you the Breach betiwixt him and you can never 
be compoſed. I remember here the words of EZ: co his profane 
Sons, who cauſed Men to abhor the Offerings of the Lord, 

1 $4”. 2,25. If one Van ſin againſt another, the 7udp [hall juds him ; 

but if a Man [in againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him ? the mean- ConenN et 
ing is, in common Treſpaſſes betwixt Men, the Civil Magiſtrate ohms, 
rakes cognizance of it, and decides the Controverſy by his Au- yinas, argue 
thority, fo that there is an end of that Strife: bur if Man fin a- ira quancum 
gainſt the Lord, who ſhall intreac or arbitrace in'that caſe? £17's 1n fe erar fuſ- 
Sons had deſpiſed the Lord's Sacrifices, which were the ſacred jm ne 


Types of Chriſt, and the ſtated way that Men had then to a& yrgaia. 5: 


F aith Gretis in Joc. 
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fon authorized wnder Heaven, i. e. it the whole World: for 
Heaven is not here oppoſed to Earth, as tho there were other 
Interceſſors in Heaven beſides Chriſt; no, no, in Heaven and 
Earth God has given him, and none but him, to be opr Mediator. 
One Sun is ſufficient for the whole World ; and one Mediator 
for all Men in the World. So that the Scriptures affirm this is 
he, and exclude all others. | ; 
2. Becauſe he, and no other, is fit for and capable of this Office. 
W ho but he that hath the Divine and Human Nature united in 
his ſingle Perſon, can be a fic Days-man to lay his Hand upon 
both 2 Who bur he that was God, could ſupport under fuch Suf- 
ferings as were by Divine Juſtice exacted for SatisfaRtion ? Take 
a Perſon of the greateſt Spirit, and put him but an liour inthe 
caſe Chriſt was in when he ſweat Blood in the Garden, or utter'd 
that heart-rending Cry upon the Crols, and he had melted under 
it as a Moth. | 
3. Becauſe he is alone ſufficient to reconcile the World to 
God by his Blood, without acceſſions from any other. The vir- 
tue of his Blood reach'd back as far as Adam, and reaches for- 
ward to the end of the World ; and will be as freſh, vigorous, and 
efficacious then, as the firſt moment it was ſhed. The Sun makes 
Sol bv wag Day before it actually riſe, and continues Day to us ſome time 
—_— "" after it is ſet: So doth Chriſt, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
bem. and for ever; fo that he is the true and: only Mediator berwixt 
God and Men : No other is revealed in Scripture; no other ſufft- 
cient for it 3 no other needed beſide him. 
Foarthly, The laſt thing to be explained is, In what a capacity 
he executed his Mediatory Work. 
Divinitas fine About which we affirm, according to Scripture, that he per- 
humanirare, & forms that Work as God- Maa in both Natures. Papiſts in deny- 
Humaniras fine jng Chriſt ro a as Mediator according to his Divine Nature, do 
divinitate, non. ar once ſpoil the whole Mediation of Chriſt of all its Efficacy, 
a arte:? Dignity and Value, which riſes from that Nature, which chey 
nitatem ſtam, deny tO co-operate, and exert its virtue in his aRive and pafhve 
& humanita- Obedience. They ſay the Apoſtle in my Text diſtinguiſhes the 
tem folam; Afediator from od, in ſaying, There is one God, and one Me- 
m—_— diator. Oars aptly reply, Eat the ſame Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes 
nits, & divi- Criſt, from Man, Gat 1.1, Not by Man, bus by Zefles Chriſt. 
na humanitzs. Doth it thence follow, chat Chritt is not true Man? or that, ac- 


fdeg. Ham. 2. 
Appellatianes officii competunt Chriſto iecundum, ueramgue oaturam. Ames Belion. cap. 5. 


cording 


Serm. 8. diſcuſſed and opened, 
cording to his Divine Nature only he call'd Pa#!? Bur what nee 
I ſay my Reader here? Had not Chriſt, as Mediator, power - 
lay down his Lite, and power to take it up again? 7ob.10.17,18. 
Had he not, as Mediator, all Power in Heaven and Earth to in- 
ſtitute Ordinances, and appoint Officers? Matrh. 28. 18. to bap- 
tize Men with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire 2 Marth, 3, 11, to keep 
thoſe his Father gave him in this World ? 7b; 17. 12. to raiſe 
up the Saints again in the laſt day ? fob, 1. 54. Are all theſe, with 
many more I might name, che Effects of the meer Human Na- 
ture 2 Or, were they not performed by him as God-man > And 
beſides, how could he, as Mediator, be the Obje& of our Faith, 
and Religious Adoration, if we are not to reſpe& him as God- 
man? BucI long now to be at the Application of this. And 
the firſt Inference from ic is this. 
Inference 1. 

That it is a dangerous thing to rejeft Jeſus Chriſt, the only Mediator 
betwixt God and Men, Alas, there is no other to interpoſe and 
Skreen thee from the devouring Fire, the everlaſting Burnings? 
O it's a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God ! Aud 
into his hands you mutt needs fall, without an Intereſt in the on- 
ly Mediator. Which of us can dwell with devouring Fire? 
who can endure the everlaſting Burnings? 7.33.14. You 
know how they ſinged and ſcorched the green Tree, but what 
' would they do to the dry Tree? LZke 23. 31. Indeed, if there 
were another Plank to fave after the Shipwrack, any other way 
to be reconciled to God beſide Jeſus the Mediator. ſomewhat 
might be ſaid to excuſe this Folly 3 but you are ſhut #p ro the 
Faith of Chriſt, as to your laſt Remedy, Gal. 5.23. You are like 
ſtarving Beggars that are come at the laſt door. O take heed of 
deſpiſing or negle&ting Chriſt ! if ſo, there's none to intercede 
with God for you; the Breach betwixt him and you can never 
be compoſed. I remember here the words of E1: to his protane 
Sons, who cauſed Men to abhor the Offerings of the Lord, 
1 Sam. 2,25. If one Man ſin againſt another, the 7udp ſhall judg him 3 
but if a Man (in againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him ? the mean- Eonculciranr 
ing 1s, in common Treſpaſſes betwixt Men, the Civil Magiſtrate o ————_ 
takes cognizance of it, and decides the Controverſy by his Au- Tins, nel 
thority, fo that there is an end of that Strife: bur if Man fin a- ica quancum 
gainſt the Lord, who ſhall intreac or arbitrace in'that caſe? E17's in fe erar fur 
Sons had deſpiſed the Lord's Sacrifices, whick were the ſacred qi eh 


Types of Chriſt, and the ſtated way that Men had then to a& y.1gaiv. 5: 
Faith G rotiuis in 1c. 
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Faith on the Vediator ini; Now ( faith he) if a Man thus fin a- 
gainſt the Lord, by deſpifing Chriſt ſhadowed out in that way, 
who1hall intreat for him 2 what hope, what remedy remains ? 

. I remember it was the ſaying of LZnther, and he ſpake it with 
deep reſentment, Nolo Dem abſolntym, I will have nothing to do 
with an abſolute God, z. e. with God without a Mediator. Thus 
the Devils have to do with God: but will ye, in whoſe Nature 
Chriſt is come, put your ſelves into their ſtate and caſe 2 God 


forbid. 
Inference 2. 

Hence alſo be informed, how great an Evil it is to join any other 
Mediators, either of Reconciliation, or meritorious Interceſſion, with feſus 
Chriſt. -O this is a horrid Sin, and that which both pouts the 
greateſt Contempt upon Chriſt, and brings the ſureſt and ſoreſt 
Mariale Ar- Deſtru&ion upcn the Sinner ! I am aſhamed my Pen ſhould eng- 
gencinenſe,lib. liſh what mine Eyes have ſeen in the Writings of Papilts, aſcrt- 
1. c. 4- tol-13. bing as much, yea more, to the Mediation of ary than to Chriſt, 
Vincent, Brune vie no leſs than blaſphemous Impudence, thus commenting up- 
feſt. B. Virgi- ON Scripture z What is that which the Lord faith, I have rrod the 


chey ſeek entrance into Heaven at the wrong Door, they do not 
for = ſhut againſt themſelves the true and only Door of Hap- 

ineſs. | 

E Inference 3. 

If Jeſus Chriſt be the only Mediator of Reconciliation betwixt 
od and Men; then reconciled Souls ſhould thankfully aſcribe all the 
Peace, Favour, and Comforts they have from God, to their Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt 


Sertn.$. © diſcuſſed and opened. 
Chrift, Whenever you have had free admiſſion, and ſweet En- 
tertainment with God in the more pablick Ordinances, or private 
Daties of his Worſhip ; when we have had his Smiles, his Seals, 
and with Hearts warmed with Comfort, arereturning from thoſe 
Duties, ſay, O my Soul, thou mayſt thank thy good Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for all this ! Had not he interpos'd as a Mediator of Re- 
conciliation, I could nzver have had acceſs to, or friendly Com- 
munion witch God to all Eternity. | 
Immediately upon Adam's Sin, the Door of Communion with 
God was lock'd, yea chain'd up, and no more coming nigh the 
Lord. Not a Soul could have any acceſs to him, either in a way 
of Communion in this World, or of Enjoyment in that to come. 
It was Jeſus the Mediator that open'd that Door azain, and in 
him it is that we have boldneſs, and acceſs with Confidence, 
Epheſ. 3.12, We can now come to Goa by a new and a living way, 
conſecrated for us through the Vail, that ts to ſay, his Fleſh, Heb, 10,20. 
The Vail had a double uſe, as Chriſt's Fleſh anſwerably hath : Ic 


hid the Glory of the Sanfum Sanforam, and alſo gave entrance 


into it, Chriſt's Incarnation rebates the Edg of the Divine Glory 
and Brightneſs, that we may be able ro bear it, and converſe 
with it; and it gives admiſſion into it allo, O thank your dear 
Lord Jeſus for your preſent, and your future Heaven! Theſe are 
Mercies which daily emerge out of the Ocean of Chriſt's Blood, 
and come ſwimming in it to our doors. Bleffed be God for 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
Inference 4, 


If Jeſus Chriſt be the true and only Mediator, both of Re- 
conciliation and meritorious Interceſit9n, betwixt God and Men, 
how ſafe and ſecure then is the condition and ſtate of Believers ! Surely 
as his Mediation by Sufferings hath fully reconciled, fo his Media- 
tion by Interceilion willeverlaſtingly maintain that ſtate of Peace 
berwixr them and God, and prevent ail future Breaches. Being 


juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with Goa, through our Lord feſws 


Cbrift, Rom: 5.1. It'sa firm and laſting Peace, and the Media- 
tor that made it, lies as a Lidger in Heaven to maintain it for 


ever, and prevent new Jars, Heb. 9. 24. there to appear in the pres - 


ſence of God for us according to the cuſtom of Princes, and 
States, who being confederated, have their Agents reſident 
in each others Courts, who upon all occaſions appear in the 
preſence of the Prince, in the name and behalf of choſe whom 
they repreſent, and negorniate for. 


And. 
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Faith on the Mediator in; Now ( faith he) if a Man thus fin a- 
gainſt the Lord, by deſpiſing Chriſt ſhadowed out in that way, 
who hall intreat for him 2 what hope, what remedy remains ?_ 

. I remember it was the ſaying of Lnther, and he ſpake it with 
deep reſentment, Nolo Derm ab/olntym, I will have nothing to do 
with an abfolure God, 7. e. with God without a Mediator. Thus 
the Devils have to do with God : but will ye, in whoſe Nature 
Chriſt is come, put your ſelves into their ſtate and caſe ? God 
forbid. 

Inference 2. 
Hence alſo be informed, how great an Evil it is to join any other 
Mediators, either of Reconciliation, or meritorious Interceſſion, with Zeſws 
Chriſt. O this is a horrid Sin, and that which both pouts the 
greateſt Contempt upon Chriſt, and brings the ſureſt and ſoreſt 
Mariale ar- Deſtruction upcn the Sinner ! I am aſhamed my Pen ſhould eng- 
gencinenſe,lib. liſh what mine Eyes have ſeen in the Writings of Papilts, aſcrt- 
1. c. 4- tol.13 bing as much, yea more, to the Mediation of 34ary than to Chriſt, 
hy pt mn with no leſs than blaſphemous Impudence, thus commenting up- 
{eſt. B. Virgi- ON Scripture; What is that which the Lord faith, I have rro the 
nis, Colon. Wine-preſs alone, and of the People there was no Alan with me ? true 
1559. p-11. Lord, there was no Man with thee, but there was a Woman 
Liber Cantio- with thee, who received all theſe Wounds in her Heart, which 
7m oh os thou receivedft in thy Body. I will not blot my Paper with 
Conci,, Tr. more of this, but refer the learned Reader to the Margin, where 
dent. Sefl. 25. he may C if he have a mind to ſee more) be informed, not only 
Pfalr. Mariz, what Blaſphemy hath dropt from fingle Pens, but even from 
anno 1573 Conncils, to the reproach of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Blood. 
oh (4; How do they ſtamp their own ſordid Works with the peculiar 
dignity and value of Chriſt's Blood ; and therein ſeek to enter at 
the Gate which God hath thut to all the World, becauſe Jeſus 
Chriſt the Prince entred in thereby, Ez#k. 44. 2, 3} He entred 
into Heaven in a dire&t immediate way, even in his own Nathe, 
and for his own ſakes this Gate, faith the Lord, ſhall be ſhut to 
2ll others : And I wiſh Men would conſider it, and fear leſt while 
chey ſeek entrance into Heaven at the wrong Door, they do not 
for ever ſhut againſt themſelves the true and only Door of Hap- 
pinels. 
| Inference 3. 
If Jeſus Chriſt be the only Mediator of Reconciliation betwixt 
God and Men; then reconciled Sonls ſhould thankfully aſcribe all the 
Peace, Favour, and Comforts they have from God, to-their Lord Feſus 
| Chriſt 


prom 


Serin.8. © diſcuſſed and opened, 
Chriſt, Whenever you have had free admiſſion, and ſweet En- 
rertainment with God in the more publick Ordinances, or private 
Daties of his Worſhip ; when we have had his Smites, his Seals, 
and with Hearts warmed with Comfort, arereturning from thoſe 
Duties, ſay, O my Soul, thou mayſt thank thy good Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for all this ! Had not he interpos'd as a Mediator of Re- 
conciliation, I could nzver have had acceſs to, of friendly Com- 
munion with God to all Eternity. | 
Immediately upon Adam's Sin, the Door of Communion with 
God was lock'd, yea chain'd up, and no more coming nigh the 
Lord. Not a Soul conld have any acceſs to him, either in a way 
of Communion in this World, or of Enjoyment in that to come. 
It was Jeſus the Mediator that open'd that Door azain, and in 
him it is that we have boldneſs, and 2ccels with Confidence, 
Epheſ. 3.12. We can now come to Goa by a new and a living way, 
conſecrated for u through the Vail, that ts to ſay, his Fleſh, Heb, 10,20. 
The Vail had a double uſe, as Chriſt's Fleſh anſwerably hath : Ir 


hid the Glory of the Sanftnm Sanftorum, and allo gave entrance 


into it. Chriſt's Incarnation rebates the Edg of the Divine Glory 
and Brightneſs, that we may be able ro bear it, and converſe 
with it; and it gives admiffion into it allo, O thank your dear 
Lord Jeſus for your preſent, and your future Heaven! Theſe are 
Mercies which daily emerge out of the Ocean of Chriſt's Blood, 


and come ſwimming in it to our doors. Bleffed be God for 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
Inference 4, 


If Jeſus Chriſt be the true and only Mediator, both of Re- 
conciliation and meritorious Interceſſton, betwixrt God and Men, 
how ſafe and ſecure then is the condition and ſtate of Believers ! Surely 
as his Mediation by Sufferings hath fully reconciled, ſo his Media- 
tion by Interceilion will everlaſtingly maintain char ſtate of Peace 
berwixr them and God, and prevent all future Breaches. Being 


juſtifed by Faith, we have Peace with God, through our Lord 7eſus 


Chriſt, Rom. 5.1. It'sa firm and laſting Peace, and the Media- 
tor that made it, lies as a Lidger in Heaven to maintain it for 


ever, and prevent new Jars, Heb. 9. 24. there to appear in the pre- 


ſence of God for 83 according to the cuſtom 'of Princes, and 
States, who being confederated, have their Agents reſident 
in each others Courts, who upon all occaſions appear in the 
preſence of the Prince, in the name and behalf of choſe whom 
they repreſent, and negoriate for. 


And 
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And here it's proper to refle& upon the profound and incom- 
prehenfible Wiſdom of God, who hath made an advantage to us 
even out of our Sin and Miſery. Come ſee and adore the Wiſ- 
dom of our God, chat hath ſo improved, reduced, and diſpoſed 
the Fall of Adam, as to make a ſingular advantage thereby co 

2 i advance his Offspring to a better State. Ir was truly ſaid by one 
cn ns gg of the Antients upon this account, that 70b was a happier Man 
quads Aa: upon the Dunghil, than Adam was in Paradiſe. His Holineſs 
in Paradiſo, indeed was perfect, his Happineſs very great; but neicher of 
them permaneut and indefea(ible, as our Happineſs by the Media- 
ror is. So that in the ſame ſenſe, ſome Divines call Z«das his 
Treaſon felix ſcelws, a happy Wickedageſs; we may call Adam's 
Fall felix lapſws, a happy Fall, becauſe erdered and over-ruled 
O quam foli- by the Wiſdom of God, to ſuch an advantage for us. And ro 
cirer cecid! n char purpoſe Azftis ſomewhere ſweetly ſpeaks; O how happily 
"6 7"! did I fall in Adam, who roſe again more happily in Chriſt ! Thus 
Ticins re- did the Lord turn a Poiſon into an Antidote, thus did that dread- 
fc 
ſurrexi in fu! Fall make way for a more blefled and fixed State. Now we 
Chrifto! Az. are ſo confirmed, fixed, and eſtabliſhed by Chriſt in the Favour 
of God, that there can be no more ſuch fatal Breaches and dread- 
ful Jars betwixt God and his reconciled ones for ever. The 
Bone that's well ſer, is ſtronger where it's knit than it was be- 
fore. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt. | 
| : Inference 5. 
Did Jeſas Chriſt interpoſe betwixt us and the Wrath of God, 
25 a Mediator of Reconciliation ? did he rather chooſe ro receive 
the ſtroke upon himſelf, than to ſee us ruined by it > How well 
then doth it become the People of God, in a thankful ſenſe of this Grace, 
20 interpoſe themſelves betwixt Jeſus Chriſt, and the Evils they ſee like 
to fall upon his Name and Intereſt in the World, O that there were 
bur ſuch a Heart in the People of God! I remember it's a ſay- 
Urinam in me ing of ferom, when he heard the Revilings and Blaſphemings of 
convertant te- many againſt Chriſt, and his precious Traths, O (laid he ; :har 
ba, Of you they would turn their Weapons from Chrift to me, and be ſatisfied with 


13137 ſ:; 'en- . . 
— Te. "" »y Blood ! And much to the ſame ſenſe is that ſweet one of Ber- 


Bonum eſt mi- #ard, Happy were I, if God would wonckſafe to uſe me as a Shield, 
ki, fidignerur And David could ſay, the Reproaches of them that reproached thee 
Heus Mme Ut! Z2/] ypor me, Plal.69.9. Ten thouſand of our Names are nothing 


dw to Chriſt's Name: His Name is x&\ov C214, a worthy Name 3 


and no Man that gives up his Name as a Shield co Chriſt, bur 
fhallthereby ſecure and increaſe the true Honour of ir. And _ 
"wicked 


Serm. 9: diſcuſſed and opened, 8 

wicked Men for preſent-may beſpatter them, yet-Jeſus Chriſt 0 if 7 could 
will take it out.of the Dirt, (as one ſpeaks) wipe ic clean, and wy Bridg 6 
give it us again. O tis the leaſt one can! do to interpole our ;,, pn "om 
elves and all that is dear to us, berwixt Jeſus Chriſt and the' 7eſ,, 7s watk 
Wrath of Men, when he (as you hear ) interpoied himſelf be- #9, and beep 


ewixt you and the eternal Wrath of God! = og diy! 
» If my pooy 
bit of Heaven could go betwixt my Lord, and Blaſphemy and Diſhmour # ſaid another Worthy. 


The Ninth Sermo x. Serm. 9. 


Opens the 
firſt Branch 
| of the Pro- 
phetical Of- 
AcTs MI:. 22. fice, tes 
1n the Reve- 


4 Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unts you of lation of the 
your Brethren, like unto me ; him ſhall ye hear in all Wi of God. 


things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you, 


Preparations both on the Father's part, and on the Son's 
art, for the bleſſed Defign of reconciling us by the me- 
ritorious kLerien of Chriſt; -and given you a general proſpect 
of that his Mediation in the former Sermon 5; Method now re- 
quires, that I proceed to ſhew how he executes this his Mediation, 
in the diſcharge of his bleſſed Offices of Prophet, Prieft and King. 
His Prophetical Office conſiſts of two parts, one external, con- 
ſifting in a true and fall Revelation of the Will of God to Men, 
according to that fohn 17. 6.' 1 have manifeſted thy Name to the 
Men thou gaveſt me, The other in illuminating the Mind, and 0- 
pening the Heart to receive and embrace that Docrine. The 
r{t parr is contained in the words before us3 4 Prophet ſhall the 
Lord your Gad raiſe np, &c. 
Which words are an Allegation out of Moſes,recorded in Der. 
I8. 15, and here by Peter pertinently applied to Chriſt, to con- 
vince the incredulous fews, that he 1s the true and only Meſitah, 
and the great Prophet of the Church 3 whote DoGrine it was 
N highly 


H in the former Diſcourſes ſhewn you the ſolemn 
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highly dangerous to contemn, tho out of the mouths of ſuch 
(otherwiſe) contemptible Perſons as he and 7obn were. And it's 
well obſerved by Calvin; he fingles out this Teſtimony of Moſes 
rather than any other, becauſe ofthe great eſteem they had fot 
Aoſes and his Writings beyond any others. Now in the words 
themſelves are two general Parts. 

Firſt, Chriſt, according to his propherical Office, deſcribed. 
Secondly, Obedience to him, as ſuch a Prophet, ſtri&ly enjoined. 
Firſt, You have here a deſcription of Chriſt in his prophetical 
Office; 4 Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you- of - your 
Brethren like unto me, Where Chriſt is deſcribed, 
I. By his Title, Prophet 3 and that, [poem 4* Prophetarum, the 
Prince of the Prophets, or the great and chiet Shepherd, as he is 
ſtiled, Heb.13.10, 1 Per.5.4. It belongs to a Prophet to expound 
the Law, declare the Wilt of -God; and forere! things to come : 
All theſe meet, and that in a ſingular and eminent manner, in 
Chriſt our Prophet, A4ar.5.2T, 8c. 7oh.1.18, 1 Pet,1.11. 
2. Heis deſcribed by his Typez A Prophet like unto Moſes, 
who therein.typifted and prefigured him. But is it not ſaid oF 
Non ſimilis Afoſes, in Dent. 34. 10. That there aroſe not a Prophet ſince in Iſrae 
quoad ſequen- /;þe yyto Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to face? True, of meer. 
> ones 6 Men there never aroſe ſo greata Prophet in 1/-ae/, as Moſes was ; 
cum Deo, & Either in reſpect of his familiarity with God, or of his Miracles 
portenta. Eſti- which he wrought in the Power of God : but A7oes himſelf was 
4 in loc. but a Star to this Sun. However, in theſe following Particulars 
Chriſt was.like him. He was a Prophet that went berween God 
and the People ; carried God s Mind to them, and returned 
"0 | theirs to God, they not being able to'bear the Voice of God. im- 
Qu divinam 1egiately. Dear. 18. 16; 17. According to all that thou defireſt: of 
Ulam majeſta- « . < 8 | 
tem &colo 1o- the Lord thy God in Horeb, in the day of the Aſſembly, ſaying, Let me 
quentem for- 20t hear again the Voice of the Lord my God, neither let me ſee this 
midarent, jam great fire ary more, that I die not, And upon this their Requeſt, 
N or ner God makes the Promile-which is citedin the Text 3 Yerſ. 17, 18. 
CE & fi. They have well ſpoken that which they have ſpoken 3, 1 will raiſe rhem 
milem illis #p 4 Prophet like unto thee, G*c. Moſes was a very faithful Propher, 
tittam, audire-PreCiſely faithful, and exa& in-all things that God gave him in 
non timerent. charge, even to a Pin of the Tabernacle. Moſes verily was faith- 
: ful in all his houſe, as a Servant, for a Teſtimony of thoſe things which 
were to-be ſpokes after: But Chriſt as a: Son over his own houſe, Heb. 
3. 5+ 6. - Again, 4eſes confirmed lis Doctrine by Miracles, 
which he wrought in the preſence, and co the conviction of gain- 


fayetrs, 


Serm. 9. Chriſt's Prophetical Office. 


fayers. Herein Chriſt our Prophet is alſo like unto 44/es, who 
wrought many, mighty, and uncontrolled Miracles, which conld 
not be denied, and by them confirmed the Goſpel which he 
preached. Laſtly, Zcfes was that Prophet which brought God's 
1/-ael out of literal Egypr, and Chriſt his out of ſpiritual Egypr, 
whereof that Bondage was a figure, Thus he is deſcribed by his 
likeneſs to ſes, his Type. po Tm 

3: He is deſcribed by his Stock and Original,from which.accord- 
ing to the fleſh, he ſprang. 1willrai/e him up from among thy Brethren, 
Of Iſrael, as concerning the fleſh,Chriſt came, Rom.g.5. And it s evident 
that our Lord ſprang out of Judah, Heb.7. 14. He honoured that 
Nation by his Nativity. Thus the great Prophet is deſcribed. 

Secondly, Here is 2 ficict InjunRion of Obedience to this Pro- 
phet 3 Him ſhall ye hear in all ii:fogs, &<c. By hearing, underſtand 
Obedience. ' 'So words of ſenfe are trequenrly pur in Scripture, 
co fignity thoſe Aﬀections that are moved by, and ule to follow 
thoſe ſenſes. And this Obedience js required to be yielded to 
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this Propher only nniver{ally, and under great penalties. It's re- Ipſum audies, 


quired to be giyen.t9 1m only, for fo [41m } in the Text muſt be 
underſtood,” as excluſive of all others. it's true, we are com- 


manded to obey the Voice of his Miniſters, Heb. 13. 17. But 6. 13. 
ftill It's Chriſt ſpeaking by them, to whom we-pay our Obedi- nicur illi foli, 


7. e. ipſum 1o- 
lum, fic ill 
ſervies, Deut. 


expo- 


- Ence: He that heareth you, heareth me: We obey them in the #44: 10. 


Lord, #7, «, commanding or forbidding ig;Chriſt's Nameand Au- 


thority.” So when God ſaid, Dev.6..13, [Thow ſhalt ſerve him] -+ 
Chriſt expounds it excluſively, Mat. 4: 30. Hym only ſhalt thor © 


ſerve. He is the 6»ly Lord, Jude 4- and therefore to him only our 
Obedience is required. And as it's due to him only, fo to him 
univerſally ; - Him ſhall ye hear in all things : His Commands are 
fo .be obeyed, not diſputed. A. M adgment of. diſcretioy indeed is 
allowed co Chriſtians, - ro judg whether it be che Will of Chriſt, 


'_* " 


of hno- We muſt prove what .z5 that holy, good an, ecvepu al Will, 
t 


Rom. 12: z. Hr: Sheep hear his Voice, and a Stranger they will not 
follow : they know his Voice, but know not the Voice of | Strangers, John 
Is. 4, 5. But when his Will is underſtood and known, we have 
no liberty of chaice, . but, are concluded by it, be the Duty 
cominanded never. ſo. difficult, or the'.Sin forbidden .never. ſo 


being deftroyed from among the People; and'of »God's requiring 


it ator hands; as itis in Dext.rs; 5.e. of revenging himfelt in the © - 


deſtruction of the diſobedient. Hence the Obſervation is 3 
: | N 2 Dot. 


rempting: Andithis 15 alſo required ſeverely, under penalty of 
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Dodt. That Jeſu Chriſt ; called and appointed by God to be the 
great Prophet, and Teacher of the Church, 


He is anointed to preath,good Tidings to the meek, and ſent to 
bind up the broken-hearted, 7/4.61.1. When he came to preach 
the Goſpel among the People, then was this Scripture fulfilled, 
Aat.11.27, Yea, all things - are delivered him of bis Father ;, ſo as 
no Man knoweth who the Father 14, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him, Al] Light is now collected into one Body of 
Light, the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; and he enlightneth every Man that 
cometh into the World, John 1. 9. Andtho he diſpenſerh Knowledg 
vatiouſly, in times paſt ſpeaking in mary ways, and divers man- 
ners, to the Fathers ; yet now the method and way of revealing 
the Will of God to us, is fixt and ſettled in Chriſt : 7 theſe laſt 
times he hath ſpoken to us by his Son, _ 

Twice hath the Lord ſolemnly ſealed him to this Office, or ap- 
proved and owned him in it, by a miraculous Voice from the 

' moſt excellent Glory, Mar. 3: #lt. and at. 17. 5. 

In this Point there are- two things doctrinally to be diſcuſſed 
and opened, viz. What Chriſt's being a Prophet to the Church 
implies : And how he executes and diſcharges this his Office. 

Firſt, What is implied in Chriſt's - being a Prophet to the 
Church. And it neceſſarily imports theſe three things. 

Res cceleſtes 5, The natural ignorance and blindneſs of Men in the things 
Tationms ow of God. This ſhews us that vain Han i born as the wild Aſſes 
fant enim fa Colt, ——— The World is invoived in darkneſs: The people fic 
pra rationem 2s in the region and ſhadow of Death, - till Chriſt ariſe upon their 
reftam: pru- Souls, ar. q- 15, 16, 17, ?Tis true, in the ſtate of Innocence, 
_— carnis Man had aclear apprehenfion of the Will of God without a Me- 
Cov enim con- G1ator 3 bur now thar Light is quenchr inthe corruption of Ne 
tra rationem ture, and the 14tural Man receiveth not the things of God, 1 Cor, 2. 
pravam : na- 14. Theſe things of God are not only contrary to corrupt car- 
eura indiger na] Reaſon, but they-are alſo above right Reaſon. Grace indeed 
jr yur 2" uſeth Nature, but Nacure can do nothing without Grace. The 
vernacurale Mind of a natural Man hath nor only a native blindneſs, by rea- 
objectum re- ſon whereof it cannot diſcern the things of the'Spirit, bur alſo a 
cipkatins naturat emnity, Rom, 8. 7. and hates the Light;  7ohy 3, 19, 20. 
na- 1. HOG 1552 # "37 £N ; 
wn © rnria utitur-natura, -ur \mentis acumine, ,jydicit perſpicacia,:;8 bonarum literarum 
luce, feliciores fiant in Jacrarum literarum ſtudio progrefius. Pr, Renold's Animalis homo. 
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So that until the mind be heeled, and enlightned by Jeſus Chrtt, 
the natural Faculty cati no more difcera che things of the Spirit, 
than the ſenſitive Faculty can diſcern the things of Reaſon. The 
Myſteries of Nature may be diſcovered by the Light of Nature 
but when ir comes to the ſupernatural Myſteries, there omnz Pl4- 
tonicorum caligavit [ubtilitas, as Cyprian ſomewhere ſpeaks, the moſt 
_—_ ſearching, penerrating Wit and Reaſon is ſtalled, and ar 
2 lols. 

2, It implies the Divinity -of Chriſt, and proves him to be Si doftrina 
true God, foraſmuch as no other can reveal to the World in al] Chriſti cjuf- 
Ages the Secrets that lay hid in the Heart of God, and that with *<% concio- 
ſuch convincing Evidence and Authority. He brought his Doc- go7 ae. 
crine from the Boſom of his Father 3; John +. 18. The only begotten ſole clarius 
Son, who us in the Biſom of the Father, he hath revealed bim, The patebir verha 
ſame words which his Father gave him, he hath given us, 7ob £5 non cle 
17. 8. He ſpaketo us that which he had ſeen with his Farther, "degra 
fobn 8. 38, What Man can tell the Boſom-counſels and Secrets prophere alj- 
of God? who but he that eternally lay in chat Boſom can ex- cujus, fed ip- 


pound them ? fius Parris, a- 
deoque veri 


Dei. | Protulir enim non ratitum evangelium & doArinam ſuam e finu Patris, fed & non do- 
cuir ur Phariſzi & alii (puri puri) homines, ſed 5 #Zu5lay £xwy, ut habens divinam auori- 
rarem, Luk. 4. 23, Id quod Phariſzorum miniſtri, hoſtes ejus, confitebantur his verbis, 
nunguam ira locutus eſt homo ut hic homo ; quod fi ergo verba ezus Patris ſunt verba, & non 
humana, ſed divini autoritate prolata ſunt, utiq; & verus Deus erit, cum effeRus divinus 
arguart cauſam ; & fic cum non t:r, nifi unus verus Deus unicus certe, & ejuſdem cum Patre 
eflentix Chriſtus erit. Dietericus Analyſis Evang. pars 3. p. (mihi) 341 © 


Beſides, other Prophets had their times aſſigned them to riſe, 
ſhine, and ſet again by Dearh, Zech. 1. 5. Your Fathers, where 
are they? and do the Prophets live for ever? But Chriſdis a 
fixed and perperual Sun, that gives Light in all Ages of che 
World : for he is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb. 
13. 8. Yea, and the very Beams of his Divinity ſhone with aw- 
fulneſs upon the Hearts of them that heard him. So that his very 
Enemies were forced to acknowledg, that never any an ſpake 
like rim, John 7. 46. 

3. Ic implies Chriſt to be the Original and Fountain of all that. 
Light which is miniſterially diffuſed up and down the World 'by 
Men. Miniſters are but Stars, which ſhine with a borrowed 
Light from the Sun : So ſpeaks the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 4. 6, 7. For 
God who commanded the Light to ſhine ont of darkneſs, hath ſhined in 
our bearts, to give the Light of the knowleadg of the Glory of God, in Fin 

Ace: 


9% 
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face uf. "ug Chriff. Thoſe that teach Men, muſt be firſt tanght 
by- Chriſt: All the Prophets of the Old, and all the Apoſtles, 
Paſtors, and Teachers of the New Teſtamear, have lighted their 
Candles at his Torch : *Twas Chriſt that gave them a Month, and 
wiſdom, Luke 21.15, What Pasl received from the Lord, he 
delivered to the Church, x Cor. 11. 23. Jeſus Chriſt is the chief 
Shepherd, 1 Per.5. 4. And all the under-Shephefds receive their 
Gifts and Commithions from him. Theſe things are manifeſtly 
implied in Chriſt's Prophetical Office. 
Secondly, We hall next enquire how he executes and diſchar- 


- ges this his Office, or how he enlightens and teacheth Men che 


Will of God. And this he hath done variouſly, gradually, plain- 
ly, powerfully, (weerly, purely, and fully. 

x. Our great Prophet hath revealed co Men the Will of God 
variouſly ; not holding oneeven and conſtant tenour in the mani- 


feftations of the Father's Will, bur as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, moAu- 


WACGS #, movTelmbnS, at fundry times,and in divers manners, Heb. 
1.1. Sometimes he taught the Church immeatarely, and in his own 
Perſon, 7ohn 18. 20, He declared God's Righteouſneſs in the 

reat Congregation, P/al. 22. 22. And ſometimes mediately, by 


-his Miniſters and Officers, deputed co that Service by him : So 


he diſpenſed the knowledg of God to the - Church before 


-bis Incarnation ; it was Chriſt that in the time, and by the Mi- 


niſtry of Noah went and preached to the Spirits in Priſon, as it is 
2 Pet. 3. 19. that is, to Men and Women then alive, but now 


ſeparated from theBody, and impriſoned in Hell for their diſo- 


bedience: and- it was Chriſt thatwas with the Church in the 


* Wildernefs, inſtructing and guiding them by the Miniſtry of 


Aofes and Aaron, Aﬀts 7.37,38. and fo he hath taught the Church 
ſince his Aſcenſton. He cannot now' be pertonally with ns, hay= 
ing other bufineſs to do for us in Heaven ; bat however, he will 
notbe wanting to teach us by his Officers, whom for that end he 
hath ſer and appointed in the Church, Ephe/: 4. 11,12. | 
2. He harhdiſpenſed his blefled Light to the Church gradually. 
The diſcoveries of Light have been mvAvuepss, that is, in many 
parts or parcels ; ſametinies more obſcure and cloudy, as it was: 
to the Old-Teftament-Behevers, by Viftons, Dreams, Urim, 
Thummim, vocal Oracles, Types, Sacrifices, &c. which tho com- 
paratively it were buta weak-ghmimering Light, and had no gla- 
ry-fet by that which now ſhines, ''2Cor. 3:7,8;9, 10,1 1. yet it "was 
Aufficient for the Inſtruction and Salvation of the Elett in thoſe 
hk | times 5 
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times 3 but now is Light ſprung np glorioufly in the Goſpel-diſ- 
pen{ation : And we all with open. face, behold as in a Glaſr, the Glory 
of the Lord. It is to us not a twilight, bur the Light of a per- 
fe&t Day ; and ſtill it is advancing in the ſeveral Apes of the 
World. I know more (ſaid Zuther) than bleſſed 4»ftin knew ; 
and they that come after me will know more than I know. 

3. Jeſus Chriſt our great Prophet hatch manifeſted to us the 
W1ll of God plainly and perſpicuonſly. When he was on Earth 
himſelf, he taught the People by Parables, and without a Parable 
he ſpake nothing, Mart. 13- 3,4. He clothed ſublime and ſpiritual 
Myſteries in earthly Metaphors,-ſtooping them thereby to the 
low and dull capacities of Men ; ſpeaking fo familiarly to the 
People about them, as if he had been ſpeaking earthly things to- 
them, fohn 3. 12. And ſo (according to his own Example) Nec tamen es 
would he have his Miniſters preach, »/ng great- plainneſs of* ſpeech, t<ndir hac A- 
2 Cor. 3. 12, and by manifeſtation of the Truth, commending themſelves _ _ 
to every Man's Conſtiexce, 2 Cor. 4.2. Yet not allowing them to þ. nit arm 
be rude and careleſs in Expreflion, pouring out indigeſted, crude, quaſliber lo- 
immerhodical Words 3 no, a holy, ſerious, ſtrict, and grave Ex- quendi ſordes, 
preſſion befits the Lips of his Embafladors : And who ever ſpake 25. 20ak, yo ny 
more weightily, more logically, or perſwaſively than that Apo- ip ene: 
ſtle, by whoſe Pen Chriſt hath admoniſhed us to beware of vain libidinem,nul- 
afteation, and ſwelling words of vanity > Bur he would have lo ſenſu, me- 
us ſtoop to the underſtandings of the meaneſt, and not give the thodo, gravi- 
People a Comment darker than the Text : He would have us ra- _— 
ther pierce their Conſciences, than tickle their Fanciesz and gm v3” 
break their Heart, than pleaſe their Ears. Chriſt was a. very plain noftto aur 


Preacher. conſcientiis 
hominum al- 


rius inronat, aut: Argumentorum pondere firmiorem aflenſum cogit? Quis ſuavi magis, ſed 
c&leſti vi, affects in tranſverſum rapic ? Reynolds ubi ſupra. 


4. Jeſus Chriſt diſcovered Truth powerfully ; ſpeaking as one 
having Anthority, and not as the Phariſees, Mar. 7. 29. They were Pprakier Au- 
cold and dull Preachers, their words dideven freeze betwixt their 5%#19us Pau- 
- a OY lum audiviſſe 
lipgz but Chriſt ſpake with Power, there was heat as well as « qggefiu, 
light in his Doctrine : And fo there is ſtill, tho it be in the mouth quem tubaaf 
of poor contemptible Men, 2 Cor, 1 0. 4. The weapons of our war= appellabat 


fare are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the caſting down of ſtrong LEON | 


holds : *Tis ſtill qaick and powerful, ſharper than a two-eaged Sword; , 4 
and piercing to the dividing aſuuder of Soul and Spirit, and of the foints nitrua,aurib;:s 
14 Marrow, He. 4.12, The bleſſed Apoſtle imitated Chriſt ; ſuis infonare 


and videbancur. 
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and veing filled with his Spirit; ſpake home and freely to the 
| hearts of Men. So many Words, ſo many ciaps of Thunder, 
(as one ſaid of him) which made the hearts of Sinners ſhake and 
tremble in their Breaſts. All faithful and able Miniſters are nor 
alike gifted in this particular z but ſurely there is a holy ſerioul- 
neſs, a ſpiritual grace and majeſty in their Do@rine, commanding 
reverence from their Hearers. hoe: 

5. This Prophet Jeſus Chriſt taught the People the Mind of 
God in a ſweet, aftedtionate,- and taking manner. His words 
made their hearts burn within them, Zuke 24. 32. It was prophe- 
fied of him, I/a. 42. 2. He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor canſe his 
Voice to be heard on high. A braiſed reed be ſhall not break, and ſmoaking 
flax he ſhall not quench, He knew how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to 
the weary Soul, [a. 61.1. He. gathered the Lambs with his Arms, and 
gently led thoſe with young, 114. 4. 11. How ſweetly did his words 
{lide to the melting hearts about him! He drew with Cords of 
Love, with the Bands of a Man : He diſcouraged none, upbraid- 
ed none that were willing to come to him : His familiarity and 
free condeſcenſions to the moſt vile and ceſpiſable Sinners, was 
often made the matter of his reproach. Such is his gentle and 
ſweertarriage to his People, that the Church is called the Lamb's 
Wife, Rev. 19. 7. 

'6. He revealed the Mind of God purely to Men ; his Do&trine 
had not the leaſt daſh of Error to debale it 3 his moſt enviouſly 
obſervant Hearers could find nothing to charge him : - He is the 
"faithful and true Witneſs, Rev.1.5. and he hath commanded his Mi- 
niſters to conſerve the ſimplicity and puricy of the Goſpel, and 
not to blend and ſophiſticate it, 2 Cor, 4. 2. 

7. Andlaſtly, He revealed the Will of God perfe&Rly and ful- 
ly, keeping back nothing needful ro Salvation. So- he tells the 
Diſciples, obs 15. I5. All things that | have heard of my Father, I 
"have made known unto y90u, He was faithful 2s a Son, over his own 
Houſe, Heb. 3. 6. - Thus you havea brief account of what is im- 
plied in this part of Chriſt's Prophetical Office, and how he per- 
formed it. . | Ef 

Inference 1. 


If Jeſus Chriſt, who is now paſſed into the Heavens, be the 
great Propher and Teacher of the Church ; hence we juſtly infer 
the continual neceſſity of a ſtanding Miniſtry in the Charch : For by his 
Miniſters he now teacherh us, and to that intent hath fixed them 
in the Church, by a firm Conſtitution, there to remain to the 


_end 
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end of the World, at. 28. #/:, He teacheth Men to mo: 
Perſonally bur Miniſterially. His Miniſters ſupply the want 0: 
his Perſonal Preſence, 2 Cvr. 5. 20. We pray you in Chriffs fteas, 
Thele Offices he gave the Caurch at his Aſcenſion, 7. e. when he 
ceaſed to teach them any longer with his own Lips 3 and fo {«: 
chem in the Church, that their Succeſſion ſhall neyer torally fail. 
For ſo that word «©, he hath ſer, 1 Cor.12.28, plainly implies. 
They are ſet by a ſure Eſtabliſhment, a firm and unalterable Con - 
ſticution, even as the Times and Seaſors, which the Father bath put- 
to, in his own power , it's the ſame Word: and it's well they 
are ſo firmly ſer and fixed there, tor how many Adverfaries in 
all Ages have endeavoured to ſhake the very Office it ſelf? pre- 
rending that it's needlels to be taught by Men, and wreſting tach 
Scriptures as theſe to countenance their Error, ee! 2.28,29. 1 wilt 
pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſa \ and your Sons and Daughters ſhall pro- 
pheſy, SC. And fer. 31. 34. They ſhall teach no more every Man hi: 
Neighbour, and every Mas bis Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord: for they 
ſhall all know me from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of them. Ag to 
chat of feel it is anſwered ; that if an Old-Teſtament-Prophecy 
may be underſtood according to a New-Teſtament-Interpretatior.. 
then that Prophecy doth no way oppoſe but confirm the Golpel- 
Miniſtry. How the Apoſtle underſtood the Prophet in that his 
Prophecy, may be ſeenin A#s 2.16. when the Spirit was poured 
out on the Day of Pentecoſt upon the Apoſtles. And ſurely he 
muſt be a confident Perſon indeed, that thinks not an 4po#/e ro 
be as good an Expoſitor of the Propher, as himſelf. And for that 

in fer. 31. we ay, | | 

1. Thar if it conclude againſt Minifterial Teachings, it muſt 
equally conclude againſt Chriſtian Conferences. 

2. Weſay that cannot be the ſenſe of one Scripture which con- 
tradics the plain (ſenſe of other Scriptutes : But ſo this would, 
Eph. 4. 11, 12, 1 Cor. 12, 28. 

3. And we ſay, the ſenſe of that Text is not negative but con- 
parative ; not that they ſhall have no need to be caught any Truth, 
but no ſuch need to be taught the firſt Truths; Thar there isa God, 
and who is this true God : They ſpall no more teach every Man his 
Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for they ſhall all know me. To con- 
clude. God hath given Miniſters to the Church tor Convertion, 
and Edification-work, til! we all come into the unity of the Faith, to 4 
perfett Man, Eph. 4.11,12. So that when all the Elec are con- 
vetted, and all thoſe Converts _—_— perfect Men ; whea there 


ye 
©. 
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is no Error in Judgment or Practice, and no Seducer to cauſe it, 
chen, and notrill then, will a Goſpel-Miniſtry be uſeleſs. Bur 
(as it's well obſerved) there is not a Man that oppoſes a Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, but the very being of that Man is a ſufticient Argument 
tor the continuance of it. 

Inference 2. 

If Chriſt be the great Propher of the Church, and ſuch a Pro- 
pnet; then it follows, That the weakeſt Chriſtians need not be diſcou- 
raged at the dulneſs aud incapacity they find in themſelves, For Chriſt 
is not only a patient and condeſcending Teacher, but he can alſo 
(3s he often hath done) reveal that to Babes which is hid from the 
Wile and Learned, at. 11. 25. The Teſtimonies of the Lord are 
ſure, making wiſe the ſimple, Pal. 19. 7. Yea, and ſuch as you are 

_ the Lord delights to chooſe, that his Grace may be the more con- 
ſpicuous in your Weakneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 25, 27, You will have no- 
thing of your own to glory in: You will not ſay, as a proud 
Wretch once ſaid, Ego, & Dems mers; I, and my God did this. 
Jeſus Chriſt affe&s not ſocial Glory, he will not divide the Praiſe 
withany. Well then, be nor diſcouraged 3 others. may know 
more in ether things than you, but you are not incapable of know- 
ing ſo much as ſhall ſave your Souls, if Chriſt will be your 
"Teacher. In other Knowledg they excel you ; but if ye knew Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and the Truth as it is in him one Drop of your Know- 
jedg is worth a whole Sea of their Gifts: One Truth-ſuckt by 
Faith and Prayer from the Breaſt of Chriſt, is better than ten thou- 
ſand dry Notions beaten out by wracking the Underſtanding. 
It's better in kind ; the one being bur natural, the other ſuperna- 
rural, from the ſaving Illuminations and inward Teachings of the 
Spirit : and fo is one of thoſe better things that accompany Salvation, 
Icr's better in reſpect of Effects; other Knowledg leaves the-Heart 
as dry, barren, and unaffected, ' as if it had its feat inzanother 

$i miki dare- Man's Head : but chat little you have been taught of Chriſt, ſheds 
tur optio, eli- dOWN its gracious Influences upon your Aﬀections, and flides 
gerem Chriſti- ſweetly to your melting Hearts. So that as one preferr'd the moſt * 
org _ _ deſpicable work of a plain Ruſtick Chriſtian, before all the Tri- 
ane aoret, oPhs of Alexander and Ceſar; much more ought yeto prefer one 
te opus, prz ſaving Manifeſtacion of the Spirit, to all the. powerleſs lllumina- 
omnibus victo- tions of natural Men. | 
riis & rrijum- Taference 3, 
xp —_ If Chriſt be the greit Propher and Teacher of the Church ; ic 
44 follows, That Prayer 4s a proper means for the increaſe. of Knowleat : 
Prayer 
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Prayer is the Golden Key which unlocks that Treaſure. When 
Daniel was to expound that Secret which was contained in the 
King's Dream, about which the Chaldean Magicians had rack 
their Brains to no purpoſe 3 what courſe doth Dazie/ take? Why, 
he went to his Houſe (faith the Text) Davy. 2. 17, 18. and made the 
thing known to Hananiah, Miſhael, a»d Azariah his Companions ; that 
they would deſire Mercies of the God of Heaven concerning this Secret. 


© * ws, 
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Andthen was the Secret revealed to Davie], Luther was wont tO Tia ficiune 
ſay, three things make a Divine; Meditation, Temptation, and Theologum, 
Prayer. Holy Mr. Bradford was wont to ſtudy upon his Knees. Medicatio, 


Thoſe Truths that are got by Prayer, leave an unuſual Sweetneſs 
upon the Heart. It Chriſt be our Teacher, it becomes all his 
Saints to be at his Feer. 
Inference 4. Sk 

Tf Chriſt be the great Prophet and Teacher of the Church; 7: 
may thence diſcern and judg of Doftrines, and it may ſerve us asa Teſt to 
try them by, For (uch as Chriſt is, ſuch are the Docrines thar flow 
from'him 3 every Error pretends to derive it ſelf from him : but 
as Chriſt was holy, humble, heavenly, meek, . peaceful, plain, 


and'fimple, and-in all things alien, yea contrary to the wiſdom of 


the'World, the gratifications of the Fleſh; ſuch are the Truchs 
which he teacheth. They have his Character and Image ingraven 
on'them. Would you know then whether this or that Doc- 
trine be from the Spirit of Chriſt or no? examine the Doctrine 
it {elf -by this rule. And whatſoever Doctrine you find to in- 
courage and countenance Sin," to exalt Self, to be accommoda- 
ted to earthly Deſigns and Intereſts, ro warp and bend co the 
Humotfs and Lufts of Men; in a word, what Doctrine foever 
directly, and as a proper cauſe, makes them that profeſs it carnal, 
turbulent, proud, ſenſual, &c. you may ſafely reje& it, and con- 
clude thisnever came from Jeſus Chriſt, "The DoCtrine of Chriſt 
i5 after Godlineſs ; his Truth ſanRifies. There is 2 guſfres [piri- 
tualis judicii, a Spiritual taſte, by which thoſe thar have their ſen- 
ces exerciſed, can diſtinguiſh things that differ. The Spiritual Han 
judgeth all things, 1 Cor.z. 15. - His Far tries Words, as his Mouth 
tafteth Meats, Job 34. 3. Swallow nothing (let it come never {0 
ſpeciouſly) that bath not ſome reliſh of Chriſt and Holinefs in 
it. - Be (are Chriſt never reveal'd any thing to Men, that dero- 
_ gates from his own Glory, or prejudices and obſtructs the ends ot 

his own Death. FT 


Tj 
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Inference 5. 
Aud as it will ſerve us for a Teſt-oft Do@trines, /o it ſerves for 4 
Teft of Miniſters; and hence you may jadg who are authorized, and 
ſent by Chriſt the great Prophet to declare his Will to Men. 
Surely thoſe whom he ſends have his Spirit in their Hearts, as 
well as his Words in their 2ouths, And according to meaſures 
of Grace received, they faithfully endeavour to fulfil their Mini- 
ftry for Chriſt, as Chriſt did for his Father : 4s my Father hath ſent 
me, (faith Chriſt) /o/erd 7 you, Joh. 20. 21, They take Chriſt for 
their Pattern in the whole courſe of their Miniſtration, and are 
ſuch as ſincerely endeavour to imitate the great Shepherd; in theſe 
ſix particulars following. | 
x. Jeſus Chriſt was a faithful Afinifter, the faithful, and true 
Witneſs, Rev. 1.5. He declared the whole Mind of God to Men. 
Of him it was prophertically ſaid, P/al. 40. 10, 1 have net hid thy 
Righteouſneſs within my Heart 5 1 have aeclared' thy Faithfulneſs, and 
thy Salvation , I have not concealed thy loving Kindneſs and thy Truth 
from the great Congregation, To the ſame ſenſe, and almoſt in the 
{ame words, the Apoſtle Pas! profeſſed, in As 20. 20. 7 have 
kevr back nothing that was profitable unto vous, and verſ; 35. 1haveſhew- 
ed you all things, Not that every faithtul Miniſter doth in the courſe 
of his Miniſtry, anatomize the whole body of Truth, and fully 
expound and apply each particular-to the People: no, that is not 
the weaning, but of thoſe Do&rines which they have opportuni- 
ty of opening, they do not out of fear, or ro accommodate and 
{ecure baſe low ends, withhold the*Mind of God, or ſo corrupt 
and abuſe his words, as to ſubje& Truth to their own or other 
Mens Luſts. They preach not as pleaſing men, but God, 1 Pheſl. 2.4. 
For if we yet pleaſe men, we cannet be the ſervants of Chriſt, Gal. 1. 10. 
Truth mult be ſpoken, tho the greateſt on Earth be offended. 
2. Jeſus Chriſt was « tender-hearted Miniſter, full of compaſſion 
ro Souls. He was ſent to bind »p the broken in heart, Iſa. 61, 1. 
He was full of Bowels to poor Sinners. He grieved at the haraneſs 
of Mens Hearts, Mark 3.5. He mourned over Fers/alem, and ſaid, 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how oft would I have gathered thy Children as. a 
Hen gather her brood under her wings ! Matth. 23. 37. His Bowels 
yerned when he ſaw the multirude as Sheep having no Shep- 
herd, Matth. 9. 36. Theſe Bowels of Chriſt muſt be in all the 
under-Shepherds. Ged 3s my witneſs (faith one of them) how grear- 


tn. pro inſtar. 1 7 ſong after 5ou all in (or after the patrern of) rhe bowels of Chriſt 


Feſws, Phil..1, 8. Hethat (ſhews a hard Heart, unaffected "_ 
the 
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'the Dangers and Miſeries of Souls, can never thew a Commiiltion 
from Chriſt to authorize him for Miniſterial work. 

3; Jeſus Chriſt was 4 /aborioxs painful Ataiſter, he put a nece}- 
ſity on himſelf co finiſh his Work in his day 3 a Work infinitely 
great, ina very little time. foh. 9. 4. 1 maſt work the Works of him 
that ſent me, while it is day : the night cometh when no man can work. 
O how much Work did Chriſt do in a little time on Earth ! He 
went abont doing good, Acts Io, 38. He was never idle. When he 
fits down at 7acob's Well, to reſt himſelf being weary, preſently 
he falls into his Work, preaching the Goſpel ro the Samaritaneſs, 
In this muſt his Miniſters reſemble him 5 ſtriving according. jo his 
working, that worketh in them mightily, Col. 1.28, 29. An idle 
Miniſter ſeems to be a contradiction i» adjefo; as who ſhould ſay, 
a dark Light. 

4. feſns Chriſt delighted in nothing more than the ſucceſs of his 01i- 
»iſtry; to ſee the Work of che Lord proſper in his hand, this was 
meat and drink to him. When the Seventy returned, and re- 
ported the ſuccels of their firſt Embaſly > Lora, eves the Devils are 
ſubje& to us through thy Name. Why, faith Chriſt, I beheld Satan 
fall as Lightning from Heaven, As 1t he had ſaid, you tell me no 
News, I ſaw it when I ſent you out at firſt, I know the Goſpel 
would make work where it came. . 4d in that hour eſws rejuiced 
in Spirit, Luk. to. 17, 18, 21, And is it not fo with thoſe ſent by 
him? Don't they value the Succeſs of their Miniſtry at a high 
rate ? It is not (faith one) the expence, bur the recoiling of our 
labours back again upon us, that kills us. Miniſters would not 
die ſo faſt, nor be grayheaded fo ſoon, could they but fee the 
travel of their Souls. 24 little Chilaren (faith Paul) of whom I travel 
again in birth, m&\v &5ivG, mull Chriſt be formed in yon, Gal. 4.19. 
As for thoſe that have the name of Shepherds only, who viſit the 
Block only once a year, about ſhearing-time z who have the #- 
feruments of a fooliſh Shepherd (forcipes & mulitra) the Shears and 
Pail, Zech. 17. 15, ' woful will be their condition at the appear- | 
ing of this great Shepherd. | | 

5. feſus Chriſt was a Miniſter that lived up to his Doltrine : His 
Life-and Doctrine harmonized in all things. He prefled ro Ho- * 
line6 in his Docrine, and was the great Pattern of Holineſs in 
his Life, Matth. 11.28. Learnof me, 1 am meek and lowly, . And 
ſuch his Miniſters defire to approve themſelves, Phil. 4. g. What 
Je have heard, and ſeen in me, that do, He preacht to their Eyes, 


as'well as Ears. - His Life was a Comment on his Done. 
| 1ey ; 
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They might ſee Holineſs ated in his Liſe, as well as ſounded by 
his Lips. He preacht the Doctrine, and lived the Application. 

6. And Lally; few Chrift was a Miniſter that minded and main- 
tained ſweet, ſecret communion with God, for all his conſtant publick 1a- 
bours, It he had been preaching and healing all the day, yet he 
would redeem time from his very ſleep to ſpend in ſecret Prayer : 
Aatth. 14. 23- When he had ſent the Multitude away, he went up into 
a Mountain apart to pray; and was there alone. O blefled Partern ! 
Let the Keepers of the Vineyards remember they have a Vine- 
yard of their own to keep; a Soul of their own that muſt be 
look'd after as well as other. Mens. Thoſe that in thele things imi- 
cate Chriſt, are ſurely ſent to us trom him, and are worthy of 
double honour : They are a choice Bleſſing to the People. 


LuxE ; XXIV. 45» 
Then opened he their Underſtandings, 8c. 


_— Intellectual and Practical : the firſt hath its ſeat in the 


IK iis of Spiritual things is well diſtinguiſhed into 


Ml. Mind, the latter in the Heart. This latter Divines call a 
Knowledg peculiar to Saints3_ and in the Apoſtle's Dialect it 
iS VP YIoIRrWs XpISE T1108, Phil. 3. 8, The eminency, or ex- 
cellency of the Knowleag of Chriſt. 

Andindeed there is but little excellency in all thoſe pretty No- 
tions which furniſh the Lips with diſcourſe, unleſs by a ſweet and 
powerful influence they draw the Conſcience and Will to the O- 
bedienceof Chriſt: Light in the Mind is neceſſarily antecedent to 
the ſweet and heavenly motions and mountings of the Aﬀecions. 
For the farther any man ſtands from the Light of Truth, the far- 
ther he muſt needs:be from the Heat ofgComfort. Heavenly 
quicknings are begotten in the Heart, while the. Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs ſpreads the Beams of Truth into the Underſtanding, pi 

| the 
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the Soul firs under thoſe its wings : yet all the Light of the Golpel 
ſpreading and diffuſing it ſelf into the Mind, can never favingly 
open and change the Heart, without another act of Chriſt upon it; 
and what that is, the Text informs you, Then opened he their Va- 
aerftandings, that they might nnderſtand the Scripteres. 

In which Words we have both an Ac& of Chrilt upon the 
Diſciples Underſtandings, and the immediate end and {cope of 
that Act. 

I. Chriſt's A& upon their Underſtandings 3 he opened their 
Unaerſtandings, By Underſtanding is not here meant the Mind 
only, in oppoſition to the Heart, Will and Aﬀections, but theſe 
were opened by and with the Mind. The Mind 1s to che Hearr, as 
the-Door co the Houſe : what comes into the Heart, comes in at 
the Underſtanding, which is introductive to it ; and altho Truths 
ſometimes go no farther than the Entry, never penetrate the 
Hearts, yet here this effect is undoubtedly included, 

Expolitors make this Expreſſion parallel to that in 4&s 16. 14. 
The Lord opened the Heart of Lydia. And it is well obſerved, that 
itis one thing to open the Scriptures, that is, to expound them, 
and give the meaning of them, as Pas! is ſaid to do in As 18, 3. 


lOJ 


and another thing to open the Mind or Heart, as it is here. There Ipſe eft qui 
are, as a learned Man truly obſerves, two doors of the Soul barr'd apperic cor 


againſt Chriſt ; the Underſtanding by Ignorance, and the Heart nottrum in le- 
by Hardneſs; both theſe are opened by Chriſt. The former is 8< 


ſpecit. 


opened by the preaching of the Golpe}, the other by the internal 
operation of the Spirit. The former belongs to the firſt part'ot 
Chriſt's Prophetical Office, opened in the former ; the latter to 
that ſpecial internal part of his Prophetical Office, to be opened 
1n this Sermon. 

_ And that it was not a naked Act upon their Minds only, but 
that their Hearts and Minds did work in fellowthip, being both 
couched by this Act of Chriſt, is evideat enough by the Effects 
mentioned, verſ. 52, 53. They retzrned to Jeruſalem with great oy, 
and were continually in the Temple praifing and bleſſing God, It is con- 
felled, that before this time Chriſt had opened their Hearts by 
Converſion; and this Opening is not to be underſtood {1mply, 
bur ſecundum quid, in reference to thoſe particular Truths, in which 
till now they were not ſufficiently informed, and ſo rheir Hearts 
could not be duly affeted with them. They were very dark in 
their apprehenfions of che Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt; and 


conſequently their Hearts were fad and dejected about that m_— 
4 | 


/ 
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had befallen him, wer/: 17. but when he opened the Scriptures, 
and their Underitandings 2nd Heart together, then things appeared 
with another Face, and they return blefling and praiſing God. 
2. Here is farthe: to be conſidered the de{tgn and end of this A&t 
Neque enim Upon their Underſtandings z That they might underſtand the Scriptures, 
ſpiricum Deus Where let it be marked, Reader, that the Teachings of Chriſt, 
tuis contert, and his Spirit, were never defigned to take Men off from the 
qui vero) Hl reading, ſtudying and ſearching of the Scriptures, as ſome vain 
autum abolear, eng . . I 
ied ptius a; Notioniſts have pretended, oppoſing thoſe things whichare ſub- 
iructuoſim Ordinated ; but to make their ſtudies and duties the more truitful, 
reddat ; qua beneficial and effectual to their Souls, or that chey might this 
re peryeram . way receive the end or blefling of all their Duties. God never 
nes revelario. Ntended tO aboliſh his Word by giving his Spirit. And they are 
num prarexru rue Fanaticks (as Calviz upon this place calls them) that think, 
ſpernendz Or pretend fo. By this means he would at once impart more 
{criprurz fibi Lighr, and make that they had before more operative and uſeful 


_—_— Kern. them, eſpecially in ſucha time of need as this was. Hence we 
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mn Loc. obſerve, 
DoR. That the opening of the Mind and Heart, effeftually ts receive 
the Truths of God, xs the peculiar Prerogative and Office of Te(us 
Chrift. 
E 7) One of the great Miſeries under which lapſed Nature labours, 


ocalis imin- 38 {ſpiritual Blindneſs. Jeſus Chriſt brings that Eye-ſalve which 
gendum, quo Only can cure it. Rev. 3. 18. 1 counſel thee to buy of me Eye-ſalve, that 
CXcitare thou maiſt ſee, Thoſe to whom the Spirit hath applied it, can ſay 
dempta, homo ag jt is 1 oh. 5. 20. We know that the Son of God is come, and hath giv- 
4+ = hyp "1 ex 4s an Underſtanding, that we may know him that is true; and we are 
Glaf, Phil. 2, ## him that is true, even in his Son feſus Chriſt : this is the true God, and _ 
part, Þ. 340. eternal Life. 

Ad pertetam 

& propriam rerum ſupernaturalium cognitionem, non ſufficir ex parte obje&i revelatio, nec ex 
parte tubjei debirus uſus rationis, ſed inſuper requiri gratia Chriſti, & ſpeciale adjutorium 
tpirirus ſan&i, quo cor operiatur, emolliatur, & tupernaturalis veritatis dulcedinis habear pro- 
portionatam #£1y, & guſtum ſpiritualis judicii. Reynoldus, Animal, Homo, þ. 23. 


To the Spiritual Illumination of a Soul it ſuffices not that the 
Obje& be revealed, nor yet that Man, the Subje& of that Know- 
ledg, have a due uſe of his own Reaſon; bur it is turcher neceſſa- 
Ty that the Grace and ſpecial Aſſiſtance of che Holy Spirit be ſu- 
peradded, to open and mollify the heart, and ſo give it a due taſte 
and 
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and reliſh of the ſweetneſs of Spiritual Trurh. By opening the 
Goſpel, he reveals Truth to us, and by opening the heart in us. 
Now tho this cannot be without-that, yet it's much more excel- 
lent to have Truth revealed in us, than to us. This Divines call 
precipmum illud cmorekeo wo maneris Prophetici, the principal 
perfective effe& of the Prophetical Office z the ſpecial Bleſſing 
promiſed in the new Covenant, Heb. 8. 10, I wilt put my Laws in 
their Mind, and write them in their Hearts. 

For explication of this part of Chriſt's Prophetical Office, I 

all, as in the former, thew what is included in the opening of 
the Underſtanding, and by what Ads Chriſt performs it. - 

Firſt, Give you a briet account of what is included in this At 
of Chriſt ; rake it in the following Particulars. : 

1. It implies the tranſcendent nature of Spiritual things, far ex- 
ceeding .the higheſt Aight and reach of Natural Reaſon. Jeſus 
Chriſt muſt by his Spirit open the {Ulnderſtandings of Men, or 
they can never comprehend ſuch Myſteries. Some Men have 
ſtrong natural Parts, and by improvement of them, are become 
Eagle-ey'd .in the Myſteries of Nature. Who more-acute than 
the Heathen Sages ? yet to them the Goſpel ſeemed fooliſhnels, 
I Cor. 1. 20, Auſtin confeſles that before his Converſion, he often 
telt his Spirit ſwell with offence and contempt of the Goſpel; and 
he deſpifing it, faid dedignabar efſe parvulus ; he (corned to be- 
come a Child again. Bradwardine, that profound Dottor, learn- 
ed »/que ad ftuporem, even to a wonder, profeſles that when he 
read Pas/'s Epiſtles, he contemned them, becauſe in them he found 
- nota Metaphyſical Wit. Surely it's poflible a man may with 
Berengarins, be able to diſpute de omni [cibi/i, of every point of 
Knowledg 3 to unravel Nature, from the Cedar in Lebanon, to 
exghe Hyſlop on the Wall; and yet be as blind as a.Bat -in the 


Knowledg of Chriſt. * Yea it's poſſible a Man's Underſtanding * The # ; 
may be improved by the Goſpel to a great ability in the literal fined and inge- 
know!edg of it, ſo as to be able ro expound the Scriptures ortho- 79 /Irt of 
doxly, and enlighten ochers by them, as it is Mar. 7, 22. The \jjesner de 
Scribes and Phariſees were well acquainted with the Scriptures of :4;ng in them, 
the Old Teſtament ; yea, ſuch were their abilities, and eſteem which is move 
excelent toan 
common Grace ; and common Grace leaves them in the ſtate of Nature, under the power of Sin, and 
in the very. Suburbs of Heil, wholly at the command of Satan: and if any Man think othersi;e, 1:8 
him take heed that very Thought doth not nail him faft to that unregenerate and curjed Ejigte for 


evermore. Dr. Chynelles Divin. Trin. Þ. 410, SC. 
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among the People for them, that the Apoſtle files them the Pri-- 
ces of this World, 1 Cor. 2.8, And yet notwithſtanding Chriſt tru- 
ly calls them #liad Gaides, Mar. 23, Till Chriſt open che hearr, 
we can know nothing of him, or of his Will, as we ought to 
know it. So experimentally true is that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
2,14,15. The natural Ian receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Ged, 
for they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, But he that is ſpiritual, jadgeth all things 3 yet he 
himſelf is judged of no Man, The ſpiritual Man can judg and di(- 
cern the carnal Man, but the carnal Man wants a faculty to judg 
of the ſpiritual Man, As a Man that carriesa dark Lanthorn, can 
{ee another by its light, but the other cannot diſcern him. ' Such 
is the difference betwixt perſons whoſe Hearts Chriſt hath, or 
hath not opened. | | 

Modum infti- 2» Chriſt opening the Underſtanding, implies the inſufficiency 

tuionis pro- Of all external Means, "how excellent fo ever they are in them- 

piericz dupli- ſelves, to operate-ſavingly upon Men, till Chriſt by his Power 
cem ſtatat-, gpen the Soul,” and fo makes them effeual. What excellent 
m5 ome; Preachers were 1/aiah and feremiah to the Jews? the former ſpake 
aram- *priore Of Chriſt more likean Evangeliſt of the New, than a Prophet of 
docendi modo the Old Teſtament; the latter was a molt convictive and pa- 

& mentes ho- therical Preacher : yet the one complains, 1/a. 5 3.1. #ho hath be- 

m_ "+ —_ Heved onr Report ? and to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed ? the 0- 

Preo inens Erlaments the ſuccefsleſinels of his Miniſtry, fer. 6.28. The Zel- 

illuſtrari, & lows ave barnt, the Lead is conſumed of the Fire, the Founder melteth in 

corda iptorum gain, Under the New Teſtament what People ever enjoyed 
ad fidci obet'= ſych choice helps and means, as thoſe thar lived underthe Mini- - 
ene pote. try of Chriſt andthe Apoſtles? yet how many remained ſtill in 

Fore nontrum Darkneſs ? Afar, 11. 27. We have piped to you, but Je have not danced ; 

effeFum abſq; we have monrued unto you, but ye have not lamented, Neither the dew 

prioris ſabli- }jphrfal Airs of Mercy, nor the doletul Dirties of Judgment could 
on _ ;; ect or move their Hearts. | 

Fur. Theol, dif. And indeed if you fearch into the reaſon of it, you will be ſa- 

XX\1.p. 318. tisfled, that the choiceſt Means can do nothing upon the Heart, 

til} Chriſt by his Spirit open it, becanſe Ordinances work not a? 
natural Cauſes do: for then theeffe&t would always follow, un- 
Iefs miraculoully hindred; and it would be equally wonderful cthac 
all that hear thould not be converted, as that: the three Children. 
thould be in the fiery Furnace fo long, and yer not be burned: 
no, it works not as a natural, but as a moral Cauſe ; whoſe 
efticacy depends on the gracious and arbitrary concurrence of the 


Spirit... 
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Spirit, The wind bloweth where it lifteth, Joh, 3. 8. The Ordinan- 
ces are like the Pool of Betheſda, fohn 5, 4, Ar a certain time an 
Angel came cown and troubled the Waters, and then they had a 
healing virtue in chem. $o the Spirit comes down at certain ' 
times, in the Word z and opens the Heart: and then it becomes 
the power of God to Salvation. - So that when you ſee Souls dai- 
ly fitting under excellent and choice means, and remain dead itil}, 

ou may (ay as Martha did to Chriſt of her Brother Lazarss, 

ord, if thou hadſt been here, they had not remained dead. If 
apa hadſt beea in this Sermon, it had not been1ſo ineffectual to 
them. | 

3. It implies the utter Impotency of Man to open his own Heart, Facendum ct; 

and thereby make the Word effectual to his own Converfion and izirur, nos ms- 
Salvation. Hethat at firſt ſaid, Let there be Light, and it was ſo, #5 omnibus 
muſt ſhine into our Hearts, or they will never be favingly enlight- —_— Fug 
ned, 2 Cor. 4. 6. A double Miſery lies upon a great part of Man- 5; nom ate 
kind, vis. Impotency and Pride, They have not only loſt the true rer utilis fir 
liberty and freedom of their Wills, but with it have. fo far loſt nobis ve! ef7- 
their Underſtanding and Humility, as not ro own it. Burt alas | => fi que 
Manis become a moſt impotent Creature by the Fall, ſo farfrom me Ps. 
bang able to open his own Heart, that he cannot know-the things cras ad eam in- 
of the Spirit, » Cor. 2. 14. cannot believe, oh. 6.44. cannot relligendam, & 
obey, Rom. 8, 7. cannot ſpeak one good Word, Aar. 12. 34, <2rda noitra 
cannot think one good Thought, = Cor. 3. 5. cannot do one good _— IN 
A, 7ohn 15.5. O what a helpleſs ſhiftle(s ching is a poor Sin- a Bay” 
ner ! Sutably to this ſtate of Impotence, Converiton is in Scrip- in /oc. 
- turecall'd Regeneration, Joh» 3.3: a Reſurrection from the Dead, 
Eph.2.5. a Creation, Eph. 2.19. a Victory, :2 Cor. 10.5, Which 
doth not only imply Man to be purely paſſhve.in his Converſion 
to God, bur a renitency, and oppoſition made to that Power 
which: goes forth: from God to recover him. IX, 

Laſtly, Chriſt's opening the Underſtanding imports his Di- Ccarhedram in 
vine power, . whereby he .is-able to ſubdue all chings to himſelf, c!is haber, 
Who but God knows the Heart? who but a God can-unlock and 9%! <vr6a do- 
open it at pleaſure? no meer Creature, no not the Angels them- ©" 
ſelves, who for their large Unde:(tandings are Intelligencies, can 
command or open the Heart. We may ſtand and knock art mens 
Hearts, til] our ownake ; but no opening till Chriſt coſe, He 
can fit a Key to all-the croſs- wards of the , Will, and with ſweet 
efficacy apen it, and that without any gorce or violence to ir. 

_ Theſe things are carried'in this part of: his Office, conlifting in 
P 2 OPENINg 
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opening the Heart':. Which was the firſt thing propounded for 


Explication- 


Secondly, In the next pres let us- ſee by what Adts Jeſus 
-of his, and what way and method he 
rakes to open the Heart ot Sinners. . : 

And there are two principal ways by which Chriſt opens the 
Underſtagdings and Hearts of Men, viz: By his Word, and 
Spirit. 

By his Word; to this end was Pax! commifhonated and ſent 
to preach the Goſpel, A#s 26.18. To open their Eyes, and turn 


them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan to God. 


The Lord can, if he pleaſes, accompliſh this immediately ; but 
tlio he can do it, he will not do it ordinarily without Means, be- 
cauſe he will honour his own Inſticutions. Therefore you ſhall 
obſerve, that when Zz4ia's Heart was to be: opened, there- ap- 
peared-unto Paul 4 an of Macedonia, who prayed him, ſaying, Come 
over- into Macedonia, and help us, AQS 19. 9. God will keep u 
the Reputation of his Ordinances among Men : and tho he har 
not tied himſelf, yet he hath tied us to them. Cormelins muſt 
ſend for L ch God can make the Earth produce Corn, as it did 
at firſt, wit 
expedt itin the negle& of Means, may periſh-for want of Bread. 
z- But'the Ordinances in themſelves cannot do ir, as I noted 
before 3-and therefore Jeſus *Chriſt hath- ent forth the. Spirit, 
who is his Prerex, his Vicegerent to- carry on this Work up- 
on the Hearts of his Ele&. And when the Spirit-comes down 


out Cultivation and Labour'; but he that ſhall now. 


upon Souls, inthe adminiſtration of the Ordinances, he effecy-- 
ally opens the Heart to receive the Lord Jeſus, by the hearing of - 


Faith. He breaks in upon the Underſtanding and Conſcience b 


h. 16. 8. imports, He ſBall convince- the World of Sin; Convince 
y clear Demonſtration, ſuch as inforces Aſſent, ſo that the Soul 
cannotbut yield it to be ſo: Andyet the Door -of the Heare is 


Tz us 4re]oy NOT opened, till-he has alſo put forch- his Power upon the Will 
wands, Lees and by a ſiveet and ſecret Efficacy overcome all its Reluctations, 


2nd the Soul be made willing in the day of his Power. When 
this is done, the Heart is opened. Saving Light now ſhines in 
it; and this Light (er up by the Spirit in the Soul is, 

1. A*new Light; in which all-things appear: far otherwiſe than 
they di&betore-. Thenamesof- Chriftand Sin, the words Heave 


agd. Hel have another. ſound in. that Man's Ears, than formerly | 
, they-. 


fa. 6.8 ConviQtions and-Compunctions : ſo much that word, - 
0 


* 
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they had. When he comes to read the ſame Scriptures, which 
poſſibly he had read a hundred times before, he wonders he 
thould be ſo blind as he was, to overlook ſuch great, weighty and 
concerning things as he now beholds in them 5 -and faith, Where 
were mine Eyes, that 1 could never ſee thele things before>- - + 

2. It is a very affetting Light; a Light that. hath Heat and 
powerful Influences in it, which makes deep Impreſſions on the 
Heart. Hence they whoſe Eyes the great Prophet opens, are 
faid to be bronght"ont of Darkneſs into his marvellows Light, 1 Pet: 
2:9. The Soul 1s greatly affefted with what ic ſees. The Beams 
of Light are contracted and twiſted together in the Mind ; and 
being reflected on the Heart and Aﬀections, ſoon cauſe them to 
ſmoak and burn. Did not owr Hearts barn within 1, whilſt he talked 
with 1, and opened to us the Scriptures ? - 


3. And it is a growing Light; like the Light of the Morning, 


which /oines more and more unto 4 perfett Day, Prov. 4.18. When - 
the Spirit firſt opens the img 7 he doth not give it ac 
once a full ſight of all Truths, or a full ſenſe of the power, (weet- 
nels and goodneſs of any Truth 5 but: the Soul in. the uſe of 
Means grows up to a greater Clearnels day by day. Its Knowledge 
grows extenſively in meaſure, and inter/rvely in Power and Efficacy. 
And thus the Lord Jeſus by his Spirit opens the Undefſtanding. - 
Now the uſe of this _— _ five practical Deductions. 
AJEYeMce I... 


If this be the Work and Office of Jeſus: Chriſt to-open the 


Underſtandings of- Men ;- hence we infer the Miſery that lies wpon 


thoſe Men, whoſe Under ſtandings to this day Feſus Chriſt hath nat opened 3 


of whom we may ſay, as it is Dext. 29. 4. To this day Chriſt bath - 


ot given them Eyes to ſee, Natusal Blindnels, whereby we are de- 
prived of the Light of this World, is fad ; bur ſpiritual Blindneſs 
15 much more ſad. See how dolefully their caſe is repreſented, 
2. Cor: 4. 34+ But if our Goſpel.be hid, it 2s hid to them that are lofty 
whofe Eyes the God of- this World hath blinded, leſ# the Light of the 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto. - 
them: He means a total and final Concealment of the ſavin 
power of the Word from them. Why, what if Jeſus Chriſt 
withhold itz and will nat be a Prophet to them, what is their - 
Condicion-? truly no better than oſt Men: It is hid Tos &mMu-- 
M915, to then that are to periſh, or be deſtroyed. This Blind-- 
nefs; like the covering of the: Face, or tying the Handkerchief 
aver the Eyes, is. in order to their turning off into Hell. More - 


Partt- -- 
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particularly, becauſe the Point is of deep concernment, let us 
conſider, | : 

1, The 7«dement inflited, and that's ſpiritual Blindneſs. A 
fore Miſery indeed! Not an univerſal ignorance _of all Truths, 
O no; in natural and moral Truths they are oftentimes acute, 
and ſharp-ſighted Men ; but in that part of Knowledg which 
wraps up eternal Life, John 17,2. there they are utterly blinded ; 
As it's ſaid of the fews upon whom this Miſery lies, that 3/ind- 
neſs in part is happened to Iſtael. They are learned and knowing 
Perſons in other matters, but they knovw not Jeſus Chriſt, there 
is the grand and ſad defect. 

2. The S#bje& of this. Judgment, the Mind, which is the Eye 
of the Soul. If it were-but upon the Body, it would not be fo 
conſiderable; this falls immediately upon the Soul, the nobleſt 
part of Man, and upon the Mind, the higheſt and nobleſt Faculty 
of the Soul, whereby we underſtand, think, and reaſon. This in 
Scripture is called v0, the Spirit, the intellectual rational 
Faculty, which Philoſophers call 70 1jw<pulrizeer, the leading, di- 
reive Faculty z which is to the Soul what the natural Eye is to 
_ the Body. Now the Soul being the moſt active and reſtleſs 
ching in the World, always working, -and its leading directive 
Power blind, judg whar a ſad and dangerous ſtate ſuch a Soul is 
in; juſt.like a fiery high-mettled Horſe, whoſe Eyes are out, 
furiouſly carrying his Rider among Rocks, Pits, and dangerous 
Precipices. Iremember Chry/o/tom, ſpeaking of the loſs of a Soul, 
faith, that the loſs of a Member of the Body is nothing to it ; for, 
faich he, if a Man loſe an Eye, Ear, Hand, or Foot, there is a- 
nother to os ply its want; Omnia Dems dedit duplicia, God hath 
given us thoſe Members double ;,aziman vero unam, but he hath 
not given us two Souls, that if one be loſt, yer the other may 
be ſaved. Surely it were better for thee, Reader, to have ever 
Member of thy Body made the Seat and Subje&t of the mo 
exquilite racking Tormeants, than for ſpiritual Blindneſs to befal 
thy Soul. Moreover, - ? 

.3. Conſider the indiſcernableneſs of this 7udgment to the Soul on 
whom it lies : They know it not, no more than a Man knows 
that he is aſleep. Indeed it's the Spirit of a deep fleep poured ont 
2pon them from the Lord, Ia. 29. 10. like that which befel Adam 
when God opened his Side, and took out a Rib. This renders 
their Miſery the more remedileſs: Becauſe ye ſay you ſee, therefore 
your Sin remaineth, Joh 9.41, Once more; 

4. Con- 
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4. Conſider the Tendency and Effets of it. What doth this 
tend to but eternal Rain ? For hereby we are cut off from the 
only Remedy. The Son! thar's fo blinded, can neither fee Sin, nor 
2 Saviour; but, like tie Egyprians during the palpable Darkneſs, 
fits ſtill, and roves not after its own recovery. And as Ruin is 
that to which it rends, ſo in order thereto, it renders all the Or- 
dinances and Duties under which that Sou] comes, altogether uſe- 
leſs and ineff-&ual to its Salvation. He comes to the Word, 


and ſees others melced by it, but to him it ſignifies nothing. O- 


what a heavy ſtroke of God is this ! moſt wretched is their caſe, 
to whom Jeſus Chriſt will not apply this Eye-ſalve, that they 
may fee. Did you but underſtand the Miſery of ſuch a State, if 
Chriſt ſhould ſay to you, as he did to the blind Man, 422r. 20. 33. 
hat wilt thou that 1 ſhall do for thee ? you would return as he did, 
Lord, that my Eyes may be opened, | 

Inference 2, 


If Jeſus Chriſt be the great Prophet of the Church, then ſurety 


he will take ſpecial care both of the Church, and the under- Shepherd; 
apprinted by him to feed them : Elſe both the Objef#s and Inſtruments 
upon, and by which he executes his Office, muſt fail, and con- 
ſequently this glorious Office be in vain. Hence lie is ſaid ro walk 
among the Golden Candleſticks, Rev. I.13. and Rev. 2, 1, to hold the 
Stars in bis Right hand, Jeſus Chriſt inſtramencally opens the 
Underſtandings of Men by the preaching of the Goſpel; and 
whilſt there is an ele& Soul to be converted, or a Convert to be 
farther illuminated, Means ſhall not fail to accompliſh it by. 
Inference 3. 

Hence you that are yet in Darkneſs, may be airefted to whom to apply 

our ſelves for ſaving Knowleds, It's Chriſt that hath the ſoveraign 


-. 


Eye-falve, that can cure your Blindneſs: He only: hath the Key © tick is that 
of the Houſe of Pavia; he opens, and no Man ſhutteth. O char #745 which 


# grown over 


I might perſwade you to ſet your ſelves in his way, under the zhe zye of our 
Ordinances, and cry to him, Lord, that my Eyes may be opened, Underſtanding, 
Three things are maryelloufly incouraging to you fo to do, than none but: 


God can conch 


it, Chritt was ſent to be 2 Light to the Gentiles, ſo he enlightens the Meſium-+, and to open the Eyes. 
of the blind, jo he heals the Organ: Hz is the only Oculift, . Firmin's Real Chriſtian, p. 30. 


I. God the Father hath put him into this Office, for the cure of ſuch 
as you be. Ia. 49. 6. I will give thee for a Light to the Gemiles, that 
thou mayſt be my Salvation tn the ends of the Earth. This may fur- 
aſh you with an Argument to plead for a Cute. . Why do you 


NOT. 
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not go: to God, and ſay, Lord, digſt thou, give, Jeſus Chriſt 2 
Commiſſion to open the blind Eyes? Behold me, Lord, ſuch a 
one am I, a poor, dark, ignorant Soul. Didit chou give him to 
be thy Salvation to, the ends of the Earth > No Place, nor Peo- 
ple excluded from the benefit of this Light ; and ſhall I Gill re- 
main in the ſhadow of Death? O that unto me he mighe be 
2 faving Light alſo. The beſt and moſt excellent Work chat 
ever thou wroughteſt, brings thee no Glory till it come into the 
Light; O let me ſee and admireir. 

2. It's incouraging to think, that 7eſ# Chriſt hath atnally opened 
the Eyes of them that were as dark, and ignorant as you now are, He 
hath revealed choſe things to Babes, that have been hid from the 
wiſe and prudent, Marth. I1.25. - The Law of the Lord is perfett, 


making wiſe the ſimple, Pal. 1 9.7. Andif you look among thoſe 


whom Chriſt hath enlightned, you will not find many wiſe after 
the Fleſh, many mighty , or noble; but the fooliſh, weak, baſe, and de- 
me Theſe are they on whom he hath glorified the Riches of h#s Grace : 
I . I. 26, 27. 

3. Andis it not yet further incouraging to you, that. hitherto 
he hath mercifally continued -you under the Means of Light ? Why is 
not the Light of the Goſpel pat out> Why are times and Gealvns 
of Grace continued to you, if God have no further defign of 

ood to your Souls ? Be not therefore diſcouraged, but wait on 
the Lord in the uſe of Means, that you may yet be healed. 

.Queft. If you ask, what can we do to put our ſelves into the 
way of the Spirit, in order to ſuch a Cure? 

Sol. I fay, tho you cannot do any thing that can make the 
Goſpel effeual, yet the Spirit of God can make thoſe Means 
you are capable of pſing effectual, if he pleaſe to concur with 
them. And it is a certain Truth, that your Inability to do what 


5 above your power, doth no ways excuſe you from doing-what 


is within the compaſs of your power to do. I know no At 
that is ſaving can be done without the concurrence of ſpecial 
Gracez yea, and no Act that hath a remote order and tendency 
thereto, without a more general concourſe of God's Affiſtancez 


bur herein he 1s not behind-hand with you. Let me therefore 
adviſe, | 


1. That you diligently attend upon an able, faithful, and ſearching 
"Miniftry, Negle&t no Opportunity God affords you ; for how 
know you but that may be the rime of Mercy to your Souls? If 
he chat lay ſo many Years at the Pool of Betheſda, had been 

| wanting 
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wanting but that hour when the Angel came down and troubled 
the Waters, he had not been healed. 

2. Satisfy not your ſelves with hearing, but conſider what you 
hear. Allow time to reflect upon what God hath ſpoken to you. 
What Power is there in Man more excellent, or more appropriate 
to the reaſonable Nature, than its reflexive and (elf-conſidering 
Power? There is little hope ot any good to be done upon your 
Souls, till you begin to go alone, and become thinking Mea and 
Women. Here all Conver(1on begins. I know a ſeverer Task 
can hardly be m—_— upon a carnal Heart. I's a hard thing to 
bring a Man and himſelf together upon this account: Bur this 
muſt be if ever the Lord do your Souls good. Pal. 4. 4. Com- 
' mune with your own Hearts, 

3. Labogay to ſee, and ingenuouſly confeſs the inſufficiency of all your 
other Knowledg to do you good, W hat if you had never ſo much skill 
and knowledg in other Myſteries? What it you be never ſo well 
acquainted with the Letter of the Scripture » What if you had 
Angelical Illumination? this can never fave thy Soul. No, all 
thy Knowledg ſignifies nothing, till the Lord ſhew thee by ſpe- 
cial Light, - the deplored ſtate of thy own Heatt, and a ſaving 
fight of Jeſus Chriſt, thy only Remedy. 

Inference 4. 

Since then there is a common Light, and ſpecial ſaving Light, 
which none but Chriſt can give, it's therefore the Concernment of 
every one of you to try what your Lightis, We know (faith the Apoſtle) 
1 Cor. 8. 1. that we all have Knowledg, O but what, and whence 
is it? [s it the Light of Life ſpringing from Jeſus Chriſt, thac 
bright and Morning-ſtar, or only ſuch as the Devils and Damned 
have? Theſe Lights differ, 

1, In their very kinds and natures, The one is heavenly, ſu- 
pernacural, and ſpiritual ; the other earthly, and natural, the 
effec of a better Conſtitution or Education, 7ames 3. 15, 17. 

2. They differ moſt apparently in their Efe&#s and Operations. 
- The Light that comes in a ſpecial way from Chriſt, is humbling, 

abaſing, and Soul-emptying Light: By it a Man ſees rhe Vilenels 
of his own Nature and Practice, which begers ſelt-loathing in 
him 3 but natural Light on the contrary, puffs up, and exalts, 
makes the Heart ſwell with 4 aug 1 I Cor. 8, 1. 

The Light of Chriſt is praftica! and operative, ſtill urging the 
Soul, yea, lovingly conſtraining it to Obedience. No ſooner did 


ic thine inco Pan's Heart, but preſeatly he asks, Lora, what wit 
f Q thu 
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thou have me to do? Ads 9.6. It brought forth fruit in the Coloſſians, 
from the firſt day it came to them, Col, 1.6. but the other ſpends tt 
ſeif in impractical Notions, and is detained in Unrighteouſneſs, 
Rom. 1. 18. The Light of Chriſt is powerfully :ransformative of 
irs Subjects, charging tne Man in whom it is into the ſame Image, 
from Glory to Glory, 2 Cer, 3. «/t. But common Light leaves the 
Heart as dead, carnal and ſenſual, as it no Light at all were in it: 
' In a word, All ſaving Light exacars  Jefus Chriſt to the Soul ; 
and as it could not value him before it faw him, ſo when once he 
appears to the Soul in his own Light, he is appreciated and en- 
deared unſpeakably : then none bur Chriſt; all is but Dung that 
he may win Chriſt : None in Heaven bur him, nor in Ezrch de- 
firable in compariſon of him. But no ſuch Effect flows from 
natural common Knowledg. _ | 

- 3+ They differ in their 1ſzes, Natura! common Knowledg 
vamiſheth, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, I Cor. 13.8. It's but a A4ay- 
flower, and dies in its Month. Doth mot their Excellency that is in 
them go away ?. Job 4.21, Bur this that ſprings from Chriſt is 
perfected, not deſtroyed by Death: Ir ſprings up into'everlaſting 
Life.. The Soul in which it 1s ſubjected, .carries it away with it 
into Glory. 70k. 17. 2. this Light is Life eternal, Now turn 
in, and compare your ſelves with theſe Rules. Let not falſe 
Light deceive you. 

Inference 5. 

Laſtly, How are they obliged to love, ſerve and honour Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom he bath enlightned with the ſaving knowleag of himſelf ? O that 
with Hands and Hearts lifted up to Heaven, ye. would adore 
the free Grace of Jeſus Chriſt ro your Souls! How many round 
about you have their Eyes cloſed, and their Hearts ſhut up ! 
How many are in Darkneſs, and there are like to remain, till 
they..come:to the blacknel(s of Darknef(s, which 1s reſerved for 
them?. O what pleaſant thing is it for your Eyes to ſee the Light 
of this World! But what is it for the Eye of your Mind to-ſee 
God in Chtift? ro fee {uch raviſhing fights as the Objects of 
Faith are?.and to have {ſuch a Pledg as this given you. of the 
blefled Viſions of Glory ? for in this. Light yo ſhall ſee Light. 
Blets God, . and boaſt not. Rejoice in your Light, but: be nor 
proud of it. And beware ye {1n:not againſt the beſt and higheſt 
Light in this World. If God were fo incenſed againſt the Hea- 
thens for diſobeying the Light of Nature, what is 1t-in you to fin 
with Eyes clearly illuminated with the pureſt Light that ſhinss in 
this 
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this World? You know God charges it upon So/omon, 1 King. It. 
9g. that he turned from the way of Obedience, after the Lord had 
appeared to him twice, Jeſns Chriſt intended when he opened your 
eyes, that your eyes ſhould dire your feer. Light is a ſpecial 


help ro Obedience, and Obedience a fingular help to increaſe 


your light. 


um_a__—— 


The Eleventh'S ERMO S : 


Hes, IX. 23. 


It was therefore neceſſary that the Patterns of things in 
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Diſcovers 
the Nature 
and Neceſſi- 


ty of the 


Pricftiood of 


Chriſt, 


* the Heavens ſhould be purified with theſe, but the 


heavenly thmgs themſelves with better Sacrifices than 


_ theſe. 
& Clirift as a Prophet, procured by him as a Prieſt, applied by him 
as 4 King : In vain is it revealed, if not purchaled ; in vain 
revealed and purchaſed, if not applied. How it is revealed, both 


Alvation (as to the aual diſpenſation of ic) is revealed by 


ro us and.in us, by our great Prophet, hath-beef declared. 'And. 
now from the Propherical Othce, we pals on to the Prieſtly Of- 


fice of Jeſus Chriſt, who as our Prieſt purchaſed our Salvation. 
In this Office is. contained the grand relief for a Soul diſtreſſed by 
the guile of Sin. When all other Reliefs have been eflayed, 'ris 
the Blood of this great Sactifice, ſprinkled by Faith upon the 
trembling Conſcience, that muſt cool, retreſh; and {weerly com- 
poſe andſettle it. Now ſeeing (o great a weight hangs upon this 
Office, the Apoſtle induſtrioufly confirms, and .commends it in 
this Epiſtle, and more eſpecially in this 9th Chapter z ſhewing 
how it was figured to the World by the typical Blood of the Sa- 
crifices, but infinitely excels them all: And as in many other moſt 
weighty reſpects, : ſo.prmcipally in this, - that the Blood of theſe 
Sacrifices did but purify the Types or Patterns of the heaventy 

T Q 2 things; 
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b . "C4. d 
ings: he Blood of this Sacrifice purified'or conſecrate 
g—_— themſelves ſignified by thoſe Types. . 
Concludit ar- The words read, con an _— to =. = 00mg 
fu- iſt the great Sacrifice, dr 
periora de ne = conn Be hy CBS be things typified. If the SanQuary, 
ceſſirare re- Port ſeat, and all chings pertaining to the Service of the Taber- 
Iyporum, & Type. by the Blood of Bulls and _— om —— - patghang 
rerum cell” p62venly things ſhadowed by them, ought to be puri _ 
tum. S1 ty- n the Blood of Beaſts. The Bloo 
pi lc ne _ ya - theſe Md a much excel the Blood that conſe- 
an Fe —_ as the heavenly things —_— hu ny _ on 
ico | thly ſhadows of them. ok wha 
ſine praſtan- = one menbey wm. che Type and Anti-type, the like pro- 
boey var 75s alſo is betwixt the Blood that confecrates = ; __ 
nn > af rt _ with common, heavenly things with the moſt exce 
— - | "pc WA ings to be eſpecially obſerved here : 
ſ: wo things to be eſpecially obſerve 
CO dy eo go roo it had the 
riors exem- NI Ute, and End of a Sacrifice; and of- all Sacrifices the 
TT rates: Secondly, Th contiey of bs efeing wo © 
ſt [ayerra, _ —_— coreſonnd with all the Types and Prefigurati- 
elt apert2, yas neceliar . A (ſ the 
;2 qual : but eſpecially it was neceſſary for 
hp Typos& —_—_ ww ee ES of a juſtly incenſed God, and 
—_ r"Y : he mores, Ju a way for reconciled ones to come to God in. The 
rerem conſe Point I ſhall give you from it is, | 
crationes de- 


bet effe pro- Dot. Th at the Sacrifice of Chriſt our high Prieſt, is moſt excellent 


7 8 contend in it ſelf, and moſt neceſſary for us. * 
mm 4» 


: tical, of Thank-offerings 
ſuits ate Sacoiices are of evo —_— ——_ ; and in token of 
ſanc Typica,a- in teſtification of Homage, Duty A emery 
lia gnificata | gratitude for _— freely _ . _ _—_ - + wan 

17 ag ; q ; 
Peng, feu = un 00 ages kind was the Sacrifice offered by Jeſus 
propiciria; viſt for us: To this Office he was called by God, Hb. 5. 5. 
a eget h bangeable Oath of God, P/al. 
> bp yuemhrs nya — qualified by his Incarnation, Heb.5. 
jones. L was 

Trelat p.78. py yn 1b Ends of it he has fully anſwered, Heb.g.11,12. | 
: My preſent Delign is from this Scripture, | to open the _ 

Nature and abſolute Neceflity of the Prieſthood of Chriſt 3 = 
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| Ing what his Prieſthood impiies in it, and how all this was indiſ- 
pealivly neceſſary in order to our recovery from the deplorable 
ſtate of Sin and Miſery. 
Firſt then, we will con(ider what it ſuppoſes and impligsz and 
then, wherein ir conliſts. And there are fix things which it either 


preſuppoſeth, or neceſlarily includerh iu it. 
1. At firſt fight, i: ſuppoſes Man's Revolt and Fall from God ; and 77 Nature of 
a dreadful breach made thereby betwixt God and him, elſe no Cari ik vom 
need of, an atoning Sacrifice. If one died for all, then were all dead, oats 
2 Cor.5.14. dead in Law, under ſentence todie, and that eternally. 
In all che Sacrifices from Adam to Chriſt, this was ſtill preached 
to the World; that there was a fearful breach betwixt God and 
Man ; and that even fo Juſtice required our Blood ſhould be ſhed. 
And the Fire flaming on the Altar, which wholly burnt up the 
Sacrifice, was a lively Emblem of thar fiery Indignation, thac 
ſhould devour the Adverſaries. But aboveall, when Chriſt that 
true and great Sacrifice was offered up to God, then was the fair- 
eſt Glaſs that ever was in the World ſer before us, to ſee our Sin 
and Miſery by the Fall in. - 
2, His Prieſthood ſuppoſes the unalterable Purpoſe of God to take veu- — may 
geazce for Sin; He will not let itpaſs. I will not decermine what" #5 bow 
God could do in this Caſe by his abſolute Power ; bur I think it p1ia1y handled 
is generally yielded, that by his ordinate Power he could do no 6 Dr. Twiſle, 
leſs than puniſh it in the perſon of the Sianer, or of his Surety. Vindic.grariz, 
Thoſe that contend for ſuch a Forgiveneſs, as is an Ac of Cha- "—" gr 
rity, like that whereby private perſons forgive one another, mult cjone patam 
at once ſuppoſe God to part with his Right, cedendo de jure ſwo, fieri poreſt 0- 
and alſo render the Satisfation of Chriſt altogether uſeleſs as to dium adver- 
the procurement of Forgiveneſs; yea, rather an obſtacle, than a ny peccatum 
means to it. Surely the Nature and Truth of God oblige him to ,1n ons 3 
puniſh Sin. He # of purer eyes than to lock upon Iniquity, Hab. 1. 13» commerics in- 
And beſide, the Word is gone out of his Mouth, that the Sinner flidtione. Brad. 
ſhall die. de Fuſtific. 
3. The Prieſthood of Chrift preſuppoſeth the utter impotency of Man Ph. 
to appeaſe God, and recover his Favonr by any thing he could do or ſuffer, . 
Surely God would not come down to aſſume a Body to die, and 
be offered up for us, if at any cheaper rate ic could have been ac- 
compliſhed : There was no other way to recover Man, and fa- 
tisfy God. Thoſe that deny the Satisfaion of Chriſt, and talk 
of his dying to confirm the Truth, and give us an Example ,of 
- Mecknels, Patience, and Self-denial, affirming theſe to be n 
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things; but the Blood of this Sacrifice purified or conſecrated 
the heavenly things themſelves ſignified by thoſe Types. 
oncludir ar- The words read, contain an Argument to prove the neceſſity of 
gumenra - te offering up of Chriſt the great Sacrifice, drawn from the pro- 
periora 0 ne- portion betwixt the Types, and things typified. If the SanRuary, 
mn or" Fg Mercy-ſear, and all things pertaining to the Service of the Taber- 
demprionis, a IVIETCY-IECAl, 4.4 Hen” hs oe facred 
Cs rn biond of Met meTrkn we Eh ned 
Typorum, & » by the Blood of Dy | . Mmu« 
rerum oo is - Hon ſhadowed by them, ought to be purified or con- 
vicalacka ne- ICCIAte by berter Blood than the —_ _ _ 
ceſſe fuir pur- conſecrating theſe, ſhould as much excel che Blood that conſe 
gari ſanguine crated thoſe, as the heavenly things themſelves do in their own 
> Lon pb. Frm nature _ _ — - _ Rn = = 
- = 1 e15 between | - - 
= os; on alÞ is berwixt the Blood that coſecrates them 3 earthly 
Portuit el +- _ with common, heavenly things with the moſt excellent 
$£L.vIG) | 
quanto _ n So then, there are two things to be eſpecially obſerved here : 
ſunt przſtan- 1: t, The Nature of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings, it had the 
"Iaribus rer- Nature, Uſe, and End of a Sacrifice; and of- all Sacrifices the 
renis : ratio moſt excellent. Secondly, The neceſſity of his offering up : it 
eſt apert2> yas neceſſary to correſpond with all the Types and Prefigurati- 
quia qualis ns of it under the Law z but eſpecially it was neceſſary for the 


—_ — expiating of Sin, the propitiating of a juſtly incenſed God, and 
Typorum & the opening a way for reconciled ones to come to God in» The 
rerum conſe- Pojnr I ſhall give you from it is, 

crationes de- 


ber effe pro- Do. That the Sacrifice of C brift our high Prieſt, i moſt excellent 


portio. Fares 


in L. Tr it ſelf, and moſt neceſſary for 4. * 


acrifcia alia Sacrifices are of two ſorts, Exchariſtical, or Thank-offerings, 
6 huge in teſtification of Homage, Duty and Service ; and in token of 
lia fignificata : prarirude for Mercies freely received : And Uaftical, or EXPIAtory, 
& utraque vel fr arisfaction to Jaſtice, and thereby the atoning and reconct- 
ne; Ti ling of God. Of this laſt kind was the Sacrifice offered by Jeſus 
EL10eiors Chriſt for us: To this Office he was called by God, Heb. 5. 5: 
s afet x25 : 
ſeu gratiarum ]n jt he was confirmed by the unchangeable Oath of God, Pſat. 
attiones. «cf 110... for it he was (ingularly qualified by his Incarnation, Heb.5. 
Irelcate P:75+ 6,7. and all the Ends of it he has fully anſwered, Heb.g.11,12. 
My preſent Deſign is from this Scripture, ' to open the general 
Nature andabſolate Neceflity of the Prieſthood of Chriſt  ſhew- 


mg 


Serm. 11; Chriſs Prieſtho2d opened, 117 


| ing what his Prieſthood implies in it, and how all this was indiſ- 
penfibly neceſſary in order to our recovery from the deplorable 
ſtate of Sin and Miſery. 
Firſt then, we will conſider what it ſuppoſes and impligs; and 
then, wherein it conliſts. And there are ſx things which it either 
preſuppoſeth, or neceſſarily includerh iu it. 
1. At firſt fight, ir ſuppoſes Ian's Revolt and Fall from God; and 77 Nature of 
2 dreadful breach made thereby betwixt God and him, elſe no ond hd Te 
need of an atoning Sacrifice. If one died for all, then were all dead, NT 
2 Cor.5.14. dead in Law, under ſentence todie, and that eternally. 
In all che Sacrifices from Adam to Chriſt, this was ſtill preached 
to the World; that there was a fearful breach betwixt God ind 
Man ; and that even (o Juſtice required our Blood ſhould be ſhed. 
And the Fire flaming on the Altar, which wholly burnt up the 
Sacrifice, was a lively Emblem of that fiery Indignation, that 
ſhould devour the Adverſaries. But above Fil when Chriſt that 
true and great Sacrifice was offered up to God, then was the fair- 
eſt Glaſs that ever was in the World ſer before us, to ſee our Sin 
and Miſery by the Fall in. . 
2. His Prieſthood ſuppoſes the unalterable Purpoſe of God to take ven- not may may 
geance for Sin, He will not let it paſs. I will not determine what" _ 
God could do in this Caſe by his abſolute Power 3 buc I think it p1iary handled 
is generally yielded, chat by his ordinate Power he could do no # Dr. Twiſle, 
leſs than puniſh it in the perſon of the Sinner, or of his Surety. VYindic.grariz, 
Thoſe that contend for ſuch a Forgiveneſs, as is an AR of Cha- __ = j 
rity, like that whereby private perſons forgive one another, muſt .jone warn 
at Once ſuppoſe God to part with his Right, cedendo de gare ſao, fieri poreſt 0- 
and alſo render the Satisfation of Chriſt altogether uſeleſs as to dium adver- 
the procurement of Forgivenels ; yea, rather an obſtacle, than a £5 peccarum 
means to it. Surely the Nature and Truth of God oblige him to 110 one 3 
punith Sin. He # of purer eyes than to lock upon Iniquity, Hab. 1. 13» commerics in- 
And beſide, the Word is gone out of his Mouth, that the Sinner fliftione. Bra. 
ſhall die. de Tuſtific. 
3- The Prieſthood of Chriſt preſuppoſeth the utter impotency of Man Þ* ow 
to appeaſe God, and recover his Favorr by any thing he could do or ſuffer, 
Surely God would not come down to aſſume a Body to die, and 
be offered up for us, it at any cheaper rate it could have been ac- 
compliſhed : There was no other way to recover Man, and fa- 
tisfy God. Thoſe that deny the Satisfaction of Chriſt, and talk 
of his dying to confirm the Truth, and give us an Example .of 


- Meeknels, Patience, and Self-denial, affirming theſe to be > 
| e 


The Nature and Neceſſity of 


ſole Ends of his Death, do not only therein root up the Founda- 
tion of their own Comfort, Peace and Pardon, but moſt boldly 
impeach and. tax the infinite Wiſdom. God could have done 
all this at a cheaper rate: The ſufferings of a meer Creature are 
able to attain theie Ends : The death of the Martyrs did it. But 
who by dying can. ſatisfy, and reconcile God 2 What Creature 
can bring him an adequate and proportionable value for Sin ? 
yea, for all the Sin that ever was or ſhall be tranſmitted to the 
Natures, or. committed by the Perſons of all God's Elect, from 
Adam to the laſt that ſhall be found alive at the Lord's comiag # 
Surely none but Chriſt can do this. : 

Hinc igitnr 4, Chriſt's Prieſthood implies. the neceſſity of his being God-man, Tt 
«1055 bang was neceſſary he ſhould be a Man in order to his Paſſion, Com- 
fic ur Chrif. Paſo, and derivation of his Righteouſneſs and Holinels ro Men, 
rus mediaror Had he nor been Man, he had had no Sacrifice to offer, no Soul 
effer & Deus or Body to ſuffer in. The Godhead i$.impatible, immortal, and 
& homo z nit 2bgye all thole ſufferings and miſeries Chritt felt for us. Beſides, 
enim hM0, js being Man, fills him with bowels of compaſſion, and render 
non finer 1- 7 ono : X Ng.” , 
doneum facri- ſenſe of our miferies: This makes him a merciful and faithful 
ficium ; & nil High-Prieſt, Heb. 4.15. and not only fits him ro pity, bur to 
Deus fuilſer, ſanity us alſo; for he that ſanfifieth, and they that are ſauttified, 
ro = are beth of one, Heb. 2.11,14,17. And as neceflary ir was our 
& ſa=cientis ligh-Prieſt ſhould be God, fince the value and efficacy of his 
virtutis. Ames Sacrifice teſulrs from thence. | ; 

Med. Ps 92. 5. The Priefthood of Chrift implies the extremity of his Sufferings, Tn 
44 1 Sactifices, you know, there was a deſtruction, a kind of annihila- 
tion of the Creature to the Glory of God. The ſhedding of the 
Creature's Blood, and burning its Fieth with Fire, -was bur an 
umbrage, or faint. refemblance of what Chrift endured when he 

made his Soul an Offering for Sine | 

6. Andlaſtly, I: implies the gracious Deſign of God to reconcile 1 
at a dear rate to himſelf, in that” he called and confirmed Chrift in his 
Prieſthoed 'y an Oath, and thereby laid out a Sacrifice of infinite value 
for the World, Sins for which no Sacrifice is allowed, are deſpe- 
race Sins; and the caſe of ſuch Sinners is helpleſs: Bur if God 
allow, yea and provide a Sacrifice himſelf, how plainly doth it 
{peak his intentions of Peace and Mercy ? Theſe things are ma- 
aifeltly preſuppoſed, or implied in Chrilt's Prieſthood. 

This Prieſthood of Chritft is. chat Furtion wher2i1 he comes 
before God in our Name and Place, to fulfil che Law, and offer 
up himſelf ro him a Sacrifice of Reconciliation for our Sins ;- and 
: by 
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by his Interceſſion to continue and apply the purchaſe of his.Blood Sacerdorium 
ro them for whom he ſhed it : All this is contained in that fa- SER _ 
mous Scripture, Heb.10.7.8,9,10,11,12,13,14 Or more briefly, c,m Dada 
the Prieſthood of Chrilt is that whereby he expiated the Sins of parer, ur le- 
Men, and obtained the Favour of God for them, Co!. 1. 20, 22, gem ab ipfo 
Rom.5.10, But becauſe I ſhall inſiſt more largely upon the ſeve- 2cccPram nof- 
ral Parts and Fruits of this Office, it ſhall here- ſuffice co ſpeak jury, h. 
thus much as to its general Naturez which was the firſt thing jipfgim viai- 


propoſed for explication. mam reconci- 
liationis pro 


noſtris peccatis ipſi offerat ; ſuaq; apud Deum interceſſione opem ipfins perennem, ac dona- 
tionem ipiritus ſan&i nobis impetrer, atg; eificaciter applices SymPp/rs puriors Theol, paz18. 


Secondly, The neceſſity of Chriſt's Prieſthood comes next to be 
opened : Touching which I aftirm, according to the Scriptures, it 
was neceſlary in order to our Salvation, that ſuch a Prieſt ſhould, 
by ſuch a Sacrifice, appear before God for us. 

The truth of this Aﬀ/ertion will be cleared by theſe two Prin- 
Ciples, which are evident in the Scripture, viz. That God ſtood 
upon full Satisfaction, and would not remit one Sin withour it : 
And that fallen Man is totally uncapable of tendring him- any 
ſuch Satisfaction ; therefore Chriſt, who only can, muſt do it, 
or we periſh. 

1. God ſtood npon full Satizfaftion, and would not remit one Sin 
without it, This will be cleared from the Nature of Sin , and from 
the Veracity, and Wiſdem of God, | 

(1.) From the Natare of $in, which deſerves that the Sinner 
ſhould ſuffer for ir. Penal Evil, in a courſe of Juſtice, follows 
moral Evil. Sir-and Sorrow ought to go-together 3 betwixt theſe 
IS 4 neceſſary connexion, Rom.6,23. The Wages of Sin 1 Death, 

(2.) The Yeracity of God requires it, The Word was gone out 
of his Mouth 3 Gen. 2. 17. 4# the day that thou eateft thereof, thou 
ſhalt ſurely die, From that time he was inſtantly and certainly 
obnoxious and liable to the death of Soul and Budy. The Law 
pronounces him curſed, that continues not in all things that are writ- 
ten therein to do them, Gal. 3. 9, Now tho Man's threatnings are 
often vain and inſignificant things, yet God's ſhall ſurely cake 
place : Not one tittle of the Law ſhall fail, till all be falſilled, Mar. 
5. 18, God will be true in his Threatnings, tho thouſands and 
millions periſh. 

(3.) The Wiſdom of God, by which he governs the rational >”; Reyno'ds 


World, admits not of a diſpenſation or relaxation of the Threat- ay —_—__ 


nings 


Cerio ac ſta- 
tun morieris. 
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nings- without ſatisfation: For as good no King, as no Laws 
for Government; as good no Law, as no Penalty z and as good 
no Penalty, as no Execution. To this purpoſe one well obſerves ; 
< Trs altogether undecent, eſpecially to the Wiſdom and Righte- 
« guſneſs of God, that that which *provoketh the execution, 
« (hould procure the abrogation of his Law ; that that ſhould 
« ſapplant and undermine the Law, for the alone preventing 
« whereof the Law was before eſtabliſhed. How could it be 
expected, that Men ſhould fear and tremble before God, when 
they ſhould find themſelves more ſcared than hurt by his threats 
againſt Sin? So then, God ſtood upon Satisfa&tion, and would 
admit no treaty of Peace on any other ground. 

Obje&. Let none here object, that Reconciliation upon this 0n- 
ly ſcore of Satisfaction, is derogatory to the Riches of Grace; or 
- -that weallow not God what we do Men, viz. to forgive an .In- 

jury freely, withour ſatisfaRion. | 

Sel. Free forgiveneſs to us, and full ſatisfaftion made to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt for us, are not «ov5&7z, things inconſiſtent with each 
other, as in its proper place ſhall be fully cleared.co you. And for 
denying that to God which we allow to Men; you muſt know, 
that Man and Man ſtands on even ground : Man is not capable of 
being wronged and injured by Man, as God is by Man; there is 
no compare between the-nature of the Offences. 

To conclude, Man only can freely forgive Man in a private ca- 
pacity, ſo far as the wrong concerns himſelf; but ought not to do 
1o in a publick capacity, as he is a Judg, and bound to execute 
Juſtice impartially. God is our Law-giver and Judg ; he will 
not diſpenſe with violations of the Law, but ſtrictly ſtands on 
complear fatisfation. | 

2. Man can tender to God no fatisfattion of his own for the 
wrong done by his Sin. He finds no way to compenſate and make 

God amends, either by doing, or by ſuffering his Will. 
' _ (1.) Not by doing: This way is ſhut up to all the World: 
None can fatisfy God, or reconcile himſelf to him this way ; for 
it's evident our beſt Works are fintul 3 Al ozr Righteouſneſs ts as fil- 
thy rags, Ia. 64. 6. And it's ſtrange any ſhould imagine, that one 
Sin ſhould make fatisfaRion for another. If it be ſaid, not whar 
is {inful in our Duties, but what is ſpiricual, pure and good, may 
ingratiate us with God: Ir is at hand to reply, that what is good 
in any of our Duties, is a Debt we owe to God yea, we owe 
him perſe& obedience z and it is not imaginable how we ſhould 


pay 
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pay one Debt by another ; quit a Farmer, by contracting a new 
Engagement : If we do any thinz that is good, we are beholden 
fo Grace for it, Joh. 15.5. 2 Cs. 3.5,. I Cor. 15.10. Ina word, 
thoſe that have had as much to piea4 on that (core as any now liv- 
ing, have quitted, and utterly given uy all hopes of appeaſing and 
ſatisfying the Juſtice of God that way. Ir's like holy Feb feared 
God, and eſchued Evil as much as any of you ; yet he faith, 7eb g. 
20,21. If 1 juſtify my ſelf, mine own month ſhall condemn me; if I 
ſay 1 am perfe&, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe. Tho I were perfett, 
yet would 1 not know my Soul; 1 would deſpiſe my Life, It may be 
David wasa Man as much atter the Heart of God as you; yet he 
ſaid, P/al. 143. 2. Enter not into judgment with thy Servant for in 
thy fight ſhall no: Man living be juſtified, It's like Pas! lived as ho- 
ly, heavenly, and fruitfal a Lite as the beſt of you, and far, far 
beyond you 3 'yer he faith, 1 Cor. 4. 4. 7 know (or am conſcious to 
my ſelf) of nothing, yet am 7 not thereby juſtified : His fincetity 
might comfort him, but covld not j»/fify him. And whatneed I fay 
more? the Lord hath ſhut up this way to all the World ; and the 
Scriptures ſpeak it roundly and plainly, Rom. 3.20. Therefore by the 
Deeds of the Law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his fight, Com- 
pare Gal.3.21. Rom.8.3. ery St | 
(2.) And as Man can never reconcile himſelf r6 God by 4:ize, 
ſo neither by /»fering, That is equally impoſſible 3 for no ſut- 
ferings can ſatisfy God, bur ſuch as are proportionable to the Of. 
fence we ſuffer for. And if ſo, an infinite Suffering muſt be born: 
I fay Infinite, for fo Sin is 3' an infinite Evil, objectively confider- 
ed, as it wrongs an infinite God. ' Now Sufferings may be aid to 
be infinice, either 1n reſpe& of their weight, exceeding all botinds 
and limits; the letring out the Wrath and Fury of an infinite God : 
Or in reſpe& of duratio, being endleſs and everlaſting. In the 
firſt ſenſe, no Creature can bear an infinite Wrath, ic would ſwal- 
low us up. ' In the fecond, it may,be' born as the'damned do; 
but then, ever to be Th firing: is never to have ſatisfied.” : © - 
© $o that no Man catrbe his own Prieſt, to reconcile himſelf to 
God by what he can do or fuffer. And therefore, one that is 
able, by daing and ſuffering, to reconcile him, muſt undertake ir, 
'or we periſh. Thus you ſee plainly and briefly, the general na- 
ture.and neceflity, of, Chriſt's Prieſthood: PER 
From both chels, ſeveral uſeful Corollaries, or prattical De- 
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Corollary I. 
This ſhews in the firſt place, the incomparable;exceliency of the re- 
formed Chriſtian Religion abave all other Religions, Wk to, or profeſſed 
in the World, What other Religions ſeek, the Chriſtian Religion 
only finds, even a ſolid foundation for true Peace, and ſettlement 
of Conſcience. While the 7ew: ſeek it in vain inthe Lawz the 
Mahumetan, in his external and ridiculous Obſervances z the Pa- 
piſt in his own Merits ; the Believer only finds it in the Blood of 
this great Sacrifice : this, and nothing leſs than this, can pacify a 
diſtrefled Conſcience, labouring under the weight of its own 
guilt. Conſcience demands no lefs to ſatisfy it, than God de- 
mands to ſatisfy him. The grand Inqueſt of Conſcience is; Is 
God ſatisfied ? If he be fatisfhed, I am ſatisfied. Woful is the 
ſtate of ihat Man, that feels the worm of Conſcience nibling on 
the moſt render part of the Soul, and hath no relief againſt it 3 that 
feels the intolerable ſcalding wrath of God burning within, and 
kath nothing to cool it. Hear me, you that ſlight croubles of 
Conſcience, that call them Fancies and melancholy Whimſfies ; 
If you ever had had but one ſick night for Sin, if you had ever felt 
that ſhame, fear, horror, and deſpair which are the diſmal effes 
of 2n accuſing and condemning Conſcience, you would account 
it an unſpeakable Mercy-to- hear of a way. for the diſcharge. of a 
poor Sinner from that guilt: You would kils the feet of that 
Meſſenger, that could bring you tidings of Peace: You would 
call him bleſſed, that ſhould dire& you .to an effeftual Remedy. 
Now, whoever thou art, that pineſt. away in thine Iniquiries, 
chat droopeſt from day to day under the preſent Wounds, -and 
diſmal Preſages of Conſcience, know that thy Soul and Peace can 
OI eill thou art perſwaded to come to this. Blood of 
prinkling. EH | 

The Blood of this Sacrifice ſpeaks better things than the Blood 
of Abel. The Blood of. this Sacrifice is the Blood of God, AF. 
20, 28. invaluably precious Blood,.x Pet. 1. 18. . One drop of it 
infinitely excels the Blood of all other Creatures, Heb. 10. 4, 
5,6. Such is the Blood.that muſt do rhee good. Lord, I muſt. 
have {uch Blood (aich Conſcience) as 1s capable of giving thee 
full. farisfaCtion, or it can give me no peace.. The Blood of all 
the Cattleupon a thouſand. Hills cannot do' this What is. the 
Blgod ot Beaſts ro.God ? The Blood of all che Men inthe World 
can do' fiothing in this caſe. What is our polluted Blood worth.? 
No, no,. it's the Blood of God; that muſt fatisfy both thee and 
IRE... Xea, 
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Yea,Chriſt's Blood is not only the Blood of God,but it's Blood 
ſhed in thy ſtead, and 1a thy place and room. Gal. 3 13. He was 
wade a curſe for w, And (0 it becomes Sin-pardoning Blood; Heb. 
9. 22, Eph. Te. 7. Cd.1.14. Rem. 3.26. and conſequently, Con- 
{cience-pacifying, and Soul-quieting Blood, Col. 1. 20. 7 ph. 2. 
I3, 14. Rom. 3 26, O bleſs God, thar ever the News of this 
Blood came to thine Ears. With hands and eyes lifred up to 
Heaven, admire that Grace, that caſt thy Lot in a place where 
this joytul ſound rings in the Ears of poor Sinners. What had thy 
Caſe been, if thy Mother had brought thee forth in the Deſarts of 
Arabia, orin the Waſtes of America ! or what it thou hadſt been 
nutſed up by a Popiſh Father, who could have told thee no 0- 
ther Remedy when in diſtreſs tor Sin, but to go ſuch a Pilgrimage; 
to whip and laſh thy (ſelf, to ſatisfy an angry God! Surely the pure 
Light of the Goſpel ſhining upon this Generation, is a Mercy ne- 
ver to be duly valued, never to be enough prized. 

Corollary 2, : 

Hence alſo be informed of the necefſity of Faith, in order to a ſtate and 
fenſe of Peace with God: For to what purpoſe is the Blood of Chriſt 
our Sacrifice ſhed, unleſs it be actually and perſonally applied, 
and appropriated by Faith? You know when the Sacrifices un- pynerque ma- 
der the Law were brought to be ſlain, he that brought it, was num, figniti- 
eo put his hand upon the head of his Sacrifice, and fo it was ac- cans & le ſce- | 
cepted from him, to make an atonement, Lev. I. 4. not only to {7 fua, por- 
fignify, that now it was no more his, but God's, the propriety {md'e der 
being transferred by a kind of manumiſſion; nor yerthat he vo- re in gr | 
luntarily gave it to the Lord as his own free a&; but principal- vitimz. Ur 
ly it noted the putting off his Sins, and the Penalry due to him Sracis cis ny 
for them, upon the head of the Sacrifice: and fo it implied in ic 797% #22497 
an Execration, as if he had ſaid, Upon thy head be theevil. So Frecamonis. 
the Learned obſerve, the Antient Egyptians were wont expreſly Drujis & 
to1mprecate, when they ſacrificed If any evil be coming upon #, Menoching. 
or #pou Egypt, let it turn and reſt upon this head,. laying their hand 
at theſe words on the Sacrifice's head. And upon thar ground, 
ſaith the Hiforian, none of them would eat of the head of any Hered. 2. 35. 
living Creature. You muſt alſo lay the hand of Faith upon Chritt 
your Sacrifice, not to imprecate, bur apply and appropriate 
him to your own Souls, he having been made a Curſe for you. 
To this the whole Goſpel tends, even to perſwade Sinners 
co apply Chriſt, and his Blood to their own Souls. To this ke 


invited us, Match. 11. 28. Come unto me ye that are weary and heavy 
R 2 laden, 
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laden, and Iwillgive you reft, For this end our Sacrifice was lifted 
up upon the Altar. Joh. 3. 14, 15. 4s Moſes /ifted up the Serpent 
in the Wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted np; that whoſoever 
telieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, The Et- 
fes of the Law, not only upon the Conſcience, filling it with 
Torments, but upon the whole perſon, bringing Death upan ic, 
are here ſhadowed out by the ſtingings of fiery Serpents; and 
Chriſt by the brazen'Serpent which Moſes exalted for the 1/-aelires, 
that were ſtung, to look'unto. And as by looking to it, they 
were healed; fo by believing, orlooking to Chriſt in Faith, our 
Souls are healed.. Thoſe that looked not to the Brazen Serpent, 
died infallibly ; ſo muſt all that look nor to Jeſus, our Sacrifice, 
it « a r:le,that By Faith. It's true, the Death of Chriſt is the-meritortous Cauſe 
where there s a of Remiflion, but Faith is the inſtrumental applying Cauſe: -and 
rtal and ſuji- as Chriſt's Blood is neceſſary in its place, (o'is our Faithin its place 
cor cet alſo. For to theaRtual remiſſion of Sin, and peace of Conſcience, 
£3 my} there muſt be a co-operation of allthe Cauſes of Remiſſion and 
reeds follow. Peace. Asthere is the Grace and Love of Gol! for an efficient, 
But if they be and impulſive Cauſe, and the Death of Chriſt our Sacrifice, the 
et C:/e, meritorious Cauſe ; fo of necefſitythere muſt-be: Faith, che-in- 
CT yn 4 {trumencal Cauſe. And'theſe Concauſes do all fweetly meet in 
in order, d» nat their Influences, and Activities, jn our Remifhon, and Tranquillity 
produc? their of Conſcience ; and are all ( ſ#o genere ) in'their kindandplace ab- 
Yompleat Effe, ſgJutely neceſſary to the procuring and applying 'of 'ir. 
until the 14/7, What's the near that the Blood of Chriſt is ſhed, if I have no 
Cauſe be 19 9. ;nrereſt in it, no-ſaving influences from ir? O be convinced, this 
is the end, the buſineſs -of Life. Faith is the Phenix: grace, as 
we _ Chriſt is the Phenix-mercy. He is the' gift, Joh. 4. to. And this 
is the work of God, f0h.6,29 The Death of Chriſt, the Offers and 
Tenders of Chriſt, never ſaved one Soul in themſelves, without 
believing Application. 'Butwo is me, how do 1 ſee Sinners, et- 
ther not at all toucht with the ſenſe of Sin, and ſo being whole 
need not the Phyſxcian 5 or if any be ſtang, - and wounded with 
Guilt, how do they lick themſelves whole with their own Da- 
ries, and Reformations ! as Phyficians ſay of Wounds, tet them 
but be kept clean, and Nature will find ' Balſam of its own to 
heal them.. If ic be ſo in fpiritual Wounds, what need Chriſt co 
have left the Father's Bofom, and come down rodie in the quali- 
ty. and nature of a-Sacrificefor us? Ont Men can but have Health, 
Pleaſure, Riches, Honours. and any way- make a ſhift roftill a 
trawling, Conſcience; thar it may;not.check, or Ie" Wh: 
EIS: 
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theſe Enjoyments, Chriſt may go where he will for them. 

And1Iam aflured till God thew you the Face of Sin in tlie 
Glaſs of the Law 3 make the Scorpions and fiery Snack that 
lurk in the Law, and in your own Conſciences, ro come hiffing 
about you, and ſmiting you with their deadly Stings ; till you 
have had fome ſick nights, and forrowtul days for Sin, you will 
never go up and down ſeeking an intereſt in the Blood of this Sa- 
crifice wich tears. | 

Bur, Reader, if everthis be thy condition, then wilt thou know 
the worth of a Chriſt; then thou wilt have a value for the Blood 
of Sprinkling. As I remember it's ſtoried of our Crook-back Ri= 
chard, when he was put to a rout in a field-battel, and flying on 
foot from his purſuing enemies 3: he cried our, O ow (faid he) 4 
Kingdom for a Herſe. So wilt thou cry, a Kingdom for a Chriſt 5 
_ thouſand Worlds now itI had them, . for the Blood of ſprink- 

ing. 
Corollary 3. | 

Is Chriſt your High-prieſt, and is his Prieſtood ſo indiſpenſibly 
neceflary to your Salvation ? Then freely acknowledg your ntter im- 
potency to retoncile your ſelves to God, by any thing you can do, or fuffer ; 


and let Chriſt have the whole glory of your Recovery aſcribed tc- 


him. Ir's highly reaſonable that he that laid down the whole 


Price, ſhould have the whole Praiſe, If any man think, or fay, - 


he could have made an-Atonement for himſeit ; he doth therein 


caſt no light reproach upon-that profound Wiſdom which laid 
the deſign of our Redemption in the Death of Chriſt. But of 


this I have ſpoken elſewhere. And therefore 3 
Corollary 4. 


In the laſt place, I rather chooſe to perſwade you to ſce- your ne- 


ceſſity of this Prieſt, and his moſt excellent Sacrifice and accoraing(y to- 
make uſe of it, The beſt of you have polluted Nacures,.poiſoned in. 
the Womb with Sin; thoſe Natures have need of this Sacrifice, . 
they mult have the benefit of rhis Blood to pardon ang cleanſe - 


them, or be eternally damned. Hear me ye tnat never ſpent a 
"Tear fotithe Sin of Nature ; if the Bleod of Chriſt be not ſprink- 


Td mon /your Natures, it bad been bercerifor you, that you had 
been the Generation 'of -Beaſts, rhe Off- ſpring of Dragons:or 


Toads. They tfave'a'contemptibie, but nota viciated (znful Na- 
tare, as youthave: | 
* 1. Yout-HABwl Sins-bavyeneed of this Prieſt; and his Sacrifice £0 


Procute/Remifſidn:ſorithem... 1f he take —— 
00d. 
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' Blood of his Crofs, they can never be taken away. They will lie 
down with you'in the duſt ; they will riſe wich you, and follow 
you to the Judgment-ſear, crying, We are thy Works,and we will 
follow thee. Ailchy Repenrance and Tears, ſhouldſt thou weep 
as many tears as there be drops in the Ocean, can never take a- 
way Sin. Thy Duties, eveu the belt of them, need this Sacrifice. 
Ic is in the virtue thereof that they are accepted of God. And 
were it not God had reſpect co Chriſt's Offering, he would nor 
regard, or look towards thee, or any of thy Duties. Thou coul- 
deſt no more come near God, than thou couldſt approach a de- 
vouring Fire, or dwe!l with everlaſting Burnings. | 

Well then, ſay, I need ſuch a Prieſt every way. Love him in 
all his Offices. See the goodneſs of God in providing ſuch a Sa- 
crifice for thee. Meat, Drink and Air, are not more neceſlary to 
maintain thy natural Life, than the Death of Chriſt is to give, and 
maintain thy ſpiritual Life. | 

O then, let thy Soul grow big whilſt meditating of the uſeful- 
neſs and excellency of Chriſt, which is thus diſplayed and unfold- 
ed in every branch of the Goſpel. And with a deep ſenſe upon 

.thy heart, ler thy lips ſay, Bleſſed be God: for Zeſua Chriſt, 


-Serm. 12. 
Opens the ex- The Twelfth S ERMON, 
ecllency of our | | 
High-Pricft's oo 

Oblation, be- 


ing the firft Hes. X. 14. 


att or part 0 


-— Sh wh For by one Offering, he hath perfefted for ever them 


s that are ſanfified. 


Fter this more general view and conſideration of the 
Prieſthood of Chriſt, Method m_—_—_ that we come to. 
a.nearer and more particular conſ1deration of the parts 
.thereof; which are his 0b/ation and Interceſſiov, anſ{werable to the 
double Office of the High-prieſt, offeringche Blood of the Sacri- 
fices without the holy place, which typed out Chriſt's Oblation ; 
and then once a Year bringing the Blood before the Lord into my 
£3 i mo 
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moſt holy place, preſenting it before God, and with ic ſprinkling 
the Mercy-ſeat, wherein the Interceſſion of Chriſt (the other Pare 
or A&oti his Prieſtzood) was in a lively manner rypified to us. 

My preſent bufineſs is to open and apply the 0414tioz of Chriſt 3 
the efficacy and excellency whereof is excellently illuſtrated, by a - 
compariſon with all other Oblations, in the precedent Context, 
and with a ſingular Encomium commended to us .in theſe words, g,,.: Cheb; 
from the Singularity of it. It is but one Offering, one, not only 209-8 pops 
ſpecifically, but one numerically conlidered; but once offered, and rantum ſpecie, 
never more to be repeated: For Chrift dieth uo more, Rom. 6. 9, {ed etiam nu- 
He alſo commends it from the Efficacy of it; by it he hath perfec- 2% qua 
ted, i.e. not only purchaſed a poflibility of Salvation, but all that _ 
we need o our full Perfetion. Ir brings in a moſt intire, com- Ctriſti, ig 
pleat and perfe& Righteouſneſs: All that remains to make us per- intercedente 
fetly happy, is bur che full application of the benefits procured Pore iptius; 
by this Oblation for us. Moreover, it's here commended from 929% #21 < 
the Extenſiveneſs of it; not being reſtrained to a few, but applica- ty & wares” 
ble.toall the Saints, in all che Ages and Places of the World : eati diſtinio. 
For this indefinite, them that are ſanftified, 15 equivalent to a uni- Tieicat. Tnſtit. - 
 verſalz and is as much as if he had faid, to all and every Saint, ** 79 
from the beginning.to the end of che World. Laſtly, He com- 
mends it from its Perpetnity, Ir perfets for ever ; that is,it is of ever- 
laſting Efficacy : Ir ſhall abide as freſh, vigorous and powerful to - 
the end of the World,- as it was the firſt momear it. was offered 
up. All runs iato this ſweet Truth, 


7” 


Lo Do&. That the Oblation made mnto God by Jeſus Chriſt, is of un- 
© ſpeahable value, and everlaſting efficacy, to perteft all them that 
are, or ſhall be ſanitified, to the end of the World, 


Ont of this Fountain flow all rhe excellent Bleflings that Belie- 
vers either have, or hope for. | Had it not been for this, there had 

- been no ſuch things #» reram naterae, as Juſtification, Adoption, + 

_ Salvation, . &c. peace with God, and hopes of Glory, pardon of -- 

- Sin, and Divine Acceptation : Theſe, and all other our beft-Mer- - 
cies, had been but ſo many entia rations, 1r.eer Conceits. A Man . 
(as one-fairh) might have haply imagined fucn things as theſe, as - - 

' he may Golden Mountains, and Rivers of liquid Gold, and Rocks 

- of Diamonds: but theſe things could never have lad any real exif- | 

tence extra mentem, had not Chriſt offered up- himlieif a Sacrifice + 
to God for us. . It is the Blood of Chriſt, who.through the -cte#nal Spi-. * 


ris - 
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rir offered up himſelf without ſpot to God, that pmges the Conſcience 
from dead works, Heb. 9. 14. that is, from the Sentence of Con- 
demnarion and Death; as it is refleted by Conſcience, for our 
works ſake. | 
His appearing before God, as our Prieſt, with ſuch an Offering 
for us, 'is that which removes our Guilt and Fear together 3 He 
appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, Heb.9.26, Now 
for as much as the point before us is of {o great weight in it (elf, 
and fo fundamental ro our Safety and Comfort, I ſhall endeavour 
to give you as diſtin& and clear an account of it, as can confi 
with that brevity which I muſt neceſlarily uſe. And therefore, 
Reader, apply thy mind attently to the conſideration of this ex- 
cellent Prieſt that appears before God, and the Sacrifice he offers, 
with the Properties and Adjun&s thereof; the Perſon before 
whom he brings, and to whom he offers it ; the Perſons for whom 
he offers. and'zhe End for which this Oblation is made. 
Firſt, The Prieſt that appears before God with an Oblation for 
us, is Jeſus Chriſt, God-man: The Dignity of whoſe Perſon dig- 
nified, and derived an ineſtimable worth to the Offering he made. 
Sic Oblationes There were many Priefts before him, but none like unto him, 
in vaſe mundo ejrher for the purity of his Perſon, or the peppetuity of his Prieſt- 
<> 1 pang > hood: they were (infal Men, and offered for their own Sins, as 
Raven, Well asthe Sins of the People, Heb. 5. 3. But He was holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, Heb. 7. 2. He could ſtand be- 
fore God, even in the eye of his Juſtice, as a Lamb without ſport. 
Tho he made his Soul.an Offering for Sin, yet He had done no 1ni- 
nity, nor was any Guile found in his Month, If. 53.9. And indeed 
his Offering had done us nogood, if the leaſt taint of Sin had been 
found on him. They were mortal Men, that continued not by 
reaſon of Death, Heb. 7. 2 3. But Chriſt is a Prieſt for EVETr, 
Pal. 110. 4. a 
nc 5 Secordy, The Oblatien or Offering he made was not the Blood 
Son a4; Of Beaſts, bar his own Blood, Heb. 9. 12. Andherein he'tranſ- 
2firm that Cended all other Prieſts, that he had ſomething of his own to offer ; 
Chrift onl of: He had aBody given himto be at his own diſpoſe, to this uſe and 
4595 4 bis Soiel, upon this weak ground, that if he had offered both, he had not affered one, but two 
Sacrifices. Againſt whom the Learned Parker, in his exce#ent Bach ., de deſcenſu, urgeth- my Text, 
and thus frees it from that corrupt Gloſs. ,. Pulchre, quaſi holocanſtum non unym fuir Sacrzhcium, 
quia ex pluribus partibus conſtabit ! be DN Chriſti unicum dicitur, non in oppolitione 
corporis ad animam, fed im oppofttione corporis'& animz ſemel oblari, ad mula ill $acriticia quz 
.non ſeme!, ſed muktories, in-lege Moſis offerebantur. Parker de deſcenſu, lib. 144. !þ. 146. © 


pPUr- 
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purpoſe, Heb, To. Io, in rb Body : Yea, not only his Body, 
bur his Soul was made an Offering for Sin, Ia. 53. 10, We had made 
a forfeiture of our Souls and Bodies by Sin, and it was neceſſary 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt ſhould be anſwerable to che Debt we owed. 
And when Chriſt came to offer his Sacrifice, he ſtood not only in 
the capacity of a Prieſt, bur alſo in that of a Surety 3 and ſo his Soul 
ſtood in the ſtead of ours, and his Body in the ſtead ofour Bodies. 
Now the excellency of this Oblation will appear in the following 
acjuncts and properties of it: This Oblation being for the matrer 
of it the Soul and Body of Jeſus Chriſt, is therefore, 

I. Invaluably precicus, So the Apoſtle ſtiles it, 1 Per. 1. 19. 
Ye were redeemed T1jy/® x1puaT, with the precious Blood of the Son of 
Ged: And ſuch it behoved him to offer. For it being offered as 
an expiatory Sacrifice, it oughtto be equivalent in its own 1n- 
trinlick value toll the Souls and Bodies that were to be redeem- 
edby it. And fo it was, and more alſo: for there was a redun- 
dancy of value, an overplus of merit, which went co make a 
purchaſe for the Redeemed; as will be openedin its place. So 2 
that as one rich Diamond is more worth than a thouſand Peb- 
blesz one piece of Gold, than many Counters; fo the Soul and 
Body of one Chriſt is mach more excellent than all the Souls 
and Bodies in rhe World. 
 Andyetl dare not affirm, as ſome do, that by reaſon of the in- 14 folam raris 
finite preciouſneſs of Chriſt's Blood, one drop thereof had been onem panz 
ſufficient to have redeemed the whole World : for if one drop had _ c | meas, 
been enough, why was all the reſt, even to the laſt drop, ſhed? £11:05..; 
Was God cruel, to exa&t more from him than was needful and convenienter. 
ſufficient 2 Belides, we muſt remember, that the Paſſions of Non convenic 
Chriſt, which were inflicted on him as the curſe of the Law, aurem legj, 
theſe only arethe Paſſions which are ſufficient for our Redemp- 79 Tree 
tion from the Curſe of the Law ; now, it was not a drop of Blood, ,,, @;n. vichuri 
but Death which was contained in the Curſe : This therefore was cnem id infli- 
neceſſary to be inflicted. Burt ſurely as none but God can efſti- gacur rancum, 
mate the weight and evil of Sin, ſo none bur he can comprehend - £30 _ 
the worth and preciouſneſs of the Blood of Chriſt, ſhed ro expi- ,.5*5,,, 
ate it, Andbeing ſo infinitely precious a thing which was offers 4x9, 5.354 
ed up'to God, it muſt, : 
' 21 Needs be a moſt compleat and all-ſufficient Oblation, fully 
ro expiate the Sins of all for whom it was offered, in all ages of the 
World. ' The virtue of this Sacrifice reachetn backward as far as 
Azarn, and teacheth forward to the => _— of the Elect ſpring- 
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ing from him. Thatthe efficacy of it thus reached back to Adam 
is plain; for on the account thereof he is {liled the Lamb ſlain from 
: the foundation of the World, Rev, 13. 8. 5 

oogoy F- &- And to the ſame ſenſe a Judicious Expoſitor underſtands thoſe 
a 2.n. words of Chriſt, Joh. 8. 58. Before Abraham was, 1 am. And 
di redempror look as the Sun at mid-day extends his light and influenice, not 
eſt, omnium only forward. towards the ef, but aiſo backward towards the 
ztatum com- Egff, where hearoſe : ſo did this moſt efficacions Sacrifice reach 
— all the Ele& in the virtue of it, who died before Chriſt came in 
1. the Fleſh. Itis therefore but a'vain Cavil that ſome make againſt 
the ſatisfaction of Chriſt to render it needleſs, when they ſay, ma- 

Cauſa phyſica ny were ſaved without it, even as many as were ſaved before the 
pracedir eftec- Teath of Chriſt. For they ſay, the Efte& cannot be before the 
w_ = non Cauſe; which is true of phyſical, but not of era! Cauſes; and ſuch 
rm caua mo- Was Chriſt's ſatisfation. As for example, a Captive is freed out 
ralis.Cameronis Of Priſon from the time that his Surety undertakes for him, and 
opera, ?- 351- promiſes his Ranſom ; here the Captive is actually delivered, tho 
: the Ranſom that delivered him be not yet actually paid. So it 
was in this caſe 3. Chriſt had engaged to the Father to ſatisfy for 

them, and-upon that ſecurity they were delivered. bocy 
Nunc ſervaror And the virtue of this Oblation not only reaches thoſe Beliey- 
non eſt iraut ersthat lived and died before Chriſt's day, but it extends it ſelf for- 
olim non fue- yard to the end of the World. Hence Heb. 13. 8, Chriſt is 
rit 3 1" Sa ſaid to be the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for ever; that is, he is not 
non "3 '=ter- 10 a SAVIOUr to us that now live, as that he was not their Saviour 
nam. Camer. alſo, that believed in him before us from the beginning : Nor 
nyrothec. p. yet ſoa Saviour both to them and us, as that he ſhall not be the 

337- ſameto all that ſhall believe on him to the World's end. 

| To the ſame ſenſe are thoſe words, Heb. 11.40. rightly para- 
phraſed, God having provided ſome better thing for ns, that they without 
#s ſhould not be maac perfett : of d. God hath appointed the ac- 
: compliſhment of the promiſe of ſending the Meſſiah, to be in the 
Dixon in loc, laſt times : That they: (viz. that lived before Chriſt) ſhould got 
be perfected z that is, juſtified and ſaved, by any'thing done in 
their time, but by looking to our time, and Chriſt's ſatisfaRion 
made therein; whereby they and weare perfected together. No 
cra&t of time-can wear out the virtue of this eternal: Sacrifice. It 
is as freſh, vigorous, and potent now, as the firſt hour it was offer- 
ed. And tho he a#7aly offers it no more, yet he virtually con- 
tinues it by his interceſſion now in Heaven ; forthere he is ſtill 
a Prieſt. And therefore about {ixty years after his gy x 
| when 
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when he gave the Revelation to 7obn, he appears to him ia his 
Prieſtly Garments, Rev. 1.13. Clothed in a Garment down to the 
Feet, and girt about the Paps with a golden Girdle: in alluſion to the 
Prieſtly kphod, and curious Girdle. 

And as the virtue of this Oblation reaches backward and for- 
ward, toall Ages, and to all Believers, fo to all the Sins of all Be- 
lievers, which are fully purged and expiated by it : This no other 
Oblation could do. The legal Sacrifices were no real expiations, 
but rather remembrances of Sins; Heb. 9.9, 12, Heb. 10. 3. 
And all the virtue they had, conſiſted intheir Typical relation co 
this Sacrifice 3 Gal. 3. 23- Heb. g. 13. And ſeparate from it 
were altogether weak, unprofitable, and inſignificant chings 3 Heb. . 
7. 18, But this Blood cleanſeth from all Sins, r Fo. :. 7. all Sin, 
originating, or originated, or actual, flowing from them both. Ic 
expiates all fully, without exception, and finally, without revo- 
cation, So that by his being made Sin for us, we are-made not 
only righteons, but the Righteonſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. 

. And Lefty, to name no more; being ſo precious 1n it (elf, 1567.0 Deo 
For ſo efficacious to expiate Sin, it muſt needs be a moſt grateful 702 9? 
Oblation to the Lord, highly plealing and delightful in his eyes. wixiz, com- 
And {© indeed it is ſaid, Eph. 5. 3. He gave himſelf for us, an Of- placentia, 8& 
fering, and 4 Sacrifice to God, for aſweet ſmelling Savour, Not that 8*4tia denora- 
God took any delight or content in the bitter Sufferings of Chriſt {7 pa 
ſimply and in chemſelves confidered 3 but with relationto the end = pie api 


for which he was offered, even our Redemption and Salvation. eoque detec- 
. Woe” Th NE tatur —- perti- 
ner huc appellatio MMI R\N odor quietis, ſeu ſuavitatis, quz crebro Sacrificiis Doo oble- 


is tribuirur, Exod. 19. 2, 25. Levit. 1.9. S. Glaff. Philolog., Sacra. 


Hence aroſe the delight and pleaſure God had in it ; this made 
him take pleaſure in bruiſing him, //a. 53. 10. God ſmelr a (a- 
vour of reſt in this Sacrifice. The meaning is, that as Men are 
offended with a ſtench, and their (tomachs riſe at it, and are on 
the contrary delighted with ſweet Odors and Fragrancies; ſo the 
bleſſed God, ſpeaking after the manner of Men, is offended, and 
filled with loathing and abhorrence by our Sins, but infinitely 
pleaſed and delighted in the Offering of Chriſt tor chem, which 
came up as an Odor of a ſiveer ſmelling ſavour to him, whereof 
the coſtly Perfumes under the Law, were Types and Shadows. 
This was the Oblacion. 

Thirdly, This Oblation he brings before God, and to him he 
offers it up: So ſpeaks the __—_ Heb. 9.14. Through the eternal 

| 2 7 Spt- 
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Spirit he offered himſelf without ſpot to God, As Chriſt ſuſtained the 

capacity of a Surety, ſo God of a Creditor, who exacted Satiſ- 
fationfrom'him: Thar is, he required from him, as our Surety, 

the Penalty due to us for our Sin. And fo Chriſt had to do im- 

mediately with God, yea, with a God infinitely wronged, and 

incenſed by Sin againſt.us. To this incenſed Majeſty Chriſt our 

Prieſt approacheth, as to a devouring Fire, with his Sacrifice. - 
 Fourthly, The Perſons for whom, and in whoſe ſtead he offered 

Docent Theo- himſelf to God, was the whole number of God's Elect, which 
logi Chriſtum Were given him of the Father, neither more: nor leſs : So ſpeak 
pro omnibus the Scriptures z he laid down'his Lite for the Sheep, Joh. 10. 15. 
lufficienter, Fox the Church, Acts 20. 28. for the Children of God, Toh. 11. 50, 
ld ne py 51, 52, It is conteſled there is ſufficiency of Virtue in this Sa- 
caciter mortu- Crifice to redeem the whole World, and on that account ſome 
um efſe. Ca- Divines affirm he 1s called the Saviour of the world, Joh. 4. 42; 
mero ubi ſupra, &&- alibi, We acknowledg alſo, thathe purchaſed the Services of 
P- 535 others beſides the Elect, to be uſeful to them, as they many ways 
pr;Suwong, Are. In which ſenſe others rake thoſe Scriptures that ſpeak fo 

univerſally of the extent of his Death. We alſo acknowled 

that the Ele& being fcattered in all Parts, and among all ranks 0 

Men in the World, and unknown to thoſe that ate to tender 
Teſus Chriſt to Men by the preaching of the aps ; the ſtile of 

the Goſpel ( as it was neceflary ) is by ſuch indefinite Expreſf- 
fions ſured to the genera] tenders they are to make of him : Buc 
that the Efficacy, and ſaving Virtue of this all-ſufficient Sacrifice 
is co-extended with God's Ele&ion, fo that they. all, and no 0- 
thers can, or ſhall reap the ſpecial Benefits of it, is-coo clear in 
the Scriptures to be denied, Eph.5.2 3. 70h. 17.2,9,19,20, oh. 10, 
26,27,28, 1 Tim, 4. 10, 

Fifthly, The deſign and end of this Oblation was to atone, pa- 
cify, and reconcile God, by giving him a full and adequate Com- 
penſation or Satisfa&tion'tor the Sins'of theſe his Elec : So ſpeaks 
che Apoſtle, Col. 1.' 20.” And having made Peace, through the Blood 
of his Croſs, by him. to reconcile all things unto himſelf; by him I ſay, 
whether they be things in Earth, or things in Heaven. So 2 Cor.5.19, 
God was in Chriſt, reconciling the World ta himſelf, Reconciliation 
is the making up of- that Breach cauſed by Sin, berween us and 
God, and reſtoring us again to his Favour and Friendſhip g For 
this end Chriſt offered up bimſeif co God ; I. ſay, not tor this 
end only;but more eſpecially : hence it's called i\«o40s, a Propi- 
ciation; and ſo the Seventy render that place, Namb.1 5, inuo pr- 

vo- 


Serm.12. Chriſt*s Oblation opened and afplied,  x3> 
vO: ngiG-, the propitiating Ram, But here-I would not be mif- 
taken, as iothe Kecobailiarion were _— onlyiberween us and 
God the Father by the Blood of the Croſs 3 for weare reconciled 
y itto the whole Trinity. . Every'Sin being:agaiaſt the Divine 
{ajeſty; it: muſt needs follow, that the three Perſons having the 
fame Divine'Efſence, muſt be all offended by the commiſſion, 
and ſo all reconciled by the expiation 'and remiflion of the ſame. 
But Reconciliation is ſaid ro be with'the Father,: becauſe, tho-the 
Works of. che Triniey ad xtra be undivided, and-what one doth, 
all do; 'and whar is done to one, js'done to all;'-yetby this form 
and manner of Expreffion (as a tearned Man'well 6bferves) the Znch. de tri. 
Scriptures point out the proper Offices of each Perſon. The 2 Eohim. 
Father receives us into favour; the Son mediates, and gives | 
the Ranſom which' procnres'it ; the 'Spirit- applies -and ſeals this 
to_the Perfons and Hearts: of Believers. However being 're- 
conciled” ro the Father,' we are atfo teconciled-to the Son'and 
Spirit, as they are one'God in three Perſons. - And if itbe ob- 
jetted; that then Chriſt offered up a Sacrifice; or laid down a 
Price to. reconcile us to bimſelf ;- F ſhall more fairly and dire&tly 
meet with and ſatisfy 'that Objetion, when I come fo ſpeak of 
Chriſt's Satisfa&tion, which'is one of the principalfruits of this 
his excellent. Oblarion. For prefent this may-informi5700 about 
the nature, and precious worth of Chrift's Oblarion. © The: uſes 


% 


whereof tollow in theſe five practical Inferences. 
Inference I. < = 

Hence it follows; that aa! Believers are fally freed fromthe Guilt 
of their Sins, and ſpall never mare come" nnder Condemnation; 43 1.01 
The Ovligation of Sin is perfe&tly aboliſhed by: che virtneof 
this Sacrifice. When Chriſt became our Sacrifice; he both bare, 
and bare away our Sins. Firſt, Ic was laid upon him, then ex- *Arzri2,47, 
piated by him : So muct-is imported: in thar 'word,  Heb..g. 28, atrollere, vel 
Chrift, was once offered ta'bear the Sins of many. . To bear; the word is a ao ferre. . 
fall and emphatical word, ſignifying not only to beats but'to bear 4,-2.5 - 
away. SO foh. 1, 29. Behold the Lamb of God, 0 vio), | that taketh y4y;» pls ns 
away the Sins of the World :; Not only © declaratively,. or by way of julavir, & ſur- 
manifeſtation to the Conſcience; but. really, making a _purgarion 74" culir. 
of Sin, as.it is in Heb. 1. 3." xx9x0opov mint puer@-, word for ,,- pe : 
word, a Purgation'being made; and not only declared.- Now how .. .., PIP 
great a Mercy is this; 'that &y him; all_that believe ſhontd 'be juſtified 
from all things, from whith+ they 'could'nor be juſtified by the Lawwf 
Moſes ? Atts 13:59; What ſhallwe call this Grace? m_ = ; 
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ro'all Sins! \I/79k. 1.7. The Blood of Chriſt clearſeth from all Sins 
Sins paſt and preſent, wichout exception. | And ſome Divines of 


not their Sins to come by way of tay "ar : and yet for them 


Ts - Inference 2. . . _ 

From this Oblation. Chriſt made of himſelf to God for our Sins, 
we infer the inflexible Severity of Divine 7uſtice, which could be no 
other way diverted from ua, and appeaſed but by the Blood of Chriſt. 
Tf-Chriſt had not preſented himſelf ro God for us, Juſtice would 
not have ſpared.us: And if he do appear before God as our Sure- 
ry, it will not ſpare him Rom. 8. 32, te ſpared not his Son, but 

, : delivered 
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te Ivered him wy to Death for ms all, '. Tf forbearance might have been 

expected from any, ſurely it might from God, who # wery pitifal, 

ard full of tender Mercy; Jam. 5.11. yet God in this cafe ſpared 

not. If one might have expected ſparing Mercy and abatement 

from any, ſurely Chriſt might moſt of. all expect it from his own 

Father; yer you hear God ſpared not »:s own Sov. Sparing Mercy 

is the loweſt degree of Mercy,. yet it was denied to Chriſt: He 

abated him not a minute of the time appointed for his ſuffering, 

nor one degtee of Wrath he'was to bear : Nay, tho'inthe Gar- 

den Chriſt fel! upon the ground, and ſiveat clodders of Blood, 

and in that unparalleId Agony ſcrued up his Spirit to the higheſt 

intention, in that pitiful cry, Farher,.if ir be poſſible, let this Cup 

paſs : And'thohe brake out upon the Croſs in that Hearr-reading 

Complaint, 4 God, my Goa, wiy haft thou forfakew me 7, yet. no 

'Abarement. . Juſtice will not bend 1a the leaſt; but having to do 

with him on this account, reſolves to fetch irs peary worths out 

-of his Blood. It this be ſo, what is the caſe of thy Soul, Rea- 

der, if thou be a Man or Woman that haſt no intereſt in this $4- 

crifice? For, if theſe things be done (in Chriſt) a' green Tree, 

-what will be done to' (thee) the dry Tree? Zakhe 23.37. That p; mum me- 

is, if God ſo deal with ine, that am not only itmocent, ' but like #-, & wo 

2 green and fruitful Tree, full of all deleQable Fruits of Holineſs; *7w27% 2 ar 

yet if the Fire of his Indignation thns ſeize upon me, what will be 5242 a 

your Condition, that are both barren and gailty, void of all good ; 45 0 wor 6 

Fruit, and full of all Unrighteoufneſs, and fo like dry ſeary Wood 1m: & vumy 

are fitted as Fewel to the Fire? Conſider, with thy ſelf Man, 2»ze745 ») 

how canſt thou imagine thou canſt ſupport that infinite Wrath that 74915 , rae 

Chriſt grapled with in the room of God's Elect ? He had the 7" ag 

ſtrength of a Deity to ſupport him. Iſa: 42.7. Bebo!d my Servant, Theyptyla%tus 

whors I uphold, He had the fulneſs of his Spiric to. prepare him, pulcherrime 

Ta; 61. 11. He had the Miniſtry'of an Angel, who came poſt zzezpes% mm 
om Heaven, to relieve him in his Agony 3 Zzke 22.43. He 

had the Ear of his Father to hear him, for he cried, a»d was heard 

#s that he I xg Heb. 5. 7- He was affured of the Vitory be- 

fore the Combat, he knew he ſhould be juſtified ; 7A. 50.8. and 

yet for all this was fore amazed, and forrowtful even to death, and 

his Heart was melted like Wax in the midſt of his Bowels. If 

the caſe ſtood thus with Chriſt, notwithſtanding all theſe advan- 

rages he had to bear the Wrath: of God for a little time z how 

doſt thou think, a poor Worm as thou art, to dwell with ever- 

laſting Burnings, or contend with devouring Fire ? Lurher _= 
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wathing to do with, an abfolute Ged, :j,,C. with a:God out of. Chriſt: 
for, .3t is a fearful thing to - info the hands of the living God. .. Wo 
and alas for evermote to that Man that meets a juſt and righteous 
God without a Mediator ! Whoever thou art that readeſt theſe 
Lines, I beſeech thee by the Mercies 'of God, by all the regard 
and.love thou haſt co thy own. Soul, negle& not time, but make 
quick: and; ſure work,,of. it... Get; an Intereſt in this Sacrifice 
-quickly, what elſe wul be: thy ſtate when vaſt Ecernity opens to 

wallow thee up? What wilt thou do, Man, when thine Eye- 
ſtrings and Heart-ſtrings are-breaking? O what a fearful ſcriech 
will thy Conſcience give: when thou art preſented: before the 
.dreadful. God,. and no Chyilt £o ſcreen thee from hisIndignation! 
'Happy is that Man.who can fay-in a ping hour, as. one did, who 
being deſired alittle befare his Dillolutwo co give his Friends a 
lictle taſte of his preſent. Hopes, 'and the grounds of them, chear- 
fully anſwered, 1 will let you: know -how it is with me 3 then 
ftrerching-forth his band, ſaid: + ...-;, -. 

< Here .is. the Graye,. the Wrath .of God, and devouring 


. ©, Flames, the/juſt Puniſhment of vir, of the one {ide ; and here 


<.-am I,apoorfinful Soul onthe other ({ide.;.,but this is my. Com- 
"fort, the. Covenant of Grace, which is eſtabliſhed upon ſo ma- 
& ny ſure Promiſes, hath ſalved al}. There is an Act of Oblivi- 
* on-paſſed-in Heaven : I will forgive their Iniquities, and.their Sins 


«© will 1 remember no more... This is the bleſſed Privilege of all 
' * < within the Covenant, among whom I am one. O 'tis fiveer 
- at all eimes,. eſpecially at ſuch; a:time, ro ſee-the reconciled Face 
of God through Jeſus Chriſt, and hear the voice of Peace, through 


the Blood of the Croſs. 5 ..- 
5 CEE | | 
' Hath Chrift offered-up.him(&lf a Sacrifice to God for, us? ther 


tet us improve in every condution this Sacrifice, and labour to get Hearts 
\Auly affefted with ſuch 4. fight as Faith can give us of 'it, ., Whatever 
the .condition or. complaint of any Chriſtian 15, the beholding 
the Lamb of. Ged that taketh away the Sin of the World, may 
give him ſtrong Support, and ſweet Relief. Do you complaia 
.of the hardneſs of your Hearts, and want of love co Chriſt > behold 
him as offered up to God for youz; and {uch a fighe (if any. in 
the:World will do it). will melt your hard Hearts. . Zech.1 2.10, 
They {ball lock upon me whom they have pierced, and ſhall mourn.: It is 
reported of 7ohames Aflius, that he was never ablerved to ag 
0 
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of Chriſt and his Sufferings, but his Eyes would drop. Art 
thou too kttle touched, and unafﬀected with the Evil of Sin? Is 
it thy Complaint, Chriſtian, that thou canſt not make Sin bear 
fo hard upon thy Heart as thou wouldſt > Conſider but what chou 
baſt now read; realize this Sacrifice by Faith, and try whac Efi- 
cacy there is in it to make Sin for ever bitter as Death to thy Soul. 
Suppoſe thy own Father had been ſtabb'd to the. heart with ſuch 
a Knife, and his Blood were upon it, wouldſt thou delight to ſee, 
or endure to uſe that. Knife. any more? Sin is the Knife thar 
ſtabb'd Chriſt to the heart; this ſhed his Blood. Surely you 
can never make light of that which lay fo heavy upon the Soul 
and Body of Jeſus Chriſt. . | 

Or is your Heart preſt down even to Deſpondency, under the 
Guilt of Sin, ſo that you cry, How can ſuch a Sinner as I be par- 
doned ; My Sin is greater than can be forgiven? Behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the Sins of the World ! Remember that no 
Sin can ſtand before the Efficacy of his Blood. 1 Joh. 1.7. The 
Blood of Feſius Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin. This Sacrifice makes 
unto God full ſatisfaction. _ 

Are you at any time ſtaggering through Unbelief? filled with 
unbelieving ſuſpicions of the Promiſes? Look hither, and you 
ſhall ſee them all ratified and eſtabliſhed in the Blood of the Crols, 
ſo that Hills and Mountains ſhall ſooner ſtart from their own Baſes 
and Centers, than one tittle of the Promiſe fail : Heb.g.17,18,19. 
Do you at any time find your Hearts fretting, diſquieted, and 


impatient under every petty Croſs and Trial? See how quietly - 


Chriſt your Sacrifice came to the Altar, how meekly and pa- 
tiently he ſtood under all the Wrath of God and Mea tagether. 
"This will filence, convince and ſhame you. 


In a word, Here you will ſee ſo much of the Grace of God, 


and Love of Chriſt, in providing and becoming a Sacrifice for you; 
you will ſee God taking Vengeance upon Sin, but ſparing the 
Sinner 3 you will ſee Chriſt ſtanding as the Body of Sin alone, 
for he was made Sin for us, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 
Ged in him: that whatever Corruption burdens, this in the be- 
lieving Application will ſupportz whatever Grace be detective, 
this will revive 1t- | 

. - Bleſſed be Ged for ſeſus Chrift, 
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ground enough for what he faid, when heccried out, 7 wil. heve 
wathing to do with, an abfolute Gia, 11,6. with a God out, of. Chriſt: 
for, -3: is a fearful thing to fall info the hands of the living God. .. Wo 
and alas for evermote to that Man that meets a juſt and righteous 
God without a Mediator ! Whoever thou art that readeſt theſe 


« Here..is. the Grave, the Wrath 'of God, and devouring 
but this is my; Com- 


 **F{ort, the Covenant of Grace, which is eftabliſhed upon ſo ma- 


of God through Jeſus Chriſt, and hear the voice of Peace, through 
the Blood of the Croſs. 5 ,. -. | _.” 
| Inference 3 


| Hath Chrilt offeredup.him lf a Sacrifice to God for, us? then 


tet us 1mprove in avery condition this Sacrifice, and labour to get Hearts 
\Auly affefted with ſuch a fight a Faith'can give us of it, ., Whatever 
the .condition or. complaint of any Chriſtian 1s, rhe beholding 
the Lamb of, Ged that raketh away the Sin of the World, may 
give him ſtrong Support, and ſweet Relief. Do you complain 
.of the hardneſs of your Hearts, and want of love co Chriſt > behold 
him as offered up to God for you; and ſuch a fighr (if any. in 
the:World will do it); will melt your hard Hearts. , Zech. 12.10, 
They ſpall look upon me whom they have pierced, and ſhall mourn." It is 
reported of fohames Aline, that he was never ablerved to weak 
0 
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of Chriſt and his Sufferings, but his Eyes would drop. Art 
thou roo ttle touched, and unaﬀected with the Evil of Sin? Is 
it thy Complaint, Chriſtian, that thou canſt not make Sin bear 
ſo hard upon thy Heart as thou wouldſt > Conſider but what chou 
haſt now read; realize this Sacrifice by Faith, and try whar Efi- 
cacy there is in it to make Sin for ever bitter as Death to thy Soul. 
Suppoſe thy own Father had been ſtabb'd to the heart with ſuch 
a Knife, and his Blood were upon it, wouldſt thou delight co ſee, 
or endure to uſe that. Knife. any more? Sin is the Knife thar 
ſtabb'd Chrift to the heart; this ſhed his Blood. Surely you 
can never make light of that which lay ſo heavy upon the Soul 
and Body of Jeſus Chriſt. $ | 

Or is your Heart preſt down even to Deſpondency, under the 
Guilt of Sin, ſo that you cry, How can ſuch a Sinner as I be par- 
doned ; My Sin is greater than can be forgiven? Behold the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the Sins of the World ! Remember that no 
Sin can ſtand before the Efficacy of his Blood. 1 Joh. 1.7. The 
Blood of feſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin. This Sacrifice makes 
unto God full ſatisfaction. _ 

Are you at any time ſtaggering through Unbelief? filled wich 
unbelieving ſuſpicions of the Promiſes? Look hither, and you 
ſhall ſee them all ratified and eſtabliſhed in the Blood of the Cros, 
ſo that Hills and Mountains ſhall ſooner ſtart from their own Baſes 
and Centers, than one tittle of the Promiſe fail : Heb.g.17,18,19. 
Do you at any time find your Hearts fretting, diſquieted, and 


impatient under every petty Croſs and Trial? See how quietly - 


Chriſt your Sacrifice came to the Altar, how meekly and pa- 
tiently he ſtood under all the Wrath of God and Mea tagether. 
"This will filence, convince and ſhame you. 


In a word, Here you will ſee ſo much of the Grace of God, 
and Love of Chriſt, in providing and becoming a Sacrifice for you; - 


you will ſee God taking Vengeance upon Sin, but ſparing the 
Sinner 3 you will ſee Chriſt ſtanding as the Body of Sin alone, 
for he was made Sin for us, that we might be mage the Righteonſneſs of 
God in him: that whatever Corruption burdens, this in the be- 
lieving Application will ſupport; whatever Grace be defective, 
this will revive 1t. | 
| . .- Bleſſed be Ged for feſwa Chrift, 
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SerM. 13. The Thirteenth Ser mon. 
Opens the In- 


rercefion of | 
"#s rift our Hy 
Rd fer Hes. VII. 25. 

Por wy 2f Wherefore he is able alſo to Jave them to the attermoſt, 
+ oh of- that come unto. God by him, feemg he ever liveth to 


Wer, «© make interceſſion for them...” 


hood, confiſting in lis Ob/ation; we came to the other 

Branch of it, conſiſting in his Iterce/iov, which is no- 

quam opPC4- thing elſe but the virtual continuation of his Offering-once made 

ws eſt, pug on Earth 3 that being medium reconciliationis, the means of recon- 

a" To ciling > this, medium applications, the way and means of his apply- 
—ac propte- Ing to us the Benefits purchaſed by it. 

rea. redempti- This ſecond Part, or Branch of his Prieſthood, was typified. 

enem,X inter- hy, the High-Prieſt's entring with the Blood of the Sacrifice, and 

_—_—— ſweer Incenſe into the holy Place: Levit. 16. 12,13, 14. And he 

Eien ſhall take the Cenſer full of burning Coals of fire from off the Altar be- 

Chriſti Sacri- fore the Lord, and his hands full of ſweet Incenſe beatew ſmall, and 

ficii partes, bring it within the Vail: And he ſhall put the Incenſe upon the fire be- 

Scxtptura * {ye the Lord, that the Cloud of the Incenſe may cover the AMercy-ſeat 

p—_—_ that is upen the Teftimony, that he die not. And he ſhall take the blood 

nake ad of the Bullock, and ſprinkle it with his finger upon the Mercy-ſeat,. 

verbum inter- eaſtward, 6c. Chriſt's offering himſelf on Earth, anſwered to- 

vedere. the killing of the Sacrifice wichour 3 and his entring into Hea- 

ven, there to intercede, was that which anſwered tothe Prieſt go- 

ing with Blood, and his hands full of Incenſe, within the Vail. 

Sothat this 1s a part, yea, "OW part of Chiiſt s Prieſthood, 

and {o neceflary to it, that it he had not done this, all his Work 

on Earth had ſignified nothing 3 nor had he been a Prieſt, that is, 

a compleat and perfect Prieſt, if he had remained on Earth, Heb, 


& 4. becauſethe very deſign and end. of ſhedding his recs 
Earth. 


HH too! diſpatche the firſt Part or A& of Chriſt's Prieſt- 
Redempiuo 
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Earth had been fruſtrated, which was to carry it before the Lord 
into Heaven. So thar this is the principal perfe&ive part of the 
Prieſthood : He acted the firſt part on Earth, in a ſtate of deep 
Abaſement, in the form of a Servant; but he acts this in Glory, 
whereto he is taken up, that he may follow on his deſign in 
dying, and give the Work of our Salvation its laſt compleating 
Ad. So much is imported in this Scripture, which tells us, by 
reaſon hereof he « able to ſave to the uttermoſt, GC. 

The words contain an incouragement to Believers, to come to 
God in the way of Faich, drawn fromthe Interceſhion of Chriſt 
in Heaven for them: In which you may take notice of theſe three 
principal parts. 

1. The Quality of the Perſons here incouraged, who are de- 
ſcribed by a dire&t A& of Faith, as poor Recumbents that are go- 
ing out of themſelves to God by Faithz but conſcious of great 
unworthineſs in themſelves, and thence apt to be diſcouraged. 

2. The Incouragement propounded to ſuch Believers, drawn 
from the Ability of Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Name they go to the 'Es 72 meu7a- 
Father toſave them to the uttermoſt, 3. e. fully, perfectly, com- = CC Ex 4 T3 
pleatly 3 for ſo this empharical word, 4s Tb mewn, fignifies, ppntt%s ©! 
the ſaving us wholly, throughly, compleatly, and altagether giv- ;«, ſubjects 
ing our Salyation its laſt Ac and Complement. mareri3 non 

3. The ground or reafon of this his ſaving Ability : Seeing he differune.Nam 
ever liveth to make interceſſion 5 3, e. he hath not only offered up his cnn —_ 
Blood to God upon the Tree, as a full price to purchaſe Pardon {.,... ex en; | 
and Grace for Believers, but lives in Heaven, and that for ever, ris fignificar; 
to apply unto us in the way of interceſſion, all che Fruits, Blef- 7257:245 non 
fings and Benefits that that precious Blood of his deſerves, and mo ioeam, 
hatch procured as a price for them. The words thus opened, that ,imou.s” 
Point I ſhall ſingle out from among many that lie in them, As perte&tionem: 


moſt ſutable to my defign and purpoſe, is this ; Camero. 


Do&t. That eſs our High-Prieft lives for ever, in the capacity of & 
potent Interceſſor in Heaven for Believers. 


Here we will inquire, Firf, What it is for Chriſt to be an In- 
terceſlor. Second, By what Acts he performs that Work in 
Heaven. Thirdly, Whence the potency and prevalency of his 
Interceflion is. Foxrthly, and laſtly, How he lives for ever to 
make Interceſſion for us. "a 

Firft, What itis for Chriſt to be an Interceſſor for us. To in- 

SD tercect 


Sce Deodat1, 
and our Eng- 
liſh Annot. 1n 
loc. 
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tercede in general, is to go betwixt two Parties, to intreat, argue, 
and plead with one for the other. And of this there are two 
ſorts; 1. Ex charitate, ut fratres, that whereby one Chriſtian prays 
and pleads with God for another, 1 Tim. 2.1. 2. Ex efficio media» 
torio, that whereby Chriſt, as an at of Office, preſents himlelf be- 
fore God to requeſt for us. Betwixt theſe two is this difference, 
that the former is performed not in our own, but another's Name 
we can tender no requeſt to God immediately,or for our own ſake, 
either for aur ſelves or for others : Joh. 16.2 3. whatſoever ye ſhall 
ask the Father in my Name, he will give it you. But the latter, which 
is proper to Chriſt, is an interceſſion with God for us, in his own 
Name. and upon the account of his proper Merit 3. the one is a 
private act of Charity, the other a publick a& of Office : And (o 
he isour Advocate or Court-friend, as Satan 1s our Accuſer or 
Court-adverſary. . Satan is 9 «n134G-, one that charges us be- 
fore God, 1 Pet. 5.-8. and continually endeavours to-make Brea- 
ches between us and God. Chriſt is o 77zeguMlGy, our Ar- 
rorney, Advocate or Lidger, that pleads for us, and continues 
peace and friendſhip between us and God : 1 John 2. 2.. f ay 


Man ſin, me have an Advocate with the Father, Teſm Chriſt the righ- 


Teoma. 

And thus to make interceſſion, is the peculiar and incommu- 
ntcable Prerogative of Jeſus Chriſt : None but he can go 1a his 
own Name to God. And in that ſenſe we are to underſtand that 
place, Ezeh. 44. 2, 3. Then ſaid the Lord unto me, This Gate ſhall 
be ſhut, it ſhall not be opened, and no Man ſhall enter in by it ; becauſe 
the Lord the God of Iſrael hath entred in by it, therefore it [hall be ſhat. 
Tt is for the Prince, the Prince he ſhall fit i it, to eat bread before 
the Lord, &c. The great broad Gate, called here the Prince's Gare, 
ſignifies that abundant and dire& entrance that Chriſt had into 
Heaven, by his own Merits, and in his own Name; this, faith 
the Lord, ſhall be ſhat, no Man ſhall enter in by it ; all other 
Men muſt come thither, as it were, by. collateral or fide doors, 
which looked all cowards the Altar, viz. by virtue of the Media- 
tor, and through the benefit of his Death imputed to them. 

And yet tho God hath for ever thut up and barr'd this way to 
all the Children of Men, telling us that no Man ſhall ever have. 
acceſs to him in his own Name, as Chriſt the Prince had : How 
do ſome notwithſtanding, ſtrive to force open the Prince's Gate? 


Pet. Lombard. $0 do they that found the interceſſion of Saints upon their own 
kb.4. dift.q 5. 


Works and Merits, thereby robbing Chriſt of his peculiar _ 5 
ut 
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but all that ſo approach God, approach a devouring fire : Chriſt 
only in the virtue of his Blood thus comes betore him, to make 
incerceſhon for us. 

Secexdly, We will inquire wherein the Intercefſion of Chriſt Quid verd fi- 
in Heaven conſiſts, or by what Ads he performs this glorious Of- 2 ve hic 
fice there. And the Scriptures place it in three things : k wap lc oag 
Tem 3 38, videndum eft. Reſpicir ad 4piderywe ponticis vereris, qui ingreilus intra ve- 
lum, dicebarur apparere 1n conſpettu Dei pro populo, quatenus fe cum 1anguine hirct pjaciu- 
laris praſentabar Deo, & precibus {us ſupplex orabat, ut propter fanguinem non illum Hirci- 
num, fed illo reprafentatum, Chriſt: Mediatoris tundendum, propirius effet peccatis ſuis, &. 
popult. Do#. Parews in loc, 


I. In his preſenting himſelf before the Loyd in our Names, and upon 

94r accounts. SO weread in Heb, g. 24. Chriſt is entred into Hea- 

wen it ſelf, now to appear in the preſence of God for us. The Apoſtle 

manifeſtly alludes to the High-Prieſt's appearing in the Holy of 

Holies, which was the figure of Heaven, preſenting to the Lord 

the Names of the twelve Tribes of [/-ae/, which were on his 

Breaſt and Shoulders, Exod.28.9,12,28,29, To which the Church 

is ſuppoſed to allude in that requeſt, Canr.8.6. Set me as a Segl up- 

01 thine Heart, as a Seal upon thine Arm, Now the very fight of 

Chriſt, our High-Prieſt in Heaven, prevails exceedingly with 

God, and turns away his diſpleaſure from us. As when God looks 

upon the Rainbow, which is the Sign of the Covenant, he re- 

members the Earth in Mercy : So when he looks on Chriſt, his 

heart muſt needs be towards us upon his account ; and therefore 

i 4- 3. Chriſt is compared to a Rainbow,encompaſiing the 

rone. . 
2. Chriſt periorms his Interceſon-work in Heaven, not by a 

naked appearing in the preſence of God only, but alſo 4y pre- 

ſenting his Blood, and all his Sufferings to God, as a moving Plea on our Voluncare ac 

account, Whether he make any proper oral Interceſfion there, as {{derio ſuo 

he did on Eatth, is not ſo clear; ſome incline ro it, and think it's 1qmogum in 

countenanced by Zech. 1. 12,13. where Chriſt our Interceſlor terris anrea 

preſents a proper vocal Requeſt to the Farther, in the behalf of his fecerar, ira 8 

People; ſaying, O Lord of Hoſts, How long wilt thou not have Mercy on 12 Celis apud 

Jeruſalem,and on the Cities of Judah, againſt whom thou haſt had indig- —_ Be ewag 

nation theſe threeſcore and ten Years ? And the Lord anſwered him with aq. efficaci- 

good ana comfortable words, And ſo, Acts 2.23. As ſoon as he came am nobis ad 

to Heaven, he is ſaid (and that as the firſt Fruits of his Interce(- falucem appli- 

{t9n) to-obtain the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, But ſure I am, an in- Of poſtulzr. . 

terceding Voice is by an uſual Pre/opepeia attributed to his m—_— Thetk 4 
which 


Alizn, Hiſt. 
11.5. CAP+1 9. 


'Deodati in loc. 


for the Work he is engaged in there. Whatever is delirable in 


— 
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which in Heb. 12. 24. is (aid to ſpeak better things than the Blood of 
Abel, Now Abel's Blood, and {o Chriſt's, do cry unto Gog, as 
the Hire of the Labourers unjuſtly detained, or the whole Crea- 
tion, which is in bondage through our Sins, is ſaid to cry and 
groan in the ears of the Lord, 7am. 5.4. Rom.8, 22, not vocally, 
but efficaciouſly. A rare illuſtration of this efficacious Interceſ- 
fion of Chriſt in Heaven, we have in that famous ſtory of Amin- 
tas, who appeared as an Advocate for his Brother e&chy/ws, who 
was ſtrongly accuſed, and very likely to be condemned to die. 
Now Amintas having performed great ſervices, and merited high- 
ly of the Common-Wealth, in whoſe ſervice one of his Hands 
was cut off in the Field ; he comes into the Court on his Bro- 
ther's behalf, and ſaid nothing, but only lifted up his Arm, and 
ſhewed them cubitum ſine manu, an Arm without a Handz which 
ſo moved them, that (without a word ſpeaking) they freed his 
Brother immediately. 

And thus if you look into Rev, F- 6. you ſhall ſee in what 
poſture Chriſt is repreſented viſtonally there, as ſtanding between 
Godand us: And 1 beheld, and lo, in the midſt of the Throne, and 
four Beaſts, and in the midſt of the Elders flood a Lamb as it had 
been ſlain; i, e. bearing in his glorified Body the marks of his 
Death and Sacrifice. Thoſe Wounds he received for our Sins 
on.Earth, are, as it were, ſtill freſh bleeding in Heaven: A mov- 
ing and prevailing Argument it is with the Father, to give out 
the Mercies he pleads for. 

3. And laſtly, He preſents the Prayers of his Saints to God, with 


bis Merits and acfires that they may for his ſake be granted, He 
cauſes a Cloud of Incenſe to aſcend before with them, Rev. 


$. 3. All theſe wereexcellently typed out by the going in of the 
High-Prieſt before the Lord, with the Names of the Children 
of 1/-ae! on his Breaſt, with the Blood of the Sacrifice, and his 
—_— _ of Incenſe, as the Apoſtle explains them in Heb. 7. 
and Heb. 9. 

Thirdly, And that this Interceſhon of Chriſt is moſt potent, 
ſucceſsful, and prevalent with God, will be evinced both from 
the Qualifications of this our Advocate, from his om Intereſt in 
the Father, from the Nature of the Pleas he ufech with God, 
and from the Relation and Intereſt Believers have, both in the Fa- 
ther to whom, and the Son by whom this Interceſſion is made. 

I. Our Interceſſor in the Heavens is every way able and fit 


an 
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an Advocate, is in him eminently. It is neceſ{lary that he who un- 

dertakes to plead the Cauſe of another, eſpecially if it be weigh- 

ty and intricate, ſhould be wile, faithful, render-hearced, and one 

that concerns himlelf in the ſacceſs of his Buſineſs. Our Advo- 

cate Chriſt wants no Wiſdom to manage his Work ; he is the 

Wiſdom of God, yea, only wiſe, Jude 25. There's much folly in 

the beſt of our Duties, we know not how to preſs an Argument 

home with God ; but Chriſt hath the art of ir. Our bulineſs is X 

in a wiſe hand : he is no lefs fairhful, than wile ; therefore he is 

called a faithfnl High- Prieſt in things pertaining to God, Heb. 2, 17. 

He aſſures us we may ſafely truſt 5ur Concerns with him, 7obz 

14. 2, In my Father's hoaſe are many Manſions ;, if it were nst (o, I 

would have told you 3 q. 4, Do you think ] will deceive you 2 Men 

may cheat you, ber | will not; your own Hearts may, and daily 

do deceive you 3 but ſo wil! not I. And for tender-heartednefs, 

and ſenſible reſentments of our conditions, there is none like 

him : Heb. 4. 15. For we have not an High-Prieſt which cannot be 

touched with the feeling of our Infirmities 5 but was in all points temp- ; 

ted like as we are, yet without ſin, We have not one that cannot * Araury 
ſympathize, { it is in the Greek : And on purpoſe that he might 2272, 
be the better able to ſympathize with us, he came as near to our weep, cy grieve 
conditions, as the holineſs of his Nature could permit. He ſuf- nw, as he did 


fered himſelf to be in all potnrs tempted like as we are, fin only 7 Earth, yer - 
| he can love now 


EXCEP ted. as much as ever* 
he loved ; and therefore he looks down. from Heaven up every particular Member ; He ſeeth that 
this Man wants this Grace, and that Man wants that ;, and the other is in danger of this corrupti-- 
on, or that temptation : and he 4s daily cariying on the Cure, You ſee not your Phyſician, he ftands 
out of *your fight ;, but he ſeeth. you, and it is he that detn all for you that is dime, Baxter's Trea-- 


tiſe of Conver ron, 


And then for his concernment and intereſt-in the ſucceſs of his 
Suit ; he not only reckons, but hath really made it his own Inte- 
reſt, yea, more his own than it 1s ours : For now by reaſon of 
the myſtical Union, all our wancs and troubles are his, Zph.1.23. 
yea, his own glory and compleatneſs as Mediator, is deeply in- 
tereſſed in it 3 and therefore we need not doubt bur he will ufe 
all care and diligence in that Work. If you ſay, ſo he may, and 
yet not ſpeed for all that, for it depends on the Father's Grant :: 
Trae, but then, | | 

2. Confider the great Tntereſt he hath in the Father, with- 
whom he ſo intercedes. Chriſt is his de.zy Son, Co/.1. I 3: the be-- 
loved of his Soul, Eph: 1. 6.. Betwixt him and the Father, _ 
WORM i 
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whom he intercedes, there is an unity, not only of Nature, but 
Will ; and fo he always hears him, oh. 1 1. 42. Yea, and he ſaid 
ro this his dear Son, when he came firſt to Heaven, 45k of me, 
and | will give tee, Plal. 2. 8, Moreover, 

3. He muſt needs ſpeed in his Suit, if you conſider the Nature 
of his Intercefſion, which is juſt and reaſonable for the marcer, 
urgent and continual for the manner of ic. The matter of his Re- 
queſt is moſt equal : what he defires, is not delired gratz, or 
upon terms unbecoming the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of God 
to grant 3 he deſires no more but what he hath deſerved, and 
given a valuable conſideration to the Father tor. And fo the Ju(- 
tice of God doth not on:y not oppoſe, but furthers and pleads 
for the granting and fulfilling his Requeſts. 

Here you muſt remember that the Father is ander a Covenant- 
tie and Bond to do what he asks ; for Chriſt having fully per- 
formed the Work on his part, the Mercies he intercedes for, are 
as due as the hire of the Labourer is when the Work is faithfull 
done. And as the matter is juſt, ſo the manner of his Interc Fd 
on is urgent and continual. How importunate a Suiter he is, may 
be eafily gathered from that ſpecimen or handfſel given of it in 
70h,17. and for the conſtancy of it, my Text tells us, he ever lives to 
make interceſſion : "Tis his great buſineſs in Heaven, and he follows 
it cloſe. Andto cloſe all, R 

4. Conſider who they are for whom he makes Interceſſion : 
The Friends of God, the Children of God ; thoſe that the Fa- 
ther himſelf loves, and his Heart is propenſe and ready enough 
co grant the beſt and greateſt of Mercies to : Which is the mean- 
ing of 7ohn 16, 26, 27. the Father himſelf loveth you, And it muſt 
needs be ſo, for the firſt Corner-ſtone of all theſe Mercies was 
laid by the Father himſelf in his moſt free Ele&tion. He alſo de- 
livered his Son for us 3 and how ſhall he not with him freely give 

8 all things? Rom. 8. 32. Sothen, there can remain no doubt 
upon a conſidering heart, but Chriſt is a prevalent and ſucceſsful 
Interceflor in Heaven. There only remains one thing more to 
be ſatisfied, and thar is, 

Fourthly, In what ſenſe he is ſaid to live for ever to make in- 
terceſſion. Shall he then be always at his Work ? imployed in 
begging new Favours for us to Eternity > How then {hall che 
People of God be perfe in Heaven, if there be need of Chriſt's 
Interceſſion to Eternity for them ? 

Ianſwer, by diſtinguiſhing the eſſence and ſubſtance of _ 
| Othces, 
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Offices, from the way and manner of Adminiſtration. In the firſt 
ſenſe it is eternal: for his mediatory Kingdom, as to the eflence 
of it, is to abide for ever 3 Chriſt ſhall never ceaſe to be a Media- 
cor 3 the Church ſhall never want a Head: For of bis Kingdom there 
{all be no end, Luk. 1. 33. However, Chriſt, as Mediator, being 
employed in a kind of ſubordinate way, 1 Cor. 3.23. when he 
{hall have accompliſhed that deſign for which he became a Medi- 
ator, Then ſhall he deliver np the Kingdom (in the fenle we ſpake 
before) to the Father ;, and ſo God ſhall be all in all, 1 Cor. 1 F- 24. 
Then ſhall the Divinity of Chrift, which was ſo emptied and ob- 
ſcured in his undertaking this temporary diſpenſatory Kingdom, 
be more gloriouſly manifeſted, by tlie fall poſſeſſon, uſe and en- 
joyment of that natural, divine, eternal Kingdom, which belongs 
to all the three co-eflential and co-equal Perſons, reigning with the 
fame Power, Majeſty and Gtory in the unicy of the divine E{- 
ſence, and common Acts, in all, and over all, infinitely, and im- 
mutably for ever. | 

And fo Chriſt continues to be our Mediator ; and yet that af- 
fords no Argument.that our Happineſs ſhall be incompleat, but 
rather argues the Perfection: of the Charch, which thenceforch 
{hall be governed no more as now itis, nor have any farther uſe 
of Ordinances, but ſhall be ruled more immediately, gloriouſly, 
criumphantly aad ineffably in the Werld to come: The ſubſtance 
of his Mediatorſhip is not changed, bur the manner of the Ad- 
miniſtration only. | 

Uſe I. 

Doth Chriſt live for ever in Heaven to preſent his Blood co God 
in the way of Interceffion for Believers? How ſad then 3s their caſe, 
#hat have no intereſt in Chriſt's Bloods, but inſtead of pleading for them it 
cries to God againſt them, as the deſpiſers and abuſers of it ! Every Un- 
believer deſpiſes it; The Apoſtate treads it under toot. He that 
is an 7*terceſſor for ſome, will be an Acce/er of others. To be 
guilty of a Man's Blood, is ſad; but to have the Blood of Je- 
ſus accuſing, and crying to God againſt a Soul, is unſpeakably ter- 
rible. Surely when he ſhall make inquiſition for Blood, when 
the day of his Vengeance is come, he will make it appear by the 
Judgments he will execute, that this 1s 2 Sin never to be expiated, 
but Vengeance ſhall purſue the Sinner to the bottom of Hs. 
Ah what do Men and Women do, in reje&ing the gracious Ot- 
fers of Chriſt !' What, tread upon a Saviour! and caſt Contempr 


by unbelief and hardneſs of heart upon their only Remedy ! I re- 
i a member 


145 
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member I have read of a Harlot that kill'd her Child, and ſaid 


thatit ſmiled upon her when ſhe weat to ſtab it. Sinner, doth nor 
Chriſt ſmile upon thee, yern upon thee in the Goſpel ?and wilt thou 
25 it were ſtab him to the heart by thine Infidelity 2 Wo, and alas 
for that Man, againſt whom = Blood cries in Heaven ! 

TV/e 2, 

Doth Chriſt live for ever to make Interceſſion? Hence let Be- 
lievers fetch relief, and draw encenragement againſt all the cauſes and 
grounds of their Fears and Troubles ; for ſurely this anſwers them all. 

T1. Hence let them be encouraged agalnſt all cheir fl 1njirmi- 
ties, and lamented Weakneſles. 'Tis confefled, theſe are fad 
things 3 they grieve the Spirit of God, ſadden your own Hearts, 
cloud your Evidences 3 but having ſuch a High-prieſt in Heaven, 
can never be your ruin. T1 Joh. 2. 1, 2. 24 little Children, theſe 
things write I unto you, that you fin not: . And if anyman ſin, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, feſws Chriſt the righteous, [My little 
Children] Children, eſpecially liccle Children, when farſt begin- 
ning to take the foot, are apt to ſtumbleat every ſtraw 3 ſo are 
raw, young, and unexperienced Chriſtians: hut what if they do? 
Why tho it muſt be far from them to take incouragement ſo to 
do, from Chriſt and his Interceſſion; yet it by furprizal, they ſo 
fin, let them not be utterly diſcouraged: for we have an Advocate, 
he ſtops whatever Plea may be brought in againſt us by the De- 
vil, or the Law; and anſwers all by his Satisfaction: He gets our. 
freſh Pardons for new Sins. And this Advocate is with { the Fa- 
ther] he doth not ſay with his Father, tho that had been a ſingular 
ſupport in it (elf, nor yet with our Father, which is a ſweet en- 
couragement {ingly conſidered, but with [the Father ] which takes 
in both, to make the encouragement full. Remember, ye that are 
caſt down under the ſenſe of fin, that Jeſus your Friend in the 
Court above, # able to ſave to the uttermoſt, Which is, as one 
calls it, areaching Word, and extends it (elf fo far, that thou 
canſt not Took beyond ic. © Let thy ſoul be ſer on the higheſt 
* Mount that any Creature was ever. yet ſet on, and inlarged to 
** take in view the moſt ſpacious proſpect both of Sin and Miſery, 
* and difficulties of being ſaved, that ever yet any. poor hamb/e 
& ſoul did caſt within it ſelf; yea, join to theſe all the Hindrances 
*« and Objections that the Heart of Man can invent againſt it ſelf, 
<« and Salvation : lift upthine eyes, and look to the utmoſt thou 
*© canſt fee; and Chriſt by his laterceſſion is able to ſave thee 
** beyond the Horizon and utmoſt compats of thy Thoughts, even 
*© to the utmoſt, 2. Hence 
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2. Hence draw abundant encouragement againſf alt Heart- 

ftraitnings, and acadneſs of Spirit in Prayer, Thou complaineſt 

thy Heart is dead, wandriffg, and contracted in duty. O but re- 

member Chriſt's Blood ſpeaks, when thou canſt not ; it can plead 

for thee, and tharpowertfully, when thou arc not able to (peak a 

word for thy ſelf: to this ſenſe that Scripture ſpeaks, Carr. 3.6. 

who is this that cometh out of the Wilderneſs in Pillars of Smoke, perfum- 

ed with Myrrh, and Frankincenſe, all the Powaers of the Merchant ? The 

Duties of Chriſtians go up. many times, as Pillars or Clouds of 

ſmoke from them, more Smoke than Fire, Prayers ſmoked, and 

ſullied with their offenſive corruptions: but remember, Chriſt per- 

fumes them with Myrrh, &c. he by his Interceſſion gives them 

a ſweet perfume. If Teſt be the 
3. Chriſt's Interceſſion is a ſingular relief to all that come unto ;;Z;;;%, of tt 

God by him, againſt al ſinful Damps, and ſlauiſh Fears from the Fuſ- New Covenant, 

tice of God, Nothing more promotes the fear of Reverence; -no- 5*lievers may 

thing more ſuppreſſech elleving Deſpondencies, and deſtroys ©? . ##* #21d- 

the ſpirit of Bondage. So you find it, Heb. 10. 19, 20, 21. Ha- 37” Tice 

Ving therefore, Brethren, boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt, by the Blood of God in 

of Feſus, by a new and living way, which he hath conſecrated for us the face; for 

through the Vail, that is to ſay, his Fleſh; and having an High-Prieſt 1" Debt is [a- 

over the Houſe of God, let ws draw near with a true Heart, & TA*00Pogic eo 

mTic+*©55, in full aſſurance of Faith : Or let us come unto God, as net þe flats 

a Ship comes with full} fail into the Harbour. .O what a direc 5 the Priſon- 

and full gale of encouragement doth this Interceſſion of Chriſt 4997 in the. 

give to the poor Soul that lay a-ground, or was wind-bound be- EY | 698 i 

fore? paid he Dibp. 

he dares come ( as you (uy) and whet his Knife at the Counter-door. _ Chriſt your Surety hath paid 

the Debt ; you may go with boldneſs, and look Fuſtice in the face; the Devil, and all the Serjeants 

of Hell in the face. Myr. W. B. in his Treatiſe of Chrift and the Covenant, p. 98. 


4. The Interceſſion of Chriſt gives admirable fatisfaftion, and 
encouragement to all that come to God, againſt the fears of de- 
ſerting him again by Apoſtacy. This, my Friends, chis is your 
principal ſecurity againſt theſe matters'of Fear. With this he 
relieves Peter, Luk. 22. 31, 32. Simon, (faith Chriſt) Satan hath 
deſired to have you, that he may ſift you as Wheat ;, but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy Faith fail not. q. d. Satan will fan thee, not to get 
out thy Chaff, but boule out thy Flower : His temptations are 
levell'd againſt thy Faith ; but fear not, my Prayer ſhall break his 
Deſigns, and ſecure thy Faith from all his artemprs upon it. Up- 


on this powerful Intercefſion of Chriſt, the Apoſtje builds nis 
7 LE tri- 


- 
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triumph againſt all that threatens to bring him, or any of the 
Saints, again into a ſtate of Condemnation. And ſee how he 
drives on that Triumph, from the Reſurrection, and ſeflion of 
Chriſt at the Father's right hand 3 and eſpecially from the work of 
Interceſſion, which he lives there to perform : Rom. 8. 34 35. 
Who is he that condemneth ? it's Chriſt that died ; yea, rather that's riſen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion 
far uw, Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt ? 

5. It gives (weet relief againſt the defefts and wants that yet are in 
enr Sanitification, We want a great deal of Faith, Love, Heaven- 
ly-mindedneſs, Mortification, Knowledg. We are ſhort, and 
wanting in all. There are the v5 guar, the Remains, or things 
wanting, as the Apoſtle calls them, 1 The/.3.10. Well, if Grace be 
but yet in its weak beginnings,and infancy in thy Soul, this may in- 
courage, that by reaſon of Chriſt's Intercefſion, it ſhall live, grow, 
and expatiate it ſelf in thy heart. Heis not only the Author, but 
the Finiſher of it, Heb. 12.2. He is ever begging new and freſh 
Mercies for you, in Heaven; and willnever be quier till all your 
wants be ſupplied. He ſaves &*!s 70 mwile\ts, to the uttermeſt, 3. e. 
as I told you before, to the laſt, perfetive, compleating att of 
Salvation. So that this is a TR of Reliet againſt all your Fears. 

© Jo 

DothyChriſt live for ever to wok Tntercefſion ? thes let thoſe who 
reap 0n Earth the Fruits of that his work in Heaven, draw Inſtruftion 
thence about the following Duties to which it leads them as by the hand, 

He doth not 1. Do not forget Chriſt inan exalted ſtate. You ſee tho he be in 
forget u,tho he a]] the Glory above, at God's right Hand, anenthron'd King, he 
> "_ rg fo doth not forget you: He like 7o/eph remembers his Brethren in all 
1: mz Hike bis Glory. But alas, how oft doth Advancement make us forger 
the poor ſity Him ? as the Lord complains in Hoſea 13.5, 6, I did know thee in 
Cveatures that the Wilderneſs, inthe Land of great Drought : but: when they came 
earn't bear eX- into Canaan, According to their Paſtures, ſo were they filleds they were 
altation Wi _ filled, 4nd: their Heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me. 
out being puffed ; A h 
up, and forget- AS if he had ſaid, O my people, you and I were better acquaint- 
ring both them- ed in the Wilderneſs, when you were in a low condition, left 
felves, their tomy immediate Care, living by daily Faith z O- then you gave 


Hem x1 _ me many a ſweet viſit 3 but now you are filled, I hear no more 


his Exaltation #s Spiritual and Heavenly,perfe&ing his human Nature to the greateſt height it is capable 
of he was never more tender of Jeruſalem when he wept over it, or of his People when he 


wept, bled, and died for them, than he js now tender over bis in Glory. Mr. Baxter's Treatiſe of 
Converſion, Þ. 184. 


of 
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of you. Good had it been for ſome Saints, if they had never 
known Proſperity. : 

2. Let the Interceſſion of Chriſt in Heaven for you, encourage you to 
conftancy in the good ways of God. To this duty it ſweetly encourages 
alſo. Heb. 4. 14. Seeing then that we have a great High- Prieſt that 
is paſſed into the Heavens, feſus the Son of God, let us hold faſt owr Pro 
feſſiokn, Here is incouragement to perſeverance on a double ac- 
count. Oae is, that Jeſus our Head is already in Heaven ; and if 
the Head be above water, the Body cannot drown. The other 
is from the bulineſs he is there imployed about, whichis his 
Prieſthood; he is paſſed into the Heavens, as our great High- 
prieſt, to intercede; and therefore we cannot miſcarry. 

3. Let it incourage you to conſtancy in Prayer : O do not negle&t 
that excellent Duty, ſeeing Chriſt is there to preſent all your Pe- 
- titzonsto God) yea, to perfume as well -as preſent them. So the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 4.16. infers from Chriſt's Interceſſion z Let us there- 


fore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and 


find Grace to help in the time of need, 

4. Hence be encouraged to plead for Chriſt on Earth, who continually 
pleads for you in Heaven, It any accuſe you, he is there to plead for 
you: And if any diſhonour him on Earth, ſee that you plead his 
Intereſt; and defend his Honour. Thus you have heard what his 
Interceſſion is, and what benefits we receive by it. 

Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, 


ti. 
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the ſatisfatti- 
W on of Chriſt, 
being the firſt 


Gar, III. v 3» prencipal ef- 


ett or fruit 


Chriſt bath redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, Hf his Prieft- 


being made a Curſe for us. beod. 


Chriſt's Prieſthood, viz. his O#latien, and Interceſſion. 
Before you- part from this Office, it's neceflary you 


ſhould farther take into conſideration the principal fruits = - 
e 


OU have ſeen vo ger nature, neceflity, and parts of 
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feRs of his Prieſthood z which are, compleat Satzfaio, and the 
Acquiſition or Purchaſe of an Erernal Inherirance. The former, 
vize the Satisfaftion made by his Blood, is manifeſtly contained in 
this excellent Scripture before us, wherein the Apoſ/e (having 
ſhewn before, at ver. 10. that wholoever continues not in all things, 
written in the Law to do them, ts curſed) declares how notwith- 
ſtanding the threats of the Law, a Believer comes to be freed from 
the Curſe of it, namely, by Chriſt's bearing that Curſe for him, 
and fo ſatisfying God's Juſtice, and diſcharging the Believer from 
all Obligations tc Puniſhment. 

More particularly, in- theſe words you have the Believer's 
diſcharge from the Curſe of the Law, and the way and manner 
thereot opened. : 

1. The Believer's Diſcharge z Chriſt hath redeemed us from' the 
Curſe of the Law, The Law of God hath three parts, Commands, 
Promiſes,and Threatnings or Curſes. The Curſe of the Law is its 
condemning Sentence, whereby a Sinner 1s bound over to Death, 
even the Death of Soul and Body, The Chain by which it binds 
him, is the Guilt of Sin; and from which none can looſe the Soul 
bur Chriſt. This Curſe of the Law is the moſt dreadful thing 
imaginable; it trikes at the Life of the Sinner, yea, his belt Life, 
theeternal Life of the Soul ; and when it hath condemned, it is 
inexorable, no Cries, nor Tears, no Reformations, or Repen- 
tance can looſe theguilty Sinner 3 for it requires for its Reparation 
that which no meer Creature can give,even an infinite Satisfaction. 
Now from this Curſe Chriſt frees the Believer ; that is, he dif- 
ſolves rhe Obligation to Puniſhment, cancels the Hand-writing, 
looſes all the Bonds and Chains of Guile, fo that the Curſe of 
the Law hath nothing to do with him fur ever. 

Quemadme- 2, Wehavehere the way and manner in and by which this is 
cum 92.7 Jone 3 and that is bya full Price paid down, and that Price paid 
t, captivum © | ; 4 
redimir, ſe ya- 4 the room of the Sinner 3 borh making up a compleac and full 
dem conſtiru- -Satisfaftion, He pays a tull Price, every way adequate and pro- 
endo; & in- portionable to-the Wrong. So much this word 1s 9 yore ory, 
—_ vincu- which we tranſlate redeemed, imports; he hath bought us out, or 
= ira Chrif- fully bought us; that is, by a full Price. This Price with which 
rus legiſervan- he {o fully bought or purchaſed our Freedom from the Curſe, is 
dz obnoxius not only called AUTp?', ar.zo.28.. or Ranſom, but more empha- 
efſe voluir, ut rxcally ormwſov,in 1 Tim,z2.5,6. Which might be trarflated an ade- 
nob!s mmuni- ae or fully anſwerable Ranſom. ' And fo kis freeing us by this 

catem acquire- - gas 6 = | 
ret. Calvin Price, isnot only expreſſed by #6;xoms 779 ©19 ning, Thr baſt 
Gal. 4. | bought 
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bought us to God by thy Blood, Rev. 5. 9. but Sy ywpaoew 1s, he 
hath fully, perfe&ly bought us our. | 

And as the Price or Ranſom paid was full, perfect, and ſuffici- 
ent in it ſelf; ſo it was paid in our room, and upon our account : 
So ſaith the Text, By his being made 4 Curſe for 3 the meaning is 
not, that Chriſt was made the very Curle it ſelf, changed into a Faaus effe 4;- 
Curſe; no more than when the Word is ſaid to be' made Fleſh, the cirur maledic- 
Divine Nature was converted into Fleſh, but it aflumed or took rum, & pecca- 
Fleſh; and ſo Chriſt he took the Curſe upon himſelf, Therefore *® 3 > 
it's ſaid, 2 Cor. 5.21. He was maae Sin for u who knew ne Sin bs 
that is, our Sin was imputed t9 our Surety, and laid upon him for facus eſt, /e. 
Satisfaction. And ſothis word «2Þ [for] implies a ſubſtitution formaliter ma- 
of one in the place and ſtead of another. Now the Price being {<4i&um ; fed 
full, and paid in lieu of our Sins, and thereupon we fully redeem- —_—_— 
ed or delivered from the Curſe; ic follows, as a fair and juſt impurarum 


Deduction, That | eſt. Cyrillus. 


Dot. The Death of Chriſt hath made a full ſatisfaftion to God for 
all the Sins of his Ele, | 


He (to wit our Surety C| Iriſt) was oppreſſed, and he was afflifted, 
faith the Prophet, 1/a. 5 3- 7. it may be as fitly rendred, (and the 
words will bear it without the leaſt force) it was exatted, and he 
anſwered. But how, being either way tranſlated, ic eſtabliſheth 
the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, may be ſeen in our learned Annotations 
on that place. So Col. 1. 14. is whom we have &mo\UTgony Ie TS. | 
cu ce G-, Redemption through his Blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sin, 
Here we have the benefit, viz, Redemption, interpreted by way of 
appoſition, even the remiſſion of ſinsz, and the matchleſ(s Price that 
was laid down to purchaſe it, the Blood of Chriſt.. So again, 
Heb. 9. 12. By his own blood he entred once into the holy place, havi 
obtained, ou1cvicv AuTCOOV, eternal Redemption for us, Here's eterna 
Redemption, the Mercy purchaſed 5 his own Blood, the Price 
that procur'd. it. 

Now for as muchas this Dodrine of Chriſt's SatisfaRion is ſo 
neceſſary, weighty, and comfortable in it ſelf, and yet ſo much 
oppoſed and intricated by ſeveral Enemies to itz the Method.I 
ſhall take for the clearing, eſtabliſhing, and preparing it for uſe, 


ſhall be, 
Firſt, To open the »atwre of Chriſt's Satisfaction, and ſhew 


what It 1S- 
Secondly, 
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Secoxdly, To eſtabliih the rratb of it, and prove that he made 
ful! Satisfaction to God for all the Sins of the Ele. 
 Thirdy, To aniwer the moſt conſiderable 0hjetiomr wade a- 
gain(t it, 
And Laſtly to Apply ir. 
iChat Divine Firſt, What is the Satisfaction of Chriſt, and what doth it im- 
Satisfaction #. ply? I anſwer, Satisfadtien is the AFF of Chriſt, God-man, preſenting 
| himſelf 4s our Sarety, in obedience to God, and love torus; to do, and (uf- 
fer all that the Law required of ns, and thereby freeing us from the Wrath, 
and Curſe due to us for our Sins, 
cxrefabtio hac » 1+ 1f 15 UE Act of God-man 3 no other was capable of giving 
valorem habu- Satisfaction for an infinite Wrong done to God. Burt by reaſon 
* it ſufficients, of the union of the two Natures in his wondertul.Perſon, he could 
& aliqua rati- doe, and hath done it for us. The human Nature did what was 
one 1nnmn : neceſfary in its kind 3 it gave the matter of the Sacrifice : the di- 
pratog Re” vine Nature ſtampt the dignity and value upon it, which made it 
qui fuir Deus, an adequate Compenſation : So that it was opus 0vo\ eixov, the 
2. A dignitate a&t of God-manz yet ſo, thateach Nature retained its own pro- 
& przſtantia perties, notwithſtanding their joint influence into the effect. It 
—— the Angels in Heaven had laid down their Lives ; or if the Blood 
metipſim, Of all the Men in the World had been poured out by Juftice, this 
Deum & ho- could never have fatisfied; becaufe chat «f£iwns, worth and value 
minem. 3- A which this Sacrifice hath, would have ſtill been wanting. It was 
modo offeren- (God rhat redeemed the Church with his own Blood, AR. 20. 28, If 
= 'T bu God redeem with his own Blood, he redeems as God-man, with- 
perfe&tio infu- OM any diſpute. TE bit 
it, ratione hy-. 2, If he ſatisfy God for us; he muſt preſent himſelf before 
poſtaticz uni- God, as our Surety, in ourftead, as well as for our good 3 elſe his 
onts. Pr-4rs- obedience had (ignitied nothing to us: to this end he was made wr 
Meats P-9** der the Law, Gal. 4. 4. comes under the fame obligation with us, 
and that as a Surety, for ſo he is called, - Heb, 7. 22, -: Indeed his 
Obedience and Sufferings could be exacted from him upon'no 0- 
ther account. It was not for any thing 'he had done, that he be- 
came a Curſe. It was propheſied of him, Dan. 9.-26. The Me/- 
fah ſhall be cat off, but not for himſelf: and being dead, the Scriptures 
plainly aſlert, it was for oar fins, and upon our account : So 1 Cer. 
15. 3. Chriſt died for'oxr fins according to the Scriptures. | 
Andit's well obſerved by our Divines, who aflert the Vicege- 
rency and Subſtitution of Chriſt in his Sufferings, that all thoſe 
Greek Particles which we tranſlate [tor } when a; plied ro the 
Sufferings of Chriſt, do note the meritorious, deſervinz, procu- 
ring 
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ring Cauſe of thoſe Sufferings. So you find Heb. 1o. 12, He of- 
fered one Sacrifice, "2p %puogeTio!, for Sins, 1 Per. 3.18, Chriſt 
once ſuffered, 2 }, for ſms, Rom. 4. 25. He was delivered We, for 
our Offences. Mat.20.28, He gave his Life a Ranſom, «li, for many. 
And there are that confidently affirm this laſt Particle is never 
uſed in any other ſenſe in the whole Book of God : As as Eye 
for an Eye, a Tooth for a Toth, i.e. one in lieu of another. Juſt 
as thoſe whom the Greeks called «il;wyci, Men that exchanged 
their Lives, or gave Life for Lite; taking down their own to 
deliver another's, as Philamene did for Ariſtides, And fo the 
Poet Yirgil ſpeaks ; | 
Si fratrem Pollnux alterna morte redemit, 


And indeed this very Conſideration is that which ſupports the 


Dodrine of Imputation, the imputation of our Sins to Chriſt, Rom. <. 19. 


and the imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs unto us: For how 
could our Sins be laid on him, but as he ſtood in our ſtead ? or 
his Righteouſneſs be imputed to us, but as he was our Surety, 


performing ic in our place ? So that to deny Chriſt's Sufferings in Specialis hze 
our ſtead, is to loſe the Corner-ſtone of our Juſtification, and !mPurario eft 


overthrow the very Pillar which ſupports our Faich, Comfort, an 
Salvation. Indeed if this had not been, he would have been the 


merit alieni 
loco ejus ad- 
mitfio, quod 


righteous Lord, but not the Zord our Righteouſneſs, 25 he is (tiled in ipto reo in- 
fer. 33- 16, So that it is but a vain diſtinfion, to ſay it was for cfſe deber. 


er good, but not in our ftead: for had it not been in our ſtead, we 7 


could not have had the good of it. ; 
3. The internal moving Cauſe of Chriſt's Satisfaion for us, 


was his Obedience to God, and Love to us. That it was an act 
of Obedience, is plain from Phil. 2. 8. He became obedient unto 
Death, even the death of the Croſs, Now Obedience reſpects a 
Command, and ſuch a Command Chriſt received to die for us, 
as himſelf tells us, 7oh. 10. 18, 7 lay down my Life of my ſelf; I have 
power to lay it down, ana power to take it again; this Commandment 
have 1 received of my Father, So that it was an act 0: Obedience 
with reſpe& to God, and yet a moſt free and ſpontaneous Act 
with reſpe& to himſelf. And that he was moved to ir out of 
pity and love to us, himſelf aſſures us: Gal. 5. 2, Chriſt loves xs, 
and gave hin;ſelf for 1 an Offering ard a Sacrifice ro Cd, Upon this 
Pazxl ſweetly refle&ted, Gal. 2. 20. ro loved me, ana gave himſelf 
for me. As the external moving Czuſe was cur Nilcry, fo the 
internal was his own Love and Pity for us. 
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of. Chriſt's Satisfaction, that in ſtri& Juſtice it mericed our Re- 


demption and-jull Deiiverance ;z not only. a poſſibilicy that we 


might be redeemed and pardoned, but a Right whereby we ought 
to be (o, as the learned Dr. Twi/s judiciouſly argues. If he be 
made a Curſe for us, we mult then be redeemed from the Curſe, 
according to Juſtice : ſo the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 3. 25,26. Whom 
Goa hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to 
aeclare his Righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, throngh 
the forbearanceiof God z, to declare, I ſay, at this time his Righteouſneſs, 
that God might be juſt, and the ?uſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus. 
Mark the deſign and end of God in exaQting Satisfaction from 
Chriſt, ir was to declare his Righteouſneſs in the remitſion of 
Sin to Believersz; and left we ſhould loſe che emphatical word, 
he doubles it, to declare, I ſay, his Righteouſneſs, Every one can ſee 


how: his Mercy is declared. in Remifſfion: but he would have us; 


take notice that his Juſtificarion of Believers is an a& of Juſtice; 
and that God; as he is a juſt God, cannot condemn the Believer, 
ſince Chriſt hath ſatisfied his Debts. This Actribute ſeems to be 
the main-bar againſt: Remifſionz but now it's become. the very 
ground: andireafon why God remits. O how comfortable a Text 
is this ! Doth Satan or Conſcience ſet. torth thy Sin in- all ics di(- 
conraging Circumſtances and: Aggravations ? God hath ſet forth 
Chriſt to be a Propitiation. Muſt Juſtice be maniteſted, ſatisfied, 
and glorified ? So 1s it in the Death of Chriſt, ten chouſand times 
more than ever it could in thy Damnation. Thus you have a 
brief account of the Satisfaction made by Jeſus Chriſt. 

. Secoudly, We (hall gather up all that hath been ſaid to eſtabliſh 
the. truth of Chriſt's Satisfaftion; proving the reality of it, that 
it is not an improper, catechreſtical, fictitious Satisfa&tion, by 
Divine Acceptilation, as ſome have very diminutively called it ; 
but real, proper, and full, and as ſuch accepted by God. For. his 
Blood is the Blood of a Surety, Heb. 7.22. who came-under the 
fame Obligations of ehe Law with us, G47. 4. 4.-and tho he had 
no Sin of his own, yet ſtandingibefore God as our Surety, the 
Iniquities of us all were laid upon him, /a. 5.3. 6. and from him 
did the Lord, with great ſeverity, exact ſatistation tor our Sins, 
Rem-8. 32. puniſhing them upon his Soul, at, 27. 45. and up- 
on his Body, A&s 2. 23. and with this Obedience ot his Son 1s 
fully pleaſed and ſatisfied, Ephe/. 5. 2. and hath in token there- 
of raiſed him from the Dead, and fer him at his own Right-hand, 


1 Tim, 3.16, and for his Righteouſneſs fake acquitted and dif- 
&% 3 charged 
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charged Believers, who ſhall never more come into Condemnati- 
on, Rom.$.1,34. All this is plain in Scripture; and our Faith in the 
Satisfaction ct Chriſt, is not built on the Wiſdom of Man, but 
the everlaſting ſealed Truth of God: Yet ſuch is the perverſe 
Nature of Man, and the Pride of his Heart, that whilſt he ſhould 
be humbly adoring the Grace of God in providing ſuch a Surety 
for us, he is found accuſing the Juſtice, and diminiſhing the Mercy 
of God, and raiſing all the Objections which Satan and his own 
Heart can invent, to overturn that bleſſed Foundation-upon which 
God hath built np his own Honour, and his Peoples Salvation. 

Thirdly, In the next place therefore, we ſhall reject thoſe 
Dodtrines, and remove the principal of thoſe ObjeQions that are 
found militating againſt the Satisfa&tion of Chriſt. 

And in the firſt place, we reje& with deep abhorrence that 
Dodtrine, which aſcribes ro Man any Power in whole or in part 
ro ſatisfy God for his own, or other Mens Sins. This no meer 
Creature can do by ative Obedience, were it ſo compleat that 
he could never ſin in Thought, Word or Deed, any more, but 
live the moſt holy Life that ever any lived: for all this would 
be no more than his. Duty as a Creature, Zuke 17. 19, and (0 
can be no Satisfaction for what he is by Nature, or hath done 
againſt God as a Sinner. Nor yet by Sfferings; for we have 
offended an infinite God, and can never ſatisfy him by our fi- 
nite Sufferings. . 

We alfo with like deteſtation reje& that DoQrine which makes. 
the SatisfaRion of Chriſt either impoſſible, or fiQitious, and in- 
conſiftent with Grace, in the free pardon of Sin. Many are the 
Cavils raiſed againſt Chriſt's Satisfa&tion ; the principal are ſuch: 
as theſe that follow. | : 

Object. The Doftrine of Chriſt's Satisfattion is abſurd, for Chriſt 
(ſay we) # Ged: if ſo, then God ſatisfies himſelf, than which what 
can be move abſurd to imagine ? 

$9. T anſwer, God cannot properly be faid to ſatisfy himſelf; 

Aliud eſt de for that would be the ſame thing as to pardon ſimply, withour 
divinitate any Satisfaction. But there is a twofold Confideration of Chriſt ; 
ny | one in reſpe&t of his Eſſence and Divine Nature, in which 
#5 rm ſenſe he is the Oajedt both of the Offence, and of the Satisfaction 
irfius ſeorſim, Made for it: Another in reſpec of his Perſon and Oeconomy, 
atiud qua in or Office ; in which ſenſe he properly fatisfies God, being in re- 
ſuppoſito. fpe&t of his Manhood another, and inferior to God, ob 14. 28. 
> i The Blood of the Man Chriſt Jeſus is the Matter of = Satil- 
action 5. 
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faction 3 the Divine Nature digniftes it, and makes it of infinite Chriſtus ſe-_ 
value. A certain Family hath committed Treaſon againſt the omg rr 
' King, and are all under the Condemnation of the Law for it 3 covenie 2am 
the King's Son, moved with Pity and Love, reſolves to farisfy Deo, qua ho- 
the Law, and yet ſave the Family in order whereunto he mar- mo nobiſcum , 
ries a Daughter of the Family, whereby her Blood becomeg Uf contra, qua 
Royal Blood, and worth the Blood of the whole Family whence —_ _ " 
ſhe ſprang; this Princeſs is by her Husband executed in the room mo. {7 occo. 
of the reſt. In this caſe the King ſatisfies not himſelf for the nomia volun- 
Wrong, but is ſatisfied by the Death of another, equivalent in faria, a Deo. 
worth to the Blood of them all. This ſ{tmilicude anſwers [7 ibid. Vid. 
not to all the Particulars, as indeed nothing in nature doth. or xy be iew' 
can, but it only ſhews what it was that ſatisfied God, and how ro,” p. 351. 
it became ſo ſatisfactory. F 

Obje&. If Chriſt ſatisfied by paying our Debt, then he ſhould have en- 
dared eternal Torments ; for ſo we ſhould, and the damned ſhall. 

Sol. We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt what is eſential, and what is 
accidental in Puniſhment. The primary intent of the Law is Re- 
paration and Satisfaction ; he that can make it at one intire Pay- 
ment (as Chriſt could and did) ought to be diſcharged. He-thar 
cannot (as no meer Creature can ) ought to lie for ever, as the 
Damned do, under Sufferings. 

Object. If God will be ſatisfied for our Sins before ke pardon them, 
how then is Pardon an Af of Grace ? 

Sel. Pardon could not be an Act of pure Grace, if God received 
Satisfaction from us ; but if he pardon us upon the Satisfattion re- 
ceived from Chriſt, tho it be of Debt to him, it is.of Grace to 
us: for it was Grace to admit a Surety to ſatisfy, more Grace to 
provide him, and moſt of all to apply his Satisfaction to us, by 
uniting us to Chriſt, as he hath done. 

Obje&. But God. loved us before Chriſt died for 1s;, for it was the 
Love of God to the World that moved him to give his only begotten Son, 
Could God love us, and yet not be reconciled and ſatisfied ? 

Sol. God's complacential Love is indeed inconſiſtent with an un- - 
reconciled ſtate : Heis reconciled to every one he ſo loves. But 
his benevelent Love, Conſiſting in his purpoſe of Good; may be 
before actual Reconciliation and Satisfaction. 

ObjeR. Temporal Death, as well: a4 eternal, 1s a part of the Curſe; 
if Chriſt have fally ſatisfied by bearing the Curſe for ua, how 1s it that 
thoſe for whom he bear it die as well as others ? 

Sal, As Temporal Death is a pena! Evil, and part of the Carle 
0. 


The Satisfaftion of Chriſt 
ſ{o-God inflits-it not upon Believers; but chey muſtdie for other 
ends, viz, to be made-pe:fectly happy in a mote-fali-and imme- 
diate Enjoyment 'of God, than they can have'in the Body : and 
ſo Death #s theirs by way- of Privilege, 1 Cor.'3.'22. They are not 
Death's -by way of Puniſhment. The ſame may be ſaid of all 
the Aﬀictions with which God far gracious ends now exerciſes 
his reconciled ones. Thus much may ſuffice co- eſtablith this 
great Truth: £05 4] | 

|  Bftrence 1, © 
If the Death of - Chriſt was that which ſatisfied: God for all 
che Sins of the Ele&; ther: certainly there 1s'an infitite Evil in Sin, 
ſince it cannot be expiated, but by an infinite Satisfafion, Fools make- 
2 mock at Sin; and-there are-but few Souls-in the World chat are 
duly (en{ible and affected with its Evil; bur certainiy, if God! 
fhould damn thee ro all Eternity, thy eternal. Sufferings could 
Per hanc mor- nor farnfy* for the Evil that-is in; one vain Thought. Ir may be 
wen | _ you” may think this-is harſh and ſevere, thar God ſhould hold his 
murX ad cau- Creatures under everlaſting Sufferings for Sin, and never be ſa- 
rclam, & ad tisfhed with them any more. But when you have well conſidered 
dereſtarionem rhatthe Object againſt whom you fin, is the-infinitebleſled 
pogrigeort” Gods which derives an-infinite Evil to the Sin committed againſt 
neceſſe eſt, him: and when you conſider how God dealt with che Angels 
quod aliter 1a- that fell for one: Sin; and that bur of che Mind; for having no 
nari non po- bodily Organs, they could commit nothing externally againſt 
ruit, quam Gogd; you Will alter your Minds about it. O the depth of the 
moge Far _ evil of Sin! If ever you will ſee how' great and: horrid an Evil 
QB Sinis, meaſure it in your thoughts, either by the infinice Holi- 
rio Cogitans, ' : _ Y : r - a 
peccata tina neſs and Excellency of God, who is muy d by it,” or by the in- 
non efle alicer finite Sufferings of Chriſt, who died to ſatisfy: for itz and then 
exprara Quan ou will have deeper appreheaſtons of the evil of Sin. 
{anguine ipft- F 
us filii Dei, non perhorreſcer indies peccando, hunc pretiofiffimum ſanguinem quaſi concul- 


Care ? Ds ven. in Col. cap. I. VU. 20» 
Inference 2. 


If the Death of Chriſt ſatisfied God, and thereby redeemed 
the Ele& from the Curſe ; then rhe Redemption of Souls 5s coſtly : 
Souls are dear things, and of great value with God, Te know ( ſaith 
the Apoſtle) that ye were not reacemed with corruptible things, as Sil- 
wer and Gold, from your vain Converſation recerved by Tradition ; but 
with'the precious Blood of the Son of God, as of a Lamb without ſpat, 
x Pet. 1,18, 19. Only the Blood of God is found an equivalent 
Price for the Redemption of 'Souls. Gold and Silver _ re- 

: cem 
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ceem from Tarki/-, but not from Helliſh Bondage. The whole - 


Creation {old to the utmoſt worth of it, '1s-not a value for the 
Redemption of one Soul. Souls are dear ' Ware, he that paid tor 


them fourid them to: Yerthow cheaply do Sinners fel] their Souls, | 


as if they were bur low-priz'd Commodities! But you that (el! 
your Souls cheap, will buy Repentance dear. 
Bed | Inference 3, | Ji, 
Tf Chriſt's Death ſatisfied God tor our Sins, how wnparalel'd is 
the Love of Chriſt to-poor Simners ! It $ much to pay a pecuniary Debc 
to free another, but who will pay his own Blood for another ? 


We have a-noted inſtance of Za/enc:s, that famous Locrexſras Laws j-,1;:u1 ti, 5, 


IP 


giver,' who- decreed, that whoever was convicted of [Adultery, c. 5. 


ſhonld have both his Eyes put out. Tr fo fel} aut, that his own 
'Soni was brought before him for that'Crime 3- heteupon the:Peo- 
' 'ple interpoſing, made ſuit for his:Partlon. At'tength;: ther Þa- 
ther partly overcome by their Importunities, and not unwilling 
to ſhew what lawtul favour he might to [his Son-3 heifirft/pur ouc 
one of his own Eyes, and then one of his Son's; and fo ſhewed 
himfelf*both a -mercitu}'Father, and a juſt Lawgiver 5'{0'-tem- 
Ping Mercy with Juſtice, that both the 'Law was*(arihed; and 

is Son fpared. This is written by the-Hiſtorian as an+inſtance 


'of fingular Love in this Father, to pay-one halt of the Penalty for 


his Son. [But Chriſt did not civide and thare ir the:Penalty with 
us, bur bare it all. Zalexcrzs did it for his Son, who: was dear to 


him 3 Chriſt did it for Enemies, that were fighting and rebelling 
egamſthim ; Rom. 5.8. While we were get Sinners, Chriſt dicd\foras. 
«© O would to _—_ a holy one) I could: cauſe Paper and - 


*©*Ink to ſpeak the Worth and Excellency, the high and loud 
**-Praites of our Brother-Ranſomer ! O- the Ranſomer' needs 


© not my Report; but Oif he would take it, and make uſe of it ! . 


<'t ſhould be' happy if Thad an Errand ro this World bur for 
«< ſome ter Years, to fpread Proclamations, arid Oat-cries,and 
&« Love-lecters of the Highneſs [the Highne(s for evermore}] of 


© the'Ranſofner, whoſe Clothes were wet, and dyed in Blood; 
*© howbeit, that after that my Soul and Body-ſhould go back 


** to their Mother nothing. 
| ' Taference 4. . Tg 
If Chriſt by dying hath made ſull Satisfa&tiony the» God 55-1me 
biſet in pardoning the greateſt of Sinners that believe in eſits; and ron- 
ſequently his {aftice can be no bar to their Tuitification, and Satvation. 


Hes juſt to forgiye us our Sins, x 7eb.T. 9.: What an Argumenc-: 
19S: 
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is here for a .poor. Believer to plead with God ! Lord, if thou 
fave me by Jeſus Chriſt, thy Juſtice will be fully ſatisfied at one 
round piiment ; bur if thou damn me, and require ſatisfaction 


at my hands, thou canſt never receive it: I ſhall make but a 


dribling paiment, thol lie in Hell to Eternity, and ſhall ſtill be 
infinitely behind with thee. Is ic not more for thy Glory to re- 
ceive it trom Chriſt's hand, than to require it at mine ? Oae drop 
of his Blood is more worth than all my polluted Blood. O how 
ſatisfying a thing is this to the Conſcience of a poor Sinner, that 
is objecting the multitude, aggravations, and amazing circum- 
ſtances of Sins, againſt the poflibility of their being pardoned ! 
Can ſuch a Sinner as I be forgiven ? Yes, if thou believeſt in Je- 
ſus, thou mayſt; for ſo God will loſe nothing in pardoning the 
greateſt Tranſgreflors : Let Iſrael hope i» the Lord; for with the Lord 
there is mercy, and with him us plenteous redemption, Pal. 130.7. 1.e. 


_ © alargeſtock of Merit lying-by him, in the Blood of Chriſt, to 


pay him for all that you have done againſt him. | 
; Inference 5. 

Laſtly, If Chriſt hath made ſuch a full Satisfaction as you have 
heard s How much us it the concernment of every Soul to abandon all 
thoughts of ſatisfying God for his own Sins, and betake himſelf to the 
Blood of Chrift the ranſomer, by Faith, that in-that Blood they may be 
pardoned ? It would grieve one's heart to ſee how many poor 
Creatures are drudging and tugging at a task of Repentance, and 
revenge upon themſelves, and Reformation, and Obedience, to 
ſatisfy God for what they have done againſt him : And alas,it can- 
not be, they do bur loſe their labour z could they {iwelter their very 
hearts out, weep till they can weep no hore, cry till their throats 
be parched, alas they can never recompenſe God for one vain 
thought: For ſuch 15 the (ſeverity of the Law, that when it is 
once offended, it will never be made amends again by all that 
we can do; it will not diſcharge the Sinner for all the ſorrow in 
the World. Indeed if a Man be in Chriſt, ſorrow for Sin is ſome- 
ching, and renewed Ovedience is fomething;” God looks upon 
them gt ny and accepts them graciouſly in Chriſt : but out 
of him, they {ignify no more than the intreaties and cries of a 
condemned Malefactor, to reverſe the legal Sentence of the 
Judg. © You may toil all che day of your lite, and ar night go to 
bed without a Candle. To that fenfe that Scripture ſounds, 1/a. 
$9. ult. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs your ſelves a- 
pont with ſparks walk, in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks that 

| on 
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you have kindled : This ſhall ye have of mine hand, ye ſhall lie down in 
ſorrow, By fire, and the light of it, ſome underſtand the ſparkling 
pleaſures of this Life, and the ſenſitive joys of the Creatures : 
Bur generally it's taken for our own natural Righteouſneſs, and 
all a&ts of Duties, in order to our juſtification by them before 
God. And ſo it ſtands oppoſed to that Faith of recumbency 
ſpoken of in the verſe betore. By their compaſſing themſelves about 
with theſe ſparks, underſtand their dependence on theſe their Du- 
ties, and glorying in them. Bur ſee the fatal Iflue, Te ſhall lie 
down in -ſorrow : That (hall be your Recompence from the hand 
of the Lord; that's all the thanks and reward you muſt expe& 
from him, for ſlighting Chriſt's, and preterring your own Righ- 
teouſnefs before his. Reader, be convinced, that one Act of 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus pleaſes God more than all the Obedi- 
ence, Repentance, and ſtrivings to obey the Law through thy 
whole life can do. And thus you have the firſt ſpecial Fruit of 
Chriſt's Prieſthood, in the full ſatisfaction of God for all the Sins 
of Bclievers. 


The Fifteenth Ser mo x. ' Serm. 15. 
Surveys the 
- _ - bleſſed Inhe- 
chaſed by the 
naſe 
G a L. IV. 42 J* Oblatins of 


, Chrift, being 
But when the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent forth 01" 0/78 


' bis Son, made of a Woman, made under the Law, to Efett 7 
; : Fruit of h:s 
redeem them that were under the Law, that we might 7. wir 


receive the Adoption of Sons. 


HIS Scripture gives us an account of a double Fruit of 
Chriſt's Death, »iz. the paiment of our Debt, and th 
purchaſe of our Inheritance. | 
1. The paiment of our Debt expreſſed by our Redemption, or 
buying us out from the Obligation and Curſe of the Law, which 


hath been diſcourſed in the laſt Exerciſe. 
ba E- f 2, The 
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2. The purchaſe of an Inheritance for thoſe redeemed ones, ex-- 
preſſed here by their receiving the Adoption of Sons 3 which is. 
to be our preſent Subjet. Adoption is either Civil, or Divine. Of 
the firſt, the Civil Law gives this Definition 3 that its, 
Summa Angels 4 lawfal Aft, in imitation of Nature, invented for the comfort of 
ad verbum, As 4's - <7 x R 
doprio > ac- them that have no Children of their own, Divine Adoption is that 
<us legirimus, ſpecial Benefit whereby God, for Chriſt's ſake, accepteth us as. 


imitans natu- Sons, 4nd makes us Heirs of Eternal Lite with him... 

ram, repercus 

ad old ſolatium, qui liberos non habent. Adoptio eft beneficium, . quo nos Deus prop- 
rer Chriſtum in filios recipit, & facir nos cum 1pſo haredes vitz xternz. Ravanel. 


Hic ergo A- Betwixt this Civil and Sacred Adoption, there is atwofold A- 
oo capt greement, and Diſagreement. They agree in this, that both flow 
ay 15 099g rom the pleaſure and good-will of the Adoptant;. and in this, 
tio) pro ipfa Lat both confer a right to Privileges which we have not by Na- 
poſſefſione. ture : but in this they differ, one is an A imitating Nature, the 
Nam ficutj ul- other tranſcends Nature 3 the one was found out for the comfort 
ord ron of them that had no Children ; the other, for the comfort of 
demptices: Mem that had no Father. This Divine Adoption, is in Scrip- 
noſtrz fruc- tWreeither taken properly for that A& or Sentence of God, by 
ram, ita nunc which we are made Sons, or for the Privileges with which che 
percipimus, Adopted are inveſted: And ſo it's taken Row. 8. 23. and in this 
_ Catu, Scripture now before us. We loſt our Inheritance by the Fall of 

: Adam ; we receive it, as the Text ſpeaks, by the Death of Chriſt, 
which reſtores it again to us by a new and better Title. The 
Doctrine heace is, 


Do&. That the Death of Fla Chrift hath not only ſatisfied for our 
Debts, but over and. above purchaſed a rich Inheritance for the 
fs Chilaren of God. . | | 


For this end, or cauſe, he is the Mediator of the New Teſtament 3 
that by means of death, for the redemption of the Tranſpreſſions that 
were wnder the firſt Teſtament, they which are called, might-receive the 
Promiſe of the Eternal Inberitance, Heb. g. 15. | 

We will here, ff, ſee what Chriſt paid.. Secondly, what he 
purchaſed. Thirdly, for whom. 

Parker dedeſ- Firft, What Chriſt paid. Our Divines comprize the Virtue 
| caſuf-39.97 and Fruits of the Prieſthood of Chriſt in theſe rwo things, viz, 
= "0:45 11 Solutio debits, &. acquiſitio hereditatis, Paiment, and Purchate. An- 
al. 110, 1 . . 2 . : 
Camereg-363 {werably the Obedience of Chriſt hath a double relation, -relatio 


C, legalts 
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tegalis Fuſtitie, the relation of a legal Righteouſneſs ; an ade- 
quate and exa&tly proportionated price. And it hath alſo in ic 
relatio ſuperlegalis merits, the relation of a Merit over and beyond 
the Law. | | 
To obje& (as ſome do) the Satisfattion of Chriſt was more $4ci-fa8io 

than ſufficient, according to our Doctrine, and therefore could not Chriſti tuir 
be intended for the paiment of our Debt, is a ſenſeleſs cavil. For pluſquam fut- 
ſurely if Chriſt paid more than was owing, he muſt needs pay ee» —_ 
all chat was owing to Divine Jaſtice. And truly it is but a bad ©, non a 
requital of the Love of Jeſus Chriſt, who beſide the paiment of ligaro. 5:vare, 
what we owed, would manifeſt his Bounty by the redundancy of Dialog. 5. 
his Merit, which he paid to God to purchaſe a bleſſed Inhericance P: 32 
for us. This overplus of SatisfaQtion (which was the price of that 
Inheritance I am now to open) 1s not-obſcurely hinted, but plain- 
ly expreſled twice 1n Rom, 5. I5. But not as the offence, ſo alſo us the 
free gift : For if through the offence of one, many be dead, mM\@ [46:\- 
Nov, much more the Grace of God, and the gift by Grace, which ts by 
one Man, feſus Chriſt, emgioo lor, hath abounded, or flowed abnn= 
dantly unto many. Yo ver. 17. For if by one Man's offence, death 
reigned by one, Ma weNov, much more they which receive Tlw 
TFRECICTEXY, the overflowings, or abundance of Grace, and of the gift of 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, Feſwus Chriſt, In both which Putch Annot. 
places Chriſt and Adam are compared as the two Roots or common |, 7 . 1 
Heads of Mankind, both agreeing in this property of communi- © © 
cating their conditions to thoſe that are theirs ; yet there is a 
great deal of difference betwixt them, for in Chriſt the Power is 
all divine, and therefore infinitely more active and effeual : He 
communicates abundantly more to his, than they loſt in Adam ; 
ſo thaf his Blood is not only ſufficient to redeem all thoſe that 
are actually redeemed by it, but even the whole World alſo. . 
And were there ſo many Worlds of Men, as there are Men in 

the World, it would be ſufficient for them alſo; and yer til 
there would be an overplus of value: for all thoſe Worlds of 
Men would riſe but to a finite bulk 3 bur this Blood is infinite in 
its worth and dignity. Since then there is not a whole World, no 
not half, bur the far leſs part redeemed by the Blood of Chrilt, 
which was ſufficient for ſo many 3 how great muſt be che ſur- 
pluſage and redundancy of Merit > Here our Divines rightly di- %. 
ſtinguiſh berwixt the /#bfarce, and accidents of Chriſt's Death 
and Obedience. Conſider Chriſt's ſuffering* as to the ſub- 


ance of it, ic was no more than what the Law required ;, for 
Q. i Y-2 ' neither 
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Secondly, This Inheritance is ſo large, that it cannot be ſurveyed 
by Creatures; nor can the boundaries and limits thereof be de- 
ſcribed, 'for ic comprehends all things; 1 Cor. 3. 22. All #s yours, Fidelibus eſt 
Je are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, Rev. 21. 7. He that overcomes mundus. 
ſhall inherit all things, And yet I do not think or ſay that Domini- 
wm fundatur in gratia, that temporal Dominion is founded in Grace. 
No, that's at the caſt and diſpoſe of Providence: but Chriſt by 
his Death hath reſtored a right to all things to his People. 

But to be more particular, I ſhall diſtribute the Saints Inheri- 
tance purchaſed by Chriſt into three heads : All temporal! good 
— all /piritual good things, and all eternal! good things are 
theirs. BENT 

i. All Temporal good ti ings, 1 Tim. 647, He hath given um all Papi "> ye 
things richly to exjoy. Not that they have the poſſe;Jfov, but the com- ja ona tu 
fort and berefit of all things : Others have the ſting, gall, worm- pernaturalia, 
wood, baits and ſnares of the Creature; Saints only have the & omnia aux- 
bleſſing and comfort of it. So that this little that a righteous !1i, five prz- 
Maa hath, is (in this, among other reſpects) better than the treaſures fublocues m”y_ 
of many wicked : Which is the trae Key to open that dark ſaying ac univergs i1. 
of the Apoltle, 2 Cor. 6. 10. as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all la bona, etſi 
things: They only poſſels, others are poſlefſed by the World. >ona fint nobis 
The Saints do #ti funds, & frui Deo, uſe the World, and enjoy ©*=inieca, 
God inthe uſe of it. Others are deceived, defiled, and deſtroyed {wm nem 
by the World ; but theſe are refreſht and furthered by ir.. diorum ad 

2. All Spiritual good things are purchaſed by the Blood of Chriſt noſtram falu- 
for them; as ufifiation which comprizes remiffion of Sins, and _—_— V Incente 
acceptation of our Perſons by God : Rom. 3. 24. Being juſtified j,111'en- L-- 
freely by his Grace, through the redemption that us inChriſt, Santtifica- gy; protef. 
tion 1$ alſo purchaſed for them 3 yea, both initial and progreſſive q.s. p.25g. 
Sanification : For of God he is made unto us not only wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, but ſanfification alſo, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Thele two, viz. 
our Juſtification and Sanctification, are two of the moſt rich and 
ſhining Robes in the Wardrobe of Free-grace. How glorious 
and lovely do they render the Soul that wears them ! Theſe are 
like the Bracelets and Jewels 1/aac ſent to. Rebecca, Adoption into 
the Family of God, is purchaſed for us by his Blood 3 For ye are 
all the Children of God by Faith in feſm Chriſt, Gal. 3. 26, Chyiſt 
as he is the Son, is heres nates, the Heir by nature z as he is 1Me- 
diator, he is heres conſtitutus, the Heir by appointment, appointed 
Heir of all things, as it is Heb, 1. 2. By this Sonſhip of Chriſt, we 


being united ro him by Faith, become Sons; and if Sons, Ln 
Elrs. 
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Heirs. O what manner of Love us this, that we ſhould be called the 


Sons of Ged ! 1.John 3. 1, That a poor Beggar ſhould be made 
an Heir, yea, an Heir of God, and a joint Heir with Chriſt! 


Yea, that very Faith, which is tlie bond of Union; and conſe- 


quently the ground of all our Communion with Chriſt, is che 
purchaſe of his Blood alſo: 2 Pet. I. 1. To them that have obtained 
like precious faith with ws, through the Righteouſneſs of God, and onr Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, This moſt precious Grace is the dear purchaſe 
of our Lord Jeſus Chfiſt : Yea, all that peace, joy, and /piritual 
comfort, which are {weet Fruits of Faith, are with it purchaſed for 


us by this Blood. 


So ſpeaks the Apoſtle in Rom. 5. 1,2, 3. Being juſtified by 
Faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord feſus Chriſt, &C. 
Moreover the Spiric himſelf, who is the Author, Fountain, and 
Spring of all theſe Graces and Comforts, is procured for us by 
his Death and ReſurreRtion : Gal. 3. 13, 14. Chriſt hath redeemed 


#4 from the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us; for it ts 


written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree : That the Bleſſing 


of Abraham might come wpon the Gentiles through Feſws Chrift, that 
| ealng on receive the promiſe of the Spirit through Faith, That Spiric 


that firſt anRified, and ſince hath ſo often ſealed, comforted, di- 


rected, reſolved, guided, and quickned your Souls, had not come 


to perform any of theſe blefſed Offices upon your hearts, if 


Chriſt had not died. 


3. All Eternal good things are the purchaſe of his Blood. Hea- 
ven, and all the Glory thereof, is purchaſed for you that are Be- 
levers, with this price. Hence that Glory, whatever it be, is 
called as Inheritance incorruptible, nndefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for you: to the lively hope whereof ye are be- 
gotten again, by the reſurreftion of Chriſt from the dead, 1 Pet. 1: 
3» 4. Not only preſent Mercies are purchaſed for-us, but things 
co come alſo, as its 1 Cer. 3. 22, Man's a prudent and proſ- 
peRing Creature, and is not ſatisfied that it's well with him for 
preſent, unleſs he have ſome affurance it (hall be well with him 
for time to come. His mind. is-taken up about what ſhall be 
hereafter z and from the good or evil things to come, he raiſeth 
up to himſelt vaſt hopes or fears. 

Therefore to compleat our happineſs, and fill up the utter= 
moſt capacity of our Souls, all the good of Eternity is pur into 
the Account and Inventory of the Saints Eſtate and Inheritance. 
This Happineſs is ineffable 3 it's uſually diſtinguiſht into ox is 

| eſſential, 
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eſſential, and what 1s acceſſsry to-it, The Eſſentials of it, 25 Wein 
our embodied ſtate can conceive, is either the obje&ive, /ubjetive, 
or formal Happineſs to. be enjoyed in Heaven. 

The 0tje#ive Happineſs is God himſelf: Pfal. 73. 25. whom 
have I in Heaven but thee ? It it: could be ſuppoſed (ſaith one) that 
God ſhould withdraw from the Saints in Heaven, and ſay, take 
Heaven and divide it among you ;- but as for me, I will with- 
draw from you 3 the Saints would fall a weeping in Heaven, and 
ſay, Lord take Heaven, and give it to whom thou wilt ; it's no 
Heavea to us except thou be there : Heaven would be a very 
Bskim to the Saints without God, In this our Glory in Heaven 
conſiſts, to be ever with the Lord, 1 Thef.417. God himſelf is 
the chief part of a Saint's Inheritance 3 in which-ſenſe, as ſome 
will underſtand Roms. 8. x7. they are called Heirs of Ged. 

The S#bjeive Glory and Happineſs is the attemperation and 
futing of the Soul and Body to God. This is begun in Sanctifica- 
tion, and perfected in Glorification. Ir conſiſts in removing from 
both all that is indecent, and inconſiſtent with a ſtate of ſuch com- 


pleat Glory and Happineſs, and. in ſuperinducing and clothing 


it with all heavenly Qualities. 
The immunities of the Body are its freedom from all natural In- 


firmitiesz which as they come in, ſo they go out with fin. Thence- 


forth there ſhall be no diſeaſes, deformities, pains, flaws, monſtro- 
fities 3 their good Phyſician Death hath cured all this, and their 
vile Bodies thall be made like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, Ph. 
. 2I, and be made a ſpiritual Body, 1 Cor. 15. 44+ For agiliry, 
ſike the Chariots of Aminadab; for beanty, as the top of Lebanon ; 
for incorruptibility, as if they were pure Spirits. 
The Sol alſo is diſcharged and freed from all darkneſs and ig- 


norance of Mind, being now able to difcern all Truths in God, . 


that chriſtal Ocean of Truth. The leaks of the Memory ftopt 
forever ; the roving of its Fancy SAY cured; the ſtubborn- 
neſs and relucancy of the Will for ever ſubdued, and retained 
in due and full ſubjeftion ro God. So that che Saints in glory 
ſhall be free from all that now troubles them 3 they ſhall never 
ſin more, nor be once tempted ſo to do, for no Serpenc hiſles in 
that Paradiſe ; they: ſhall never grieve or groan more, for God 
{hall wipe all tears from their Eyes : They ſhall never becroub- 
led more, for God will then recompenſe Tribulation to their 
troublers, and to them thar are troubled Reſt ; they ſhall never 


doubt more, for Fruition excludes doudting. B 
1E 


& 
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The Formal happineſs-is the fulneſs of Satisfation reſulting 
from the bleſſed fight and enjoyment of God, by a Soul ſo attem- 
per'dto him. Pſal. 17. 15. When I awake, I ſhallbe Hat! or with 
thy likeneſs, This fight. of God in Glory, called the beatifical Vi- 
fion, muſt needs yield ineffable ſatisfaction to the beholding Sou!, 
in aS much as it will be an i»tzitive Viſion. The intellectual or 
mental eye ſhall ſee God, 1 foh. 3. 2. The corporeal glorified eye 
ſhall ſee Chriſt, 7eb 19. 26, 27> What a raviſhing Viſion will 
this be?. And how much will itexceed all reports, and apprehen- 
fions we had here of it ! Surely the one half was not told us. Ic 
will be a transformative Viſion, 1t will change the Beholder into its 
own Image and Likeneſs. we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him 
as he s, 1 Joh. 3. 2. As Iron put iatothe Fire, becomes all fiery ; 
ſo the Soul by converſing with God, is changed into his very $i- 
militude. It will be an appropriative Viſion 5 Whem 1 ſhall ſee for my 
ſelf, Job 19. 26, 27. In Heaven [atereſt is clear and undoubted; 
Fear is caſt out: Noneed of marks and figns there 3 for whar a 
Man ſees and enjoys, how can he doubt of ? It will be a ravi/>ing 
Vifen; theſe we have by Faith are-ſo, how much more thoſe-in 


_ Glory? How was Pa«/tranſported, when he was in a viſional way 


wrapt-up into the third Heaven, and heard the unutterable chings, 
tho he was not admitted.-into the bleſſed Society, but was with 
ther, as the Angels are in our Aſſemblies, a ſtander by, a look- 
er on ! If a Spark doTÞ inflame, whatis it to lie down like a Phe- 
»ix in her bed of Spices; like a Salamander to live, and movein 
the Fireof Love! It willalſo be an eternal YVifen s vacabimus, & 
videbimums, (as dpaFie ſaid) we ſhakFhen&e at leiſure for this 
Imployment, and have no diverſions from it for ever. No E- 
vening is mentioned to the ſeventh day's Sabbath 3 no Night in 
the new Jera/alem. And therefore, | 

Laftlr, It will be a full ſatisfying Viſion : God will then be all in 
all. Etiam ipſacnrioſitas ſatietur, Curiolity it ſelf will be ſatisfied. 
The bleſſed Soul will feel ic ſelf bleſſed, filled, farisfied in every 
part. Ah whata Happineſsas here! to look and love, to drink 
and fing, and drink again at the Fountain-head of the higheſt G]o- 
ry! And it at any time its Eye be turned from a direct to a re- 
flex ſight upon what it once was, how it was wrought on, how 
ficred for this Glory, how wondertully diſtinguiſhed by ſpecial 
Grace fromthem that are howling in. Flames, whilit himſelf. is 
ſhouting aloud upon his Bed of everlaiting Reſt ; all this will eg- 
hance the Glory. Fo 

n 


Serm.15. the Blood of Chriſt. 169 
' And fo alſo will the Acceſſories of this Bleſſedneſs, The place 
where God is enjoyed, the Empyrean Heaven, the City of God, 
whither Chriſt aſcended, where the great Aſſembly are mer. Pa- 
radiſe and Cavasn were but the Types of ir; more excelling and 
tranſcending the Royal Palaces of earthly Princes, than they do a 
Pigeon-hole. The Company allo with whom he is enjoyed, adds 
ro the glory. A bliſsful Society indeed ! ſtore of good Neigh- 
bours in that City. There we ſhall have familiar converſe with 
Angels, whoſe appearances now are inſupportable by poor Mor- 
tals : There will be ſweet and full cloſings alſo berwixt the Saints $ 
Lnuther and Zainglias are there agreed: here they could nor fully 
cloſe with one another, and no wonder, tor they could not fully 
cloſe with themſelves. Bur chere is perte& Harmony and Unity ; 
all meeting and cloſing in God, as Lines in the Center. This is 
a bleſſed glimpſe of your Inhericance. 
Thirdly, A] this is purchaſed for Believers: hence it's call'd, 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, Col, 1.12. All is yours, for ye 
are Chriſt's, that is the tenure, 1 Cor. 3. 23. So Rom. 8. 30. #hom 
te did predeſtinate, them he alſocalled;, and whom he called, them he al- 
fo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified, Only thoſe 
that are Sons, are Heirs, Row. 8. 17. The unrighteous thall not 
inherit, 1 Cor, 6.9. Ir's the Father's good pleaſare to give the Kingdom 
zo the little flock, Luk. 12. 32. "SW 
Inference” 1, 
Hath Chriſt not only redeemed you from wrath, but purcha- 
ſed ſuch an ererna}Jnheritance alſo by the overplus of his Merit for 
you? Obow well content ſhould Believers then be with their lot of Pro- 
widence in this Life, be it what it will! Content did I ſay? I ſpeak 
roo low, overcome, raviſht, filled with Praiſes and Thank(ſgiv- 
ings, how low, how poor, how afflicted ſoever for preſent they: 
are. Oletnot ſuch a thing as grumbling, repining, fretting ar 
Providence be found, or once named among the Expectants of 
this Inheritance ! Suppoſe you had taken a Beggar from your 
door, and adopted him to be your Son, and made him Heir of 
a large Inheritance , and afcer this he ſhould conteſt and quarrel A 5aint indeed, 
with you for a Trifle; could you bear it? How to work the Spi- p. 82, 8g, &c. 
rit of a Saint into Contentment with a low condition here, I have 
laid down ſeveral rules in another Diſcourſe, co which for preſent 


I refer the Reader. 


[i 


Inference 2- 


with what weaned Aﬀettions ſhould the People of Gd walk up and down 
£ this 
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this World, content to live; and willing to die ? For things preſent are 
theirs if they live, and things to come are theirs if they die. Pazl 
expreſles himſelf in a frame of holy indifferency, Phil. 1. 23. 
which:to chooſe I know-not, Many of them that are now in fruition 
of their lakerirance above, had vitam is patientia, mortem in defi- 
derio, Life in patience, and Death in defire, while they raber- 
nacled with us. © O (cried one) what would Iigive co have a 
« Bed made to my wearied Soul in Chriſt's Bofom ? - 
«cannot tell you what ſweet Pain, and ie en Torments ate 
« {n his Love; Ioften challenge time for holding us afunder; I 
«. profeſs to you, I have no reſt till I be over headand ears in Love's 
*-Ocean. It. Chriſt's Love (that Fountain of Delights) were 
« -Jaid open to me as I would wiſh, O' how drunken would this 
*. my Soul be !. I half call his Abfence cruel 3 and the-mask and 
«.-yail on his Face a cruel covering, that hiderh ſuch a fair, fair 
& Pace from: a fick Soul. I dare not challenge himfelf, bur his 
<%.-2bſenceis a Mountain of Iron upon my heavy Heart. O when 
*. ſhall we meet ! How longs it tothe dawning of the marriage- 
&«. day ! O ſiveet Lord Jeſus, take wide ſteps! O-my Lord, come - 
<.-oyer Mountains at one ſtride ! O-my Beloved, flee like a Roe, 
*-0r young Hart, upon the-Mountains of Separation ! O if he 
*--would fold the Heavens together like an old Cloak, and ſho- 
*. vel time and days out of the way, and-tnake-ready in haſte the 
*.-Lamb's Wife for her Husband! Since helooked upon me, my 
«. Heart is not mine: OWN. fy | 

Who can - be blamed for deſiring to ſee that- fair Inheritance 
which is purchaſed for him? But truly ſhould God/hold up che. 
Soul by the power of Faith, ftromday co day, to ſuch ſights as theſe, 
who would be content to live a day more on Earth > How ſhould 
we-be ready to pull down the Priſon-walls, and not have pati- 
ence to wait t3}i God open the Door ! As the Heathen faid, - 


Vittaroſque dii celant,- ut vivere durant.” 


And traly the Wiſdom of God is1n this ſpecially remarkable, 
in giving. the new Creature ſuch an admirable Crafis and even 
temper, as that Scripture, 2 Theſ. 3. 5. exprefies, The Lord: dirett 
our hearts into the Love of God, and patient waiting for of Chriſt, Love 
inflames with deſire, Patience allays tizat fervor So that fervent 
Neſires- (as one happily exprefles it) are allayed with meek Sub- 
nuſton; . mighty . Love with ſtrong. Patience. - And had: nor 


God- 
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God twiſted together theſe two principles in the Chriſtian's Con- 


ſticution, he had framed a Creatureto be a torment to it ſelf, to 
live upon very Rack. 
Inference 3. 


Hence we infer the impoſſibility of their Salvation that know not Chriſt, 
nor have intereſt in his Blood, Neither Heathens, nor meerly nomi- 


nal Chriſtians, can inherit Heaven. I know ſome are very indul- - 


gent to the Heathen, and many formal Chriſtians are but too 


much ſo to themſelves: but union by Faith with Jeſus Chriſt, is 


the only way revealed in Scripture by which we hope to come 
co the heavenly Inheritance. I know it ſeems hard, that ſuch 
brave Men, as ſome of the Heathens were, ſhould be damned: 


but the Scripture knows no other way to Glory, but Chriſt pur - 


on and applied by Faith. And it is the common ſuffrage of mo- 
dern found Divines, that no Man by the ſole conduct of Nature, 
without the knowledg of Chriſt, .can be ſaved. There is but one 

way to Glory for all the World, oh. 14. 6. No man cometh to the 
Father but by me. Gal. 3. 14. The bleſſing of Abraham comes »pon 
the Gentiles through Faith. Scripture aſſerts the oe mig of be- 
ing or doing any thing that is truly evangelically good out of 
Chrik, Joh. 15. 5. Fithour me ye can do mthing; and- Heb, 11.6. 
Without Faith it rs impoſſible to pleaſe God, 

Scripture every where connects and chains Salvation with Vo- 
cation, Row. 8. 30. and Yocation with the Goſpel, Row. 10. 14. 
To thoſe that plead for. the Salvation of Heathens, and profane 
Chriſtians, we may apply that tart rebuke of Bernard, that while 
ſome labour to make Plato a Chriſtian, be feared they thereia did 
prove themſelves to be Heathens. 

Inference 4. 

How greatly are we all concerned to clear up our Title to the heavenly 
Tvheritance ! It's horrible to ſee how induſtrious many are for an 
Inheritance on Earth, and how careleſs for Heaven. By which 
we may plainly ſee how vilely the noble Soul is deprefled by Sin, 
and ſunk down into Fleſh, minding only the concernments of the 
Fleſh. Hear me ye that labour for the World, as if Heaven 
wete in it; What will ye do when at Death you ſhall look back 
over your ſhoulder, and ſee what you have ſpent your time and 
ſtrength for, ſhrinking and vaniſhing away from you? When you 
ſhall look forward, and fee vaſt Eternity opening its Mouth to 
ſwallow you up; O then-what would you give for a well-ground- 


ed aſſurance of an eternal ———— bs 
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The Rich Purchaſe, &c. 


O therefore, if you have any concernment for your poor Souls 
if it be not indifferent to you what- becomes of them, whether 
they be ſaved, or whether they be damned, . give all diligence to make 
your Calling and Eleftion ſure, 2 Pet. I. 10. Work out your own Salva- 
tion with fear and trembling 5 for-it is God that worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his own good pleaſure, Phil, 2.12. Remember it is 
Salvation you work for, and that's no trifle. Remember it's your 
own Salvation, and not another's. Itis for thy own poor Soul that 
thou artſttiving; and what haſt thou. more ?. 

Remember, now God offers you his helping hand 3 now the 
Spirit waits upon you in the means, but of the continuance there- 
of you have no aſlurance 3 for it is of hs ow» good pleaſure, and noc 
at yours. To your work Souls, to your work. Ah, ſtrive as 
Men that know what an Inheritance in Heaven is worth, 

And that as for you -that have ſolid evidence that-ic is yours ; 
O that with Hands and Eyes. lifted up to Heaven, you. would 
adore that free Grace, that hath entitled a Child of Wrath to a 
heavenly Inherirance !. Walk as becomes Heirs of God, and joint 
Heirs with Chriſt. Be often looking Heaven-ward, when Wants 
pinch here. O look to that fair Eſtate you have. reſerved in 
Heaven-for you, and ſay, I amnaſtning home; and when I come. 
thither, all my Wants ſhall be ſupplied... Confider what -it coſt. 
Ehriſt to purchaſe it for thee; and. witha deep.ſenſe of what he 


bath laid out for thee, letthy Soul fay, 
Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, 


The 
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of Chriſt, as 
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RN 2 the Souls of 
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Caſting down Imaginations, and every thing that exalt- 


eth it ſelf againſt the Knowledg of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every Thought to the Obedience 


of Chriſt. 


E now come to the Regal Office by which our Glorious 
Mediator executes and __ the undercaken 
deſign of our Redemption. Had he not as our Prophet 
opened the way of Life and Salvation to the Children of Men, 
they could never have known it; - and ſhould they have clearly 
known it, except as their Prieſt he had offered up himſelf, to im-- 
petrateand obtain Redemption for them, they could not have been - 
redeemed virtually by his Blood; and if they had been fo redeem- 
ed, yet had he not lived in the capacity of a X3zg, .to apply this 
Purchaſe of his Blood to them, they could have had.no actual per- 
ſonal benefit by his Death: for what he revealed as a Propher, he 
purchaſed as a Prieſt; and what he (o revealed and purchaſed as 
Prophet and Prieſt, he applies as King 3 firſt ſubduing the Souls 
of his Ele& to his Spiritual Governmear 3 then,ruling them as his 
Subjects, and ordering all things in the Kingdom of Providente 
for their good. So that Chriſt hath a twofold Kingdom, - the 
one Spiritual and Internal, by which he ſubdues and rules the 
Hearts of his People z the other Providential and External, where- 
by he guides, rules, and orders all things inthe World in a bleſ- 
ſed ſubordination to their Eternal Salvation. I am to ſpeaksfrom 
his Text of his Spiricual and Internal Kingdom. - 

Theſe Words are conſiderable two ways, either -re/atively or 
abſolutely. Conſidered relagively, they are a vindication of: the 
Apoſtle from the unjuſt Cenfares of the Corivrhians, who very up 

WOrtnuy-: 
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worthily interpreted his Gentleneſ(s, Condeſcenſion, and winning 

Afﬀability, to be no better than a fawning upon them for ſelfends ; 

and the Authority he exerciſed, no better than Pride and Imperi- 

ouſneſs. But hereby he lets them know, that as Chriſt needs nor, 

ſo he never uſed/ſuch carnal Artifices : The Weapons of our Warfare 
_ (faithhe) are nor carnal, but mighty through God. &C. 

Abſolutely conſidered, they hold forth the Efficacy of the Goſpe]! 
in the plainneſs and {mplicity of it, for the ſubduing of rebelli- 
ous Sinners to Chriſt :] And in them we have theſe chree things 
to con(1der,: : 

Munitiones e- . 1+ The Oppoſitions made by Sinners againſt 'the Affaules of the 
leganti mera- Goſpel, viz. Imaginations, or Reaſonings, as the word A&dywu®- 
 phora _uſurpar may be fitly rendred. He means the Subtleties, Slights, Excuſes, 
pro omni ©, Syhterfages, and arguings of fleſhly-minded Men; in which 
in quo not they fortify and entrench themſelves againſt the- Convictions of 
Gund & con- the Word : Yea, and thereare not only ſuch carnal reaſonings, 
tra veritarem but many proud high Conceits with which poor Creatures ſwell, 
celeſiis verbi and ſcorn to-ſubmitto the abaſing, humble, ſelf-denying way of 
fele muntunt, (he Goſpel. Theſe are the Fortitications erected againſt Chriſt 
efferuntque 3 by the | Mind I'S DO 
' qualia ſfunr OY TNE Carna hs ; ES CRY 
carnalis fapi- 2. We have here the _ which, the Goſpel obtains over 
entia,erudirio, Sinners, thus fortified againſt it : It cafts down, -and overthrows, 
& eloquentia--anq takes in thoſe ſtrong Holds. Thus Chriſt ſpoils Saran of his 
5. Glaſs. Armour .in which he truſted, by ſhewing the Sinner chat all 
this can be no defence to his Soul againſt the Wrath of God. Bur 
that's not all; in the next place, 
3- You have here the Improvement of the Vitory. Chriſt doth 
not only lead away thefe Enemies ſpoiled, bur brings them into 
Obediencetohimſelf; i. e. makesthem after Converſ1on, Subjeas 
of his own Kingdom, obedient, uſeful, and ſerviceable to-him- 
ſelf; and ſois more thaga Conqueror. They do not only lay 
down their Arms, and fight no more againſt Chrift with them ; 
but repair to his kms 2 and fight for Chriſt, with thoſe Reaſons 
of therrs that were before,employed againſt him: As it's ſaid of 
7erom, Origen and Tertullian, that they came into Canaan laden with 
* Eegyptian Gold; that is, they came into the Church full of ex- 
O beara 14- cellent Learning and Abilities, with which they eminently ſerved 
= TT Jeſus Chriſt. O bleſſed Victory, where the Conqueror: and 
ſimul trium- Conquered both triumph together ! And thas Enemies and Re- 
phant! Meer. bels are ſabdaed, and made SubjeRFof the Spiritual Kingdom of 
nm loc, Chriſt. Hence the Do&tinal Notels, © oo 


Doc. 
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Dod. That feſus Chriſt exerciſes a Kingly Powey over the Souls of 
all, whom the Goſpel ſubanes to his Obeatence, - 


No ſooner were the Colofſrans delivered out of the power of 
Darkneſs, but they were immediately tranſlated into the Kingdom 
of Chriſt the dear Son, Cv/. 1. 1 3. 
This Kingdom of Chriſt, which is our preſent SubjeR, is the in- 
ternal ſpiritual Kingdom, which is faid to be within the Saints, 
Luk. 17. 26, 21, The Kingdom of God «s within youw, Chriſt fits as an | 
enthroned King in the Hearts, Conſciences and Aﬀections of his 
willing People, P/al. 110, 3. And his Kingdom conſiſts in Righ- jarernum re- 
teouſneſs, Peace, and foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14.17. and is gimen eſt mo- 


ptoperly Monarchical, as appears in the Margin. . narchicum, & 
non poreft non 


eſſe, Nulli enim tribui debet jus regendi hominum confcientiam, praterquameei qui idem eſt 
ſapientiflimus, & porentifſimus. - Neque in hoc regimine Chriſtus habet vicirium potentiz, 
arque poreſtatis ſux. 


In the proſecution of this Point, I will ſpeak doctrinally to 
theſe three Heads. | | | 
Firſt, How Chriſt obtains this Throne in the Hearts of Men. 

Secondly, How he rales in it, and by what Acts he exerciſeth 
his Kingly Authority. -- | 

Thirdly, Whar- are the Privileges--of thoſe Souls over: whom 
Chriſt: reigns; - And then apply it. - "4 

Fir, We will open the way and manner in which Chriſt ob- Nam infinica + 
tains a'Throne in the Hearts'of Men, and that is-by Conqueſt: For Pacſias, quan- 
tho the: Souls of the Ele are his by Donation, and right of Re- gums 7Icaris 
demption; the Father gave them to him, and he died for them 3 nem nuttum 
yec Satan hath the fart poſſeflion : And fo it fares with Chriſt, as cadere poreſt ; - 
it did with Abrabam, ro whom God gave the Land of Canaan by <ciam eſt 
Promiſe and Covenant z but the Canaanites, Perezites, and Sons np *.a 
of 414k had the aQual pofleflion of it, and: Abraham's Poſterity guoa > or MES 
muſt fight for it, and winit by Inches before they: enjoy it. - The omnem exclu- 
Houſe 1s conveyed to Chriſt by him chat builtic, bur the ſtrong dar, ur Parris 
Man armed keeps the poſſeſſion ot it, til] a ſtronger than he comes " A Mari 
and ej2&s him, Luke 11,20,21,22, Chrift muſt fight his way into 14, bis £2-c. 
the Soul, tho he have right to-enter-as into his dearly purchaſed yicariarus non 
Poſtefhion.. ' And fo he doth; for when the time of recovering poteſt habere - 
them is-come, he ſends forth his Armies to ſubdue them 3 asit is / nigni - 
Pal. 216, 3: Thy People. ſhall be willing-in the-day of thy Power, The com. p. hr, 
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J1M7 C12 Hebrew may as ficly be rendred, and is ſo by ſome, in the day of 
la die CxetCl- gþzye Armies; wWhen' the Lord Jeſus ſent forth his Armies of 
ark ; gd og Prophets, Apoſtles, Evangelifts, Paſtors, Teachers, under the 
apoſtolis & Condut of his Spirit, armed with that two-edged Sword, the 
xttis eccletia- Word of God, which is ſharp and powerful, Heb. 4.12. But 
rum doQori- that's not all : he cauſes Armies of Convictions and fpiricual 
bue, YOCE E- Troubles to begirt and ſtraiten them on every fide, ſo that they 
yangeln ITT know not what to do. Theſe Convictions, like a ſhower of Ar- 
&CiTes COLIBES : « - , R ; 
& conſtirues TOWS, ſtrike point blank into their Conſciencesz Acts 2. 37. 
tibi regnum. 7hen they heard this, they were pricked to the Heart, and (aid, Men and 
Moller, in l0c. Brethren, what ſhall we do? Chriſt's Arrows are ſharp in the Hearts 
- of his Enemies, whereby the People fall under him, P/at. 45.5,6. 
By. theſe Convictions he batters down all their looſe vain Hopes, 
and levels them with the Earth. | 
Now all their weak Pleas and Defences, from the general 
Mercy of God, the Examples of others, &c. prove but as Paper- 
walls to them. Theſe ſhake their Hearts, even to the Founda- 
tion,. and overturn every high Thought there, that exalts ir ſelf a- 
gainſt the Lord. _ This day in which Chriſt fits down before the 
Soul, and ſummons it by ſuch Meſlengers as theſe, is a day of dif- 
treſs within ; yea, ſuch a day of trouble that none is like it. Burt 
tho it be ſo, yer Satan hath ſo deeply intrencht himſelf in the 
Mind and Will, that the Soul yields not at the firſt ſummons, till 
its Proviſions withinare ſpent, and all irs Towers of Pride, and 
Walls of vain Confidence be undermined by the Goſpel, and ſha- 
ken down about its Ears: and then the Soul deſires a Parley with 
Chriſt. O now it would be glad of terms, any terms, if it may 
but fave its Life ; Jet all goas a prey to the Conqueror. Now it 
ſends many ſuch Meſlages as theſe to Chriſt, who is come now to 
the very Gates of the Soul, Mercy, Lord, Mercy ; O werel but 
aſſured thou wouldſt receive, ſpare and pardon me, I would open 
to thee thenext moment ! Thus the Soul is />«t wp to the Faith of 
Chriſt, as it is Gal.3.2 3. and reduced now to the greateſt ſtrait and 
loſs imaginable; and now che merciful King, whoſe only defign is 
ro conquer Hearts, hangs forth the white Flag of Mercy before the 
Soul, giving it hopes it ſhall be ſpared, pitied, and pardoned, tho 
ſo long in Rebellion againſt him, if yer it will yield it ſelf roChriſt. 
Many ſtaggerings, helitations, irreſolutions, doubts, fears, ſcru- 
ples, half-reſolves, reaſonings for and againſt, there are at the 
.Counci]-Table of Man's own Heart at this time. Sometimes 
there is no hope; Chriſt will ſlay meif I go forth co him, = 
then 
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then it trembles. But then, who ever found him ſo that tried him ? 
Other Souls have yielded, and found Mercy beyond all their ex- 
pectation. O bur I have been a deſperate Enemy againſt him. 
Admit it, yet thou haſt the word of a King for it 3 Let the wicked 
forſake bis way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts z and let him turn to 
the Lord, and he will have Xercy on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon him, Iſa. 55. 7. | . 

Bur the time of Mercy is paſt, Thave ſtood out too long : yer 
- if it were ſo, How is it that Chriſt hath not made ſhort work, and 
cut me off? ſer Fire, Hell-fire to my Soul, and withdrawn the 
Siege? Still he waiteth that he may be gracious, and is exalted 

that he may have Compaſſion. A thouſand ſuch Debates there 
are, till at laſt the Soul conſidering, if it abide in Rebellion, ic 

muſt needs periſh; if it go forth to Chriſt, ic can but periſh; and 

being ſomewhat encouraged by the meſſages of Grace ſent into 

the Soul at this time, ſach as that, Heb. 7. 25. Wherefore he is able 

to ſave ts the utmoſt all that come unto God by him ;, and that, 70h.6.37. 

He that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt ont; and that, Iat.11.28, 

Come unto me 3e that are weary, and heavy laden, ayd 1 will give you reſt : 

Ic is at laſt reſolved to open to Chriſt ; and ſaith, Srand openye e- 

verlaſting Gates, and be ye opened ye everlaſting Doors 3 the King of Glory 
ſhall come in. Now the Will ſpontaneouſly opens to Chriſt ; that 
Fort-royal ſubmits, and yields 3-. all the Aﬀections open to him : 

The Will brings Chriſt the Keys of all the Rooms in the Sou]. 

Concerning this triumphant Entrance of Chriſt inte the Soul, we 

may ſay, as the P/almiſt rhetorically ſpeaks concerning the tri- 

umphant Entrance of 1ſ-ae! into Canaan, Pal. 1 14.5,6. The Moun- 

tains skipped like Rams, and the little Hills like Lambs ; what ailed thee 

O thou Sea, that thou fleddeſt ? thou Jordan, that thou waſt driven back ? 

So here, in a like rhetorical Triumph, we may ſay, the Mountains 

and Hills skip like Rams, the fixed and obſtinate Will ſtarts 

from its own Baſis and Centerz the rocky Heart rends in twain. 

A poor Soul comes to the Word full of Ignorance, Pride, Selt- 

love, deſperate Hardneſs, and fixed Reſolutions to go on in its 

way 3 and by an hour's Diſcourſe the Tide turns, fordas is driven 

back : What aileth chee thou ſtout Will, that thou ſurrendreſt to 

Chriſt 2 thou hard Heart, that thou relenteſt, and the Waters 
guſh out ? And thus the Soul is won to Chriſt : He writes down 

his Terms, and the Soul willingly ſubſcribes them. Thus it comes 
in to Chriſt by free and hearty Submiſſion, deſiring nothing more 


than ro come under the Government of Chriſt for time to come. 
Aa Secondly, 
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Secondly, Let us ſee how Chriſt rules 1n the Souls of ſuch as ſub- 
mit to him... And there are fix things in which he exerts his 
Kingly Authority over them. 2 
It is proper to 1, He impoſes a new Law upon them, and enjoins them to be ſevere and 
Chriſt, who punttual in their Obedience to it, The Soul was a Behalite before, 
_ 6. nag and could endure no reRTag ; "us _ = it ones : = -_ 
an » . . . . . . 
ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, aiſobeatent, ſerving arvers Luſts and Plea- 
mw os f ah ſures, Tit. 3. 3. What ever the Fleſh craved, and the ſenſual 
ſciences of Men, Appetite whined after, it muſt have, coſt what it would coſt : 
#0 bind them ty if Damnation were the price of it, it would have it, provided it 
his PR__— ſhould not be preſent pay. Now it muſt not be any longer 
Chan x mg it, &v0uQG- Kay HAV wwouG- mf xeiw, without Law to God 
1. Becauſe this but under Law to Chriſt. Thoſe are the Articles of Peace which 
Authority of the Soul willingly figns, in the day of its admiſſion to Mercy, 
Chriſt is _— Mar. 11. 29. Take my Yoak upon you, and learn of me, This Law of 
ae | >" *he the Spirit of Life, which is in Chrift Jeſus, makes them free from the Law 
Authority of a of Sin and Death, Rom. 8.2. Here's much ſtrineſs, but no bon- 
Husband,which dage : For the Law is not only written in Chriſt's Statute-book 
cannot 9 cM- the. Bible, but copied out by his Spirit upon the Hearts of his 
_—_ -* Subjects, in 573 þ 1003 eo 5 which makes Obedience 
' 1Cor.9.21,22. A Pleaſure, and Self-denial eaſy. *Chriſt's Yoak is lined with Love, 
ſo that it never galls the Necks of his People: 1 Joh. 5. 3. His 
Commanaments are not grievous. The Soul that comes under Chriſt's 
Government, muſt. receive Law from Chriſt; and under Law 
every thought of the Heart muſt come. 
 ., 2. He rebukes and chaſtiſes Souls for the violations and tranſgreſſions of 
his Law: That's another a& of Chriſt's Regal Authority 5 whom he 
loves he rebukes and chaſftens, Heb. 12, 6, 7. Theſe Chaſtiſements 
of Chriſt are either by the Rod of Providence upon their Bodies and 
outward comforts, or upon their Spirics and inward .comforts. 
Sometimes his Rebukes are ſmart upon the outward Man, . 1 Cor. 
T1.30., For this cauſe many among you are weakly,and fick,and many ſleep. 
They had not that dueregard to his Body that became them, and 
he will make their Bodies to ſmart for it. ' And he had rather 
their fleſh ſhould ſmart, than their ſouls ſhould periſh. Some- 
times he ſpares their outward, and afflis their inner Man, which 
Is. much ſmarter Rod. He withdraws Peace, and takes away 
Joy from the Spirits of his People. The hidings of his Face are 
ſore Rebukes. © However, all is for emendation, - not for de- 
ſtryction. Anditis nor the leaſt- f opars of Chriſt's Subjects, 
to have a ſeaſonable and fanified Rod to reduce them from the 
ways 
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ways of Sin: Pſal. 23.3. Thy Rod, and thy Staff they comfort me. O- 
thers. are ſuffered to go on ſtubbornly in the way of cheir own 
Heartsz Chriſt will not ſpend a Rod upon them for their good, 

will not call them to account for any of their Tranſgreſſions, buc 

will reckon with them for all together in Hell. | 

3. Another Regal Af of Chriſt, is the reſtraining and keeping back his 

Servants from Iniquity,and withholding them from thoſe Courſes which their 
own Hearts would incline and lead them to: Foreven in them there is 
2 Spirit bent to backſliding, but the Lord in tenderneſs over them, 
keeps back their Souls from Iniquity, and that when they are up- 
on the very brink of fin ; 14 feet were almoſt gone, my ſteps were well 
nigh ſlipr, Plal. 73. 2. Then doth the Lord prevent Sin, by re- 
moving the occaſion providencially z or by helping them to re- 
{iſt the Temptation, graciouſly aſſiſting their Spirits in the trial, 
ſo that no Temptation ſhall befal them, buta way of eſcape ſhall. 
be opened that they may be able to bear it, 1 Cor.10.13. And thus 
his People have frequent occaſions to bleſs his Name for his pre- 
venting Goodneſs, when they are almoſt in the midſt of all Evil. 
And this I take to be the meaning of 'Gal. 5. 16. This I ſay they, 
walk, in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the Lufts of the Fleſh 5, termpt- 
ed by them ye may be, but fulfil them ye ſhall not: My Spirit 
{hall cauſe the Tempration to die, and wither away in the Womb, 
in the Embrio of it, ſo that it ſhall nor come to a full birth. 

4. He protefts them in his ways, and ſuffers them not to relapſe ſro Chriſt and all 
him into a ſtate of Sin, and Bondage to Satan any more, Indeed he is %is /ittle ones 
reſtleſs in his endeavours to wre af them again to his Obedience ; _ his —_ 
he never leaves tempting and ſoliciting for their return: and j,5,m. Þ 
where he finds a falſe Profeſlor, he prevailsz but Chyiſt keeps his circle 5 3:5 
that they depart not again. Joh. 17. 12. All that thow haſt given me Arms,is ſo ſure, 
I have kept, and nove of them is loft., but the Son of perdition, They *4t caſt him 
are kept by the mighty power of God, through Faith to Salvation, 1 Pet. are n 
1. 5. Kept as ina Gariſon, according che importance of. that 5, jay 
word. None more /o/icired, none more /afe than the People of come up again, 
God. They are preſerved in Chriſt 7eſw, Jude 1, It isnot their 414 nt /oſe ore, 
own Grace that ſecures them, but Chriſt's care, and continual 24 - hat 
watchfulneſs. Our own Graces left to themſelves, would quick- ,,;*;. 7,7 ;n 
ly prove but weights ſinking us to our own ruin, as one ſpeaks. the reling. 
This is his Covenant with them, Jer. 32. 4. 7 will put my fear in perfeaiones 
their inwards, and they ſhall not depart from me. Thus as a King he fibi reli, 
preſerves them. . _ ponders 

Fo As a King he rewards their ns 91 and encourages their ſincere "> Rua 

I a 2 | ea 
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Services. Thoall they do for Chriſt be duty, yet he hath united 
their comfort with their duty 3 this I had, becanſe I kept thy Pre- 
cepts, Pſal. 119. 56. They are engaged to take this encouragement 
with them to every duty, that he whom they ſeek, is a bountiful 
rewarder of ſuch as diligently feek him, Heb, 11, 6. O what a good 
Maſter do the Saints ſerve ! Hear how a King expoſtulates with 
his Subjects, Jer. 2. 31. Have 1 been a barren Wilderneſs, or a Land 
of darkneſs toyou? q. d, Have I been ſucha hard Maſter to you ? 
Have you any reaſon to' complain of my Service? To whomſo- 
- ever I have been ſtraic-handed, ſurely I have not been foto you. 
You have not found the ways or wages of Sin like mine. 
Brabeutem a- 6, Hepacifies all inward Trenbles, and commands Peace when their 
Bit, five Ag0- Spirits are tumultuous, This Peace of God rules in their Hearts, Col. 
norte rorge af. Ze IFe It doth Peaxptve, aft the part of an Ulmpire, in appeaſing 
fe&us; nam Strife within. When the tumultuous Aﬀections are up, and in 
GeaCivay id a hurry 3 when Anger, Hatred, and Revenge begin to riſe in the 
ſignificax: cum Son], this huſhes and ſtills all. 7 wil! hearken (faith the Church) 
ging (pur 4;. what God the Lord will ſpeak, for he will ſpeak Peace to his People, and to 
5 noftris his Saints, Pſal. 85.8. Herhat ſaith to the raging Sea, Be ſtill, and: 
rurbidi affec- it obeys|1im 3 he only can pacify the diſquieted Spirit. They ſay 
rus, irz, odii, of Frogs, that if they be croaking never ſo much in the night, 
dam on Ya bring but a Light among them, and they are all quiet: Such a 
Tm officinm LIght 15 the Peace of God among our diſordered Aﬀections. 
facere, 5. e Theſeare Chriſt's Regal As. And he puts them forth upon the 
inſtar agono- Souls of his People, powerfully, ſweetly, ſutably. 
therz litres d- (1,) Powerfully : whether he reſtrains from Sin, or impels to 
_— *- Duty, he doth it with a Soul-determining Efficacy ; For h:s King- 
: "dom ii not in Word, but in Power, 1 Cor. 4. 20. And thoſe whom 
his Spirit leads, go bound in the Spirit; to the fulfilling and diſ- 
charge of their Duties, As 20. 22, And yer, 
(2.) He rules not by eaqmpulſion, but moſt rectly, His Law 
is a Lay of Love, written upon their Hearts. The Church is the 
Lamb's Wife, Rev. 19.7. A bruiſed Reed he ſhall not break, aud 
[moaking Flax he ſhall not quench, Iſa. 42.2, 3. IT beſeech you by the 
meekneſs, and gentleneſs of Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. x0. 1: 
For he delighteth in free, not in forced Obedience. He rules Chil- 
dren, not Slaves. And fo his Kingl Power is mixed with Fatherly 
Love, His Yoak is not made of ro», but Gold. 
(3.) Herules chem ſutably to their Natures, in a rational way: 
Ho. 11. 4. 1adrew them with the cords of a Man, with bands of Love, 
7, e, in a way proper to convince their Reaſon, and workupon 


their 
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their Ingenuity. And thus his internal Kingdom is adminiſtred 
by his Spirit, who is his Prorex, or Vicegerent in our Hearts. . 

Thirdly, And Laftly ; We will open the Privileges pertaining 
to all the Subjects of chis Spiritual Kingdom. And they are ſuch 
as follow. 

I. Thoſe Souls over whom Chriſt reigns, are certainly and fully ſet free 
from the Curſe of the Law, If the Son make you free, then are you free 
;ndeed, Joh. 8. 36. I ſay not, they are tree from the Law as a 
Rule of Life ; ſuch a Freedom were no Privilege to them at all : 
but free from the rigorous Exactions, and terrible Maledi&tions 
of it 3 to hear our Liberty proclaim'd from this Bondage, is the 
joyful Sound indeed, the bleſſedſt Voice that ever our Ears heard. 
And this all that are in-Chriſt ſhall hear 3 * we be led by the Spirit, 
we are not mider the Law, Gal. 5. 18. Bleſſed are the People that hear 
this joyful ſound, Pal. 89. T5. q7 

2, Another Privilege of Chriſt's Subje&s, is freedom from the d1- 
minion of Sin. Rom. 6. 14+. Sin ſhall not reign over them ;, for they are s vers; 
not under the Law, but under Grace, One Heaven cannot bear two 
Sans; nor one Soul two Kings: when Chriſt takes che Throne, 
Sin quits it. It's true, the Being of Sin isthere ſtill ; irs defiling 
and troubling power remains ſtil}, but its Dominion is aboliſhed. 
O joytul tidings ! O welcome day ! 

3. Another Privilege of Chriſt's SubjefFs, is Proteftion in all the Trog- 
bles and Dangers to which their Souls or Bodies are expoſed, This Man 
ſhall be the Peace, when the Afſyrian ſpall come into our Land, and 
when he ſhall tread in onr Palaces, Mic. 5-5. Kings owe ProteRion 
. fo their Subje&ts. None fo able, ſo faithful in that work, ' as 
Chriſt : All chow gaveſt me, I have kept, and none is loſt, Joh.17.12. 

4. dmther Privilege of Chriſt's Subjeits, is a mergiful and tender 
bearing of their Burdens and Infirmities, They have a meek and pa- 
tient King ; Tel! the Daughter of Sion, thy King cometh meek and 
lowly, Mat. 21.5. Mat. 11-29. Take my yoak, and learn of me, for I 
am meek and lowly. The meek ſes could not bear the Proyoca- 
tions of the People, Nzmb. 11, 12, but Chriſt bears them all : 
He carries the Lambs in his Arms, and gently leads them that be with 
young, Ifa. 4z.1t. He is one that can have compaſſion upon the 
Ignorant, and them that are out of the way. 

5. Again, Sweet Peace, and Tranquility of Soul, is the Privilege of 
the Subjetts of this Kingdom : For this Kingdom eonſiſteth in Peace, 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. Andtill Souls come under 


| his Scepter, they thall never find Peace: Come mnto me ge that are 
Weary, 
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weary, 1 will give you reft, Yet do not miſtake, I (oy por they have 
all actual Peace, at all times : No, they often break that Peace by 
ſin 3 but they have the root of Peace, the groundwork and cauſe 
of Peace. If they have nor Peace, yet they have that which is 
convertible into Peace at any time. They alſo are in a ſtate of 
Peace. Rom. 5. 11. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with Goa. 
This is a Feaſt every day z a Mercy which they only can duly 
value, that are in the depths of trouble for Sin. 21 

6. AndLaſtly, Everlaſting Salvation « the Privilege of all over 


whom Chriſt reigns, Prince and Saviour are joined together, 


As 5.31. Hethat.can ſay, thou ſhalt guide me with thy Counſels, 
may add what follows, and afterwards bring me to Glory, Pſal. 7 3. 
24. Indeed the Kingdom of Grace doth but breed up Children 
for the Kingdom'of Glory. And to ſpeak as the thing is, it's the 
Kingdom of Heaven here begun. The difference betwixt them 
isnot ſpecifical, but only gradual ; and therefore this as well as that 

the-name of the Kingdom of Heaven. The King is the 
ſame, and the Subjects the fame. The Subjects of this are ſhort- 
ly to be tranſlated to that Kingdom. - Thus I have named, and 
indeed bur named, ſome few of thoſe ineſtimable Privileges of 
Chriſt's Subjects. We next apply it. | 

Inference 1. 

How great as their Sin and Miſery who continne in bondage to Sin and 
Satan, and refuſe the Government of Chriſt ! Who had rather fit un- 
der the ſhadow of that Bramble,: than under the ſweet and power- 
ful Government of Chriſt. Satan writes his Laws in the Blood 
of his Subjects, grinds. them with cruel -Oppreſſion,. weats them 
out with bondage todivers Luſts, and rewards their ſervice with 
everlaſting Miſery. And yet how few are weary of it, and wil- 
ling to-come over to Chriſt ! ** Behold (faid one of Chriſt's He- 


Gurnall's Chriſ-< r21ds) Chriſt is in the Field ſent of God to recover his Right, 
Fan Armour, < and your Liberty : His Royal Standard is pitchr in the Goſpel, 


P. 218, 


« and Proclamation made thac if any. poor Sinners weary of the 
« Devil's Government, and laden with the miſerable Chains of 
© his ſpiritual Bondage, (fo as theſe Irons of his Sins enter into 
&« his very Soul, to affli& it with the ſenſe of them) ſhall thus 
* come and repair to Chriſt, he ſhall have prote&tion from God's 
«* Juſtice, the Devil's Wrath, and Sin's dominion; ina word, he 
« ſhall havereſt, and char glorious, 1/a.I1. 10. ; 
And yer howtew ſtir a foot towards Chriſt, but are willing 
to have their ears boared, and be perpetual ſlaves cothat cruel Ty- 
rant ? 
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rant ? O whea will Sinners be weary of their Bondage, and figh 
* after Deliverance ! If any ſuch poor Soul hall read theſe Lines, 
letchimknow, and I do proclaim it in the Name of my Royal 
Maſter, and give him the word of a King for it, he ſhall not be 
rejected by Chriſt, pa 6. 37, Come poor Sinners, come, the 
Lord Jeſus is a merciful King, and never did, nor will hang up that 
poor Penitent, that puts the Rope about his own Neck, and ſub- 
mits to Mercy. 
Inference 2. 

How much doth it concern us to enquire and know whoſe Government 
Wwe are under, and who is King over our Souls ; whether Chriſt or Sa- 
tan be in the Throne, and ſways the Scepter over our Souls ? . 

Reader, the Work I would now engage thy Soul in, is the 
ſame that Jeſus Chriſt will throughly and-effectually do in the 
great day. Then will he gather out of his Kingdom every thing 
thac: offends, ſeparate the Tares and Wheat ; divide the whole 
World into two Ranks, or grand Diviſions, how many Diviſions 
and Sub-diviſtons ſoever there be in it now, It ned 7 CONCerns 
thee therefore to know who is Lord and King in thy Soul, To 
help thee in this great Work, make uſe of the following hints 3 
for I cannot fully proſecute theſe things as I would. &1 

1. To whos do you yield your Obedience? His Snbjetts aud Servants O how many of 
Je are to whom ye obey, Rom. 6. 16. It's but a mockery to give my _ 
Chriſt the empty Titles of Lord and King, whilſt + ive yourreal j" 794 
Service to Sin and Satan. What is this but like t © own to bow that we might 
the Knee to him, and ſay, Hail Maſter, and crucify him ? They take the half 
are ye his Diſciples, if ye do whatſoever he commands you, Joh. 15.14. 9 himonly, and 
He thar is Chuiſt's Servant in je, ſhall be damried in earneſt Tie "% ofces 
Chriſt doth not compliment with you ; his Pardons, Promiles, {,;:;,, 2 4c 
Salvations are real; O let your Obedience be fo too! Let it be Lord s a cum- 
fincere and univerſal Obedience, this will evidence your un- #er/ome word ; 
feigned Subjeftion to Chriſt. Do not dare to enterprize any w_ &s — , 
thing, till you know Chriſt's Pleaſure and Willz Row. 12. 2: |," 551... 
Enquire of Chriſt, as David did of the Lord, 1 Same2 3.9,10,1 1. tion, and. per- 
Lord, may I do this or that, or ſhall I forbear ? I befeech thee fe# #lineſs, is 
tell thy Servant. the cumberſome 

2. Have you the power of Godlineſs, er a form of it only? There —__ od 
be many that do but trifle in Religion, and play abour the skirts c3,;75 nd 
and borders of it; ſpending their time abour jejune and barren hat we e/chew- . 
Controverſies z bur as to the power of Religion, and life of God- and jbift +#. 


lineſs, which conſiſts in Communion with God in —. _ 
rdi- 
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.Ordinances, which. promotes Holinels, and mortifies their Luſts, 


they concern not themſelves about theſe things. But ſurely, the | 
Kingdom of God is not in word, but in Power, 1 Cor. 4.20. It isnot 
Meat and Drink (that is, dry Diſputes about Meats and Drinks) 
but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and 7oy in the Holy Ghoſt 3, for he that in 
theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and approved of Men, 
Rom.14.17,18. OI am afraid when the great Hoſt of Profeſſors 


- ſhall be cried by theſe Rules, they will ſhrink up into a little 


handful, as Gideorn's Hoſt did. _ ; 

3. Have ye the ſpecial ſaving Knowledg of Chriſt ? All his Sub- 
jects are tranſlated out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, Co!. 1. 1 3. 
The Devil that ruleth over you in the days of your Ignorance, is 
called the Ruler of the Darkneſs of this World : His Subjects are all 


blind, elſe he could never rule them: As ſoon as their Eyes be 


opened, they run out of his Kingdom, and there 1s no retaining 
them in ſubjecion co him any longer. O enquire then, whecher 
you are brought out of Darkneſs into this marvellous Light ! Do 
you ſee your Condition, how ſad, miſerable, wretched it is by na- 
ture? Do you ſee your Remedy, as it lies only in Chriſt, and his 
precious Blood 2 Do you ſee the true way 'of obtaining Intereſt 
in that Blood by Faith > Doth this KnowledgTun into Practice, 
and put .you upon lamenting heartily your \Miſery by : Sin ? 


- thirſting vehemently after Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs ? ſtriving 
continually for a Heart to believe, and clote with Chiiſt > This 


will evidence you indeed to be tranſlated our of the Kingdom of 


.-Darkneſs-into the Kingdom. of Chriſt. Bye 


4» With. whom do you delightfully aſſociate your ſelves ? who are your 


choſen Companions ? You may ee to whom you belong by the Com- 


pany you join your ſelves to. What do the Subjects of Chriſt 
among the Slaves of Satan? If the Subjects of one Kingdom be 
in another King's Dominions, they love to be together with 
their own Country-men, rather than the Natives of the place; 


fo do the Servants of. Chriſt. They- are a company of them- 


ſelves, as .it is ſaid, As 4.23, They went to their own Company. 
I know the SubjeRts of both Kingdoms are here mingled, and 
we cannot avoid the company of Sinners, exeept we go out of 
the World, x Cor. 5. 10. But yet all your Delights ſhould be in 
the Saints, and in the excellent of the Earth, P/al. 16. 3. 

5. Do ge live holy and righteous Lives* It not, you may claim 
Tntereſt in Chriſt as your King, bur he will never allow vour 
Claim. The Scepter of his Kingtlom is a Scepter of Righteos/1:(5, 

; ; Pal. 
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P{al.45.6. It ye opprels, go beyond, and cheat your Brethren, and 
yet call your ſelves Chriſt's Subjeas, what greater Reproach can 
ye {tudy to caſt upon him? What ! is Chriſt the King of Cheats? 
Doth he patronize ſuch things as theſe? No, no, pull off your 
Vizards, and fa}l into your own places 3 you belong to another 
Prince, and- not to Chriſt. 
Inference 3. | 

Doth Chriſt-exerciſe ſuch a Kingly Power over the Souls of 

a]l-chem that are ſubdued 'by the Goſpel to him ? © then /et all 


that are ander Chriſt's Government walk as the Subjefts of ſuch a King, Regis ad ex- 
Imitate your King; the Examples of Kings are very influential empium rorus 

upon cheir Subjects. Your King hath commanded you not only <2pomicur 
to take his Yoke upon you, bur alſo to learn of him, 4art.11,29. * - 


Yea, and if any Man fay that he is Chriſt's, let him walk even as 
Chriſt walked, 1 Joh. 2.6. Your King is meek and patient, 1/2. 
53-7. as a Lamb for Meeknels : Shall his Subjects be Lions for 
Fiercene(s? Your King was humble and lowly 3 ar. 21. 5. Be- 
hold, the King cometh mech and lowly : Will ye be proud and lofty ? 
Doth this become the Kingdom of Chriſt? Your King was a 
{elf-denying King; he could deny his outward Comforts, Eaſe, 
Honour, Lite, to ſerve his Father's Deſign, and accompliſh your 
Salvation, 2 Cor. 8. 9. Phil.2. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, $. Shall his Ser- 
vants be felf-ended, and felf-ſeeking perſons, that will expoſe 
bis Honour, and hazard their own Souls for the trifles of Time? 
God forbid. Your King was painful, laborious and diligent in 
fulfilling his Work, 7oh. 9. 3. Let not his Servants be lazy and 
{lothful. O imitate your King, follow the Pattern of your King: 
this will give you Comfort now, and Boldneſs in the day of Judg- 
ment, if as he was, ſo ye are in this World, 1 eh. 4-17. 


Ser. 37... 
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ErauEs. I. 22. 


And bath put all things under bis feet, and gave him 
to be the bead over alt things to the Church. 


Adoration of the Grace of God, in bringing theſe Ephe- 

K FJans to believe in Chriſt. This effe& of that Power 
that raiſed their Hearts to believe in Chriſt, is here- compared 
with that other glorious effe& of it, even the raifing of Chriſt 
himſelf from the dead: Both theſe owe themſelves to the ſame 
efficient Cauſe. Ir raiſed Chriſt from a low Eſtate, even from the 
dead, to a high, a very high and glorious ſtate ; to be the Head 
both of the 0r/d, and of the Church; the Head of the World by 
way of Dominion, the Head of the Church by way of Union, 
and ſpeciaFInfluence, ruling the World for the good of his People 
init. He gave him to be Head over all things to the Church, 

In this Scripture ler theſe tour things be ſeriouſly heeded. 

I- The Dignity and Authority committed to Chriſt : He hath 
put all things under his feet 5 which implies full, ample, and abſo- 
lute Dominion in him, and SzbjefFio in them over whom he 
reigns. This Power is delegated ro him by the Farher : For be- 
fides the eſſential, native, ingenite Power and Dominion over all, 
which he hath as God, and is common to every Perſon in the 
Godhead, P/al. 22. 28. there is a mediatory diſpenſed Authority, 
which is proper to him as Mediator, which he receives as the re- 
ward or fruit of his Suffering, . Phil. 2. 8. 

2:. The Subject recipient of this Authoricy, which is Chrift, 
and Chrift primarit, and only: He is the neo dYW1izov, firlt Re- 
ceptacie.of all Authoriry and Power. Whatever Authority any 
Geatnre 55. clothed with, is but. mmiferial and derivative; whether 


it. 


= E foregoing Verſes are-ſpent in a thankful and humble 
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it be Political or Eccleſiaſtical, Chriſt is the only Lord, Jude 4. the 
Fountain of all Power. | 
3. The Obje# of this Authority, the whole Creation; 44 
things are put under his feet : He rules from Sea to Sea, even to the 
utmoſt bounds of God's Creation. Thou haſt given him power over 
all Fleſh, Joh. 17.2. all Creatures, rational and irrational, ani- 
m_ and inanimate, Angels, Devils, Men, Winds, Seas, all obey 
Um. 
4. Andeſpecially, take notice of the fins exi, End for which he 
overns and rules the univerſal Empire : It is to the Charch, 1. e. 
or the Advantage, Comfort, and Salvation of that choſent Rem- 
nant he died for. He purchaſed the Church 3 and that he might 
have the __ ſecurity that his Blood ſhould not be loſt, God 
che Father hath put ail chings into his hand, to order and diſpoſe 
all as he pleaſech. For the furtherance of chat his deſign and end, 
as he bought the Perſons of ſome, fo the Services of all the reſt ; 
and that they might effectually ſerve the End they are deſigned to, 
Chriſt will order them all in a bleſſed ſubordination and ſubſer- 
viency thereunto. Hence the Point is, | 


Doc. That all the Affairs of the Kingdom of Providence are ordered 
and determined by feſus Chriſt, for the ſpecial Advantage, and 
everlaſting Good of his reacemed People, 


Joh. 17. 2. As thou haft given him power over all Fleſh, that he 
/honld give Eternal Life. to as many as thou haſt given him, Hence it 
comes to pals, that all things work together for good to them that love 
Ged, to them that are the called according to his purpoſe, Rom. 8. 28, 

That Jeſus Chriſt hach a providential Influence upon all the 
Affairs of this World, is evident both from - Scriptere- Aſertions, 
= Rational Obſervations, made upon the acings of things here 

elow. 

The firſt Chapter of Zzekie! contains an admirable Scheme or 
Draught of Providence. There you ſee how all the Wheelg 
that is, the Motions and Revolutions here on Exth, are guided 
by the Spiric thatis in cher. And wer. 26. it's all run up into th 
fupream Cauſe : There you find one like the Son of Man, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt, ſitting upon the Throne, and giving forth Orders 
from thence for the Government of all: And it it were not fo, 
how is it that there are {uch ſtrong Combinations, and Prediſpo- 
{itions of Perſons and ar to ſuch ends and iſſues, without 
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nv communications of Counſels, or holding of Intelligence 
with one another? as in //rae/s deliverance out of Fgypr, and in- 
rumerable more inſtances have appeared. Cettainly if ten Men 
from ſeveral places ſhould all meet ar one place, and about one 
fines, without any fore-appointment among themſelves, it 
would argue their Motions were ſecretly over-ruled by ſome invi- 
ſible Agent, How is it that ſuch marvellous Effects are produced 
in the World by Cauſes that carry no proportion to them ?- Amos 
5.9. and 1 Cor. 1.27. and as ofcen. the moſt apt and likely means 
are rendred wholly ineffetual> P/al. 33. 16. In a word, if 
Chriſt have no ſuch providential Influx, how are his people in 
all ages preſerved in the midſt of ſo many millions of potent and 
1alicious enemies, ameneglt whom they live as ſheep in the midſt 
of wolves? Lyke 10. 3. How 1s it that the Buſh burns, and yet 
isnot conſumed ? Exod. 3. 2, ; 
Bur my bulineſs in this Diſcourſe is not to prove that there is 
2 Providence, which none bur Arheiſts deny. I ſhall chooſe ra- 
ther to ſhew by what Acts Jeſus Chriſt adminiſters this King- 
dom, and in what manner; and what uſe may be made " wanes | 
Firſt, He rules and orders the Kingdom of Providence, by 
ſupperting, permitting, reſtraining, limiting, protefting, puniſhing, and 
rewardizg thole over whom he reigns providentially. - 
Proprer Eccle- 1, He ſupports the World, and all Creatures init, by his-Pow- 
fizm in mundo er, Ay Father works hitherto, and 1 work, John 5.17, And in 
as MUBUU*, 224 (that 15, in Chriſt) al things conſiſt, Col. 1.17, It's a conſi- 
aoguin v2 derable part of Chriſt's Glory to have. a whole world of Crea-- 
iagraree. oce- Cures Owing their Beings and hourly Conſervations ro him. The 
lum & terra ; parts of. the World are not coupled and faſtned together as the - 
quia mundus parts of a Houſe, whoſe Beams are pinn'd and nail'd to each o0- 
oo oe Kar cher ; but rather as ſeveral Rings of Iron, which hang together 
rici, fquicem DY the virtue of a Loadſtone. This goodly Fabrick was razed 
plenus eſtblaſ- to the foundation when Sin entred, and had tumbled into ever- 
phemiis & im- Jaſting confuſton, had nor Chriſt ſlept 1n to ſhore up the reeling 
pietate. Ni! 0- World, Forthe fakes of his Redeemed that inhabit it,- he doth - 


ne) i 0g and will prop. it by his omnipotent Power. And when he hath 


rarer Eccleſia Bathered all his Ele& our of it into the Kingdom above, then 
mundum, uno Wil he fet fire to the four quarters of ir, and it ſhall lie in white 
mamento pe- Aſhes, - Mean while, he is gizen for a Covenant tothe People, to efta- 


Tirent OMmuitae 47: "x 
TL.:t her in bliſh the Earth, a. 49, 8, 


Gen. 39, 


2, He permits and ſuffers the worſt of Creatures in his Domi- 
nion to be, and a as they do. - The deceived and the deceiver-are bu, 
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7b 12, 16, Even thoſe that fight againſt Chriſt and his People, 
receive both power and permittion from him. Say not that it's 
unbecoming the moſt Holy to permit ſuch Evils, - which he could 
prevent if he pleaſed. For as he permics no more than he will 
over-rule tolys praiſe, ſo that very permiſſion of his is holy and 
juſt. Chrilt's' working is nor coatounded with the Creatures. 
Pure Sun-beams are not tainted -by the noiſom vapours of the 
Dunghki| on-which they ſhine. His Holineſs hath no fellowſhip 
with cheir Iniquities ; nor are their Tranſgrefſions at all excuſed 
by his permiſſions of them. 'He zs a Rock, his Work us perfeF; bat 
they have corrupted themſelves, Deut. 32. 4, 5. This holy pernnſlt- 
on 1s but the with-holding of thole reſtraints from their Luſts; 
and denying thoſe common aſſiſtances which he is no way bound 
to givechem. Acts 14.16: He ſuffered all Nations to walk in their 
own wajs, - And yet ſhould he permit ſinful Creatures to act our 
all the wickedneſs that is in their hearts, there would neither re- 
main peace nor order in; the World. And therefore, $i 
' 3. He powerfully reftrains Creatures by the bridle of 'Provi- 
| dence, from rche-commitlion of thoſe things to which their hearts 
are propenſe enough. Pal. 76: 10. The remainder of wrath thou Nin 
wilt reftrain, Or gird up 3 letting forth-juſt ſo much as ſhall ſerve accinzes. 3rmr. - 
his holy ends, and no more. And truly this is one of theglori- | 
ous myſteries of Providence, which amazes the ſerious and confi- 
derate Soul; to {ce the Spirit of a Creature fuily ſet to do mi(- 
chief; -Power-enough, as one would think; 1a his hand to do it, 
and a door of opportunity ſtanding open for-it ; and yet the effect 
ſtrangely hindred. The ſtrong propeniions of the Will are in- 
wardly check'd, as in the caſe of Laban, Gen. 31. 24. or a diver- 
fon and rub is itrangely caſt in their way 3 as in the caſe of Sena- 
cherib, 2 Kings 19. 7, 8. ſo that their hands cannot perform their en- 
terprizes. falian had two great deſigns before him, one was to 
conquer the Perſians, the other to root out the Galileans, as he 
by way of contempt called the Chriſtians : but he will begin wich 
the Perſians firſt, and then make a Sacrifice of all che Chriſtians to 
his Idols. He doth ſo, and perithes in the firſt attempt. Orthe 
wiſdom of Providence ! 

4. Jeſus Chriſt- /imity the Creatures in their acting; afligning 
them their boundaries and lines of liberty 3 to which they may, 
but beyond jr cannot go. Rev. 2. 10; Fear noze of thoſe things 
that ye ſpall ſuffer 5 behoid; the Devil ſhall raft ſon of 50u imo priſos,” 
and ye ſha!l bave tribulation” for ten days: They would Og. 

them-- 


Dyx.Owen in his 
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indwelling Sin, 


< burning, 
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them into their graves, bur it ſhall oaly be into priſons : they 
would have ſtrerch'd out their hands upon them all; no, but on- 
ly ſome of them ſhall be expoſed : they would have kept them 
Che perpetually ; no, it muſt be but for ten days. ZE. 22.6. 
Behold, the Princes of I{rael were in thee, every one to their power to ſhed 
blood. They went as far as they had power to go, not as far as 
they had wil ro go. Four hundred and thirty years were deter- 
mined upon the people of God in Zgype 3 and then, evey in that 
very nizht, God brought them forth-z for then the time of the pro- 


miſe was come, ACts 7. 17. 


5. The Lord Jeſus providentaally prote&s his People amidſt a 


. world of enemies and dangers. Ir was Chriſt that _— un- 


ro- ſes in the flaming Buſh, and preſerved it from being eon- 
ſumed. The Buſh ſignified the People of God in Zgypr - The 
Fire flaming on it, the exquiſite Sufferings they there endured : 


"The Safety of the Buſh amidſt the flames, the Lord's admirable 


care and prote&ion of his poor ſuffering ones. None ſo tenderly 
careful as Chriſt. As birds flying, /o he defends Jeruſalem, 1/a.31.5. 
;,e, as they fly (wiftly towards their neſts, crying when their 
young are in danger 3 fo will the Lord preſerve his. They are 
preſerved in Chriſt feſw, Jude 1. as Noah and his family were in 
the Ark, Hear how a Worthy of our own expreſſes himſelf 
upon this point. | 
« That we are at peace in our houſes, at reſt in our beds ; 
« that we have any quiet in our enjoyments, 1s from hence alone. 
«© Whoſe perſon would not be defiled or deſtroyed > whoſe ha- 
© bitation would not be ruined 2 whoſe blood almoſt would nor 
© be ſhed, if wicked men had power to perpetrate all their con- 
« ceived {in? Ir may be the ruin of ſome of us hath been con- 
© ceived a thouſand times. We are beholden to this Provi- 
© dence of obſtructing fin, for our lives, our families, our eftates, 
* our liberties, and whatſoever is or may be dear tous, For 
« may wenot ſay ſometimes with the Plalmiſt, P/al. 57. 4+ 245 
«© Sonl is among Lions, and I lie even among them that are ſet on fire, 
« even the ſons of men, wheſe teeth are ſpears, and their tongue a ſharp 
© Gord? And how 1s the deliverance of men contrived from 
&« ſuch perſons? P/al-88. 5. God breaks their teeth in their mouths, 
« even the great teeth of the young Liens, He keeps this fire from 
ſome he cuts off and deſtroys: Some he cuts ſhort 
< in their power : Some he deprives of the inſtruments whereby 
& alone they can work : Some he prevents of their defired op- 
” <«« portunities, 
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* portunities, or diverts by other -objets for their luſts; and 
* oftentimes cauſerh them'to ſpend them among themſelves, one 
« upon another. - We may ſay therefore with the Pfalmiſt, P/al. 
* 104. 24. O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wiſaom haſt thon 
« made them all; the Earth ts full of thy Riches, 

6, He puniſhes the evil-doers, and repays by Providence into 
their own lap the miſchief they do, or but intend to do unto 
them that fear him. Pharach, Senacherib, both the falians, and 
innumerable more are the laſting monuments of his righteous Re- 
tribution. 'Tis true, 4 ſimner may do evil a hundred times, and his 


days be. prolonged : but oft-times God hangs up ſome eminent | 


Sinners in chains, as ſpeRacles and warnings to others. - Man 


a heavy blow hath Providence given the enemies of God, - 


which they were never able to claw off.” Chriſt rules, and 
that with a rod of Iron, in the midſt of his enemies, P/al. 
IO, 23. 


z. And Laſtly,, He rewards by Providence the ſervices done to 


him and his people. Our of this treaſure of Providence God re- 


pays oftentimes thoſe that ſerve him, and that with ahundred | 
fold reward now in this life, ar. 19. 29. This active vigilant - 


Providence hath its eye upon all the wants, ſtraits and troubles 
of the Creatures; but eſpecially upon ſuch as Religion brings us 


unto. What huge volumes of Experiences might the people of - 


God write uponthis Subje& ? And what a pleaſant Hiſtory would 
it be to read the ſtrange, conſtant, wonderful, and unexpected 
aQtings of Providence for. them that have leic themſelves to its 
care ? . 


Secondly, We ſhall next enquire how Jeſus Chriſt adminiſters | 


this providential Kingdom. 


And here I muſt take notice of the means by which, and the - 


mamer in which he doth it. The means or inſtruments he uſes in 
the governing the-providential Kingdom, (for ne cannot be per- 


ſonally prefent with us himſelf) are either gels or Aer ;; the 
Angels ave miniftring Creatures ſent forth by him for the good of them * 
that ſhall be heirs of Satuation, Heb. 1.14. Zuther te})ls us they - 
have ewo. offices, ſuperirs canere, & inferins vigilare, tO ling above, - 
and watch beneath. Theſe do ns many invifible offices of Love. - 


They have dear and tender reſpects and love for the Saints. - To 
them God as it were puts forth his Chiidrento nurſe, and -they 


are tenderly careful of them whilſt they live, and bring them - 


10me in their-arms- to-their-Father-when they die. - And as An- 


gels,” 
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gels,: ſo en are-the ſervants of Providence 3 yea, bad men as 
well as good. Cyrus on that account is called God's Servant : 
they fulhl his will, whilſt chey are profecuting their own Juſts. 
The Earth fhall hels the Woman, Rev.12.16, Bur good Men de- 
light ro ſerve P:oyidence: they and the Azgels are Fellow-ſer- 
vants in one houſe, and to-one maſter, Kev. 19. 10, Yea, there 
is not a Creature in Heaven, or Earth, or Hell, but Jelus Chriſt 
can providentially uſe it, and ferve his ends, and promote his 
deſigns by it. Bur whatever the Inſtrument be Chriſt uſes, of 
this we may be certain, that his providential working is holy, ju- 
dicious, ſovereign, profound, irre{iſtible, harmonious, and to 
the Saints peculiar. : + AK. 

1. Its holy. Tho he permits, limits, orders, and over-rules 
many unholy perſons and ations, yet he ſtil] works like himſelf, 
moſt holily and purely throughout, The Lord 7 righteous in .all his 
ways, ard holy in all his works, Plal. 145. 17. It's eafter to ſepa- 
rate Light from a Sun-beam, than Holineſs from-the Works of 
God. The. beſt of Men cannot eſcape Sin in their moſt holy 
ations z they cannot touch, bur are defiled. - But no Sin cleaves 
to God, whatever he hath to do about it. 

2. Chriſt's providential working is not only moſt pure and ho- 

ly, but alſo moſt wiſe and judicious. Ezek. 1. 20, The wheels 

Non cxco 1- aye full of eyes : they are not moved by 4 blind Impetus, but in deep 

-- +: aq; Counſel and Wiſdom. And indeed the Wiſdom of Providence 

manifeſts it ſelf principally in the choice of ſuch ſtates for the 

People of God, as ſhall moſt effectually promote their eternal 

happineſs. And herein it goes quite beyond our underſtandings 

and comprehenſtons. It makes that medicinal and ſalutiferous, 

2+ |, which we judg as deſtructive to our comfort and good as Poiſon. 

— = I remember it is a note of Sarez, ſpeaking of the Felicity of the 

ne accommo- Orher World; then (faith he) the bleſſed ſhall ſee in God all 

daras adſe per- things and circumſtances pertaining to them excellently accom- 

tinentes,8&&om- modated and attempered 3 then they ſhall ſee that the croſſing of 

nes circum- their deſires was the faving of their Souls; and that otherwiſe 

nana” they had periſhed. The moſt wiſe Providence looks be- 

oz, © © yondus.. Ic eyes theend, and ſutes all things thereto, and not 
to our fond delires.s | - 

3. The Providence of Chriſt is moſt ſupream and ſovereign. 
Whatſoever he pleaſeth, that he doth in Heaven and Earth, and in all 
places, Plal. 135.6, He us Lord of Lords, ana King of Kings, Rev. 
19. 16, The greateſt Monarchs on Earth are but as little w of 

A ; ay 
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Clay, as the Worms of the Earth to him 3 they all depend capur cjus au- 
on him. Prov. 8. 15, 16, By me Kings reign, aud Princes decree rum auri, quo 
fuſtice : by me Princes rule, Nobles, even all the Juages of the Earth, 


11smicatur 

praceliens ſu- 
per omnia dignitas regni Chriſti, Aurum enim in capite, eſt inf:gne regium, ex quo Coronz 
fiunt; 1g1tur aurum auri perinde valere videtur, arque Rex Regum. Brightman in Cart, 


4. Providence is profomnd and inſcrutable. The Judgments of 
Chriſt are as the great deeps, and his footſteps are not known, Pl. 36.6. 
There are hard Texts in the Works as well as in the Words of Chriſt, 
The wifeſt Heads have been art a loſs in interpreting ſome Provi- 
dences. - fer. 12. 1, 2. 0b 21. 7. The Angels had the hands of a 
Man under their wings, Ezehk. 1. 8. 5. e., they wrought ſecretly 
nd myſteriouſly. 
5. Providenceis irreſiſtible in its deſigns and motions ; for all F7.montes in- 
Providences are but the fulfillings and accompliſhments of God's ,,n* De; woll 
immutable Decrees : Eph. 1. 11. He works all things according ts the iflium. Cal. 
counſel of his own will, Hence Zech. 6, 1, theinſtruments by which 
God executed his wrath, are called Chariots coming from betwixt rwo Firmiſſima 8& 
mountains of Braſs, 5. e. the firm and immutable Decrees of God. ron 
When the Jews put Chriſt to death, they did bur do what the hand n,,jw. 
and counſel of God had before determined to be done, Acts 4. 28, (0 
that none can oppoſe or reſiſt Providence, I will work, and who 
ſpall let it ? Ia, 4.3, 13: 
6. The Providences of Chriſt are harmoniows. There are ſecret 
chains, and inviſible connections betwixt the works of Chriſt, 
We know not how to reconcile Promiſes and Providences: toge- 
ther, nor yet Providences one with another : but certainly they 
all work together, Rom. 8. 28. as adjuvant canſes, or con-cauſes 
Randing under, and working by the influence of the firſt Caule. 
He doth not do, and undo ; deſtroy by one Providence what he 
built by another. Bur look, as all Seaſons of the year, che nip- 
ping Froſts, as well as Halcion days of Summer, do all conſpire 
and conduce to the Harveſt; fo its in Providence. 
7. and Laſtly, The Providences of Chriſt work in 4 ſpecial and 
peculiar way, for the good of the Saints, His provideatial is ſubor- 
dinated to his ſpiritual Kingdom. He # the Saviour of all ex, 
eſpecially of them that believe, 1 Tim, 4- 10. "Theſe only have the 
bleſſing of Providence. Things are fo laid and ordered, as-that 
their eternal good ſhall be promored and ſecured by all that 


Chriſt doth. 
Ce Isference 
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deſinat efle 
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Inference 1. 

If ſo, See then in the firſt place, to whom you are beholden for your 
lives, liberties, comforts, and all that you enjoy in this world, Is it 
not Chriſt that takes order for you ? He is indeed in Heaven, out 
of your fight 5 but tho you ſee him not, he ſees you, and takes 
care for all your concerns. When one told S:/entiarixs of a plor 
laid to take away his life, he anſwered, $7 Dems mei curam non ha- 
bet, quid vivo? If God take not care of me, how do I live? how 
havel eſcaped hitherto? Un all thy ways acknowledg him, Prov. 3. 6. 
Fr's he that hath eſpied out that ſtate chou art in, as moſt proper 
for thee. It's Chriſt that doth all for you that is done. He looks 
down from Heaven upon all that fear him z he fees when you are 
in danger by Temptation, and caſts in a Providence you know 
not how. to hinder it. - He ſees when you are fad, and orders 
reviving Providences to refreſh you. He fees when Corruptions 
prevail, and orders humbling Providences to purge them. What- 
ever Mercies you have received all along the way you have 

one hitherto, are the orderings of Chriſt for you. And you 
ould carefully obſerve how the Promiſes and Providences have 
kept equal pace with one another, and both gone ſtep by ſtep 
with you uatil now. Jn | 
Isference 2. Nd 

Hath God lefc the government of the whole World in the 
hands of Chriſt, and truſted him over all 2 Ther do ye alſo leave all 
your particular concerns in the hands of Chriſt too, aud know that the in- 
finite Wiſdom and Love which rules the World, manages every thing that 
relates to you, It is ina good hand, and infinitely better than if it 
were in your own. I remember when elazchthon was utider 
ſome deſpondencies of ſpirit about the eſtate of God's people in 
Germany, Luther chides him thus for it, Definat Philippe efſe reftor 


Melch. Adams. mwunds, let Philip cea(e to rule the World. It's none of our work 


to ſteer the courſe of Providence, or dire& its motions, but co 
ſubmit quietly co him that doth. There 'is an itch in Men, yea, 
in the beſt of Men, to be di/paring with God : Let me talk with thee 
of thy Tudgments, ſaith Feremy, ch. 12. 1,2. Yea, how apt are 
we to regret at Providences, as if they had no conducency at all to 
the glory of God, or to our good, Exe. 5. 2z. yea, to limit 
Providence to our way and time? Thus the Iſraelites tempted God, 
and limited the Holy One, Pal. 78. 18, 4x. How often alſo do we 
unbelievingly 4ifrnft Providence, as tho it could never accom- 
pliſh what we profeſs to expect = believe? Exch. 37. 1 ow 

nes 
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bones are dry, our hope is loſt ; we are cut off for our part. So, Gen. 
I8. 13, 14. Iſa. 40. 27, There are but few Abrahams among Be- 
lievers, who againſ# hope, believed in hope, giving glory to God, Rom- 
4. 20. And it is but too common for good Men to repize and frer 
ar Providence, when their Wills, Luſts, or Humours are crofled 
by it: This was the great Sin of fonah, Brethren, theſe things 
ought not to be ſo. Did you but ſeriouſly conſider, either the de- 
fign of Providence, which is to bring about the gracious Deſigns 
and Purpoſes of God upon you, which were laid before this 
World was, Epheſ. 1.11. or that it is a /ifting up of thy Wiſdom 
againſt his, as it thou couldſt better order thine Afairs, if thou 
hadſt the conduct and management of them 3; or that you have 
to do herein with a great and areadfal Ged, in whoſe hands you are as 
the Clay in the " wcke' hand, that may do what he will with 
you, and all that is yours, without giving you an account of a- 
ny of his matters, 7b 33.13. or whither Providence hath caſt 
others, as good by Nature as your ſelves, tumbled them down 
from the top of Health, Wealth, Honours and Pleaſures, co the 
botrom of Hell : Or, laſtly, did you but confider how of- 
ten it hath formerly baffled and befool'd your ſelves; made 
you retra&t with ſhame, your raſh headlong cenſures of it 
and enforced you, by the ſight of its Births and Iſſues, 
to confeſs your folly and ignorance, as 4/aph did, P/al. 73. 
22, I fay, if ſach conſiderations as theſe could but have 
place with you in your Troubles and Temptations, they 
would quickly mould your hearts into a better and more quiet 


frame. 

O that I could but perſwade you to reſign all co Chriſt. He is 
a cunning Workman, as he is called Prov. 8, 3o. and can effe& nyo huver Cg- 
what he pleaſeth. It's a good Rule 3 De operibus Des non eſt judi- fitficara, artin- 
candum, ante quintum atum. Let God work out all that he in- <<m proba- 
tends, have but patience till he hath put the laſt hand to his work, © & arm 
and then find fault with it if you can: You have heard of the {;, cxoenen. 
patience of 7ob, and have m_ the end of the Lord, fame5.11. tem. v1: 

Taference 3. 

If Chriſt be Lord and King over the providential Kingdom, |," __ 
and that for the good of his People, /et none that are Chriſt”s hence- CE winds 
forth ſtand in a ſlaviſh fear of Creatures. It's a good Note that rium haber is, 
Grotizs hath upon my Text ; Ic'sa tnarvellous Conſolation, (ſaith $i id cvercer 
he) that Chriſt hath ſo great an Empire, and that he governs it for E&<!i« bono, 

« -  Ficur cap ut 
the good of his People, as a Head conſulting the good of the Bo: ,,,quiir cor. 
GE. Ye. port. Gi otitee, 
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dy. Our Head and Husband is Lord General of all the Hoſts of 
Heaven and Earth 3 no Creature can move hand or tongue with- 
out his leave or order; the Power they have is given them from 
above, eh. 19. 11, 12. The ferious conſideration of this Truth, 
will make the feebleſt Spirit ceaſe trembling, and fall a ſinging ; 
Pſal. 47. 7. The Lord is King of all the Earth, fing ye praiſes with 
underſtanding : that is (as ſome well paraphraſe-it) every one that 
hath underſtanding of chis comfortable Trath. . Hath he not gi- 
ven you abundant ſecurity ia many expreſs Promiſes, that all 
ſhall iflue well tor you that fear him ? Rom. 8. 28, All things ſhall 
work together for good, to them that love God, And Eccleſ.$.12, ve- 
rily it ſhall be well with them that fear God, even with them that 
(a) Pfat.2.8 fear before bim.. And ſuppoſe he had nor, yer the very under- 
) Prov.8.15. ſtanding of our relation to fuch a King, ſhonldin it ſelf be faffici- 
(c)Rev. 1.18. ent ſecurity: For he is the (a) univerſal,” (5) fupream, (c) abſo- 
(a) _— 5. lute, (4) meek and mercifa!, () victorions, and (#7) immortal 
e) Plal.45.4+ King. 

J)11m1-17* He fits in glory at the Father's right hand; and to make his Seat 
the eaſier, his Enemies are a footſtool for him. His love to his 
Se? my Saint People is unſpeakably tender and fervent ; he that touches them, 
indeed, p. 70, touches the apple of his Eye, Zech:z. And it's hardly imaginable 
&c- that Jeſus Chriſt will fit ſtill, and'{uffer his Enemies to thruſt out 
his eyes : Till this be forgotten, the wrath of Man is not feared; 
Ifa. 51.12, 13. He that fears a Man that ſhall die, forgets the Lord 
bis Maker. He loves you too'well to ſign any Order to-your pre- 
judice, and without his order none cantouch you. 

Inference 4. 

If che Government of the World be in the hands of Chriſt, 
then our engaging and entitling of Chriſt to all our Affairs and Buſineſs 
& the true and ready way to their (ſucceſs and proſperity. If all de- 
pend upon his Pleaſare, then ſure it's 'your wiſdom to take him 
along with you to every action and buſineſs; it's no loſt rime 
that's ſpent in Prayer, wherein we ask his leave, and beg his pre- 
ſence with us: And take it for a clear Truth, that which*is not 
prefaced with Prayer, will be followed with Trouble, How eaſily 
can Jeſus Chriſt daſh all your deſigns, when they are at the very 
birth and article of execution, and break off in a moment all the 
purpoſes'of your hearts? It's a Proverb among the Papiſts, that 
Maſs and Meat hinder no Man. The Turks will pray five times 2 
day, how urgent foever their buſineſs be. Bluſh you that enter- 
prize your Aﬀeairs without God : I reckon that buſineſs as good 

- as 


Serm. 17. opened and applied. 


as done, to which we'heve gotten Chriit's leave, and engaged his 
Preſence to accompany Us to it. | 
| . Inference 5, 

Laſtly, Eye Chrift in all the events of Providence 5 ſee his hand in 
all that befals you, whether it be evil or gooa, The Works of the Lord 
are great, ſought out of all them that have pleaſure therein, Pal, 111, 
2. How much good might we get, by obſervation of the good 
or evil that betals us throughout our.courle ! 

I. Inall the Evils of trouble ang affliction that befal you,. eye 
Jeſus Chriſt in all z and (et your hearts to the ſtudy of theſe four 
things in affliction. 

(1.) Study his Sovereignty and Dominion , for he creates and 
forms them : They riſe not out of the duſt, nor do they. befal 
you calually ;. but he raiſes them up, and gives-them their Com- 
miſhon, fer. 18.11, Behold, T create evil, and deviſe a device againſt 
you, Heelets the Inftroment of your trouble ; he makes the 
Rod as afflictive as he pleaſeth ; he orders the continuanceand end 
of your troubles z and they will not ceaſe to be afflitive to you, 
till Chriſt ſay, Leave off, it is enough. The Centurion wiſely 
conſidered this, when he told him, Lake 7. 8. 1 have Souldiers un- 
aer me, and 1 {ay to one, Go, and he goeth 5, to another, Come, and he 
cometh : meaning, that as his Souldiers were at his beck and com- 
mand, ſo Diſeaſes were at Chriſt's beck, to come and go as he 
ordered them. | | 

(z.) Study the Wiſdom of Chriſt in the contrivance of your Troubles, 
And his Wiſdom ſhines out many ways in them : Ir's.evideat in 
chuſing ſuch ki»ds of troubles for you 3 this, and not that, be- 
cauſe this is more apt to work upon, and purge out the corrup- 
tion that moſt predominates in you : in the degrees of your. trou- 
bles, ſuffering them to work to ſuch a height, elſe-not reach 
their end 3 but no higher, leſt they overwhelm you. 

(3.) Stndy the tenderneſs aud compaſſions of Chriſt over his afflifted, 
O think if the Devil had but the mixing of my Cup, how much 

more bitter would he make it ! there would not be one drop of 
Mercy, no not of ſparing Mercy in it, which is the loweſt of all 
Torts of Mercy : But here is much Mercy mixed with my Trou- 
bles 3 there is Mercy in this, that it is no worſe. Am I afflicted ? 
it's the Lord's Mercy I am not conſumed, Lam, 3. 22. it might have 
been Hell as well as this ; there is Mercy in his ſupports under 
it. Others have, and I might have been lefc to fink and periſh 


under my burdens. Mercy, in deliverance out of it; this to 
| ave 
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have been everlaſting darkneſs, that ſhould never have had a 
morning. O the tenderneſs of Chriſt over his afflicted ! 

(4.) Study the Love of Chriſt to thy Soul in affliftion. Did he not 
love thee, he would not fanEify.a Rod to humble or reduce thee, 
but let thee alone co rot and periſh in thy Sin. Rev.3. 19. hom 
I love, Irebake and chaſten. This is the device of Love, to reco- 
ver thee to thy God, and prevent thy ruin, O what an advan- 
rage would it be thus to ſtudy Chriſt, in all your Evils that betal 

ou! 
, 2. Eye and ſtudy Chriſt in all the Good you receive from the hand of 
Providence. Turn both (tdes of your Mercies, and view them in 
all their lovely Circumſtances. - 

(1.) Eye them in their  ſutableneſs ; how conveniently Provi- 
dence hath ordered all things for thee. Thou haſta narrow heart, 
and a ſmall eſtate ſutable to it : Hadſt thou more of the World, it 
would be like a large Sail to a lictle Boat, which would quickly 
pull thee under water : Thou haſt that which is moſt ſurable to 
thee of all conditions. | 

(z.) Eye the ſeaſonableneſs of thy Mercies, how they are timed to an 
hear. Providence brings forth all its Fruits in due ſeaſon. | 

(3.) Eye the peculiar Nature of thh Mercies. Others have com- 
mon, thou ſpecial ones 3 others have bur a ſingle, thou a double 
{ſweetneſs in thy enjoyments: one natural from the matter of ir, 
another ſpiritual from the way in which, and end for which it 
comes. 

(4.) Obſerve the Order in which Providence ſends your Mercies, See 
how one is linked ſtrangely to another, and is a door to let in ma- 
ny : Sometimes one Mercy is introductive to a thouſand, 

(5) And laſtly, Obſerve the conſtancy of them, they are new every 
morning, Lam. 3.23. How afſiduouſly doth God viſit thy Soul and 
Body ! Think with thy (elt,if there be but a ſuſpenſion of the Care 
of Chriſt for one hour, that hour would be thy ruin. Thouſands of 
Evils ſtand round about thee, watching when Chriſt will but re- 
move hiseye from thee, that they may ruſh in; and devour thee, 

Could we thus ſtudy the Providence of Chriſt in all the good 
and evil that befals us in the World, then inevery ſtate we ſhould 
be content, Phi/. 4. 11, Then we ſhould never be {topr, but fur- 
thered in our way by all that falls out; then wou!d our Experi- 
ences {well to great Volumes, which we might carry to Heaven 
with us 3 and then ſhould we anſwer all Chriſt's Ends in every 
ſtate he brings us into. Do this, and ſay, Zhavk: be ro Gud for 
Zeſias Chriſt. The 
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And being found in faſhion as a Man, he humbled him- 
ſelf, and became obedient to Death, even the Death 0 


the Croſs. pn, 
\ ces of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, for the carrying on 
the bleſſed Deſign of our Redemption; the execution 
of theſe Offices neceſlarily required chat he ſhould be both deeply 
abaſed, and highly exalted. He cannot as our Prieſt offer up him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice tro God for us, except he be humbled, and hum- 
bled to death. He cannot as a King powerfully apply the virtue 
of that his Sacrifice, except he be exalted, yea, highly exalted. 
Had he not ſtooped to the low eſtate of a Man, he had not as a 
Prieſt had a Sacrifice of his own to offer; as a Propher, he had 
not been fit to teach us the Will of God, ſo as that we ſhould 
be able to bear it; as a Kine, he had not been a ſutable Head to 
the Church : And had he not been highly exalted, that Sacrifice 
had not been carried within the Vail before the Lord. Thoſe 
diſcoveries of God could not have been «niver/al, Foreay and 
abiding, The Governmentof Chriſt could not have ſecured, pro- 
tected and defended the Subjects of his Kingdom. 

The infinite Wiſdom proſpecting all this, ordered that Chriſt 
ſhould firſt be deeply humbled, then highly exalted : both which 
ſtates of Chriſt are preſented to us by the Apoſtle in this Con- 
rext. 

He that intends to build high, lays the foundation deep and lovy. 
Chriſt muſt have a diſtin&glory in Heaven, tranſcending that of 
Angels and Men, (for the Saints will know him from all others 


by his Glory, as the Sutris known from the leſſer Stars). And ” 
e 


OU have heard how Chriſt was inveſted with the Offi- 
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he muſt be exalted infinitely above them, ſo he muſt firſt, in or- 
der thereunto, be humbled and abaſed as much below them : Hs 
form was marr d more than any Man's, and his viſage mere than the Sons 
of Men. The ground colours are a deep Sable, which: atterward 
are laid on with all the ſplendor and glory of Heaven. 
Method requires that we firſt ſpeak to this ſtate of Humiliation, 
And to that purpoſe I have read this Scripture to you 3 which 
$4 ws preſents you the Sun under an (almoſt rotal ) Eclipſe. He that 
M221 27+ was beautiful and glorious, //a..4. 2. yea, glorious as the only 
WEns pe be begotten of the Father. 7h» 1. 14. yea, the glory, James 2. 1. 
Jarua $ NEns YEA, the ſplendor and brightneſs of the Father's glory, Heb. 1. 3. 
was ſo vail'd, clouded, and debaſed, that he looked not like him- 
 felf, a God, nonor ſcarce as a Man ; for with reference to this 
DN TN humbled ſtate it's ſaid, P/al.22.6. 7 am a Worm, and no Man; q.d. 
Derifis viro- rather write me Worm, than 27a : I am become an abje# among 
rum, abjettus Men, as that. word 7/a. 53- 3- {ignifies; This Humiliation of 
Mantans. Criſt we have here expreſted, in the narare, degrees, and duration 
__ or continuance of it. © | 
- Loquitur au- . #, .The nature of it, zzz#dv&or txuriy, he humbled himfelt. 
tem non de fi- 'The word imports both area! and -volantary abaſement. © Real, he 
mulata « el did nbt perſonare a banibled Man, 'nor act che: part.'of” one in a 
PP cone fog Gebared Nate, but was really and indeed /humbled 3; and that not 
de vera & fin- Only before Men, bat God. As Man he was humbled really, as 
cera. Zanch, God in refpect of his manifeſtive Glory. And as it was rea], ſo 
In loc. R alſo voluntary : It 1s not ſaid he was humbled, but he humbled him- 
Non © te. /ef3 he was willing-to ſtoop to. this low and abject {tare for us. 
rus.ficurange- And indeed the voluntarineſs of his Hamiliation made it moſt 
1i mali 2 Deo acceptable to God, and ſingularly commends the love of Chriſt 
przcipitari in tg us, that he would chuſe ro ſtoop co all chis ignominy, fuffer- 
barathrum 1'- ings and abafement for us. | 
—ame* bo 2. The degrees of his Humiliation; it was not only ſo low as 
ſcipſum. 15. to become a Man, a Man utider Law ;'burhe humbled himſelf 
to become obeairnr 16". Death, 'evev the” Death of. the Croſs, Here 
you ſee the depth of Chrits Homilizacion, both ſpecified, it was 
anto death ; and aggravared, (even the death of the Croſs : Not 
only to become a: Man, but'a dead Corps, -and that too hanging 
ona Tree, dying the death of a MalefaQor. _ | 
3. The durat;o», or continnance of this his Humiliation: It con- 
tinued from the firſt moment of his' carnation, to the very mo- 
ment of his v#vificarion and quickning.in the-Grave. © So the terms 
of it are fixed here by the Apoltle 3 from the time he was found 
in 
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in faſhion as a Man, that is, fromyhis Incarnation-unto his death on 
the Croſs, which alſo.comprehends the time of his abode in the 
Grave; ſolong his Humiliation laſted. Hence the Obſervation is, 


Do&. That the flate of Chriſt, from his Conception to bis Reſur- 
reftion, was a ſtate of deep Abaſement and Hamiliation, 


We arenow entringupon Chriſt's humbled ſtate, which I ſhal! 
caſt under three general Heads, ' viz. his Humiliation in his Incar- 
vation, 1N his Life, and in his Death, My preſent work is toopen 
Chriſt's Humiliation in his Incarnation, imported in theſe words, y;s mace ver. 

, . . | Paucis ver- 

He was found in faſhion as a Man, By which you are not to COn- bis confirmar 
ceive thathe only aſſumed a Body, as an a/ſifting form to appear que anre dixe- 

tranſiently to us.n it, and fo lay it. down again- It is not ſuch an 5 de vera 
apparition of Chriſt in the ſhape of a Man, chat is here intended ; 7235 narura 
: | . . (quam udeglw 

bur his true and real aſſumption of our Nature, which was a ſþe- 17a, vocaric) 

cial part of his Humuliationz as will appear by the-following Par- a Filio Dei in 
ticulars. | unitatem Pper- 


1. The 1:car»ation of Chriſt was.a moſt wonderful Humiliation !"* —_— 

of him, in as much as thereby He is brought into the rank and fe; na umin 
order of Creatures, who is over all, God blefled for ever, Rom. cepto peccato, 
9. 5. This is the aſtoniſhing Myſtery, 1 75.3.16. that God ſhould fatius eft ho- 
be manifeſt in the Fleſh 3 that the eternal God (ſhould truly and Minibus. 
properly be called the 24az Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. 2. 5. It was a © 
wonder to Solowen that Gol wauld dwell in that ſtately and mag- 
nificent 'Temple at 7er»/a/emj, 2 Chron, 6. 18, But will God in very 
deed dwell with 7Men on the Earth ! behold the Heaven, and Heaven of 
Heavens cannot contain thee, how much leſs this Houſe which I have built ? 
Burt it's a far greater wonder, that God ſhould dwell in a Body 
of Fleſh, and pitch his Tabernacle with us, 7oh. 1. 14. It would 
have ſeemed a rude Blaſphemy, had not the Scriptures plainly re- 
vealed it, to have thought, -or ſpoken of the eternal God, as 
born in time 3 the World's Creator, as a Creature 3 the Antient 
of.days, as an Infant of days. 

The Heathen Chaldeans told the King of Babel, that the dwelling 
of the Gods is not with Fleſh, Dan. 2. 11- But now God not only 
dwells with Fleſh, but dwells in Fleſh; yea, was made Fleſh, 
and dwelt among us. | 

For the Sun to fall fron its Sphere, and be degraded into 2 
wandring Atom 3 for an Angel to 4, T_— out of Heaven, = 
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be converted into a ſilly Fly, ore Worm, had been no ſuch great 
Abaſementy for they were byr Creatures before, and fo they 
ſhould abide "ſill, tho in an-inferiour Order or Species of Crea- 
tures. The diſtance betwixt the higheſt and loweſt Species of 
Creatures, is but a finite diſtance. The : Angel and the Worm 
dwell not ſo far aſunder. But for the infinite glorious Creator 
of all things, to became a Creature, is a Myſtery exceeding all 
human underſtanding. The diſtance betiwixt God, and rhe high- 
eſt 6rder of Creatures, is an infinite diſtance. -He is fajd to hwwy- 
ble himſelf, to behold the things that are done in Heaven, What# Hu- 
miliation then is it, to behold the things in-the lower World ! Buc 
to be born into it, and become a Man ! Great indeed is the myſ(- 
tery of Godlineſs. Behold (faith the Prophet, 7a. 40. 15, 18.) 
The Nations are as the drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall anjt 
f the ballance ; he taketh np the 1fes as a very little thing, ' "All Nations 

efore him are as nothing, and they are accounted to him leſs than wothing, 
and vanity,” It indeed this great and incomprehenſible Majeſty 
will himſelf ſtoop to the ſtate and condition of a Creature, we 
may eaſily believe that being once a Creature, he would expoſe 


> - himſelf co Hunger, Thirſt, Shame, Spitting, Death, or any thin 
- but Sin. For that once being Man, he ſhould endure any of theſe 


things, is 'not ſo wonderful; -as that he ſhould become a Man, 
This was the low ſtoop, a deep abaſement indeed. | 

2. It was a marvelous Humiliation to the Son of God, not on- 
ly to become a Creature, bur an' inferiour Creature, a Man, and 
not.an Angel. Had he took the Angelical Nature, tho it had 
beena wonderful abaſement to him, yet he had ſtaid (if I mzy fo 
ſpeak) nearer his own Home, and been ſomewhatliker to a God, 
than now he appeared, when he dwelt with us: .For Angels are 
the higheſt, and moſt excellent of all created beings For their 
Nature, they are pure Spirirsz for their Fiſdom, Znrelligencies;, for 
their Dignity, they are called Principalities and Powers; for 
their Habitations,they are ſtiled the Heaveniy-Heft; and for their Im- 
ployment, it is tO behold the Face of God in Heaven, The higheſt 
pitch, both of our Holineſs and Happineſs in the coming World, 
15: expreſled by this, we ſhall be iowfytro, equal ro the Angels, 
Luk. 20. 36. As Manis nothing to God, fo he is much -inferiour 
ro the Angels 3 ſo much below them, that he is not able to bear 
the ſight of an Angel, tho in a human ſhape, * rendring himſelf 
asfamiliarly as may:be to him,. 7=dg; 13.22. When: the: Fn 
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had contemplated the Heavens, and viewed the Celeſtial Bodies, 
the glorious Luminaries, the Moon, and Stars which God had 
made he cries out, Pfal. 8.5. What &x Man, that thou art mindful 
of him, er the Son of Man that thou vijiteſt him! Take Man at his 
beſt, when he came a- perfect and pure piece out of his Maker's 
hand, in the ſtate of Innocency; yet he-was inferiour to Angels. 
They always bare the Image of God in amore eminent degree 
than Man, as being wholly ſpiritual Subſtances, and ſo more liveli- 
ly repreſenting God, than Man could do, whoſe noble Soul is im- 
merlt in matter, and cloſed up in Fleſh and Blood: yer Chriſt 
chooſerh this inferior order and ſpecies of - Creatures, and paſſerh 
by the Angelical Nature; Heb. 2. 15. He rook not on him the nature 
of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, 

3. Moreover, Jeſus Chriſt did not only negle& the Angelical, 
and aſſume che Human Nature 3 but he alſo aſſumed the Human 
Nature after Sin had blotted the original Glory of it, and wi- 
ther'd up the beauty and excellency thereof. For he came not in 
our Nature before the. Fall, whilſt as yet ics Glory wes freſh init ; 
but came, as the Apoſtie ſpeaks, Rom. 8,3. in the likeneſs of ſinful 
Fleſh, 1, e. 1n Fleſh that had the marks, and miſerable effects, and 
conſequents of Sinupon it. Iſay not that Chriſt aſſumed ſinful 
Fleſh, or Fleſhreally defiled by . Sin. That which was born of 
the Virgin was a holy thing. For by the power of the Higheſt, 
(whether by way of Manufacture, as ſome; or the energerical 
Command and Ordination of the Holy Ghoſt, as others; or by 
his Benediction and Bleffing, I here diſpute.not) that whereof the 
Body of Chriſt was to be formed, ; was ſo ſanRified chat no. 
raint or ſpot of original Pollution remained init. But yer tho it 
had not intrinſecal native Uncleanneſs in it, it had the effects of 
Sin upon it 3 yea, it-was attended with the whole Troop of hy- 
man Infirmities, that Sin at firſt ler into our common nature, ſuch 
as Hunger, Thirſt, Wearinefs, Pain, Mortality, and all thoſe na- 
cural weakneſſes and evils that clog our miſerable Natures, and 
make them groanfrom day to day ynder them. rl 

By reaſon whereof, tho:he,was not a Sinner, yet he looked 
like one :- andthey that ſaw and converſed with him, took him 
for a Sinner, ſeeing al! theſe effects of Sin upon him. In theſe 
things.he-came as near-to.,Sin,. as his Holineſs could admic. O 
what a-ſtogp was this! to, be madg inthe likeneſs of Fleſh, tho 
the innocent Fleſh of dam, had been much: but.co be made in 
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the likeneſs of fiaful Fleſh; the Fleſh of Sinners, Rebels; Fleſh 
tho not defied, yet miferably defaced by Sinz: O whats this !. and 
who can.declare it !: And indeed, if he will be a Mediator of Re- 
conciliation, itwas neceſſary it ſhould be fo. It b:h154<4d him to 
aſſume the ſame Nature that finned, to make fztisfa&Rton in it; 
Yea, theſe linleſs Infirmities were neceflary ro be aflumed with 
the Nature, for. as much .as his bearing them-was a part of his 
Humiliation;. and went'to make up ſatisfaction for us. More- 


over; by them our High-Prieſt was qualified from his own expe- 


rience,: and filled with tender compaſlion tous: 
But Q'the admirable condeſcenſions of+ a Saviour, to take ſuch 
4 Nature ! to put on ſach a Garment when thred-bare and rag- 
2d | Did this become the Son of God to wear ? O- Grace un- 
ſearchable! | = 
4; Andyet more, by this his Incarnation he was greatly hum- 
bled, in as much. as this his Incarnation, fo vailed, clouded, and 
diſguiſed him, that during the time he lived here, he looked not 
like himſelf* a God; but as a _oor ſorry, contemptible Sinner, ir 
the eyes of the World ; they {corned him. This fellow:/aid; Mar. 
2661, Hereby he made himſelf of no reputation, Phil. 2:6. - it blotted 
his:Honour and Reputation..: By reaſon hereofhe loſt all eſteem 
and honour from thoſe that ſaw him; Matth. 13: 55. 7s not this the 
Carpenter's Son ? "To feea poor Man travelling up and down the 
Country; in Hunger, . Thirſt, Wearineſs, attended with a com- 
pany of poor Men 3 one of his company bearing the bag, and that 
which was put therein 3 oh. 13, 29. Who that had ſeen him, 


* wouldever have thought this had been the Creator of the World, 


che Prince of the Kings of the Earth? - He waz de/piſed,”! and we -e- 
fttemed him not, Now which of you is there that would not rather 
chooſe to endure much Miſery as a Man, than to be degraded in- 
oa contemptible'Worm, that-every body treads upon, and no 
Man regards it? Chriſt looked ſo unlike a Godin this habir, that he 
was ſcarceallowed the name-of a Man ; a Form ratherthan a 24s. 
And think with your ſelves now, was not this aſtoniſhing Self- 
denial] ? that he who from Ecernity-had his Father's' Smiles and- 
Honours ; he that from-the Creation was adored, and worſhipped 
by:Angels, -as their God, muſt now become a Footſt60l for e- 
very Miſcreanr to tread on; and not to have the reſpe&s duetoa. 
Man'! ſure this was. a.deep 'Abaſement- - It wasa black- Cloud 
that for: ſo many; years darkned,'.and *ſhutup. his v0 | 
| ory: - 
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Glory, that it could not ſhine out to the World; only ſome weak 
Rays of the Godhead ſhone to fome few eyes, through the chinks 
of his Humanity : as the clouded Sun fometimes opens a little, and 
caſts ſome faint beams, and is muffled up again. 7 ſaw his glory, 
as of the only begotten Son; but the World kneiy him nor, 7+4.1.14.- If 
a Prince walk up and down in a diſguiſe, he muſt expe& no 
more honour than a mean Subje&. This was the caſe of our Lord 
Teſas Chriſt, this Diſguiſe made him-contemptible, and an ob- 
jectof Scora, _ 2 "I | 
5. Again, Chriſt was greatly humbled by his Incarnation, 'in 
. as much as thereby he was put at a diſtance from his Father, and 
that ineffable Joy and Pleaſure he eternally had with him. 
Think not, -Reader, but the Lord Jeſus lived at a high and un- 
imitable rate of Communion with God, while he walked here in 
Fleſh : but yetto live by Faith as Chriſt here did, is one thing 3. 
and to bein the boſom of God, as. he was before, is another 
thing. To have the ineffable Delights of God perpetuated and 
continued to him; without one moment's interruption from ererni- 
ty, is onethingsz and to have his Soul ſometimes filled with the 
Toy of the Lord, and then all overcaſt with clouds of Wrath a- 
gamz tocry, and God nothear, as he complains, P/al. 22, 2. nay, 
to be reduced to ſuch a low ebb of ſpiritual Comforts, as to be 
forced to cry out ſo bitterly, as he did, Pſal 22.1. 34 God, my Ged, 
why haſt thou forſakzn me ? This was a thing Chriſt was very unac- 
quainted with, till he was found in habit asa Man. | 
6. Andlaſtly, Ir was a great ſtoop and condeſcenſion of Chriſt, 
if he would become a Man, to take his Nature from ſuch obſcure 
Parents; and: chooſe ſuch a: low and- contemptible ſtate in this 
World as he did. . He'will be horn; - but-not- of the Blood of 
Nobles, but of a poor Woman in 1/-ae/; eſpouſed to a Carpenter: | 
yea, and that roo, under all the diſadvantages imaginable 3 not in 
his Mother's Houſe, but an-Inn 3: yea in the Stable roo» Heſuted 
21l to that abaſed ſtate he was deſigned for ; -and came among us 
under all the humbling Circumſtances imaginable : 7% know the - 
Grace of onr Lird Jeſus Chriſt, (faith the Apoſtle) how that tho,he © 
was rich, yet for our ſakes became poor, 2 Cor. 8.9.-- And thus I - 
have ſhewn you ſome few particulars of Chriſt's Hamiliation in: 
his Incarnation.-- Next we. ſhall infer ſome things from it chat * 
arepractical.. 
MIT Inference 1.'. | Oe} 
Hence me gather thefulneſy and compieatneſs of Chriſt's Satiefaftion; - h 
| the * 
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the likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, the Fleſh of Sinners, Rebels; Fleſh 
tho not defied, yet miferably defaced by Sin z- O whats this !. and 
who can.declare it !' And indeed, if he will be a Mediator of Re- 
conciliation, itwas neceſſary it ſhould. be fo. It b:154<4d kim to 
aſſume the ſame Nature that finned, to make fzrisfaRion in it; 
Yea, theſe linltefs Infirmities were neceſlary ro be aflumed with 
the Nature, for. as much _.as his bearing them was a part of his 
Humiliation;. and went'ro make up ſatisfaction for us. More- 


over; by them our High-Prieſt was qualified from his own expe- 
rience,: and filled with tender compaſſion to us: 


But Q'the admirable condeſcen{ions of: a Saviour, to take ſuch 
4 Nature ! co put on ſach a Garment when thred-bare and rag- 
ged ! Did this become the Son of God to wear ? O- Grace un- 
ſearchable !- | | . 

4; And yet more, by this his Incarnation he was greatly hum- 
bled, in as much. as this his Incarnation. fo vailed, clouded, and 
diſguiſed him, that during the time he lived here, he looked not 
like himſelf} a God; but as a poor ſorry, contemptible Sinner, ir; 
the eyes of the World ; they (corned him. This fellow ſaid, Mar. 
26; 61. Hereby he made himſetf of no reputation, Phil.2.6. it blotred 
his: Honour and Reputation... By reaſon hereofhe loſt all eſteem 
and honour from thoſe that ſaw him; Matth. 13: 55. 7s net this the 
Carpenter's Sox ? "To feea poor Man travelling up and down the 
Country; in Hunger, . Thirſt, Wearineſs, attended with a com- 
pany of poor Men ; one of his company bearing the bag, and that 
which was put therein 3 oh. 13. 29. Who that had ſeen him, 


 wouldever have thought this had been the Creator of the World, 


che Prince of the Kings of the Earth ?- He waz deſpiſed; ! and were- 
fttemed him not. Now which of you is there that would not rather 
chooſe to endure much Miſery as a Man, than to be. degraded in- 
oa contemptible:'Worm, that-every-body treads: upon, and no 
Man regards it? Chriſt looked ſounlikea Godin this habir, that he 
was ſcarceallowed the name-of a Man ; a Form rather than a av. 
And think with your ſelves now, was not this aſtoniſhing Self- 
denial ? that he who from Eternity-had his Father's'' Smiles and 
Honours 3 he that from-the Creation was adored, and worſhipped 
by:Angels, as their God, muſt now become a Footſtbol for e- 
very Miſcreanr to tread on; and not to have the reſpects due toa 
Man! ſure this was.a.deep Abaſement. - It was a black+ Cloud 
thar:for:ſo many: years darkned,'.and *ſhurtup; his ay a> | 
- | | OIY:; - 
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Glory, that it could not ſhine out to the World; only ſome weak 
Rays of the Godhead ſhone to ſome few eyes, through the chinks 
of his Humanity : as the clouded Sun ſometimes opens a litele, and 
caſts:ſome faint beams, and is muffled up again. 7 ſaw his glory, 
as of the only begotten Son; but the World knew him nor, 7oh.I 14. It 
a Prince walk up and down in a diſguiſe, he muſt expe& no 
more honour than a mean Subje&t. This was the caſe o! our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, this Diſguiſe made him-contemprtible, and an ob- 
je&&of Scora. __ Zf h Rs Ts 
5. Again, Chriſt was greatly humbled- by his Incarnation, ' in ' 

. as much as thereby he was put ata diſtance from his Father, and 
that ineffable Joy and Pleaſure he eternally had with him. 
Think nor, -Reader, but the Lord Jeſus lived at a high and un- 
imitable rate of Communion with God, while he walked here in 
Fleſh : but yetto live by Faith as Chriſt here did, is one thing 3. 
and to bein the boſom of God, as. he was before, is another 
thing. To have the ineffable Delights of God perpetuated and 
continued to him; without one moment's interruption from eterni- 
ty, is one thing; and to have his Sonl ſometimes filled wich the 
Joy of the Lord, and then all overcaſt with clouds of Wrath a- 
gain to cry, and God nothear, as he complains, P/al. 22, 2. nay; 
to be reduced to ſuch a low ebb of ſpiritual Comforts, as to be 
forced ro cry out ſo bitterly, as he did, Pſal 22.1. 4» God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? This was a thing Chriſt was very unac- 
quainted with, till he was found in habit asa Man. | 

6. Andlaſtly, Ir was a great ſtoop and condeſcenſion of Chriſt, 
if he would become-a Man, to take his Nature from ſuch obſcure 
Parents; and: chooſe ſuch a: low and-contemptible ſtate in this. 
World as he did. . He'will be horn; - but-not- of che Blood of 
Nobles, but of a poor Woman in I/-ae/; eſpouſed to a Carpenter: - 
yea, and that too, under all the diſadvantages imaginable z not in 
his Mother's Houfe, but an-Inn 3: yea in the Stable roo» Heuted 
all to that abaſed ſtate he was deſigned for ; -and came among us 
under all the hambling Circumſtances imaginable : 7 krow the - 
Grace of our Lird 7eſws Chriſt, (faith the Apoſtle) how that tho he * 
war rich, yet for our ſakes became poor, 2 Cor. 8.9. - And thusTI - 
have ſhewn you ſome few particatars of Chriſt's Hamiliation in + 
his {ncarnation.-- Next we. ſhall infer - ſome things from it that * 
are practical. | 

| Inference 1." - 


Hencewe gather +h4iſubieſy and compleatne(s of Chris Satisfattion; as * 


the © 
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the ſweet firſt-fruits of bis Incarnation. Did Man offend and violate 
the Law of God 2 Behold, God himſelf is become Man to repair 
that breach, and ſatisfy for the wrong done. The higheſt Honour 
that ever the Law of God received, was to have ſuch a Perſon as 
the Man Clriſt Jeſus is, to ſtand before irs Bar, and make repa- 
ration to ir. This is more than if it had poured out all our 
Blood, and built up its Honour upon the Ruins of the whole 
Creation.” | 
It isnot ſo much to ſee all the Stars in Heaven overcaſt, as to 
ſee one Sun eclipſed. The greater Chriſt was, the greater was 
his Humiliation 3 and che greater his Humiliation was, the more 
full and compleat was his SatisfaRion 3 andthe more compleatrneſs 
there is in Chriſt's SatisfaQion, the more perfe& and Ready is the 
Believer's Conſolation. If he had not Roopt ſo lew, our Joy and 
- Comfort could not be exalted ſo high. The depth of the Foun- 
dation, is the ſtrength of the Superſtruure. 
t Inference 2, 
Did Chriſt for our ſakes ftoop from the Majeſty, Glory and Dignity he 
was poſſeſſed of in Heaven, to the mean and contemptible ſtate of a Man? 
What a Pattern of Self-denial is here preſented t0 Chriſtians? What 
objection againſt, or excuſes to ſhift oft this Duty can remain, 
after ſuch an Example as is here propounded ? Brethren, let me 
tell you, the Pagan World was never acquainted with ſuch an Ar- 
gument as this, to preſs them to Self-denial. Did Chriſt ſtoop, 
and cannot you ſtoop ? Did Chriſt ſtoop ſo much, and cannot you 
ſtoop inthe leaſt 2 Was he content to become any thing, a Worm, 
2 Reproach, a Curſe; and cannot you digeſt any Abaſements ? 
Do the leaſt flights and negle&ts rancle your Hearts, and poiſon 
them with Diſcontent, Malice and Revenge? O how ualike 
Chriſt are you ! Hear, and bluſh in hearing, what-your Lord 
faith in oh. 13. 14. If 1 then your Lord and Maſter, waſh your Feet 
| e alſo ought to waſh one aniothers Feet, This Example obliges not 
Obligar nos ad (25 a learned Man well obſerves) tothe ſame individual aR, - but 
empli, mapis if Obliges us to follow thereaſonof the Example; that is, after 
guam ad indi- Chriſt's Example we muſt be ready to-perform the loweſt and 
viduum ac- meaneſt Offices of Love and Service to one another. And in- 
=m ky hamier. deed to this it obliges moſt forcibly ; for it is as if a Maſter ſeeing 
om3:.197- a proud ſturdy Servant, that grudges at the wotk he is employed 
about, as if it were too mean and baſe, ſhould come and take it 
out of his hand ; and when he has done it, ſhould ay, Doth nor 
yaur Lord and Maſter think it beneath himto.do it ? and is it: w- 
neath 
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neath-you? I remember it is an exceilent Saying that Bernard hath Quid magis 
upon the Nativity of Chriſt 3 faith he, What more deteſtable, !29ignum, 
what more unworthy, or what deſerves ſeverer puniſhments. than J"< E<ceſtan- 
for a poor Man to magnify himſelf, after he hath ſeen the great quia pom mma 
and high God ſo humbled, as to become a little Child 2 Ir is in- puniendum, 
colerable impudence for a Worm to (well with Pride, after it hath 9uam ur vi- 
ſeen Majeſty emptying it ſelf; to (ee one fo infinitely above us, © Peum 
to ſtoop ſo far beneath us. O how convincing and ſhaming hs 
ſhouldit be ! Ah how oppoſite ſhould Pride and Stoutneſs be to magnificer ? 
the Spiric of a Chriſtian! I am ſure nothing is more fo to the Spi- ncolerabilis 
rit of Chriſt. Your Saviour was lowly, meek, (elf-denying, and Et impuden- 
of a moſt condeſcending Spiritz he looked not at his own things, £72 58% {cle 
but. yours, Phil. 2, 4. And doth it become you to be proud, majeſtas a 
ſelfiſh and tout > I remember ferem in his Epiſtle to Pamachius, a miculus infle- « 
godly young Noble-man, adviſeth him to be Eyes to the blind, © & incu- 
Feet to the-lame; yea, faith he, if need be, I would not have —rorggaagg 
you refuſe to-.cut Wood, and draw Water for the Saints: and yz. © 
what, faith he, is this co buffering and ſpitting, to crowning 
with Thorns, ſcourging and dying ! Chriſt did undergo all this, 
and that for the ungodly. 
| Inference 3, | 

' Did Chriſt ſloop ſo low as to become a Man to ſave 1 ? Then thoſe that 
periſh under the Goſpel muſt needs periſh without apology, What would 
you have Chriſt do more to ſave you ? Lo, he hath laid aſide the 
Robes of Majeſty and Glory, put on your own Garments of Fleſh, 
come down from his Throne, and brought Salvation home to 
your own doors. Surely the lower Chriſt ſtooped to ſave us, the ' 
lower we (hall fink under wrath that neglect ſo great Salvation. 
The Lord Jeſus is brought low, but the Unbeliever will lay him 
yet lower, even under his feetz he will tread the Son of God 
under foot, Heb.10.28. For ſuch (as the Apoltle there ſpeaks) is 
reſerved ſomething worſe than dying without Mercy, What 
Pleas and Excuſes others will make at the Judgment-(eat, I know 


not 3 but once, it's evident, you will beſpeechleſs. And as one Avena rey, 
xerciſe at 


well obſerves, the vileſt Sinners among the Gentiles, nay, the De- poets <a 

vils themſelves, will have more to ſay for themſelves than you. - ;1; rj.17, 
I muſt be plain-with you; I beſeech you conſider, how Jews, p, 255. * 

Pagans and Devils will rite up in Judgment againſt you. The Few 

may ſay, I had a legal Yoak upon me, which neither I nor my 

Fathers were ableto bear :- Cirxiſt invited me only into the Gar- 


den of Nuts, where I might ſooner break my Teeth with tokens 
1 if 
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- Shells of Ceremonies, than get the -Kernel of Goſpel-promiſes. 


————-[n the beſt of our Sacrifices, the Smoak filled our Temple ; 
Smoalke, only to provoke us to weep for a clearer Manifeſtation. 
—— We had but the old Edition of the Covenant of Grace, in a 


 Charafter very darkly intelligible : you have the laſt Edition, 


with a Commentary of our reje#:on, and the World's reception, 
and the Spirit's ef#for. You had all that Heart could with. — 
I periſheternally, may the poor Paga» ſay, withour all poſlibilicy 
of Reconciliation, and have only ſinned againſt the Covenant of 
Works; having never heard of a Goſpel-Covenant, nor of Re- 
conciliation by a Mediator- O hadI heard but one Sermon ! had 


. Chriſt bur once broke in upon my Soul, to convince me of my 


undone condition, and to have ſhewn a Righteouſneſs to me ! 


- But wo is me, I never had ſo much as one Offer of Chriſt. But 
fo have I, muſt you ſay that refuſe the Goſpel : I have, or might 
' have heard thouſands of Sermons : I could ſcarce eſcape hearing 


one or other ſhewing me the danger of my Sin, and my neceſlity 
of Chriſt. But notwithſtanding all I heard, I wilfully reſolved I 
would have nothing to do with him. I could not endure to hear 
Stritnels preſt upon me : It was all the Hell I had upon Earth, 
that I could not fin in quiet. Nay, may the Devi! himſelf ay, 
it's true, I was ever fince my fall maliciouſly ſer againſt God: 
But alas ! as ſoon as I had ſinned, God kickt me out of Heaven, 
and told me he would never have Mercy _ me: and thoI 
lived in the rime of all mannervt gracious Diſpenſations, I ſaw 
Sacrifices offered, and Chriſt in the Fleſh, and the Goſpel preach- 
ed; yet how could all this chooſe but enrage me the more, 
to have God as it were ſay, Look here, Satan, I have provided a 
Remedy for Sin, but none for thine? This ſet me upon r e 
againſt God, as far as I could reach him. But alas! alas! ha 

od entred into any Covenant with me at all ; had God put me 
on any terms, tho never ſo hard, for the obtaining of Mercy ; 
had Chriſt been but once offered to me, What do you think 
would I not have done ? &c. | 


O poor Sinners ! your Damnation is juſt, if you refuſe Grace 


brought home by Chriſt himſelf to your very doors. The Lord 


grant this may not be thy caſe who readeſt theſe Lines. 
Inference*q. 
Moreover, hence it follows, that none doth or can love like Chrift - 
His Love to Man is matchl:{s, The freeneſs, ſtrength, antiquity, 


| and immutabilicy of it puts a luſtre on it beyond all Examples. 


: Surely 
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Surely it was a ſtrong Love indeed, that made him lay aſide his 

Glory, to be found in faſhion as a Man, to become any thing, 

tho never ſo much below himſelf, for'our Salvation. We read 

of 7onathar's love to David, which paſſed the love of Women ; 

of 7aceb's love to Rachel, who for her ſake endured the heat of 
Summer, and cold of Winter z of David's love to Abſalom, of 

the Primitive Chriſtians love to one andther, who could die one 

for another : But neither had they that to deny that Chriſt had,- 

nor had he thoſe inducements from the Objects of his Love thar 

they had. His Love, like himſelf, is wonderful. 

Inference F. F 
Did the Lord Jeſus ſo deeply abaſe and humble himſelf for us, 

what an engagement 'hath he thereby put ow 1s, to exalt and honour him, 

whe for our ſakes was ſo abaſed! It was a good ſaying of Bernard, W492 pro 
By how much the wiler he was made for me, by ſo much the dearer he rg ae pres 
ſpall be to me. And O that all co whom Chriſt is dear, would rior. Bern, 
ſtudy to exalt and honour him theſe four ways. 

I, By frequent and delightful ſpeaking of him, and for him, When 

Pas! had once mentioned his Name, he knows not how to part 

with it, but repeats it no leſs than ten times in the compals of 

ten Verſes, in 1 Cor. 1, It was Lambert's Motto, None bat Chriſt, 

wore but Chriſt, It is (aid of Fohammes Milius, that after his Con- 

verſion, he was ſeldom or never obſerved co mention the Name 

Zeſws but his Eyes would drop; ſo dear was Chriſt to him. 

Mr. Fox never denied any Beggar that asked an Alms ia Chriſt's 

name, or for Jeſus fake. 7nlizs Palmer, when all concluded he 

was dead, being turned as black as a Coal in the fire, at laſt 

moved his ſcorched Lips, and was heard to ſay, /weer 7e/+zs, and 

fell aſleep. Pl#tarch tells us, that when Ti:us Flamininu had freed 7/#*3rc7 in 
the poor Grecians from the Bondage with which they had been 7 Em. 
long ground by their Oppreſlors, and the Herald was to proclaim 

in x &. audience the Articles of Peace he had concluded for them, 
they ſo preſſed upon him, (not being half of them able to hear ) 

that he was fi great danger to have loſt his Life in the preſs 3 at 

laſt, reading them a ſecond time, when chey came to underſtand 

diſtinaly how their caſe ſtood, they ſo ſhouted for Joy, crying, 

owTH2, 0w7TH2, @ SAVIOUr, a Saviour, that they made the very 
Heavens ring again with their Acclamationsz and the very Birds 
fell down aſtoniſh'd, And all that night the poor Grecians with 
Inftruments of Muſick, and Songs of Praife, danced and ſang 


about his Tent, extolling him as a God that had delivered them. 
Ee But 
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But ſurely you have more reaſon to be exalting the Author of 
your Salvation, who at a dearer rate hath freed you ftrom a more 
dreadful Bondage. O yethat have eſcaped the eternal Wrath of 
God, by the Humiliation of the Son of God, extol your great 
Redeemer, and for ever celebrate his Praiſes ! 

2. By ating your Faith on him, for whatſoever lies in the Promiſes 
yet »»accompliſhed, In this you ſee the great and moſt difficulc 
Promiſe fulfilled, Ger. 3. 15. The Seed of the Woman ſhall break the 
Serpent's Head; which contained this Mercy of Chriſt's Incar- 
nation for us in it : I fay, you fee this fulfiiled; and ſeeing that 
which was moſt improbable and difficult is come to paſs, even 
Chriſt come in the Fleſh, methinks our Unbelief ſhould be 
ſtrangled for ever, and all other Promiſes the more ealily believed. 
It ſeemed much more improbable and impoſſible ro Reafon that 
God ſhould become a Man, and ſtoop to the condition of a Crea- 
ture, than being a Man, to. pony all that good which his In- 
carnation and Death procured. Unbelief uſually argues from one 

of theſe two grounds, Can God do this? Or, will God do that ? 
Ic's queſtioning either his Power,-or his 44; but after this, let it 
ceaſe for ever ro cavil againſt either. His Power to fave ſhould 
never be queſtioned by any,that know what Sufferings and infinite 
Burdens he ſupported in our Nature : And ſurely his willingnels 
to ſave ſhould never be pur to a queſtion by any that conſider 
how low he was content to ſtoop for our ſakes. 
3. By drawing nigh to God with aelight through the Vail of Chriſt's 
Fleſh, Heb. 10.19. God hath made this Fleth of Chriſt a Vail 
betwixt the brightneſs of his Glory and us: Ir ſerves to rebate 
che inſupportable Glory, and alſo to- give admiſſion to it, as the 
Decurſus & Vail did in the Temple. Rn this Body of Fleſh which 
recurſus grati- Chriſt aſſumed, are all out-lets of Grace from God to us, and 
arum. through it-alſo muſt be all our returns to God again. I:'s made 
the great medinm of our Communion with-God, 
4. By- applying your ſelves to him under all Temptations, Wants and 
Troubles, of what kind foever, as to one that & tenderly ſenſible of your 
caſe, and moſt willing and reaay to relieve you, O remember this was 
Haud ignara ONE of the Inducements that perſwaded and invited him to take 
malis, miteris YOur Nature, that he might-be furniſhed abundantly with render 
fuccurrere Compaſſion for you, from the ſenſe he ſhould have of your In- 
d:1Co. firmities in his own Body, Heb. 2. 17: Wherefore in all things it 
behoved him to be made like unto his Brethren, that he might be a 
werciful aud faithful High-Prieſt in things pertaining to God, to make 
k , 
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Reconciliation for the Sins of the People, You know by this Argu- 
ment the Lord preſſed the 1/aelires to be kind to Strangers; for 
( faith he ) you know the Heart of a Stranger, Exod. 23. 9. Chriſt 
by being in our Nature, knows experimentally what our 
Wants, Fears, Temptations and Diſtrefſes are, and fo is able 
to have compaſhon. O let your Hearts work upon this admi- 
ple Condeſcenſion of Chriſt, till they be filled with ir, and your 


ips lay, 
Thanks be to God for feſm Chriſt, 


The Nineteenth St & mov. 


Parir. Il. 8. 


And being found in faſhion as a Man, he humbled him- 
ſelf, and became obedient to death, - even the death of 
the Croſs. 


tionz and indeed can never be enough conſidered : Ic 

holds forth the humbled ſtate of the Lord Jeſus, during 
the time of his abode on Earth. The ſam of it was delivered 
you before in this Point 3 


FT: Scripture hath been once already under confidera- 


DoR. That the ftate of Chriſt from bis Conception to his ReſurreFion, 
was a ſtate of deep Abaſement and Humiliation. 


The Humiliation of Chriſt was propoſed to us under theſe three 
general Heads or Branches; of his Humiliation in his Incarnation, 
his Humiliation in his Zife, and his Humiliation in his Death. 
How he was humbled by Incarnation, hath been opened above in 
the 18th Sermos, How he was humbled in his Life, is the defign of 
this Sermon : yet expe& not that I (hould give you here an exact 

Ee 2 Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory of the Life of Chriſt. The Scriptures ſpeak bur lictle 
of the private part of his Life, and ir is not my deſign to dilate 
upon all the memorable Paſſages that the Evangeliſts ( thoſe 
faithful Narrators of the Life of Chriſt) have preſerved for us, 
but only to obſerve and improve thoſe more obſervable Particu- 
lars in his Life, wherein eſpecially he was humbled : and ſuch are 

theſe that follow. | ns ; 
Firſt, The Lord Jeſus was humbled in his very Infancy, by his 
Circumciſion according to the Law. For being of the ſtock of 
Iſrael, he was to undergo the Ceremonies, and ſubmit to the Or- 
dinances belonging to that People, and thereby to put an end co 
them; for ſo it became him to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, Luke 2. 
21, And when eight days were accompliſhed for the circamciſing of the 
Child, his Name was called Jeſus, Hereby the Son of God was 

greatly humbled, eſpecially in theſe two reſpects. 
I. In that hereby he obliged himſelf ro keep the whole Law, 
Circumciſas tho he were the Law-maker. Gal. 5. 3. For I teſtify again to every 
& oblarus fuir an that is circumciſed,that he is a Debtor to do the whole Law. The 
Chriſtus, quia Apoſtle's meaning is, he is a Debtor in regard of Duty, bec:u(e 
— heithat thinks himſelf bound to keep one part of the Ceremonia! 
g10072nt" Law, doth thereby bind himſelf co keep ic all for where all 
rali, ſed eriam the parts are inſeparably united, ( as they are in the Law of God) 
Geremoniali, we pull all upon us by engaging or medling with any one. And 
& cuiliber di- he that is. a Debtor in D#ty to keep the whole Law, quickly be- 
pe T- comes a Debtor in regard of Peralty, not being able to keep any 
"te Ph" partof ir. Chriſt therefore coming as our Surety, to pay both 
thoſe Debts, the Debt of Duty, and the Debr of Penalty co the 
Law ; he by his Circumcifion obliges himſelf to pay the whole 
Debt of Duty, by fulfilling all Righteouineſs : and tho his Obe- 
dience to it was ſo exact and perfe&, that he contracted no Debt 
of Penalty for any Tranſgrefſion of his own; yer he obliges him- 
ſelf to pay that Debt of Penalty we had contracted, by (uffering 
all the Pains due -to Tranſgreſlors. This was that intolerable 
Yoke that none were able to bear but Chriſt, A#s 15. 106. And 
it wasno ſmall abaſure of Chriſt, to bin@ himſelf to the Law as a 
Subject madeunder it; for he was the Law-giver, above all Law: 
and herein that Soveraignty of a God (one of the choice Flowers 
> ſe Crown of Heaven) was obſcured and vailed by his Sub- 
2 jection. 

- 2. Hereby he was repreſented to the World, not only as a S»b- 
jeft, but alſo as a Simmer : ” tho he was pure and holy, me = 
rdi- 
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Ordinance paſſing upon him, ſeemed to ply as if Corruption 
had indeed been in him, which muſt be car off by Mortification. 
For this was the Myſtery principally intended by Circumciſion : It Ceremoniale; 
ferved to mind and admoniſh 44rah:m and his Seed, of the natural iſtius modi 
guiltine(s, uncleanneſs and corruption of their Hearts and Natures. om noggy s. 
So fer. 4. 4. Circumciſe your ſelves unto the Lord, and take away the on —_ : 
foreshins of your Hearts, ye Afen of Judah 3 5. e. the finfulneſs and confeffiones : 
corruption of them. Hence the rebellious and unmortified are Chriſtus igi- 
called ftiff-necked and uncircumciſed in Heart, as it is, Afﬀs 7.51. ms qui factus 
And as it ſerved to convince of natural Uncleanneſs, fo ic fig- 5, ©: 
nified and fealed rhe putting off the body of the Sins of the Fleſh gruenter my 
as the Apoſtle phraſeth ir, Co/. 2.11. Now this being the End am illis factus 
of God in the inſtitution of this Ordinance for Abraham and eſt conformis. 
his ordinary Seed, Chrift in his Infancy by ſubmitting to it, did _ Med. p. 
not only vail his Soveraignty by ſubje&ion, but was alſo re- *" 
promged as a Sinner to the World, tho moſt holy and pure in 
inſelt. 

Secondly, Chriſt was [iumbled by Perſecution, and that in the 
very morning of his Life : He was baniih'd almoſt as ſoon as 
born. Mart. 2.13. Flee into Egypt (faith the Angel to 7oſeph) and 
be" thou there wntil 1 bring thee word, for Herod will ſeek the young 
Child to adeftroy him, Ungrateful Herod! was this Entercain- 
ment for a Saviour? What, raiſe the Country againſt him, 
as if a Deſtrozer, rather than a Saviow had landed upon the 
Coaſt > Whar, deny him the prote&tion of thoſe Laws under 
which he was born, and that before he had broken the leaſt 
Pun&tilio of them? The Child of a Beggar may claim the 
benefit and protection of Law, as his Birth-righe 3 and muſt 
the Son of God be denied it! But herein he fulfilled che 
Scriptures, whilſt venting his own Luſtsz for ſo it was fore- 
told, er. 31. 15. *And this early Perſecution was not obſcure- 
ly hinted in the Title of the 22d P/am, that Pali which 
looks rather like a Hiſtory of*the New, than a Prophecy of 
the Old Teſtament: for as it contains a moſt exact deſcription 
of Chriſt's Sufferings, fo it's fitred with a moſt ſutable Title; 
To the chief Muſician upon Aijeleth Shahar, which ſignifies the Hind 
of the Morning, or that Deer which the Hunter rouzes betimes 
in the morning, and ſingles out to hunt down that day 3 and 
fo they did by him, as the 16th verſe will tell yous for (faith 
he) Dogs have compaſſed me, the Aſſembly of the wicked have en- 
cloſed me, Ulpon which 24»ſcnlws ſweetly and ingeniouſly —_— . 
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O vere .cervi- O what ſweet Veniſon (faith he) is the Fleſh of Chriſt! abun- 
_ dantly ſweeter to the believing Soul, chan that which the Nobles 
m. £621; lon- Of this World efteem moſt delicate: And leſt it ſhould want 
ze ſapidiorem the higheſt and richeſt ſavour to a delicate Palat, Chrift our Fart 
ei, Guam hu- was nct only killed, but hunted to the purpoſe before he was 
. jus mundi n0- kjlſeds even as great Men uſe by hunting and chaſfng, be- 
biles in <e1- fore they cut the Throat of the Deer, to render its Fleſh more 
ne quid ſapori ſweet, tender, and delicate; Thus was Chriſt hunted betimes 
ac guſtui de- out of the Country he was born in. And no doubt but where 
licaro deefler, ſych Dogs ſcent and wind the Spirit of Chriſt in any, they would 
_ Amptict” purſue them alſo ro Deſtruction, did not a gracious Providence 
moſtra cerva, TAE them off. But to return, how great a Humiliation is this to 
ſed antea be- the Son of God, nor only to become an Infant, but in his In- 
ne agitara: fancy to be hurried up and down, and driven out of his own 


quemadmo- T and as a Vagabond ! 
dum olenr 


magnates, venando & agitando, antequam capiant & occidanr, carnem cervinam fuaviorem, 
molliorem, ac delicaticrem reddere. Muſc. in loc. 


- 


Locus hic ma- Third/y, Qur Lord Jeſus Chriſt was yet more humbled in his 
my ex i, Life, by that poverty and outward meannefs which all along ar- 
__; JD tended his condition: He lived poor and low all his days, fo ſpeaks 
datus videtur, the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 8. 9. 7 ho he was rich, yet for our ſakes he became 
qui de adven- poor 3 fo poor, that he was never'owner of a Houte to dwell in, 
w Neſſiz cti- bye lived all his days in other Mens Houſes, or lay in the open 
EEE Air. His outward Condition was more neg'ected and deſtirute 
© Fre than that of the Birds of the Air, or Beaſts of the Earth; ſo he 
bant Judzi ; told that Scribe, -who profeſſed ſuch readineſs and reſolution to 
quale eſt quod follow him, but was ſoon cool'd when Chriſt cold him, Mar. 8. 
Gemariſiz di- 0, The Foxes have holes, and the Birds of the Air have neſts; but 
cunt, - PR the Son of Man hath not where to lay hus Head, It was a common 
at,non fore lo- _** c | 

cum ubi con- ſaying among the. Jews, hen the Meſſiah comes, he will not find a 
ſideat. 67: #% place to fit down in, Sometimes he feeds upon Barley-bread, and 
&Z« Ts 7» ow a broiled Fiſhs and ſomepimes,fie was hungry, and had nothing 


Gs in loc. 19 Ea Hark 11.12. AS tor Money, he was much a ſtranger to 


it; when the Tribuce money was demanded of him, he and Peter 
o]3e contine- Were not fo well furniſhed ro make half a Crown betwixt them to 
bat duo di- pay it, but muſt work a Miracle for it, 4ar. 17; »!t. He came 
drachma, & not to be miniſtred uato,, but to miniſter, AZar 20. 28, nor to 
valet 2 5: 6 d: maſs Earthly Treaſures, but to beſtow Heavenly ones. His great 
X and heavenly Soul neglected and deſpiſed thoſe things, that too 


many of his own too much admire and proſecute. He ſpeat nor 
2 
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a careful thought: about choſe things, that eat up thouſands and 
ren thouſands of our Thoughts. Indeed he came to be humbled, 
and to teach Men by his Example the Vanity of this World, and 
pour Contempt upon the enſnaring Glory of itz and cherefore Paupertas 
went before us in a choſen and voluntary Poverty : Yet he lived Chriſti tuir f& 
nota mendicant Lite neither z but was ſomerimes fed by ordinary, | 6 Ms 
and ſometimes by miraculous and extraordinary ways. He had mc;aioinne 
wherewith to ſupport that precious Body of his, till the time was 4mes Med. 
come to G6ffer it up to God3. but would not indulge and pamper P- 194. 
that Fleſh, which he purpoſely aſſumed to be humbled in. 

Forrthly, Our dear Jeſus was yet further humbled in his Life, 
by the horrid Temprations wherewith Satan aſſaulted him, than 
which nothing could be more grievous to his holy Heart. The 
Evargeliſt gives us; an account of this in Zxke 4. from the firſt to 
the 14th Verſe: In which Context you find how the bold and en- Maxima & 
vious Spirit meets the Captain of our Salvation in the Field, comes frequenrifſima 
up with him in the Wilderneſs when he was ſolitary, and had *<nrandi occa- 
not 2 Second with him, ver. 1. there he keeps him faſting forty 2 1 eſt, 
days and forty nights, to prepare him to cloſe with his Tempta- " rote os 
tion: All this while Satan was pointing and edging that Tempta- perentes & e- 
tion, With which at laſt he reſolves to try the breaſt of Chriſt by ſuriences non 
2 home-thruſt, er. 2. By this time he ſuppoſes Chriſt was a 19et ; ficur 
hungry ( as indeed he was) -and now he thought it was time to Oo" ah 
make his aſſaulr, which be doth in a very ſutable Temptation at ra: ah, 0» Ha 
firſt, and with variety of Temptations, trying ſeveral Weapons poriffimum 
upon him afterwards. But when he had made a thruſt at him *empore, 
with that firſt Weapon, in which he .eſpecially truſted, Command _— Fas 
that theſe Stones be made Bread, ver. 3. and ſaw how Chriſt had dig ao FI 
put it by, wer. 4. then he changes poſtures, and affaults him with $rapletonis 
Temptations to Blaſphemy, even to fall down and worſhip the Devil. prompt. p.418. 
But when he ſaw he could faſten nothing on him, that he was as 
pure Fountain-water in a Chryſtal Vial, how much-ſoever agi- 
tated and ſhaken, no Dregs, os filthy Sediment would riſe, bur 
he remained pure (till : I ſay, ſeeing this, he makes a policick Re- 
creat, quits the Field for a ſeaſon, wer. 13. yet leaves it cum animo 
revertendi, with a reſolution to return to him again. And thus was 
cur bleſſed Lord Jeſus humbled by the Temptations of Satan; . 
and\what can you imagine more burdenſome to him. that was 
brought up from Eternity with God, delighting in theholy Father, 
to be now ſhut into a Wilderneſs with a Devil, there to be baited 
ſo many days, and have his Ears filea, tho not defiled, with horrid num mu- 
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Blaſphemy? 'O how. was che caſe altered with Chriſt !! from 
what, 'to what wit he now come? A chaſte Woman would ac- 
count-it no'commorn'miſery to be dogg'd up and down, and (oli- 
cired by ſome vile Ruffin, tho there were no danger of Defile- 
ment. - £ 
'A Man would account it no. ſmall unhappineſs to be ſhut up 
five or fix weeks together with the Devil, tho- appearing in a 
humane ſhape, and to liear'no language but that of Hell ſpoken 
all:that time : and the more holy the Man is, the more would he 
be afflicted to hear ſuch Blaſphemies malignancly ſpar upon the 
holy and reverent Name of God ; much more to be folicired by 
the i}, To join with him in it : this I fay would be accounted 
to ſmall mifery for a Manto undergo. -How great a Humilia- 
tion then maſt it be to the greatGod, fo be hambled-to this ! ro 
fee a Slave of his Houſe, ſerting upon himſelf che Lord! His 
Jailor coming to take him Priſoner, if he can ! A baſe Apoſtate 
irit, dar to attempr ſuch things as theſe npon him ! -Surely 
is was 2 deep abaſement ro the Son of God. WO 
Fifthly, Our blefled Lord Jeſus was yet more humbled in his 
Lite than all this, and that by his own S$mparhy with” others, 
under all the burdens that made them groan. For he much more 
than Paw! could ſay, #ho ts afflited, and I burn not ? He lived all his 
time as it were in an Hoſpital among the ſick and wounded. And 
ſo tender was his Heart, that every groan for Sin, or under the 
effects of Sin, pierced him fo, thar it was craly ſaid, himſelf bure 
oxr Sickneſſes, and rock, onr Ifirmities, Mar. 8. 16, 17. Tt was ſpoken 
upon the occaſton-of fome'poor Creatures that were poſleſled by 
the Devil, and brought to him ro be diſpoſſefſed, It's faid of 
him, 7ohn 11. J3. That when he ſaw Mary weeping, and the fews alſo 
weeping which came with her, he groaned in the Spirit, ant was troubled. 
And ver. 35- feſus wept : yea, his Heart flowed with pity 'for 
them that had nor one drop.of pity for themfelves. Witneſs his 
rears ſpent upon 7era/alem, LukEt 19. 41, 42. He foreſaw the mi- 
ſery that was coming, tho rhey neither foreſaw, nor feared it. 
O how it pierced him to think'ot the Calamities hanging over 
that great City ! Yea, he monrned for them thar could not mourn 
for their own Sins. Therefore'it's faid, ark 3. 5. He was frieved 
for the wr; Of the Peoples Hearts, So that the commencArion 
of 2 good Phyſician, that he doth as it were die with every Pi- 
tient, was moſt applicable to our tender-hearted Phyticizo, This 
was one of choſe things that made him a Aan of Swro7?, and at- 
-uainted 
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quainted with Griefs, For the more holy any is, the more he-is 
grieved and afflicted for the Sins of others z and che more tender 
any Man is, the more he is pierced with beholding the miſeries 
that lie upon others. Anditis ſure, never any Heart more holy, 
-or more fenfible, tender and compaſſionate than Chriſt's. 

Sixthly, Laſtly, That which yet helped to humble him lower, 
was the ungrateful and moſt baſe and unworthy entertainment 
the World gave him. He was not received or treated like a Sa- 
viour, - but as the vileſtof Men. One would think chat he who 
came from Heaven, to give hq Life a rauſom for many, Mar. 20. 28. 
He that was: not ſent to condemn the World, but that the World through 
him might be ſaved, John 3. 19. He that came to diſſolve the Works 
of the Devil, x John-3. 8. knock off the Chains, open the Rri/on- 
doors, proclaim liberty to the Captives, Ia. 61.1. I fay, when ſuch 
a Saviour arrived, O with what acclamations of Joy, and demon- 
ſtrations of Thankfulneſs ſhould he have been received ? One 
would have thought they ſhould even kiſs the ground he trod up- 
on: but inſtead of this, he was hated, oh: 15. 18. He was d:- 
ſpiſed by them, Mar. 13. 55. So reproached, that he became che 
reproach of Men, as who ſhould ſay, a Corner for every one to 
ſpitins a Bute for every baſe Tongue to ſhogg at, P/z!. 22. 6. 

ccuſed of working his Miracles by the power of the Devil, 
Ht. 12.24, He was trod upon as a Worm, P/al. 22. 6. They 
buffeted him, ar. 26:67. ſmote him on the Head, ar, 27. 
30. array'd him as a Fool, ver. 29. ſpat in his Face, ver. 30, 
deſpiſed him as the baſeſt of Men, 7hzs fellow ſaid, Mar. 26. 61. 
One of his own Followers fold him, another forſware him, and 
all forſook him in his greateſt Troubles. All this was .a great 
abaſement to the. Son of God, who was not thus treated tor a 
day, or in one place; bur all his days, and in all places. He en- 
dared the eontradiftions of Sinners againſt himſelf. In theſe Particu- 
lars I have pointed out to you ſomething of the humbled Lite 
Chriſt lived in the World. From all which Particulars ſome 
uſeful Inferences will be noted. - 

Inference 1, 

From the firſt degree of Chriſt's Humiliation in ſubmitting ro 
be circumciſed, and thereby obliging himſelf co fulfil the whole 
Law, it follows, That F«ſtice it ſelf may ſet both hand and ſeal to the 
acquittances and diſcharges of Believers, Chriſt hereby obliged him- 
{elf to be the Law's Pay-niaſter, to pay it its utmoſt demand ;z to 


bear that yoak of Obedience that never any before him could 
| Ff bear. 
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bear. And as his Circumcifion-obliged him to keep the whole 
Law z ſo he was molt preciſe and panes! in the obſervation of 
Juſtifcario eſt je; So exact, that the ſharp eye of: Divine Juſtice cannot eſpy ' 
«ers nts, in” che leaſt flaiy in it3 but ackgowledges full Paiment, and ſtands 
fits, ante. ready toſign the Believer a full acquittance. Rom. 3. 25. That 
rer contingens God may be juſt, and the Tuſtifier of bim that believes in FA Had 
omnibus. not Chriſt been thus: obliged, we had never been diſcharged. 
Woleb, Had not his Obedience been.an intire, compleat and perfect 
ching, our Juſtification could not have been ſo. He that hath a 
precious Treaſure, wilt beJoth to adventure it in 2 leaky Veſlel: - 
Wo to the holieſt Man on-Earth, if che ſafety of his precious Soul 
were to be adventured in the bottom of the beſt Duty that ever 
be- performed. But Chriſt's Obedience. and Righteouſneſs is 
tight and ſound 3 a Bottom that we may ſafely adventure all in. 
Inference 2. 
From the -early flight of Chriſt into Zg2pr, we infer, That the 
greateſt Innocency and Piety cannot exempt from Perſecution and Injury. - 
Why more innocent than Chriſt? And who more perſecuted ? The 
world is the world ſtill. 7 have given them thy Word, and the World 
hath hated thew, John 17. 14. The World lies in wait as a Thief, 
for them that c@ry this Treaſure ; they who are-empty of it may 
ſing before him, he never ſtops them: But Perſecution follows 
Piety; as the Shadow doth the Body. 2 Tim. 3. 12. Al that will - 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer - Perſecution. Whoſoever 
reſolves to live holy, muſt never expect to live quietly. It's God- 
lizeſs, and Godlineſs in Chriſt Feſ, i.e. ſuch as is derived from 
Chriſt, true Godlinels 3 and it's true Godlinels as it's manifeſted 
in-practice.. All that will 5ve god/y, that will exert Holineſs in 
their Lives, which convinces and galls the Conſciences- of the 
ungodly. *Tis -this enrages, for there is an Enmicy and Antipa- 
thy. berwixt them : and this Enmity runs ia ablood ;. and it's 
tranſmitted with it from. generation to generation. Gu/. 4. 29. 
As then he that was born after the fleſh, perſecuteth:bim; that was born 
after the ſpirit ;, even ſoit is now,” Mark, {0 it was, and ſtilb ir 
is. _ Cain's Club is ſtill carried up and down, redded with the 
Multi. adv Blood of Abel, faiti Buchottzer bur thus it muſt be, to conform 
{unr, qui cla- yg ynto Chriſt: and, Othat your Spirits, as well as your Conditi- 
are bs ny ons, may- better harmonize with Chriſt, He ſuffered meekly, 
rem circumte- Quietly, and ſeif-denyingiys be-ye like bim. Let ic not be-ſaid 
FUlt. &ucholtz. Of you, as it 15 of the Hypocrite, whoſe Lults are only 4i4y buc 
net .mortified. by- his. Duties.3 that be is -like a flinr;-which brows 
| cold 3 - 
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cold ; but if you ſtrike him, he is all firy. "To do well, and 
ſuffer ill, is Chriſt-like. 
Inference '3, 


From the third particular of Chriſt's Humiliation, Iinfer, thae 
ſuch 44 are full of Grace and Holineſs, may be deftitute and empty of 
Creature-comforts, What-an over-flowing fulneſs of Grace was 
there. in Chriſt !. and yer to what a low ebb did his ourward 
Comforts ſometimes fall: and as it fared with him, ſo with ma- 
ny others now in Glory with him, whilſt they were in the way 
to that Glory. 1 Cor. 4. 11. Even to this preſent: howr, we both 
banger and thirſt, and are naked, and buffeted, and have no certain 
* dwelling-place. Their Souls were richly clothed with Robes of 
Righteouſneſs, their Bodies naked or meanly clad. Their Sox/s 
fed high, even on: hidden Mannah ; their Bodies hungry. Let us 
be content (ſaid Zzther) with our hard fare, for do we not feaſt 
with Angels upon that Bread of Life > Remember when wants 
pinch hard, that theſe fix no marks of God's hatred upon you. 
- Hehath dealt no worſe with you than he did with his own Son. 
Nay, which of you is not better accommodated than Chriſt 
was? If you be hungry or thirſty, you have ſome Refreſhments; 
you have beds to lie on 3 the Son of Man had not where to lay 
his head ; the Heir of all things had ſometimes nothing to ear. 
And remeinber you are going to a plentiful Country, where all 
your wants will be ſupplied.. Por 5» the World, rich in Faith, and 
Heirs of the Kingdom which God hath promiſed, James 2. 5, The 
_meanveſs of your preſent, will add to the /»ſtre of your future Con- 
dition. ©: F'Y 
' Infe EYEeNce 4. 

From the fourth Particular of Chriſt's Humiliation in his Lite, 
by Satan's Temptations, we infer, That thoſe in whom Satan hath 
no intereſt, may have moſt trouble from him in this World, John 14. 30. 
The Prince of this World cometh, and hath nought in me. Where he 
knows he cannot be a Congquerer, he willnort ceaſeto be a Tronbler. 
This bold--and daring Spirit adventures upon Chriſt himſelf ; for 
doubtleſs he was filled with Envy at the fight of him, and would 
do what he could, tho to no purpoſe, to obſtruct the bleſſed 
deſign in his hand. And it was the Wiſdom and Love of Chriſt 
to admit him to come as near him as might be, and try all his 
Darts upon-him 3 that by this experience he might be filled wich 
pity to ſuccour them that are tempted. And as he ſet on Chriſt, 
{0 much more will he adventure upon us and but too oft —_ 
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off a Conqueror. * Sometimes hei ſhoots the firy Darts of bla(-- 
phemous Inje&tions. Thele fall 'as flaſhes of Lightning on the 
dry Thatch, which inſtantly ſets all in' a combuſtion. And juſt 
ſo is it attended with-an after Thunder-clap of inward ' Horror, 
thar ſhivers the very Heart, and ſtrikes all-into confuſion within. 

' Divers Rules are' preſcribed in this-caſe, to -relieve poor 
diſtreſſed ones. One adviſeth to think ſeriouſly on that which 
is darted ſuddenly, and to do by your Hearts as Men uſe to do 
with young Horſes; that are apt to ſtart and boggle at every 
thing in the: way z we bring them cloſe ro the chings they frighe 
at; make them look on-them, and ſmelltcothem3- that time; and 
better acquaintance with ſuch things, may teach them-not to ſtarr: * 
Others adviſe-to diverſions of the-Thoughts, - as much as may be, 
to think quite another way.. Theſe Rules are contrary to one 
another, and I think-ſignify- but little to the relief of a poor Soul 
ſo diſtreſſed.” | ? . 

The beſt Rule doubtleſs is that of the Apoſtle, Zph. 6. 16. 4- 
bove. all: taking the ſhield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench | 
all the firy Darts of the Wicked, _—_ Faith, my Friends, -up- 
on your tempted Saviour, who paſſed through Temptations be- 
fore you : and: particularly exerciſe Faith . on- three things in 
Chriſt's Temptations. . | 

1; Believingly conſider, how: great variety of Temptativhs 
were tried upon Chriſt 3- and of what a horrid blaſphemous na- 
ture that was, Fall down and no me. ; = 

2... Believingly conſider, that-Chriſt came off a perfe&t Con- 
queror in the day of his trial, beat Satan out of the field. For 
he ſaw what he attempted 'on Chriſt was as impoſſible as to bat- 
ter the body-of the Sun with Snow- balls. . WENT: } 20 

3: Laſtly,” Believe that the benefies of thoſe his 'Vikories and 
Conqueſts are for you and that for your ſakes he perinitted the 
Tempter to come-{o near him: As you-find, Heb. 2.18; - -- 

Objeft.* Heb,g. 15; If youlay, true, Chriſt was tempted as well 
as Iz- but-there's a vaſt. difference. berwixt: his Temptacions and 
mine: for the Prince of this World came; and found nothing in 
him, Joh» 14. 30. He was not RY defiled, tho externally 

as troubled... | 

Sel. .This is a diffterent-caſe. - True, it is fo, and muſt be fo, 
or-elſe it had fignified-nothing. to your relief- For had Chriſt 
been internally-defiled, . he had not- been a fie Mediator for:you3 
agr:c0uld 'you-have had any. benefic either by his T GE 
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Sufferings for you. - But he being tempted, and yer ſtill holy, bear- 
ing the. Burden, and ſtill eſcaping the defilement ot Sin, hath nor 
only ſatished for the-Sins you-commit when tempted, but alſo got 
an experimental ſenſe of the miſery of your Condicion, which 
is in him (tho now in Glory) as a ſpring of Picy.and teader Com- 
paſſion to you. Remember, poor, tempted Chriſtian, the God of 
Peace ſhall:ſhorth tread Satan under thy feet, Rom. 16.20, Thou ſhalt 
- ſer thy foot on the Neck of that Enemy : And as ſoon as both thy 
Feet are over the threſholdof Glory, thou ſhalt caſt back a ſmiling -. 
look, and ſay, Now Satan do thy. worſt ; now I am there where 
gp canſt not come, Mean whale, till thou be our of his reach, - 
et. me adviſe thee to go to Jeſus Chriſt, and-open the matcer to - 
him; tell him how that-baſe Spirit falls upon thee, yea, ſets upon - 
thee even in his preſence: Intreat him to rebuke and command. - 
him off: Beg him-to conſider thy-cale, and ſay, Lord, doſt nor : 
thou remember how thy own Heart was once grieved, tho not de- - 
filed, by his Aſſaults? I have Grief and Guilt rogether-upon me. - 
Ah Lord, I expe& Pity and Help from thee ; thou knoweſt the -- 
Heart of a-Stranger, the Heart of a poor tempted one. This is | 
ſingular Relief. in this caſe. - O try it ! 
i | Tnference 5. - 
Was Chriſt yet more humbled by his own ſympathy with,o- 

cthers.in cheir- Diſtreſſes? Hence we learn, that a compaſhonatre 
Spirit-towards-ſuch as labour under burdens of- Sin or Aﬀiction, - 
is Chriſt-like, and truly excellent : This was the Spirit of Chriſt: - 
O be ye like him! Put on as the Ele& of God, Bovels-of 
Mercy, Cel. 3.12. ' Weep with them that weep, and rejoice with them - 
that rejoice, Rom: 13.15. It was Cain that ſaid, 4m 1 my Bro- > 
ther's Keeper ? Bleſſed Pax! was of a contrary Temper, 2 Cor. 11, 7n «lt the Af 
29. Who;is weak, and I am nut weak? Who is offended, and T burn /"&ions, Loſſes, 6, 
ves 7, Three things promote Sympathy in Chriſtians, one is the 14,4 3ejcu be. 
Lord's pity for them, he doth as it were ſuffer with them 3 1» al lievers, Chriſt * 
their Aﬀiftions he was afiieg Ifa. 63- 9. Another is, the relation /aith, Half . 
welultain to God's afflicted. People : They are Members with us 77? * Zea, be © 
in.one Body, - and the Members ſhould have the fame care one of batf” bus _ 
another, 1-Cor. 12,.25- The laſt is, we know not how ſoon our the Burden,and 7 
feives may need: ſrom others, what others now need from us. more than all ; 
Reſtore him with the ſpirit-of  Meekneſs,. confidering thy ſelf, left thou far he bears ws * 
PEI, .T.. - root 
mere of his Spirit dwelt-in his People / Aug lumias; aut fuimus, aut poffinius efſe quod bic eft----- 
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x Inference 6. 

Did the World help on the Humiliation of Chriſt by their baſe 
and vile uſage of him? Learn hence, That the Tudgment the World 
gives of Perſons, and their Warth, is little to be regarded, Surely it dif- 
penſes its Smiles and . Honours very prepoſterouſly;zand unduly. 
In this reſpe&, among others, the Saints are Eiled ſuch Perſons 
of whom the World is not worthy, Heb.11.38. 5. e. itdorh not deſerve 

i quis ex no- fO have ſuch choice Spirits as theſe are, leftin it, ſince it knows 
bilirare con- not how to uſe or treat them. Ir was the Complaint of Satviar 
verti ad Deum.ghgye eleven hundred years ago 3 If any of rhe Nobility (faith he) 
ala —_— do bur begin to turn to.God, preſently he loſeth the Honour of - 
liratis amiccir. Nobility 3 O in how little Honouris Chriſt among Chriſtian Peo- 
Oquanculusin ple, when Religion ſhall make a Man ignoble ! So that (as he adds) 
Chriſtiano po- many are compelled to be evil, left they ſhould be eſteemed vile. 
pulo honor ; 0d indged, it the World give us any help to diſcover the true 

ellis iorobi- Worth and excellency of Men by, it is by the rule of Contraries, 
lemfcir! for themoſt part. Whereit fixes its marks of Hatred, we may 

Salv. Lib.q..de uſually find that which invites our Reſpe& and Love, Ir ſhould 

. Gub. Dei, trouble us the leſs to be under the flights and diſreſpeRs of a blind 

p96 yes rig World. I could be even proud upon it (aid Zzther) that I fee 
om veſſi- I have an ill name from the World. And ferom bleſſed God that 
mum mihi = counted him worthy to be hated of the World. Labour to ſtand 
 creſcere ; gau- right in the Judgment of God, and troublenot thy ſelf for the raſh 
deo rebellis and headlong Cenfures of Men. Let wicked Men, faid one, cut 


dici. Luth, 
Grat1as ago 
Deo meo, 


the throat of my Credit, and do as they like beſt with itz when 
the wind of their Calumnies hath blown away my good Name 


quod dignus from me in the way to Heaven, I know Chriſt will take my Name 


ſum, quem que of the mire, and waſh it, and reſtore it to me again. 
mandus ,ode- » 


rit. Hieron. 


Inference 7. 

- From the whole of Chriſt's Humiliation in his Life, learn you 
to paſs through all the Troubles of your Life wich a contented 
compoſed Spirit, as Chriſt your Forerunner did. He was per/ecs- 
zed, and bare it meekly; poor, and never murmured 5 rempred, 
and never yielded to the Temptarionz 7reviled, and reviled not 
again. When ye therefore paſs __ any of theſe Trials, look 
to Jeſus, and conſider him. See how he that paſſed through thoſe 
things before you, managed himſelf in like Circumſtances ; yea, 
not only. beat the way by his Pattern and Example for you, but 
hath in every one of thoſe conditions left a Bleſfing behind him 
for them that follow in his Steps. | | 
| Thanks be to God for feſus Chriſt, T1 
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Ton. XVII. 11. 
And now T am no more in the World, but theſe are in the 
World ; and I come to thee : Holy Father, keep through 
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thine own Name, thoſe whom thou baſt given me ; - 


that they may be one, as we are. 


W 


E now come tothe laſt and loweſt ſtep of Chriſt's Hu- 


ven the Death of the Croſs. Oar of this Death of 


miliation, which was in his ſubmitting ro Death, e- 


Chriſt the Life of our Souls-fprings up; and in this Blood of the © 


Crofs, all our Mercies (wim-to us. The Blood of Chriſt runs 
deep-to ſome eyes: The Judicious Believer ſees Multitudes, Mul- 
titudes of ineſtimable Bleſſings in it. By this Crimſon Fountain 


I reſolve to-ſit down; and concerning the: Death of Chriſt, I ſhall 


take diſtinly into conſideration the Preparations made for itz the 


Nature and quality of it 3 the Deportment and carriage of dying 
Jeſus 3 the Fameral-ſolemnmities with which he was buriedz and - 


laſtly the bleſſed deſigns, and glorious ends of his Death. 


The Preparatives for his Death were fix. Three on his own 


part, and three. more by his Enemies. The Preparations made 
by. himſelf for it,, were the ſolemn recommendation of his Friends 
to his Father : The i»/tiration of 2 commemorative f1gn, to perpe- 
tuate and refreſh the Memory of his Death in the Hearts of his 


People till he come again. And his pouring ont his Soul to Godby * 


prayer in the garden; which was the poſture» he choſe to be found 
in, when they ſhould apprehend tim. - 


This Scripture contains the firlt preparative of Chriſt for-Death, - 


whereby he {ers his Heuſein order, prays for his People, and ble(- 
ſes them: before he dies. The Love of Chriſt was ever tender and 


{trong to his People: -butthe greateſt Manifeſtations of ir were at - 


Parting: 


% 
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' parting. And this he manifeſted two ways eſpecially; viz...in 


leaving ſingular Supports,and grounds of Comfort with them in his 
laſt heavenly Sermon, in Chap. 14; Is, 16. and in pouring out his 


- Soul moſt affeQionately to the Father for them in thys Heavenly 
+ Prayer, Chap. 17. In this Prayer he gives them a Specimen or Sam- 
.-ple of that his glorious [nterceſſion- work, which he was juſt then 


going to perform in Heaven for them. Here hiSteaftoverflow- 


ed, forlie was now leaving them, and going to the Father. The 
' laſt words of a dying Man. are remarkable, how much more of a 


dying Saviour? I ſhall notlanch out into that bleſſed Ocean of 
precious matter -contained in this Chapter, but take immediately 


' into conſideration the words that I have read, wherein I find a 


weighty Petition, ſtrongly followed and ſet home with many 


mighty Arguments. 


1. We have here Chriffs Petition, or Requeſt in behalf of his 


, people.3 not only thoſe on the place, bur all others that then did, 


or afterwards ſhould believe on him. And the ſum of what 
he here requeſts for them is, that his . Father would keep them 
through his Name. Where you have both the Mercy, and the. 
Aeaxs of attaining it- The Mercy is to-be kept, Keeping implies 


_ danger. And there.is a double Danger obviated in this requeſt 3 


danger in reſpec of Sin, and danger in reſpec of Ri» and Deſtruc- 
tion. To both theſe the People of God lie open in this World. 
"The Mears of their PE—_—_ from both is the Name, 5. ce. 
the Power of God. This Name of the Lord is that frong Tower 
to which the Righteous fly, and are ſafe, Prov. 18. 10. Alas! it is 
not your own Strength or Wiſdom that keeps you, but ye are 


. kept by the mighty Power of God. This proteRing Power of 


'God, doth not however exclude our Care and Diligence, but im- 
plies it 3 therefore 'tis added, 7e are hept by the mighty Power of God, 
through faith to Saluation, 1 Pet. x.5. God his People, and 

et they are to keep themſelves in the Love of God, ty 2I. to 
eep their hearts with all diligence, Prov. 4.2 3. This is the ſam of 
the Petition. | 
.2. The —_—_— with which he urgeth and preſſes on this 
Requeſt, are drawn partly from his own condition, I am ne more in - 
the World, 5, e. Tam going todiez within very few hours I ſhall 
be ſeparated from them, in regard of my corporal preſence. Part- 
ly. from #heir condition ; but theſe are in the world; 3, e, I muſt leave 
h rent in the midſt of danger : and partly from che joixe intereſt his 
Father and himſelf had in them; Keep thoſe that thou haſt given me : 


With 


Serm.20. \ before be died. . 225 


With ſeveral other moſt ptevalent Pleas, which in their proper 

places ſhall be anon produced, and diſplayed, to illuſtrate and con- 

firm this precious Truth which this Scripture affords us. | 

Do&.+ Fhat the fatherly Care, and tender Love of our Lord feſua 
Chriſt, wks eminently diſcoveret in that pleading Prayer, he poured 
out or bzgPeople at his parting with them, | 


It pertained to the Prieſt, and Father of the Family to bleſs the 

reſt, eſpecially when he were to be ſeparated from them by 

Death. This was a rite in 1-427. When good Faceb was grown 

old, and the-time was come that he ſhould be gathered co his Fa- 

thers, then he }/eſſed Joſeph, Ephraim, and Manaſleth, /aying, God 

before whom my Fathers Abraham and I{gac did walk, the God which fed 

ne all my life long unto this day, the Angel which reacemed me. from all e- 

vil, bleſs the Lads, Gen. 48. 15,16. This was * a Prophetical and * Volebar Ja- 
Patriarchal Blefling: Not that 7aceb could bleſs as God bleſles wo, DECe- 
he could ſpeak the words of Blefling, but he knew the Effect, the - Sogn Ras 
rea] Blefling.it felt, depended .upon God. And tho he blefſed wwigari, tea 
 anthoritatively, yet not poteſtatively; 3, e. he could, as the mouth of propherici, & 
God, .pronounce Bleſſings, but could not confer them, Thus he patriarchal. 

lefled his Children, as his Father 7/aac had alſo bleſſed him be- NRverir if 

JOLL he died, Gen, 28, 3» and all theſe Bleſſings WEreE delivered poſle frroterre, ; 
| Prayerwile, «55g —_— ger” 
pendere! ' Perit ergo benediftionem ab eo cujus idem eft dicere & facere, h.e. a ſolo Deo. Ainf. 
worth in loc. Benedicere eſt vel poreſtaris, 7.e. bona temporalia ſolo nnru conferre ; vel au- 
thoritatis, hoc eſt, bona remporalia vel zrerna ex' officio precari denunciare, conferenda 4 Deo, 
Payee E737 


+ \ 


dren.alſo 3; and therein will diſcover.how much dear. and. tender 


and laſtly, How all this gives full evidence of Chriſt's tender care 
and love to his-People. . ” = 


Ge OI Firſt, 


2.26 


Of Chriſt's bleſſing bis Family 

Firft, We will enquire whatthoſe Mercies and ſpecial Favours 
were, which Chriſt beg'd for his People: when he was to die. 
And we find among others, theſe five ſpecial Mercies delired for 
them in this Context, - DE | 

I. The Mercy of preſervation both from'Sin and Danger : ſo 
in the Text 3 Keep through thine own Name thoſe whom thou haſt given 
me : Which is explained, verſ.15. I pray not that thou ſhouldſt take 
them ont of the World, but that thou ſhoulaſt keep them from the evil, 
Wein ours, and the Saints thatare gone, in their reſpe&ive Gene- 
rations have reaped the fruit of this Prayer: How elſe comes it 
co paſs,. that our ſouls are preſerved amidſt ſuch a world of 
Temptations, and-theſe affiſted and advantaged by our own Cor- 
ruptions?. How-is itelſe, that, our Perſons are not-ruined,.and de- 
ſtroyed: amidſt ſuch multitudes of potent and malicious Enemies, 
that are ſet on fire of Hell? Surely the preſervation of the burn- 
ing Buſh, of the three Children amidſt the Flames,. of Daze! in 
theden of Lions, are not greater Wonders, than theſe our eyes 
do daily-behold. As the fire would have certainly conſumed, and 
the Lions without doubt have rended and devoured, had not 
Godby the interpoſirion of his own hand ſtopt and hindered the 
effect ;3- ſo would the Sin that is in us, and the Malice that is in 0- 
chers, quickly ruin our Souls and Bodies, were itnot that the ſame 
Hand guards and keeps us every moment. To that Hand imto which 
this Prayer of Chriſt delivered your Sonls and Bodies, doyou 
_=_ all your Mercies. and Salvations, both temporal and fpiri- 
tual. . | 

2; Another Mercy he prays for, is the bleſſing of Union among 
themſelves. This he joins immediately with the Fſt Mercy of pre- 
ſervation, and prays. for. it in the ſame breath, verf. 11. That 
they may be one, as we are. And well might he join them together 
ih-one breath, for this union is'not only a:choice Mercy in it ſelf, 


| buta ſpecial means of that Prefervation-he had prayed for.be- 


fore: Their union: one with another, is a ſpecial "means to pre- 
ſerve them all. | 

3. Athird defirable Mercy thatChriſt earneſtly prayed ſor, was 
that his or might be fifilled in them, ver. 13. - He would provide 
for their Joy, even when the-hour of his greateſt Sorrow was art 
hand; yea, he would not only obtain Joy for them, but a full 
Joy: ;That my Joy may be fulfilled in them, It is'as if he had ſaid, O * 
my Father, I am to leave theſe dear ones in a World of Trouble, 
and:Petplexities, 1 know their. Hearts will be ſubject to ——_ 
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Deſpondencies ; O let me obtain the Cordials of Divine Joy for 
them before I go: I would not only have them live, bur live joy- 
fully ; provide for their fainting hours reviving Cordials. 

4. And asa conginugd Spring to maintain all the forementioned 
Mercies, he prays they ay be ſanttified through the word of Truth, 
ver. 17. 4.e. more abundantly ſanified than yet they were, by. 
2 deeper radication of gracious habits and principles in their Hearts. 
This is a ſingular Mercy in it (elf, ro have Holine(s ſpreading it 
ſelf over and through their Souls, as the Light of the Morning. 
Nothing is for it ſelf more defirable. And it's al(o a ſingularhelp 
co their Perſeverance, Union, and ſpiritual Joy, which he had 
prayed for before, and are all advanced by their increaſing Sanc- 
tification. | 

5. And laſtly, As the complement and perfe&ion of all defira- 
ble Mercies, he prays, .that they may be with him, where he #5, to be- 
hold his Glory, ver. 24. This is the beſt and ultimate Privilege 
they are capable of. The end of his coming down from Heaven, 
and returning thither again, all runs.into this, to bring many Sons 
and Daughters unto Glory.” You ſee Chriſt asks no trifles, no 
{mall chings for his People 3 no Mercies, but the beſt that both 
Worlds afford, will ſuffice him on their behalf. 

Secondly, Let us ſee how he foHows his Requeſts, and with what 
Arguments he pleads with the Father for theſe things : And among 
others, I ſhall ſingle out fix choice ones which are urged in this 
Text, or the immediate Context. 

The firſt Argument is drawn from the joint Intereſt that both 
Himſelf and Father have in the Perſons for whom he prays : 
All mine are thine, and thine are mine, ver.1o, Asif he ſhould fay, 
Father, behold and conſider the Perſons I pray for, they are noc 
Aliens, but Children; yea, they are thy Children as well as mine : 
The very-ſame on whom thou haſt ſet thy eternal Love, and in 
that Love haſt given them to me3 ſo that they are both thine, 
and mine : great is our Intereſt in them, and Intereſt draws Care 
and Tenderne(ls. Every one cares for his own, provides for, and 
fecutes his own. Propriety (even among(t Creatures) is tunda- - 
mental to our Labour, Care and Watchfulneſs 3 rhey would not 
{o much prize Life, Health, Eſtates or Children, 1f they were not 
their own. Lord, theſe ate thine own by many Ties and Titles : 
O therefore keep, comfort, fan&tify and ſave them, for they are 
thine. What a mighty Plea is this ? Surely, Chriſtians, your In- 
terceſlor is skiltul in his work, your Advocate wants no Eloquence 
or Abilicy to plead tor you. Gg 2 The 
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The ſecond Argument, and that a powerfuſfone, treads as 1 
may fay upon the very Heel of the former, in the next words, 
And 1 am glorified in them: 9.4, my Glory and Honour is infinitely 
dear. to thee; I know thy Hearc is fer intently upon the exalting 
1nd glorifying of thy Son. Now what Glory have Ll in the World, 
but what comes from wy People? Ochers neither can, nor will 
elority me3 nay, Lam daily blaſphemed and diſhonoured by them: 
Theſeare they from whom my active Glory and Praiſe in the 
World muſt riſe. ?Tis true, both thou and I: bave Glory from 
other:Creatures obje#ively; the Works that we have made and im- 
preſt our Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs upon, do ſo glorify us : 
and Honour we have from our very Enemies, accidentally; their 
very Wrath ſhall praiſe us: but tor ative and voluntary Praiſe, 
whence comes this but from the People that were formed for that 
very purpoſe? Should theſe then miſcarry and periſh, where ſhall 
my manifeſtive and active Glory be? And from. whom (hall I 
expect it ? So that here his Propriety and Glory are pleaded with 
the Father, to prevail for thoſe Mercies; and they are both great 
and valuable things with God. What dearer, what nearer to the 
Heart of God ? 

Arg. 3. And yet to make all faſt and ſure, he adds in the begin- 
ning of this ver. 11. achird Argument, in theſe words,. A»d wow 
i am-no more in the World, Where we muſt conſider the ſenſe of 
it; as a Propoſition, and thetorce of it, as an Argument. This 
Propoſition, I am no more in the World, is not to be taken ſimply 
and univerſally, as it in no ſenſe Chriſt thould be any more in this 
World : but only re/ſpe&iveiy as to his corporal Preſence; this was 
ina liccle time to be removed from his People, which had been a 
{weet Spring of Comfort to them in all their Troubles. - But now 
ie-might have been ſaid to the penſive Diſciples, as the Sons of 
the Prophets ſaid to Ea, a little before Ejah's Tranſlation, 
Know ye not that your Maſter ſhall be taken from your Heads to day ? This 
comfortable Enjoyment muſt be taken from them ; this is the 
Senſe. And here lies the Argument ; Father, conſider the Sad- 
neſs and Trouble I ſhall leave my poor Children ander. Whilſt 
I was with them, 1t was a ſweet relief to their Souls, whatever 
Troubles they met with: in all Doubts, Fears and Dangers, they 
could repair to me in a!l their Straits and Waats I till ſupplied 
them : They had my Counſels to direc them, my Reproofs to 
reduce them, my Comforts to ſupport them z yea, the very Sight 
of-/me was:an unſpeakable - Joy and Refreſhment co their Souls : 
Bur 
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But now the hour is come, and T muſt be gone. Allee Comfort 


and Benefit they had from my Preſence among them is now cut 
off : And except :h>u do make up all this ro them another way, 


what will become'of theſe Children, when their Father is gone ? 


What will be the caſe of the poor Sheep, and tender Lambs, when 
the Shepherd is ſmitten >? Therefore (O my Father) look thou 
after them; fee to them, for they are thine, as well as mine: 1 
am glorified in them, and now leaving them, and removing out 


of this World from them. . 


Arg. 4. And yet to move and engage the Father's Care and 


Love for them, he ſabjoins another great Conſideration in the 


very next words, drawn from the Danger he leaves them in 3 Zac 
theſe are in the World, The World is a ſinful, infeting, and un- 


wet place 3 it Zies in Wickednefs : and a hard thing it will be for 
uch poor, weak, imperte& Creatures to eſcape the Pollutions of 
irz or if they do, yet the Troubles, Perſecutions, and ſtrong 
Oppoſitions of it they cannor eſcape. - Seeing therefore I muſt 
leave thine own dear Children, as well as mine, and thoſe from 
whom my Glory is to riſe, in the mid(t of a ſinful, troubleſom, 
dangerous World, where they can neither move backward nor 
forward without danger of Sin or Ruin: O fince the caſe ſtands 
fo, look after them, provide for them, and take ſpecial care for 
them all. Conſider who they are, and where I leave them. They 
are thy Children, to be left in a ftranges Country ; thy Souldiers, 
in the Enemies Quarters 3 thy Sheep, in the midſt of Wolves 3 


thy precious Treaſure, among Thieves. 
Arg. 5. And yet he hath not done; for he reſolves to tug for 


the Mercies he had asked, and will not come off with a Denial : 


and therefore adds another Argument in the next words, And 7 


come to thee, AS his leaving them was an Argument, ſo his coming 


to the Father is a mighty Argument alſo. There is much in theſe 
words, I come to thee;, [1,] thy beloved Son, in whom thy Soul 
delightethz I, ro whom thou never denied{t any thing. Tis not 
2 Stranger, but a Son; not an adopted, but the only begotten 


Son. *Tis I that [come.] I am now coming to thee apace, my 


Father. I come to thee, ſwimming througn a bloody Ocean, I 
come treading every ſtep of my way to thee in Blood, and un- 


ſpeakable Sufferingss and all this for the fake of thoſe dear Ones I - 
now pray for: Yea, the deſign and end of my coming to thee, is 


for them. I am coming to Heaven in the capacity of an Advocate, 
to plead with thee for them. And I come to | 7hee ] my Father, and 
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their Father z .my God, and their God, Now then, ſince I that am fo 
dear, come through ſuch bitter Pangs, to thee, ſo dear, ſo tender- 
hearted a Father ; and all this on their ſcore and account : Since I 
do but now as it were begin, or give them a,lictle taſte of that 
Interceſſion-work, which I ſhall live for ever to perform for them 
in Heaven; Father, hear, Father, grant what I requeſt. O give 
2 comfortable handle! of choſe good things which I am coming to 
thee for, and which I know thou wilt not deny me.. 

Arg. 6. Andto cloſe up all, he tells the Father, how careful he 
112d been to obſerve and perform that traſt which was commitced 
tohim : while I was with them in the World, I hept them in thy Name ; 
thoſe that thou gaveſt me, 1 have kept, and none of them 1s loſt but the 
Son of Perdition, Ver. 12. 

And thus lies the Argument : Thou committed to mea certain 
number of elec Souls, to be redeemed by me ; I undertook the 
Truſt, and ſaid, if any of theſe be loſt, at my hand let chem be re- 
quired, I will anſwer them every one to thee. In purſuance of 
which Truſt, I am now here on the Earth, in a Body of Fleſh. I 
have been faithful ro a point. Thave redeemed them (for he 
ſpeaks of that as finiſhed and done, which was now ready to be 

one) I have kept alſo, and confirmed them hitherto: and now, 
Father, I commit them to thy Care. Lo, here they are, not one 
is loſt, but the Son of Perdition, who was never given. With 
how great care, have I been careful for them ! O let them not 
fail now: Let not one of them periſh. 

Thus you fee what a nervous, argumentative, pleading Prayer 
Chriſt poured outro the Father for them at parting, 

Thirdly, The next enquiry is, why he thus prayed and pleaded 
with God for them, when he was to die ? ; 

And certainly it was not becauſe the Father was unwilling to 


grant the Mercies he defired for them : No, they came not 


with difficulty, nor were they wreſted by meer Importunity our 
of the hand of an unwilling and backward Pecſon. For he tells 
us in Joh. 16. 27. The Father himſelf loveth you, 3.e. he is propenſe 
enough of his own accord to do you good. But the Reaſons of 
this exceeding Importunity are, 

1. He foreſaw a great trial then at hand ; yea, and a!l the after - 
crials of his people as well as that. He knew how much they 
would be ſifted, and pur to it in that hour, and power of dark- 
neſs that was coming. He knew their Faith would be ſhaken. and 
greatly ſtaggered, by the approaching difficulties, as! ary 

ou 
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ſhould fee their Shepherd ſmitten, and themſelves ſcattered ;. the 
Son of man- delivered into the hands of Sinners, and the Lord of 
Life hang dead upon the Tree, yea ſealed up in the Grave. He 
foreſaw what Straits his poor people would fall into, berwixr 
a buly Devil, and a bad Heart ; therefore he prays, and pleads with 
ſuch importunity and ardency for them, that they might not miſ- 
catty. | 
z. He was now entring upon his Interceſion-work in Heaven; 
and he was def1rous in this Prayer to give us a Specimen, or Sam- 
ple of that part of his wotk before he left us; that by this we 
might underſtand what he would do for us, when he ſhould be 
our of our: fight. ' For this being his laſt on Eatth, it ſhews us what 
Aﬀections, and diſpoſitions he carried hence with him, and (ati(- 
flies us that he who was ſo earneſt with, God on our behalf, ſuch a 
mighty Pleader here, will not forget us, or neglect our concerns 
inthe other World. Yet Reader, I would have thee always re- 
member, that the Intercefſion of Chriſt in Heaven is carried at a 
much higher rate than thisz it's performed in a way more ſuta- 
ble to that State of Honour to which he is now exalted. Here he 
uſed Proſtrations of Body, Cries and Tears in his Prayers: There 
it's carried in a more majeſtick way, and with more State,becoming 
an exalted” Jeſus. But yet in this he hath left ns a ſpecial affif- 
cance, to dilcover much of the frame, temper, and working of 
his Heart now in Heaven towards us. 
3. And laſtly, He would leave thisasa ſtanding Monument of 
his father-like Care and Love to his People to the end of the 
World. And for this it is conceived, Chriſt delivered this Pray- 
er ſo publickly, not withdrawing from the Diſciples to be private 
with God, as he did in the Garden ; but he delivers it in their 
preſence, theſe things I ſpeak, in the World : this £\xAuort, with the Verl. 13. - 
circumſtance of place [im the World] doth plainly fpeak it to be 
a- publick Prayer. And not only was it publickly delivered, 
but it was alſo by a ſingular Providence recorded at large by fobn, 
tho omitted by the other Evargeli/ts; that ſo it might ſtand to all - 
Generations: for a teſtimony. of Chriſt's tender Care and Love to 
his People. _. | 
_ Foxrthly, If you ask how this gives evidence of Chriſt's tender ' 
Careand Love to his People? which is the laſt Enquiry : I an- © 
(wer in few words, for the thing is plain and obvious; Ir appears 
incheſe rwo particalars. -- | 
1... His Love and Care-were manifeſted in the choice of 'Mer-' 
Cies* - 
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cies for them. He doth not pray for Health, Honour, long Life, 
Riches, &c. but for their preſervation from Sin, ſpiritual Joy in 
God, Sanctification, and eternal Glory. No Mercies but the ve- 
ry beſt in God's treaſure will content him. He was reſolved co 
get all the beſt Mercies for his People; the reſt he is content ſhould 
be diſpenſed promiſcuouſly by Providence: Bur theſe he will ſer- 

tle as a Hericage upon his Children. O ſee the Love of Chriſt ! 
Look over all your ſpiritual Inheritance in Chriſt, compare ic wich 
che richeſt, faireſt, (weeteſt Inhericance on Earth; and ſee what 
poor things theſe are to yours O the care of a dear Father ! -O 
the love of a Saviour ! 

2. Beſides, what an evidence of his tenderneſs to you, and great 
care for you was this, that he ſhould ſo intently, and fo affectio- 
nately mind, and plead your concerns with God, at ſuch a time as 
this was, even when a World of Sorrow was hemming him in on 
every ſide; a cup of Wrath mixed, and ready to be delivered 
into his hand ; at that very time, when the clouds of Wrath 
grew black, a Storm coming, and ſuch as henever felt before 
when one would have thought, all his Care, Thoughts, and Di- 
ligence ſhould have been imployed on his own acconant, to-mind 
his own Sufferings? No, he doth as it were forget his own Sor- 
rows, to mind our Peace and Comfort, O Love unſpeakable ! 

; Corollary 1. 
Tf this be ſo, that Chriſt ſo eminently diſcovered his Care and 
Love for his People in this parting hour : Then hence we con- 
By this, that Clude, the Perſeverance of the Saints is unqueſtionable.. Do you hear 
9b/zrvation is how he pleads, how he begs, how he fills his mouth with Argu- 
cy z Nemo ttents, how he chooſeth his Words, and ſets them in order, how 
lo prope, he winds up his Spirit to the very higheſt pin of Zeal and Ferven- 
Vone can be Cy? And can you doubt of ſucceſs? Can ſuch a Father deny the 
!2ng {afe that Importunity. and ſtrong Reaſonings and:Pleadings of ſuch a Son ? 
©w-1'5 near 1 O) jt can never be. He cannot deny him : Chriſt hath the art and 
ers” hey are SKIIL Of prevailing with God: He hath (asin this appears) the 
{afe in rh midj} cOngue of the Learned. If the heart or hand of God were hard 
of danzer. to beopened, yet this would open them 3; but when the Father 
himſelf loveth us, and is inclined to do us good, who can doubr 
quiccuid oft Of Chriſt's ſucceſs? That which is in motion, is the more eaſily 
11 moru, facile moved. The cauſe Chriſt manageth in Heaven for us, is juſt and 
mover. righteaus: The manner in which he pleads, is powerful; and 
therefore the ſaccels of his Suit is unqueſtionable. 

The Apoſtle profeflerh, 2 Cor. 1. 3. #e can do nothing againft 

the 
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the Truth. He means it in regard of the bent of his Heart, he Ilud poſſu- 
conld not move againſt Truth and Righteouſneb. And if a ho- we es Jt 
ly Man capnot, much leſs willa holy. God. If Chriſt undertake © 222m 


to plead the Caule of his People with the Father, and uſe his O- 
ratory with him, there is no doubt but he carries it. Every word 
in this Prayer is a choſen Shaft drawn ito the head, by a ſtrong 
and $kilful hand ; you need not queſtion'bur it goes home to the 
White, and hits the Mark aimed at. Dot he pray, Pither keep 
through thine own Name, thoſe thou haſt given ze ? Yure they ſhall be 
kept, if all the Power in Heaveu-can keep them. O think on 
this, when Dangers ſurround your Souls or Bodies, when Fears 
and Doubts are multiplied within : when thou art ready to fay in 
n haſte, all Men are Liars, I ſhall one day periſh by the hand 
of Sin or Satan, think on that Incouragement Chriſt gave to 
Peter, Luke 22. 31. 1 have prayed for thee, : 
Corollary 2, 

Again, hence we learn, that argumentative Prayers are excellent 
Prayers. The ſtrenggzgt every thing is in its Joints ; there lies 
much ofche ſtrength of Prayer alſo : How ſtrongly jointed, how 
nervous and argumentative was .this Prayer of Chriſt 2 Some 
there are indeed that think we need not argue and plead in Prayer 
with God, but only preſent the matter of our Prayers to him, 
and ler Chriſt alone (whoſe Office it is) to plead with the Father : 
As if Chriſt did not preſent our Pleas and Arguments, as well as 
ſimpl- Defires to God 3 as if the choiceſt part of our Prayers muſt 
be kept back, becauſe Chriſt preſents our Prayers to God. No, 


no, Chriſt's pleading is one thing, ours.another : his and ours Subordinara 
are not oppoſed, but ſubordinated ; his pleading doth not de- non pugnant. | 


ſtroy, but makes ours ſucceſsful. God calls us to plead with 


him, 1/a. 1 18. Come now let us reaſon together, God (as One xr, Cobyer »f 
obſerves) reaſoneth with us by his Word and Providences out- Prayer. 


wardly, and by the motions of his Spirit inwardly : But we rea- 
fon wxh him, by framing (through the help of his Spiric) certain 
holy Arguments, grounded upon allowed Principles drawn from 
his * Nature, Name, Word or Works. And it is condemned as 
a very ſinful defe& in Profeflors, that they did not plead the 


Church's Cauſe with'God ; Jer. 30. 13. There 5 none to plead thy Hot. 12, 4 
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with the Ange), but his holy pleading and importunity with 
God ? And how well it pleaſed God, let the event ſpeak 3 As 4 
Prince he prevailed, and had Power with Grd, On which Inſtance a 

: H h Worthy 
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Dr. Harris in Worthy thus gloſſerh : Ler God frown, ſmite or wound, fac«b 

bis Sermon on j5 ar a Point, a Bleſſing he came for, and a Bleſſing he will have ; 

Luk.18.5,7,8 7 22:11 not let thee go ((aith he) unleſs thou bleſs me. His Limbs, his 

Life might go, but there is no going for Chriſt without a Pawn, 

without a Bleſſing. This is the Man,now what is his ſpeed ? The 

Lord admires him, and honours him to all Generations. hat 

thy Name ? ſaith he 3 9;&, | never met with ſuch a Man, Titles of 

Honour are not worthy of thee : Thou ſhalt be called, not 7aceb 

a Shepherd with Men, but {os a Prince with God. Naxziarzes 

ſaid of his Siſter Gorgonia, that ſhe was modeſtly impudent with 

God; there was no putting her off with a denial. The Lord 

on this account hath honoured his Saints with the Ticle of his 

CIOTVIIDPN Recorders, Men fit to plead with him, as that word [mazkir] fig- 

Rememoran- nifies : Iſa. 62. 6. Te that make mention of the Lord, keep not ſilence, 

res, - ; give him no reſt, It notes the Office of him that recorded all the 

I Domini, memorable Matters of the King, and uſed to ſuggeſt ſeaſonable 

Mont. Items and Memorandums of things to be done. 

By theſe holy Pleadings, the King is held in his Galleries, as it is 

Cant, 7. 5. I know we are not heard, cor our much ſpeak- 

ing, or our excellent ſpeaking 3 'tis Chriſt's pleading in Heaven 

that makes our pleading on Earth available : But yer ſurely when 

the Spirit of the Lord ſhall ſuggeſt proper Arguments in prayer, 

and help the humble Suppliant, to preſs them home believingly 

Plus gemiri- and affeRionately 3 when he helps us to weep and plead, to groan 

bus, quamſer- and plead, God is greatly delighted in ſuch Prayers. Thos /aidft, 

oy <q 1 will ſurely do thee good, (aid Facob, Gen. 32. 12. It's thine own 

u, Um Fee Promiſe; I did not 'n head, but thou bid 

affarn, cor 5 go on mine own head, but thou bidſt me 

clamat ad Do- £0, and encourageſt me with tliis Promiſe. O this is taking with 

minum. Ag. God, when by the Spirit of Adoption we can come to God, cry- 

" MrR.A-vizd. ing, Abba, Father ; Father, hear, forgive, pity and help me: Am 

I not thy Child, thy Son or Daughter ? tro whom may a Child 

be bold to go, with whom may a Child have hope to ſpeed, if 

not with his Father > Father, hear me. The Fathers of ovr Fleſh 

are full of Bowels, and pity their Children, and know how to 

give good things to them when they ask them : When they ask 

Bread or Clothes, will they deny them ? And is not the Father 

of Spirits more full of bowels, more full of: pity > Father, hear 

_ This is that kind of Prayer which is melody in the Ears of 

od. | 
Corollary 3. | 

What an excellent Pattern is here, for all that have the charge and go- 

vernment 
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vernment of others committed to them, whether Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 
or Parents, to teach them how to acquit themſelves towards their Relati- 
ons when they come to die ? | 

Look upon dying Jeſus, ſee how his care and love to his Peo- 
ple flamed out when the time of his departure was at hand. Sure- 
Iy as we are bound to remember our Relations every day, and to 
lay up a ſtock of Prayers for them in the time of our health, fo 
it becomes us to imitate Chriſt in our earneſtneſs wich God for 
them when we die. Tho we die, our Prayers die not with us; 
they ourtlive ns, and thoſe we leave behind us in the World, may 
reap the benefit of chem when we are turned ro duſt. | 

For my own part I muſt profeſs before the World, that I have 


SF 


a high value for this Mercy ; and do from the bottom of my 2%. Richard 
heart bleſs the Lord, who gave me a religious and tender Father, lavell, : 
who often poured out his Soul to God for me : He was one that {4##f4! and 


laborious Preas 


was inwardly acquainted with God 3 and being full of bowels co ;;,, 
| his Children, often carried chem before the Lord, prayed and 6 


of the 


9jpel at Ha- 


pleaded with God for them, wept and made ſupplication for ſeler in war- 
them. This ſtock of Prayers and Bleffings left by him before vickihire, and 


the Lord, I cannot but eſteem above the faireſt Inheritance on 


afterwards at 
Willerſay in 


Earth. ©O it is no ſmall Mercy to have thoulands of feryent G1 4 
Prayers lying before the Lord, filed up in Heaven for us. And _ 
O that we would all be faithful to this Duty ! Surely our love, #ith Go. 


eſpecially to the Souls of our Relations, ſhould not grow cold 
when our breath doth. O that we would remember this Duty 
in our lives; and if God give opporenary pag ability, fally diſ- 
charge it when we diez conſidering, as Chriſt did, we ſhall be 
no more, bur they ate in this World, in the midlt of a defiled, 
rempring, troubleſome World : it's the laſt office of Love char 
ever we {hall do for them. Afﬀrer a little while we ſhall be no 
longer ſenſible how it is with them, (for, as the Church ſpeaks, 
Iſa. 63.16. Abraham ignorant of ««, and [irael acknowledgeth us 
»ot) what Temptations and Troubles may befal them we do not 
know. O imitate Chriſt your Pattern. 
Corollary 4. 

To conclude :; Hence ye may ſee what a high eſteem ana precious 
value Chrift hath of Believers; this was the Treaſure which he 
could not quit, he could not die till he had ſecured ic in a ſafe 
hand : come unto thee ;, holy Father, keep through thine own Name 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me. ; 

' Surely Believers are dear to es Chriſt; and good reaſon, 
2 : Or 


Serm. 21, 
Opens the ſe- 


cond prepar a- 
rive Act of 
Chrift for his 
own Death. 
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for he hath paid dear for them : Let his dying Language, this laſt 


farewel ſpeak for him, how he prized them. The Lord's Portion is 
his People, Jacob #s the I of of his Inheritance, Deut.32.9. They are 4 


- pecwliar Treaſure to bim above all the People of the Earth, Exod. 19.5. 


What is much/upon our hearts when we die, 'is dear to us indeed.” 
O how precious, how dear ſhould Jeſus Chriſt be to us, were we 
firſt and laſt upon his heart ? Did he mind us, did he pray for us, 


. did he fo wreſtle with God about us, when the ſorrows of Death 


compaſſed him about > How much are we engaged, not only to 

love him and eſteem him whilſt we live, buc to be in pangs of 

love for him, when we feel the pangs of Death upon us ! To 

be eying him, when our eye-ſtrings break ! To have hot Aﬀec- 

tions for Chriſt, when our hands and feet grow cold! The very 

laſt whiſper of our departing Soul ſhould be rhis, = 
Bleſſed be God for feſin Chriſt, 


_ 


The Twenty firſt SEx mon. 


_—_—— 


iCor. XL. 23, 24, 25. 


——The Lord Jeſus the ſame night in Which he was 
_ betrayed, took Bread : And when he had given thanks, 

. he brake it, and faid, Take, eat ; this is my Body, 
which i broken for you ; this do in remembrance of 
me. After the ſame manner alſo he took the Cup, 
when he had ſupped, ſaying, This Cup # the New 
Teſtament in my Blood ; this do, as oft as ye drink 


it, in remembrance of me. 
. 


the Father, but (the time of his Death haſting on). he 
inſtitutes his laſt Supper to be the laſting Memoria! of 
his Death in all the Churches, ugtil the ſecond comings. oth 
| gracioully 


(J's. IST had no ſooner recommended his dear Charge to 


Serm.21. of dying Jeſus. 
raciouſly providing for the comfort of his People, when he 
ould be removed out of their ſight. And this was the /zcond 


23> 


preparative Af of Chriſt in order to his Death ; he will fer his 


houſe in order, and then die. 

This his fecond Act manifeſts no lefs love than the former : 
Ir's like the plucking off the Ring from his finger, when ready to 
lay his Neck upon the block, and delivering it to his deareſt 
Friends, to keep that as a Memorial of him : Take this, &Cc. in 
remembrance of me. 

In the words read, are four things noted by the Apoſtle about 
this laſt and lovely Ad of Chriſt, viz. the Author, Time, Ia- 
ſtitution, and End oi this holy and ſolemn Ordinante. 

1. The Author of it, The Lord 7eſws : It's an effe&t of his 


Lordly Power, and Royal Authority 5 Mart. 28. 18. Avd 7eſwus P* 


elt 


came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power is given unto me in 
Heaven and Earth : Go ye therefore, The Government is upon his 
ſhonlder, Ia. 9.6. He ſhall bear the Glory, Zech. 6.13, Who 
buſt he that came out of the Boſom of the Father, andis acquain- 
ted with all the Counſels that are there, knows what will be ac- 
ceptable to God? And who but he can give Creatures by-his 
Bleſſing, their ſacramental Efficacy and Virtue? Bread and Wine 
are naturally fit to refreſh and nouriſh our Bodies; bur whar fit- 
'neſs have chey tonouriſh Souls > Surely none but what they re- 
ceive from the Bleſſing of Chriſt thar inſtitutes them. _ 

2. The Time when the Lord Jeſus appointed this Ordinance 
In the ſame night in which he was betrayed : it could not be ſooner, 
becauſe the Paſſover muſt firſt be celebrated; nor later, for thar 
night he was apprehended. Ir is therefore: emphatically expreffed 
&V TH vuuri, in that ſame Night, that Night for ever to be remem- 
bred. He gives that Night a cordial Draught to his Diſciples 
before the Conflict ; he ſettles that Night an Ordinance in the 
Church, for the confirmation and-conſolation of his People in 
all Generations, to the end of the World, By inſtituting it 
that Night, he gives abundant evidence of his Care tor his Peo- 
ple, in. ſpending ſo much of that little, very little time he had 
left, on their account. 


Aurthoritas 
XclPlentis 


CePtl, 


3. Tye Inftiturion it ſelf ; in which we have the memorative, 


ſignificative, inſtructive Signs, and they are Bread and Wine : 
And the glorious Myſterids repreſented and ſhadowed torch by 
them,; viz Jeſus Chriſt cruciged ; the proper New-Teſtimenr 
nouriſhment of Believers. Bread and Wine aze choice Crea- 
cures, 


ratio pre- 
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tures, and do excellently ſhadow forth the Fleſh and Blood of 
crucified Jeſus; and that both in their natural uſefulneſs, and 
manner of preparation. Their uſefulneſs is very great 3 Bread 
is 2 Creature neceſſary to uphold and maintain our natural Life ; 
therefore it's called the ſtaff of Bread, Ifa. 3. 1. becauſe, as a fee- 
ble Man depends and leans upon his Staff, ſo doth our feeble 
Spirits upon Bread. Wine was made to chear the tteart of Man, 
?aag. 9.13. They are both uſetul and excellent Creatures z their 
preparations to become ſo uſeful to us, are alſo remarkable. The 
Corn muſt be ground in the Mill; the Grapes torn and ſqueezed 
co pieces in the Wine-pre(s, before we can either have Bread or 
Wine. And whenal! this is done, they muſt be received into 
the Body, or they nouriſh not. So that theſe were very fit 
Creatures to be (er apart for this uſe and -end. 

If any objec, it's true, they are good Creatures, but not pre- 
cious enough to be the Signs of ſuch profound and glorious Myfſ- 
teries : It was worth the creating a new Creature, to be the 

. Signof the new Covenant. | 
et him that thus obje&s, ask himſelf, whether nothing be 
precious without Pomp.? The preciouſnels of. theſe Elements is 
not ſo much from their own natures,as their uſe and end; and that 
makes them precious indeed. - A Zoadftoxe at Sea, is much more 
excellent than a Diamond, becauſe more uſeful. A penywotth of - 
Wax applied to the Label of a Deed, and ſealed, may in a mi- 
nute have its value raiſed to thouſands of pounds. Theſe Crea- 
tures receive their valueand eſtimation on'a like account. Nor 
ſhould it at all remain a wonder to thee, why Chriſt ſhould re- 
prone himſelf by ſuch mean and common things, when thou 
aſt well conſidered, that the excellency of the Picture is in its 
fimilituade and conformity to the Original ; and that Chriſt was 
in a low, (ad, and very abaſed ſtate when this Piure of him 
was drawn ; he was then a far of ſorrows. Theſe then, as lively 
Signs, ſhadow forth a crucified-Jeſus, repreſent him to vs in his 
red Garments. This precious Ordinance may, much more than 
Panl, (ay to us, 7 always bear about in my Bedy, the dying of the Lord 
Zeſw : That's the thing it ſignifies. 

4. Laſtly, Take notice of the Uſe, Deſign, and End of this 
Inſticution. . '&is TW ipuvy arduryor, in remembrance,; or for a me- 
morial of me. O there's much in this : Ehriſt knew how'apr our 
baſe hearts would be co loſe him, amidſt ſuchia throng(of ſenſi- 
ble Obje&s as we here converſe with ; and how much-:thar for- 


getfulneſs 
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getfulneſs of him, and of his Sufferings, would turn to our pre- 
judice and loſs; and therefore doth he appoint a Sign to be re- 
membred by : As oft as ye do this, ye ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he 
come. Hence we odferve, {utable co the deſign of this Diſcourſe, 


DoR. That the Sacramental eMemorial Chriſt left with his People, 
is 4 ſpecial Mark of his Care and Love for them, 


What! to order his Pifure (as it were) to be drawn when he Dominus noC- 
was dying, to be left wich his Spouſe ! to rend his own Fleſh, and *<r dum vi- 
ſer abroach his own Blood, to be Meat and Drink for our Souls ! 7>.. - bro 
O what manner of Love was this! 'Tis true, his Picture in the qginem oe... 
Sacrament is fall of Scars and Wounds; but theſe are honourable lebrandums in 
Scars, and highly grace and commend it to his Spoule, for whoſe ſuz mortis 
dear ſake he here received them. | MEMOTIAM - 

They are Marks of Love and Honour. And he would be ſo 2mendavir. 
drawn, or rather he fo drew himſelt, that as of as his People 0 
look'd upon that Portraiture of him, they may remember, and be 
deeply affeted with thoſe things he here endured for their ſakes. 

Theſe are the Wounds my dear Husband Jeſus received for me. 

Theſe are the Marks of that Love, which pales the Love of PID 
Creatures. O ſee the Love of a Saviour ! This is thac Heavenly ggnia taudis 
Pelican that feeds his Young with his own Blood. We have read ; 
of pitiful and tender Women that have eaten the Fleſh of their 

own Children, Zam.q4.10. But where is that Woman recorded, 

that gave her own Fleſh and Blood to be Meat and Drink to her 

Children ? Surely the Spouſe may ſay of the Love of Chriſt, what 

David in his Lamentations faid of the Love of onathar, Thy Love 

to me was wonderful, paſſing the Love of Women. Bat to prepare the 

point to be Meat indeed, and Drink indeed to thy Soul, I ſhall 

diſcuſs briefly theſe 3 things, and haſten to the Application. 

Firſt, What it is to remember the Lord Jeſus in the Sacrament. 

Secondly, What Aptitude there is in that Ordinance, ſo to.bring 
him co our remembrance. 

Thirdly, How the Care and Love of Chriſt is diſcovered by 
leaving ſuch a Memorial of himſelf with us. 

Firſt, What it is toremember the Lord Jeſus in the Sacrament, : 

Remembrance properly, is the return of the Mind to an Object, Ira memoria, 
about which ic hath been "formerly converſant: And it may fo ry = 
. recollerix earum imaginum, quz antea quidem memoriz adhaferunt, poſtea vero evantierunc : 
appellarur uno nomine reminiſcentia. Keckerman. Syet. Phyſ. !. 4. c. 6. p. (mihi) 534. 

re- 


' 
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return to a thins it nach converſed with before, two waysz /pecu- 
lati vely, and'tranjiently ; or affetingly, and permanently. A ſpeculative 
Remembrance, is only to call to mind the Hiſtory of ſuch a Perſon, 
and his Sufferings; that Chriſt was once pur to death in the Fleſh. 
An affeftionate Remembrance, is when we (o call Chriſt and his Death 
ro our Minds, as to feel the powerful Impreſſions thereof upon 
our Hearts. Thus, at. 26.75. Peter remembred the words of the 
Lord, and went out, and wept bitterly, His very Heart was melted 
with that remembrance 3 his Bowels were pained, he could not 
hold, but went out, and wept abundantly. Thus Foſeph, when 
he ſaw his Brother Be»jamin, whoſe fight refreſhed the memory 
of former days, and endearments, was greatly affe&ted, Gev. 4.3. 
29, 30. And he lift up his eyes, and ſaw kis Brother Benjamin, his 2- 
ther*s Son 5 aud ſaid, Ts this your younger Brother, of whom ye ſpake to 
me ? and he ſaid, God be gracious unto thee my Son, And Joſeph made 
haſte, for his Bowels did yern upon his Brother, and he ſought where to 
weep 5 and heentred into his Chamber, and wept there, Such a Re- 
memibrance of Chriſt is that which is here intended. This isin- 
deed a:gracious Remembrance of Chriſt 3 the former hath no- 
thing of Grace in it= The fime ſhall come, when 7das that be- 
trayed him, and the 7ews that pierced him, ſhall hiſtorically re- 
member what was done : Rev: I. 7. Behold he cometh with Clonds, 
and every eye ſhall ſee him; and they alſo which pierced him: and all 
Kindreds of the Earth ſhall wail becauſe of him, Then, I fay, 7udas 
ſhall remember, this is he whom I perfidiouſly betrayed. Plate 
ſhall remember, this is he whom I ſentenced to be hanged on the 
Tree, tho I was convinced of his Innocency. Then the Soldiers 
ſhall remember,this is that Face we.ſpic upon; that Head we-crow- 
ned with Thorns : Lo this is he whoſe Side we pierced, whoſe 
Hands and Feet we once nailed ro the Croſs. But this Remem- 
brance will be their torment, not their benefit. It isnot therefore a 
bare hiſtorical: ſpeculative, buta gracious, affeRionare, impreſſive 
Remembrance of Chriſt that is here intended : And ſuch a Re- 
membrance of Chriſt, ſuppoſes and includes, 

1, The ſaving Knowledg of him. We cannot be ſaid ro re- 
member what we never knew 3 nor to remember ſavingly, what 
we never knew favingly. There have been many previous, ſweer 
and/gracious tranſactions, dealings and intimacies betwixt Chriſt 

.and his People, from the time of their firſt Fappy acquaiacance 
with/him : much of that ſweetneſs they have had in former -con- 
fiderations of him, andhours of Communion with him, is loſt 


: * and 
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and gone 3 for nothing is more volatile, hazardous, and incon- 
ſtant than our ſpiritual Comforts : Burt now, at the Table, there 
our old Acquaintance is renewed, and the remembrance of his 
Goodneſs and Love refreſhed and revived : we will remember thy 
Love more than Wine, the apright love thee, Cant. 1. 4. 

_ 2, Such a Remembrance of Chriſt includes Faith in it. Withou: 
diſcerning Chriſt at a Sacrament there is no remembrance of him 
and without Faith, no diſcerning Chriſt there. But when the pre- 
cious eye of Faith hath eſpied Chriſt under that vai), ir preſently 
calls up the Aﬀections, ſaying, Come /ze the Lord, Thele arethe 
Wounds he received for me. This is he that loved me, and gave - 
himſelf for me. This is his Fleſh, and that his Blood 53 fc ocxteos, 
fic ille mans, &c, {o his Arms were ſtretched out upon the Croſs 
ro embrace me : So his bleſſed Head hung down, to kiſs me. 
Awake my Love, rouze up my Hope, flame out my Deſires ; 
Come forth O all ye Powers and Aﬀections of my Soul; come 
ſee the Lord. No ſooner doth Chriſt by his Spitic call to the 
Believer, but Faith hears; and diſcerning the Voice, turns about, 
like Mary, ſaying, Rabboni, my Lord, my Maſter. 

3. This Remembrance of Chriſt includes ſutable Impreſſions 
made upon the Aﬀections, by ſuch a Sighr and Remembrance of 
him : And therein lies the nature of that precious thing waich we 
call Communion with God. Various Repreſentations of Chriſt 
are made at the Table. Sometimes the Soul there calls ro.mind 
the infinice V:/dom, that ſo contriv'd and laid the glorious and my(- 
cerious defign and proje& of Redemption : The effect of this is 
wonder and admiration. O the manifold Wiſdom of God! Eph.3-10. 
O the depths, the heights, the length, the breadth of this Wiſdom ! 
I can as eaſily ſpan the Heavens, as take the juſt dimenfions of ir. 
Sometimes a Repreſentation of the Severity of God is made to the 
Soul at that Ordinance. O how inflexible and ſevere is the Juſ- 
tice of God ! What no abatements ! No ſparing Mercy ! not to 
his own Son ! This begets a double Imprefſion on the Heart. 


(r.) Juſt and deep Indignation againſt Sin, Ah curſed Sin! __— amart- 
'Twas thou uſedſt my dear Lord ſo; for thy ſake he underwent on + por, 
all this. Tf thy Vileneſs had not been ſo great, his Sufferings had amaricudinem 
not been ſo many. Curſed Sin ! thou waſt the Knife that ſtab'd peperic. 4g, 


him : Thou the Sword that pierced him. Ah what Revenge it 
works! I remember it's ſtoried of one of the Kings of Frarce, 
that hearing his Biſhop Cas I remember it was Remigizz) read the 


Hiſtory of Chriſt's Trial and Execution, and hearing how barha- 
Ii rouſly 
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rouſly they had uſed him, he was moved with fo tragical and pathe- 
tical a Hiſtory, togreat Indignation againſt P:/ate, tlie Jews, and 
the rude and bloody Souldiers,and could not contain himlfelt ; but 
cried out as the Biſhop was reading, O thar I had been there with 
my French-men, I would have cur all their Throats, who ſo bar- 
baroufly uſed my Saviour. 

To allude to this: When the Believer confiders and remem- 
bers that Sin put Chriſt to all that Shame and Ignominy, that he 
was wounded for our Tranſgrefſions ;-he is filled with ' hatred of 
Sin, and cries out, O Sin, I will revenge the Blood of Chriſt up- 
on thee! thou ſhalt never livea quiet hour in my Heart. And, 

(2.) It produces: an humble adoration of the Goodneſs, and 
Mercy of God ; toexadt ſatisfaction for our Sins, by ſuch bloo- 
dy Stripes from-our Surety. - Lord, if this Wrath had ſeized on 
me, as it did on Chriſt, what had been my condition then ! If :he/e 
things were done in the green tree, what had been the caſe of the ary tree ? 

Dum conſpicis  Sometimes,Repreſentations (and not common ones) are made 
Pominum, te of the Zove of Chriſt, who aſſumed a Body and Soul on purpoſe ' 
inter morcales to bear the Wrath of God for our Sins. And when that ſurpaſ- 
verſari centes ? (51g Love breaks out in its glory upon the Soul, how is the ſoul 
Op trarſported,” andraviſhed with it ! cryingout, What manner of 
eveſtigio1n "WEE. ad 6k Y % 1 | 
Calo tran. Love isthis ! Here's a Love large enough to go round the Hea- 
ferri ? Chryſſt. ves, and the Heaven of Heavens. Who ever loved after this 
Him. lib. 3. . rate, to lay down his lite for Enemies ! O Love unutterable, and 
unconceivable! How glorious ismy Love in his red Garments! 
Sometimes the fruits of his Death are there gloriouſly, diſplayed 5 
even his /atisfa&ion for Sin, and the purchaſe his Blood made of the 
eternal Inheritance: And this begets Thankfalneſs, and Confidence 
inthe Soul. . Chriſt is dead, and his Death hath fatisfied for my 
Sin.: Chiſt is dead, therefore my Soul ſhall never die. Who 
{hall ſeparate me from the Love of God? Theſe are the fruits, and 
this is the nature of that remembrance of Chriſt here ſpoken of. 

Sccondly, What aptitude, or conducency is there in this -Ordi- 
nance, to bring Chriſt ſo ro remembrance? 

Quoties hx Much every-way tor itisa Sign by him appointed to that end, 

' cena celetra- and hath (as Divines well obſerve) a threefold uſe and confidera- 
tur, tories CON, vis. as 10 IS memerative, fignificative, and inſtruftive, 

| —_— wo : As it _ ve _ OX nn the _ and uſe of a 

rar; crace =" piedg, Ortoken of Love, left by a dying, to 2'dear ſurvivin 

ne 109” Friend: And fo the Sacrament, as was ſaid before, is likea Ring 

mus. Aug. in pluckt off from Chriſt's Finger, or a Bracelet from his Arm 3 or 


Plal. 215-. rather 
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rather his Picture from his Breaſt, delivered to us with ſuck wotds 
as theſes As oft as you look on this, remember me : Let this Lelp to beep 
me alive in your remembrance when 1 am gone, and ont of your fret. It 
conduces to It alſo, 

2, Asit isa ſignificative ſign, moſt aptly ſignifying both his 
bitter Sufferings for us, and our ſtrid and intimate Union wit! 
him: Both which have an excellent uſefulneſs ro move the hearc, 
and its deepeſt Aﬀections at the remembrance of ic. - The break- 
ing of the Bread, and ſhedding forth the Wine lignifies the for- 
mer; our eating} drinking, and incorporating them, is a lively (ig- 


-. nification of the other. 


3- Moreover this Ordinance hath an excellent uſe, and advan- 
tage for this affetionate remembrance of Chriſt, as it is an #*- 
ftruftive ſign. And it many. ways inftructs us, and enlightens our 
mind, particularly in theſe Traths which are very affeing things. 

1, That Chriſt is the Bread on which our Souls live, proper 
meat and drink for Believers, the moſt excellent New Teſtamen: 
food, It's ſaid, Pal. 78. z5. 4an did eat Angels food : He means 
the Manna that fell from Heaven. Which was ſo excellent, thar 
if A»gels whoare the nobleſt Creatures, did live upon material 
Food, they would chooſe this above all ro feed on. - And yet this 
-was-but a Type and weak ſhadow of Chriſt, on whom Belie- 
vers feed. Chriſt makesa Royal Feaſt of his own Fleſh and 
Blood, 1/ai. 25. 6. all our Delicates are in him. 

2. It inſtructs us that the New Teſtament is now in its full force, 
and no ſubſtantial alteration can be made 1a it, fince the Teſtator 
is dead, and by his Death hath ratified ic. So that allthe excel- 
lent Promiles and Bleſſings of it are now fully confirmed co the 
believing Soul, Heb. g. 16, 17. All theſe, and many more choice 
Truths are we inſtructed in by this Sign: And al} theſe ways it re- 
members us of Chriſt, and helps Hong; toraiſe, warm, and 
affe& out Hearts with that remembrance of him. - + 

Thirdly, The laſt Enquiry is, How Chriſt hath herebylefc ſuch 
a ſpecial mark of his Care for, ' and Love to his People. Ang 
that will evidently appear, if you con{ider'theſe five' particulars.” 

- 1. This is a ſpecial. mark of the Care and Love of Chriſt, in as 
muchas hereby-hehath made abundant proviſion for - the cont 
matianiandeftablithmenr-of: his-Peoples Faich ro the end of + 
World: For this being'an-evident:proeF that-che New Tetty- 
meat isinicsfulbwrcey (Matth. 26. £8, This #theCup of the' New 
Teftamint in my Blod)) it;tends as fnuch to our ſatisfaction; asthe 
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legal execution of a Deed, by which we-hold and enjoy our E- 
{}are, So that when he faith, Take ear, it is much as if God ſhoutd 
ſtand before you at the Fable with Chriſt, and all the Promiſes 
in his hand 3 and ſay, 7 deliver this to thee as my Deed. What think 
you, doth this promote and confirm the Faith of a Believer? if 


it donor, what doth ?: 


2. This is a ſpecial mark of Chriſfs Care and Love, in as 
much as by-rhis he hath made like abundant. Proviſion for the en- 
hrgement of his peoples Joy and Comfort. . Believers are at this 
Ordinance, as 4fary.was at- the Sepulcher, with'' Fear,” and great 
7oy, 4at. 28. 8, Come, Reader, ſpeak thy Heart, if thou be one 
that heartily-loveſt Jeſus Chriſt, and haſt gone many days, poſh- 
bly years, mourningand lamenting becauſe of the inevidence and 
cloudineſs of thy Intereſt in him; that haſt ſought him ſorrow- 
ing, in this Ordinance, and in that; .in one duty, and another 5 
if at laſt Chriſt ſhould take off that Mask, that cruel covering (as 
one calls it) from his Face, and be known of thee in breaking 
Bread : Suppoſe he ſhould by his Spirit whiſper thus in thine ear 
as thou ſitteſt at his Table, Def thou indeed fo prize, efteem and 14- 
lue me ? will nothing but Chriſt and his Love content and (atisfy thee ? 
then, as ſweet, lovely and deſirable as T.am, throw that I am thine; take 
thine own Chriſt into the arms of thy Faith this day: Would not this 
breed in thy Soul a Joy tranſcendent to all the Joys and Pleaſures 
in this World 2 what thinkeſt thou of it ? | 

3. Here is a (igna] mark of Chriſt's Careand Love, in as much 
as this is one of the higheſt and beſt helps for the mortification of 
the Corruptions:of his People. Nothing tends more to the kil- 
ling of Sin, than this doth. Chriſt's Blood. as it's food to Faith, 
ſoit's poiſon to our” Luſts. O what a Pill is wrapt up in that 
Bread ! what an excellent Potion is in that Cup, to purge the 
Soul? One calls chat Table an Altar, on which our Corruptions 
are ſacrificed, and lain before the Lord. For how canthey that 
there ſee what Chriſt ſuffered for Sin, live any longer therein? 

4. Moreover, his Care and Love appear'in providing ſuch Bel- 
lows as theſe, to excite and blow up his Peoples Love into a 
lively-Flame. When fo/eph made himſelf known to bis Brethren, - 
1 am Joſeph your Brother, whom ye ſold, be not grieved; O; what 2 
fhower of Tears, and dear Aﬀections was there ?: How did they 
fall oponeach ochers. Necks ! {0 that the Egypriims wondered! at 
the matcer. How doth che Soul (it I may fo ſpeak) paſſionately 


!ove Jeſus Chiiftat ſuch a-time? O what a Chriſt is my Ciriſt-! 
| The- 
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The faireſt among ten thouſand, What hath he done, what hath he 
ſuffered -for*-me ! what great things hath my Jeſus given, and 
what great things hath he forgiven 'me! A World, a thouſand 
Worlds, cannot ſhew ſuch another. Here it's melted down by 
Love at his feet ; it's. pain*d with Love. 

5. To conclude, Chriſt's Care and Love are fartlier mani- 
feſted-to his People in this Ordinance, as it is one of the ſtrongeſt 
bonds of Union betwixrt themſelves that can be: 1 Cor. 10. 17, 
We being many, are one Bread, ard one Body for we are all partakers 
of that one Bread. - And tho, through our Corruptions, it falls 
out, that what was intended for a bond of Union, proves a bond of 
Contention; Yet itt as much as by this it appears how deariy Chrit 


loved them for as much alſo as here they are ſealed up to the ſame 


Inhericance, their dividing: Corruptions here flain, their Love to 
Chriſt, and conſequently to each other, here improved ; it is cer- 
cainly one of the ſtrongeſt Ties in the World, to wrap up gracious 
Hearts in a bundle of Love. 

And thus I have diſpatcht the doctrinal part of this point. The 
umprovement of it-is'in the following Inferences.” 

4 Beti2.1- T5250 Df Inference 1, L 

Did Chriſt leave this Ordinance with his Church, to preſerve 
his remembrance among his People ? .Ther ſurely Chriſt foreſaw, that 
uetwithſkanding what he ts, hath done, ſuffered, and promiſe yet to ao 
for his People, they will for all this be ſtill apt to forget him: 

A man would think that ſuch a Chriſt ſhould never be one 
whole hour - rogether out of -his Peoples Thoughts, and 'Aﬀec- 
tions: : Thar where-ever they go, they ſhould carry-him*up and 


down with them; in their Thoughts, Deſires, and Delights: That 


they ſhould let their Thoughts work towards Chriſt, as the long- 


ing Thoughts of her that is- with Child, do work 'after 'that ſhe 


longs for: Thatthey ſhould lie down with Chriſt incheir Thoughts 
at Night, and when'they awake, be ſtill with'him: Thar 'their 


very Dreams in the night ſhould be ſweet Viſtons'of * Chriſt, and + 


all their Words ſavoar of Chriſt. He Þ 
But Othe baſeneſs of theſe Hearts! Here we live and converſe 


m a World of ſenſible Objects, which like a Company of Thieves 
rob-usof iour Chriſt,. and lay the dead Child in his room. Wo 
is.me; :that it ſhould beſo with me,--who' ant ſo obliged to love 


him} tho he-bejw the higheſt'Glory in Heaven, he doth not for- 
get us; he harti:grayen us upon the'Palms of his Hands ; weare 
continually before him. He thinks on us, when we forget _ | 


* 
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of thelatter, tho'tisa mercy:w 
ly flow from a Heart cruly broken.) {4 4 10: bw 
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The whole Honour and Glory paid. him in Heaven by. the An- 


_ gels, cannot divert his Thoughts one moment from” us3 bur e- 
very trifle that-meets-us in the way, - is enough to. divert our 


Thoughts'from him. Why do we not abhor and loath our felves 
for this? What ! is ita pain, a burden, to carry Chriſt in our 
Thoughts about the World? as much a Burden if thy Heart be 
ſpiritua), as a Bird is burdened by carrying his own Wings. 
Will ſuch Thoughts intrude unſeaſonably, and thruſt greater 
things than Chriſt out of our Minds? For ſhame Chriſtian, for 
thame, let not thy Heart play the wanton, and gad-from Chriſt 
after every Vanity. In Heaven nothing elſe takes up the Thoughts 
of Saints toeternity ; and yet there is no ring, no ſatiety. O 
learn to live nearer that heavenly Life. Never leave praying, and 


"ſtriving, till chou canſt ſay as it is, -Pſal. 63. 5. 245 Sowl ſhall; be 
{atisfied as with marrow and. fatneſs, and my Month ſhall, praiſe thee 
"with joyful Lips whilſt Iremenber thee on my bed, and meditate on thee in 


the night-watches. 
Inference 2. 

Hence alſo we infer, that Szcrament-ſeaſons are Heart-melting [ea- 
ſens, becauſe therein the moſt affeting and heart-melting Re- 
cognitions and Repreſentations of Chriſt are made. As the Geſ- 
pe! offers him! tothe ear, in the moſt (weet affecting ſounds of 
Grace ; fo the Sacrament to the &5e, inthe moſt taking viſions that 
are on this ſide Heaven. | 

There, Hearts that will not - yield a tear under other Ordinan- 
ces, can pour out. Flogds; Zech. 12.10. They ſhalt look upon me whom 
they hue pierced, aud mourn, _ Y etl.dare not affirm, that every one 
whoſe Heart is broken by the DETIOE fight of Chriſt there, can 
evidence thatit is-ſo by a dropping. Eye. No, we may ſay of 
Tears, As it's (aid of Love, Carr, 8. 7. If ſome Chriſtians would 


. BiveAll the Treaſures -of their Houſe for them, they cannot be 


purchaſed: Yet they;are:truly humbled for Sin, and ſeriouſly af- 
teted:Wwith the Grace of-. Chriſt, | ' For theifapport of. ſach, - I 
would diſtinguiſh, and have them todo ſoalſo, betwixt what is 
eſſential to ſpiritua] Sorrow, and what-is  comingent. Deep diſ- 
pleaſure with thy ſelf;for Sin, hearty refolutions and deſires of the 
complear. mortificatiqn of it,.:thys is eflential.to all ſpiritual Sor- 
row' but Tears are accidentah-and in ſome Conffitutions rarely: 
found. If thou hav che forme. rowble notithy--ſelf for wan 

zen they Kindly and undiſſembled- 


And 


* 
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And ſurely, to fee who it is that thy Sins have piercec, how 
great; how glorious, how wonderful a Perſon that was, that was 
{o humbled, abaſed, and brought -ro-the duſt, for fuch a wretch- 
ed thing as thou art, cannot but tenderly affe& the conſiderating 
Soul. If it was for a Lamentation in the Captivity, that Princes 
were hanged up by the Hanas, aud the Faces of the Elders not reverenced, 
Lam. 5. 12. Andif at the deathof Abner, David could lament, 
and ſay, 4 Prince, and a great Man #s fallen in I[rael this day, 2 Sam. 

. 38. If he could ſopathetically lament the death of Sa1, -and 

onathan, (aying, Daughters of. Iſrael, weep over Saul, who clothed 
30u in Scarlet  - The beauty of Iſrael zs ſlain upon the high places : *Ah 
how much more ſhould it affect us, to fee the Beauty of Heaven 
fallen, the Prince of Life hang dead upon a Tree ! O ler the 
place where you aflemble to ſee-this fight of your crucified Je- 
ſts, be a Bokim, a place of Lamentation. - 

| Inference 3. - | 

| Moreover, hence it's evident, that the Selievinz and affeftionate 
remembrance of Chriſt, is of ſmgular advantage at all times to the Peo- 
ple of God. For it's the immediate-end of one of the greateſt Or- 
dinances, that ever Chriſt appointed ro-the Church. -. 

' To have frequent recognitions of Chriſt will appear-to be ſin- 
gularly efficacious and uſeful to Believers, it you conſider, 

I. If atany time thy Heart be dead, and hard, this is the like- 

lieft means in the World todiſflolve, melc and quicken it. Look 
bicher hard Heart, hard indeed if this Hammer will nor break it. 


Behold the Blood of Jeſus. Z | 
2. Art thou eaſily overcome: by Temptations to Sinz This is 


the moſt powerful pull-back in the World trom Sin5 Row, 6. 2. - 


How ſhall we that are dead to Sin, live any longer therein ? We are cru- 
cified with Chriſt, what have we to do with Sin? Have ſuch a 
thought as this, when thy heart is yielding co Temprations, How 
can 1 do this; and crucify- the Son of God afreſh! Hath he nor 


ſuffered enongh:already on earth ? ſhall I yer make him groan as ' 


it were for me in- Heaven > Look as David poured the water 
brought fromgghe Well of Zerblehem on the ground, tho he was 
2thirlt, for (Fi be, it is the Blood of the men, #. e. they emi- 
nently hazarded their Lives to ferch it 3 much more ſhould a Chriſ- 
tian. pour out upon-the ground, yea deſpiſe and trample under 
foot: the greateft- profir or pleature of Sin 3 faying, Nay, I wit! 
have nothing\to do with it, I will on no-terms touch it, for it is the | 
Blood of Chriſt © It coſt Blood, infinitely precious Blood, to ex= 
Diate - 
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piate it. If there were a Knife in your -Houfe that had been 
thruſt to:the Heart of-your Father, you would:not take pleaſure 
co ſee that Kniſe, much leſs to uſe ic. | 

3. Are you airaid your finsare not pardoned, but ſtill-ſtand up- 
on account before the Lord > what more relieving, what more 
ſatisfying, than-to ſee the Cup of the New Teſtamentin the blood 
of Chriſt, which is ſhed for manyfor the remiſſion of Sins * Who ſhall 
Jay any thing to the charge of God's Ele& ? it's Chriſt that died. 

4. Are you ſtaggered ar the Sufferings, .and hard things you 
muſt.endure for Chriſt in this World ? .doth the Fleſh ſhrink back 
trom theſe things, . and cry, ſpare. thy ſelf > -What is there in the 
World more likely to ſteel and fortify thy Spirit with reſolution 
and courage, than.ſucha ſights this ? Did Chriſt face the Wrath 
of Men, and the Wrath of God too? Did he ſtand as a Pillar of 
Braſs, with unbroken Patience, and ſtedfaſt Reſolution, under 


ſuch Troubles as never met in the like height upon any meer 


Creature, till Death ba the laſt Breath our of his Noftrils > And 
ſhall I ſhrink for a trifle? Ah, he did not ſerve me fo ! I will arm 
my ſelf with the like.mind, 1 Per. 2.2. 

5. Is thy Faith ſtaggered at the Promiſes? canſt thou not reſt 
upon a Promiſe? Here's that will help thee againſt hope to be- 


| eve in hope, giving glory to God. For this is God's Seal added 


to his Covenant, w 
ſpoken. | 

6. Doſtthou idle away precious Time vainly, and live unuſe- 
fully ro Chriſt in thy Generation > what more apt both to con- 
vince and cure thee, than ſuch a remembrance of Chriſt as this ? 
'O when thou conſidereſt thou art not thine own, thy Time, thy 
Talents are not thine own, but Chriſt's ; when thou ſhalr ſee 
thou art bought with a Price (a great Price indeed) and fo art 
ſtrictly obliged ro glorify God, with thy Soul and Body which 
are his, 2 Cor. 5. 14. This will powerfully awake a dull, ſlug- 
giſh and lazy Spirit. In a word, what Grace is there this remem- 
brance of Chriſt cannot quicken? What Sin cannot ic mortify ? 


ich ratifies, and binds faſt all that God hath 


* What Duty cannotit animate? O ir is of ſingular uſe in all caſes to 


the People of God. 
Inference 4. 

Laſtly, Hence we infer; Tho all other things do, yet Chrif 
neither doth, nor can grow ſtale, Here's an Ordinance to pre- 
ſerve his remembrance freſh to the end of the World. The 
Blood of Chriſt dothnever dry up. The beauty of this Roſe of 


Sharon 
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Sharon is never loſt or withered. He is the ſame yeſterday, to day 
and for ever. Ashis Body in the Grave faw no Corruption, fo 
neither can his Love, or any of his Excellencies. When the Saints 
ſhall have fed their eyes upon him in Heaven thouſands and mil- 
lions of years, he ſhall be as Freſh, Beautiful, and Orient as at 
the beginning. Other Beauties have their prime, and their fa- 
ding time 3 but Chriſt's abides eternally. Our delight in Creatures 
is often moſt atfirſt acquaintances when we come nearer to them 
and.ſee more of them, the edg of our Delight is rebated : Bur 
the longer you know Chriſt, and the nearer you come to him, 
ſtill the more do you ſee of his Glory. Every farther proſpe& of 
Chriſt entertains the mind with a freſh Delight. Heis as it were 
a new Chriſt every day, and yet the ſame Chriſt till. 
Bleſſed be God for Feſwa Chriſt, 


| —————— 
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Opens the 

| third prepa- 
rative att of 

Luk, XXIL 41, 42, 43, 44- Chrif for bis 


And he was withdrawn from them about a Stone's caſt, 
and kneeled down, and prayed ; ,. ſaying, Father, if > 
thou be willing, remove this Cup from me : Never- 
theleſs, not my Will, but thine be done. And there 
appeared an Angel unto him from Fleaven, ' ftrength- 
ning. him. And being in an Agony, he prayed more 
earneſtly ; 'and his Sweat Was as it were great drops 
of Blood falling down to the Ground. 


| The Twenty ſecond SERMON. 


which Chriſt had ſo often ſpoken of. Yet a little, a very 
little while,and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of Sinners. He hath affectionately recommended his Children 


to his Father. He hath fec his houſe in order, and ordained a Me- 
K k moria! 


f Ik E hour is now almoſt come, even that hour of Sorrow, 
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morial of his Death to be left with his People, as you have heard. 
There is but one thing more to do, and then the Tragedy begins. 
He recommended us, he muſt alſo recommend himſelf by pray- 
er to the Farher 3 and when that is done, heis ready 3 let 7udas 
with the black Guard come when they will. | 

This laſt Acof Chriſt's preparation for his own Death, is con- 
rained in this Scripture: Wherein we have an account,. 1. Of his 
Prayer. 2. Of the Agony attending it. 3. His relief. in that Ago- 
ny, by an Angel that came and comforted him. 

I. The Prayer of Chriſt; ina praying poſture he will be found 
when the Enemy comes 3 he will betaken upon his Knees: He 
was pleading hard with God in Prayer, for Strength to carry him 
chrough this heavy Trial, when they cameto take him. Aad 
this Prayer was a very remarkable Prayer, both for the /olirarineſs 
of it, he withdrew about a ſtone's caſt, ver/e 41. from his deareſt 
intimates no ear but his Father's ſhall hear what he had now to 
ſay. For the vehemencyand importunity of it, theſe were thoſe 
ixAupixc, Heb. 5. 7. ſtrong cries, that he poured out to God in the 
days of his Fleſh. And for the Hamility expreſſed in it, he fell up- 
on the ground, he rolled himſelf as it were in the Duſt, at his Fa- 
ther's Feet. And in divers other reſpects it was a very remarka- 
ble Prayer, as you will hear anon. | 

2, This Scripture gives you alſo an a&tount of the Agony of 
Chriſt, as well as of his Prayer, and that a moſt ſtrange one ; ſuck 
as in all reſpects never was known before in Nature. It was a 
Sweat as it had been Blood, which [as] is neither an Hyperbole, 
as ſome would make it 5 nor yet a meer fimilitude of Blood, as 
others fancy, but a real bloody Sweat. For fo [as] is ſometimes 
taken for the very thing it ſelf, as 70h. 1.14. And as a worthy 

Mr. Ambroſe Divine of our own well notes, that if the Holy Ghoſt had only 

looking to Je- intended it for a ſimilitude, or reſemblance, he would rather have 

bu. expreſſed it, as it were drops of Water,” than as it were drops of Blood 3, 
for Sweat more reſembles Watexgthan Blood. 

3. You have here his relief inthis his Agony, and that by an 
Angel, diſpatcht poſt from Heaven to comfort him. The Lord 
of Angelsnow needed the comfort of an Angel. Ir was time to 
have alittle refreſhment, when his Face and Body too ſtood as 


full of drops of Blood, as the drops of dew are upon the graſs. | 
Hence we note, 


Dot. 
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Do&. That our Lord Peſus Chrift was praying to his Father in an ex- 
traordinary Agony, when they tame to apprehend him in the Garden. 


To open and prepare this laſt Act of preparation on Chriſt's 
part for our uſe, I ſhall at chis time ſpeak to theſe particulars, 
Firſt, The place where he prayed. Secondly, The time when he 
prayed. Thirdly, The matter of his Prayer. And /afly, The mar- 
zer how he prayed. 
Firſt, For the circumſtance of Place, where was this laſt, and ttocumger. 


remarkable Prayer poured out to God? It was in the Garden ; Sr. femane, Gr. 


Matthew tells us it was called Gethſemane, which ſignifies (as Pa- Xlever.; reds 
unt villam, 


res ON the place obſerves) the Valley of fatneſs, iz. of Olives, an 
whichgrew in thar Valley or Garden moſt plentifully. This 3;@f Gor? 
Garden Jay very near to the City of 7er»/alem, The City had femane ; #1. 
twelve Gates, five of which were on the Eaſt fide of it, among y22uw 
which the moſt remarkable were the .Fountgin-gate, ſo called of _ fonar 
the Fountain $i/ve. Through this gate Chrifl. rode into the Ci- ns, ap 
cy in triumph, when he came from Bethany. The other was the olearum, guy 
. Sheep-gate, ſo called from the multitude of ſheep driven in at it nimirum iſtic 
for the Sacrifice, for it ſtood cloſe by the Temple; and cloſe by »b<rius pro- 
this gate was the Garden called Geth/emane, where they appre- - EEO 
hended Chriſt, and led him through this gate, as a ſheep to the * 
Slaughter. Betwixt-this Garden .and the City, ran the brook 
Cearoy, which roſe from a Hill upon the South, and ran upon 
the Eaſt part of the City,” between 7er«/alem, and the mount of 
Olives : and over this Brook Chriſt paſſed into the Garden, oh. 
18, 1, to which the Pfalmiſt alludes in Pfal. 110. 7, He ſhall arink 
of the brock in the way, therefore ſhall he lift up the head, For this 
Brook running through the Valley of 7ehoſaphat, that tertile Soil, 
together with the filchof the City which it waſht away, gave 
the Waters a black tincture, and ſo fitly reſembled choſe grie- 
vous ſufferings of Chriſt, in which he taſted both the Wrath of 
God and Men. | 

Now Chriſt went not into this Garden to hide or ſhelter him- 
ſelf from his Enemies. No, that was not his end; for if ſb, ir 
had been the moſt improper place he could have choſen : it being 
the accuſtomed place where he was wont to pray, and a place 
| well known to 7«das, who was now coming to ſeek him, as you 

may ſee, Joh. 18. 2. 4nd Judas which betrayed him, knew the place, 
for Peſus oft-times reſorted hither with his Diſciples. So that here- 


pairs thither, not to ſhun, but to meet the Enemy, to offer 
k 2 himſelf 
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' himſelf as a prey to the Wolves, which there' found him, and 
laid hold upon him. - He alſo reſorted thither for an hour or two 
of privacy before they came, thar he might there freely pour out 
his Soul to God. So much for the Circumſtance of Place where 
he prayed. . 

- Secondly, We ſhall conſider the Time when he entred into this 

Tune, nempe Garden to pray : And ir was in the fhutting in of the Evening 3 
ingruente jam for it was after the Paſſover, and the Supper were ended. Then 
 notte, poſt- (a5 Afatthew hath it, chap. 26, 36.) Jeſus went over the Brook in- 
= > wa cothe Garden; berwixt the hours of nineand ten in the Evening, 
chali & ey- AS it isconjeQured; and ſo he had betwixt two and three hours 
chariſtica, gra- time to pour out his Soul to God. For it was about Midnight 
tiis atis,hym- that 7«das and the Souldiers came and apprehended him there. So 
—_—— that it being immediately before his apprehenſion, it ſhews 'us 
Ic in whatframeandpoſtare Chriſt delired to be found: and by ithe 
left us an excellent Pattern, what we ought to do, when imminent 

Dangers are near us, even at the door. It becomes a Souldier to 
Oportet theb- die Firing, and a Miniſter to die preaching, and a Chriſtian to 


logum conci- dje praying. If they come, they find Chriſt upon his Knees, - 


Gon TW wreſtling mightily with God by Prayer. He never ſpent 


one moment of the time of this Life idely 3 but theſe were the 
laſt moments he had to live in this World, and here you may ſee 
how they were filled up, and imployed. ; -$ 
Thirdly, Next letus confider the Hatter of his Prayer, or the 
things about which he poured out his Soul to God in the Garden 
that Evening. And ver/. 42. informs us what that was : He 
prayed, ſaying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this Cup from mes; 
nevertheleſs not my Will, bat thine be done. Theſe words are invol- 
ved in many difficulties, as Chriſt himſelf was when he uttered 
them. By the Cp, underſtand that portion of Sorrows then to 
be diſtributed to him by his Father. Great Afﬀfi&ions, and bit- 
ter Trials are frequently expreſſed in Scripture under the Meta- 
phor of a Cup. So that. dreadful Storm of Wrath upon the 
Wicked, in Pſal. 11, 6. pon the Wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire, 
and brimſtone, and a horrible tempeſt ;, this ſhall be the portion of their 
Cup, i.e, the Puniſhment allotted ro them by God for their 
Wickedneſs. And an exceeding great Miſery, by a large or 
deep Cup. So Ezek. 2 3. 324 33. Thon ſhalt drink of thy Siſter s Cup 
deep and large, thou ſhalt be laughed to ſcorn, and bad in deriſion;, it 
containeth much, Theu ſhalt be filled with drankenneſs and ſorrow, with 
the Cnp of aſtoniſhment and deſolation ; with the Cup of thy Siſter Sa- 
maria, 
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maria. Aud when an Affliction is compounded of many bitter 
Ingredients, ſtinging and aggravating Confiderations and Circum- 
ſtances, then it's laid to be mixed. 1» the hand of the Lord there 5s 


a Cup, and the Wine is red, (noting a bloody trial) 7: # ful if mix-. 


zure, and ke ponreth out the ſame, but the aregs thereof all the Wicked of 
the earth ſhall wring them out, and drink them: 3. e, they ſhall have 
the worſt part of the Judgment for their ſhare. Thus AMic- 
tions and Calamities are expreſt by the Mecaphor of a Cup 
great Calamities, by a deep and large Cup; Afﬀidtions com- 
pounded of many aggravating circumſtances, by a mixed Cup. 
And from the effect ir hach on them that muſt drink it, it's called 

a Cup of trembling, Iſa. 57. 17. Thou haſt drunken at the hand of 
the Lord, the Cup of his fury, the aregs of the Cup of trembling, Such 

2 Cup now was Chriſt's Cup; a Cup of Wrath, a large and 

deep Cup, that contained more Wrath than ever was drunk by 

any Creature, even the Wrath of an infinite God. A mixed 

Cup; mixed with God's Wrath and Man's in the extremity. 

And all the bitter aggravating circumſtances that ever could be 

imagined 3 great conſternation, and amazement z this was the 

portion of his Cup. 

By the paſſing of the Cp from him, underſtand his exemption 
from ſuffering that dreadful and horrid Wrath of God, which he 
foreſaw to be now at hand. For as the coming of the Cup.to a 
Man, doth in Scripture-phraſe note his bearing and ſuffering of E- 
vil, as you find it Lam. 4, 21. Kejoice, and be glad O Daughter of 
Edom, that dwelleſt in the Land of Uzs the Cup alſo ſhall paſs through 
unto thee thou ſhalt be drunken, and make thy ſelf naked; Which is 
an ironical reproof of the Idumearns, the Jews deadly Enemies, 
who wickedly infulted over them, when the Cup was at their 
mouths: as if the Lord had ſaid, You have laugh'd and jeer'd at 
my People, when my hand was on them ; you rejoiced to ſee 
their Calamities : well, make your ſelves merry ſtill if you can, 
the Cup ſhall paſs through unto thee 3 thy turn is coming, then 
laugh if thou canſt. So on the contrary, the paſſing away of the 
Cup, notes freedom from, or our eſcaping of thoſe Mileries. 
And fo Chriſt's meaning in this conditional requeſt is, Father, it 
it be thy will, excuſe me from this dreadful Wrath, my Soul is 
amazed at it. Is there no way to ſhun it? Cannot I be excuſed? 
O if it be poſſible, ſpare me. This is the meaning of it. Bur 
then here's the difficulty, how Chriſt who knew God had from 
everlaſting determined he —_ drink it, who had a" 
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and agreed with him in the Covenant of Redemption ſo to do, 
who came (as himſelf acknowledges)for that end into the World, 
?oh. 18. 37. who foreſaw this Hour all along, and profeſſed 
when he ſpake of this bloody Baptiſm with which he was to be 
baptized, that he was ſtraitned till it was accompliſhed, Luk. 12. 
5o. How (I ſay) co reconcile all this with ſach a Petition, that 
now when the Cup was delivered to him, it might paſs, or he 
be excuſed from ſuffering this is the Knot, this is the Difficulty. 

What! Did he now repent of the Bargain? Was all he ſaid 
before but a flouriſh,before he ſaw the Enemy ? Doth he now be- 
gin to wiſh his at qu dry, and thathe had never undertaken ſuch 
a work? Is that the meaning of it? Nothing leſs : No,no, Chriſt 
never repented of his Engagement to the Father; never was 
willing to ler the Burden lie on us, rather than on himſelt ; there 
was not ſucha thought in his holy and faithful Heart : but the re- 
ſolution of this Doubt depends upon a double diſtin&tion, which 
will clear his meaning-in it. , 

1/, You muſt diſtinguiſh of Prayers. Some are ab/o/ate, and 
peremptory and fo to have prayed that the Cup might pals, 
Would have been chargeable with ſuch abſardities as were bur 
now mentioned: others are conditional, and ſubmiſſive Prayers, 
If it maybe, if the Lord pleaſe. And ſuch was this, it thou be 
willing if not, I'll drink it. But you will ſay, Chriſt knew what 
was the Mind of God in that caſe; he knew what Tranſac- 
tions had of old been betwixt his Father and him; and there- 
fore tho he did not-pray abſolutely, yer it's ſtrange he would pray 
conditionally it might paſs. Therefore in the 

24 Place, you muft diſtinguiſh of the Watares according to 
which Chriſt ated. He acted ſometimes as God, and ſometimes 
as Man. Here he acted according to his human Nature; ſim- 
p'y expreſſing, and manifeſting in this Requeſt the relu&ancy ic 

ad at ſuch Sufferings : Wherein he ſhewed himſelf a true Man, 
in ſhunning that which is deſtructive to his Nature. 

As Chriſt had two diſtin& Natures, fo two diſtin& Wills. 
And (as one well obſerves) in the Life of Chriſt there was an in- 
termixture of Power, and Weakneſs ; of the divine Glory, and 

human Frailty. Ar his birth-a Star ſhone, bur he was laid in a 
Manger. The Devil tempted him in the Wilderneſs, bur there 
Angels miniſtred to him. As Man he was deceived in the Fig- 
tree, butas God he blaſted-ic. He was caught. by the Souldiers 
in the Garden, bur firſt madethem fall back. So here, as Man 


he 


ES -- 


Serm.2 2. in a praying Poſture. 
he feared, and ſhunned Death 3 but as God-man he willingly ſub- 
mitted to it. 


* It was (as Deedati well expreſles it) a purely natural deſire, peoazti an- 
* meer Man, by which for a ſhort moment he apprehended and nor. in Marth, 
* ſhunned Death and Tormentsz but quickly recalled himſelf rq 26- 35: 


* Obedience, by a deliberate Will, to ſubmit himſelf to God. 
«& And beſides that, this deſire was but conditional, under the 
* Will of Gad, accepted by Chriſt; but from the contemplation 
* of which he was a while diverted by the extremity of Hor- 
© rors: therefore there was no Sin in it, but only a ſhort con- 
« flict of Nature, preſently overcome by Reaſon, and a firna 
« Will; or a ſmall ſuſpenſion, quickly overcome by a moſt 
&« ſtrong reſolution. Finally, this ſacred deliberation in Jeſus was 
© not made ſimply, or in an inſtant, bur with a ſhort time, and 
* with a counterpoiſe, which is the natural property of the Soul 
* in irs Motions and voluntary Actions. | 

In a word, as there was nothing of Sin in it, it being a pure, 
and finleſs affection of Nature; ſo there was much good 1n it, and 
that both as it was a part of his Satisfaction for our Sin, to ſuffer 
inwardly ſuch Fears, Tremblings, and Conſternations : And as 
it wasa clear evidence that he was in all things made like unto his 
Brethren, except Sin. And laſtly, as it ſerves notably to expreſs 


the grievouſneſs and extremity of Chriſt's Sufferings, whoſe very 


proſpect and appearance at ſome diſtance was ſo dreadful to him. 
If the Learned Reader defire to ſee what is farther ſaid on this 
point, lethim read what the judicious and learned Parker, in his 


Fourthly, Let us conſider the 2amrer how he prayed, and that 
was 
"g Solitarily. He doth. not here pray inthe audience of his 
Diſciples, as he had done before ; but went at a diſtance from 
them. He had now private buſineſs: to tranſact with God, He 
left ſome of them at the entring into the Garden 3 and for Peter, 


?Zames and 7ohn, that went farther with him than the reſt, he bids Trifticiz me- 
them remain there, while he went and prayed. He did not de- dclam quaric 
fire them to pray with him, or for him; no, he muſt tread the MESIS, 

Wine-preſs alone. Nor will he have them wich him, poſſibly Zap le 
leſt it ſhould diſcourage them to ſee and hear how he groaned, poiſic, modi- 


ſwear, trembled, and cried, as one in an Agony, to his Father. ciim tecedir. 


Reader, there are times and cafes; when a Chriſtian would 


not. be willing the deareſt and moſt intimate Friend he hath in the 
World, 


Parker de de- 


excellent book de deſcenſ#, hath collected upon that caſe. go de 
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"World, ſhould be privy to what paſſes betwixt him and his 


Non fuit ſu- 4 i in hi 
dor diaphore- Falling down to the ground. Now he was 'red indeed in his apparel 


ricus, ſed craſ-,aS One that trod the Wine-preſs : it was not afaint thin dew, bur 
ſhs E grumo- a Clotted Sweat, Jg9upo! xii, clodders of blood falling upon 
us. Dux Uut- the ground. It is diſputed whether this Swear were natura}, or 


dem indigno 
mortis meru 
adeo conculſ- 
ſus in animo 
fuir, ut fan- 

gSuinewn fii- 
dorem rtoto 


God. 

2. It was an hamble Prayer, that's evident by the poſtures into 
which he caſt himſelf: Sometimes kneeling, and ſometimes pro- 
ſtrate upon his Face. He creeps in the very Duſt, lower he can- 
not fall; and his Heart was as low as his Body. He is meek and 
lowly indeed. 

3. It was a reiterated Prayer; he prays, and then returns to the 
Diſciples, as a Man in extremity turns every way for comfort : 
ſo Chriſt prays, Father, !et this Cup paſs, but in that the Father 
hears him not; tho as to ſupport, he was heard. Being denied 
deliverance by his Father, he goes and bemoans himſelf co his 
penſive Friends 3 and complains birterly ro them, ey /onl is ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death. He wouldeaſe himfelt a little, by 
opening his condition to them 3 but alas, they rather increaſe 
than eaſe his burden, For he finds them aſleep, which occaſion- © 

ed that gentle reprehenſion from him, Matrh. 26. 40. hat conld 
you not watch with me one hour * What, not watch with me? who 
may expet it from you more than I? Could you not warch ? [ 
am going to die for you, arid cammor you watch with me ? what! 
cannot you watch with me one hour ? Alas! what if T had requir- 
ed great matters from you ? What ! not an hoxr, and that the part- 
ing hour too! Chriſt finds no eaſe from them ; and back again 
he goes to that ſad place, which he had ſtained and purpled wich 
a bloody ſweat, and prays to the ſame purpoſe again. O how 
he returns upon God-over and over, as if he reſolved to rake 
no denial ! but however, conſidering i: muſt be ſo, he ſweetly 

falls in with his Faather's will, Thy will be done, | 

4. And laſtly, It was a; Prayer accompanied with a ſtrange 
and wondertul Agory : fo faith verl. 44. And being in an Agony he 
prayed more earneſtly ; and his Sweat was as it were great drops of Blood 


preternatural. That ſome tia extremity have ſwear a kind of 
bloody thin dew; i5&afhrmed. I remember Thnanns gives us two 
inſtances that come neareſt to this, 'of any thing I ever obſerved 
or heard of. The one was a Captain, who by a cowardly, and 
unworthy fear of death, was ſo overwhelnid with anguith, that 


corpore fudir, a Kind of blaody Dew or Sweat [tood on all his Body. The 0- 
Thuan, Lib. 1 


; | tier 
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ther is of a, yonng Man, condemned for a fmail matrer to die; Jivenis 0 tc- 

by Sixrzs the 5th, who-ponred out Tears of Blood from his Eyes, ey gr 

and ſweat Blood from his whole:Body. BO ms dt 
Theſe are ſtrange and rare Inſtances, andthe truth of chem de- nas, prx &o- 

pends upon the Credit of the Relator : But certainly for Chriſt, loris vete- 

whoſe Body had the moſt excellent craſis and temperament, to Merria, Jacrt- 

ſwear clotted Blood, or globs of Blood, as ſome render its and F720; 

that ih acold night; when others needed a Fire within doors to gyinem pro 

keep them - warm, © fob. 18. 18. I fay for him to fweat ſuch tudore e roro 

ſtreams through his Garments, talling to the ground on which he corpore mir- 

Jay, muſt be concluded a preternatural thing. And indeed, it =—_ _ eſt. 

was nor wonderful chat ſuch a preternatural Sweat ſhould ftream go 

from all parts of his, Body, if: you do but conſider whatanex- © 

traordinary Load preſted his Soul at that time, even ſuch asno 

meer Man ever felt, or was ableto ſtand under ; even the. Wrath 

of a great and terrible God, in the extremity of it. ho (faith 

the Prophet Nabam, ch. 1.6.) can fland before his Indignation ? and 

who can abiae in the fierceneſs of his Anger ? his Fary is poured ont like 

fire, and the Rocks are thrown down by him, . 15189; 215ml 
The effects of this Wrath, as it fell at this time upon the Soul 

of Chriſt in the Gardenzare largely and very emphatically'expreſt 

by the ſeveral Evangelifs who wrote this Tragedy. Aatthew 

tells us his Soul was exceeding ſerrowful,. . even ynto Death, Matth. 

26... 38. The wordſignifies beſet with Grief round about. And meiarnr©;, 

its well:expreſt by that. phraſe of the Pſalmiſt, -Pſal.-x1 6. 3. The undequagque 

ſorrows of Death compaſſed-me about, tre pains of: Hell gatchald upon me. rriſtis.  Bexa. 

Ark varies the -Exspreſſion, and gives it: us in anotber! word no ,,, .-.., 

leſs fignificant and full, Mark 14. 33. He began tobe ſore amazed, ate” A pts 

and very keavy,, yore amazed; it imports ſo high a degree of Con- horripilario- 

ſternation and Amazement, as when the Hair of- the Head ſtands nem: x; «dv 

up chrough! fear. - Zke hath -anather Exprefhion-for (it, \ in the 475%; 54 

Text; he was imun, Agery.-- An Agony is he labouring and [triv- 1, 65. 

ing of Nature.ig extremity; And:7ehn {gives it usin another: Ex- ty aquric. 

preſſion, Joh. 12.27; New 1s my Sul trouble. The original word 

15 a very full word. And it is conceived the Latins derive that */ze2x/=s, 

word which ſignifies Hell, from this -by which Chriſt's troubles -nr59 $tegs, 

ereexprefſed.” This was the Load whichoppreſſed his Soul, -and {nos 

4o ſtraitnedat-with Fear, tand Grief,-thathis Eyes could nor vent 

07 eaſe it ſuffigiently-by Tears; buti the:ionamerable pores of his 

Body ate {et:open;; ro give-ventby leeting out:ftreams-of Blood. 

And yet all this while, no Hang of Man was upon him. This 

: Was 
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was but a Prelude as'it were, to- the Confli& that-was at hand." 
This bloody Sweat in whichhe prayed, was but as the giving or 
ſweating of the Stones befote- a great Rain. Now he ſtood - 
2s it were arraigned at Gods Bar, and had to do immediately 
with him. And you know #t 5s 4 fearfal thing to fall into the ha 
ef the living God. The uſes of 'this-follow in this order. . 

| , Inference 1, © | 

Did Chriſt pourout his Soul to God (o- ardently in che Gar- 
den, when the hour'of his Trouble was at hand > Hence we in- 
fer, That Prayer is a ſingular preparative for, and relief nuder the prear- 
eft Tronbles, . 23, 

'Tis ſweet, when Troubles find us in the way: of 'our Duty. 
The beſt poſture we-can wreſtle. with Afflitions in, is to engage. 
them upon our Knees. / 'The: Naturaliſt tells us, if. a Lion find 
aMan proſtrate, - he will do: him-no harm. . Clr:#haſined tothe. 
Gardento pray, .. when ?»d«- and the. Souldiers were haſtning chi- 
ther toapprehend him. O when weare nigh to Danger, it's good 
for us to draw nigh to our God. . - Then ſhould we be urging thac 
ſeaſonable requeſt to God, Pſal. 22. 11. Be nor far from we, for trou- 
ble irnears, for there is none.to_ help,” Wo beto him, whom hor 
Trouble finds a far off. from God... And'as 'Prayer is the beſt 
preparative for Troubles,ſo-thechoiceſt relief under them. Griefs - 
are eaſed by Groans... :The Heart is-cooled and disburdened by 
ſpiritual evaporations.. You know it is ſomerelief if a Man'can 
pour out his. Complaint into the. Boſomi of a faithful'Friend; tho 
he can bur pity him : how much more to-pour out our Complaints 
into-the Boſom of a faithful God, who can / both: pity- and help 
us!-. Luther was wont to. call "Oy the Leaches of his Cares 
and Sorrows 3.. they ſuck out the bad- Blood. It's the Title of 
Pl. 102. A prayer for the affiified, when he #9. 0verwhelmed, and 
powreth out his.cumplaiut before the.: Lord, | It's no {imalleaſe to-open 
our Hearts to:God.-' Vhen we are as full of grief as Z/ihn-was 
of matter, let us-{ay ashe- did,.* Job 32.9. Behold, Lord, my : 
heart is as wine mhich bath no vent, it « ready v0 burft- as new bottles; - 
1-will ſpeak, that 1 way be refreſhed, .. | 

To go to God when thou art full of: Sorrow, when thy Heart - 
iSready-to burſt within thee, as it. was with-Chrift in thisday of 
his trouble; - and ſay; Farher, thus and thus the caſe ſtands with 
thy poor Child's: and ſo-and foitis with mes I-will not: go up + 
and down whining from one. Creature to. another, it's to-no pur- - 
poſe todoſo;-nor yet will I leave my Complaiat upon my we * 

Hh 
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butT will tell thee, Father, how the caſe ſtands with mes for 
to whom ſhould Children make their moan, but to their Father 2 
Lord, I am oppreſſed, undertake for me. What thinkeſt thou, 
Reader, of this? Ts it relieving to a ſad Soul ? Yes, yes, if thou 
be a Chriſtian, that haſt had any experience this way, thou 
wilt ſay there is nothing like it. Thou wilt bleſs God for ap- 
. pointing ſuch an Ordinance as Prayer, and ſay, Bleſſed be God 
for Prayer: I know not what I ſhonld have done, nor how in 
all- the World I ſhould have waded through the Troubles I have 
paſt, if it had nor been for the help of Prayer. 
Inference 2, 

Did Chrift withdraw from the Diſciples to ſeek God by Pray- 
er? Thence it follows, That the company of the beſt Men #s not always 
ſeaſonable, Peter, Fames and fohn, were three excellent Men, and yer 
Chriſt ſaith to them, Tarry ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 
The Society of Men is beautiful in its ſeaſon, and no better than 
a burden out of ſeaſon. * I have read of a good Man, that when 
his Raced time for Cloſet-prayer was come, he would ſay to the 
Company that were with him, whatever they were, Friends, 1 
muſt beg your excuſe for a while, there is a Friend waits to ſpeak with 
me. The Company of a good Man is good, bur it.ceaſes to be 
ſo when it hinders the enjoyment of better Company. One 

hour with God is to be preferred to a thouſand days enjoymenr 
of the beſt Man on Earth. If thy deareſt Friends in the World 
intrude unſeaſonably betwixt thee and thy God, it's neither rude 
nor unmannerly to bid them give place to better Company, 
I mean to withdraiv from them as Chriſt did from the Diſciples, 
-to.enjoy an hour with God alone. In publick and private Du- 
ties, we may admit of the Company of others to join with us z 
and if they be ſuch as- fear God, the more the better : bur in ſe- 
cret Duties, Chriſt and thee muſt whiſper ic over betwixt your 
ſelves; and then the company of the Wife of thy Boſfom, or thy 
Friend that is as thine own Soul, would not be welcome. Mhes 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet and when thou haſt ſhut @Þ door, pray 
to thy Father which is in ſecret, Mat. 6.6, It is as much as if Chriſt 
had ſaid, See all clearz be ſure to retire in as great privacy as 


may bez | let no ear but God's hear what thou haſt to ſay to - 


him. This is at once a good note of Sincerity, and a great help 
to ſpiritual Liberty, and Freedom with God. 
: Inference 3 


Did Chriſt go to God thrice upon the ſame account ? thence 
Ll z learn, 
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learn, That Chriſtians. ſhould not be diſcouraged, tho they have 
ſourht Godonce and again, and ne anſwer of Peace comes, Chriſt was 
not heard the firſt time, and he goes a fecond ; he was not an- 
ſivered the fecond : he goes the third, and laſt time, yet was not 
an{wered in the thing he defired, viz. that the Cup might pals 
from him ; and yer he hath no hard thoughts of God, but reſolves 
his will into his Father's. If God deny you in the things you ask, 
he deals no otherwiſe with you than he did with Chriſt. O my God 
(fairh he) I cr5 in the day-time, but thou heareſt not + and in the night, 
and am met filent, Yet he juſtifies God, but tvow art holy, Pla). 22. 
2. Chriſt was not heard in the thing he deſired, and yet heard in 
that he feared, Heb. 5. 7, The Cup did nor paſs as he deſired, 
but God upheld him, and enabled him to drink it. He was heard 
as to ſupport, he was not heard as to exemption from ſufferings : his 
Will was expreſt conditionally ; and theretore tho he had not the 
thing he ſo deſired, yet his Will was not croffed by the denial. 
Bur now when we have a ſuit dependipg before the Throne of 
Grace, and cry to God once and again, and no anſwer comes, 
How do our hands hang down, and our Spirits wax feeble ! 

Then we complain with the Church, Lam. 3. 8. hen I cry and 
ſhont, he ſhutteth out my Prayer ; thou covereſt thy ſelf with a Cloud, that 
enr Prayers camot raſs through. Then with 7ona we conclude we 
are caſt out of his ſight, Alas! we judg by ſenſe, according to 
what we (ee and feel ; and cannot live by Faith on God, when he 
ſeems to hide himſelf, put us off, and refuſe our requeſts. Ic 
calls for an Abraham's Faith, to believe againſt hope, giving glory to 
God, If wecry, and no anſwer comes preſently, our carnal Rea- 
fon draws a headlong, haſty Concluſion, Sure I muſt expet no 
anſwer: God is angry with my Prayers : The Seedof Prayer 
hath lain ſo long under the clods, and it appears not ; ſurely it's 
loſt, I ſhall hear no more of tt, 

Our Prayers may be heard, tho their anſwer be for preſent ſuſ- 
pended. As David acknowledged when he cooly conſidered the 
matter, . 31. 22, 1 ſaidin wy haſte, 1 am cnt off from before 
thine Eyes WWevertheleſs thon hearaeft the voice of my ſupplication, when 
I cried unto thee, No, no, Chriſtian; a Prayer ſent up in Faith 
according to the will of God, cannot be loſt, tho it be delay'd. 

* We may fay of it as David ſaid of Saul's Sword, and onathan's 
Bow, that they never return empty. 
Inference 4, 

Was Chriſt ſo earaeſt in Prayer, that he prayed himſelf into 2 

very 
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very Agony ? Let the People of God 6luſh to think how unlike their Spi- 
rits are to Chriſt, as to their prajer-frames. 

O whac: lively, ſenſible, quick, deep, and tender apprehenſion 
and ſenſe of choſe things about which he prayed, had Chriſt > Tho 
he ſaw his very Blood itarting out from his hands, and his clothes 
dyed init; yer being inan Agony, he prayed the more earneſtly. 
Ido not ſay Chriſt is imicable in this. No,but his fervour in Pray- 
er isa pattern for us, and ſerves ſeverely co rebuke the Lazineſs, 
Dulneſs, Torpor, Formality, and Stupidity that is in our prayers. 
How often do we bring the Sacrifice of the dead before the 
Lord! How often do our Lips move, and our Hearts ſtand till ! 
O how unlike Chriſt are we ! his Prayers were pleading Prayers, 
full of mighty arguments, and ferverous affections. O thar his 


People were in this more like him ! 
[Inference 5 


Was Chriſt in ſuch an Agony before any hand of Man was up-- 
on him, meerly from the apprehenſ1ons of the Wrath of God, 
with which he now conteſted ? Then ſurely it's a dreadful thing to fall 
7nto the Hands of the living God, for our God is a conſuming Fire, 

Ah what is Divine Wrath ! that Chriſt ſo ſtaggered when the 
Cup came to him. Could not he bear, and doſt thou think to 
bearit? Did Chriſt fweat clods of Blood at ir, and doſt thou 
make light of it > Poor wretch, if it ſtaggered him, it will con- 
found thee. If it made him groan, it will make thee howl, and 


thateternally. Come Sinner, come, doſt thou make light of the - 


threatnings of the Wrath of God againſt Sin ? Doſt thou think 


there's no ſuch matter in it, as theſe zealous Preachers make of 


it > Come look here upon my Text, which ſhews thee the Face of 
the Son of God ſtanding as full of purple drops, under the ſenſe 
and apprehenſion of it, as the drops of dew that hang upon the 
' graſs. Hark how he cries, Father if it be poſſible let this Cup paſs. 
O any thing of puniſhment rather chan this. Hear what he tells 
the Diſciples ; 445 Soul, faith he, 7s /orrowful, even to death: amaz- 
ed, very heavy. Fools make a mock of Sin, and the threatnings 


chat lie againſt it. 
, Tnference 6. | 


Did Chriſt meet Death with ſuch a heavy heart ? /et rhe hearts of 
Chriſtians be the lighter for this, when they come to die, The bitcter- 
neſs of Death was all ſqueezd into Chriſt's Cup. He was made 
co drink up the very dregs of it, that ſo our Death might bethe 


ſweeter to us. Alas | there's nothing now left in Death that's: 
F frighcful, 
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frightful, or troubleſom, beſide the pain of diſſolution, that natu- 


ral Evil of it. I remember it's ſtoried of one of the M artyrs, 

chat being obſerved to be exceeding jocund and merry when he 

caire to the Stake; one asked him what was the reaſon his heart 

was ſo light when Death (and chat in ſuch a terrible form too) 

was before him ? O ſaid he, my Heart is (© light at my death, be- 
cauſe Chriſt's Heart was ſo heavy at his Death. 
Inference 7. 

Toconclude, what Cauſe have all the Saints to love their 


dear Lord Jeſus with an abounding 'Love? Chriſtian, open the 
Eyes of thy. Faith, and fix them upon Chriſt, in the poſture he 


lay itt the Garden, drencht in his own Blood : and ſee whether he 
be not lovely in theſe his dyed Garments. He that ſuffered for us 
more than any Creature could or did, - may well challenge more 
Lovethan all the Creatures ia the: World. O what hath he ſuf- 
fered, and ſuffered upon thy aecount! ir-was thy Bride, Earth- 
lines, Senſualiry, Unbelief, hardneſs of hearr that laid on. more 
weight in that day that he ſweat Bloed. 


——— 
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nies ports by And while he yet ſpake, lo Judas one of the twelve came, 


and with him a great multitude with Swords and 
Staves, from the Chief Prieſts, and Elders of the | 
People. Now he that betrayed him, ave them a 
fign, ſaying, Whomſoever T ſhall koſs, the ſame is be, 
hold bim faſt. And forthwith he came to Jeſus, . and 
ſaid, Hail Maſter, and kifſed bim. 


F"F*HE former Sermons give you an account how Chriſt 
| improved every moment'of histime, with buſy dili- 
| gence, to make himſelf ready for his death. - He hath 

commended his charge tothe Father, inſtiruted the bleſſed wot 

moria 
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morial of his death, poured out his Soul to God in the Garden, 
with reſpe& to the grievous ſufferings he ſhonld undergo. And 
now he is ready, and waits for the coming of the Enemies, be- 
ing firſt in the field. - 

And think you that they were idle on their parts? No, no, 
their Malice made them-reſtleſs. They had agreed with F=das to 
betray him. Under his condu&t a band of Souldiers are ſent to 
apprehend him. - The Hour ſo long expected is come. Eor, 
while he yet ſpake, ſaith the Text, /» ſudas one of the twelve came, 
aud with him a great multitude, with Swords, and Staves. 

Theſe words contain tne firſt preparative act on their part for 
the deach of Chriſt, even to betray him, and that by one af his 


own Diſciples. Now they execute what they had plotted, ver/. 
14, 15: And inthis Paragraph you have an account, 1. Of. the 
Traitor, who he was. z. Ot che Freaſon, what he did. 3. Of the | 
Manner of its execution,how it was contrived and effected, Laſtly, 


Of the 7ime, when they put this Helliſh Plot in execution, 

i, We have here a deſcription of the Traitor: and it is re- 
mafÞle, how carefully the ſeveral Zvangeiis have deſctibed 
him, both by his Name, Sirname and Office, 7«das, Padas 1/carier, 
Pudas Iſcariot one of the twelve ;, that he might not be miſtaken for 
7ude Or Judas the Apoſtle, God is tender of the Names and Repu--- 
rations of his uprighc-hearted Servants, His Office oze of the twelve, 
is added, to aggravate the Facty and to ſhew how that Prophecy 
was accomplifhed in him 3- Pfal. 41. 9. Tea mine own familiar 
Friend, in whom 1 truſted, which did eat of my Bread, hath lift up his 
heel againft'me. Lo, this: was the Traitor, and this was his Name 
and Office. . | 

2. You have a deſcription of the Treaſon, or an account what : 
this Man did... He led'an' armed maltitade ro the place where 
Chriſt wasz gavethem a fignal to diſcover him, and encourag- 
ed them to lay hands on him, and hold him faſt. This was that 
Helliſh-Deſign, which the Devil put into his heart, working 
upon that principle, or luſt of Covetouſneſs, which was predomi- 
nant there. . What will not a carnal Heart attempt, it the Devil 
ſure a temptation to the predominantLyſt, and God withold re- - 
ſtraining Grace !- - H IR | | ; 

:.3.: You have here the way and manner in which this Hellifh. 


id opus eſt + 


Plot was executed. .. It was managed both with force; and with _ pcnuem 
inermem ? qui ſi virtutem ſuam exercere voſait,nullis armis erar ſuperabilis. Quorſum ſignum. - 


ne Errarent un perſona ? quia nox erat,” D. Par. in Loc. 
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frand. He comes with a multitude, armed with. Swords and 
Staves, in caſe he ſhould meer with any reſiſtance. And he comes 
to him witha ki/s, which was their frgnal, leſt rhey ſhould mi(- 
take the Man. For they aimed neither at ſmall nor great, ſave 
only at the King of 7/-ae/; the King of Glory. Here was much 
ado, you ſee, to takea harmleſs Lamb, that did not once ſtart 
from them, but freely offered himſelf to them.  ' | 
4- AndLaſtly, When was this treaſonable Deſign executed 
upon Chriſt > And it was executed upon him while he ſtood a- 
mong his Diſciples, exhorting them to Prayer and Watchfulneſs, 
dropping heavenly, and moſt ſeaſonable Counſels upon them. 
Fhile he yet ſpake, lo Judas, and with him a multitude came with Swords 
and Staves.,, Surely 'tis no better than a 7udas's trick, to diſturb, 
and afflidt the Servants of God in the diſcharge of their Duries. 
This was the Traitor, and his Treaſon; thus it was Executed, 
and at this time. Hence we obſerve, 


Do. That it was the Lot of - our Lord Zeſms Chriſt, to be betrayed 
into the hands of his mortal Enemies, by the aſſiſtance of Ic 
and diſſembling Friend, | 


Look as 7o/eph was betrayed and ſold by his Brethren; David 
by Achitophel, his old Friend ; Sampſon by Dalilah, that lay in 
bis Boſom : So Chrift by 7«das one of the twelvez 2 Man. his 
Friend, his Familiar, that had been ſo long converſant with him : 
He that by profeſion had lifted up his- had to Chriſt, now by 
Treaſon lifts up his hee! againſt him 3 he bids the Souldiers bind 
thoſe bleſſed Hands, that not long before had waſht the Traitor's 

cer. | er | 25. 

In the Point. before us, we will =; 
_ Firſ, Conſider «das, according to that: emigent-ſtation and 
place he had under Chriſt. - I T3 015, 

Secondly, We will conſider his Treaſon, according to'the ſeve- 
ral aggravations of it. £2 OI. | 

Thirdly, We will.inquire into, the. Cauſe, or motives that put 
him-upon ſuch a dreadhl Helidehgn this was - 1 on, 

' Fourthly, and Laftly, We will view the 1{ze, and ſee theevent 
of as Treaſon, both. as to Chriſt,. and as'to himnfelf.-; And then 
apP1y If. was inn Hamer on 73% 1671 

Firſt, As forthe Perſon that did this, he was very eminent by 
reaſon ofrhar dignity Ctitiſt had raifed him to. - For,-.... 

1. He was one of the twelve, one retained not 11 4 more ge ne 

anc 


oY | 
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and common, but the neareſt, and moſt intimzte and honour- 
able relation and ſervice to Jeſus Chriſt. There were-in Chriſt's 
time ſeveral forts and ranks oft Perſons, that had relation to him. 
There were ſecret Diſciples; Men that believed, bur kept their 
ſtations, and abode with their Relations in cheir callings. There 
were the Seventy alſo, whom Chriſt ſent forth : but none of theſe 
were ſo much with Chriſt, or ſo eminent in reſpect of their place 
as the Twelve; they were Ciriſt's Family, - day and night con- 
verſant with him : it was the higheſt Dignity that was conferred 
upon any : and of this number was 7#das, The Antients have 
much extolled the Apoſtolical Dignity. Some ſtiled cheſe ewelve, 
pedes Chriſti, che feet of Chriſt, becauſe they as it were carried 
Chriſt upand down the World. . Others oc## Dei, the very eyes 
of God; they were his Watchmen, that cook care for the con- 
cernments of his Name and Goſpel in the World. Others mam- 
me Ecclefie, the Breaſts of the Church 3 they fed, and nourithe 
the Children of God by their Do&rine. Now to be one of this 
number, one of the Twelve, what a Dignity was this? 

2, Yea, he being one of the Twelve, was daily converſant 
with Chriſt; often joined with him in Prayer, often fare at his 
feet hearing the gracious Words that came forth of his mouth. Ic 
was one of 4#/tis's three wiſhes, that he had ſeen Chriſt in the 
Fleſh: 7-42 not only ſaw him, but dwelt with him, travelled with 
him, ate and drank with him. Anddpring the whole time of 
his abode with him, all Chriſt's carriages cowards him were ve- 
ry obliging and winning; yea, ſuch was the condeſcenſion of 
Chriſt to this wretched Man, that he waſhed his feer, and chat 
but alittle before he betrayed him. _ | 
4. He was a Manof unſuſpected integrity among the Apoſ- 
tles. When Chriſt told them, one of you ſhall betray mez none 
thought on him, but every one rather ſalpeted himſelf z Lord 
is. it 1? faith one, and fo (aid they all: But none pointed. at 
Judas, (aying, thou art he. 2 SR 

4: Toconclude, in ſome reſpect he was preferred to the reſt. 
For he had nat only a joint Commiſſion with them to preach the 
Goſpel to others, (tho poor unhappy Wretch, himſelf became 
a caſt-away) but he had a peculiar Office, he bare che Bag, 5. ec. 
he was Amoner, orthe Steward of the. Family, to take care'to 
provide for the neceſſary Accommodations of Chriſt, and theiy. 
Now who could ever have ſuſpected, thar fuch a Man. as this 
ſhould have ſold the Blood of = riſt fora little Money ? chat e- 

m ver 
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ver he ſhonld have proved: perfidions Traitor to his Lord, who - 
"Bad called kim, honoured him, and carried himſelf fo tenderly 
rowards him? and yet ſo it wass Ls Judas ope of the twelve came, 
and with him a multitade: O whither will not 2-buſy Devil, and a 
bad Heart carry a Maa ! ' 

Secondly, But what did this man do? Andwhar are the juſt 29- 
gravations of his Fa&,2 Why, he moft |baſely and-unworthily 
{old and delivered Chriſt ihro hisEnerhiesHhands, to be butcher- 
ed and deſtroyed; .and allthis for thirty piecesof Silver. © * 

Bluſh O Heavens, and be aſtoniſhed 'O Earth at this! In this 
F4R, moſt black and horrid Appravations appear. : 

+ I. Jada; had ſeen the "Majeſty t of a God.on  hie whom he be- 
trayed. ' He had'feen the” ilar that Chriſt wrought, Khdh 
none bur Chriſt'could,do. Ry: th At Does the figger of God 
heshad raifed the dead; oh out Devils, healed the tick. He - 
could not thooſe but obſerve arig ſee the Rays 20d awful Beams 
of civine Majefty ſhining in'his very Face, . in his Dodtine, and 
inhis Life. To betray a. Man, to{{ell the'Blood of the pooreſt 
Innocent in the "World is hort 43 but'ro''fell the Blood of God, 
O what's this ! here's, a 'Wicke nels that no Epithet'can match! 


ca, 
2, 'This Wickedneſs he committed after perſonal warnings and 
premonitions given him by. Chriſt. ”. He had, often cold them ih 
eral, that one of t ould betray him,” Mark 14-20, He 
Pad alſo denounced'a” Creadfil W apo him that ſhould do i a 
verſ. 21. The Son of Man goeth indeed, as it is, written of him; but 
Foto that Man by whom the Son -of Mah i ia 3 good hadit been 
for that Man, if he had never been born.” This WAS ſpoken i in Tudas ++ 
his preſence. And one Free have One, o droeul aDoom 
wg pag upon the M an;thar pt *this, ſhould 
=—y affrightedh im far enough from'the thoughts of ſuch a Wick- 
Nay Chriſt comes nearer to hinthanthis,' and cold him -- 
hen = the Man ; for when, 7ad«"" (who was the laſt that pur'the | 
queſtion to Ch Qrrif asked him, 2fafter '& it 7? Chriſt's anſiver | 
hg ivr] as-aplain a irenation, Thos haft (aid, Marth. 26. 
2 $41 $ 
:* Hedoth i it not ont of 4 Vlind Zea laprinſ Chriſtas many of 
ixoter Enemies of whom ro ij ST $. T0 
they known him, they woulda nat -have crunfien the Lor Glory ut 
hedid it for Money, to make*his market . of Chriſt. © He ſold 
Guiltss a Manwould fell an Ox, or a Sheep to the Butcher, - 
profit. 
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- profit. He was fully of - the mind of the: Pope, whoſe Motto Suavis odoe 
was 3 « The ſmel\oy ſavor of Gain we ſmeet, let it riſe out of | what it will, cri exre 
It he can gevahy thing by: Chriſt's Blood; ici{hall: be a vendible — —_—_ 
commodity with him. hat will. ye: give:me ((aith he) and 1 mill 
betray bim, Matth. 26.15. 46 
4. He ſells him, and-he ſells him ata low rate tbo 3 which 
ſhewed- how-vile an eſteem he had of Chriſt. He is content to' 
re'with him fot thirty pieces of. Silver. If cheſe'pieces or. She- 
les.were the Shekles of che SanRaary;-: they /amountedbutro' 
chree Pounds fifteen Shillings.- 'But ids-ſuppoſed: they” were the:S94n- Anvig, 
common Shekles, which wete-moſtiyuſed m buying and ſellingg 7 5 7+ 295- 
and then his Price'that he put upon-the (Saviour: of! the World! 
was bur one Pound ſeventeen Shillings and {ix\Pence. -- A goodly: 
Pfice (as- the Prophet: calls:ic) chat he was valued at, 'Zech, x 1; 
F4;'3;2 I confef$it's. avotidet tieakded homore; knowing how: 
niuch they longed for his Blood; -andthar they: offered+rio\more 
for him : but how then ſhould'the'Seriprures have-been fulfilled! 
Owwhar a Sale was:this ! 'to (ell that Blood, which all the Gold and: 
Silver in the World-is not wortty-.one: drop of, ' for arrifte-+'Still 
__ the Wickednels-of rhis Fatrifes higher and higher. © 11/54 7 
5--He lefe Chriſt tn moſt Heavenly and excetlenoImployment} Had dubis & 
whey he 2went "to! mike this: SbubundoingiBargain'-Borifihe Berhania abiirg | 
wehe way fforn-che Fable, #3-ſomeithinle;'! chew he Jets. Chrigt/udi Dominum 
infliceting and adminiſtring thoſe Heavenly Signs ofhis Body-and\;11ne gorth”” | 
Blood : Therehe ſaw, or might have ſeen the bloody work he'cian! &: attis - 
was gging-abone;'- ated as in a figute-before-him. '-If:: he "fare fubduxir in 
out-'that' 'Orditiancey 'as others ſuppoſe he did; ther he left poem, yel 
Chyiſt ſinging 'a' Heavenly: Hymn; and-preparing//to jo Where: 1Þ Provexeu. 
7udas was prepating to'meettHiim. When'che' Lord/Jefas was in faria.. por. .: 
the moſt '{erious and: Heavenly: Exerciſe, the Wrerch {linked a< 
way-from him into the City, or elſe 'went urider pretence to buy 
ſome necefliries:* But his:defignwas-hot to: buy, bur co (ell, 
whatever his pretenceswere- * Nay; C91 e811 138 3811] 50! 2130 
6.” Whathe did was nordone by che perfwations of any. ' The 
High-pricft ſent'nor for hit, © and: withoue doubr-was:ſurprizet | 
when -he- came to him on- ſuch/an errand.” '*For itcould never' 
eater. into. any of. their Hearts, that any of his own * Diſciples' 
coild- ever: be 'drawn-irito a confederacy againſt him. No, he 
went is ak Voluttier,.' offetiong/thimſelf-ro/ this! work':* "which 
i hoighrens the bi; an hakes oat! of meaſure finfuly! 7”! 
"2; The maine? in which Tr an. 
- m 2 adds 
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adds further malignity to the Fat. He comes to Chriſt with 
fawning words and carriages, Hail Maſter, andkiſt him. Here's 
Honey 1a the Tongue, and Poiſon in the Hearc. Here's Hatred 
hid under lying Lips. This was the Man, and this was his Fac. 
Let us inquire, | | 

- Thirdly, 'The cauſe and motives of this Wickedneſs, how 
he came to attempt, and perpetrate ſuch a Villany. aldonate 
the 7e/uir criminates the Proteſtant Divines, for affirming thac 
God. had a hand in ordering, and: over-ruling this Fat. - But we 
14 quaneum fy that Satan and: his-own: Luſt was che impullive cauſe of ic; 
fait re;hox, That God,:a5it was a wicked Treaſon, permitted it z-and as it 
proditio, fecit Wasa delivering Chriſt to Death, was not only the permicter, bur 
Judas, Sara- the wiſe and holy DireQor or Orderer of it, and by the Wiſdom 
na ; 6.1 ce; of his Providence over-ruledit to the great good and adyantage of 
ng the Churchyin reſpett of which happy ifſue, «de his Treaſon is 
tradirio, illa Called feix ſeelrs, a happy Wickedaels. Satan inſpired the Motion, 
fair occulrum Lyk,zz 3,4;>Zhenentred Satan into Jydas,: fruamed Iicariot, and he 
Dei judicium, eur bis way, &c. his own Luſts like dry Tinder kindled preſently : 
pon bs og bis Heart was covetous; there was prediſpoſed matter enough for 
fpettans. Uri- the Devil to work on, fo that it was but touch and rake. Yer/. 25. 
que totum. il- They covenahted to give-him Money, and he promiſed, &c... 
Ind opus D<-... - The: Holy-God dHpoſed, : and ordered all: this to the ſingular 
um non M® Henefit and good of his People 3 As 4. 28. they did whatſoever 
nay ns Hg bis Hand and Counſel had before determined to be done, And by this de- 
miſſorem, ſed terminate Counſel of God was he taken and flaia, As 2. 23. 
& ſfapienriſ©- Yet this no. way excuſes the-wickedneſs of the Inftraments.: for 
ſimum auth?- whar they did, was done. from the power of their own Lufts, 


rem arque - poſt wickedly; what he did, was done in:the unſearchable depth. 


regorem. .. 


habuir, Par...of his own Wifdom, -moſt holy. - God-knows how-to ſerve his 


own ends by the very Sins-of Men, and yet have no communion 
at all in the Sin he ſo over-rules. If a man let goa Dog out of 


his hand in purſuit of a Hare, the Dog hunts meerly for a Prey ;- 


but he that lec him go, uſes the ſagacity and -nimbleneſs of the. 
Dog ta ferve his own ends by it. - Tod? minded - nothing but his 
own advantage to get Money : God permitted that Luſt ro work, 
but ever-ruled the jſſue co his own eternal Glory, and the falya- 
rion of our Souls. | | 

Fourthly, And:Laſtly, But what was the end and iſſue of: this 
EaQt>As:to Chrift, it was his Deathz,for the Hour being came, he. 
doth not meditate an eſcape; nor-put forth the- power of his God-: 
head. to.;deliver lymnſclf.out of their Hands. . Indeed he Hed 

| 45 Say | what. 
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what he could do, when he made them. go back and ſtagger with 
a Word. He could obtain more than twelve Legions of Angels, to 
have been his Life-guard 3 one of whom had been ſufficient to 
have coped with all the Kcman Legions : bur how then ſhould the 
Scriptures be fulfilled, or our Salvation accompliſhed? No, he 
reſiſts not, but 7d: delivering him into their hands at that time, 
was his Death. | 

And what got he as a Reward of his Wickedneſs It ended in 
the rain both of his Soul and Body. For immediately a Death- 
pang of Deſpair ſeized his Conſcience 3 which was ſo intolerable; 
chat he ran to the Halter fora Remedy 3 and fo falling he2dlong 
he burſt aſunder, and all his bowels guſhed out, A4&s 1.18. And 
now he thathad no Bowels for Chriſt, hath none for himſelt. 
As for his Soul, it wens to its ow» place, verl. 25. even the place 
appointed for the Son of perdition, as- Chriſt calls him, ob» 17. 
xz. His Name retains an odious ſtench to this day, and ſhall co 
all Generations: It's a By-word, a Proverb of Reproach: This 
was his End. We will next improve it. 

- Ma . Corollary 1, 

Hencein the firſt place we learn, that the *greateſt Profeſſors had 
need be jealous of their own Hearty, and look well to the grounds and prin- 
ciples of their Profeſſions. One of the Antiemts wold have had.this- 
Epicaph engraven upon 7*4as his Tombſtone, #s £xu 71; ceaay,,. 
ves 2, 3, e, Lerevery one that beholds me, learn to be god- 
ly. indeed,. te be ſincere in his profeſſion, and love- Chriſt more 
unfeignedly chan I did. O Profeſlors, look to your Foundation, - 
and build not-apon the Sand, as this poor. Creature .did.: Thar's - 


| ſound advice indeed which the Apoſtle gives, 1 Cor. 10. 1,2. Let 
him that thinks he fandeth, take heed left hefall, Obewareof a loole Debile funds: 


Foundation, If you begin your profeſſion as 7«da.did, no won- menctum fallic 
OPUS. 


der if it ſhallend as his did. qe: 
1, Beware therefore you hold not the. Truth .in Uanrighteoul- - 


neſs: ?=das did (0.3 he knew much, but lived not up to what he 
knew, for he was ſtill of a worldly Spiric.in the height of his Pro- 
feffion. His Knowledg never had any- ſaving influence upon his 
Hearc. He preacht. to others, but he himſelf. was a Caſt-away. 
He had much Light, bur ſtil] walked. in Darkneſs. He had no 
knowledg to: do himſelf good. . i ds 

2, Beware you live not ina courſe of ſecret Sig. _ 7«das did fo,” 
and that washis ruin, He madea Profeſſion indeed, and caxyied . 


it (moothly 3 bur. he was a Thief, .?ob. 12.6. He made. nacon- 
SO ſcience .. 
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"Judas's Treaſon opened and applied - 
ſcience.of committing the Sin, ſo-he could but. cover and hideic 
from Men. - This helped on his ruin; and ſo it will thine, Rea- 
der, -if thou be guilty herein: 'A ſecret way of {inning, under 


| acovert of Profeſſion, will either*break out atlaſt to the: Obſer- 
. vation-of Men, or el(e-ſlide thee down inſenfibly to Hell, and 


leave thee only this comforr, that no body ſhall know thou att 


. there. 


/ Beware of hypocritical: pretences / of Religion, to accom- 


' modate ſelf-ends. . Judas was'a Manthat had :notable '$kill this 


way. *Hehad a mind:ro/ fill his:own -Purſe by: the ſale: of .thar 


_ coſtly Ointment-which- 44479 beſtowed upon her Saviour's: feer. 


And*whata neat cover had he ficted forit, to do his buſineſs clear- 
ly; Why, faith he, this might! have been fold for three hundred pence, 


" and gion to the:poot,” Hetec was Charity to the poor, © or rather 


poor” Charity © for this vas onlyia-blind - to his baſe felf-ends?. 
O Chriſtian, be plain-hearted;' take heed of craftand'cunning.m 
matters of Religion: This ſpoiFd: 7udas. q | 

4. Beware of ſelf-confidence.  f7adas was a very confident man 
of himſelf. Laf? of all Judas ſaid; Mafter is is I? Matth. 26. zx. 
But he that was left in*the Snſpicion. was it in. the Tran/zreſſiin. 
He that traft#th his own Heart 4s a*Fool,' faith Solomon, Prov. 28. 26. 
ſactya Fool was this great Profeſſor. It will be: your wifdom to» 


 keepa jealous Eye upon your own: Hearts, and ſtil! ſuſpect their 


faireſt Pretences. : | 
5.1 you will not do as Fude»did; nor:come:to ſuch an End as. 


| he-dig,: 'take heed you live not uaprofitably' under: the means-of : 
rac 


Grace, 7«d«« had'the beſt-means*of. Grace: that: ever; Man en-" 
joyed.- Heheard Chriſt 'himſelf preach, he joined often. with 


©. himin Prayer, 'but he was never the better for-it all; © it was but 
as'the wateri 
-but rot it the ſooner. Never was there-airotren Branch fo richly. 


of a dead Stick, which will never make it grow, 


watered 28 he-was.'''O-''tisa fad /Sin,-and a fad: Srroo,-when 
Met/and Women live undet'the-Golþel'from year toyear,. and'' 
never the better. - I warn youto'beware'of thelrevils; all ye.thar. 
profeſs Religion. Let theſe Papa by which 7d went down 
ro his own place, territy Torfiogs ollowing him in them. | 
515 18H 201 2009112 IC 203 3497 ho rf, = 
Learn hence alſo, that eminent Knowlddo md: Profeſſion pats a ſpec | 
cial lid eminent aggyavationupon Sini JadasTſcariot,onr ofithe trictue. 
Poor-wrerch, better had ir been *forthim} if hethad never been; 
numbred'with'them, nor enbglyned' with ſo much Knowleds = 7 
A | e 
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he was endued with : for this rent his Conſcience to pieces; when - 
*he refleted on what he had done, and preſently run him into 
the gulf of Deſpair. To fin againſt clear Light, is to fin with 
a high hand. Ir's that which makes a ſad waſte of the Conſcience. 
That without doubt which now torments this poor Soul in Hell, 
:15 thar he ſhould go againſt his Light, againſt his Profeſſion, to 
'gratify a baſe Luſt cohis eternal ruin. Had he known no better, 
:1rhad been more excuſable. Thoſe that had a hand in the Death 
"bf Chriſt through 'Miſtake and Ignorance, were capable to 're- 
ceive the Pardon of their Sin by that Blood they ſo ſhed, AZ. 3, 
17,19. compared. Take heed therefore of abuſing Knowlede, 
and putting a force upon Conſcience. - | 

| deco Corollary 3. 

Learn hence in the third place, That aprixcipled Profeſſors will 
ſooner or Iater become ſhameful Apoſtates, 7adas was an unprincipled 
Profeſſor, and fee whar he came ro. Ambition invited Simer 
Magu: to the profeſſion of Chrift, he would be &5 w#xs, ſome 
great one. And how quickly, did the rottennefs of his Principles 
difcover themſelves in the ruin of his: Profeffion? That which 
wants a Root, muſt needs wither,. as Chriſt ſpeaks, 2arrh. 13. 

20, 21. that which'is the predominant-Intereſt will prevail, and 
fwiy with us inthe day -of our trial. Hear me alt you that pro- - 
feſs Religion, and have.given your Names to Chriſt ; it that Pro- 
feſſfion be not builr-upon a folid and real - work-of Grace upon - 
your Hearts, .you ſhall never. honour Religion, .nor ſave your-- 
Souls by it. ' O' is your Union with Chriſt, that like a Spring - 
maintains your Profeſſion. - Somuchas you areunited co Chrift, 11; quay ® 
ſo much conſtancy, ſteadine(s, and evennefs you will-manifeſt in tenus unimur-- 
the Duties of Religion, and no more. | 
O Brethren, when he that profeſſes Chriſt for Company, ſhall- 
be left alone as Paulwas : When' he that made Religiona ſtirrup 
to help him into the Saddle of Prefermeat and Honour, ſhall fee 
that he is ſo advanced to be drawn forth into Chriſt's Camp, and: 
endure the-- heat ofthe day, and not to take his pleaſure; ina - 
yvord, vvhen he ſhall ſee all things about him-di Ouran and - 
threatning, his-deareſt Intereſt on Earth expoſed for Religion © 
fake ; and he hativno Faith to ballance his-prefent Lofles with 
his future Hopes: I fay, when it comes to this, yourſhall then ſee 
the rottenneſs of many Hearts diſcovered. -- And 7adas may have + 
many Fellows, who will part with Chriſt for the Woffd as he -- 
aid, - Otherefore:look well to your” Foundation, *-* © * _ h 
oro ary F 
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Corollary 4. 
Moreover, in this Example of 7«das you may read this Truth ; 
That Men and Women are never in more eminent danger, than when they 
meet with Temptations exatth ſuted to their maſter-luſts,to their own Ini. 
quity, Opray, pray, that ye may be kept from a violent ſuta- 
ble Temptation. Satan knows that when a Man is tried here, 
he falls by the Roor. The love of this World was all along ?«- 
4 his Maſter-fin, and ſome conjecture he was a married man, 
and had a great charge; but that is conjectural, it was his predo- 
minant Luſt. The Devil found- our this, and ſured ic wich a 
Temptation, which fully hit his Humour, and it carries him im- 
mediately. This is the dangerous Crifs of the Soul. Now you 
ſhall ſee what it is, and what it will do. Put Money before 7=das, 
and preſently you ſhall ſee what the Man is. 
Corollary 5. | 
Hence in like manner we are inſtracted, That no Man knows 
. _ where ke ſhall flop, when he firſt engages himſelf in a way of Sin. 
"opp + wh Wickednefs, as well as Holineſs, is not born in its-full ſtrength, 
mls wh. but grows up to it by inſenſtble degrees. So did the Wicked- 
neſs of 7adas. I believe, he himſelf never thought he ſhould 
have done what he did: and if any ſhould have told him in the 
firſt beginning of his Profeſſion, Thou ſhalt (ell che Blood of 
Chriſt for Money, thou ſhalt deliver him moſt perfidiouſly into 
their hands that ſeek his Lifez he would have anſwered as Haza- 
el did to Eliſha, But what i thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould ds this 
great thing ?. 2 King. 8.13. His Wickednels firſt diſcovered ir fc1f 
in murmuring and diſcontent, taking a pique at ſome ſmall 
matters againſt Chriſt, as you may find by comparing ?obr 6. 
from wer. 60 to 70. with John 12, from verſc 3 to 9. bur ſee to 
-what it ps at laſt, That Luſt or Temptation that ar firſt is 
bur a little Cloud, as big as a Man's hand, may quickly overſpread 
the whole Heaven, Ir is in our engaging in Sin, as in the mo- 
tion of a Stone down the Hill, Yires acquirit, exndo, it ſtreng- 
thens.it ſelf by going; and the longer it runs, the mare violent, 
Beware of the {malleſt beginnings of Temptations. No wife 
Man will neglect or flight the ſmalleſt ſpark of fire, eſpecialy if 
he (ee it among many Barrels of Gunpowder. You carry Gun- 
powder about yov, O take heed of ſparks. 
/ : | Corollary 6. 


Did Þ:da ſell Chriſt for Mony ? What a potent Conqueroy is the love 
f this World ! How many hatli it caſt down wounded? What 
_ great 


Serm.23. for a warning to all Profeſſors. 
great Profeſſors have been dragg'd at its Chariot-wheels as its 
Captives? Hymenens and Philetus, Ananias and Saphira, Demas 
ang Fxdas, with thouſands and tenthouſands ſince their days, led 
away in triumph. It drowns Men in perdition, 1 Tim. 6.9, In 
that Pit of perdition, this Son of perdition fell, and never roſe 
more. O you that (@ court and proſecute ir, that ſo love and ad- 
mireit, make a ſtand here; pauſea little upon. this Example ; 
conſider ro what it brought this poor Wretch whom I have pre- 
ſented to you dead, eternally dead, by the mortal Wound that 
the love of chis World gave him ; it deſtroyed both Soul and Bo- 
dy. Plizy tells us that the Mermaids delight to be in green Me- 
dows, into which they draw Men by their inchanting Voices ; 
bur, faith he, there always lie heaps of dead Mens bones by them. 
A lively Emblem of a bewirching World ! Good had it been for 
many Profeflors of Religion, if they had never known what the 
Riches, and Honours, and Pleaſures of this World meant. 

Cordllary 7, 

Did 7445 fanfy fo much Happineſs in a little Money, that he 
would (ell Chriſt ro get it? Learn then, That which Men promiſe 
themſelves much pleaſure and cortentment in, in the way of Sin, may 
prove the greateſt Curſe and Miſery to them that ever befel them in the 
World. (2 thoughr it was a brave thing to get Money ; he fan- 
fied much happineſs in it : bur how fick was his Conſcience as ſoon 
as he had ſwallowed it.! O cake it again faith he; it grip'd him to 
the Heart. Heknows not what to do to rid himſelf of that Mo- 
ney. Give me Children (ſaid Rache/) or I die: ſhe hath Chil- 
dren, and they prove her death. O mortify your Fanctes to the 
World; pur no neceſſity npon Riches. They thar will be rich, fall 
into Temptations, and many hurtful Luſts, which drawn Men in perdi- 
tion, 1 Tim.6:9, You may live your deſires with a curſe. He 
that brings home a pack of fine Clothes infected with the Plague, 
ha$no ſuch great Bargain of ir, how cheap foever he bought them, 

Corollary 8. | | 

Was there one, and but one of the twelve that proved a 7adas, 

a Traitor to Chriſt? Learn thence, That it is a moſt unreaſonable 


thing tobe prejudiced at Religion, and the ſincere Profeſſors of it, becauſe | 


ſome that profeſs it,"prove naught and vile, 

' - Should che Eleven ſuffer for one 7udas? Alas, they abhorr'd 

both the Traitor and his Treaſon. - As well might che High-prieſt, 

and his Servants have condemned Peter, 7ohv, and all the reſt, 

-whoſe Souls abhorredthe Wickedneſs. If 7adas proved a vile 
Nan Wretch, 
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Corollary 4. 
Moreover, in this Example of ?«das you may read this Truth ; 
That Men and Women are never in more eminent danger, than when they 
meet with Temptations exatty ſuted to their maſter-luſts,to their own Ini- 
quity,, Opray, pray, that ye may be kept from a violent ſura- 
ble Temptation. Satan knows that when a Man is tried here, 
he falls by the Roor. The love of this World was all along ?«- 
4 his Maſter-fin, and ſome conje&ure he was a married man, 
and had a great charge; but that is conjetural, it was his predo- 
minant Luſt. The Devil found- our this, and fured ic wich a 
Temptation, which fully hit his Humour, and it carries him im- 
mediately. This is the dangerous Criſs of the Soul. Now you 
ſhall ſee what it is, and what it will do. Put Money before 7=das, 
and preſently you ſhall ſee what the Man is. 
Corollary 5. | 
Hence in like manner we are inſtracted, That vo Man knows 
: _ where ke ſhall ftop, when he firſt engages himſelf in a way of Sin. 
memo referte  Wickednefs, as well as Holineſs, is not born in its-full ſtrengeh, 
=D js, but grows up to it by inſenſtble degrees. So did the Wicked- 
neſs of 7adas. I believe, he himſelf never thought he ſhould 
have done what he did: and if any ſhould have told him in the 
firſt beginning of his Profeſſion, Thou ſhalt ſell the Blood of 
Chriſt for Money, thou ſhalt deliver him moſt perfidiouſly into 
their hands that ſeek his Life; he would have anſwered as Haza- 
el did to Eliſha, But what is thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould do this 
great thing ?. 2 King. 8.13. His Wickednels firſt diſcovered ir ſc]f 
in murmuring and diſcontent, taking a pique at ſome ſmall 
matters againſt Chriſt, as you may find by comparing ?ohby 6. 
from ver. 60 to 70. with John 12, from werſ; 3 to g. bur ſee to 
-what it pan at laſt, That Luſt or Temptation that ar firſt is 
bur a little Cloud, as big as a Man's hand, may quickly overſpread 
the whole Heaven, Ir is in our engaging in Sin, as in the mo- 
tion of a Stone down the Hill, Pires acquirit, exndo, it ſtreng- 
chens it (elf by going and the longer it runs, the mare violent. 
Beware of the {malleſt beginnings of Temptations. No wile 
Man will neglect or flight the ſmalleſt ſpark of .fire, eſpecially if 
he ſee it among many Barrels of Gunpowder. You carry Gun- 
powder about you, O take heed of ſparks. | 
2 HR Corollary 6. Ss 
Did $-4a- fell Chriſt for Mony ? har 4 potent Conqueror s the love 
of this World! How many hath it caſt down wounded? What 
| great 
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great Profeſſors have been dragg'd at its Chariot-wheels as its 
Caprives? Hymeneus and Philetus, Ananias and Saphira, Demas 
ang fudas, with thouſands and renthouſands ſince their days, led 
away 10 triumph. It drowns Men in perdition, 1 Tim. 6. 9, In 
that Pit of perdition, this Son of perdition fell, and never roſe 
more. O you that (@ court and proſecute ir, that ſo love and ad- 
mireit, make a ſtand here; pauſea little upon. this Example 3 
conſider ro what it brought this poor Wretch whom I havepre- 
ſented to you dead, eternally dead, by the mortal Wound that 
the love of chis World gave him ; it deſtroyed both Soul and Bo- 
dy. Plizy tells us that the dermaids delight to be in green Me- 
dows, into which they draw Men by their inchanting Voices 5 
bur, faich he, there always lie heaps of dead Mens bones by them. 
A lively Emblem of a bewitching World ! Good had it been for 
many Profeſſors of Religion, if they had never known what the 
Riches, and Honours, and Pleaſures of this World meant. 
Cordllary 7, 

Did 74a; fanſy fo much Happineſs in a little Money, that he 
would fell Chriſt to get it? Learn then, That which en promiſe 
themſelves much pleaſure and cortentmtut in, in the way of Sin, may 
prove the greateſt Carſe and Miſery to them that ever befel them in the 
World. qo thoughr it was a brave thing to get Money ; he fan- 
fied much happineſs in it : bur how ſick was his Conſcience as ſoon 
as he had (yallowed it! O cake it again faith he; it grip'd him to 
the Heart. Heknows not what to do to rid himfelf of char Mo- 
ney. Give me Children (ſaid Rachel) or I die: ſhe hath Chil- 
dren, and they prove her death. O mortify your Fancies to the 
World; put no neceſſity npon Riches. They thar will be rich, fall 
into Temptations, and many hurtful Laſts, which drown Men in perdi- 
tion, 1 Tim.6:9. You may lave your delires with a curſe. - He 
that brings home a pack of fine Clothes infected with the Plague, 
ha$no ſuch great Bargain of ir, how cheap {oever he bought them. 

| Corollary 8. | 

Was there one, and but one of the twelve that proved a 7«das, 

a Traitor to Chriſt? Learn thence, That it is a moſt unreaſonable 


thing tobe prejudiced at Religion, and the ſincere Profeſſors of it, becauſe 


ſome that profeſs it,*prove naught and vile. - | 

Should the Eleven ſuffer for one 7udas ? Alas, they abhorr'd 
both the Traitor and his Treaſon. - As well might the High-prieſt, 
and his Servants have condemned Peter, 7ohn, and all the reſt, 


-whoſe Souls abhorred the Wickedneſs. If '7:4ss proved a vile 
| Nn Wretch, 
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Wretch, yet there was Eleven to one that remained upright: if 
«das proved naught, it was not his Profeſſion madehim fo, buc 
is Hypocriſy ; he never learnt it from Chriſt, 5 Relipon muſt 
be charged with all the marriages of its Profeſſors, then there 
15no pure Religion in the World. Name that Religion, among 
the Profeſſors whereof there is not one 7#das. Take heed, Rea- 
der, of prejudices againſt Godlineſs on this account. The deſign 
of. the Devil without doubt is, to undo thee eternally by them, 
Wa to the World becauſe of offences, Matth- 18.7, And what if God 
do permit theſe things to fall out, that thou mayſt be hardened 
in iniquity, confirmed in. {in by ſach occaſions3z and fo thy de- 
ſtru&ion brought about this way ? Bieſled is he that is not offend- 
ed at Chriſt. | 
Corollary 9. 2 og 
Did 7d: one of the twelvedo ſo? Learn thence, 7hat a &r:p 
.&f Grace # better than a Sea of Gifti, Gifts have ſome excellency 
inthem, but the way of Grace 1s the more excellent way, 1 Cer. 
12. 31. Gifts (as one faith) aredead Graces, but Graces are liv- 
ing Gifts. There's many a learned Head in Hell. Theſe are-not 
the things that accompany Salvation. Gifts are the Gold thar 
beautifies the Temple ; but Grace is as the Temple which fani- 
fies the Gold. One Tear, one Groan, one Breathing of an up- 
right Heart, is more than the Tongues of Angels. 

p 5m Chriſtian, thou art troubled chat thou canſt not ſpeak and 
pray ſo neatly, ſo handſomly, as ſome others can; but canſt thou 
go into a corner, and there pour out thy Soul affectionately, tho 
not rhetorically, tothy Father? trouble not thy ſelf. I's berter 
for thee to fee] one divine Impreſſion from God pon thy Heart, 
than to have ten thouſand fine Notions floating in thy Head. 7+- 
des Was a man of Parts; but what good did they do him ? 

Corollary 10, 
Did the Devil win the conſent of 7«dxs to ſuch a Deſign as 
this > Could heget no other but the Hand of an Apoſtle to al{- 
{iſt him ? Learn hence, That the Policy of Satan lies much in the choice 
of his Inſtruments he works by. No Bird (faith one) like a living 
irdto tempt others into the net. Pelagizs, Socinus, Bcc. were 
fit for that Work the Devil put them upon. A»fti» told an in- 


Cupic abs ce penijous young Scholar, The Devil coveted him for an Orna- 


= i Diabo- rene, He knows he hatha foul Cauſe to manage, and there- 


fore will get the faireſt Hand he can tO manage it with the leſs 


fuſpicion. 
Corollary 
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: Corollary II / 
Did ?-das one of the twelve do this? Then certainly Chriſtians 
ity approve, . and join with ſuch Menon Earth, whoſe faces they ſhall ne- 
ver fee in Heaven, The Apoſtles held communion 4 long time 
with this Man, and 'did nor ſuſpe& him. O pleaſenor your (elves 
therefore, that you have communion with the Saints here, and 
char they think' and ſpeak charitably of you. Al the Churches Rev. 2. 23. 
ſhall know (faith the Lord) that I am he that ſearcheth the heart and 
reins, and will give to every man as his work (hall be, In Heaven. we 
ſhall meet many that we never choughe to meet there, and mils 
many we were confident we ſhould ſee there. 
Corollary 12. | 
Laſtly, Did 7adas one of the twelve, a Man ſo obliged, rai(- 
ed and honoured by Chriſt, do this? Ceaſe then from Man, be 
not too confident, but beware of Men. Traft ye not in 4 Friend, Mic. 7. 5. 
put no confidence in a Guide, keep the door of thy Lips from her that li- 
eth in thy boſom : Not that there is no Sincerity inany Man, bur 
becauſe there is ſo much Hypocriſy in many Men, and ſo much 
Corruption in the beſt of Men, that we may not be too confi- 
dent, nor lay too great a ſtreſs upon any Man. Peter's modeſt 
expreſſion of Hlvanw is a pattern for us; Hlvanus, a faithful Bro- 1 Pet. 5.12, 
ther unto you (as I ſuppoſe.) The time ſhall come, ſaith Chriſt, thar 
Brother ſhall betray Brother to death, Mat.10.11, Your Charity for 
others may be your Duty, but your too great Confidence may 
be your Snare. Fear what others may do, but fear thy {elf more. 
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The Trial and Condemnation 


Revenge and Malice admits no delay, as fearing a reſcue by the 
People. # 


. When Herod had taken Peter, he committed him to Priſon b 


In tanta homi- intending after Eaſter to bring him forth to the People, Acts 12.4; But 
num colluvie theſe Men cannot ſleep till they have his Blood, and therefore 
the preparation of the Paſſover being come, they reſolve in all 
haſte to deſtroy him ; yer leſt it ſhould look .like a. downright 
contra jus, & Mutder, it ſhall! be formalized witha Trial. - This his 7ria! and 


Condemnation ate the two laſt Acts by which they prepared for his 
Death; and are both contained in this Context 3 in which we may. 
obſerve, 1, The Enditement, 2, The Sentence to which the Judg 
proceeded. | : 
I. The Enditement drawn up againſt Chriſt, wherein they ac- - 
cuſe himof many things, but can prove nothing. They charge 
him with Sedition, and Blaſphemy, but falcer ſhamefully in 
the Proof.. However, what is wanting in Evidence, - ſhall be 
ſupplied with Clamour and Importunity. For, ſaith the Text, 
they were inſt ant with loud Voices, requiring that he might bs crucified ; 
and their Voices prevailed : when they can neither prove the Sedi- 
tion, or Blaſphemy they charged him with, then crucify him, cru- 
cify him, muſt ſerve the turn, inſtead of all Witneſſes and Proofs. 
2, The Sentence. pronounced upon him 3 Pilate gave ſentence 
that it ſhould be as they required, 3, e, he ſentenced Chriſt to be nail- 
ed to the Croſs, and there to hang till he was dead. From both 
theſe we obſerve theſe two doctrinal Concluſions, 
Do&. 1. That the Trial of Chriſt for his Life, was managed moſt 
maliciouſly and illegally againſt him, by his unrighteous 7udges. 
Do&R. 2. Tho nothing could be proved againſt our Lord Feſws Chriſt - 


worthy of Death, or of Bonds; yet was he condemned to be nailed to 
the Croſs, and there to hang till he died, | 


I ſhall handle theſe two Points diſtinly intheir order, begin: - 
ning with the firſt, namely, Po gy | Fa 

DoR. 1. That the Trial of Chriſt for his Life, was managed moſt ma- 

licionſly and illegally againſt him, by his unrighteons Judges. _ 


Reader, here thou mayſt ſee the Judg of all the World ftand- - 


- ing himſelt to be judged; He that ſhall judg the World in Righ- 


revuſnefs, judged moſt unrighrceouſly 3 He that ſhall one day 
come to the Throne of Judgment, attended with thouſands and 
tn thouſands of Angels and Saints, Randing as a OREN 

$ : 
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Man's Bar, and there denied the common Right which a Thief oz 
Murderer might claim, and is commonly given them. 

To manifeſt the 1llegaliry of Chriſt's Trial, let the following 
particulars be heedfully weighed. * | 

1.:. That he was inhumanly abuſed both in Words and ARi- 
ons, before the Ccurt met, or any Examination was taken of the 
FaR: for as ſoon as they had taken him, they forthwith bound 
him, and led him away to the High-prieſt's houſe, Lzk. 22. 5 4. 
and there they that held him, mocked him, {mote him, blindfold- 
ed him, ſtroke him on the face, - and bid him propheſy who (mote 
him and many other things blaſphemouſly ſpake they againſt 
him; - ver. 63,64,65.. How illegal and barbarous a thing was this 2 
When they were but binding Pay! with Thongs, he thought 
himſelf - abuſed contrary to Law, and asked the Centurion thar 
ſtood by, 7s it lawful for you to ſcourge aman that is a Roman, and un- 
condemned ? 4, d. Is this legal? What, puniſh a Man firſt, and judg 
him afterwards ! But Chriſt was not only bound, but horribly a- 
buſed by them all that night, dealing with him as the Lords of 


the Philitines did with Sampſon, to whom -it was a ſport to abuſe 


him. . No Reſt had Jeſus that night; no more ſleep for him now 
in this World: O ic was a ſad night to him :; and this under Cai- 


apbas's own Root. 


2. As he was inhumanly abuſed before he was tried, ſo he vas - 
examined and judzed by a Court that had no Authority to try 


him. . Luk. 22.66. As ſoon as it wiis day, the Elders of the People, 
14d the Chief Prieſts, and the Scribes came together, and led him into 


their Council : This was the Fecleffaſtical Court, - the great Sanhe= 


&im, which, according to its firſt Conſtitution, ſhould confiſt of 


ſeventy grave, honourable; and learned Men; to whom were : 
to be referred all doubtful Matters, too hard for inferiour Courts | 


to decide. And theſe were to judg impartially and uprightly for 


God, as Men in whom was the Spirit of God; according to. 


God's Counſel to Xofes, Numb: 11.16, &c, In this Court the 
Righteous and Innocent might expect Relief and Protection. 
And that is conceived to- be the meaningg! Chriſt's words, - Luk, 
T 3. 33- It cannot be that a Prophet periſh 0 


ſach a Body) at this time preſided. And tlio there was till fome 


face. : 
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of - Jeruſalem 3: that is, - 
there Righteouſneſs and Innocency may expect-protection. - Bur | 
now, contrary to the firſt Conſtitution, it confiſted of a pack of - 
malicious Scribes and Phariſees, Men full of Revenge, Malice, - 
and all Unrighteouſneſs: And over theſe Caiaphas (a Head fit for 
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face of a Court among them, yertheir Power was now abridged 
by the Romans, that they could not hear and determin; judg and 
condemt.ia Capital marcers as formerly. For as tf their 
own Hiſtorian informs us, Hered-in the beginning-of his Reign 
cookaway this Power from them 3 and that Scripture ſeems to 
confirm-it, Joh: 18.31. 1s is not lawfhl for ms toput any Man to Death, 
and therefore they bring him to P/ate's Bar: He alſo underſtood 
him to be aGalilean ; and Herod being Terrarch of- Galilee, and at 
that time in 7er»ſa/em, he is ſent to him 3 and by him remitted to 
Pilate, 

3. As he was at firſt heard-and/judged by a Court that had no 
Authority to judg him 3 fo when he ſtood at Pilate s Bar, he was 
accuſed of perverting the Nation, and denying Tribute to Ce/ar, 
than which nothing was more notorioutly falſe. For as all his 
Dodrine was pure-and heavenly, and Malice it ſelf could nor 
find a flaw in itz. ſo he was always obſervant of the Laws under 
which he lived, and ſcrupulous of giving the leaſt juſt offence 
to the Civil Powers. Yea, he not only paid che Tribute him- 
felf, tho he might have pleaded exemption, bur charged it upon 
others as their duty ſo to do, Mat. 22. 24. Give unto Ceſar the 
things that are Ceſar's., And yet with ſuch palpable Untruths is 
Chriſt charged. F 

4. Yea, and what is moſt abominable, and unparallel'd ; to 
compaſs their malicious Deligns, they induſtriouſly labour to. 
ſubora falſe Witnefles to take. away his Life, nor ſticking at the 
grofleſt Perjury, and manifeſt Injuſtice, ſo they might deſtroy 
him. Sq you read, 24at. 26.59, Now the Chief Prieſts and E1- 
ders, and all the Council ſought falſe Witneſſes againſt-Feſur, to put him 
ro death, Abominable Wickedneſs:! For ſuch Men, and ſoma- 
ny,. to complot to ſhed the Blood.of the innocent,” by known 
and Rudied Perjury ! What. will not: Malice againſt Chriſt cranſ- 
port Men to? ; TT 

5. Moreover, the carriage of: the Court 'was moſt -infolent; 
and baſe towards him during-the-Trial : for whilſthe ſtood before 
them as a Priſoner. yet uncondemned, ſometimes they -are angry 


at him for his filence 3 and when he-ſpeaks, and. that pertinently | 


co the point, they ſmite him, onche- Month for ſpeaking; and” * 
ſcoffat what he ſpeaks. To ſome of cheir light frivolous and en- 
ſcarin door he is- ſilent, .not for-want of-an Anſwer, but- 
becauſe he heard nothing worthy of one. And to fulfil-whar' che-- 
Prophet /aia+ had lopg before predicted: of him 3 be was erpreſes, 
AN 
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and he was afflicted, yet he opened not þis month : He us brought a1 a Quia indig- 
Lamb tothe ſlaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he me : eſponſo 
| opened net his month, 1{a.5 3.7. as alſo to leave usa Precedent when :n.,n cnn. 
' to ſpeak, and when to beſilent, when we for his Name fake ſhall rem ; nen de- 
be brought before Governours: for ſuch Reaſons as theſe he fenſione deſti- 
ſometimes anſwers not a word, and then they are ready to con- ©2445, fed ur 
demn him for a Muce. A»/wereſt thou nothing ? * (faith the High- ['P _—_— 
Prieſt) what « it that theſe witneſs againſt thee ? Mat. 26. 62, Hears <a - _ : 
eft thou not how many things they witneſs againſt thee ? ſaith Pilate, 
| Mat. 27.15. | 
And when he makes his Detence in words of Truth and So- 

berneſs, they ſmite him for ſpeaking: Joh. 18. 22. 4nd when he 

had thus ſpoken, one of the Officers which ſtood by, ſtroke Jeſus with the 

palm of his Hava, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou the High-Prieſt ſo? And 

what had he ſpoken ro exaſperate them 2 Had he ſpoken imperti- 

nently ? Not at all. What he ſaid was but this, whea they would 

have had him inſnare himſelf with his own Lips ; 7e/ſwu anſwered, 1 

ſpake openty in the World, I ever taught in the Synagogue, and in the Tem- 

ple whitker the Jews alw«ys refort, and mn ſecret bave I ſaid nothing. Why 

ackeſft thou me ? ack them that heard me, behold they know what 1 ſaid: 

4.4. 1 am not obliged to accuſe and enſnare my ſelf, bat you 

ought to proceed /ecrndum allegata & prebata, according towhat 

is alledged and proved. Did he deferve a Blow on his mouth for 

this? O who but himifelf could have ſo patiently digeſted ſuch 

Abuſes ! Under all this he ſtands in perſe& Innocency and Pati- 

ence, making no other return to that Wretch that ſmote him but 

this, 1f 1 have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil; but if well, why 
fmiteſt thou me ? 

- 6. Laſtly, To inſtance in no more : He 1s condemned to die 

by that very Mouth which had once and again profeſſed he found 

no fault in him. He had heard all that could be alledged againſt 

him, and ſaw it was a perfect = of Malice and Envy. When 

they urge Pi/atero proceed to ſentence himz why, faith he, hat 

evil hath he done ? Mat. 27.23. Nay inthe Preface to the very 

Sentence ir ſelf, he acknowledges him to be a juſt Perſon, ar. 

27. 24. When Pilate ſaw he conld prevail nothing, but that rather a Tw- 

mult was made, he tock water, and waſhed hus hands before the Mnlti- 

tude, and ſaid, Tam innocent of the Blood of this juft Perſon, ſee ye to 

ze, Here the Innocency of Chriſt brake out like the Sun wad- 

ing out of a Cloud, convincing the Conſcience of his Judg that 

he was juſt; and yethe muſt give Sentence on him for all thar, 
to pleaſe the People. Infer- 
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face of a Court among them, yettheir Power was-now abridged 
by the Romans, that they could not hear and determin; judg and 
condemii.ia Capital:matters. as formerly. For as 7o/ephr their 


Antiq. ib. 14, own Hiſtorian informs us, Mered in the begioning-of his Reign 
cap. 1Þ 


rooktaway this Power from them 3 and that Scripture ſeems to 
confirm it, Joh: 1.8.31. 1c is not lawfnl for us to put any Man to Death, 
and therefore they bring him to P:late's Bar: Healſo underſtood 
him ro be 2Galilean 3 and Herod being Terrarch of. Galilee, and at 
that time in 7er»ſalem, he is ſent ro bim 3 and by him remitted co 
Pilate. | 

3. As he was at firſt heard-and judged by a Court that had no 
Authority to judg him z ſo when he ſtood at Pi/are's Bar, he was 
accuſed of perverting the Nation, and denying Tribute to Ce/ar, 
than which nothing was more notoriouſly falſe. For as all his 
Dorine was. pure and heavenly, and Malice it ſelf could noc 
find a flaw in itz. fo he was always obſervant of the Laws under 
which he lived, and ſcrupulous of giving the leaſt juſt offence 
to the Civil Powers. Yea, he not only paid che Tribute him- 
felf, tho he might have pleaded exemption, bur charged it upon 
others as their duty ſo to do, Mat. 22. 24. Give unto Ceſar the 
things that are Ceſar's. And yet with ſuch palpable Untruths is 
Chriſt charged. F : 

4. Yea, and what is moſt abominable, and unparallel'd ; to 
compaſs their malicious Deſigns, they induſtriouſly labour ro 
ſuborn falſe Witnefles to take. away his Life, not ſticking at the 
groſſeſt Perjury, and- manifeſt Injuſtice, ſo they might deſtroy 
him. Sqyou read, at. 26.59. Now the Chief Prieſts and El1- 
ders, and all the Council ſought falſe Witneſſes againſt Feſus, to put him 
to death,  Abominable Wickedneſs! For fuch Men, and ſo-ma- 
ny, to complot to ſhed the Blood:of the innecent, by - known 
and Rudied Perjury. ! What will not: Malice againſt Chriſt tranſ-: 
port Men to? 25 

5. Moreover, the carriage of, the Court was moſt infolent, 
and baſe towards him during the-Trial: for whilſthe ſtood before 
them as a Priſoner. yet uncondemned, ſometimes they -areangry 
at him for his filence 3 and when he.ſpeaks, and- that pertinently - 
co the point, they ſmite him, onthe - Month: for ſpeaking; and- 
ſcoffat what he ſpeaks. To ſome of cheir lighe frivolous and en- 
ſnarin Quotionale is - filent, -not for want of-an-Anſwer,. but. 

cauſe he heard nothing worthy:of one.. And to fulfil what! che- 
Prophet Iſaiah had long before predicted: of -him : be was erpreſes, 
; an 
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and he was afflifted, yet he opened not his menth : He us brought @s a Quia indig- 
Lamb tothe ſlaughter, and as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo be me Maps" 
opened not his month, 1ſa.5 3.7. as alſo to leave usa Precedent when non am 
to ſpeak, and when to beſilent, when we for his Name fake ſhall rem ; nen de- 
be brought before Governours: for ſach Reaſons as theſe he fenſione deſti- 
ſometimes anſwers not a word, and then they are ready to con- ©2us, fed ur 
demn him for a Mute. A»/wereſt thou nothing ? (faith the High- ut b 
Prieſt) what & it that theſe witneſs againſt thee ? Mat. 26. 62, Hears {Sn _ s 
eft thow nat how many things they witneſs againſt thee ? ſaith Pilate, 

_ Mat. 27.15. 

_ And when he makes his Detence in words of Truth and So- 

berne(s, they ſmite him for ſpeaking: Joh. 18. 22. And when he 

had thus ſpoken, one of the Officers which ftood by, ſtroke Jeſus with the 

palm of hus Hand, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou the High-Prieſt ſo? And 

what had he ſpoken ro exaſperate them > Had he ſpoken imperti- 

nently ? Notat all. What he ſaid was but this, whea they would 

have had him inſnare himſelf with his own Lips ; 7e/az anſwered, 1 

ſpake openly in the World, I ever taught in the Synagogue, and in the Tem- 

ple whitker the Jews alv7+y5 reſort, and im ſecret bave 1 ſaid mthing. Why 

akeſt thou me ? ack them that heard me, behold they know what 1 ſaid: 

4.4. T am not obliged to accuſe and enſnare my ſelf, bart you 

ought oO proceed ſecundim allegata. & prebata, according towhar 

is alledged and proved. Did he deſerve a Blow on his mouth for 

this? O who but himſelf could have ſo patiently digeſted ſuch 


Abuſes ! Under all this he ſtands in perſe& Innocency and Pati- | | 
— 


ence, making no other return to that Wretch that ſmote him but 
this, If 1 have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil; but if well, why 
fmiteſt thou me ? : 

- 6. Laſtly, To inſtance in no more : He is condemned to die 
by that very Mouth which had once and again profeſſed he found 
no fault in him. He had heard all that could be alledged againſt 
him, and ſaw it was a perfect = of Malice and Envy. When 
they urge Pi/atero proceed to fentence hims why, faith he, hat 
evilhath he done ? Mat. 27. z3. Nay inthe Preface to the very 
Sentence ir ſelf, he acknowledges him to be a juſt Perſon, ar. 
27.24. When Pilate ſaw he conld prevail nothing, but that rather a Tw- 
mult was made, he took water, and waſhed his hands befere the ultsi- 
tude, and ſaid, Fam innocent of the Blood of this juſt Perſon, ſee ye to 
;zr, Here-the Ianocency of Chriſt brake out like the Sun wad- 
ing out of a Cloud, convincing the Conſcience of his = that 
he was juſtz and yethe muſt give Sentence on him for all char, 
to pleaſe the People. Infer- 
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Was Chriſt thus uſed when he ſtood before the great Council, 
the Scribes and Elders of 1/ae!? Then ſurely great - en are not 


. always wiſe, neither do the Aged underſtand Judgment, JD: 32. 9. Here 


were many great Men, many aged Men, many politick Men in 
Council ; butnot one wile or good Min among them. In this 


- Council were Men of Parts and Learning, Men of great Abi- 
. lities, and by ſo much the more pernicious, and able co-do mil- 


chief, Wickedneſs in a great or learned Man, is, like Pojſon given 
in Wine, the,imore operative and deadly. Chiilt's greateſt Ene- 
mies were ſuch as theſe. Heathex Pilate had more pity for him 
than ſuperſtitions Caiaphas, Lnther tells us, that his greateſt Ad- 
verſaries did not rife out of the Ale-houles or Brothel-houſes, 
but out of - Monafteries, Convents, and Religious Houſes, 
Inference 2, 
Hence alſo we learn, That tho we are not obliged to anſwer every 


. Eaptious, idle, or enſnaring Queſtion, yet we are bound faithfully ts 


awn 4nd confeſs the Truth when we are ſolemnly called therennto, 
It's true, Chriſt was ſometimes filear, .and as a deaf man that 
heard not ; but when the Queſtion was ſolemnly pur, Art thox the 


. Chriſt, the Son of the Bleſſed ? 7eſus ſaid, Tam, . Mark 14. 61, 62. 


He knew that Anſwer would coſt his Life, and yet he dare nor. 
deny it. Oa this account the Apoſtle ſaith, he witneſſed agood Con- 
feſſion before Pontius Pilate, 1 Tim. 6. 13, Herein Chriſt hath ru- 
led out the way of our Duty, and by his own Example as well as 
Precept obliged us to a ſincere confeſſion of him, and his Truth, 
when we are required lawfully fo ro do, iv. when we are before 
a lawful Magiſtrate, and the Queſtionsare not curious or capti- 
ous ; when we cannot hold our peace, but our Silence will be 
interpretatively a denying of che Truth ; finally, when'the Glo- 
ry of .God, Honour of his Truth, and Edification of others is 
more attainable by our open Confeſſion, than ir can be by our 
Silence: thea muſt we with Chriſt, give dire, plain, and fin- 
cere Anſwers. bg = | 
It was the old Pri/cilia» Error to allow Men to deny or diſlem- 
ble their Profeſſion, when an open Confeffion would infer danger. 
But you know what Chriſt hath ſaid, ar. 10. 33. WPhoſcever ſhall 
deny me before en, him will I deny before my Father which is in Hea- 
ves, Chriſt will repay him in hisown Coin. It was a noble 
Saying of couragious Zinglime, Whar Deaths would Tnot chooſe? 
What Puniſhment would I not undergo? Yea, into what gh o 
- | e 
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Hell would Inot rather chooſe to be thrown, . than to witneſs a- Quas non 0- 
 gainſt my Conſcience ? Truth can never be bought dear, nor ſold PIX morres 
cheap. The Lord Jeſus, you ſee, owns Truth with the emi- 23</8<: 

nent and inſtant hazard of his Life. "The whole Cloud of Wit- > r5-my A 
neſſes have followed him therein, &ev.14.1. We our ſelves once us ferre ? 1m 
openly owned the ways of Sin : And ſhall we not do as much in quam pro- 
for Chriſt, as we then did for the Devil > Did wethen glory in fam inter- 
.our Shame, and ſhall we now be aſhamed of our Glory > Do nay 


not we hope Chriſt will own us at the great Day ! Why, if we quam « 
confeſs him, he alſo will confeſs us. O think on the reaſonable- nakinaiays 


neſs of chis Duty. atreſtare? 

Inference 3. _ 
Once more; hence it follows, That to bear the Revilings, Con- 
tradiftions and Abuſes of Men with a mech, compoſed and even Spirit, 
5 excellent ard Chriſt-like. He ſtood before them as a Lamb; he 
rendred not railing for railing z he endured the concradiQions of 
Sinners againſt himſelf. Imicate Chriſt in his Meekneſs. He 
calls you fo todo, Har. 11.28. This will be convincing to your 
Enemies, comfortable for your ſelves, and honourable for Religi- 
on: And as for your Innocency, God will clear it up as Chriſt's 


. Was. 
You have heard the illegal Trial of Chriſt, how inſolently ic 


was managed againſthim 3 well, right or wrong, innocent or 
guilty, his Blood is reſolved upon : *Tis bought and ſold before 
hand; and if nothingelſe will doit, Menaces and Clamours 
ſhall conſtrain Pilate to condemn him. Whence our ſecond 


Note was, 


Do. 2. That tho nothing conld be proved againſt or Led 7eſus + 
Chriſt worthy of Death, or of Bonas ; yet was he condemned to be 
nailed to the Croſs, and there to hang till he died, 


. For the explication of this, Iſhall open the following Particu- 
lars. #irf, Who gave the Sentence. Secondly, Upon whom he 
gave it» Thirdly, What Sentence was it that was given. Foxrth- 


+, In what manner Chriſt received ir. 


Firſt, Who and what was he that durſt attempt ſuch a thing as 
this? Why, this was Pilate, who. ſucceeded Yalerizs Gratus in the - 
Preſidentſhipof ?xdea; (as 7oſephus tells.us) in which Truft he Joſephus 7:5. 
continued abont ten years. . This cruel curſed At of his againſt 15 3 Ju 
Chriſt, iwas in the eighth year of his Government, Two years ,; $0294 ” 
after he was removed from eSes and Office, by any > ; 

0 ident 
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fident of Sria} for his inhuman murdering of the innocent Sarma- 

ritans, *This neceſfitated him to go to Rome, to clear himſelf 

before Ceſar : but before he came to Rome, Tiberius was dead, 
Euſeb. Hiſt. and Caizs 1n his room. Under him, ſaith Exſebins, Pilate killed 
Eccleſ. 1ib. 2. hinſelf,, He was a Man not. very friendly or benevolent co the 
wah bf Jewiſh Nation, but ſtill ſuſpicious of their Rebeilions and Inſur- 
gon acne”  rections: this jealous Humour the Prieſts and Scribes obſerved, 
Tudzorum and wrought upon 1t to compaſs their Delign againſt Chriſt. 
zenti, propte- Therefore they tell him'fo often of Chriſt's Sedirion, and ſtirring 
rea guod cam yp the People; and that if he let him go, he is none of Ceſar's 
RY. Friend ; which very Conſiderations prevailed with him to do 
mo s tn Czſa- What he did. But how durſt he attempt ſuch a Wickedneſs as this, 
rem; hanc tho he had ſtood in the Opinion of Cefar ?. What ! give Judgment 
purant facer- againſt the Son of God ? for *ris evident by many Circumſtances 
- "a Hes rag in this Trial that he had many inward Fears-and Convictions up- 
forum prove. ON him, that he was the Son of God: By theſe he was ſcared, 
firo, &c. Bu- and ſought to releaſe him, eb. 19.8, 12. the fear of a Deity fell 
cer in Mat. 27. upon him z his Mind was greatly perplexe, and dubious abour 


Audito Filii thjs Priſoner, whether he was a God. or a Man. And yet the fear 


Dei nomine, of Ceſar prevailed more than the fear of a Deity, he proceeds to 


mens'ejus Re- © © 
ligione rata g1VE SENTENCE. 


fuerat, merun O Pilate, waſt thou not afraid to judg and ſentence an Innocent, 
numinis per- a known Innocent, and one whom thou tliy ſelf fuſpeedſt ar 
culſus, incer Jeaſt to be more than Man ? Bur ſee in this predominancy of Self- 
aiunt) o Cx. intereſt, what Men will not attempt and perpetrate to ſecure and 
um harebar. accommodate Self. SIE # it tgd Cadet! Han $46 
Marlor. in Secondly, Againſt whom doth Pilate give Sentence?.- againft a 
tec. Malefactor ? No, his own mouth once and again acknowledged 
him innocent. Againſt a common Prifoner ? No, but one whoſe 

Fame no doubt had often reached Pilate's ears, even the wonder- 

ful things wrought by him, which none bur God could do : One 

that ſtood before him as the Picture, . or rather as the Body of In- 

nocency and 'Meeknefs. Yehavecondemned, and killed the Juſt, 

and he reliſteth you not, 7ames 5.6. now was that Word:made 

good, P/al. 94. 21. They gather themſelves together againſt the Soxl of 

the Righteous, and condemn the innocent Blood. 

Thirdly, But what was the Sentence that Pilate gave ?/We have 

 itnotin the Form in which it waxdelivered; -butiche Sum of it: 

was, that it ſhould be as they required. .- Now whar-did they res 

quire? why, ctucify him, crucity/hims Sothat in-wharForma-' 
lities ſoever it was delivered, this was the Subſtance -and Effet 


O 


. 
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of it, I adjnds eſru of Nazareth-to be nailed to the Crigand there to hang 
tilt he be dead. Which Sentence againſt Chriſt was, | 

I, A moft nnjuft and unrighteous Sentence, the greateſt perverſion 
of Judgment.and Equity that was ever known to the civilized 
World, ſince Seats of Judicature were firſt ſec up. What! co 
conderrn tiim before one Accuſation was proved againſt him? 
And if whar they accuſed him of (that he ſaid he was the Son of 
God) had been proved, it had been no Crime, for hereally was 
fo; and therefore no Blafphemy in him to ſay he was. Pilate 
ſhould rather have come'down from his Seat of Judgment, and 
adore him, than fit there to judg him. Ot was the higheſt piece 
of Tnjuſtice that ever bur ears heard of! 

_ 2, As it was an unrighteous, ſo it was a cryael Sentence, deliver- 
ing up Chriſt to their Wills. This was that Miſery which Da- 
vid (o <earneſtly deprecated, P/al. 27; 12. O deliver me not over to 
the will of mine Enemies, But Pilate delivers Chriſt over to the will 
of his Enemies, Men full of Enmity, Rage, and Malice ; whoſe 

reateſt pleaſure it was to glut themſelves with his Blood, and 

tiate their revengetul Hearts with ſuch a ſpectacle of Miſery. 
For lo, as ſootias theſe Wolves had grip'd their Prey, they were 
not ſarisfed with that curſed, cruel and ignominious Death: of 
the Crob6, to'which Pilate had adjadged him, but they are re- 
ſolved he ſhall die over and over; they will contrive many 
Deaths in one : Now they ſay as a Tyrant did once, Aoriatar, 
wt ſentiat ſ+ mori, lethim die {bas he may feel himſelf ro die, 5. e. 
let him die by inch-meal. -To this end they preſently ſtrip him 
naked, ſcourge him cruelly, array him in Scarlet, and mock 
him; crown him with a Buſh of platted Thorns; _ faſten that 
Crown upon his Head by a blow with a Cane, which ſet chem 
deep into his ſacred Temples ; ſceptered him with a Reed 3 ſpat 
in his Face ; ſtript off his mock-Robes again ; pur the Croſs up- 
on his back, and compel him to' bear ir. All this, and much 
more they expreſs their cruelty by, as ſoon as they had him de- 
livered over to their Will. So that this was a cruel Sentence. 

3. As it'was a cruel, ſo it was a 74/4 and haſty Sentence. The 
Jews areall in haſte; conſulting all night, and early up by the 
break of day in the morning to get him to his Trial. They ſpur 
on Pilate with all the Arguments they can to give Sentence. His 
Trial took'up but one morning, and a great part of that was ſpent 
in ſending him from Caiaphas to Pilate, and from Pilate to Herod, 


and then back again to P/ate; fo that it was a haſty and headlong 
Oo z - Sentence 
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Sentence tharFiy gave. He did not fift and examine the mat- 
ter, but handles it very ſlightly. The Trial of many a mean 
Man hath taken up ten times more Debates and Time, than was 
Qui ad pauca ſpent about Chriſt. They that look bur ſlightly into the Cauſe, 
reſpiciunr, fa- eaſily pronounce and give Sentence. But that which was then 
cile pronunct- done in haſte, they have had time enough to repent for ſince. 
wa 4. As it was a raſh and haſty. fo # was an extorted forced Sen- 
tence, They ſqueeze ir our of Piiare by meer Clamor, Importu- 
nity, and ecfions of Danger. In Courts + Judicature, ſuch 
"Fy # Argumeats ſhould ſignify bur lictley not Importunity, but Proof 
corquene aþ {ÞOuld Carry it : but timorous Pilate bends like a Willow at this 
eo, ur Chrif- Breath of the People; he had neither ſuch a ſenſe of Juſtice, nor 
rum damner. ſpirit of Courage, as to withſtand it. <p 
 Calv. 5. ASit was an extorted, ſoit was a Fhpecritical Sentence, 
masking horrid Murder under a pretence and formality of Law. 
It muſt look like a legal Procedure to palliate the buſineſs. Loth 
he was to condemn him, leſt innocent Blood ſhould clamor in 
his Conſcience ; but ſince he muſt do it, he will cransfer the 
Guilt upon them, and they take it 3 Hs Blood be on us, and on our 
Children for ever, ſay they. Pilatecalls for water, waſhes his hands 
before them, and tells them, 7 «» free from the Blood of this juſt 
Perfon, But ſtay, free from his Blood, and yet condemn a known 
innocent Perſon? Free from his Blood, becauſe he waſht his 
hands in Water? No, no, he could neyer' be free, except his 
Soul had been waſhed in that Blood he ſhed. O the maypocelly 
of Pilate ! Such Jaggling 22 this will not ſerve his turn, when he 
ey. ſtand as a Priſoner before him, who now ſtood arraigned at 
11S Bar. . 

6. And laſtly, As it was a Hypocritical, ſo it was an anrevoked 
Sentence : It admitted not of a Reprieve, no, not for a day ; nor 
doth Chriſt appeal to any other Judicature, -or once defire the 
leaſt delay of the Execution : but away he is hurried in haſte to 
the Execution. Bluſh, O ye Heavens ! . and tremble, O Earth, 
at ſuch a Sentence as this ! Now is Chriſt dead'in Law; now he 
knows whither he muſt be carried, and that preſently. His Soul 
and Body mult feel that, the very fight of which puthim into an 
Agony but the night before. 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, In what manner did Chriſt receive this 
cruel and unrighteous Sentence ? He received jr like himſelf, with 
admirable Meekneſs and Patience. He doth as it were wrap him- 
felf up in his owa Innocency, and obedience to his Father's tad: 

| an 
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and ſtands at the Bar with invincible Patience, and meek Submicr 
fion. He Forh not once deſire the Judg to defer the peoome] 
much les fall down and beg for his Lite, as other Priſoners uſe 
to do at ſuch times. No, but as a Sheephe goes to theſlay hter 
not opening his mouth. Some apply chat expreſſion to Ghrif? 
Jam. 5.6. Ye have condemned, and killed the juſt, and he refteth ou 
»t. Fromthe time that Plate gave Sentence, till he was nailed 
co the Croſs, we do not read that ever he faid any thing, ſave 
only to the Women tiat followed him our of the Ciry to Golge- 
tha: and what he ſaid there, rather manifeſted his pity ro them 
than any diſcontent at what was now come upon him ; Dangbters 
of Jeruſalem (faid he) weep not for me, but weep for your (elves and 
for your Children, Luk. 23. 28, &'c. O the perfect Patience and 
Meekneſs of Chriſt !. The Inferences from hence are: 
| Inference I. 
Do you ſee what was here done againſt Chriſt under pretence 
of Law ? What cauſe have we to pray for good Laws, and righteous Ex- 
ecntioners of them. : | 
O *cisa ſingular Mercy to liveunder good Laws, which prote& 
the Irinocent from Injury. Laws are Hedges about our Lives, 
Liberties, Eſtates, and all the Comforts we enjoy in this World. 
Times will be evil enough, when Iniquity is moſt diſconntenanced 
and puniſhed by Law 3 but how evil are thoſe Times like to prove 
when Iniquity is efab/iſhed by Law ! as the Plalmiſt complains, 
P(al.g4.20, It was the complaint of Pliny to Trajes, that whereas Olim crimini: 
Crimes were wont to be the burden of the Age, now Laws were bus, jam legi- 
ſo and that he feared the Commonwealth which was eſtabliſhe, Þus laboracur. 
would be ſubverted by Laws. *Tis nor like that Vertue will = wg” rot 
much flouriſh, when #dgment ſprings up as Hemlock in the furrows of refytica je. 
the field, Hoſea 10. 4. How much therefore is it our concernment gibus fundara, 
to pray that 7udgment may run down asa mighty Stream ? | Amos y, fit legibus e- 
24. That our Officers may be Peace, and our Exattors Righteouſneſs 2 "1a . Plin. 
Ia. 60. 17. It was not therefore without great reaſon, that che A. © 779" 
poſtle exhorted, that Suppliications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giv- 
ing of thanks be made for all Men ; for Kings, and all that are in- Au- 
thority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable- Life in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2.1, 2. Great is the Intereſt of the Church of 
God in them 3 they are P—_—_ of much Good orEvil. 
erence 3. 
Was Chriſt condemned in a Court of Judicature > How evidess 
' then ts it, that there is a Tudgment to come after this Life ? Surely 
T things. 
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things. will -not be always carried as they are in this World. 
When you ſee Jeſs condemned, and Berabhas releaſed, conclude, 
that a time will come when Innocency ſhall be vindicated, and 
Wickednels ſhamed. On this very ground Solomon concludes, and 
very rationally, that God will call over things hereafter at a more 
righteous Tribunal 5 And moreover, 1 ſaw under the Sun the place of 
Fudgment, that Wickeaneſs was there 5 and the place of Righteouſneſs, 
that Iniqnity was there. I ſaid in wy heart, God ſhall judg the Righte- 
cis, andthe Wicked : for there is a time theve for every purpoſe, and for e- 
very work, Eccleſ. 3. 16,17. Some indeed on thisground have de- 
nied the Divine Providence ; but Solomon draws a quite contrary 
Concluſion, God ſhall judg : ſurely he will take the matter into 
his own hand, he will bring forth the Righteouſneſs of his Peo- 
pleas the Light, and their jaſt dealing as the Noon-day. : It's a 
mercy, if we be wronged in one Courr, thar we can appeal to a- 
nother, where we ſhall be fure to be relieved by a juſt impartial 
Judg. Be patient therefore my brethren, (ſaith the Apoſtle) mntil the 
coming of the Lord, Jams 5.6, 7,8. | 
A TOY ' Inference 3. 

= Again, here you ſee how Conſcience may be over-born andrun down by 
4 fleſhy Intereſt. Pilate's Conſcience bid him beware, and forbear ; 
bis Intereſt bid him a&: his fear of Ceſar was more than the fear 
of God. ButO! what a dreadful thing is it for Conſcience to 
be enſaaredby the fear of Man ! Prov. 29. 25. To guardthy Soul, 
Reader, apainſt this Miſchief, let ſuch Conſiderations as theſe be 
ever with thee. Sg : 

I. Conſider how dear thoſe Profits or Pleaſures coſt, which 
are purchaſed with the loſs of inward Peace! There is nothing in 
this World good enough to recompenſe ſuch a Loſs, or ballance 
the Miſery of a tormenting Conſcience. If you violate ir, and 
proſtitute it for afleſhly Luſt, ic will remember the Injary you did 
itmany years afterz Gen, 42421, . fob 13.26, It will not only re- 
tain the memory of- what you did, but'itwill accsſe youfor it ; 
Matth, 27. 4. It will not fear to tell. you thar plainly which o- 
thers dare not whiſper. It will not only accuſe, but it will alſo 
condemn you for what you have done. This condemning Voice of 
Conſcience is a very terrible Voice, © | 

You may ſee the horror of it in Cain, the vigor of it'in 7uda, 
the doleful efe#: of it inSpira. It will from all theſe irs offices 
produce Shame, Fear, and Deſpair, if God'give not Repentance 
to Life. The Shame it works will ſo confound you; that __ 

wi 
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will not be able tolook up; 7b 31,14. P{al. 1.5. The Fearit 
works will make you with for a- hole in the Rock to hide you 3 
Ifa. 2. 9, 10,15, 19. And its Deſpair is a death-pang, The cutting 
off of Hope is the greateſt Cut in the world. O who can ſtand un- 
der ſuch a load as this! Prov, 18, 14. 

2, Conlider the nature of your preſent Adtions; they are Seed 
ſown for Erernity, and: will ſpring up again in ſutable Effects, Re- 
wards or Puniſhments, when:you that did them are turned to 
duſt. Gal. 6: 7: What a man ſows, that ſhall be reap: and as. ſure 
as the Harveſt follows the ſeed-time, ſo: ſure ſhall Shame, | Fear, 
2nd Horror follow Sin, Dans. 12. 2. What Zexxx the famous 
Limner faid of his Work, may much more truly be ſaid of ours; 
Eternitati pingo, I pains for Eternity, ſaid he, when one asked him 
why he was {0 carionsin-his Work. '. Ah, how bitter will thoſe 
chings bein the account: and reckoning, - whichwere pleaſant in 
the ating and committing ! 'Tis! true, our: Adtions,i phyſically 
conſidered, are tranſient; how ſoon is a Word, or Action ſpok- 
en or done, and there is an end of it? but wrath conſidered, they 
are permanent, being put'upon God's: Book of ' account. - .O 
therefore take heed:what,you do: Soſpeak, -and ſoa, as they 
that muſt give an account, ut 7 

3. Conſider how by theſe things Men do but prepare for their 
own torment in a dying hour. There's bitterneſs enough in 
Death; you need not add more Gall and Wormwood, to add 
tothe bitterneſs of it. 'What is:the violencing, and wounding 
of Conſcience now, but the ſticking ſo many Pins or Needles 
in your Death-bed, againſt you come to lie down on it ? this 
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makes Death bitter indeed. . How: many have witht in a dying - © - 


hour they had rather lived poor and low all their days, than to have 
ſtrained their Conſciences for the World > Ah, how is the face 
and aſpe& of things altered in {uch. an hour ! 7 
-- No ſuch Conſiderations as theſe had any place in P:/ate's heart 3 
for if ſo, he would never. have-been courted, or ſcared into ſuch 


an Act as this. a on} 
7 | | Inference. 4. 


Did Chriſt ſtand arraigned, and condemned at Pi/ate's Bat ?- 
Then the Believer ſhall never be arraigned or condemned at God's Bar, 
Ttus Sentence! Fs prenontigy onChriſt, gives evidence 
that God willinever progeunce Sentence againſt ſuch : for had he 
nec to h4veatraigned them; hewoyld never have ſuffered 
Chriſt: cheir Surety to IT and condemned for —_ 
© (ey ; [1 
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Remarks a 
memorable 


Paſſage of 


The Lamentation of the 


7. 


it.muſt have been given againſt'us. * 

-O what a melting Conſideration is this ! that out of his Ago- 
ny comes'our ViRory z out of his Condemnation our Juſtifica- 
tion; out of his-Pain our Eaſe; out of his Stripes our Healing ; 
out of his Galland Vinegar our Hony; out of his Curſe our 
Bleffing; [ont of his Crown/ of Thorns our Crown of Glory ; 
out of his Death our Lite : if: he could notbe releaſed, it was 
that you mighe. If Pilate gave Sentence againſt him, it was thac 
the great God might never giveSentence againſt you. If he yield- 
ed that icſhould be with: Chriſt 'as they required, it was that it 
might be with our Souls as well as we can defire. And therefore, 

Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable Gift. '._ TT 


.-. The Twenty fifth Sex RMON. = 


Chriſtin bis © Lux, XXIIL 275, 28, ec. 


way to the 
place of his 
Execution, 


And there followed him a great company of - people, and 
of, women, which: alſo bewailed and lamented him. 
'' But Jeſus turning, unto- them, - ſaid,” Daughters of 
Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but weep for your 


ſelves, and for your Children, 


HE. Sentence of Death once.given apainſt Chrift, the 
5 op urea ns las, Any —_—_ from 
Jr vatra tO Golgotha, 10 ghas[much ro: e nail him 
tothe Croſs, and feeding their eyes with' his For; :35 the 

c 


Serm.25. Daughters of Jeruſalem. 289 


Eagle doth to be tearing the Fleſh, and drinking -the-Bleod-of clic 
Lamb ſheath ſeized ia ther Talons, and is carrying away £0 the 


e; 
& » I —” _ 


top-of {ame Rockto devour. {2 416 RR 
The Evangeliſt here obſerves a:memorable Paſſage that fell out 
in their way to the place of Execution ; and that is the Lamenta- 
tions and Wailings of ſomethar followed him out of the City, 
who expeſled their |picy and forrow for him moſt -renderly, and. 
compaſſtonately: All Hearts were not: thard, all Eyes werenot 


dry. There followed him: a great company of people, and of Women which 


alſo bewailed, and lamented him, C | 
_ In this Paragraph we have_two parts, vis, the Lamenta- 
tion of the Daughters of 7er«/alem for Chriſt, and Chriſt's Re- 


ply co them... <1. 2 IVE 
I» Tlie Lamentationiof the Daughters of 7er«falem for Chriſt. 
Concerning them, ' we briefly enquire -who. they were, and why 


they mourned. : 
(1.) Who they were? The Text calls them Daughters, 5. e. v22759« 


Inhabicants of 7ersſalem: for it is a- Hebraiſm; as Daughters of ry 9 


Zion, Dasghters of I{tzel. © And it's like the greateſt parr of them g1,miran : 


were Women z and they. were many of them, a Troop'of Mow Hebei 3. 
fic filizTftonis. 


ners that followed Chritt out of the City cowards the place of-his /i filiz1 
Execution; with Lamentations and Wailings. - - | . Fiſcar-in Loc, 
_ (z:) What the principle and ground of theſe their Lamenta-  , , _ 
tions Was, is fot agreed upon by thoſe that have pondred the Sto- par or ies 
ry, . Some are of opiniontheir Tearsand Lamentations wet but reining, p. 
the effects and fruits of their more tender and'ingenuous Natares, 120. 
which-were moved and melted with ſo tragical and [ad a.Specta- 
cle as was now before them. It's well obſerved by a judicious Dr. The. Good- 


« T . | - win in his Tri- 
Author, © Thar the tragical Story of ſome great andnoble Per art 


* ſonage, full of heroical Vertue and Ingenuity (yet inhumanly |, 
<* andungratefally uſed): will 'thas-work upon ingenuous Spirits 
© who read or hear of t——— which when-irrreachesnomgi- 
< er, is (o far from being Faith, that it is but:a/carnaband-tk 
& Devorion, ſpringing trom Fancy, which is pleaſed wittfuch 
&* a ſtory, and the principles of Ingenuity ſtirred rowards-one, 
* who is of a noble Spirit, -and yet abuſed. | Such Stories ufero 
© tir up-aprincipleof : Hamaniry in/Men uato-a compaſſionace 
<« Love, which Chriſt himſelf at his ſufferitg found faule witli, 
&« 25 being not ſpiritual, nor raiſed enough in thoſe Women that 
© wencweepineto-fee the Mefſiah-{0- handled; Weep aottor 
* me (fairh he)*thatis wen nor ſo much for this, toſte-me 10 
p ww $ nn- 
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« unworthily handled by: thoſe for whom Ldie: |'Thisis the 
Principle from which ſome conceive theſe Tears ro/fl6W; © -- 


Videmus 


But Calvis attributes it to their Faith, looking vpon theſe Mont- 


quoſdam non' ners as a'Remnant reſerved by the Lord m'that miſerable Diſper- 


f.uſle obliros 
doqrinz & 
mtrraculorum 
Chriſti. Sic 1n 
miſera illa diſ- 
fiparione ex1- 
 guas {bi re- 
 Tiquias ſerva- 
vit Deus. 
Quamvis au- 
tem imbecilla 
fuir iſtarum 
malierum fi- . 
des, credibile 
ramen eſt, oc- 
culcum fuifle 
pictatis ſe- 
men, 

poſtea germen 
prodiit. Calv, 


ſion; andtho their Faith: was but weak, yet he judges it credible 


that there was a ſecret Seed of: Godlinefs inthem, which after- 
wards grew'to-maturity;-and brought- forth fruit.-- And to the 
ſame ſenſe others give-theit 6pmion/alſo.} 1 53 

. 2, Letius.confider” Chriſt's. Reply to them ,"72ep-ner for me ge 
Daxghters of Jeruſalem, &c. -ytrange, thar-Chriſt: howld forbid 
them to weep for him, yea for him under (uch unparallel'd' Suffer- 
ings and Miſeries. ' If ever there was a heatt-melcing Object in 
the World, it was here. O who could hold, whoſe-Heart was 


hot petrified, and more'abdire chanthe ſenſleſs: Rocks! ThisRe- 


ply thetefore-of Chriſt. undergoes a-double/ ſenſe and Mterptets- 
tion ſutable to the different conſtruction of their Sorrows. 'Thoke 
that look: upon their Sorrows as meer]y natural, take OhriſPs Re- 
ply in a negative ſenſe, prohibiting ſuch Tears; asthoſe, They 
that expoand their Sorrows! as the fruit of. Faich,:' rel} us,' che the 
form'of Chriſt's expreſſion be negative, 'yer the ſente is compari- 
tive; as Hank. 9. 13; I wilthave: Mercy;i and. not Sacrifice} i." 6. 


' Mercy rather than: Sacrifice. © So here;>weep'racher'uporr your 
... ownaccount, 'than mine; referve your Sorrows for the Cakami- 
ties coming upon yourſelves and your Children.' ' You are great- 


ty affected; I ſee, with the: Miſery that is-npon me; bur- mine 


| - miltboquicklrover, yourswill helong: Inwhich he ſhone hi 
lt beg 


' Children, were doletul days. What dire 


iful and compaſſionate Dilpolition; who vas ſtilEmoremind- 

fuliof others Troubles and Burdens than of hisown.' © +: © 
- And indeed the days of Calamity ctiings pon thetn and their 
| . and unprecedenied 


' - Miſeries befelthem atthe breaking up anddevaſtarion of the City, 


1 Ms 2.07 12-09L063 25, 
| Dog 7. The mibing Aries 


who hath-not-read: or heard d: And wha can refrain from Tears 
thathears or cead$.it2/ :. - 33207 APR 2E KLE: 333 0}. 2 
,* Now; if: wetake the words ia the firſt fenſe, as 2 prohibicion 
of their rficerly natural and carnal AﬀeQRions, exprefied in Tears 
and Lamentations for him, no otherwiſe than they would have 
been upon any other like Lragical ſtory ; ithen the Obſervation 
From it will-be this; ©) ol 1 oh I gn | 
Te {1 L900 4 UNTIL IQE BG 5 
. «ng: rand Sprroms, .- even from the ſenſe 
ext fir ties of 0 SAfO9: of Cirifs rem fair fg 
C12 £0 © 


Serm.25. Daughters of :Teruſalem. 
QF Fourake irin the latter-ſenſe,: asche fruit'of cheir Fairh, as 
| Toarh 0 OE troma'gracious Principle ; - then the Obſervation 


DoR. 2; That the believing meditation of what Chriſt ſuffered for | 


- #hy 1; of great force and efficacy to melt and break the Heart, _ . 


1.ſhall rather chooſe to proſecute borh theſe Branches; than to | 


decide the'Controvetſy ; elpecially ſince the Notes gathered from 


eicherareſouſktul to'-us. And therefore T-ſhall begin/ with the 


rſt, viz, 


© Shri. s Sufferinge, : are no infallible marks of Grace, _ 
-In-chis Point have two things to do, to'prepare ic for uſe, 
.*Fixf,” To ſhew what the melting of ' the ARa 
grief: and ſorrow is. F FEEL 
: Secondly, That they may be fo melted, even upon the account 
of Chriſt, and-yet che-Heatt remain unrenewed,  * 
, Firſt, Whar the meking of the AﬀeRions by way of grief and 
OrroW'1s- | FLTAA Cy. | | | 


Doet. A F).24 antell11g Aﬀeftions and $, orrows, even from the ſen ſe of 


* 


Tears ajenothin el but the Juice of a Mind oppreſſed, and' 


ſqueezed with Grief. Grief: compreſſes the Hearr 3 'the Heart 
ſo compreſſed -and- ſqueezed, vents it (elf ſometimes in Tears, 
Sighs, Groans, -'&c. and'this is twofolds graciows, and wholly 
ſzpernatural's or commen, and altogether natyral. - The gracious 
metcing or ſorrow-ofche-Soa), --is likewiſe wofold ; habitual, of. 


aftual, Habitual godly Sorrow, is that gracious diſpotition, incli- 


nation or tendency of the renewed Heart comonrn and melr,when 
any juſt occaſion 15: preſented: to the. Soul thar callsfor ſuch Sor- 
row. It. is expreffed, - Ezek.© 36, 267: by: taking amay: the heart of 
Stoue,' and giving a heart of i Fleſh 3' that is, a Heartimpreflivei-and 
yictdingto fath. Arguments and! Conſiderations-as «move it to 
- Aenal Sorrow is the expreſſion -and manifeſtation of that-itsTn- 
dination upon. juſt occaſions ; aad ir'sexprefſed two ways, either 
by theineral effects of it, which are;the:Heavinels,. -Shamey 
Loathing, Reſolution, and holy Revenge begotten in che: Soul 
upontheaccount of' Sin5.or alſo by more extama/andvilible ef- 
feds; 2s'Sighs; Groans; Tears;-&c. The former is'sſſentia/ to 
godly. Sorrow, the latter comringenty and accidental, much depend-- 
ing.opoa-the natural temperature andcon(titution-of the Body. 
1 Pp 2 Natural 


ions by way of - 
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-Natyrel and'common meltings are nothing 'elſe-butithe effeas 
of 4;pevigy, Temper; ohe: ftaibof a-more-ingenuans Spirit, -andi 
eaſier Conſtitution, which ſhews ic ſelt on any other,, as well as, 
upon ſpiritual occaſions : As. Auſtin ſaid, . he could weep plenti- 
fully, when he read the ſtory of Dido, The Hiſtory of Chriſt is 
a very tragicaand-pathetical Hiſtory, and may melt an-ingenuous 
Natare;; where there is no renewed Principle- at all: So that,. 

Secondly, Qur AﬀeRions:may: be melted;, even.ypon the ſcore 
and account of.- Chriſt; and-yet that is no- infallible evidence of 
a gracious Heart. And the reaſons for it are, . 

1, Becauſe we find all ſorts of AﬀeCtions ated and vented by 

ſuch as have been no better than temporary Believers. The Rony- 
round hearers'in fat.1 3-20. received the Word withjeyz, and {0 did 
Nikos hearera alſo, who-for 4 ſeaſon rejoiced in his Light, Joh 3. 35. 
whe AﬀeRtion-of Joy under the Word may be exerciſed, 
why not of Sorrow alſo? If the comfortable things revealed in the+ 
Goſpel may ſtir up the one, by a parity of reaſon, the ſad things.ic 
reveals may anſwerably work upon the other. Even thoſe 1/-a- 
ekres whom 24eſes told they ſhould fall by che Sword, and not prof- 
per, for the Lord would not. be with them, becauſe they were 
turned away from him yet when 424ſes rehearſed the Meſſage of 
the-Lord in theirears, they mourned greatly, Nemb.14.39. I know 
the Lord pardoned to many of them their Iniquities, tho he took 
vengeance an their Inventionsz- and yet it's as true, that with ma-' 
ny, ofthem God wasnot wellpleaſed,  Cor.10.5, pong-oory ES. 
{their, weeping and,gourning before the Lord, we find in the. 
ſacred:Story 3. and yet their hearts werenot ſtedfaſt wich God, 

2, Becauſe tho the- Objects, about which. our Aﬀections and 
Paſſions are moved, may be ſpiritual; yet.the Motives and Prin- 
ciples that ſet them.on work ps Si an: carnal and natural ones. 
When. ſee a perſon affected inthe hearing of the. Word, or Pray- 


ers eyenuato Fears; I-cannor: preſent] conclacany rely this is 
Me of Grace: for it's poſſible, the patherieal Quality of 
the ſubje& matter, the Rhetorick pf the -Speaker;. the very af- 
feting Tone, and modulation of the Voice, may draw, Tears, as 
well as-Faith working;upon: the.Spirituality,, and deep. concern- 
meat.the;Sout hath:inthoſe: things. 1 
-WhilſtcAufinr. was a. HAamchee, he ſometimes heard Ambroſe; 
and faith he, Rada, cb in heariog”him,. even unto: 
Tears. many.timess -howbeit, it was not the Heavenly nature-of 
the SubjeR, , but the: Abilities and-xare Parts of the Speaker ther 


Serm.25. Davghters of Jeruſalem. 
ſo aFftRed him: Arid this was the caſe of Ezekie/$hearers; ch;$3. 32. 


Again, 3. Theſe motions of the Aﬀections may rather be a Fir 


and'Mood, than the very Frame and Temper of the Soul. Now 
there is a vaſt difference berwixt theſe : There are times and ſeaſons 
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when the rougheſt, and moſt” obdure Hearts may be. penfive and jj, ,... 


render 


-* but that is nor its temper and frame, but only a fir, a pang, tym di- 


2 tranfientpaſſion:. fo the Lord complains of them, Hef. 6.4. © cuntur in- 


Ephraim; what ſhall 7 donnto thee ? O Judah, what ſhall I do unto thee ? 
for your Goodneſs ts as a morning-cloud, and as the early dew, it goeth away. 
And ſo he complains, F/al. 78. 34,35+36. hen he ſlew them, then they 


eſſe anima 
quZ 1n- 
ſunt per 
modum 


fought him; and they returned, and enquired early after God, Andthey res quietis, 


membred that God was their Rock, and the moſt high God their Redeemer 
nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their lips, and lied unto him with their 
rongwes, For had this been the gracious temper of their Souls, it 
would have continued with'them 3 rhey would not have been up 
and down, off and on, hot and cold with God, as they were. 
Therefore we conclude that we cannot infer a work of Graceupon 
the Heart, ſimply and meerly from the meltings and thaws that are 
ſometimes upon it- And hence for your uſe I ſhall infer char, 

Y | Inference IT. 

If ſuch as ſometimes fee] their Hearts thawed and melted with the 
conſideration of the Sufferings of Chriſt, may yet be deceived ; hat 
canſe have they to- fear and tremble, whoſe Hearts are as unrelenting as the 
Rocks, yielding to nothing that is propoſed, or urged upon them ! How ma- 
ny ſuch are there, of whom we may ſay'as Chriſt ſpeaks of the in- 
flexible Jews, We have piped unto yow, but ye have ndt' danced; we have 
monrned unto you, but ye bave not lamented? Mat. 11.17. They muſt 
inevicably come ſhort of Heaven, who come fo ſhort'of thoſe thar 
do'come ſhort of: Heaven. If thoſe perith that have rejoiced under 
che' Promiſes, and mourned under the threats of the Word” Whac 
ſhall become of them thar'ate as unconcerned and untonched by whar 
they hear, asthe Sears they firon, or the Dead-that lie under their 
feet; whoare given upto fuch hardnefs'of Hearr, chat nothing can 
couch or affe& them! One would think the confideration of che ſixth 
Chapter to the Hebrews ſhould(ftartle ſach.Men and Women, and make 
tlietn cry our; Lord, what will becomeofſach aſenfleſs,” fiopig, dead 
Creature as Fam? It theygharhave been enlightned, aqd haveratt 
ed the heavenly Gift, ard were made patrakers of the Holy Ghioſt, 
and have rafted the good Word of God; and rhe powers of the 
World to come; may, notwithſtanding ſachhigh raiſed Aﬀections as 
theſe; ſo. Fall away, thatic ſhall beim —_— chem again by 


Repentance 3: 
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Repentance;.what fhall we then lay or think-of his Eſtate, to a 
the moſt penetrating and awaking,T. rofl are.no0.more than 2 Tale 
thatis rold ? The Fire and Hammer of che Goſpel can neither melc 
nor bteak them, they are Iron, 'and Braſs, er. 6. 28, 29. 
: Inference 2, 
"TE ſuch as theſe "may eternally milcatry 5 "Then Let all lock. coreſuly 
to. their” Foundation, and ſee that they do not bleſs themſelves i in-@ thing. of. 
Gal, £.3,;- nozght, It's. manitelt from 1. Cer..10.12, that many Souls ſtand ex-; 
Jokn 8:54. ceeding dangerouſly, who. are. yet Rrongly conceiced of their own 
kom-2-15, Safety. And if you pleaſe to conſult chole Scriptures in the margin, 
Mz 2 you 2all find vain Confidence to be a ruling Folly over the greateſt 
11,12: Part of Men, and thac which:is:the utter ove:throw, and undoing 
Mat. 7.22. of mulcitudes of Profeſſors. 

"Now there is nothing. more apt.c0 beget znd breed this vain ſoul- 
undoing Confidence, than the ſtirrings and meltings of our Aﬀecti- 
ons about ſpiritual things, whilſt the Heart remains unrenewed all 
the while. . .For (as a grave Divine hath bl, rn ſfach.a Man 


Afr. An. 


Burg, Remsto have all that is required of a C and herein to tave 


attained the very end of all RooWieds's 3, which is operation and ioflu- | 
ence upon the Heart and Aﬀection 

Indeed (thinks ſuch a- poop, FR 0, Soul) if I did hear, . read,; or 
pray without any | Wuare.9\ Aﬀections, . with a dead, cold, .and uncon- 
cerned Heart; or if I did 04K Mb 1ew of Zeal and. Aﬀection| in Duties, 
and had it, not, well mil 1 aleget: lf .to:be a. (elf- iogied 


Hypocrice : buric's nor 6 wich Hu. el FT Pep Vy:mG 


many times, When I read the $u ecliny H 


30's 


raifed, and-raviſhed with DIrangs Os at los, whe I = - 


oy [ ro Fx 
1 have os 
7 | ageſ ep ro la-. 
Hearts 5 3 thus, Lhavg attained, and 


ans or lpe Hons, upon the 1 


erefore what J 2 1 has bard th foe Wark 
oy 5s Ep lead, by Fo : = 
*s Inflnences upon the; H her | os it - 
nike gn 08 Hear a04. TY o.Tfi es RE ore. 
I angina molt ſafe eftate. $5. ;Of all the fall Signs © Grace,none | 
miore dangerous than Rota hat n t poſt reſemble trac ones; and never ; 
VAR the HS moe fupcly andingurably. defiroy, than when age 
for 14 


I, 


Me ————_ 
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This Ay ſuffice tobe ſpoken to thefirſt Obſervation, buile on this 


 Suppolatiqn, that it was but a Pang of meer natural AﬀeQion ih.chem. 


But if it were che effect of a Principle, the Fruit of their Faith, 
25 ſome judg; then I told you the Obſervation from. it would be this 


Do& 2. That the believing meditation of what Chriſt ſuffered-for me, -55 
of great force and efficacy to-melt and break the Heart. 


Itis the Promiſe, Zech.12.10, They ſhall look upon me whom. hey have 
pierced, ./ n for him; as.one moirneth for bis ouly Son,. and. ſhall be 5n 
bitterneſs for low. as one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt-horn, Ponder {e- 
xiouſly he e the Spring and Adotive, They ſhall look upon.mez it's the Eye 
of Faith that melts and breaks the Hearc. _ The Efe& of ſuch a ſight 
of Chriſt, they ſhall look and mourn; be in pitcernels, ge ſorrow. 
True Repentance isa drop.qut. of the NT. of Faith, And the meaſure 


__,or dner of, that el of det : believing view, of Chriſt.-' To 
inſtan 


Fare ONT woof ces of. Grief -weread of,- ate 

borrawe that of a yk, ather, mourning over-a dear and-on! 
Son; that of the People of 1/7ael, mourning over ?oſiah that peerleſs 
Prince, in the Me? of Megidde. 

Now to ſhewyou how the believing medication-of Chriſt, and his 
Sufferiongs, .comes ki ly and ſavingly to. break and mele. down the 
gracious Heart, I ſhall. propound theſe. four Confiderations- of the 
heartbreaking efficacy of Faith,. eying a Crucified Jeſus. --- 

eh, The very realizirg of Chriſt and his Sufferings by Faith, is 
2m0 


ag and melting thing. Faith is a-true' G G that repre-. 4, 


ſents all thoſe his 
not as A = ar idle fale, but as ſave. and-faithful Narrative. 
This. (Gith Faith), js 2 true andfairhfal ul Gaying, th that ;Cariſk was.not 
only clothed in our fleſh; be that.is over a bleſſed forever, 
the only Lord, the Prince of the Kings of the Be become 2 Mans 
but itis alſo moſt c_—_ chat in'this he of - «Feel begrappled 
with the infinite Wrath: 9; 9% Souſ-wich horror 
.andamazemeat ;.that the Soph al dead uponcthe Tree; 
: went asa Lamb to heSlaughrer, "Ws was-a5-a Sheep. dumb 
ore te Shearer z that he.endured-all | this, and more-than ady finite 
Underſtanding can comprebeet; -1n my room and ſtead 3fot my. fone 
he there groaned and bled for, my Pride, Earthlineſs, Luſt, U 
Srikrngef hardncl ſs of f Hearts "heandured allgbis,; I-ſay, $9 r4gh/ize - 
ri {> thys, js af; \Br6 20 r-10- affect the co! deſt, dul- 
= = I A00-200% "_—_ xence there'1s; in, preſeating 


thin $25 Realities, with  $Onnc and. iSfying) Evidences, anc 
ooking on.theni as a iction or Acertainity-: ;- ; =/$8- 


flerings and Agonies to the Life: It preſents them . .* 
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Secondly, But Faith can apply, as well as realize; and if it do (o, it 


muſt needs overcome the Heart. 


Ah, Chriſtian, canſt thou look upon Jeſus as ſtanding in thy room, 
ro-bear the Wrath of a Deity for thee? Canſt chou think on it, 
and not melt? That when thou, like 1/aac, waſt bound to the Altar, 
to be offered up to Juſtice z Chriſt, like the Ram, was caught in the 
Thicker, and offered in thy room ! When thy Sins had raiſed a fear- 
ful Tempeſt, that threatned every moment to entomb thee in a Sea 
of wrath 3 Jeſs Chriſt was thrown over to appeaſe that Storm ! Say, 
Reader, can thy Heart dwell one hour upon ſuch a SubjeR as this ? 
Canſt thou with Faith preſent Chriſt ro thy ſelf, as he was taken 
down from the Croſs, drencht in his own Blood, and ſay, Theſe 
were the Wounds that he received for me; this is he that loved me, 
and gave himſelf for mez outof theſe Wounds comes that Balm 
thar heals my Soul z out of theſe Stripes, my Peace: When he hang'd 
upon the Croſs, he bore my Name upon his Breaſt, like the high 
Prieſt. It was Love, pure Love, ſtrong Love to my poor Soul, to 
the Soul of an Enemy, thar drew him down from Heaven, and all the 
Glory he had there,ro endure theſe Sorrows in Soul and Body for me. 

O you cannot hold up your Hearts long to the piercing thoughts 
of this, but your Bowels will be pained, and like 7o/ephb, you will 
ſeek a place to vent your Hearts in. 

Thirdly, Faith cannot only realize and apply Chriſt and his Death, 
but ir can reaſon and conclade (fuch things from his Death, as will fill 
the Soul with aﬀfeRion to him, and break the Heart in pieces in his 
preſence. When it views Chritt as dead, itinfers; Is Chriſt dead 
for me? then was Idead in Law, ſentenced and condemned 'to 
die eternally: 2 Cor, 5.14. If one ate for all, then were ail dead, How 
wofuliwas my caſe, when the Law had paſt Sentence on me ? I could 
not be ſure when I lay down, but that ic might be executed beforeT 
roſes nothipg but a puffof Breath betwixt my Soul and Hell. 

Again, 1Þnrit dead for me? rhen | ſhall never die. If he be 
condemned® Fam acquitted. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge” of 


God's Eleft ? Irs God that juſtifieth, it's Chriſt that died, Rom. 8.34. 


My Soul is efcaped as 2 Bird outof the fnare of the Fowler : I was 
condemned, bat am now cleared; I was dead, but am now alive. 
O che unſearchabie Riches of Grace | O Love palit finding ont ! 

- Again, did God give Chriſt ro ſuch Miſeries and Sufterings for 
me? how {hall he withhold any rhing now from me? He that (pared 
not his owrr Son, will doubtleſs with him freely give me all things, 


" Row. $. 32. Now Imay teſt on him for Pardon, Peace, Acceptance, 


Q q and 
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fulium, 
unmitit 
ſpirirum, 
promi.ir 
vulcum ; 
quid tan- 
dem dene- 
gabir ? 

Ft r0jp. . 
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Qui miſit and Glory for my Son]. Now I may rely upon him ſafely for Pro- 


viſion, Prote&ion, and all Supplies for my Body. Chriſt is the Roor 
of all theſe Merciesz he is more than all theſe, he is nearer and. 
dearer to God than any other Gift. . O what a-bleſſed, happy, com- 
fortable ſtate hath he now brought my Soul into! 

Toconclude, did Chriſt endure all cheſe things for me >: then it's 
paſt doubt he will never leave, nor forſake me: Ir cannot be thar 
afrer he has endured all this, he will caſt off the Sou!s for whom he 
endured it. -Here the Soul is evangeiically broken by conſidering the 
Mercies that emerge and flow to it out of the Sea of Chriſt's Blood. 

Foxrthly, and laſtly, Faith cannot only realize, apply, and infer, 
but ir can alſo compare the Love of Chriſt in all this, both with his 
dealings with others, and with the Soul's dealing with Chriſt, who fo 
loved it. . To compare Chriſt's dealings with others, is moſt affec- 
ting : He hath not dealt with every one, as with me 5 nay, few there 
are that can ſpeak of ſuch Metrcies as I have from him: How many 
are there that have no part nor portion in his Blood ? that muſt 
bear that Wrath in their own Perſons, that he bare himſelf for me ! 
He that kiſſed meover other mens ſhoulders ; hehath reached a Par- 
don to me over other mens heads; he eſpied me our, and ſingled me 
forth to be the Obje&tof his Love, leaving thouſands and: millions 
ſtill unreconcild 3 not thatI was better than they, for I was the great- 
eſt of Sinners, far from Righteouſneſs, as unlikely as any to be the 
obje&t of ſuch Grace and Love: My Companions in Sia are left, 
and I taken. Now the Soul is full, the Heart grows big, too big 
ro contain it ſelf, 

Yea, Faith helps the Soul to compare the Love of Chrift to it, 
with the returns it hath made to him for that Love. And what, 
my Soul, hath thy carriage ro Chriſt been, ſince this Grace that 
wants a Name appeared to thee? Haſt thou returned Love for Love ? 
Love ſutableto ſuch Love ? Haſt thou prized, valued, and eſteemed 
this Chriſt, according to his own Worth in himſelf, or his kindneſs 
ro thee? Ah no, I have grieved; pierced, wounded his Heart a thou- 
ſand times fince that, by my Ingratitude; I have ſuffered every trifle 
to juſtle him out of my Heart ; I have negle&ed hima thouſand times, 
and made him fay, Is this thy kindneſs to rhy Friend ? Is this the Re- 
ward I ſhall have for all that I have done, and ſuffered for thee ? 
Wretch that I am, how bave I requited the. Lord !. This ſhames, 
humbles, and breaks the Hearr:. 

And when from ſuch fights of Faith, and confiderations-as theſe 
ke Heart is thus affected, it affords a good Argumeat indeed, mo 

thou 
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thou art gone beyond all the Artainments of temporary Believers 3 
Fleſh ani 51004 hath not revealed this. : 

Isference 1. Have the believing Meditations of Chriſt and his Suf- 
ferings ſuch hearc-melting Influences ? Then ſure there is but little 
Faith among Men, Oar dry Eyes and hard Hearts are evidences a- 
gainſt us, that we are ſtrangers to the Sights of Faith. 

God be mercitul ro the hardneſs of your Hearts. How is Chriſt 
and his Loveflighted among Men | How ſhallow doth his Blood run 
to ſome Eyes ! O that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes Foun- 
cains of tears for this! What Monſters are carnal Hearts! We are as 
if God had made us without Aﬀections, as it all ingenuity and ten- 
dernel(s were dried up. Our Ears are fo accuſtomed to the ſounds 
of Chriſt, and his Blood, that now they are become as common 
things. If a Child die, we can mourn over our dead 3 but who 
mourns for Chriſt as for an only Son 2 We may ſay of Faith, when 
men and women fit ſo unaffected under the Goſpel, as 4artha ſaid 
of Chriſt concerning her brother Zazarms, If thou (precious Faith) 
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hadſt been here, ſo many Hearts had not been dead this day, and in 
e 


this duty. Faith is that burning-glaſs which contracts the beams of 
the Grace, ang Love, and Wildom, and Power of Jeſus Chriſt to- 


gether, reflects theſe on the Heart, and makes it burn z. but without - 


ic we feel nothing ſavingliy. 


Inference 2, Have the believing Meditations of Chriſt and his - 


Safferings ſuch hearc-melting Influences ? Then ſurely, the proper order 


of- raiſing the Aﬀettions, is to begin at the exerciſe of Faith, It grieves - 


me to ſee how many poor Chriſtians tug at their own dead Hearts, 


endeavouringto raiſe and affe&t them, but cannot: they complain - 
and ſtrive, ſtrive and complain, pump and draw, but no Love to the 


Lord comes, no brokenneſs of Heart comes ; they go to this Or- 


dinance and that, to one duty and another, hoping that now the Lord * 


will affe& it, and fill the Sails; but come back diſappointed;. and-a- 


{hamed,like the Troops of Tema. Poor Chriſtian, hear me one word; : 


poſſibly ir may do thy buſineſs, and ſtandthee in more ſtead than all 
the Methods thou haſt yet uſed: If thou would(t indeed ger a Heart 


evangelically melced for Sin, and broken with the kindly ſenſe of the - 
Grace and Love of Chriſt, thy way is not to force thy Aﬀections, nor - 
to vex thy ſelf, and go about complaining of a- hard Hearr, bur (er - 
thy (elf to believe, realize, apply, infer, and;compare by Faith as you -: 
have been dire&ed ; and ſee what this will do': They ſhall look upon me - 


whom they have gue and mourn, This is the true. way, and proper 
method toraiſe the Heart, and break. it. . | 


Inference 3. Is this the way to get a truly broken Heart? Then tet -- 


thoſe e 


Zo0O 


Tre Lamentation, &Cc. 


thoſe that bave attained brokenneſs of Heart this way, bleſs the Lord whilſt 
they live for ſo choice a Mercy , and that upon a double account. | 
* I- For as muchas a Heart fo affected and meited, is not attainable 
by any natural or unrenewed perion. If they would give all they 
have in the world, it cannot purchaſe one ſuch Tear, or Groan over 
Chriſt, Mark what characters of ſpecial Grace it bears in the de- 
{cription that's made of it. in that forementioned plice, Zech. 12. 10, 
Such a Frame as this is not born with us, or to be acquired by us; 
tor it's there {aid to be poured our by the Lord upon us, 1 wilt poxr on 
them, &c, There's no hypocriſy or difftmulation in theſe Mournings, 
they being compared to the mourning of a man for his only Son; and 
{ure Parents Hearts are nor untouched when they behold ſuch Sights. 

Nature 1s not the principle of ir, but Faith; for it's there ſaid, they 
ſhall look on me, #. e. believe and mourn. Self is not the end and 
center of theſe Sorrows 3 ir 15 not ſo much for damning our ſelves, as 
tor piercing Chriſt : they ſhall look on me whom they have pierced, and ſhall 
mourn; (0 thatthis is Sorrow after God, and not a flaſh of Nature, 
as diſcourſed in the former point. Therefore you have cauſe to bleſs 
the Lord whilſt you live for ſuch a ſpecial Mercy as this is. And, 

2. As its the right, ſoit is the choiceſt and moſt precious Gift 
that can be given you; for it's ranked among the prime Mercies of 
the new Covenant, -Zzek, 36. 26. This ſhall be the Covenant 3 4 
new Heart. alſo will I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you's and 
T will take away the ſtony Heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you a Heart 
of fleſh, What wouldſt thou have given ſometimes for ſuch a Heart 
as now thou haſt, tho it be not yer as thou wouldſt have it? And 
however you value and eſteem it, God himſelf ſets no common va- 
lueon it: for mark what he ſaith of ir, P/al. 51. 17. The Sacrifices of 
Ged are a broken heart a broken and a contrite Spirit, O Goa, thou wilt not 
deſpiſe, i.e. God is more delighted with ſuch a Heart than all the 
Sacrifices in the World 3 one Groan, one Tear, flowing from Faith, 
and the Spirit of Adoption, is more to him, than the Cattle wpon a 
chonſand Hilis. And to the {ame (enſe he ſpeaks again, 1/a. 66. 1, 
2. Thus ſaith the Lord, The Heaven is my Throne, and the Earth is my Foct- 
ſtool : where us the Honſe that ye build tome ? and where # theplace of my 
Reſt ? but to this Manwill I look, even to him that us poor, and of 
4 contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my Word; q.d. all the magnificent 
Temples, and glorious Structures in the World give, me no pleaſure 


4n compariſon of fuch a broken Heart as this. 


O then, for eyer bleſs the Lord, that hath-done that tor. you, which 
none elſe could do, and which he has done bur for few beſides you- 
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Flim being delivered by the determinate counſel, and 6 Crof. 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 


hands have crucified and lam. 


death of Chriſt, both on his own part, and on his ene- 77m 
mies part: we now come to contider the death of ys, [uit ex- 
Chriit it ſelf, which was the principal part of his hy- temas, horri- 
miliation, and the chief pillar of our conſolation. Here we #5, & m- 
ſhall in order conſider, jor ca pa as 
Firſt, The kind and nature of the death he died. GN es 
Secondly, The manner in which he bare ic, viz. patiently, amet, 
ſolitarily, and inſtructively ; droping divers holy and inſtru- 
Rive leſions upon all that were about him, in his ſeven laſt 
words upon the Crols. = 
| Thirdly, The funeral ſolemnities at his burial. 
| Fourtbly, and Laitly, The weighty ends, and great deſigns 
of his death. Inall which particulars, as we proceed to diſculs 
and open them 3 you will have an account of the deep abaſe- 
ment, and humiliation of the Son of God. 
In this text, we have an account of the kind and:nature of 
| that death which Chriſt died: as alſo of the cauſes of it, both 
principal and inſtrumental. . . .. ; 
Firſt, The kind and nature of the death Chriſt died, which - x 
is here- deſcribed more generally, as a violent death. Te have 
| ſlain him: and more particularly; as a moſt ignominious, cur- 
(ed, diſhonourable death 5 ye have crucified him; ky 
Secondly, The cauſes of it are _ likewiſe expreſſed: ron 2. 
| r that 


| ; Aving conſidered in order the preparative ads for the 925 Crifti 
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that both principal and inſtrumental. The principal cauſe; 

permitting; ordering. and diſpoſing all things about "it, was 

the determinate counſel and foreknowledge cf God. There 

was not an action or circumſtance, but came under this moſt 

wile and holy counſe!, and determination of God. 

The Infruments effeRing it, were their wicked hands, 

This foreknowledge and counſe] of God, as it did no way 
Nap efroſen- neceſfitate or enforce them to it 5 ſo neither doth it excule 
"AY - | vx their fact from the leaſt aggravation of its {finfulneſs. Ir did 
quit hutc 0c- He Re" 
cults juſſui NO more compel or force their wicked hands rodo what they 
non obrempe- did, than the Mariners hoifing up his ſails, to take the wind 
rant ; ſed 0- xg (ſerve his deſign, compels the wind. And it cannot excuſe 
= 1" 6d their action from one circumltance of fin : becauſe God's end 
Chriftcn per- and manner of acting was one thing 3 their end and manner 
caſſerun; inno- of acting another. His moſt pure and holy ; cheirs moſt ma- 
centein : con- ]jiCious, and daringly wicked. JIdew quod auo facint, non eſt 
tra legs. jdem. To this purpoſea grave Divine wel! expreſles it. 
+ os 5 «x. In reſpe& of God, Chritt's death was Juitice and Mercy. 
erciſeat In reſpect of man, ir was murder and cruelty. In reſpe& of 


ets p- himſelf, it was obedience and humility. Hence our note is- 

289. ; 

Do. Dodt. That our Lord Feſus Chriſt was not only put to death, but 
to the worſt of deaths, even the death of the Croſs, 


To this the Apoſtle gives a plain teſtimony, Phil. 2.8. He 
became obedient to death, even the death of the Croſs : where his 
humiliation is both ſpecified ; he was humbled to death ; and 

- aggravated by a moſt emphatica) reduplication, even the death 
of the Croſs. So Att. 5- 30. Feſus whom ye flew, and hanged 
»pon 4 tree, 9: 4. it did not ſuffice you co-put him to a violent, 
but you alſo put him to the moſt baſe, vile, and igaominious 
death : you hanged him on tree. 

In this point we willdiſculs theſe three particulars, viz. the 
nature, or kind; the manner, and reaſons of Chriſts death up- 
on the tree. | | 

I, Firf, I ſhall open the kind or nature of this deathy by (ſheiy- 
ing you that it was a violent, painful, ſhameful, curſed, ſlow, and 
fucconrleſs death. 

Firf, It was a violent death, that Chriſt died. Fiolenr in it 
ſelf, though vo/unrary on his part. He was cut off out of the 
land of the living, Iſa. 53-8. And yet he laid down hi life of 
bimſelf ; no man took it from him, Joh. 10. 17, I call his death 

yi0- 
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violent, becauſe he died not a natural death, (5. e.) he lived 
not till nature was conſumed with age, as it is in many who 
live till their balſamum radicale radical moiſture, like the oyl 
in the Lamp, be quite conſumed, and then go out like an ex- 
piring Lamp. It was not fo with Chriſt. For he was bur 
in the very flower and prime of his time when he died. And 
indeed he muſt either die a violent death, or not die at all ; 
partly becauſe there was no fin in him, to open a door to na- 
tural deaths as it doth in all others. Partly becauſe elſe his 
death had not been a facrifice acceptable and ſatisfactory to 
God for us. That which died of it ſelf, was never offered up 
ro: God ; but that which was ſlain when it was in its full 
ſtrength and health. The Temple was a Type of the body of Jokn -. 5. 
Chriſt. Now, when the Temple was deſtroyed, ic did not 
drop down as an ancient ſtructure decayed by time ; but was 
pulled down by violence, when ir was ſtanding in its full 
ſtrength. Therefore he is ſaid to /ufer death, and to be put ro 
death for us in the fleſh, 1 Pet. 3. 18. That's the firſt thing. 
It was a violent, though a voluntary death. For violent is nor 
' oppoled to voluntary, but to natural. 
Secondly, The death of the Croſs was a moſt painful death. 
Indeed in this death were many deaths contrived in one. The 
Croſs was a Rack. as wel] as a Gibbecr. The pains Chriſt 
ſuffered upon the Croſs, are by the Apoſtle emphatically (il'd 
Ts dives Ts vay%Ts, As 2,24. the pains of death : but proper- 
ly they fignifie the pangs of Travail : yea, the birth paogs, the 
moſt acute ſorrows of a travailing Woman. His Sou! was in 
travail, 1/a. 53. His body in bitter pangs; and being as Agni- 
nas ſpeaks, optime complecionatus, of the moſt excellent Cralis, 
exact and juſt temperament ; his {ences were more acute and 
delicate than ordinary : and all the time of his ſuffering ſo 
they continued ; not in the leaſt blunted, dulled or rebated by 
the pains he ſuffered. | 
The death of Chriſt doubtleſs contamed the greateſt, and Contine3.7 
acuteſt pains imaginable. Becauſe theſe pains of Chriſt alone, ns m.xi- 
were intended to equalize all that mitery, which the fin of ry6.qyt na 
man deſerved, all-chat pain which the Damned thall, and the 17/59 
Ele& deſerved to feel. Now to have pains meeting at once 4at , _ 
upon one perſon, equivalent to all the pains of the damned ; hominun pec- 
Judge you what a plight Chriſt was in. cata mereban 
Thirdly, The death of the Croſs, was a ſhameful death. Not 7, © 
Rx 3 only 
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only becauſe the cracified were ſtripped quite naked, and (9 
expoſed as ſpeRacles of ſhame : but mainly, becauſe it was 
that kind of death which was appointed for the baſeſt, and 
viie(t of men. 
Their Free-men when they committed capital Crimes,were 
not condemned to the Croſs. No,that was looked upon as the 
Vide Lyſizs death appointed for ſlaves. Taciris calls it ſervile ſupplicium, the 
de cric?. puniſhment of a ſlave : and to the ſame fenſe Fuveral ſpeaks, 
L2.L.Cap-I. one cruce2 ſervo, put the croſs upon the back of a ſlave. As 
ni- Boy had a greatefteem of a Free-man, fo they manifeſted ir, 
even when they had forfeited their lives, 1n cutting them off 
by more honourable kinds of death. This by hanging on the 
Morten banc Efe&s Was always accounted molt ignominious- To rhis day we 
Hwners0.7yf, fay of him that's hanged, he dies the death of a Dog : And 
 weat vi - yet it's (aid of our Lord Jeſus, Heb. 12. 2, he not only endur'd 
ALILES? = the Croſs, bur alſo deſpiſed the ſhame. Obedience ro his 
Pas Fathers vill, and Zeal for your Salvation, made him digeſt 
> fz1am. the ſhame of it. and deſpiſe the baſeneſs that was in it. 
Four:hly, The death of the Crols, was a car/ed death. Upon 
tht account he is {2id to be made #4722, a curſe for us 5, For it 
is written, curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree, Gal. 3. 13. 
This refers to Dear. 21. 23. His body ſhall not remain all night 
upon the Tree, but thou ſhalt in any wiſe bury him that day ;, for he 
that is hanged,zs accurſed of G:a. The very ſymbol of lifting them 
up berwixrt heaven andearth, carryed much ſhame inir. For 
it implied this in it, that the perſon fo uſed, was ſo execrable, 
b:ſe and vile, that he deſerved not to tread upon the earth, or 
v4 041434 Couch the ſurface of the ground any more. And the command 
hec pr2 honore FOR DUTYLNZ chem thar day, doch notat all mitigate, burrather 
cadaveris je- aggravates this curſe: ſpeaking the perſon to be ſo abomina- 
4 Peliendi, ſed ble, that as he is lifted up ifito the air, and hanging between 
2 A gvdcod3t heaven and earth, as unworthy ever to ſet foot rhore upon the. 
SE WET oth; ſo when dead, they were to baſtea to bury tims-thar 
Cam Ct) 4 : - : F 0 YES. * 
«3&Fcie ter- ſuch an abominable fight might be removed afioon-25s-might 
ye :1itur, be, from before the eyes of men ; and-*that the*earth-might 
& terranm not be defiled, by his lying on-:1; ſurface of it,, meh -raken 
Bonfrerius. own. "x af EF | 


quinetur, Sic PETS SYS $2 4 
However, as.the learned Funins bath judiciouſly* obſerved, 
that this curſe-is only a Ceremonial Corte : For otherwiſe it's 
neither in it (elf, nr by the .Law of vacure,- or by civil Law, 
more exeerable than any other death; And the mainreaſon 


- 2 | why 
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why the Ceremonlal Law affixed the curſe to this rather than 
to any other death, was principally with reſpe& to the dearh 
Chriſt was to die. And therefore, Reader, ſee and admire the 
providence of God, that Chriſt ſhould die by a Roman and 
not by a Jadaick Law. For crucifying, or hanging on the Tree, 
was a Roman puniſhment, and not in uleamong the Fews. Bur 
the Scriptures cannot be broken. je 
Fifthly, The death of the Croſs was'a very flow,and linger- 
ing death. They died leiſfurably. Which {li!] encreaſeth, and 
aggravateth the miſery of it. If a man mult die a violent death, 
it's a favour to be diſpatchr ; as they that are preſſed to death, 
beg for more weight. And it's a favour to thoſe that are 
hanged, to be ſmitten on the breaſt, or plucked by the heels 
by their Friends. On the contrary, tohang long in the midſt 
of tortures, to have death coming up3n us with a flow pace, 
that we m3y feel every tread of it, as it comes on, is a milery. 
The Tyrant that heard the poor Martyr was dead under his 
firteorMents, ſaid as one dilzppointed, Evaſir. He hath eſca- 
ped me. Fof he intended to have kept him much longer under 
roriments. And it was the crue] counſel of another to his Ex- 
ecutioner ; Fer him die (0, as he may feel himſelf how he dies. And Moriacur, ut 
ſurely in this reſpec it was worle for Chriit, than any other /ſen:ia: /e 
that was ever nailed to the Tree. For ail rhe white he hang'd 7% 
there, he remained full of life and acute ſence, His life de- 
parted not gradually, but was whole in him to the laſt. Other 
men die geradually,and rowards their end their fence of pain is 
muci: blunted. They faulter, fumble and expire by degrees; but 
Chriſt {ftood under the pains of death in his full ſtrength. His 
life was whole ia him. This was evident by the mighty cut- Vitam & i- 
cry he mace, wv hen he gave up the Ghoſt. Which argued him! , 99/74 
then to be full of firength, contrary to the experience of all AY 
other men. Which made the Centurion when he hezrd it, to g+ 1nd) 
conclude ; Surely thus was the Son of God, Mark 1 5.37. 30 woluit Jepomes 
Sixikly,!\c as a ſucconlefs and helpiels death to Chriſt. Some» 547. Ames. 
times they gave to maiefators amidit their torments, Vinegar 
and Myrh to blunt, dull and ftupifie their Sences. And if 
they hanged long, would break their bones, to diſpatch them 
out of their pains. Chritt had none of this favour. Inſtead of 
Vinegar and Myrh, they gave him Vinegar and Gall to drink, 
to ag2ravate his torments. And for the breaking of his bones, 
he prevented it, by dying before they came to break his __ 
or 
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For the Scriptures muſt be fulfilled, which faith, ot a bone of 
him ſhall be broken, 

This now was the kind and nature of that death he died. 
Even the violeat, painful, ſhameful, curſed. ſlow and ſucconr- 
leſs death of the Croſs. An Ancient puniihment both among 

$orom tr, the Romans and Carthagenians. But in honour of Chriſt, who 

cap. 2. Cied this death, Con#antine the great abrogated it by Law, 
ordaining that none ſhould ever be Crucifted any more, be- 
cauſe Chriſt died that Death. 

2. Secondly, As to the manner of the execution. They that 
GodwinsAn- were condemned to the death of the Croſs, (faith a Learned 
tio. liv. 3. Antiquary of our own) bare their Croſs upon their own 
Sctt.3-P-192 ſhoulders, to the place of execution. Then was ftript of all 

their cloaths, for they ſuffered naked. And then were faſined 
to the Croſs with nails. ; 

The manner how that was done,one gives us in theſe words, 

HerlesGon They ſtretch him out (meaning Chriſt) like another //aac 
templa. of ypon his own burden, the Croſs ; that ſo they might take 
gp Pai- meaſure of the holes. And though the Print of his blood upon 
£ iy it,gave them the true length of his body x yet how ſtrictly do 
"they take it longer than the trath. Thereby ar once to Cru- 
cifie, and rack him. Then being nailed, like as Hofes lifted up 
the Serpent, ſo was the Son of Man lifted up. And when the 
Croſs, with the Lord faſtned on it, fell into its ſocket, or baſis, 
it jerked the whole, and every part of his ſacred body. And 
the whole weight hanging on his nailed hands, the wounds by 
degrees grew wider and wider : till at laſt he expired in the 

midſt of thoſe tortures. 

And that the equity of their proceedings might the better 
appear, to the people; the cauſe of the puniſhment was writ- 
ten in Capital Letters, and fixed to the Tree over the head of 
the Malefator. Of this appendant to this kind of death, I 
ſhall ſpeak diſtinaly in the next Sermon, before I come to 
handle the manner of his death: there being ſo much of pro- 
vidence in that circumſtance, as invites us to ſpend more 
_ a few tranſient thoughts upon it. Mean while in thenex: 
place, 

3. Thirdly, We will enquire briefly into the reaſons why 

Chriſt died this, rather than any other kind of death. And 
amongſt others, theſe threeare obyious. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Becauſe Chriſt muſt bear the curſe in his death, and Prtifina cau- 
a curſe by Law was affixed to no other kind of death, as it /* -1edifiv- 
was to this. The Learned 45us upon Joſhnah 2. 29, Com- "7, 9% £8 
menting upen the death of the King of 4, who was hanged | ng: wy 
on the Tree, until! evening. tells us that the principal reaſon of pr/i;naba- 
the malediction and execrableneſs of this death was, becauſe 7+ Maſius. 
the death of Chriſt was prefigured in that myſtery. Chriſt 
came to take away the curſe from us, by this death ; and fo 
muſt be made 2 curſe. On him muſt all the curſes of the Mo- 
ra] Law lie, which were due to us. And that nothing might be 
wanting to make it a full curſe; the very death he died, muſt 
alſo have a Ceremonial curſe upon it. 

Secondly, Chriit died this, rather than any other kind of 
death; to fulfil the Types, and prefigurations that of old were 
made with reſpect to it. All the Sacrifices were lifred up 
from the earth, upon the Altar. Buteſpecially the braſen Ser- 
pent prefigured this death, Numb. 21. 9. Moſes made a Serpent 
of Braſs and put it upona pole. And faith Chriſt, Joh. 3. 14. 
As Moſes /ifted up the Serpent in the wilderneſs, ſo muſt the Son of 
an be lifted up, that ſo he might correſpond with that lively 
Type, made of him in the wilderneſs. 

Thirdly, Chriſt died this, rather chan any other death, be- 
cauſe it was predicted of him, and in him mutt all the pre- 
dictions, as well as Types be fully accompliſhed. The Plal- 
miſt ſp:ke in the perſon of Chriſt, of this death, as plainly as 
if he had rather been writing the Hiſtory of what was done, 
than a Prophecy of what was to be done, ſo many years af+ 
terwards, Pſal. 22. 16, 17. For dogs have compaſlſed me abour, 
the aſlembly of the wicked have encloſed me; they pierced 
my hands and my feer. I may tell all my bones, they look and 
fare upon me. Which hath a manifeſt reference to the diſten- 
tion of all his members upon tne Tree, which was as a rack 
ro him. So Zech 12.10. They ſhall look upon me, whom 
they have pierced. Yea, Chrift himſelf had forerold the death 
he ſhould die, inthe forecired, Fob. 3. 14. Saying, he mult be 
lifred up, 74. e. ) hanged between heaven and earth. And the 
Scriptures muſt be fulfilled. . 

Thus you have a brief account both of the kind, manner, 
and reaſons of this death of Chriſt. The improvemenr of it, 
you haye in the following Inferences of truth, deducible from 
it, 

Inference 


=—_ 
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| Inference 1, ; 
Iofer. 1 Is Chriſt dead? And did he die the violent, painful, ſhame- 
ful, curſed, flow, and ſuccourleis death of the Croſs ? Then 
A demon- ſurely there is forgiventſs with God. and ilenteous redemption for 
{tration of : EE” SH + +be blood of the C 
the greateſt of Sinners; that by Faith appiy :4» blood of the Croſs, 


pardo:3 for : | I 
tne greateſt £0 their foor guilt Souls. YO ſpeaks the Apo: TT. I 4+ In 
of ſingers. whom we have redemption through his blood, cir ' © forgiveneſs 


of ſins, And 1 Feb. 1.7, Theblood of Chriji > 245 from all 
ſm. Two things will make this demonitr 4: - 

Firſt, That there is ſufficient efficacy in £1 1 00d of the 
Croſs, to expiate the greatel(t Sins- 

Secondly, That the efficacy of it & deſigned i. | :ntended by 
God for believing finners. How clearly do i. theſe pro- 
poſitions lie in the Word. 

Firſt, That there is ſufficient efficacy in the blood of the 
Crols, to expiate and waſh away the greateſt ſins. This is 
manifeſt, for it is pretious blood, as it's called, 1 Per. 1. 18. 7 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as Silver and Grid ; but 
with the pretious blood of the Son of God. This preciouinels of 
the blood of Chriſt riſes from the union it hath with that per- 
ſon, who is over all God blefled for ever. And on that ac- 
count is ſtiled the blood of God, A. 20. 28. And lo it be- 
comes Royal, Princely blood. Yea, ſuch for the dignity, and 
efficacy of it, as never was created, or ſhall ever run in any 
other veins, but his. The blood of all the creatures in the 
world, even a Sea of humane blood ; bears no more propor- 
tion to the pretious and excellent blood of Chriſt, than a diſh 
of common water, to a River of liquid Gold. On the account 
of its invaluable preciouſnels, it becomes ſatisfying and recon- 
Cciling blood to God. So rhe Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col. 1. 20. And 
(having made peace through the Blood of hs Croſs,) by him to recon- 
cile all things to himſelf; by him I ſay, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven, The ſame blood which 1s Redemption 
to them that dwell on earth, is Confirmation to them that dwell 
in Heaven. Before the efficacy of this blood guilt vaniſhes, 
and ſhrinks away ; as the thadows before the glorious Sun. 
Every drop of it hath a voice, and ſpeaks to the ſoul that firs 
crembling under its guiir, better things than the blood of Abel, i 
Heb. 12. 24. It ſprinkles us from an evil, (5. e.) an unquier, 
and accuſing conſcience, Heb. 1o. 22. For having enough in ic | 
to ſatisfie God, it muſt needs have enough in it to fatisfie 
conſcience. Con- 


— 
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Conſcience can demand no more for its ſatisfaRion, nor 
will it take leſs, than God demands for his ſatisfaction. And 
in this blood is enough to give both ſatisfaction. 

Secondly, As there is ſufficient Efficacy in this blood, to ex- 
piate the greateſt guilt ; ſo it's as manifeſt, that the vertue and 
efficacy of it, is intended and deſigned by God for the Ute ot 
believing ſinners. Such blood as this was ſhed wichout doubc 
for ſome weighty end. That ſome might be the better for it. 
Who they are for whom it is intended, is plain enough from 
Af 13. 39. Ard by bim all that believe, are juſtified from all 
things; from which they could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. 

That the remiffion of the fins of believers was the great 
thing deſigned in the pouring out of this precious blood of 
Chriſt, appears from all the Sacrifices that figured it to the 
ancient Church. The ſ{heding of that Typical blood, ſpake a 
deſign of pardon. And the putting of their hands upon the head 
of the Sacrifice, ſpake the way and Method of believing, by 
which that blood was then applied to: chem in that way : and 
is ſtill applied to us in a more excellent way. Had no pardon 
been intended, no Sacrifices had been appointed. 

Moreover, let it be conſidered ; this blood of the Crols is 
the blood of a ſurety 3 that came under the ſame obligations 
with us, and in ourname or ſtead thed it : and fo of courſe 
frees and diſcharges the principal offender, or debtor, Heb. 
7.22, Can Godexa® ſatisfaction from the blood and death 
of his own Son, the ſurety of Believers ; and yet ſtill demand 
it from Believers ? It cannot be. #ho(ſaith the Apoſtle) ſhalt 
lay any thing to the charge cf Gods ele&? It ts God that Tuſtifieth, 
Who ſhall condemn ? 1t 1s Ckrift that died, Rom. 8. 33, 34. And 
why are faith and repentance preſcribed as the means of par- 
don? Why doth God every where in his word, call upon fin- 
ners to repent, and believe in this blood 2 Encouraging them 
fo to do, by ſo many pretious promiſes of remiffion : and de- 
claring the inevitable and eternal ruine of all impenitent and 
unbelieving ones, who deſpiſe and rejeR this blood > What I 
ſay, doth all this ſpeak, but the poſſhbility of a pardon for the 
greateſt of finners: and the certainty of a free, full, and final 
pardon, for all believing (tnaners 2 O what a Joyful ſound is 
this > What raviſhing voices of peace, pardon, grace, and ac- 
ceptance come to our ears, from the blood of the Croſs ! - 

The greateſt guile char onde og contracted upon a "_ 
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ling ſhaking Conſcience, can ſtand before the efficacy of the 
blood of Chriſt, no more, than the ſinner himſelf can ſtand 
before the Juſtice of the Lord, with all the guilt upon him. - 

Reader, The word aflures thee ; what ever thou haſt been, 
or art, that ſins of as deep adie as thine, have been waſhr a- 
way in this blood. I was 4 bdlaſphemer, A per ſecutor, injurious 5 
but: 1 obtained mercy, ſaith Paul, 1 Tim. 1. 13. but it may be 
thou wilt obje& : this was a rare and {1ngular inſtance, and,it's 
a great quzition whether any other finner ſhall find the like 
grace. that hedid- No queſtion of it at all, if you believe in 
Chriſt, as hedid ; for he tells us verſ. 16. For this cauſe 1 ob- 
tained mercy, that in me firſt, Feſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all lon; 
ſuffering, for a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter believe on him, 
zo life everlaſting. So that upon the ſame grounds he obtained 
mercy, you may obtain it alſo. 

Thoſe very men who had a hand 1n the ſheding of Chriſt's 
blood, had the benefit of that blood afterwards pardoning 
them, A. 2. 36. There is nothing. but unbelief and impeni- 
tency of heart, bars thy ſoul-from the bleflings of this blood. 

Inference 2. 

Did Chriſt die the curſed death of the Croſs for believers, 
then though there may be much of pain, there is nothing of curſe in 
the death of the Saints, It ſtill wears its dart, by which it 
ſtrikes ; but hath loſt its ſting by which it hues and deſtroys. 
A Serpent that hath no ſting, may hiſs and affright ; but we 
may take him in our hand without danger. Death poured 
out all irs poiſon, and loſt its ſting in Chriſts fide, when he 
became a curle for- us. 

Burt what ſpeak I of the innacency and harmleſnefs of death 
to believers, It is certainly their friend, and great benefacor. 
As rhere is no curſe, ſo there are many bleſſings in.it. Death 
is yours, 1 Cor. 3.22. Yours as a ſpecial priviledge and fa- 
vour. Chriſt hatch not only conquered it, but is more than a 
conqueror 3 for he hath made it beneficial, and very ſervice- 
able to the Saints, When Chriſt was nailed to the tree, then 
he faid as it were to death which came to. grapple with him 


there ; O drath, I will be thy plagues, O grave, I will be thy deſtru- 


&ion; And fo he was: for he {ſwallowed up death in vicory, 
Spoiled it of its power. So thar it drives but a poor trade 
now among believers; frighting ſome weak ones among them, 
though it cannot hurt them ar all. | 
In- 
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If Chriſt died the curſed death of the Croſs for us, how 1»fer, 3. 
cheerfully ſhould we ſubmit to, and bear any croſs for Jeſus Chriſt | Omnes Chri- 
He had his croſs, and we have ours 3 but what feathers are fir ef 
ours, compared with his ? His croſs was a heavy croſs indeed, ©": 
yet how patiently and meekly did he ſupport it! He endured bis 
cr:F, we cannot endure or bear ours, though they be not to 
be named with his. Three things would marvellouſly ſtreogth- 
en us to bear the croſs of Chriſt, and bring up a good report 
upon it in the world. 

Firſt, That we ſhall carry it but a little way. Second!y, Chriſt 
bears the heavieſt end of it. Thirdly, Innumerable bleflings and 
mercies grow upon the Croſs of Chrilſt. = 

Firſt, We thall bear it but a little way. It ſhould beenovgh 1f twenty 
to me (faith a holy one) that Chriſt will have joy and ſorrow crofſesbe 
halfers of the life of the Saints. And that each of them ſhould ite" _—_ 
have a ſhare of our days, as the night and day are kindly {10.120 
partners of time 5 and take it up berwixt them. But if ſor- will ome at 
row be the greedieſt halfer of our days here, I know joys laſt to nin- * 


day ſhall dawn,and do more than recompence all our (ad hours. ms ngagh 
cr a4 - 


thing. Put your head betwixt Chrifts breaſts for eyermore, and his own ſoft hand to dr\ 
your face, and wipe away your tears. 


Let my Lord Jeſus (fince he will do ſo) weave my bit,. and 
ſpan length of time with white and black ; well and wo..--— 
Let the roſe be neighbour with the thorn. —— © When we 
© zre over the water Chriſt ſhall cry. Down Croſles and up 
{© Heaven for evermore. Down Hell, and down Death, and 
* down Sin, and down Sorrow : and up Glory, up Life, up Joy 
* for evermore. *Tis true, - Chriſt and his Crols are not ſepa- 
© rable in this life,how be it, Chriſt and his Croſs part at Hea- 
© yvens door. For there is-no houſe-room for crofles in Hea- 
* yen. One tear, one figh, one {ad heart, one fear, one loſs,one 
* chought of trouble cannot find Lodging there.- Sorrow 
and the Saints are not married together ; or ſuppoſe it were 
ſo, Heaven ſhall make a divorce. Life is but ſhort, and there- 
fore croſſes cannot be long. Our ſufferings are but for a while, 
1 Pet. 5. 10.. They are but the ſufferings of the preſent time, 
Rom. 8. 18, 

Secondly, As we ſhall carry the Croſs of Chriſt but a lictle 
way, ſo Chriſt himſelf _ the heayieſt end of it. And as 
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one happily expreſſes, he ſaith of their croſſes, half mine, He 
dividerh ſufferings with them, and takes the largeſt ſhare to 
himſelf. © O how (reet a fight ({aich one (weetly) is it ro ſee 
« 2 crofs betwixt Chriſt and us- To hear our Redeemer ſay, 
« 2 every figh,at every blow, and every loſs of a Believer.half 
© mine, For they are called the ſufferings of Chriſt, and che 
* reproach of Chriſt, Col. 2. 24. Heb. 11. 26. As when two 
© zre partners and owners of a Ship, half of che gain and half 
& of the loſs belongeth to either of the ewo. So Chriſt in our 
*« poff-rings, is half gainer and half tofer with us : yea, the 
& heavielt end of the black tree lyeth on your Lord. Ir falleth 
© firſt upon him, and but rebounds from him upon you : the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee, are fallen upon me,Plal.69.9, 
Nay, to ſpeak as the thing is, Chritt doth not only bear half, 


- or the better part 5 but the whole of our croſs and burden. 


Yea, he bears all, and more than all; for he bears us, and 
our burden coo ; or elſe we ſhould quickly fink, and faint 
under It. 

Thirdly, As we havenot far to carry it, and Chriſt carries 
the heavieſt part ; yea, all the burden for us : yea, us, and our 
burden to0:So in the laſt place ir's reviving to think what an in- 
numer2ble multitude of bleflings and mercies are the fruit and 
off-ſpring of a ſanctified croſs. Since that tree was fo richly 
watered with the blood of Chriſt z what ſtore of choice, and 
rich fruits doth it bear to believers ? 

Our ſuffering ' ſaich one) are waſhed in the blood of Chriſt, 
as well as our ſouls. © For Chriſts merits bought a bleſſing to 
& the crofles of the ſons of God. Our troubles owe us a free 
©* paſſage through him. Devils, and men, and crofles are our 
* debtors; and death, and all ſtorms are our debtors, to blow 
* our poor toſſed bark over the water fraught-free: and to 
6: ſet the Travellers in their own known ground. Therefore 
© we ſhall die, and yet live. - I know no man hath a 
* velvet croſs, but the croſs is made of what God will have 
*it; but verily, how be it, it beno warrantable market to 
* buy a croſs, yet I dare not ſay, O that I had liberty ro (el! 
* Chriſts croſs, leit therewith alſo I thoula ſell joy, com- 
© fort, ſence of love, patience, and the kind viſits of a Bride- 
- groom. — I have but ſma]l experience of ſufferings 
2 for Chriſt, but Jet my Judge and Witneſs in Heaven, lay 
-- my ſoul in the ballance of Juſtice ; If I find not a young Hea- 
"VEN, 
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<* ven, and a little Paradiſe of glorious comforts, and ſoul de- 
« lizhting love kifles of Chrilt, in ſuffering for him and his 
* truth, — My priſon is my palace, my forrow is 
& with child of Joy. My lefles are rich Icfles, wy pain eafte 
«* pain, my heavy Cays are hely days, and happy days. I may 
©* tell a new tale of Chriſt ro my friends. ——E-—— O what 
* owe l to the file, and ro the hammer, and' to the furnace 
*- of my Lord Jeius ! who hath now ler me fee how good 
© the wheat of Chriſt is, that goes through his mill, and his 
© oven 53 to be made Bread for his own Table. Grace 
« tried, is better chan grace, and more than grace. Ic's glory 
5 in the Infancy. | 

* Who knows the truth of grace without a trial ? --—— 
* O how lictle getteth Cliriſt of us but what he winneth /to 
* (peak ſo) with much toil, and pains * And how ſoon 
* would faith freeze without a Croſs / bear your Croſs there- 
<* fore with joy. 


Inference 4. | 

Did Chriſt die the death, yea, the worſt of deaths for us? 
Then it follows, that our mercies are brought forth with great 
difficulties z and that which is ſweet to #3 in the fruition, was coſtly 
and hard to Chriſt in the acquiſition, Surely upon every 
mercy we have, this motto is written, The price of blood, 
Col. 1. 14, 1n whom we have redemption through his blood : 
upon which a Jate neat Writer delivers himſelf thus. © The 
+ way of grace is here conliderable 3 life comes through 
<« death ; God comes in Chriſt; and Chriſt comes in blood : 
© the choiceſt mercies come through the greateſt miſeries ; 
* prime favours come- ſwiming in blood to us- Through 
& 2 red Sea, J/ratl came to Canaav, Many a man loſt his 
« life, and much blood thed ; the very land. flowing with 
* milk and honey, was firſt made to flow with blood, ere 
&« 7/-acl could inherit the promiſe. Seven Nations were de- 
& ftroyed ere the Land of Canaan was divided to the //ra- 
« cites, Afts 13, 19. *© — Sin makes mercy fo ceadly 
« hard to bring forth, To Chriſten ever preticus Child, 
©-every Benjamin Benoni, every fon of Gods right hand, a 
* ſon of ſorrow and death to her that brings him forth, A- 
* Jams ſweets had no bitter till he tranigrefſed Gods will, 
© One mercy did not die to bring forth another, till he 
© died. But oh! how ſhould this raiſe the value of Our 
* | * mercies !. 
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© mercies ! What, theprice of blood, the price of pretious 
* blood, the blood of the Croſs ! O what an eſteem ſhould 
*« this raiſe ! 

* Things (as the ſame ingenious Author adds) are prized 
*© rather as they come, than as they are. Far fetchrt and 
* dear bought makes all the price, and gives all the worth 
* with us weak Creatures. . Upon this ground: the Scrip- 
© ture, when it ſpeaks of our great fortune, tells the great 
© price it coſt, as eying our weakneſs, who look more at 
* what things coſt, than at what they are. And as know- 
* ing if any thing will take with us, this will. To 4im that 
5 o_ #5, and waſhed us from our ſin, in his own blood, Re- 
"PVClL. I. 5. 

* Man is a legal Creature, and looks much at what is given 
* for a thing. What did this coſt > Why, it coſt Chriſts 
* own blood. Colour is more than the Cloth witch us, and 
* Scarlet colour is a general taking colour with ns : and there- 
* fore is Chriſts garment dipt in blood, and he admired in 
* this habit. Who is this that cometh from Edom ? with gar- 
« ments died red from Bozra ? | 

Beware then you abuſenot any of the mercies that Chriſt 
brought forth with ſo many bitter pangs, and throws. And let 
all this endear Chriſt more than ever to you, and make you 
in adeep ſenſe of his grace and love, to ſay, 


Thanks be to God for Jeſus Chriſt, 
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And a ſuperſcription alſo was written over him, in let- Se 
ters of Greek, and Latine, and Hebrew ; This is the which di- 


Ee af To reed and 
Fung of the Jews ordered 


Bom I paſs on to the- manner of Chriſts death, TI ſhall —_— 


. confider the Title affixed to the Croſs : in which very the Croſs 
much of the wiſdom of providence was diſcovered. It of Chriſt. 
was the manner of the Romans, that the equity of 

their proceedings might the more clearly appear to the peo- 
ple, when they crucified any man, to publiſh the cauſe of his 
_ ceath in a Table written in Capital Letters, and placed over 
the head of the crucified. And that there might be at leaſt a 
ſhew and face of Juſtice in Chriſts death, he alſo ſhall have 
his title or ſuper(cription- 

The worſt and mot unrighreous ations labour to cover 
and ſhroud themſelves under pretenſions of equity. Sin is (o 
ſhameful a thing, that it cares not to own its name. Chriſt 
ſhall] have a Table written for him alſo. This writing one 
Evangeliſt calls the Accuſartion, Matth. 27. 37. Another calls 
it the 7zile, John 19. 19. Another the Inſcription or Superſcrip- 4:7iz 7i7aG 
tion, ſo the Text. And another the Superſcription of his Ac- *7/7<22» 
cuſation, Mark 15, 26, In ſhort, it was a fair legible writing 7 F 
26g to expreſs the fat or crime, for which the perſon 

ied. 

This was their uſuz] manner, though ſometimes we find it 
was publiſhed by the voice of the common Cryer. As in 
the cale of A4rralus the Martyr, who was led about the Ampri- 
theater; one proclaiming before him, This is Artalus the Chriſtian, 
Bat it was cuſtomary and uſual to expreſs che crime in a writ- 
ten Table, as the Text expreſſes it. Wherein thele three 
things offer themſelves to your conſideration, 4 

| Firſt, 


Eyſeb, Eccleſ. 
Hit.li>s c.1 
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I: Firſt, The CharaSter or Deſcription of Chriſt contained in 
Ttezr ita that writing. And he is deſcribed by his Kingly dignity : 
: 1 © Thisis the King of the Fews, That very office which bura little 
eft Jeſus Na- > LY 
zarcnus, Rex Defore they had reproached and derided, bowing the knee to 
tudror:m., him in mockery, fayiag, Hail King of the fews, the providence 
Par, of God fo orders it, that therein he ſhall be vindicated and 

honoured. This is the King of the Fews : Or as the other Evan- 
geliſts compleat it, This is Feſus of Nazareth the King of the 
eWs, 
Secondly, The perſon that drew his CharaQer or Title. It 
was Pilate; he that but now condemned him: he thar was his 
Fudge, (ſhall be his Herald, to proclaim his glory. For the Ti- 
tle is honourable. Surely this was not from himſelf, for he 
was Chriſts enemy 3 but rather than Chriſt ſhould want a 
rongue to clear him, the tongue of an enemy ſhail do it. 
Titul3; pm Thirdly, The time when this honour was done him : it was 
1:2 for/an When he was at the loweſt ebb of his glory: when ſhame and 
« fir impyſitus, reproach were heaped on him by all hands. When all the Dif 
{-4 altius aſ- ciples had forſaken him, and were fled. Net one left to pro- 
} x of js . Claim his innocency, or ſpeak a word in his vindication. Then 
eſt 5 ag Det - 
concilivn, qu; doth the providence of God as ſtrangely as powerfully over- 
zeftirom hc rule the heart and pen of Pilate, to draw this Title for him,and 
pblico, Chri- affix it to his Croſs. Surely we muſt look higher than Plate 
fo (65, ,. 1M EDS thing, and ſee how providence ſerves it ſelf by che hands 
ini p;. Of Chriſt's adverſaries. Pilare writes in honour of Chriſt, and 
1:ti ſori>tura Riffly defends it roo. Hence our obſervation is ; 
wluit, Par. 
Do&t. 1: Dot. 1. That the dignity of Chriſt was openly proclaimed, and de- 
| fended by an enemy ; and that in the time of his greateſt Reproa- 
ches, and Sufferinge. 


To open this myſtery of providence to you, that you may 
not ſtand idly gazing upon Chriſt's Tirle,as many then did: we 
muſt Fir/# con{ider the nature and quality of this Title. Se- 
condly, what hand the providence of God had in this matter. 
Thirdly, and then draw forth the proper Ules and Improve- 
ments of it. 

A Firft, To open the nature and quality of Chriſt's Title-or 
Inſcription; let it be throughly conſidered and ie {hall find, 


Firſt, 


Serm. 2.7. to the Croſs of Chriſt, TE 
Firſt, That it was an extraordinary Title, varying from all 

examples of that kind 3 and directly croſſing the main defign 

and end of their own cuſtoin. For as I hinted before, the end 

of it was to clear the equity of their proceedings; and ſhes the 

people how juſtly chey ſuffered thoſe puniſhments inflicted &©n 


them for ſuch crimes. But Lo, here is a Title expreſſing no 1#-c e<:14 or: 
crime at all, and fo vindicating Chriit's innocency. This vinriun cit, 


ſome of them perceived, and moved ?lare ro change it, nor $44 tine 
this is, bur this is he that (aid I am the King of the Jews. In, if 


derful a thing was this ! But what ſhall we ſay! It was a day 
of wonders, and extraordinary things. As there was never 
ſuch a perſon Crucified before, ſo there never was ſuch a 
Title affixed to the Crols before. 

Secondly, As it was an extraordinary, fo it was a fublick _ . . 
Title, both wric&n, and publiſhed with the greateſt advan- 10> 
rages of ſpreading it ſelf far and near, among all people that &: tuie viii 
could be. For it was written in three Languages, and thoſe gatiffimis ; 
moſt known in the world at that time. The Greek tongue {crib! voluir 


was then known in moſt parts of the world. The Hebrew was 166 dugg 
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the Jews native Language. And the Latine the Language of ;jneltii p- 
the Geatiles. So that it being written both in Hebrew,Greek, tit. F,re:w. 


and Latine, it was ealie to be underſtood, both by Jews and 
Gentiles. 

And indeed unto this the providence of God had a ſpecial 
eye, to make it notorious and evident to all the world. For 
even ſo all things deſign'd, for publick view, and knowledge 
were written. Joſephus tells us of certain Pillars on which 
was Engraven in Letters of Greek and Latine. 7: is a wicked- ,, 1... 
neſs for ſtrangers to enter into the holy-place. Sothe Souldiers of canaun in- 
Gordian the third Emperour, when he was ſlain upon the box- gred! atieni- 
ders of Perſia, they raiſed a Monument for him,1nd engraved #'"'s 1-74 
his memoria! upon it, in Greek, Latine, Perſick, Tudaick, and ©* 
Egyptick Letters ; that all people might read the ſame. And 
25 it was vvritten in three Learned L:nguages,lo it was expoſed 
ro view ina publick place; and at that time, when multitudes 
of frangers, as well as Jews were at Jeruſalem: it was at the 
rime of the Paſſover. So that all things concurred to (pread 
3nd divuige the innocency of Chriſt, vindicated in this Title. 

Thirdly, As it was a pablick, ſo it was an honoxrable Title. 


Such was che nature of it, ſaith Bucer; thar in © ie midit of Bacer, i» £3: 


Tt | death 


D- 
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that as they conceived lay his Crime. O how ſtrange and won- nite. cs. 
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death Chriſt began to Triumph by it. And by reaſon thereof 
the Croſs began to change its own nature, and inſtead of a 
Rack, or Ergine of torture, it became a Throne of Majeſty. 
Yea, it might be called now, as the Church it felt is, the Pillay 
and ground of Truth for it held out much of the Goſpel, much 
of the glory of Chriſt ; as that Pillar doth, ro which a Royal 

. Proclamation is affixed. 

"  Fourthly, It was a vindicatin? Title, It clear'd up the ho- 
nour, dignity, and innocency of Chriſt, againſt all the falſe 
impurations. calumnies, and blaſphemies, which were caſt up- 
on him before, by the wicked tongues, both of Fews and 
Gentiles. | 

They had called him a deceiver, an uſurper, a blaſphemer, 
they rent their cloaths in token 6f their deteſtation of his 
blaſphemy ; beczuſe he mace himfelf the,Son of God,- and 
King of 1/rael. But now in this they acknoWledged him to be, 
both Lord and Saviour. Nor a mock King, asthey had made 

' him before. - So that herein the itonour of Chriſt was fully 
vindicated. : 

Tribus lin- Fifebly, Moreover it was a predi&ing, and prefaging Title. 
guis ſcribi Evidently foreihewing, the propagation of Chriſt's Kingdom; 
by vo Fm and rhe ſpreading of his name and glory, among all Kindreds, 
hoc eff=r.f,- Nations, Tongues, and Languages. As Chriſt hath right to 
turzyoca- Enter into a}l. the Kingdoms of the earth by his Goſpel, and 
tionis oani- ſer up his Throne in every Nation : fo it was preſaged by this 
vm 50.152 Title, that he ſhould do fo. And that both Hebrews, Greeks, 
"2 {4 & and Latines, ſhould be called ro the knowledge of him. Nor 
Grzcorum Is it a wonder that this ſhould be predicted by wicked Pare, 
& Latino- when Caiaphas himſelf, a man every way as wicked as he, had 
a_ ad Chri- Prophefied to the ſame purpoſe, Job. 11.51, 52. For being 
Þ,, 2 High Prieſt that year, he propheſied, that Feſus ſhould gye for 
; that Nation, and not for that Nation only, bat that alſo be ſhoald 
gather together in one, the children of God, that were' ſcattered 

abroad. Yea, many have PFophefied in Chriſt's name, who for 

211 rhat ſhall never be owned by bim, Matth. 7. 22. 

Sixthly, And Laſtly. it was an immutable Title. The Jews 
endeavoured, btt could not per{wade Pilate to alter it.' To all 

 Hzc Pilar; their importunities he returns this reſolute anſwer, What / have 
confta..tia written 1 have written; as if heſhould ſay, urge me no more, 
eymezPro- T have written his Title, I cannot, I will not alter a Letter, 
tends ct, 2 Point thereof. Surely the conſtancy of Pare, art this time, 
Cay, : ; Can. 
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can be attributed to nothing, bur divine ſpecial Providence. 
Moſt wonderful, that he, who before was as unconſtant. as a 
Reed ſhaken by the wind, is now as fixed as 2 Pillar of Brafc, 

And yet more wonderful that he thonld write down thar 
very particular in the Title of Chriſt, 73s is rhe King of rhe 
Fews, Which was the very thing, that fo ſcrred- him but a lir- 
tle before, and was the very conſideration that moved him to 
give Sentence. What was noiy become of the fear of Cz/ar # 
that Pilate dares to be Chriſt's Herald, and publickly to pro- 
claim him The King of the Fews. This was the Title. 

Secondly, We ſhall next enquire what hand the divine pro- 
vidence had in this buſineſs. 

And indeed, the providence of God in this hour aRed glo- 
riouſly, and wonderfully theſe five ways. _. 

Firft, In over-ruling che heart and hand of Pilare, in the 
draught and ſtile of it; and that contrary to his own inclina- 
tion. Idoubt not but Pilate himſelf was ignorant of, and far 
enough from defigning that which the wiſdom of Providence 
aimed at, in this matter. He was a wicked man, he had no 
love to Chriſt. He had given Sentence of death againſt him. 
Yet this is he that proclaimed him, to be, Feſus, King of the 
Fews. It ſo over-ruled his Pen, that he could nor wrire what 
was in his own heart and intention, but the quite contrary ; 
even a fair and publick Teſtimony ro the Kingly office of the 
Son of God, This is the King of the Fews, 

Secondly, Herein the wifdom of providence was gloriou!ly 
diſplaied, in applying a preſent, proper, publick remedy, to 
the reproaches and blaſphemies which Chriſt had then newly 
received, in his name and honour. The ſuperſtitious fews 


wound him, and Heathen Plate prepares a plaiſter to heal him. . 


They reproach, he vindicates. They throw rhe dirt, he wathes 
it off. O, the profound and infcrutable wiſdom of providence ! 

Third!y, Moreover, providence eminently appear'd at this 
time; in keeping ſo timerous a perſon, a man of fo bale a ſpi- 
rit, that wouid not ſtick at any thing to pleaſe the people, 
from receding, or giving ground in the leaſt ro their impor- 
runities. Is Pilere become a man of ſuch reſolution and con- 
ſtancy 2 Whence is this? But from the God of the Spirits 
of all fleſh. Who now flowed in ſo powerfully upon his Spt- 
rit, that he could not chuſe but write : and when he had 
written, had no more power to alter what he had written, 
than he had to refuſe to write it. Tt 2 Fourthly, 


Det provi- 
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Foarthly, Herein alſo much of the wiſdom of providence 
2ppear'd, ih caſting the ignominy of the death of Chriſt upon 
thoſe very men who ought to bear it. Plate was moved by 
divine inſtin&, at once to clear Chriſt, and accuſe them. For 
it is, as if he had ſaid, you have moved me to Crucifie your 
King, I have Crucified him, and now let the ignominy of his 
death reft upon your heads, who have extorted this from me. 
He is righteoas, the crime is not his but yours. 

Fifthly, And laſtly, the providence of God wonderfully 
diſcover'd it ſelf, (as before was noted) in fixing this Title to 
the Croſs of Chriſt, when there was ſo great a confluence of 
all ſorts of people, to take notice of ir. So that it could never 
have been more advantagiouſly publiſhed, than it was at this 
time. So that we may ſay, how wonderful are the works of 
God! His ways are in the Sea, his paths in the great deeps ; 
his footſteps are not known. His providence hath a proſpe& 
beyond the underſtandings of all Creatures. 

Inference I. 

Hence- it follows that the providence of our God can, and often 
doth over-rule the counſels and attions of the worſt of men to his 
own glory. 

Ic can ſerve it ſelf by them that oppoſe it, and bring about 
the glory and honour of Chriſt, by thoſe very men, and means, 
which are deſign'd to lay it in theduſt. Surely the wrath of 
man ſhall praiſe thee, P/al. 76. 10. The Jews thought when 
they Crowned Chriſt with Thorns, bowed the knee, and 
mocked him; led him to Golgorha, and crucified him ; that 
now they had utterly diſpailed him of all his Kingly dignities : 
and yer even there, he is proclaimed a King. Thus the diſper- 
fion of the Jews upon the death of Srepher, ſpread ” Goſpel 
the Word, 
Acts 8. 4. Thus Paxls bonds for the Goſpel, fell out to the 
fartherance of the Goſpel, P44l. 1. 12. O, the depth of divine 
wiſdom to propagate, and eſtabliſh the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt; 
by chofe very means that ſeem to import its deſtrucion : 
that extracts a Medicine out of poiſon! How great a ſuppore 
ſhould this be to the faith of Gods people ! When all things 
ſeem to run croſs to their hopes and happineſs! Ler Iſrael 
therefore hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, and 
with bim is plenteous Redemption, Pal. 130.7. (4. e, ) He 1s never 
at a loſs for-means, to promote and ſerve his own ends. 

I1n- 
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Inference 2. 

Hence likewiſe it follows, That the greateft ſervices p:rform- 
ed to Chriſt accidentally, and undeſignedly ; ſhall never be accepted, 
nor rewarded of God. Pilate did Chriſt an eminent piece of 
ſervice. He did that for Chriſt that not one of his own Diſci- 
ples at that eime durſt do, and yer this ſervice was not accept- 
ed of God; becauſe he did it not defignedly for his glory, but 
from the meer over-rulings of provideace. 

If there be firſt a willing mind, ic is accepted, according to 
what 2 man bath, ſaich the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 8. 12, The eye of 
God is firlt avid mainly upon the will ; if that be fincere and 
right for God, ſmall things will be accepteds and if not, the 
greateli ſhall be abhorred. So 1 Cor.-9. 17. If I do this thing, 
(3. e.) (Preach the Goſpel) willingly, I have a reward ; but if 
againſt my will, a diſpenſation is committed ro me, 4. d. If I 
upon pure principles of Faich and Love, from my heart, de- 
ſigning the glory of God, and delighting to promote it by my 
miniſtry, do chearfully and willing apply my ſelf to the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, I ſhall have acceptance and reward 
with God: but if my work be a burden ro me, and the ſer- 
vice of God eſteemed as a bondage; why then providence 

may ule me for the diſpenſing of the Goſpel to others, but I 
my ſelf ſhall loſe both reward and comfort. As ic doth not 
excuſe my {in,- that God can bring glory co himſelf our of it : 
ſo neither doth it juſtifie an action, thac God hath praiſe and 
honour accidentally by ic. Pas! knew that even the ſtrife aad 
envy in which ſome Preached Chriſt, ſhould curn to his fal- 
vation; and Jer he was not at all beholding to them for pro- 
moting his ſalvation that way. So #4ate here promotes the 
honour of Jeſus Chriſt to whom he had no Love, and whoſe 
glory he did not at all defign in this things. and therefore hath 
neither acceptance nor reward with God. h 

O, cherefore whatever you do for Chriſt, do it heartily, de- 


fignedly, for his glory. Of a ready and willing mind. With: 
pure aad fincere aims at his glory. For this is that the Lord. 


more reſpects, than the greateit ſervices by accident. 
Inference 3. 

Would not Pilate recede from. what he had written.cn 
Chriſts behalf. Mow ſhameful a thing i it for Chriſtians to re- 
tra what they have ſaid or doneon Chriſts behalf | When Pilate 
bad aſſerced him to be King of. the Jews, he maintains his 


aſlertion. 
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aflertion, and all the importunity of Chriſts enemies ſhall 
not move hinvan hairs breadth from it. Whar 7 bave written, 
I bave written, q. d. I have faidit, and 1 will not revoke ir. 
Did Pilate (ay, What 1 have written, I have written ?- And ſhall 
not we ſay, Whar we have believed, we have believed? And 
what we have profeſſed, we haye profeſſed. What we have 
engaged to Chriſt we have engaged. We will ſtand to whar 
we have done for him; we will never recant our former 
ownings of, and appearances for Chriſt. 

As Gods Eleion, fo your profeſſion muſt be irrevocable. 
O ler him that is holy be holy ſtill. That counſel given by a 
Reverend Divine in this caſe, is both ſafe and good. Be fare 
© (faith he) you ſtand on good ground, and then reſolve to 
* ftand your ground againſt all the world. Follow God, and 
©* fear not men. Arr thon godly, repent not whatſoever thy 
*« Religion coſt thee. Let. ſinners repent, but let not ſaints 
© repent. Let ſaintsrepent of their faults, bur nor of their 
* faith. Of their iniquittes, but not of their righteouſneſs. 
© Repent not of your righteouſneſs, leſt you afterward repent 
* of your repenrtence. Repeat nor of your Zeal, or your 
«* forwardnefs, or activity in the holy ways of the Lord. ---— 
* With not' your ſelves a ſtep farther back, or a cubit lower 
<* in your ſtature, in the grace of God. With nor any thing 
* undone, concerning which God will ſay, well done. 

In-Galens time it was a proverbial expreſſion, when any one 
would thew the impoſſibility of a thing. You may as ſoon 
turn a ( hriſtian from Chriſt as doit: 

A true heart-choice of Chriſt is without reſerves, and what 
is without reſerves, wil] be wirhout repentance. There is a 
{iiffneſs and ſtoutneſs of ſpirit, which is our fin. Bur this is 
our glory, in the matters of God, ſaid Luther, I aſſume this 
Title, cedo nali, I yield ro none: if ye be hot and cold, off 
and on ; Profeſs, and rerra& your profeſſion. He that condem- 
ned Chrift with his lips, will condemn you by his example. 
Reſolute Pilate ſhall be your Judge. 

Inference 4, 

Did Plate athx ſuch an honourable vindicating Title to the 
Croſs > Then the Croſs of Chriſt 3s a djgnified Crof, Then the 
Croſs and ſufferings of Chrift are atrended with glory and 
honour. Remember when your hearts begin to ſtartle 'ar rhe 
{ufferings and reproaches of Chriſt; that there is an honoura- 
ble 
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it will be upon your croſs alſo, if ye ſuffer for Chriſt. Moſes 
ſaw it, which made him efteem the very reproaches of Chriſt, 
above all the Treaſures of e/£gypr, Heb, 11. 26. How did 


the Martyrs glory in their ſufferings for Chriſt ! calling their. 


chains of Iron, chains of Gold, and their Manacles, Bracelets ? 


ble Title upon the Croſs of Chriſt. And as it was upon his, fo. 
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I remember it's ſtoried of Ludovicws Marſacus a Knight of Cur me non 
France, that when he with divers other Chriſtians of an infe- 4*29»*torg, 


riour rank and degree in the world, being condemned to die | 


donas, & il- 
uſtris jllivs 


' forReligion,and the Jaylor had bound chem with chains,but did ordiiis mili. 
not bind him, being a more honourable perſon rhan che reſt tem nou cre- 
He was offended greatly by that omiſſion, and faid, why do 5? 77«an. 


me a Knight of that illuſtrious Order ? 

To you (faith the Apoſtle) it's giver in the behalf of Chriſt, 
not only to believe,but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, Phil. 1- 29. There 
is a twofold honour attending the croſs of Chriſt. One in 
the very ſufferings themſelves, another, as the reward and 
fruic of them. To be called out to ſuffer for Chriſt; is.a great 
honour. Yea, an honour peculiar to the ſaints. The damned 
ſuffer from Chriſt, the wicked ſuffer for their {ins. The 
Angels glorifie Chriſt by their active, but not by their paſſive 
obedience. This is reſerved as a ſpecial. honour for ſaints. 

And as there is a'great deal of honour in being called forth 
to ſuffer on Chriſts account 53 ſo Chriſt will confer ſpecial 
honour upon his ſuffering ſaints, in the day of their reward, 
Matth. 10. 32. He that confeſſes me before men, him will I confeſs 
alſo before my Father which is in Heaven. O Sirs, one of theſe 
days the Lord will break out of Heaven, with a thout,accom- 
panied with Myriads of Angels, and ten thouſands of his faints; 
thoſe gliſtering Courtiers of Heaven. The heavens and earth 
ſhall aame andmelr-before him-And ir ſhall be very tempeltious 
round about him; the graves ſhall open; the ſea and earth yield 
up their dead. You ſhall ſee him aſcending the awful throne 
of Judgement, and all fleſh gathered before his face; even mul- 
titudes, multitudes that no man can number. And then to be 
brought forth by Chriſt before that great aflembly of Angels. 
and Saints :3 and there to have an honourable mention and re- 
membrance made of your labours,and ſufferings, your pains;pati- 
ence,and felf-denial,of all your ſufferings and lofles for Cariſt- 


and to hear from his mouth, el done good and faithful ſervant. 
l O what: 


not you honour me with a Chain for Chriſt alſo, and create Hiſt. 
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O what honour is this ! Yet this ſhall be done tothe man,that 
now chooſes ſufferings for Chriſt, rather than ſin: thar eſteems 
his reproaches greater riches, than the treaſures of Aigypr. 

I tell you, it's an honour the Angels have not. I make no 
doubt but they wou'd be glad, (had they bodies of fleſh as we 
have) to lay theirnecks on the block for Chriſt. But this 1s 
the Sainrs peculiar priviledge. The Apoſtles went away from the 
council rejoycing that they were honoured to be diſhonoured for Chrift; 
or as we tranſlate, counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for him, At. 5. 
v. 41. Surely, if there be any ffigmara lax, marks of honour, 
they are {uch as we receive for Chriſts ſake. If there be any 
ſhame that bath glory in it, it is che reproach of Chriſt, and 
the thame you ſuffer for his name. 

Inference 5. 

Did Pilate ſo ſtifly aſſert and defend the honour of Chriſt, 

what doubt can then be made of the ſucceſs of Chriſts intereſt, and 


the proſperity of his cauſe 3 when the very enemies thereof are made 


z0 ſerveit ? | 

Rather than Chriſt ſhall want honour, Pi/are the man that 
condemned him, ſhall do him honour. And. as it fared with 
his per/on, juſt ſo with his intereſt alſo. How often have the 
people of God received choice mercies, from the hands of 
their enemies ? Rev. 12,16. The earth helped the woman, (i. e.) 
wicked men did the Church fervice. So that this may fſingu- 
larly teiieve us againſt all our deſpondencies and fears of the 
miſcarriage of the intereſt of Chriſt. 

Thar people can never be ruined, who thrive by their loſſes; 
conquer by being conquereds multiply by being diminiſhed. 
Whole worſt! enemies are made todo that for *em, which friends 
cannor or dare not do.See youa heathen Pare proclaiming the 
honovr and innocency of Chriſt;God will not want inſtruments 
to honour Chriſt by. If others cannor,his very enemies ſhall. 

Inference 66 © 

Did PiUetevindicate Chriſt in drawing up ſuch a Title to be 
aftixed to his croſs, then hence it follows, that God will ſconcr 
or later, cl:ar up the innocency and integrity of his people, who commit 
rheir canſe to him, Chriſts name was clouded with many re- 
proaches. Wounded through and through by the blaſphemous 


ronpues of his malitious enemies. He commitcted himſelf co him 


that judgeth righteoufly, 1 Per, 2. 23. and ſee how ſoon God 
vingd:cates him. That's fiveer and ſeaſonable counſel for us, 
when 
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when our names are clouded with-anjuſt cenſures, Pſal. 37: 
5, 6. Commit thy way unto the Lord ; truſt alſo in him, and he 
ſhall bring it to paſs: He ſhall bring forth thy righteouſneſs as the 
light, and thy Fudgment as the noon day.  Foſeph was accuſed of 
incontinency David of treaſon ; Damiel of diſobedience; Eli- 


Jah of troubling 7rael; Jeremiah of revolting ; Amos of preach- 


i0g ag2inſt the King; the Apo2tes of (edition, rebellion and al- 
teration of Law's; Chriſt himſelf of gluttony, ſorcery, blaſ- 
phemy, ſedition : But how did all theſe honourable names 
wade out of their reproaches, as the Sun out of a cloud ! God 
clear'd up their honour for them even in this world. Slanders 
ſaich one, are but as ſoap, which though it ſoils and daubs for 
the preſent, yet it helps to make the garment more clean and 
ſhining. - When hair is ſhaven. it comes the thicker, and with 
a new increaſe. So when the Razor of cenſure hath (faith one) 
made your heads bare, and brought.on the baldneſs of reproach, 
be not diicouraged, God hath a time to bring forth your righ- 
teouſneſs as the light, by an apparent conviction to dazle and 
diſcourage your adverſaries. e i7 Sr | ff. 565 
The world was well changed, when Corſrantine kifled the 
hollow of Paphnutias eye, which was ere while put out for 
Chriſt. Scorn and reproach is but a little cloud, that is ſoon 
blown over. But ſuppoſe you ſhould not be vindicated in this 
world 3 but die under a cloud upon your names. Be ſure God 
will clear it up, and that-to purpoſe in that great, day. Then 
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Mant. 18 


Jam. þ. 22” 


ſhall the righteous (even in this reſpe&t) ſhine forth as the Sun, - 


inthe Kingdom of their Father. Then every detracting mouth 
ſhall be topped. And no more cruel arrows of reproach ſhot 
at the white of your reputation. 

Be patient therefore, my Brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. The Lord comes with ten thouſands of his Saints, to execute 
Judgment upon all 3 ' and to convince all that are ungodly, of all 
their ungodly deeds, which they have ' ungodlily committed, © And 
of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt 
him, Jude 15. Thea they ſhall retract their cenſures, and al- 
ter their opinions of the Saints. If Chriſt will be our Com- 
purgatar,, we need. not fear who are our Accuſers. If.your 
names for his lake becaft out as evil, ane ſpurned'in the dirt 3 
Chriſt .willdeliver it you" again in rhat day whiter-:thar tþe 
ſnow ih SHE fv: oi forming oof 12h nes Denonth 
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OS ISOs ed (1001 i Paferevice 7. 
Tnfer,7. "Did Pifite fivethis Tirle to caft thereproach of his death 
upon the Jews, and cleartimfelf of it? How natural is jt to. 
Q. d. Volw- ,1-n to transfer the fault of "their own ations from themſelves to 
= =s' ua others? For when he writes, this is the King of the Jews, he 
cruciige- Wholly charges thein 'wich the crime of crucifying their King : 
rem, cruci-and jt 15 as if he had (aid ; hereafter let' the blame and fault 
xi; veſtra_of this 4&tion lye'wholly upon | your own heads, who have | 
ps me: .-"* brought the guilt of his blood upon your ſelves and children. 
qui hoca me I am clear, you haveextorted it from me. O where ſhall we 
extorſeritis. find a ſpirit ſo ingenious, co take home to it (elf the thame of - 
Calv.ad its own actions, and charge it-ſelf freely with its own guilt ? 
Hut. 27: 37- Indeed it's the property of renewed gracious hearts to remem- 
Necenim ber. confeſs, and freely bewail their own evils, co the glory of 
pudet ſan- (God : and that's a gracious heart indeed, which in this caſe 
+5" hs we judgeth that the glory which by confeſſion goerh to the name 
novata cor- Of his God, is not ſormuch glory loſt to his own name, bur it's 
da fucrint, the power of grace monlding our proud natures into anorher 


per reſipi- thing, that mult bring them ro this. 
centiam. pf [26; NI Log EAR 
Lapſus ſui & dedecoris ad Dei gloriam meminifſe, Nihi nobis decedit, quod redit in 


:llus honorem. Brightmanus in Cant. 
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Opens the 
manne? of 


Chriſt's ZLECH. XIII. 7. ; 
_ Fg 

cf Of Fe | . : 
As Awake, O fword, againſt Hy ſhepher d, and againſt [ he 


thereof. 


man that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord 'of Hoſts ; ſmite 
' the ſhepherd, -audthe' ſheep ſhall be ſcattered : and 1 


will turi mine hand npon the little ones. | 


I N the former Serrnons, we have opened the nature and 
I kind of the death Chriſt died z even the curſed death of 

the Croſs. Wherein, nevertheleſs his innocency was vin- 
dicated, by that honourable Title providenrtially affixed to 
his Croſs, Method now requires that wetake into Contoers- 
I 


Serm. 28. and the Sheep ſcattered, 


tion the manner in which he endured the Croſs, and that was 
ſolitarily, meekly, and inſtruftively. 


His {olitude in ſuffering is plainly expreſſed in this Scripture - 


now before us. It cannot be doubted, but the Prophet in this 
place ſpeaks of Chriſt, if you conſider, atth, 26. 31. Where 
you ſhall find theſe words applied to Chriſt by his own accom- 


modation of them. Then ſaid Feſus unto then, all ye ſhall be offend* 


ed becauſe of me this night, for it written, 1 will ſmite the Shepherd, 
and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered. Beſides the Title here given 
[God's Fellow] is too big for any creature in Heaven or Earth 
beſide Chriſt. | 

In theſe words we have four things particularly to conſider. 
Firſt, the Commiſhon given to the Sword by tze Lord :of 
Hoſts. Secozdly, the perſon againſt whom it is Commiſſiona- 
ted. Thirdly, the diſmal effect of that ſtroke. Fourthly, and 
laſtly, the gracious mitigation of it. | 

Firf, The Commiſſion given to the Sword hy the Lord of 
Hoſts, Awake, O Sword and [mite, ſaith the Lordof Hoſts. The 
Lord of Hoſts, at whoſe beck and command all. the Creatures 
are. Who with a word of his mouth can open all the Armo- 
ries in the World, and command what weapons, and inſtru- 
ments of death he pleaſeth. Calls here for the Sword. Not 
the Rod, gently to chaſten. But the Sword to deſtroy. The 
Rod breaks no bones, but the Sword opens the door to death 
and deſtruction. The Strokes and thruſts of the Sword are 
mortal. And he bids it awake. It ſignifies both to rouze up as 


nd 


Ty 


one thatawakes out of ſleep, and co rouze or awake with Evigitavit 
triumph and rejoycing. So the ſame word is rendred, Job nay 
31. 29, Yea, he commands it to awake and /zice, And it is as © 


if the Lord had faid, come forth of thy Scabbard oh Sword of 
Jaftice, thou haſt been hid there a long time, thou haſt as 
it were been aſleep in thy Scabbard, now awake and glitter, 
thou ſhalt Drink Royal Blood, ſuch as thou never ſhedſt 


before. 
Sceondly, The perſon againſt whom it is commiſſionated, 44y 


2 


Shepherd, and the man that is my fetow. This Shepherd can be no ?afiorumve- 


cat Chri- 


other than Chriſt, whois often in Scripture ſtiled a Shepherd, , - 
yea, the chief Shepherd, the Prince of Paſtors. Who redeem 241muwas 


ed, feeds, guides, and preſerves the flock of God's Ele&, 1 Per. 


anmarum 


. 4. Foh. 10. 11. This is he whom he alſo ſtiles the man bi noſtrarum. 


5 | 
bi «low. Or his ES Ons render it. And {o Chriſt is in D. Pareus. 


u 2 - reſpe& 
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hw >y3 reſpe&t of his equality:.andiunity with the Father both in eſ- 


wh iN jp s 


Et Super vi- 
FUum Prok1- 
mum meum. 
Atont. 


3. 


the 


ſence and will. His next neighbeur. His other ſelf. You have 
{ence of ! it in. Ph1l.:22 6.:He was in the form of Cod, and 
thought it no robbery to be equal with God. 

Againſt Chriſt his fellow his next neighbour, the celizht of 
his Soul. che ſword here receives its Commiſſton. 

Thirdly, You have here the diſmal conſequent of this deadly 
frroke upon the: Shepherd. And that is the (catrering of the 
Sheep. By the 'Sheep underſcand here that little flock the Dit- 
ciples which followed:this Shepherd till he was (mitcen, (3. e.) 
apprehended by his  ecemies, and then they were ſcattered, 
(z.e.) diſperſed, they all forſook him and fled. And fo Chriſc 
was left alone amidft his enemies. Not one durſt make a ſtand 
for him, or own him in that hour of his danger. 

Fourthly, And laſtly, here is a gracious mitigation of this 
ſad diſpertion, / will turn my hand upon the little ones. By little 
ones he means the ſame that before he called Sheep 3 bur che 
expreſſion is deſignedly varied to (hew their feebleneſs and 
weakneſs, which appeared in their relapſe from Chrilt. And 
by turning his hand upon them, underſtand God's gracious re- 


' duction and gathering of them again after their ſad diſperfion, 


Dott, 


ſo that they ſhall not be loſt, though ſcattered for the preſenc. 
For after the Lord was riſen, he went before them into Ga- 
litee, as he promiſed, Mar. 26, 31, And gather'd them again by 
2 gracious hand, ſo that not one of them was loſt but the Son 


of perdition. 
The words thus opened I fhall obſerve ſuitably to the Me- 


thod I have propoſed. 


Dot: That Chrifs deareft friends forſook and left him alone, in 
the time of his greateſt diſtreſs and danger. 


This Doctrine containing only matter of faR, and that alſo 
ſo plainly deliver'd by che pens of the ſeveral faichful Evange- 
liſts. I need ſpend no longer time in the proof of it, than to 
refer you to the ſeveral Teſtimonies they have given to it. 
Bur I ſha)l rather chuſe to fir and prepare it for Uſe, by ex- 
plaining theſe four Queſtions, | 
Firſt, Who were the Sheep that were ſcattered from their 
Shepherd, and left him alone? — 

_ Secondly, Whatevil was there ia this their ſcattering ? 
Thirdly, 
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Third'y, What were the grounds and cauſes of it ? 

Fourthly, And laſtly, what was the Iſſue and event of it 2 

Fir/t, Who were theſe Sheep, that were diſperſed and (cat- 
tered from their Shepherd when he was ſmitten. Ir'sevidenc 
they were thoſe precious Elect Souls that he had gathered to 
himſelf, who had long followed him, and dearly Loved him, 
and were Jearly beloved of him. They were perſons that had 
lefr all and followed him, and till that time faithfully conti- 
nued with him in his Temptations, Luk. 22. 28. And were all 
reſolved fo to do, though they ſhould die with him, Mar. 26. 35. 
Theſe were the perſons: | 

Secondly, But were they as good as their word, did they in- 
deed ſtick faithfully ro him? No, they all forſook him and fled. 
Theſe Sheep were ſcattered. This was not indeed a toral and 
final Apoſtacy, that's the fall proper to the Hypocrite the 
Temporary believer, who like a Comet expires when that 
earthly matter is ſpent that mzintain'd the blaze for a time. 

Theſe were Stars fixed in their Orb, though clouded and 
overcalt for a time. This was but a miſt or fog which over- 
ſpreads the earth in the morning till che Sun be riſen, and then 
it clezrs up and proves a fair day. But though it was not a to- 


tal and final Apoſtacy : yet it was a very ſinful and ſad relapſe ' 


from Jeſus Chriſt, as will appear by conſidering the follow- 
ing aggravations, and Circumitancesof ic. For, 

Firſt, This relapſe of theirs was againſt the very Articles of 
agreement which they had ſevled to Chriſt at their firit ad- 
miſſion into his ſervice, he had cold them in the beginning 
what they muſt refolve upon, £Z#«k. 14. 26, 27, If any man 
come to me, and hate not his Father and Mother, and Wife, 
and Children, and Brethren, and Siſters, yea, and his own life 
alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple. And whoſoever doth not bear 
his Croſs and come after me, cannot be my Diſciple. Accord- 
ingly, they ſubmitted to cheſe terms, and told him,they had left 
all and followed him, Mark 1o. 28. Againſt this ingagement 
made to Chriſt they now fin. Here was unfairhfulnels. . 

Secondly, As it was againſt the very terms of their admiſſion, 
ſo it was againſt the very principles of Grace implanted by 
Chriſt in their hearts. They were holy ſancified perſons in 
whom dwelt the love and fear of God. By thele they were 
ſtrongly inclined to adhere to Chriſt in the rime of his ſuffer- 


ings, as appears-by thoſe honeſt relolves they had made in = 
caſe, 
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caſe. Their Grice ſtrongly inclined them to their Duty, 
their corruptions {237d them the contrary way. Grace bid 
them ind, corruct.on bid themfly; Grace told them it was 
their Duty to ſhare in the ſufferings as well as in the glory of 
Chriſt. Corruption repreſented theſe ſufferings as intolera- 
ble, and bid them ſhift for rhemſelves whilſt they might. So 
that here muſt needs be a force and violence offer'd to their 
light,and rhe loving conſtraints thereof, which is no ſmall evil. 

For though I grant it was a ſudden furprizing temptation, 
yet it cannot be imagined that this fact was wholly indelibe- 
rate, nor that for ſo-long time they were without any debates 
or reaſonings about iheir Duty. 

Thirdlz, As it was againſt their own principles, fo it was 
much againſt the honour of their Lord and Maſter. By this 
their ſinful flight they expoſed the Lord Jeſus to the contempt 
and ſcorn of his enemies. This ſome conceive is imported in 
that queſtion which the High Prieſt asked him, 7oh. 18. 19. 
The High Prieſt then acked Feſus of his Diſciples, and of bis Do- 
Grine. Heasked him of his Diſciples, how many he had, and 
what was become of them now ? And what was the reaſon 
they forſook their Maſter, and left him to ſhift for himſelf 
when danger appeared ? But to thoſe queſtions Chriſt made 
no reply. He would not accuſe them to their enemies,though 
they had deſerted him. But doubtleſs it did not a little reflect 
upon Chriſt, that there was not one of all his friends that 
durſt own their relation to hirfi, in a time of danger. 

Fourthly, As it was againſt Chriſt's honour, ſo it was againſt 
their own ſolemn promiſe made to him before his apprehen- 
fon, to live and die with him. They had paſt their word, 
and given their promiſe that rhey would not flinch from him, 
Matth, 26.35. Peter ſaid to him, though 1 ſhould dye with thee, 
yet will I not deny thee. Likewiſe alſo ſaid allthe Diſciples. This 
made it a perfidious relapſe. Here they brake promiſe with 
Chriſt, who never did ſo with them. He might have told 
them when he met them afterwards in Galilee. As the Ro- 
man youldier told his General when he refuſed his peticion af- 
_ the war was ended, I did not ſerve you ſo at the Battle of 

enum. : 

Fifthly, As it was againſt their ſolema promiſe to Chriſt, 
ſo it was againſt Chriſts heart melting expoſtulations with 
them z which ſhould haye aboad upon their hearts while they 


lived. 


| 
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lived. For when others that followed him wear back, and 
walked no more with him, Jeſus ſaid to theſe very men thar 
now forſook him at laſt, Wil ye alſo go away ? There is an 
Emphaſisin C YeJ 9. 4. What, ye that from eternity were 
given to me! Ye whom I have called, loved and honoured 
2bove others, for whoſe ſakes I am ready and reſolved to die. 
Will ye alſo forſakeme ? John 6. 67. What ever others do, I 
expect other things from you. 

Sixthly,As 1t was againſt Chriſts heart-melting expoſtulati- 
ons with them,ſo it was againſta lare direful example preſented 
ro them in the fall of 7244. In him as ina Glaſs they might ſee 
how fearful a thing it is to apoſtatize from Chriſt. They had 
heard Ghrifts dreadful threats againſt him. They were pre- 
ſent when he calld him the Son of perdition, John 17. x1. 
They had heard Chriſt to fay of him, Good bad jt been if he 
had never been born, An expreſſion able to ſcare the deadeſt 
heart. They ſaw he had left Chriſt the evening before. And 
that very day in which they fled, he hang'd himſelf. And yet 
they fly. For all this they forſake Chriſt. 

Seventhly, As it was againſt che dreadful warning given them 
in the fall of Fd, fo it was againſt che Law of Love, which 
ſhould have knit them cloſer to Chriſt and one 2nother. 

If roavoid the preſent ſhock of perſecution they had fled, 
yet ſurely they ſhould bave kept together praying, watching, 
encouraging, and ftrengtheggng one another. This had made 
it a leſſer evil : but as they all forſook Chriſt, fo they forfook 
one another alſo 3 For it's ſaid, 7obn 16. 32: They ſhall goevery- 
man to his own, and leave Chriſt alone (i. e.) faith Beza, every 
man to his own houſe, and to his own bufineſs. They forſook 
each other, as well as Chriſt. O whacan hour of cempration 


was this ! : Cogitant ye} 
Eighthly, And laſtly, this their departure from Chriſt wag <1mnoneile 
Fs £50k T 
accompanied with ſome offence at Chriſt. For ſo herells them, quem hacte- 
Mat, 26, 31. All ye ſhall be offended, becauſe of . me this might. nus cfle-cre- 
The word is 5zayfaa9ioe9 you ſhall be {candalized, atme or in diderant; 
me. Some think the ſcandal they took at Chriſt was this, that cum ſe do- 
when they ſaw be was fallen into his egemies hands, and could {"9oead 
no longer defend himſelf ; they then | began to queſtion whe- poſe, vel 


ther he were the Chriſt or no, fince he could not defend him. non effe con- 


ſelf from hisenemies. Others more: rightly underſtand it of fvltum cjus 


cauſa, mortis 


their ſhameful flight from Chriſt, eing it was nor now.tafe xe wes 
. 50 adire, Pay. 
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to abide longer with him. That ſeeing he give himſelf into 
their hands, they thought it adviſable to provide as well as 
they could for themſelves, and ſome where or other to take 
refuge from the preſent ſtorm, which had overtaken him. 
This was the nature and quality of the fact, We enquire 

% Wh Into the grounds and reaſons of it. Which were 
three: 

Firſt, Gods ſuſpending wonted influences and aids of grace 
from them: They were not wont to do ſo. They never did 
ſo afterwards. They wouid not have done ſo now, had-there 
been influences of Power, Zeal, and Love from Heaven upon 
them. Bur how then ſhould Chriſt have born the heat and 
burden of the day > How ſhould he tread the Wine Preſs 
alone > How ſhould his ſorrows have been extream, unmixed 
and ſuccourleſs (as it behoved them to be) if they had ſtuck 
faithfully ro him in his troubles 2 No, no, it mult not be. 
Chrit muſt not have the leaſt relief or comfort from any 
creature, and therefore that he might be left alone, to grapple 
hand to hand with the wrath of God, and of Men ; the Lord 
fora time with-holds his incouraging, ſtrengthening influences 
from them, and then like Samp/on when he had loſt his locks, 
they were weak as other men. 

Be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of his might, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Eph. 6. ro. If that be with-held, our reſolutions, and 
_ melt away before a redicion, as Snow before the 

un, 

Secondly, As God permitted it,and with-held uſual aid from 
them; ſo the efficacy of that Temptation was great, yea, 
much greater than ordinary. As they were weaker than they 
were uſed to be, ſo the temptation was ſtronger than any 


they had yet met withal. Irs call'd, Luke 22. 5 3. Their hour, 


and the power of darkneſs. A fifting winnowing hour, verl. 46. O 
it wasa black and cloudy day. Never had the Diſciples mer 
with ſuch a whirlwing, ſuch a furious ſtorm before. The 
Devil defired but to have the winnowing of them in 
that day, and ſo would bave fifted and winnowed them, that 
their faith had utterly failed, had not Chriſt ſecured it by his 
Prayer for them. So that it was an extraordinary tryal that 
was upon them. Tony F 
Thirdly, And laſtly, that which concutred to their ſhameful 
relapſe, asa ſpecial cauſe of ir, was the remainipg pions 
that 
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that were in their hearts yet unmortified. Their knowledge 
was but little. And their faith not much. Upon the account of 
their weakneſs in grace, they were called /it:le ones in tlie Text, 
And as their graces were weak, fo rheir corruptions were 
firong. Their Unbelief and carnal fears grew powerfully 
upon them. 

Do not cenſure them, Reader, in thy thoughts, nor deſpiſe 
them, for this their weakneſs. Neither ſay in thy heart, had 
I been there as they were, I would never have done as they 
did. They thought as little of doing what they did, as you 
or any of the Saints da, and as much did their ſouls detett 
and abhor it : but here thou mayſt ſee whither a ſoul thar 
fears God may be carried, if his corruptions be irritated by 
ſtrong temptations, and God with-holds uſual influences- 

Fourthly, And Taſtly, Let us view the iflue of this ſad A- 
poſtacy of theirs. And you ſhall find it ended far better than 
it began. Though theſe Sheep were ſcattered fora time, yer 
the Lord made good his promiſe, in turning his hand upon 


theſe lictle ones to gather them. The morning was over-caſt, 


bur the evening was clear. 

Peter repents of his perfidious denial of Chriſt, and never 
denied him more. All the reſt likewife returned to Chriſt, 
and never forſook him any more. He that was afraid at 
the voice of a Damſel, afterwards feared not the frowns of 
the mighty. And they that durſt not own Chriſt now, after- 
ward confeſſed him openly before Councils, and rejoyced that 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer for his ſake, -4&s 5. 41. 
They that were now as timerous. as Hares, at ſtarted at every 
ſound,afterwards became as beld as Lyons, and feared not any 
danger, but ſealed their confeflion of Chriſt with their blood. 
For though at this time they forſook him, in was not volunta- 
rily, but by ſurprizal. Though they forſook him, they ſtill 
loved him ; though they fled from him, there ſtill remained a 
gracious principle in them, the root of the matter itil] was 
in them, which recovered them again. : 

To conclude, though they forſook Chriſt, yet Chriſt never 
forſook them ; be loved them ſtil] : go rel rhe Diſciples, and rel 
Peter that he goeth before youinto Galilee, Mark 16.7. 9. d. let 
them not think that I fo remember their unkindnels, as ro 
own them no more : No, I love them til]. 
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The uſe of this is contained in the following Inferences. 
Inference T. 

Did the Diſciples forſake Chriſt thovugh chey had ſuch 
firong perſwaſions and reſolutions never to do it, then we ſee, 
That ſeif-confidence is a ſin too incident to the beſs of men. They 
little rheveht their hearrs would have proved ſo baſe and de- 
ceitful, as they found them to be when they were tryed. Tho 
all men forſake thee (ſaith Peter) yet willnor 1. Good man, he 
reſolved honeſtly, but he knew not what a feather he ſhould 
be in the wind of temptation, if God once left him to his 

_ own fears. Eee 

Little reaſon have the beſt of Saints to depend upon their 
inherent grace, let cheir ſtock be as large as it will. The An- 
gels left tro themſelves,quick]y left their own habitation, Fude 6. 
upon which one well obſerves, that rhe beſt of created per- 
feRions are of themſelves defeQtible. Every excellency with- 
out the prop of divine preſervation, is but 2 weight, which 

ar. Jenkin, tends to a fall. The Angels intheir innocency were but frail, 

i Loc. without Gods ſuſtentation z even grace it ſelf js but a crea- 
ture, and therefore purely dependent. "Tis not from irs being 
and nature, but from the aſſiſtance of ſome thing without it, 
that it's kept from annihilation. What becomes of the ſtream, 
if the fountain ſupply it not? What continuance hath the 
reflection in the glaſs, if the man that looks into it turn away 
his face ? The conſtant _— of the Spiric of Jeſus Chriſt, 
are the food, and fewel of all our graces. The beſt men, will 
ſhew themſelves but men, if God leave them. He whohbath 
ſet them up, muſt alſo keep them. It's ſafer to be humble 
with ore Talent, than proud with ten. Yea, better to be 2 
humble worm, than a proud Angel. Adam had more advan- 
tage ro maintain his ſtation, than any of you. For tho' he 
were left to the liberty of his own mutable and ſelf-deter- 
mining will, yet he was created upright, and had no inherent 
corruption to endanger him, yet fel]. 

And ſhall we be ſelf-confident after ſuch inſtances of hy- 
mane frailty !- Alas, Chriſtian ! what match"are thou for 
principalitiesand powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſs! Be not 
high-minded, but fear. When you have confidered we!l the 
example of Noah, Lot, David and Fezekiab, men famous and 
renowned in their generations, who all fell by temptations ; 
yea,and that when one would think they had never been better 


provided. 


bifer. Is 


J 
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provided to cope with them. Lot fell after, yea preſently af- 
rer the Lord had thruſt him ont of Sodom, and ans pt 
ſeen the direfal puniſhment of fin. Hell as it were rained up- 
on them out of Heaven, Noah in like manner, immediztely 

after God's wonderful, and aſtoniſhing preſervation of him in 

the Ark ; when he ſaw a world of men and women perithing 
in the floods, for their fins. David after the Lord had ſeried 

the Kingdom on him, which for fin he rent from Saz!, and 

given him reſt in his houſe. Hezek;ah was but juſt up from a 

great ſickneſs, wherein the Lord wrought a wonderful ſalva- 

tion for him. Did ſach men, and at ſuch times, when ons 

wou!d think no temptations ſhould have prevailed, fall ; and 

that ſo fonrly. Then /e: bim that thinks be tandeth rake heed leſt 

he fall. O be not high-minded, but fear. 

Inference 2. 

Did Chriſt ſtand his ground and go through with his ſuffer- 
ing work, when all that had followed him forſook him > Ther: 
a reſolved adherence to God and Duty, though left alone, without 
company or encouragement, us Chriſt-like, and truly excellent, You 
ſhall not want better company than that which hath forſaken 
you in the way of God. Eljah complains, 1 Kings 19. 10. 
They have forſaken thy Covenant, thrown down thine Altars, and 
ſlain thy Prophets with the ſword ; and 1, even 1 only am left, and 
they ſeek my life, totake it away. And yet all this did not damp, 
or diſcourage him in following the Lord 3 for till he was ve- 
ry jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts. 

Paul complains, 2 Tim. 4. 16. At my firſt anſwer no man 
ſtood by me, all men forſook me : nevertheleſs the Lord ſtood with 
me. And as the Lord ſtood by him, fo he ſtood by his God 
alone, without any aids or ſupport from men. How greatan 
Argument of integrity is this! He that profefles Chriſt for 
company, will alſo leave him for company. But to be faith- 
ful ro God, when forſakenof men ; to be a Lot in Sodom, a 
Neab in a corrupted generation; oh how excellent is it! Tis 
ſweet to travel over this Earth to Heaven in the company of 
che Saints that are bound thither with us, if we can ; but if 
we can meet no company, we muſt not be diſcouraged to go 
on. It's not unlike but before you have gone many ſteps far- 

ther, you may have cauſe to ſlay as one did once, never leſs 
alone, than when alone. : 
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| Inference 3. 

Did the Diſciples thus forſake Chriſt, and yet were all re: 
covered at laſt, Then though believers are not priviledged from 
back: ſlidings, y:t they are ſecured from final apoſtacy, and ruine. 
The new creature may be {ick, it cannot die. Saints may fall, 
but they ſhall riſe again. 44ica. 7. 8- The higheſt flood of fa- 
cural- zeal, and reſolution may ebb, and be wholly dried up; 
but ſaving grace is a well of water, ſtill ſpringing up into ever- 
laſting life, Foh. 4. 14- God's unchangeable Election, the frame 
and conſtitution of the New Covenant, the meritorious and 
prevalent interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt does give the believer 
abundant ſecurity againſt the danger of a total, final apoſtacy. 
My Father which gave them me (ſaith Chriſt) is greater than all ; 
and none is able to pluck them out of my Fathers hand, Joh.10.29. 

And again, the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal; 
the Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim- 2. 19. Every perſon com- 
mitted to Chriſt by the Father, ſhall be brought by him to 
the Father, and not one wanting, | 

God hath alſo {o framed and ordered the New Covenant, 
that none of thoſe ſouls who are within the bleſſed claſp, and 
bond of it can poſſibly be loſt. Ir's ſerled upon immutable 
things: and we know all things are as their foundations be, Heb. 
6. 18, 19. Among the many glorious promiſes contained in 
that bundle of promiſes, this is one, 7 will make an everlaſting 
Covenant with them, that 1 will not turn away from them to do them 
good : but 1 will put my fear in their hearts, that they ſhall zot de- 
part from me. | | 

And as the fear of God in our hearts pleads in us againſt fin, 
ſo our potent Interceſlor in the heavens pleads for us with the 
Father z and by reaſon thereof we cannot finally miſcarry, 
Rom. 8,34, 35- Upon theſe grounds we may (as the Apoſtle 
in the' place laſt ciced doth) triumph in that full ſecurity which 
God hath given us: and ſay, what ſhall ſeparate us from che 
love of God ? Underſtand it either of Gods to us, as Calvin, 
Beza and Martyr do; orof our Love to God, as Ambroſe and 
_— do, it's true in both ſenſes, and a moſt comfortable 
truth, | 

| Inference 4. 

Did the Sheep flie when the Shepherd was ſmitten ; ſuch 
men, and ſo many forſake Chriſt in the trial ? Ther learn how 
ſada thing it ss for the beſt of men to be left to their owa carnal fears 
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in a dayof temptation; This was it that mace thoſe good men 
ſhrink away ſo thamefully from Chriſt in rhat Trial: the fear of 
manbrings a ſnare, Prov. 29 25+ in that ſnare thefe good ſouls 
were taken, and for a time held faſt. 
Oh what work will this unruly paſſion make, if the fear of 
God do not over-rule it ! Is it not a ſhame to a Chriſtian, a 
man of faith, to ſee himſelf out-done by an Heathen ? Shall 
natural Conſcience and courage make them ſtand, and keep 
their places in times of danger 3 when we ſhamefully curn our 
backs upon duty, becauſe we ſee duty and danger together ? 
When the Emperour Ye/paſian had commanded Fluidins 
&© Py3ſcus not tocome to the Senate, or if he did, ts ſpeak no- Char. of #ij- 
< thing but what he would have him- The Senator returned 49": ?- 358-- 
© this brave and noble anſwer, that as he was a Senator, it 
« was fit he ſhould be at the Senate; and if being there, he 
« were required togive his advice, he would ſpeak freely, 
& that which his Conſcience commanded him ; The Emperor 
« threatning, that then he ſhould die; he returned thus, did 
< T ever tell you thatT was'iminortal ? Do you what you will, 
&« 2nd I will do what I ought. Ir is in your power to pur me 
©to death unjuſtly, and in me to die conſtancly. O think, 
what miſchiefs your fear may do your ſelves, and the difco- 
very of them to others. O learn co truſt God with your 
lives, liberties and comforts in the way of your duty; and ar 
what time you are afraid truſt inhim: and do not magnifie poor 
duſt and aſhes, as to be ſcared by their threats from your God 
and duty. The politick deſign of Satan herein is to affright 
you out of your Coverts where you are ſafe, into the net. I 454 ;n 
will enlarge this no farther, I have elſewhere laid down four- ce, p. 72, 
teen Rules for the cure of this, in what of mine is publick, &*- 
Inference 5. 
Learn hence, how much a man may differ from himſelf, accorgs. fer. ©*+ 
ing asthe Lord « with him, or withdrawn from him, Chriſtians 
do not only always differ from other men, bur ſometimes 
from themſelves alſo. Yea, ſo great is the difference be- 
twixt himſelf and himſelf, as if he were not the ſame man. 
And where is he that doth nor ſo experience ict? Sometimes 
bold and couragious, deſpiſing dangers, and bearing down all 
diſcouragements- in-the ſtrength of zeal and love ro God : ar 
another time faint, feeble and diicouraged ar every petty 
thing, Whence is this but from the different adminiſtrations. 
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of the fpirit, who ſometimes gives forth more, and ſome- 
times leſs of his gracious influence. Theſe very men that 
flinche now, when the ſpirit was more abundantly ſhed forth 
upon them, could boldly own Chriſt before the Council, 
and deſpiſed all dangers for his ſake. 
- A lirtle dogif his Maſter be by, and encourage him, will 
Unusex Di venture upon a greater beaſt than himſelf. Petey ſtood ar the 
nc alicuem 90or,wvithout, when the other Diſciple, or one of the other 
ex duode- Diſciples, (as the Syriack turns it, and Grotivs approves it as 
cem. Sed ali- the beſt) that is one of the private Diſciples that lived in Fer«- 
am quendam ſa/exz z went in ſo boldly, Joh. 18. 16, 17. We are ſtrong or 
cm 4p" weak, according to the degrees of afſiſting grace. So that as 
quemani- YOU Cannot take the juſt meaſure of a Chriſtian by one aQ, ſo 
feſtum fau- neither muſt they judge of themſelves, by what they ſome- 
torem Jeſu. times feel in themſelves. 
Grot1Ms. But when their ſpirits are low, and their hearts diſcouraged, 
they thould rather ſay to tbeir ſouls, hope in God, for I ſhall yet 
praiſe him : it's low with me now, but it will be better. 
Inference 6. 

Infer.6, Was the ſword drawn againſt the Shepherd, and he left 
alone to receive the mortal ſtrokes of it; How ſhould all adore 
both the Juſtice, and Mercy of God ;, ſo illuftriouſly diſplayed here- 
in ! Here is the Triumph of Divine joftice, and the higheſt 
Triumph that ever it had, to ſingle forth the chief Shepherd ; 
the man that is God's fellow; and ſheath its ſword in his breaſt 
for ſatisfaction. No wonder it's drawn and brandithed with ſuch 
a Triumph, awake rejoycingly, O ſword, againſt my Shep- 
herd, &c. for in this blood ſhed by it, it hath more glory than 
if the blood of all the men and women in the world had been 


ed. | 
_ And go leſs is the mercy and goodneſs of God herein fig- 

nalized, in giving the ſword a commiſſion againſt the man his 
ellow, rather than againſt us. Why had he nor rather faid, 

Awake, O ſword, againſt the men that are my enemies ; ſhed 
the blood of them that have {inned againſt me, than ſmite the 
Shepherd, and only ſcatter the ſheep. Bleſſed be God the 
dreadful ſword was not drawn and brandiſhed againſt our 
ſouls; that God did not ſet it to our breaſts; that he had nor 
made it fat with our fleſh, and bathed it in our blood : that 
his fellow was ſmitten that his enemies might be ſpared. O 
what manner of love was this ! Blefled be God ov - 
| eſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, who received the fatal ſtroke himſelf; and hath 
now fo ſheathed that ſword in its ſcabbard, that ir ſhall never 
be drawn any more againſt any that believe in him. 
Inference 7. | 

Were the Sheep ſcattered, when the Shepherd was fmitten ; 
Learn hence that the beſt of men know not their own ſtrength, till 
they come tothe trial, Little did theſe holy men imagine ſuch a 
cowardly ſpirit had been in them, till cemptation put it to the 
proof. Let this therefore be a caution for ever to the people 
of God. You refolve never to forſake Chriſt, you do well ; 
but ſo did theſe, and yer were ſcattered from him. You can 


never take a juſt meaſure of your own ſtrength, till Tempta- * 


tion have tried it. *Tis faid, Der, 18. 2,3. that God led the 
people fo many year in the wilderneſs, co prove them ; and 
to know (4. e.} (ro make them know.) what was in their hearts. 
Little did they think ſuch unbelief, murmurings, difcontears, 
and a ſpirit bent to backſliding, had been in them 3 till their 
ſtraights in the wilderneſs gave them the ſad experience of 


theſe things. | 
loferencÞ 


Did the dreadful ſword of Divine Juſtice ſmite the Shep- 
herd, God's own fellow; and at the ſame rime the flock from 
whom all his outward comforts aroſe, were ſcattered from 
him 2 Then learn, that the holieſÞ of men have no reaſon either to 
repine, or deſpond 5 though God at once ſhould ſtrip them of all their 
outward and inward comforts together. He that did this by the 
man his fellow, may much rarher do it by the man his friend. 
Smite my Shepherd; there's all comfort gone from the inner 
man. Scatter the Sheep; ther's all comfort gone from the out- 
ward man. What refreſhments had Chriſt in this world, but 
ſach as came immediately from his Father, or thoſe holy ones 
now ſcattered from him? In one day he loſeth both heaven- 
ly and earthly comforts Now as God dealt by Chriſt, he 
may at one time other deal with his people. You have your 
comforts from Heaven 3 fo had Chriſty in a fuller meaſure 
than ever you had, or can have. He had comforts from his 
little flock, you have your comforts from the ſociety of the 
Saints, the Ordinances of God, comfortable Relations, &c. 
Yer none of theſe are ſo firmly ſerled upon you, but you: may 
be left deſtitute of them all in one day. God did take all com- 


fort from Chriſt, both cutivard, and inward 3: and. are your 
greates: 
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greater than he > God ſometimes takes outward, and leaves 
inward comfort , ſometimes he takes inward, and leaves out- 
_ _—_ : but time may come when God may ſtrip you 
of both. 

This was the caſe of Fob, a favourite of God, who was bleſ- 
ſed with outward, and inward comforts. Yet a time came 
when Gcd fiript him of al}, and made him poor to a Proverb, 
25s toall outward comfort; and the venom of his arrows 
drank up his ſpirit, and the inward comforts thereof: 

Should the Lord deal thus with any of you, how ſeaſonable 


and relieving will the following conſiderations be ? 


Firſt, Though the Lord deal thus with you, yet this is no 
new thing, he bath dealt ſo with others, yea with Jeſus Chriſt 
that was-his fellow: If theſe things were done in the green 
tree, in him that never deſerved it for any fin of hisown ; 
how little reaſon have we to complain ? Nay, 

Secondly; Therefore did this befall Jeſus Chriſt before you, 
that-the like-condition® might be ſanRified royou, when you 
ſhall be brought into it: r therefore did Jeſus Chriſt pals 
through ſuch varieties'of cMditions; on purpoſe that he might 
take away the curſe, and leave a blefling in thoſe conditions, 
againſt che time that you ſhould come into them. Moreover, 

Thirdly, Though inward comforts and outward comforts 


were both removed from Chrift in one day, yet he wanted 


not ſupport in the abſcence of both. How relieving a conſti- 
deration is this ! 7oh. 16..32. Behold (faith he) the hour com- 
eth, yea is now come, that ye ſha!l be ſcattered every man to 


his own, and [ball leave me alone : And yet I am not alone, 


becauſe the Father is with me. With me by way of ſupport, 
when not by way of comfort. Thy God (Chriſtian) can in 
like manner ſupport thee, when all ſenfible comforts ſhrink 
away together from thy ſoui, and body in one day. 

Laftly, It deſerves a remark, that this comfortleſs forſaken 
condition of Chriſt, immediately preceded the day of his 
greateſt glory and comfort. Naturaliſts obſerve, the greateſt 


darkneſs is a little before the dawning of the morning. 'Twas 


ſo with Chriſt, it may be ſo with thee. It was but a little 
while and he had better company than theirs: that forſook 


him. Act.therefore your faith upon this, that the moſt glo- 
Fious light uſually follows the thickeſt darkneſs. The louder 


your 
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your Groans are now, the louder your Triumphs hereafter will 

be. The Horror of your preſent, wi!l but add to the Lufitre 

of your future ſtate. 
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| Chritts death, 
It O A | F LIT, 7* 777 refpor of 
to? patten y 
Fe was oppreſſed, and be was affiieted ; yet he opned "1 
not his mouth, #de is brought as a Lamb to the 
ſlaughter, andas a Sheep before her Shearers ts dium; 
[0 be opened not his mouth. 


EF O W our Lord Jeſus Chriſt carried on the work of 
5 our Redemption in his humbled fate, both in bis in- 
carnation, life and death, hath in part been diſcovered 
in the former Sermons. I have ſheived you the kind 
or nature of that death he died: and am now engaged by 
the method propoſed, to open the manner of his death. The 
ſolitarineſs or lonelineſs of Chriſt in his fufferings, was the 
ſubje& of the laſt Sermon. The patience and meekne(s of 
Chriſt in his ſufferings, comes in order to be opened in this. 

This Chapter treats wholly of the ſufferings of Chriſt; and Iogenrt pro- 
the bleſſed fruits thereof. Hornebeck tells us of a Learned Jew <2 ud 
that ingeniouſly confeſſed this very Chapter converted him to |; a... 
the Chriſtian Faith. And ſuch delight he had in it, that he chriftizuzm 
read it more than a thouſand times over. Such is the clear- me adduxiſ- 
neſs of this prophecy, that he who Pen'd it, is deſervedly [52m pt 
ſiled the Evangelical Prophet. Icannac allow time to analiz2 urs ne 
the Chapter, but my work lying in the ſeventh ver/e, I ſhall = Avwnbech 
ſpeak to theſe two branches or parts of it, viz. The grievous contre. 47. 
tufferings of. Chriſt, and the glorious ornament he put upsn FR. Ki 

. 458. 


em. 
Firſt, Chriſts grievous {ufterings ; he was aMlicted, and he x 
was opprefled, brought to the ſlauzhter, and thorn as a theep 
(46) he loit both flzece and blood, Life and the comforts of 
| Yy Life. 
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MY Life. He was oppreſſed ; the word (ignifies both to anſwer and- 
Reſp2rdit. opprels, humble or depreſs. The other word rendred affi&ea, 
Damicavit: ſignifies to exact and afflict, and fo implies Chriſt ro and 
Depreſfit. Þefore Ged, as a Surety before the Creditor ; who exact the 

W323 Utmoſt ſatisfaction from him, by cauſing him to ſuffer accord- 
Exegit. Af- Ing to the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity of the Law. It did not 
Bixit, Buxt. ſuffice that he was ſhorn as a ſheep, {z. e.) rhat he was Rripr 

and deprived of his riches, ornaments, and comforts ; bur his 
blood and liſe muſt go for it alſo. He is brought ro the {]2ugh- 
ter. Theſe vere his grievous ſufferings. 
| Seccndly, Here is the glorious ornament he put upon thoſe 
Ut patienti- grievous ſufferings, even the ornament of a meek, and pati- 
am & manſu- ent Spirit. He opened not his mouth. But weat as a ſheep 
etudinem tg beſhorn, or a Lamb to the ſlaughter. The Lamb goes as - 
Chriſti meli- Quietly co the {laughter-houſe, as to the fold. By this lively 
dat tanquam ard lovely fimilicude the patience of Chriſt is here expreſſed 
infigneipfius to us. Yet Chriſts dumbneſs and filence is not to beunder- 
ornamentum ſtood Simply, and univerſally ; as though he ſpake nothing ar 
comparit 4 all When he ſuffered : for heuttered many excellent and 
i. 2: Weighty words upon the Croſs, as you ſhall hear in the fol- 
Loc. lowing Diſcourſes ; but it muſt be underſtood reſpeive!y, (ie) 
he never opened his mouth repiningly.paſſionately, or revenge- 
fully under his greateſt tor:ures and higheſt provocations- 


Whence the note is. 


Doa#. DoR. That Feſus Chriſt ſupported the burden of his ſufferings, with 
admirable patience, and meekneſs of Spirit. 


Ic is a true obſervation, that meeknels inviteth injury, but 
always to its own coſt. And it was evedent]y verified in the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, Chriſts meekneſs triumphed over the 
affronts and injuries of his enemies, much more than they tri- 
umphed over them. Patience never had a more glorious tri- 
umph, than it had upon the Crols 

The Meekneſs and Patience of his Spiric amid(t injuries and 
provocations, is excellently ſet forth in 1 Per. 2. 22, 23. Who 
did no ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth, Who when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered he threatned not, but 
committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 

' Jn this point we have tele three things to open Doctrinally; 


| Th I. 'The 


— 


Ser. 29» of Dyme Jeſus. 

1. The burden of ſufferings, and provocations that Jeſus 
Chriſt was oppreſled with. 

2. The meekneſs and admirable patience with which he 
ſupported that burden, 2 

3- The cauſes and grounds of that perfe&t patience which 
he then exerciſed, 

Firf, The burden of ſufferings and provocations which 
Chrilt ſupported, was very great. For on him met all ſorts 
and kinds of trouble at once, and th ofe in their higheſt de- 
grees and fulleſt ſtrength. Troubles in his ſoul, and theſe were 
the ſoul of his troubles. His ſoul was laden with ſpiritual hor- 
rors and troubles as deep as it could ſwim, Mark 14. 33. He 
began to be fore amazed and very heavy. The wrath of an 
infinite dreadful God beat him down to the duſt. His body 
full of pain and exquiſite tortures in every part. Not a mem- 
ber or (ſenſe but was the ſeat and ſubject of torment. 

His name and honour ſuffered the vileſt indignities, blaſphe- 
mies, and horrid reproaches that the malignity of Satan, and 
wicked men could belchout againſt it. He was call'd a Blaf- 
phemer, Seditious, one that had a Devil, a Glutton, a Wine- 
bibber, a friend of Publicans and Harlots. The Carpenters 
Son, this fellow. He that was Gods fellow, as you heard lately, 
now this fellow, Contempt was poured upon all his Offices. 
Upon his Ki-g!y Office, when they crowned him with Thorns, 
arrayed bim in purple, bowed the knee in mockery'to him,and 
cry'd, Hail King of the fews. His Prophetical Ofice, when they 
blinded him, and then bid him Prophefie win? ſrmote bim, His 
Prieſtly Office, when they reviled him upon tlie Crofs, ſaying, 
He ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave. They (courged him. 
Spit in his face. Smotehimon the head and face. Beſides the 
very kind of death they put him to, was reproachfal aad ig- 
nominious ; as you heard before. 

Now all this, and much more than this z meeting at once 
upon an innocent. and dignified perſon. One that was greater 
than all. They lay in the boſom of God, And from eternity hid 
his ſmiles and honours. Upon one that could havecruſhed all 
his enemies as a moth : I (ay for him to bear all this withour 
the leaſt diſcompoſure of Spirir, or breach of Patience, is 
che higheſt triumph of Patience that ever was in the world. 
It was one of the greateſt wonders of that wonderful! day. 

Secondly, And that is the next thing we have to confider,even 
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this almighty patience and unpattern'd meekne(s of Chriſt, 
ſupporting ſuch a burden with ſuch evenneſs and ſteadineſs of 
ſpirit, Chriſtian patience, or the grace Patience, # an ability 
or power ro ſuſſer hard and keavy things, according to the will of 
God, 

It is a power, and a glorious power that ſtrengthens the ſuf- 
ferins Soul to bear. It is our paffive fortitude, Col. 1. 17. 
Srrengthned with «ll might, according to the gloriom power, unto all 
patience, and long-ſuffering with joyfulnef, (1. Ee.) firengthned with 
2 might or power of God himleit.Or tuch as might appear to be 
the proper impreſs and image of that divine power, which is 
both irs principle and pattern. For the patience which God 
Exerciſes towards ſinners that daily wrong and load him, is 
cail'd power, and great power, Numb, 14. 17. Let the power of 
my Lord be great, as thou haſt ſpoken, ſaying, the Lord is long-(uf- 
fering, forgiving, &c. Hence it's obſerved, Prov. 24. 10, That 
the loſs or breaking of our patience under adverſity, argues 
2 decay of ſtrength in the Soul. 1 thou faint in the day of ad- 
verſity, thy ſtrength is ſmall. 

#2 duz vir- Jr's a power or ability in the ſoul robear hard, heavy and diffi- 
es cult things. Such only are the objects of patience. God harh 
"> "4..z, ſeveral forts of burdens to impoſe upon his people: Some 
untillins Beavier, others lighter. Some to be carried but a few hours, 
roboris, & others many days, Others all our days. Some more ſpiritual 
;ortitudiniz hearing upon the Soul. Some more external, touching or 
_Y punithing the fleſh immediately ; and the ſpirit by way of ſym- 
us nov1s x 
irpiturindi- Pathy. And ſometimes both ſorts are laid on together. So 
vidux co- they were at this time on Chriſt. His foul burdened as deep 
wites. Dave ag it could ſyrim. Full of the ſence, the bitter fence and ap- 
prehenſfion of the wrath of God. His body fill'd with tortures, 
In every member, and ſence, grief took up his lodging. Here 
was the highe(t exerciſe of Patience. | 

It's a power to bear hard and heavy things according to the 
will of God. The involving of that reſpe& differs patience the - 
Chriſtian grace, from patience the Moral Vertue. So the 
Apoſtle deſcribes it, 1 Per. 4. 19. Let them that ſuffer according 
:0 the will of God, &c, (1, e-) Who exerciſe patience graciouſly, 
as God would have them. 

And then our patience is, (as Chriſts moſt exa&tly was) ac- 
cording to the will of God, when it is as extenſive, as intenſroe, 
2nd as prorenfve as God requires it to be. 

| Firf 
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Firſt, When it 1s as extenſive as God would have ir. -S0 was 
Chriſts patience. Ic wasa patience that ſirerched, and ex- 
tended it {elf to all and every tronbleand aMicQtion, that caine 
upon him. Troubles came upon him in troops, in multitudes. 
It's faid, Pſal. 40. 12. [nnumerable evils have compaſſed me about. 
Yet he found patience enouzh to receive them ail. Ir is not 
fo with us. Our patience is often worn out. And like ſick 
people, we fancy if we were in another Chamber, or Bed ic 
would be better. If it were any other trouble than this, we 
could bear it. Chriſt had no exceptions at any burden his Fa- 
ther would lay on. His patience was as large as his trouble, 
and that was large indeed. 

Secondly, It's then according to the will of God whea it is as 
intenjive as God requires it tobe, (3. e.) inthe Apoſtles phraſe, 
Fam, 1.4 When it hath its perfe&- work, or exercide, when 
it's not only extended to all kinds of troubles ; but when ic 
works in the higheſt and moſt perfect degree. And thenmay 
patience be ſaid to be perfect (as it was in Chriſt) when at is 
plenum ſui, & probibens alieni, fall of it ſelf, and excinfive of 
its oppofices. Chriſt's patience was full of its ſelf, (z; e.) it 
included all that belonged co it. Ir was full of ſubmiſſion, 
peace, and ſerenity, full of obedience and complacency im:ihis 
Fathers. Will. He was in a perfe& calm. As a Lambor 
-Sheep (faith the Text) that howls not, oppoſes not, but is 
cumb and quiet. And as his external behaviour, fo his in- 
ternal frame and temper of ſoul was moſt ſerene and calm, Not 
one refining thought againſt God. Not onerevengeſal choughc 
againſt man, once ruffled his Spirit. Farther forgive them, for 
they know not what they do, was all the hurt he witht his worſt 
enemies. And asit included all that belonged to it, ſo his 
perfe&t patience excluded all irs oppoſites. No diſcontents, 
murmurings, delpondencies had place in his heart, So that 
his patience was a moſt inten(ive, perfect patience And as 
it was as extenfive, and as intenſ1-e, fo it was, ; 

Thirdly, As Protenſive as God required it to be, (7. e.) it 
held out to the end of his Tryal. He did not faint at laſt, His 
troubies did not out-live his patience. He indeed was ſtreng- 
thened with all might unto all patience, and long-ſuffering. 
This was the patience of Chritft our perfe& pattern. He had 
not only patience, but Longanimity, 

Thirdly, In the laſt place let us inquire into the gy 
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.reaſons of this his moſt perfe& patience. And if you do o, 
you ſhall find perfe& Holineſs, Wiſdom, Fore-knowledge, 
' -Faith, Heavenly-mindedneſs, and obedience at the root of 

this his perfect Patience. 
Firf, This admirable patience and meekneſs of Chriſt, was 
the fruit and off-ſpring of his perfe#t Holmeſs His nature was 
free from thoſe corruprions, that ours groan and labour under; 
otherwiſe he could never have carried ic at this rate. Take 
the meek Moſes, who excell'd all others in that grace; and 
let him be tried in that very grace, wherein he excells, and 
' ſee how unadviledly he may ſpeak with his Lips, Pſal. 106. 33. 
Take a Fob, whoſe famous patience is trumpeted, and reſound- 
-ed over all the worlds ye have heard of the patience of Job. 
.And let him be tried by outward, and inward troubles meet- 
ing upon him in oneday 3 and even a Fob may curſe the diy 
when he was born. Envy, revenge, diſcontear, deſponden- 
cies, are weeds naturally ſpringing up in the corrupt ſoil of our 
fiaful natures. I ſaw a little Child grow pale withrenvy, faid 
Vidi Zelan- Auſtin, And the Spirit that is in us luſteth unto envy, (faith 
_ # big the Apoſtle) Fam. 4. 5. The principles of a!l theſe evils be- 
Mt *% ingin our natares, they will ſhew themſelves in time of Trial. 
The old man is fretful and paſſionace. But it was otherwiſe 
with Chriſt. His nature was like a pure Chriſtal Glaſs full of 
pure Fountain water 3 which though thaken and agitated ne- 
ver ſo much, cannot ſhew, becauſe it hath no dregs. The 
Prince of this world cometh, and hath nonght in me, Joh. 14- 30. 
No principle of corruption, for a handle co temptation. Our 
High Prieſt was holy, harmleſs, undefil'd, ſeparate from (1n- 

ners, Heb. 7.26, 

Secendly, The Meekneſs and Patience of Chriſt proceeded 
from the infinite wiſdom with which he was filled. The wilſer 
Si nec mag- ANY Man is, the more patient he is. Hence meeknels the fruit, 
namiram Is denominated from patience, the root that bears it, Fam. 
nec frequen- 3 IJ. The meekneſs of wiſdom. And anger is lodged in folly, 
ny boe er as its proper cauſe, Eccleſ. 7. 9. Anzer refteth in the boſom of 
Jocun have. Fools. Seneca would allow no place for paſſion in a wiſe man's 
re credimus; breaſt, Wiſe men uſe to ponder, confider and weigh things 
quid eſt qua- deliberately, in their Judgmeats, before they ſuffer their af- 
odp os "4 tections and paſſions to be {tirred and engaged. Hence comes 
- Im te. £ne conſtancy and ſerenity of their Spirits As wiſe Solomon 
remus. Sere. bath obſerved, Prov. 17. 27. A man of und:rlanding is of an ex- 
cadeira, cellent (or asthe Hebrew is) « cool Spirit. Now 
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Now wiſdom filled the ſoul of Chriſt. He is wiſdom in 
the abſtraRt, Prov. 8. In him are hid all the treaſures of wifſ- 


dom, Col. 2: 3. Hence it was that he was no otherwiſe mo- 


ved with the revilings and abuſes of his enemies, than a wiſe 
Phyſician .is with the impertinencies of his diſtempered and 
crazy parient. 

Thirdly, And as his patience flowed from that his perfe& 
wiſdom and knowledge, ſo alſo from his fore&nowledge, He 


had a perfe& proſpect of all thoſe things from eternity, which 


befell him afterwards. They came not upon him by way of 


ſ{urprizal. And therefore he wondered not at them when they 


came, as if ſome range thing had happened. He foreſaw all 
theſe things long before, ark 8. 31, And he began to teach 
them that the Son of man muſt ſuffer many things, and be rejefted 
of the Elders, and chief Prieſts, and Scribes, and be killed. Yea, 
he had compacted and-agreed with his Father to endure all 
chis for our ſakes, before he aſlum'd our fleſh. Hence 7/a.5046. 
I gave my back co the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them rhac 
pulled off the hair. I hid not my face from ſhame and ſpit- 
ting. 

Now look as Chriſt in Fob. 16. 4. obviates all future offen- 
ces his Diſciples might take at ſufferings for his ſake, by tel- 
ling them before hand, what they muſt expe. Theſe things 
(ſaith he) 7 rold you, that when the time ſhall come je may remem- 
ber that I told you of them. So he fore-knowing whar himſelf 
muſt ſuffer, and had agreed fo to do, he bare thoſe ſufferings 
with ſingular Patience. T7eſ#s therefore knowing all things that 
ſhould come upon bim, went forth and ſaid unto them, whom ſeek 
ye ? Joh. 18. 4. 

Foxrthly, As bis patience ſprang from his fore-knowledge of 
his ſufferings 3 ſo from his Faith which he exerciſed under all 
that he ſuffer'd in this world. His Faith looked through all 
thoſe black and diſmal clouds, to the joy propoſed, Heb. 12.2. 
He knew that though Pi/are condemned, God would juſtifie 
him, 1/a. 50. 4, 5,6, 7,8: And he ſet one over againſt the 
other. He ballanced the glory into which he was to enter, 
with the ſufferings through which he was to enter into it. He 
acted Faich upon God for divine ſupport and affiſtance under 
ſufferings z as well as for glory, the fruit and reward of them, 
Pſal. 16. 7,8,9, 10,11. 1 have ſer (or as the Apoſtle varies it) 


1 foreſaw the Lord always before me, becauſe he is at my right 
an 
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hand I ſhall not be moved. Therefore my heart u« glad, and my 

glory rejoayceth, There's Faith ated by Chriſt for ſtrength to 
catry bim through. And then it follows, 24y fleſh alſo ſhall reſt 
in hope, for thou wilt not leave my ſoul in Hell, neither wilt thou 
ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption. Thou wilt ſhew me the path of 
Liſe. In thy preſence is fulneſs of Foy, at thy righthand there are 
pleaſures for evermore, There's his Faith acting upon the glory 
into which he was to enter, after he had ſuffered theſe things. 

This fill'd him with peace. 

Fifthly, As his Faith eyeing the glory into which he was 
paſſing, made htm endure all things; fo rhe Heavenlineſs of 
his Spirit alfo fill'd him with a Heavenly tranquility, and calm- 
nefs of Spirit under all his abuſes, and injuries. It's a certain 
truth, that the more heavenly any mans ſpirit is, the more ſe- 
date, compoled, and peaceful. As the higher Heavens (faith 

Fars ſuperior Sexeca) are more ordinate, and tranquil. There are neither 
oy OY cloucs, nor winds, ſtorms, nor tempeſts, they are the inferior 
acpropingua Heavens that lighten, and thunder. The nearer the earth the 
ſydcribus, More tempeſtnous, and unquiet. Even ſo-the ſublime and 
necinnbem heavenly mind, 1s placed in a calm and quiet ſtation. 
ET bo Certainly that heart which is ſweetened frequently with hea- 
Go ;ndeli- venly delightful communion with God, is not very apt to be 
tur ; nec. Imbittered with wrath, or ſoured with revenge againſt men. 
verſatur in The peace of God doth Bez6:vew appeaſe and end all ſtrifes and 
turvinem : differences as an Umpire So much that word, Co!. 3. 15: 
omnt eomut 3mports. The heavenly ſpirit marvelouſly affecs a ſedate and 
feriora ful- qQUiEt breaſt. | 
minant. Eo- Now, never was there ſuch a heavenly ſoul on earth, ſince 
demmodo man inhabited it, as Chriſt was. He had moſt ſweet and 
ang 15) waa wotiderful communion with-God. He had meat to eat, which 
ſ-mper & ia bers, yea, and thoſe his greateſt intimaces, knew not of. 
ſtatione The Son of man was in heaven upon earth, Joh. 3. 13. Even 
tra-quila in reſ{pe& of that bleſſed heavenly. communion he had with 
coKocitur. God, as well as in reſpec of his immenſe Deity. And that 
- wad ws bs heart was in heaven, when he ſo patiently eagured and di- 
geſted the pain and thame of the Crols:; - is evident from Heb. 
12.2, Fer the Foy ſet before him, he endured the Croſr, deſpiſed the 
ſhame. See where his eyeand heart was, when tie went as a 
Lamb to the (laughter. 

Sixthly, And laſtly, as his meekneſs and partence ſprang 
from the heavenlinefs and fublimiry of his ſpirit : ſo, . from the 

compleat 


Serm. 29. of Dying Jeſus, 

compleat and abſolute obedience of it to his Fathers will and 
plealure. He could myſt quietly ſubmir to all the will of God, 
2nd never regret at any part of che work afſizn'd him by his 
Father. For you muſt know that Chriſts death in him was ag 
2& of obedience, he all along eyeing his Fathers command 
and connſel in what he ſuffered, Phil. 2.7, 8. Fobn 18. 11. 
P/al. 40.6, 7,8. Now look as the eyeing and conſidering of 
the hand of God inan affliction, preſently becalms and quiets 
2 gracious foul; as you ſee in David, 2 Sam. 16, 11. Let 
him alone, it may be God hath bid him curſe David : ſo much 
more it quieted Jeſus' Chriſt, who was privy to the delign and 
end of his Father, with whoſe will he all along complied ; 
looking on Jews, and Gentiles but as the in{truments ignorantly 
fuitilling Gods pleaſure. and ſerving that great deſign of his 
Facher. This was his pacience, and theſe the grounds of it, 

Uſe. I might variouſly improve this point, bur the dire& and 
main Ule of it is to preſs us to a Chriſt-like patience in all our 
{ufterings, and troubles. And ſeeing in nothing we are more 
generally defective ; and that defects of Chriſtians herein, are 
fo prejudicial to Religion, and uncomfortable ro themſelves: 
I reſolve to wave all other Uſes, and ſpend the remaining time 
wholly upon this branch. Even a perwaſive to Chriſtians unto 
all patience, in tribulations. To imitate their Lamb-like Sa- 
viour. Unto this (Chriſtians) you are expreſly cal!'d, 1 Pe: 
2.21, 22. Becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an exam: 
ple 3 that we ſhould follow his ſieps. Who did no fin, niither was 
guile found in his mouth ; who when be was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he ſuffered he threatned not ; but committed himſelf 19 him that 
jadgeth righteouſly, Here's your pattern, A perfect pattern. 
A lovely and excellent pattern. Will you be per{waded to the 
imitation of Chriſt herein > Methinks I thould perſwade you 
to it. Yea, every thing about you perſwades to patience in 
your ſufferings, as wellas I, Look which way you will, up: 
ward or downward, inward or outward,backward or forward, 
ro the right hand or to the leit 3 you ſhal] find all things per- 
{wading and urging the Doctrine of Patience upon you. 

Firſt, Look upward, when tribulations come upon you. Look 
"to that Soveraign Lord, that commiſſtonates and ſends chem 
upon you. You knoiy troubles do not rife out of the duſt, nor 
ſpring out of the ground, bur are framed in Heaven, Jer. 18; 
v.11. Behold I frame evil, = deviſe a device againft you, Tons 
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bles and affliftions are of the Lords framing, and deviſing, to 
reduce his wandring peopie to himſelf. Much like that device 
of Abſalom in (etting 7oabs field of Corn on fire to bring Foab 
to him, 2 Sa”. 14, 30. in the frame of your zflictions you 
may obſerve much of divine wiſdom in the choice, meaſure and 
ſeaſon of your troubles, Soveraignty in electing the inftry- 
ments of your «ftlition. In making them as afflitive as he 
pieaſeth. And in making them obedient both to his call in 
comine and going, when he pleaſeth. Now could you in times 
of trouble look up to this Sovereign hand, in which your 
ſouls, bodies, and all their comforts and mercies are ; how 
quiet would your hearts be ! P/al. 39. 9. 1 was dumb, and opened 
not my mouth becauſe it is thy doing, 1 Sam. 3 18, !t is the Lord, 
let bim do what ſeemeth him good. O' when we have to do with 
men, and iook no higher ; how do our Spirits (well and riſe 
with revenge, and impatiency ! But if you once come to ſee 
thar man as arod in your Fathers hand, you will be quier, 
Pſzl. 46. 10. Be ſtill, and know that I am God, 9.4, Confider with 
whom you have ro do. Not with your fellow, bur with your 
God, who can puft you to deſtruction, with one blaſt of his 
mouth. In whoſe hand you are, as the clay in the potrers 
hand, Itis for want of looking up to God in our tronbles, that 
we fret, murmur. and deſpond at the rate we do. 

Secondly, Look, downward, and {ce what is below you, as wel! 
as up to that which is above you. You are #ffiited, and you 
cannot bear it. Oh ! no trouble ltke your crouble! Never man 
in ſuch a caſe as you are. Well, well, caſt the eye of your 
mind downward, and ſee who lie much lower than -you. 
Can you fee none on earth in a more miſerable ſtate than your 
ſelves? Are you at the very bottom, and not a man below 
you? Sure there be thouſands in a fadder caſe than you on 
earth. What is your affliction z; Have you loſt a relation ? 
Others have ioſt all. Have you loſt an Eſtate, and are 
become poor? Wel], but there be ſome you read of, 70+ 
30. 4,5, 6, 7. Who cnt up Mallows by the buſhes, and Juniper roots 
for their meat. They are driven forth from amony men, they cry- 
ed after them as afier a thief. They dwell in the cliffs of the Vallies, 
in caves of the earth,and in the rock, Among the buſhes they brayed, 
under the nettles they were gather'd together. What difference as 
to manner of Life, do you find between the perſons here 


deſcribed, and the wild beaſts, that herd together in a _—_— 
place ? 
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place? Are you perſecuted and afflited for Chriſts ſake 2? 
What think you of their ſufferings, Heb. 11, 36, 37. Who had 
trial of cruel mockings, yea, moreover of bonds and impriſonments ; 
they were ſtoned, thry were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain 
with the ſword, they wandred about in ſheep-skins and goat kings, 
being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented. And are you better than they? 
I know not what you are, but I am ſure theſe were ſuch of 
whom the world was not worthy, verle 38, 

Or are your afflitions more ſpiricual, and inward ? Say nor, 
the Lord never dealt more birterly with the Soul of anr, than 
he hath with yours. What think you of the caſe of David, 
Heman, fob, Aſaph, whoſe doleful crys by reaſon of the ter- 
rors of the Almighty, are able to melt the ſtonieſt heart thar 
reads their ſtories ? The Almighty was a terror to them. The 
Arrows of God were within them. They roared by reaſon of 
the diſquietneſs of their hearts. 

Or are your aflitions outward, and inward together > An 
2Micted ſoul, in an afflicted body ? Are you f2!len like the 
Ship in which Paul failed, into a place where two Seas meet # 
Well, ſo it was with Pau!, Job, and many other of thoſe 
worthies gone before you- Sure you may ſee many on eacth, 
dw have been, orare in far loiver and (adder Rates ttzan your 

elves. 

Or if not on earth, doubtleſs you will yield there are many 
in Hell, who would be glad to exchange conditions with you, 
as bad as you think yours to be. And were not all theſe moulded 
out of the ſame Lump with you ? Surely if you can ſee any 
creature below you, eſpecially any reaſonable being ; you 
have no reaſon to return {o ungratefully upon your God, and 
accuſe your maker of ſeverity ; or charge God fooliſhly. 
Look down and you ſhall ſee grounds enough to be quiet. 

Thirdly Look inward, you diſcontented Spirits, and fee if 
you can find nothing there that may quiet you- Cait your eye 
into your own hearts. Conſider either the corruptions, or the 
graces that are there. Cannot you fiad weeds enough there, 
that need (ſuch winrer weather as this to rot them ? Hath nor 
that proud heart need enough of all this to humble it ? That 
carnal hearc need of ſuch things as theſe to mortifie ic ? That 
backſl:i ling wandering heart need of all this, ro reduce, and 


recover it to its God ? If need ve, je are in heavineſs, 1 Pet.1.6. 


O Chriſtian, didſi thou not ſee need of this before chou cameſt 
<6 232 into 
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4 
into trouble ? Or hath not God ſhewn thee the need of ir 
ſince thou waſt under the Rod? Ir's much thou ſhouldi ro: 
ſee it; but be aſſured, if thou doſt not, thy God doth. He 
knows thou wou!ldit be ruined for ever, if he ſhould not take 
this courle with thee. | 

Thy corruptions require all this to kill them. Thy Lufts 
will take all this, it may be more than- this ; aad all little 
enough. And as your corruprions call for it, fo do your graces 
roo. Wherefore think ye the Lord planted the principles of 
Faith, Humility, Patieace, Fc. in your Souls? What, wer? 
they put there for nothing ? Did the Lord intend they ihould 
lie ſleeping in their drowtie habits > Or were they not planred 
there in order to exerciſe ? And how (hill they be exerciled 
without tribulations, can you tell > Doth not rribularion work 

- patience, and patience exprrience, and experience bope ? Rom. 5. 
3, 4. Is net rhe trial of your faith much more precious, than of 
Gold that periſhes 5 1 Pet. 1.7. O look inward, and you will 
be quiet. : 

Fourthly, Look outward, and fee who ſtands by, and obſerves 
your carriage under trouble. Are there not many eyes upon 
you ? Yea, many envious obſervers round about you ? It was 
Davids requeſt, P/al. 5. 8. Lead me, O Lord in thy righteouſneſs, 
becau'e of mine enemies z Or, as the Hebrew word there might 
be rendred, becauſe of mine obſervers, or watchers. There's 
many an envious eye upon. you, To the wicked there can 
{carcely be an higher gratification and pleaſure,than to ſee your 
carriage under trouble, ſo like their own. For hereby they 
are confirmed 1n their prejudices againſt Religion; and in their 
good opinion of themſelves. Theſe may talk and profeſs 
more than we, but when they are- tryed, and put to it; it ap- 
pears plainly enough,their Religion enables '*em co do no more 
than we do. They talk of Heavens glory, and their future 
expectances ; but it is bur talk, for it's apparent enough cheir 
hopes cannot ballance a ſmall affliction, with all the happinels 
they talk of. Oh how do you dithonour Chriſt before his 
enemies! when you make them think all your Religion lies in 
talking of ic. Conſider who looks on. 

Fifthly, Look backward, and ſee if there be nothing behind 
you that may huſh and quiet your impatient Spirits. Conſul: 
che mulcicude of experiences paſt, and gone. Both your own 
and others. Is this the farſt ſtraight thac ever you were in ? 
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if ſo, you have reaſon to be quiet, yea, to bleſs God that 


hath ſpared you fo long, when others have bad their days 
fill'd up with forrow. Butif you have been in troubles for- 
merly, and the Lord hath helped you; if you have paſt 
throvgh the fire, and not been burnt. Through the waters 
and not crowned. If God hath flood by you. and hitherto 
helped you. O what cauſe have you to be quiet now, and 
patiently wait for the ſalvation of God ? Did he help you 
caen, 3nd cannot he do (o now ? Did he give waters, and 
cannot he give bread alſo? Is he the God of the Hills only, 
and not the God of the Vallies alſo > Ocall to mind the days 
of old , the years of the right hand of the moſt high, Theſe 
things | recal to my mind, therefore have I hope, Lam. 3. 21. 
Have you kept no records of paſt experiences ? How ungrate- 
ful chen have you been to your God, and how injurious to 
your ſelves, if you have read them over in ſuch a day as this, 
for to that end they were given you. "q 
O when you thall conſider what a God he hath been to you, 
at 2 pinch. How faithfully Fehovahj:reth hath ſtood by you: 
That this is not the firſt time your hearcs and hopes have been 
Low, as well as your condition ; and yet God hath raiſed you 
again, ſurely you will find your preſent troubles made light, 
by a glance back upon your palt experiences. 
Sixth'y, Lock forward, to tie end of your troubles ; yea, 
look to a double end of them, the endof their dration, and 
the end of their operation. Look ye to the end of their du- 
ration, and that's faſt by you. They ſhall nor be everlaſting 
croubles, if you be ſuch as fear the Lord. 7h? God of all grace, 
mho hath call'd ns unto his eternal glory, by Jeſus Chriſt, after that 
ye have | ſuffered a while | make you perfect, 1 Petr. 5, 10. Theſe 
light affiifiions are but for a moment, 2 Cor. 4. 18. It 15 no more 
comparatively with that vaſt eternity that is before you. Alas, 
whar are a few days and nights of forrox's, when they are 
paſt > Are they not ſwallow'd up asa fpoontui of water in the 
vaſt Ocean? But more eſpecially look to ite end of their oper a- 
tion. What do all theſe afflicions tend ro, and Effet? Do 
they not work out an exceeding weight of glory 2 Are you 
not by them made partakters of his bolines ? Heb i2. Is not 
this all the fruit to take away your fins * Wir, and be impa- 
rient at this! Frer and repine 5ecauſe God is this way per- 
fe&ing your happine(s ? O uagrateiul foul ! Is this a cue at 
Quit2 
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quital of that love, that difdains not to ſtoop to ſo Low 
an imployment, as to ſc: ure 2nd cleanſe your ſouls ; that 
they might be thining veſiels of honour, to all Eternity ! 

O look forward to che end of your troubles. The end of 
their duration, and operation. | 

Seventhly, Look to the right hand.and ſee how you are ſhamed, 
convinced, and filenced by other Chriſtians and it may be 
ſuch roo as never made that profeflion you have done; and 
vert cannot only patiently bear the «Micting hand of God ; 
bur are bleſſing, praifhng, and admiring God under their 
troubles 3 whilſt you are finning againſt, and diſhonouring him 
under (ſmaller ones. It may be you will find ſome poor Chri- 
ſtians tharknow not where to have their next bread, and yer 
are ſpeaking of the bounty of their God ; while you are re- 
pining inthe midſt of plenty. Ah, if there be any ingenuity 
in you, Jet this ſhame you. If this will not, then 

Ejghthly, Look to your left hand, and there you will ſee a ſad 
fight, and what one would think ſhould quiet you. There you 
may ſee a company of wicked gracelels wretches, carrying 
themſelves under their troubles, but too like your ſelves. 
What do they more, than fret and murmur, deſpond and 
fink ; mix fin with their aflitivns, when the Rod of God is 
upon them ? 

« It's time for thee to leave off, when thou ſeeſt how near 
thou art come to them, whom thou hopeſt thou ſhalt never 
be ranked and numbred with. Reader, ſuch conliderations as 
theſe I am perſwaded, would be of f{ingular uſe to thy foul at 
ſuch a time, but above all, thine eyeing the great pattern of 
patience, Jeſ#s Chriſt ; whoſe Lamb-like carriage under a trial 
with which thine is not to be named the ſame day, is here 
recommended to thee. O how ſhould this transform thee 


into a Lamb, for meeknels alſo ? 
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Opens the In- 

| pv nigra. 
” V | of the death 

Lu KC. XA. 34. of Chriſt in 


his ſeven laſt 


\ 
7 io; a Telus FE hoy | ro01ve them +» . oY; k oP words ; the 


not what they dos 7s here open'd. 


HE manner in which Chriſt died hath already been 
opened in the Solitude, and Patience in which he died. 
The third, to wit, the /»ſtra&iveneſs of his Death, 
now follows, in theſe ſeven excellent and weighty 
ſayings, which dropt from his bleſſed Lips upon the Tree ; 
whilſt his ſacred blood. dropt on the earth from his wounded 
hands and feet; ſo that on the Croſs he exerciſed both his 
Prieftly, and Prophetical Ofhce together ; redeeming us by 
his blood. and inſtructing us by his words. ' 
Theſe ſeven words of Chriſt upon the Crols are his laſt words, 
with v hich he breathed out his Soul. The laſt words of a dy- 
ing man are remarkeble, the Scripture puts a remark upon 
them, 2 Sam, 23, 1. Now theſe be the laft words of David. How 
remarkable then arethe laſt words of Chriſt? 
Theſe words are ſeven in number; three directed to his 
Father, and four more to thoſe about him. Of the former 
ſort this is one, Father, forgive th:m, &c. In which we have, 
Firſt, the mercy defired by Chrift, arid that 1s forgiveneſs. Se- 
condly, the perſons for whom it is deftired [Them that is, 
thoſe cruel and wicked perſons that were now imbrewing 
their hands in his blood. And Thirdly, the motive or argu- 
ment urged to procure that mercy from his Father, for rhey 
know not what they ds. = : 
Firf, The mercy prayed for, that is, forgiveneſs 3 Father |, 
forgive. Forgiveneſs is not only a Mercy, a fpiricual mercy, + 
but one of the greateſt mercies a ſou] can obtain from God. Ye 
It is ſach a mercy that without it whatever elle we have irom => 
God, isno mercy to us. So great a mercy is forgiveneſs, that RR. £5 


David calls him bleſſed, or rather admires the bleflednels of y,;n;., 
* Im Mon?, 
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him whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whole fin is covered. This 
mercy, this beit of mercies he requeſts for them, Farther f or- 
gtve them. 

Secon4ly, The perſons for whom he requeſts forgiveneſs, 
are the ſame that with wicked hands Crucifted him. Their 
fat was the molt horr:d that ever was committed by men. 
They not only thed innocent blood, bur the blood of God ; 
the beſt of mercies, is by him delired for the wortit of {taners. 

Thirdly, The motive or Argument urged ro procure this 
mercy for them. is this, for chey know not what they do, As if 
he thould ſay, Lord, what theſe poor Creatures do, is not fo 
much out of malice to me, as the Son of God; bur it is from 
their ignorance. Did they know who, and what I am, they 
would rather be nailed ro the Croſs themſelves, than do ir. 
To the ſame purpoſe the Apoſtle ſaith; 1 Cor. 2. 8. #/bom noe 
of the Princes of this worid knew, for had they known it, they would 
not have Crucified the Lord of Glory. Yet this is not to be ex- 
tended to all that had an hand in the death of Chriſt, but co 
the ignorant multitude; among whom fome of Gods Elect 
were, who afterwards believed in him, whoſe blood they 
(pile, Ats3.17. And now brethren, 1 wot that through ignorance 
ye did it, For them this Prayer of Chriſt was heard. Hence 
che Notes are, | | 


Do&. 1. That ignorance is the [nal cauſe of enmity to Chriſt, 


Do. 2. That there is forgiveneſs with Ged, for ſuch as oppoſe 
Chriſt out of ignorance. | 


Do&. 3. That to forgive enemies, and beg forgiveneſs for them, 
is the true Charater and property of the Chriſtian Spirit. 


Theſe obſervations contain ſo much practical truth, that if 
will be worth our time, to open and apply them diſtinctly, 


DoR. 1. That ignorance is the uſnal cauſe of enmity to Chriſt, 


Theſe things ({aith our Lord) wil they do, becauſe they have 
not known the Father, nor me, Joh. 16. 3 What things doth he 
mean 2 Why, kill and deſtroy the people of God, and there- 
in ſuppoſe they do God good ſervice, (: e.) think to oblige 
and gratifie the Father, by their butchering his Children. So 
Fer. 9. 3. They proceed fromevil, to evils and have not _ = 

aii 
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ſaith the Lord, q. d. had they the knowledge of God, they 
would check and ſtop them in their ways of wickedneſs, and 
ſo Pſal. 74. 20. The dark places of the earth, are full of the bab;- 
tations of cruelty, 

Three things muſt be inquired into, /c. what their igno- 
rance of Chriſt was Whence it was. And how it diipoled 
them to ſuch enmity againſt him. | 

Firſt, What was their ignorance, who Crucified Chriſt ? 
Tgnorance 1s twofold, ſimple, or reſpetive. Simple ignorance 
is not ſuppoſeable in theſe perſons, for in many things they 
were a knowing people. Bur it was a reſpective particular 
1gnorance, Rom, 11: 25. Blizdneſs in part, # happened to Iſrael. 
They knew many other truths, but did not know Jeſus Chriſt. 
In that their eyes were held. Natural light they had. Yea, 
and Scripture light they had- Bur in this particalar, that rhss 
was the Son of God, the Saviour of the world ; therein they 
were blind and ignorant. 

But how could that be? Had they not heard at leaſt of his 
miraculous works ? Did they not ſee how his Birth, Life and 
Death ſquar'd with the Prophecies both in cime, place, and 
manner ? Whence ſhould this their ignorance be, when they 
ſaw, or at leaſt might have ſeen the Scriptures fulfill'd in him, 
and that he came among them in a time when chey were big 
with expeRations of the Meſſah. ; 

*'Tis true indeed, they knew the Scriptures, and it cannot 
but be ſuppoſed the fame of his mighty works had reacht their 
ears 3 but yet, ; 

Firſt, Though they had the Scriptures among them, they 
miſunderſtood them 3; and did not rightly meaſure Chriſt by 
that right rule. You find Foh. 7. 52. How they reaſon with 
Nicodemus againſt Chriſt, Art thou alſo of Galilee ? Search, and 
fee 5 for out of Galilee ariſeth ne Prophet. Here is a double 
miſtake. Firſt, they ſuppoſed Chriſt to ariſe out of Galilee, 
whereas he was of Bethlehem, though much converſant in the 
parts of Galilee. And ſecondly, they thought becauſe they could 
_ Lo Prophet had ariſen out of Galilee, therefore none 
{NGUuid., R 

Another miſtake that blinded them about Chriſt, was from 
rheir conceit that Chriſt ſhould nor die, bur live for ever, 7oh. 
12. 34. We have beard out of the Law, that Chrift abideth for* 
ever ; and how ſayeſt thou the = of man muſt be lifted wp? Who 
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is the Sonof man ? That Scripture which probably they urge 
azainſt the mortality of Chriſt, is 1/a. 9. 7. Of the increaſe of 
his Government and peacethere ſhrsll be no end, upon the Throne of 
David, &c. In like manner, Fob. 7. 27. We find them inano- 
ther miſtake, We know this man whence he is, but when Chrif 
cometh, no man knoweth whence be is. This likely proceeded 
from their miſunderſtanding of Mica. 5. 2. His going forth have 
been from of old, from everlaſting. Thus were they blinded 
about the perſon of Chrift by miftaterpretations- of Scipture- 
Prophecies. 

Secondly, Another thing occaſioning their miſtake of Chriſt 
was the outward meanneſs, and deſpiſeablenelſs oi his condition. 
They expected a pompous Meſſiah, one that ſbonld come with 
State, and Glory: becoming. the King of 7rae/. Bur when 
they ſaw him in the form of a Servant, coming. in poverty, 
not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter: they utterly reje&- 
ed him, We hid as is were our faces from him, he was deſpiſed, 
and we eſteemed him not, 1/a.53. 3. Nor is it any great wonder 
theſe ſhould be ſcandalizedat his:-poverty. When the Diſci- 
ples themſelves, had ſuch carnal apprehenſions of his Kingdom, 
Mar.1o. 37. 38. 

Thirdly, Add to this their implicit faith in the Learned Rab» 
bies and Doctors, who utterly miſled chem in this matcer, and 
greatly prejudiced them againſt Chriſt. Zo (ſay they) he 
[peaketh boldly, and they ſay nothing to. him, Do- the-Rulers know 
indeed that this is the very Chriſt ? They pinn'd their faith upon. 
the Rulers ſleeves, and ſuffer'd chem to carry it whither they 
would. This was their ignorance, and theſe its cauſes, 

Thirdly, Let us ſee in the nextplace, how this diſpoſed them 
co ſuch-enmity againſt Chriſt; And:this it doth three ways; 

Firſt, Ignorance diſpoſes men to enmity and oppoſition to 
Chrift, by removing thoſe hinderances that would: otherwiſe 
keep them from it : As checks and rebukes of conſcience, by 
which they are reſtrain'd from! evil ; -but conſcience binding 
and reproving in the Authority and vertue of the Law of God ; 
where that Law is not known, there can. be no reproofs, and 
therefore we truly ſay, that ignorance is virtually every fin- 

Secondly, Ignorance enflaves and ſubje&ts the: ſoul to the 
Luſfts of Satan 3: he 1s the Ruler of the darkneſs of this world, Eph. 
6. 12, There is no work fo baſe and vile, but an ignorant 
man will undertake it. | 


Thirdly, 


Serm. Jo. being his firſt word upon the Croſs. 


Thirdly, Nay, which is more, if a man be ignorant of 
Chriſt, his cruchs, or people ; he will not only oppoſe and 
perſecyte 3 but he will alſo do it conſciencionfly, . e.) he 
will look upon it as his duty fo to do, John 16. 3. Before the 
Lord open'd Pan's eyes, he verily thought that he ought to 4» 
many things contrary to the name of Chriſt, Thas you have a 
brief account what, and whence their ignorance was,and low 
it diſpoſed and prepared them for this dreadful work. Hence 
we learn, . 

Inference I. 

How falſly is the Geſpel charged as the cauſe of diſcord andtrou- 
ble in the worlk, Tisnot light, but darkneſs that makes men 
fierce and cruel. As light increaſes, ſo doth peace, 1/a. 11.6,9. 
The Wolf alſo ſhall dwe# with the Lamb, and the Leopard lie down 
with the Kid; and the Calf and the young Lyon, and the fatling 
together 3 and a little Child ſhall lead them, they ſhall not hurt, 
nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth ſhall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the Sea. What 
a fad condition wonld the world be in without Goſpel light ! 
All places would be dens of rapine, ad mountains of prey. 
Certainly we owe much.of our Civil Liberty, and outward 
tranquility to Goſpel light, If a (word, and variance at any 
time follow the Goſpel, it's but an accidential, not a direct 
and proper effec of ir. | 

Inference 2, 

How dreadful is it to oppoſe Chriſt and his truths kzowingly, and 
with opened eyes? Chrilt pleads their ignorance as an argument 
to procure their pardon. Pau! himſelf was once fill'd with 
rage and madnel(s, againſt Chriſt and his truths. Ir was well 
for him hedid it ignorantly. Had he gone againit his light 
and knoweldge, there had been little hope of him, 1 7m. x. 
v. 13. 1 was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and injurions ; but I 06> 
tained mercy, becau/e 1 did it ignoranily, and in unbelief. I] do 
not ſay it's ſimply impoſſible for one that knowingly, and 
maliciouſly oppoſes and perſecutes Chriſt and his people,to be 
forgiven, but it is not uſual, Heb. 6.4, 5. There are few 
inſtances of it. w_ 
Infer ence 3, S 

What an aweful Majeſty ſits upon the brow of holineſs, that few 
dare to oppoſe it that ſeeit! There are few or none io daringly 


wicked, to fight againſt ir with open eyes, 1 Per. 3. 13. Who 
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wilt harm ye whilft you are followers of that which is good, q. d. who 
dare be fo hardy to ſer upon known godlineſs, or afflict and 
wrong the known friends of it, The true reaſon why many 
Chriſtians ſpeed ſo bad, is not becauſe they are godly, bur 
becauſe they do not manifeſt the power of godlineſs more 
than they do. Their lives are ſo like the lives of others, that 
Ecceq i Ja they are often miſtaken for others. Cprian brings in the 
ca © a wicked of his time thus fcoffing at Profeſſors. Behold they 
Torimnids that boaſt themſelves to be redeemed from the tyranny of 
S:rarz qui Satan. and to be dead to the world 5 how are they overcome 
predicaat ſe by the Luſts of it, as well as other men. Look as the pover- 
oo 115 POOR ty and meanneſs of Chriſts outward condition was a ground 
Iomi. us cu- Of their miſtake of him then, ſo the poverty and meanneſs 
piditatibus* Of our love to God, heavenly mindedneſs, and mortification 
vircuntur. £0 this world, is a diſguiſe to profeſſors, and a cauſe why they 
Cpri, are no more owned, and honoured in- the Conſciences of 
men at this day. For holineſs manifeſted in it's power, is ſo 
awefully glorious, that the Conſciences of the vileſt cannot 
but honour it, and do obeyſance to ir, Marks. 20. Herod 

feared John, for he was a juſt man, 

Inference 4- 

Tnfer. 4 The enemies of Chri#t are obje&s of pity. Alas they are blind, 
Multi mihi and know not what they do. It's pity that any other affection 
occurrant ; than pity, ſhould ſtir in our hearts towards them. Were their 
Lingo "> eyes bur open, they would never do as they do. We ſhould 
ingrati, mul- Jook upon them as the Phyfitian doth upon his ſick diſtem- 
ti turiis am- pered Patient. Did they but ſee with the ſame light you do, 
bitionis agi- chey would be as far from hating Chriſt or his waies as you 
fatt 3 omiuna re, Simmul ac deſinunt ignorare, deſinunt diſſe, as ſoon as they 


[Uta t - I : 
pitichs bpi- ceaſe to be ignorant, they ceaſe to hate, ſaith. Terruliar, 
ciet ſapiens, | 
quam #Egros Inference F, 


tuos medicus 
Seneca deira. 


Infer, 5. 


How-needfal 1s it before we engage onr ſelves againſt any perſon 
or way, to be well ſatisfied and reſolved that it is a wicked perſon or 
prattice that we ofpoſe ? You lee the world generally runs upon 
2 miſtake in this matter, O beware of doing you know not 
what ! For though you do you know not what, Satan knows 
whar he is doing by you. He blinds your eyes, and then ſets 
you to work, knowing that if you ſhould bur ſee what you 
are doing, you would rather die than do.it. You — 


Serm. 30. being his firſt word upon the Croſs. 


do you know not what; but you- may afterward have time 
enough to refle& on, and lament what you have done. You 
may now do you know not what, and hereafter you may not 
know what to do. O beware therefore what you do. 


Dodt.2. That there is forgivexeſs with God, for ſuch as oppoſe Chriſt 


ont of ignorance, 


If all manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven to men, 
then this as well as others, 2atth. 12, 31. We 3re not with 
Theophila# to underſtand that place of the certainty of pardon: 
much leſs with Origen of the deſert of it : nor yer with Fax- 
ſenius of the faciliry of it, but rather of the poſſibiliry of for- 
giveneſs. It ſhall be ſo to ſome, it may be fo to you : even 
thoſe whoſe wicked hands had crucified Chriſt, receive remiſ- 
fion by that blood they ſhed, As 2. 23, 38. compared, 

I have two things here to do, Fir#, to open the nature 
of the forgiveneſs, and ſhew you what it is. Secondly, To 
vn the poſſibility of it, for ſuch as miſtakingly oppoſe 

briſt. 

For the Firſt, Forgiven'ſs is Gods gracions diſcharge of a be- 
lieving penitent ſinner, from the guilt of all his ſin, for Chrifts 

ARE. 
/ * God diſcharge : There is indeed a fraternal forgiveneſs, 
by which one man forgives another 3 ſo far as he is intereſled 
in the wrong, Luke 6. 37. there is alſo a miniſterial forgive: 
neſs, whereby the miniſter of Chriſt as his mouth, and in 
his name declares the pardon, or miniſterially applies the 
promiſes of pardon'to penitent offenders, Joh 20. 23. but 
none can abſolutely, and properly forgive fin, but God only, 
Mark. 2. 7. the primary and principal wrong is done to him, 
Pſal. 51. 4. Againſt thee, thee only (4, e.) thee mainly or eſpe- 
cially, I have ſinned, Heace fins are metonimically called debts, 
debrs ro God , Matrh. 6. 12. not that we owe them to 
God, or ought to fin againſt him 3 but as a pecuniary debr 
obliges him that owes it, to the penalty, if he fatisfie nor 
for it; ſo do our fins. And who can diſcharge the Debtor, 


bur the Creditor ? 


It's a gracious att or diſcharge. I, even 1 am be that blotteth: 
out thy tranſgreſſion for mine own name ſake, Iſai.43 25, And. 


yet (ia is not {o forgiven, as that God expeAs no f2tisfaction- 
| 2t. 
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3t all; but as expeRing none from us, becauſe God hath pro: 
vided a ſurety for us, from whom he is ſatisfied. Eph. 1, 7. 
In whom we have redemption through his blood , the forgiveneſs 
of ſins, according to the riches of his grace. _ 

It's a gratious diſcharge from the guilt of ſin. Guilt is that 
which pardon properly deals with. Guilt is an obligation tc 
punithment. Pardon is the diflolving of that obligation. Guilr 
isa chain with which ſinners are bound and fettered by the 
Law. Pardon is that agua-fortis that eats it aſunder, and makes 
the priſoner a free-man. The pardoned ſoul is a diſcharged 
ſoul. Row. 8. 33. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods 
Elett ? .Itis God that juſtifitth, who ſhall condemn ? It's Chriſt that 
died. 

It's Gods diſcharge of a believing penitent ſinner, Infidelity and 
impenitency are not only {ins in themſelves, but ſuch fins as 
bind faſt all other fins upon the ſoul. By him all that believe 
are juſtified from all things, Acts 10. 43+ So Acts 3. 19. Repent 
therefore, that your ſins may be blotted out. This is the method 
in which God diſpenſeth pardon to ſinners. Laſtly, 

It is for Chriſts ſake we are diſcharged; he is the meritorious, 
cauſe of our remiflion. As God for Chrifts ſake hath forgiven 
you, Eph. 4. 32. It's his blood alone thet meritoriouſly procures 
our diſcharge. 

_ is a brief, and true account of the nature of forgive- 
neſs. 

Secondly, Now to evince the poflibility of forgiveneſs, for 


- ſuch as iznorantly oppoſe Chriſt, Let theſe things be weigh'd. 


Firſt, Why ſhould any poor foul that is now humbled for its 
enmity to Chriſt in the daies of ignorance, queſtion the pol- 
Hility of forgivenefs : when this effeRt doth not exceed the 
power of the cauſe; nay, when there is more efficacy in the 
blood of Chriſt the meritorious cauſe, than is in this effe&t 
of it ? There's power enough in that blood not only to par- 
don thy fins, bur the (ins of the whole world, were it actually 
applied, 1 John 2, 2. There is not only a ſufficiency, bur alſo 
a redundancy of. merit, in that precious blood. Surely then 
thy enmity to Chriſt, eſpecially before thou kneweſt him, 
may not look 1tke an unpardonable iniquity in thine eyes. 

Second'y, And as this ſin exceeds not the power of the 
meritorious cauſe of forgiveneſs; ſo neither is it any where 
excluded from pardon, by any word of God. Nay, ſuch is the 


extenſiveneſs 


Serm. Jo. bemg his firſt word 1pon the Croſs, 
exrenliveneſs of the promiſe to believing penitents, that this 


caſe 1s manifeſtly included, and forgiveneſs tendred to thee is: 


the promiſes. Ifat. 55. 7. Let the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon, Many ſuch extenſive promiſes there are in the 
Scriptures. And there is not one parenthe(15 in all choſe bleſf d 
pages, in which this caſe is excepted. 

Thirdly, And it's yet more fatisfactory.that God hath already 
acually forgiven ſuch ſinners, and that whichrhe hath done, he 
may again do, Yea, therefore he hath done ir to ſome, and 
thoſe eminent for their enmity to Chriſt, that others may 
be incouraged to hope for the ſame mercy when they alſo ſhall 


be in the ſame manner humbled for it. Tale one famous 


inſtance of many; it's that of Pau! in 1 Tim. 1, 13, 16. Who 
was before a blaſpemer, a perſecutor, and injurious : but I obtained 
mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly in unbeli:f —— howbeit, for 
this canſe I obtained mercy, that in we firſt Teſus Chriſt might ſhew 
farth all long-ſuffering, for @ pattern to them which ſhould here- 
after believe on him to everlaſting life, Tt's no ſmall incourage- 
ment to a {ick man, to hear of ſome that have been recover'd 
out of the ſame diſeaſe, and that prevailing in an higher 


degree, than in himſelf. 


Fourthly, Moreover, It is encouraging to conſider, that when 


God hath cut off others in the way of their ſin, he hath hitherto 
red thee. What ſpeaks this but a purpoſe of mercy to thy 


A 
iy Thou ſhouldſt account the /ong-ſufering of .God- thy 
Salvation, 2 Pet. 3.15. Had he ſmitten thee inthe way of thy 


fin and emnity to Chriſt, what hope had remained ? Bur in. 


that he hath not only ſpared thee, but alſo given thee a hearc 
ingeniouſly aſhamed, and humbled for thy evils; doth not this 


ſpeak mercy for thee ? ſurely it looks like a gracious delign - 


of love to thy Soul. 
Inference 1- 


And is there forgivene(s with God for ſuch as have been 
enemies to Chriſt, his truths, and people. Ther certain!y there 
is pardon and mercy for the friends of God, who involuntarily fall 
into ſin, by the ſurprizals of temptation, and are broken. for it as 
ingenious children for offending a good Father. Can any doubt, if 
God have pardon for ſuch enemies, he bath none for children? 


If he have forgiveneſs for ſuch as (hed the blood of ha + 
Wh: 
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with wicked hands ; he hath not much more mercy and for- 
givene(s for ſuch as love Chriſt, and are more afflicted for 
their fin againſt him, than all the other troubles they havein 
the world ? Doubt it not, but he that receives enemies into 
his boſom, will much more receive and embrace children, 
though offending ones. : 

How penfive do the dear children of God ſometimes fit, af- 
rer their lapſes into ſin > Will God ever pardon this > Will he 
be reconciled again ! May I hope his face [hall be ro me as in 
former times ? Penfive ſoul, if thou didſt but know the large- 
neſs, tenderneſs, freeneſs of that grace which yearns over ene- - 
mies 3 and hath given forth thouſands, and ten thouſands of 
pardons to the worſt of {inners 3 thou would not fink at that 
rate. 

Inference 2, 

Is there pardon with God for enemies, how inexcnſable then 
are all they that per fiſt and periſh in their enmity to Chriſt ! Sure 
cheir deſtruRon is of themſelves. Mercy is offered to them 
if chey will receive it. Proclamation is made in the Goſpel. 
That if there be any among the enemies of Chriſt, who re- 
pent of what they have been, and done againſt him ; and are 
now unfeignedly willing to be reconciled, upon the word © 
a King, he ſhall find mercy, But God ſhall wound the head 
bis enemics, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on ſtill in his 
rreſpaſſes, Pſal. 68. 21. 1f he turn not, he will whet his ſword, he 
hath bent his bow and made it ready, he hath alſo prepared for him 
the inſlruments of death 3 he ordaineth his arrows againſt the perſe- 
cutors, Plal. 7. 12. 

This lays the blood of every man that periſhes in his enmi- 
ty to Chriſt, at lis own door. And vindicates the righteouſ- 
neſs of God in the ſ(evereſt ſtrokes of wrath upon them. This 
aiſo will be a cutting thought ro their hearts eternally. I 
might once bave had pardon, and I refuſed it. The Goſpel- 
Trumper ſounded a parly. Fair and gracious terms were of- 
fered, but I rejected them. 

Inference 3. 

Is there mercy with God and forgiveneſs even for his worſt 
enemies upon their ſubmiſſion, how unlike ro God then are all im- 
p/acable ſpirits ! Some there are that cannot bring their hearts 
ro forgive an enemy : to whom revenge is ſweerer than life, 
I Sa, 24- 16, If a man find his enemy, will he let him go ? This 

Is 


Serm. zo. being his firſt word upon the Croſs. 365 
is Hell-fire, a fire that never goeth out; how little do ſuch 

poor creatures conſider, if God thould. deal by them, as they 

do by others 3 what words could expreſs the miſery of their 
condition |! Ir's a ſad ir, and a fad /ign; a charatter of a wretch- 

ed ſtate, where ever it appears. Thoſe that have found mer- 

cy, thould be ready to ſhew mercy: and they that expect 

mercy themſelves, thould not deny it others. | 

This brings us upon thethird and lai obſervation, v:z. 


Doct. 3: Thar to forgive enemies, and beg forgiveneſs fur them, is D,9, 2. 
the true charatter and property of the Chriſtian ſpirit, | 


Thus did Chriſt, Father, forgive them. And thus did S:e- 
phen in imitation of Chriſt. Act. 7. 59, 60. Azd they toned 
Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Felus, receive my ſpi- 
rit ; and he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord. la 
not this ſin to their charge. This fuits with the rule of Chriſc, 
Matth. 5. 44, 45. But 1 lay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which deſpightfully uſe you and perſecute you : That ye may be the 
£hildren of God your Father which is in Heavey. 

Here I ſhall firſt open the nature of this duty, and ſhew you 
what a forgiving ſpirit.is 3 and then the excellency of it : how 
well it becomes all that call themſelves Chriſtians.” : 

Firſt, Let us enquire what this Chriſtian forgiveneſs is. x; 
And that the nature of it may the better appear, I ſhall ſew 
you both whar it is not, and what it is. 

Firſt, It conlifts not in a foica! inſenſibi/ity of wrongs and in- 
jaries, God hath nor made men as iaſenſible ſtupid blocks, 
that have no ſence or feeling of what is done to them- Nor 
harch he madea Law inconfiftent with their very nztures thar 
are to be governed by it. But allows us a tender ſenſe of na- 
rural eyils, though he will not allow us to revenge them by 
moral evils. Nay, the more deep and render our reſenarmeats 
of wrongs and injuries are, the more excellent is our forgive- 
neſs of them : fo tiiat a forgiving ſpirit doth not exclude tenſe 
of injuries, but the ſenſe of injuries graces the forgiveneſs of 
them+_ _ ., 

Secondly, Chriſtian forgiveneſs is not a poiitich concealment of 
our wrath, and revenge, becauſe it will be a reproach to diſcover it z Manct aita 
or bec wnſe we want opportunity t0 ya 'S This is carnal policy, . 
2 not 
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not Chriſtian meekne(s. So far from being-the- mark of a 
gracious ſpirit. that it's apparently the fign of a vile nature. 
It isnot Chriſtianity to repoſe, but depole injuries. 

Thirdly, Nor is it that mortal vertue, for which we are beho'dins 
to an eafer and better nature. and the he'p of moral rules and docu. 
ments, There are certain vertues attainable without the 
change of nature, which they call FHomilitical verraes, becauſe 
they greatly adorn and beaurifie nature ; ſuch as-remperance, 
patience, juſtice, &c. theſe are of f(ingular uſe to conſerve 
pe2ce and order in the world. And without them (as one 
aptly ſpeaks) the world would ſoon break up; and it's civil {o- 
Cicties disband. But yet though theſe are the ornaments of 
nature; they do not argue the change of nature. All graces 
in the exerciſe of them, involve-areſpe&t ro God. And for 
the being of chem, they are not by natural acquiſition, but ſu- 
pernatural infoſ{1on. 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, Chriſtian forgiveneſs is ot an-injurious 
giving up of our rights and properties, to the Luſts of every one that 
hath a mind to invade them. No: theſe we may lawfully de- 
fend and preſerve, and are bound fo to do ; though if we-can- 
not defend them legally, we muſt not avenge our wrongs un: 
chriſtianly. This is not Chriſtian forgiveneſs. But then po- 
fitively z | 

It js a Chriſtian lenity, or gentleneſs of mind; not retaining, but 

freely paſſing by the mjuries done to us : in obedience to the command 
of God. 
F It is alenity, or gentleneſs of mind. The grace of God de- 
mulces the angry ſtomach 3 calans the tumultuous paſſions ! 
new- moulds our ſowr (ſpirits, and makes them benign, gentle 
and eafie to be intreated. Gal. 5: 22. The fruit of the ſpirit is 
love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, 8c. 

This gracious lenity #nclines the Chriſtian to paſs by injuries : 
ſo.to paſs them by, as neither to retain them revengefully*in the 
mind, or requite them when we have opportunity with the hand, 
Yea, and that freely, not by conſtraint, becauſe we cannot 
avenge our ſelves, but willingly. We abhor to do it when 
we can. So that as a carnal heart thinks revenge its: glory, 
the gracious heart is content that forgiveneſs ſhould be his 
glory. I will be even with him, ſaith nature. I will be above 

im, faich grace. It is his glory to paſs over tranſgreſſion. 
Prov+ 19,11. 


And 
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And thi it doth in obedience to the command of God: their own 
nature inclines them another way. The ſpirit that is in us luſt - 
eth to envy, but he giveth more grace, James 4« 5. It luſteth co 
revenge, but the fear of God repreſſes thoſe motions. Such 
conſiderations as theſe, God hath forbidden me. Yea, and 
God hath forgiven me, as well as forbidden me, prevail up- 
on him, when nature urges to revenge the wrong. Pe kind one 
to another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven you, Eph. 4. 32. This is forgive- 
neſs in a Chriſtian ſenſe. 
Secondly, And that this is excellent, and ſingularly becom- , 
ing the profeſlion of Chriſt, is evideat. In as much as, ; 
This [peaks your Religion excellent, that can mould your hearts 
into that heavenly frame to which they are fo averſe, yea con- 
trarily diſpoſed by nature. It is the glory of Pagan morality 
that it can abſcondere vitia, hide and cover mens luſts, and 
paſſions. But the glory of Chriſtianity lies in this, that it can 
abſcindere vitia, not hide, but deſtroy, and really mortike the 
.Luſts of nature. Would Chriſtians but live up to the excel- 
lent principles of their Religion, Chriſtianity ſhall be no more 
.out-vied by heatheniſh morality. The greateſt Chriſtian ſhall 
be no more chajlenged to imitate Socrates, if he can. We... 
ſhall utterly ſpoil that proud boaſt, that the faith of Chriſti- 59e+* quod 
ans is out-done by the infidelity of Heathens. O Chriſtians, prafticic in- 
yield not the day to Heathens. Let all the world fee the true fidelitas. C.- 
greatneſs, heavenlineſs, and excellency of your repreſented © 
pattern; 2nd by true mortification of your corrupt natures, 
enforce an acknowledgment from the world, that a greater 
than Socrates is here. He that is really a meek, humble, pa- {6 roendmng t- 
tient, heavenly, Chriſtian wins this glory to his Religion, that ,tchricr en 
it can do more than all other principles, and rules inthe world. tjciers 6rz- 
In nothing were the moſt accompliſhed Heathens more de- ccrum. 
fecive than in this forgiving of injuries. It was a thing they , 
could not underſtand, or if they did, could never bring their 2 ws ; 
hearts to it ; witneſs that rule of their great Tully. 1r # the firſt [77 oa 
office of Juſtice (ſaith he) to hurt no man,except firſt provckedby an /.,,1.., © 
injury, The addition of that exception, {poiled his excellent © unn fimpii- 
rule. | | , Cel verain® 
But now Chriſtianity teaches, and ſome Chriſtians have at- W_ ED 
rained it, to receive evil, and return-good, 1 Cor. 4. 12,13. 4, 
Being reviled, we bl:/s, being pe eraren, we ſuffer it, being defamed, jg adjetti. 
| 2 
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we intreat, This certainly is that meekneſs wrought in us by 
the wiſdom that is from above, Fam. '3. 17. 

This makes 2 min fit fure in the Conſciences of others, 
who with Sa:1 mult acknowledge, when they fee themſelves 
{0 cut-conre, thor art 0% righteous than 1, 1 Sam, 24. 16, I7, 
had we been (o injured, and had ſuch opportunities to revenge 
them, we thould never have piſſed them by, as theſe men 
did: 

This impreſſes and ſtamps the very image of God upon the 
Creature, and makes us !ike our heavenly Father who doth 
g00d to his enemies, and ſends down ſhowers of outward 
bleflings upon them, rhat pour out floods of wickedneſs daily 
to provoke him. Marth. 5. 44, 45- In a word, this Chriſtian 
remper of ſpirit gives a man the true poſſeſſion, -and enjoy- 
ment of himfelf, So that our breaſts ſhall be as the pacitique 
Sea, ſmooth and pleaſant, when others are as the raging Sea, 
foaming, and caſting up mire and dirt. 

 Tyference 1. 

Hence we clearly infer, that Chriſtian Religion exalted in. its 
power, is the greateſt friend to the peace and tranquillity of States 
and Kingdoms. Nothing is more oppoſite to the true Chriſti- 
an ſpirit, than implacable fierceneſs, ſtrife, revenge, tumules 


and uproars Ir teaches men to do good, and receive evil; to 


receive evil, and return good. The wiſdom that is from above, 
is firſt pure, then peaceable;, gentle, and eaſie to be intreated : full 
of mercy, and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocri= 
fie: andrhe fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown in peace, of them that 
make peace. Jam. 3. 17,18, $4 na 

The Church is a Dove for meekne(s. Carr. 6. 9. When the 
world grows full of ſtrife, Chriſtians then grow weary of the 
world ; and {igh out the P/almifts requeſt, Oh that 1 had the 
wings of a Dove, that I might flee away and be at reſt, Strigelius 
cefired to die, that he might be freed ab implacabilibus oaiis 
reologorum, from the implacable ſtrifes of contending Divines. 

The rule by which they are to walk is, 1f it be poſſible as 
wuch as lieth in yu, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, 
avenge not your ſelves, but rather give place untowrath ; for it is 


Qpritten, wengearice 4s mine, 1 wil repay it, ſaith the Lord. Rom. 


12. 18, z9. It is not Religion, but Luſts that make the world 
io urquiet. 7am, 4 1, 2: Not godlineſs, but wickedneſs that 
2234S Men bite and deyour one another. One of the firſt ef- 
fets 
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= 


feds of the Goſpel is to civilize thoſe places where it comes, 
and ſertie orcer and peace among men. How great a miftake 
and evil then is it to'cry our, when Atheiſm, and irreligion 
have broken the civil peace 3 this is the fruitof Religion ; 
#1 i'* EL AY + f la oft | Ha: ws _ uld i L oo 1 * 
this is the effect of tae Goſpel. Happy weuldit be, if Reli- 
gion Cid more obtafh in ali Nations. Ir is the greateſc friend 


in the world td their tranquillity and proſperity. 
Taference 2, 


How dangerous a thing i it to abuſe and wrong mech and for- 


giving Chriſtians ? Their patience and eatineſs to forgive, of- 
cen 1nvites injury, and encourages vile ſpirits to inſult and 
trample upon them 3 but if men would ſeriouſly conſider ir, 


there's nothing in the world ſhould more ſcare and 2frizhe 


them from ſuch practices than thiss You may abuſe and 
wrong them, they muſt not avenge themſelves, nor repay 
evil tor evil ; true, but becauſe they do not, the Lord will; 
even the Lord to whom they commit the matter ; and he will 
do it to purpole, except ye repent, 

Be patient therefore, Brethren, unto the coming of the Lord, 
Jam. 5.7. will ye ſtand to that Iflne? Had. you rather indeed 
have to do with God, than with men. When the Jews pur 
Chriſt to death, he committed Himſelf to him that judgeth Righ- 
zeonſly, 1 Pet. 2. 22,23. And did that people ger any thing by 
that? Did not the Lord ſeverely avenge the blood of Chriſt 

' on them, and their Children ? Yea, do not they, and their 


Children groan under the doleful eftecs of it to this day ? If - 


God undertakes (as he always doth) the cauſe of his abuſed, 
meek and peaceable people ; he will be ſure to avenge it (e- 
venfold more than they could. His little finger will be hea- 
vier than their loins. You will get nothing by that. 

Inference 3. 

Laſtly, Let us all imitate our pattern Chriſt, and labour for 
meeh forgiving ſpirits. I ſhall only propoſe two inducemenrs 
to it. The honour of Chriſt, and your own peace. Two dear 
things indeed, toa Chriſtian. His glory is more than your 
life, and all that you enjoy in this world. O do notexpole it 
to the ſcorn and derifion of his enemies. Let them not ſay, 
how is Chriſt a Lamb, when his followers are Lions ? Hoiv is 
the Church a Dove, that ſmites and ſcratches like a bird of 
prey ? Conſult ailo the quiet of your own ſpirits. What is 
life worth, without the comfort of life?>. What comfort can 
YOu 
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you have in all that you-dopoſſels in the world, as long as 
you have not the poſſeſſion of your own Sovls ? If your ſpirits 
be full of rumulr and revenge, the Spirit of Chriſt will grow a 
ſtranger to you. That Dove delights in clean and quiet breaſts. 
O chen imitate Chriſt in this excellency alſo. 
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JoNH. XIN. 27. 
Then ſaith be to the Diſciple, Behold thy Mother. 


7 E now paſs to the conſideration of the ſecond me- 
| morable and inſtructive Word of our Lord Telus 
Chriſt upon the:Crols, contain'd in this Scripture. 
Wherein he hath lefc us an excellent pattern for 
the diſcarge of our relative Duties. It may be well ſaid, the 
Goſpel makes the beſt Husbands and Wives, the beſt Parents 
and Children, the beſt Maſters and: Servants in the World ; 
ſeeing it furniſhes them with the moſt excellent preceprs, and 
propoſes the beſt patterns. Here we have the pattern of Jeſus 
Chriſt preſented co all gracious Clyldren for their imita- 
tion, teaching them how to acquite themſelves towards their 
Parents, according to the Laws of Nature, and Grace. Chriſt 
was not only ſubje&t and obedieat to his Parents whilſt he 
lived, but manifeſted his tender care even whilſt he hanged 
in the torments of death upon the Croſs. Then ſaith he ro the 
Diſciple, Behold thy Mother. 

The words contain an affeRionate recommendation of his 
diſtreſſed Mother, to the care of a dear Diſciple, a boſom 
friend, wherein let us con(tder the deſign, manner, and feaſon 
of this recommendation. | 

Firſ#, The. deſign and end of it, which doubtleſs was to 
manifeſt his tender reſpeRs and care for his Mother, who was 
now ina moſt diſtreſled comforrtlefs ſtate. For now- was S:- 
meons Prophecy, Luke 2 35- fulfilled in the trouble and = 
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guiſh that 61d her Soul. Yea, a ſword alſo ſhall pierce through 
thine own Son!, that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed. Her Soul was pierced for him, both as the was his 
Mother, and as ſhe was a miſtical Member of him, «her head, 
her Lord. And therefore he commends her to the beloved 
Diſciple that lay in his boſom, ſaying, Behold thy Mother (1.6) 
ler her be to thee as thine own Mother. Let thy love to me 
be now manifeſted in thy tender care for her. 

Secondly, The: manner of his recommending her is both 
. affectionate and-mutual. Ir's. very aftectionate and moving, 
Behold-thy Mother, q. d. John, I am now. dying 3 leaving all 
humane-{ociety and relations; and entring into a new State, 
where-neither che duties of natural relations are exerciſed, 
nor the: pleaſures-and comforts of them enjoyed. Ir's a ſtate 
of dominion- over. Angels and Men, not of fubjetion and 
obedience.this I now-leave tothee. Upon thee dol devolve both 
the honour and duty of being in my Read and room to her as 
to 41] dear and tender care over her. 

Fohn, Behold thy Mothir z and 23 it's affetionate, ſo it's 
mutual, verſe 26, And to his Mother he ſaid, Woman, beho!d 
thy Son; not Mother, buc Woman, intimating not only the 
change of ſtate and condition with him, bur alſo the bequeſt 
he was making of her to the Diſciple with whom ihe was to 
Jive as a Mother with a Son. 

And all this he de(igns as a pattern to others. 

Thirdly, The ſeaſon or time when his care for his Mother 2, 
ſo eminently manifeſted it ſelf, was when his departure was 
at hand, and he could no longer be a comfort to her by his 
bodily preſence; yea, his love and care then manifeſted chem- 
ſelves, when he was full of anguith to. the very brim, both 
in his ſoul and body, yet all this makes him not in the 
leaſt unmindful of fo dear a Relation. Heace: che Doctrinal 
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DoR. That Chrifts tender care of his Mother, even in the time Do#Z. 
of his greateſt aiftreſs; 1s an excellent pattern for all gracious x 
Childrex to the end of the world, 


There are three great foundations or bonds of relation on 7,5; 2.57; 
which all family-government depends. 'Husbands and Wives, -, 5» «ia 
Parents and Children, Maſters 2nd Servants. The Lord tfath © {74 

planted ** 
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planted inthe fouls of men, aftetions ſuitable to theſe rela- 
tions, 2nd to his people he hath given grace to re-ulate rhoſe 
2Fections appointed.duties to exerciſe thoſe graces, and ſeaſons 
to Gilcharge thoſe duties So thar as 13 thy motion of a wheel 
every fpcke takes its turn, and bears a jfrei-, in like manner 
in the whole round of a Chrittizes converiation, every af- 
ection, grace, and duty at one tealon or other comes to be 
extrciſed. 

But yet grace hath not fo far prevailed in the fanctification 
of any mans affections, but that chere will be excetles or 
defetts in the exerciſe of them rowards our relations, yea, 
and in this the moſt eminerir Saints, have been - eminently de- 
fective. But the pattern I {er before you this day, is a perfect 

_ "pattern, As the Church finds him the beſt of Husbands, fo to 
Optumu 1 hjs Parents he was the beſt of Sons, and being the beſt and 
1109 un que Ak Eno 
s-nere eſt re- Molt perfect, is therefore the rule and weiture of all others, 
=u!z& men- Chriſt knew how thoſe corruptions we draw from our Parents, 
ſura cxtero- are returned in their bitter fruits upon them again to the 
rung wounding of their very hettts, and therefore ir pleaſed him 

to commend obedience and love to Parents in his own exam- 
Ple tO Us, h X 

Ie was anciently a Proverb among the Heathen, 7 /o/a Spar- 
ta, expedir /eneſcere, It's good to be an old man or woman -only 
in Syarta, The ground of it was the ſtrict Laws that were 
among the Spartans to puniſh the rebeilions and diſobedience 
of Children to their aged Parents. And ſhall it not be good 
to be an old Father or Mother in England, where the Gotpel 
of Chriſt is Preached, and ſuch an-argument as this now ſet 
before you urged; an argument which the Heathen world 
was never 4cqu2inted with ? Shall Parents here be forced to 
complain with the Eagle in the Fable, that they are ſmitten ro 
the heart, by an arrow winged with their ewn Feathers. Or 
a5 a Tree rived in pieces by the wedges that were made of its 
own body ? God forbid. | | 

To prevent fach ſad occafions of Complaints as thefe, I 
deſire ail that ſuſtain the relation of Children, into whoſe 
hands providence {2i] caſt this diſcourſe, ſeriouſly to ponder 
this example of Chriſt, propoled for their imitation in this 
point. Wherein we-thall firſt confider what duties belong to 
the rel3tion of Children - Secondly, how Chrifts example 
enforces thoſe duties, and then ſuirably apply ir. 

Firſt, 
+ 
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Firft, Let us examine what duties pertain to the relation of 
Children. And they are as truly as commonly branched out 
iato the following particulars. 

Firſt, Fear and Reverence axe due from Children to -cheir 
Parents, by the expreſs command of God, Lev. 19. 3. Ye 
ſhall fear every man his Mother and his Father. The Holy 
Ghoſt purpoſely inverts the order, and puts the Mother fir{t, 
becauſe ſhe by reaſon of her blandiſhments, and fond indul- 
gence is moſt ſ{ubje&t ro the irreverence and contempt of 
Children, God hath cloathed Parents with his Authority. 
They are intruſted by God witch them, and are accountable to 
him for the ſouls and bodies of their Children. And hs 
expects that you reyerence them, although in reſpet of our- 
ward eſtate, or honour, you be never ſo much above chem: 
Foſeph, though Lord of «/£gypr, bowed down before his aged 
Father, with his face to the Earth, Ger. 48. 12, Solomon, rhe 
moſt magnificent and glorious King that ever {way d a Scepter, 
when his Mother came to ſpeak wich him for Adonijab, hs 
roſe up to meet her, and bowed himſelf ro her, and cauſed 2 
eat to be ſet for the Kings Mother, and ſet her upon his right 
hand, 2 Kings 2. 19, 

Secondly, Dear and tender Love is due from Children to their 
Parents. And to ſhew how ſtrong and dear that Love oughr 
to be, it's joyned with the love you have for your own lives. 
As appears in that injunction to deny both for Chriſts ſake, 
Matth, 10.. 37, The bonds of hature are ſtrong and ſtri& 
betwixt Parents and Children. What is a Child but a piece 
of the Parent wrapt up in another Skin ? Othe care, the coſt, 
the pity, the tenderneſs, the pains, the fears they have expreſt 
for you. Irs worſe than Heatheniſh ingrartitude, nor-to return 
Love for Love. This filial Love is not only in it ſelf a duty, 
but ro be the rootor ſpring of all your other duties to them. 

Thirdly, Obedience to their commands is Cue to them, by the 
Lords ftrit and ſpecial command, Eph. 6. 1. Children obey your 
Parent in the Lord. for this is right; Honour thy Father and thy /19- 
ther, which is the firſt Commandment with promiſe, Filial obedi- 
ence is not only founded upon the poſitive Law of God, bur 
2/ſo upon the Law of nature. For though the ſubjection of 
Servants to Maſters came in by {1n, yer the ſubjection of 
Children to Parents is due to them by natural right, therefore 
{zith the Apoſtle, This: right, (i.e. ) right both according to 
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natural, and poſitive Law. However, this ſubjetion and obe- 
Gignce 1s not abſolute and univerſal. God hath not diveſted 
himſelf of bis own authority, to cloatha Parent with it. Your 
obecience to them mult be iz the Lord, (i. e.) in ſuch things as 
they require you to do in the Lord's anthority. In things con- 
{onant ro that divine and holy will, co which they, as well as 
ycu, ruſt be ſubject 3 and therein you muſt obey them, Yea, 
_., _, even the wickecneſs of a Parent exempts not from obedience, 
Pirates. where his command is not ſo. Nor on the other fide muſt the 
rin. holineſs of a Parent (way you, where his Commands and God's 
Amardu: zc> are oppoſite. In the former caſe, the Canonifts have determi- 
nitor, fed ned, that the command muſt be diſtinguiſhe from the perſon: 
/riny 914 6 lo the latter; it's a good rule. My Parents muſt be loved, 
- >= * but my God mult be preferred. 

Yield your (elves therefore chearfully to obey all that which 
they lawfully enjoin, and take heed that black character fix- 
ed on the Heathens who know*'not God, be not found upon 
you, iſobedience to Parents, Rom. I. 3o. Remember your dil- 

, obedience to their juſt commands riſes higher, much higher, 
than an affront to rheir perſons, and authority z it's diſobedi- 
ence to God himſelf whoſe commands ſecond, and firengthen 
theirs upon you. | 

Fourthly, Submiſſion to their Diſcipline, and rebukes, is alſo 
your duty, Heb. 12. g- We bad Fathers of our fleſh that correfted 
us, and we gave them reverence: Parents ought not to abuſe 

£xvitia pa- their authority» Cruelty in them is a great (in, but wrath 
trizin filios and rebellion in a Child, againſt his Parents, is monſtrous. 
gave Pecan” Tr's ſtoried of ef/:an, that having been abroad, art his return, 
tum, {cd 11a hi . ' | 

$14 in pa- Þis Father asked him what he had Learned fince he went from 
trem, zrave him ; he anſwered, you will knot fhortly. I have learned 
nonſivum. to bear your anger quietly, and ſubmit to what you pleaſe to 
inflit, Two conſiderations ſhould eſpecially mould others 
into the like frame, eſpecially ro their godly Parents, The 
end for which, and the manner in which they manifeſt their 
anger to their Children. Their end is to fave your ſouls from 
Hell. They judge it better for you to hear the voice of their 
anger, than the terrible voice of the wrath of God. To feel! 
their hand than his. They know if you fall into the Itands of 
the living God ; you will be hanGled in another manner. - 

And for the manner, in w hich they rebuke and chaſten, it 

5 wil grief intheir hearts, and tears 1a their eyes. Alas, 
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It's no delight to them to croſs, vex, or aflit you. Were it 

not meer conſcience of their duty ro God, and tender love to 
your ſouls, they would neither chide, nor ſmite. And when 

they do, how do they affli& themſelves, in afliting you ! 
When their faces are full of anger, their bowels are full of 

- compaſſion for you, and you have no more reaſcn to blzme 
them for what they do, than if they cry our, and violently 
ſnarch at you, when they ſee you ready to fail from the top 

of a Rock. 

_ Fifthly, Faithfulneſs to all their intereſts is due to them by 

the natural and poſitive Law of God. What in you lies, you 

are bound to promote, not waſte and ſcatter rheir ſubitance, 

To aſt, not to defraud them. Whoſo robbeth his Father, or 
Mother, and faith, it is no tranſgrefſion, the ſame is a comp3- 
nion of a defiroyer, Prov. 28. 24- This, ſaith one, as far ex- 

cels your wronging another as parricide is a greater crime than 
man-ſlaughter, or as Reaber's inceſt, was beyond common for- 
nication, God never meant you ſhould grow up about your 
Parents as Suckers about a Tree to impoverith the roor. But ;;1 4 4 -. 
for a Child out of a covetouſneſs afrer what his Parents have, dicn: parrics 
ſecretly to wiſh their death, is a fin ſo monſtrous, 3s thould i29quicr:t in 
not be once named, much leſs found, among perlons profeſ = 
fing Chriſtianity. To deſire their death from whom you hd 

your life, is unnatural wickedneſs, to diſpoſe of their Goods, 
much more of your ſelves without their confent is (ordinzrily ) 

the greateſt injuſtice ro them. Children are obliged co de- 
fend che Eſtates and Perſons of their Parents with the hazard 

of their own. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man, 

{o are Children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his 
quiver full of them. They ſhall not be aſhamed; bur they 

iball ſpeak with the enemy in the gates, P/al. 127. 5. 

Sixthly. And more eſpecially, requital of all that love. care, 
and pains they have been at for you, is your duty fo far as 
God enables you, and thoſe things are requitable, 1 7im. 5. 4: 
Let them learn to ſhew piety at home, and to requite their Parents, 
The word is dv77>zeydr, and fhgnifes to play the Stork, to 
imitate that creature of whom it's ſaid, that the younz do ten- 
deriy feed the old ones, when they are no longer able io fly 
abroad and provide for themſelves. Hence thoſe that want 
bowels of natural affeRion to their Relations, are ſaid ro be 
d'z221, Rom. 1. 320» Worle than Storks O 'tis a ſhame thar 
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Birds and Beafts ſhould ſhewv more tenderneſs to their Dams, 
than Children to their Parents. 

Ir's a ſaying frequent among the Jews, a Child ſhould ra- 
tazer labour at the Mill than ſuffer his Pargnts to want. And 
to the ſame ſence is that other ſaying, your Parents muſt be 
{upplied by you, if you have it, if not, you ought'to beg for 
them, rather than ſee them periſh. Ir was both the comfort 
and honour of 7:/epb, thar God made him an inſtrument of fo 
much {uccour and comfort to. his aged Father, and diſtreſſed 
family, Ger. 47.13. And you are alfo to xaow, that what you 
do for them, is not in the way of an alms, or common Cha- 
rity. . For the Apoſtle faith; it is but your requiting them, 
and thar's-Juſtice, not Charity. And it can never be a full re- 
quital. Indeed the Apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. 12. 14+ That Pa- 
rents lay up for their Children, and not Children for the Pa- 
rents, and ſo they ought, but ſure, if providence blaſt them, 
and bleſs you, an honourable maintenance is their due. Even 
Chriſt himſeif rook care for his Mother. 

Secondly, You have had a brief account of the duties of this 
Relation, next let us conſider how Chriſt's Example, who was 
fo ſubje& to them in his life, Lak. 2.51. and ſo careful topro- 
vide at his death, enforces all thoſe duties upon .Children, ef- 
pecially upon gracious Children. And this it doth two ways, 
both as ir hath the obliging power of a Law; and as he himſelf 
will one day ſit in Judgment to take an account how we have 
imitated him in theſe things. 

Firſt, Chriſt's example in this hath the force and power of 
a Law, yea, a Law of Love, or a Law lovingly conſtraining 
you tOan imitation of him. If Chriſt himſelf will be your 
pattern, If God will be pleaſed to take Relations like yours, 
2nd go before you in the diſcharge of relative Duties; Oh how 
much are you obliged to unitare him, and tread in all his 
footſteps ! This was by him intended as a*preſident or pattern 
tO facilitate and direc your Duties. | 

Secondly, He will come to take an account how you have an- 
{wered the pattern of obedience, and tender care he ſet before 
you in the days of his fleſh. What will the diſobedient plead 
in that day ? He that heard the groans of an afflicted Father 
or Mother, vill now come to reckon with the diſobedienc 
Child for them. And the glorious example of Chriſt's own 
obedience and tenverneſs for his Relations, will in thar day 
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condema and aggravate. fiience and (haime ſuch wretched 
Children, as ſhail ſtand guilty before his Bar. - | 
Inference 1. 

Hach Jeſus Chriſt given fach a famous pattern of obedience 
and tenderneſs to Parents, Then there can be nothing of Chri? 
in ſtubborn, rebellious, and careleſs Children ; that .regard nt the 
gsod or comfort of their Parents, The Children of diſobedience, 
cannot be the Children of God. If providence dire& this to 


the hand of any that are ſo, my hearts deſire and Prayer for 


them is, that the Lord would ſearch their ſouls by it, and 
diſcover their evils to them ; whilſt they ſhall read the fol- 
lowing Queries. 

Firſt Qqery, Have you not been guilty of flighting your 
Parents, by irreverent words or carriages ; the old man, or 
woman. To ſuch I commend the con(ideration of that Scrip- 
ture, Prov. 30. 17, Which mechinks ſhould be to chem as the 
hand writing that appear'd upon the plaiſter of the Wall, to 
Belteſha%ar. The eye that mocketh at his Father, and deſpiſeth to 
obey his Mother : The Ravens of the Valley ſhall pick it out, and 
the young Eagles ſhall eat it. That is, they ſhall be brought to 
20 untimely end, and the Birds of the air ſhall eat that eye, 
that had never ſeen but for that Parent that was deſpiſed by ir. 

It may be you are vigorous and young, they decayed, and 
wrinkled with Age. Burt faith the Holy Ghoſt, de/pi/e nor thy. 
Mother when ſhe is old, Prov. 23. 22. Or when ſhe is wrinkled, 
as the Hebrew ſignifies. It may be you are rich, they poor ; 
own and honour them in their poverty, and deſpiſe them not. 
God will requite it with his hand if you do. 

Second Query, Haveyou not been diſobegient to the com- 
mands of Parents? A Son of Betial is a Son of wrath, af God 
give not Repentance to life: Is not this the black brand fer 
upon the Heathens, Row. I. 30. Have not many repented this 
upon a Ladder, with an halter about their necks> Wo to kim 
that makes 2a Father or Mother, complain as the Tree in the 
Fable, that they are cloven aſ{under with che wedges that are 
cut out of their own bodies. 

Third Qoery, Have you not riſen up rebeiliou!ly againſi,at 
hated your Parents for chaſtening your bodies, to fave your 
Souls from Hell > Some Children {faith one) will not rake thar 
ſrom a Parent,which Beaſts, yea, and ſalvage Beaiis toozBearr, 
and Lions will rake from their keepers. Vihar is 11.15 but » 
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refit gn Ordinance of God for your good ? And inrebelling 
againſt them to rebell againſt the Lord ? Well, if they do nor, 
God will rake the Rod into his own hand 3 and him you thall 
nct reſi. |; 

Fourth Query ; Have you not been unjuſt to your Parents, 
and defrauded them ? Firſt help ro make chem poor, and then 
deſpiſe rhem becauſe they are poor. O horrid wickedneſs ! 
What a complicated evil is this ! Thou art in the Language of 
Scripture a companion With deſtroyers, Prov. 28. 24. This is 
the worſt of chef in God's account. You think you may make 
bold with them, but how bold do you make with conſcience, 
and the command of God ? | 

Fifth Query Are you not, or have you not been ungrateful 
to Parents ? Leaving them to ſhife for themſelves in thoſe 
ſtraights that you have helpt to bring them into. O conſider 
it, Children, this is an evil which God will ſurely avenge, 
Exqcept ye repent. What to be hardned againſt thine own fleſh! 
Tobe cruel to thine own Parents, that with ſo much tender- 
neſs fed thee, when elſe thou hadſt periſhed ! I remember L«- 
ther gives us a ſtory of one (and oh that it might be a warning 
to all that hear it) whohaving made over all he had to his Son, 
reſerving only a maintenance for himſelf ; at laſt his Son deſpi- 
fed him, and grudged him the very meat he eat, and one day 
the Father coming in when the Son and his Wife were at din- 
ner upon 2 Gooſe, they ſhuffled the meat under the Table ; 
but fee the remarkable vengeance of God, upon this ungra- 
Cious, unnatural Son; the Goole was turned into a monſtrous 
Toad which ſeiz'd upon this vile wretch and kill'd him. It 
any of you be guilty of theſe evils, eB humble you for them, 
and reciain your from them, I deſire theſe ſix Conftiderations 
may be laid to hearr. 

Firſt, That the effets of your obedience, or diſobedience 
v1: flick upon you and yours to many generations. If you be 
onedient Children in the Lord, both you and yours, may 
reap the fruits of that your obedience in multitudes of ſweet 
mercies for mary generations. So runs the Promiſe, Eph. 
6.23. Howour thy Father and Mother, which ts the firſt command- 
r:cr:t with promiſe, that it may be well with thee, and thou maiſt 
tive long on the earth, You know what an eye of favour God 
caft upon the Recabites for this, Jer. 35.8. ſrom the 14. to the 
22. verſe: and as his blefiings are by promile entailed on the 
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obedient, ſo his curſe upon the difobedient, Prov. 20. 20. 
Whoſo curſeth his Father or his Mother ; bis Lamp ſhall be pus 
out in obſcure darkneſs ; (4. e,; the Lamp of his life quenchr by 
deatin. yea, fay others, and his foul alſo by the blackneſs of 
darknets in Hell | 

Secondly, Though other fins do, this fin ſeldom eſcapes ex- 
emplary punithmenr, even in this world. Our Englith Hiſtory 
tells us of a Yeoman of Leiceſterſhire, who had made over a{l 
he had to his Son, to prefer him in marriage, reſerving only a 
bare maintenance at his Sons Table. Afterward upon ſome 
diſcontent, the Son bid his Father get out of his houſe. The 
next day Mr. Goodman the Miniſter of the Parith, meeting 


the young man, walking about his Ground, asked him how 


he did, he anſwered, very well; but before che Miniſter was 
gone far from him,his bowels fell out, which he carried in his 
hands, got to his houſe, ſent for Mr. Goodman, bitterly bewailed 
his fin again his Father, and ſodied. And Dr. Tajlor in his 
great Exeinplar tells us of another, that upon diſcontent with 
his Father, witht the Houſe might be on fire, if ever he came 
any more into his Fathers Houſe. Afterwards coming in, it was 
fired indeed, and this wicked Son only conſumed. I could 
multiply inſtances of this nature (for indeed the righteous 
Judgment of God hath multiplied them.) Bur this only for a 
caſte. | 
Thirdly, Heathens will riſe up ia Judgment againſt you, and 
condemn you. They never had ſuch precepts, nor prelidenrs 
as yon, and yet ſome of the better natured Heathens wonld 
have rather choſen death, than to do as you do. _Youre- 
member the ſtory of Crz/#4 his dumb Son, whoſe dear af- 
fe&tions could make him ſpeak when he ſaw Crz/w in danger; 
though he never {pake before, yer then he could cry out, O 4» 
not kill my Father ! But what ſpeak I of Heathens, the Stork 
in the Heavens, yea, the Beaſts of the earth will condemn the 
diſobedience of Children, 

Fourthly, Theſe are fins inconſiſtent with the true fear of 
God, in whomſoever they are found. That a man is indeed, 
which he is in his famity, and among his Relations. He 
that is a5 2 bad Child, can never be a good Chriſtian. Either 
bring teſtimonials of your godlinſs from your Relations, or ic 


may be well ſuſpected to beno berter than counterfeir, Never: 


talk of your obedience ro God, whillt your difotecierce ro 
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Fifthly, A parting time is coming, when death will break 
up the Family, and when that time comes 5 Oh hoiv bitter 
will the-remembrance of theſe things be-! When you ſhall 
fee a Father or a Mother lying by the Wall, what a cut will 
it be toremember your miſcarriages and evils. They are gone 
ont of your reach, you cannot now if you would give them 
2ny fatisfaction for what you have done againſt them z but oh 
how bitter will che remembrance of theſe things be, at ſuch 
4 time! Surely this will be more infupportable to you than 
their death, if the Lord open your eyes and give you repen- 
tance, and if not, then, 

Sixthly, What a terrible thing will it be to have a Father or 
Mother come in as witneſles againſt you at Chriſts Bar 2 As 
well as they loved you, and as dear as you were to them in this 
world; they muſt give evidence againſt you then. Now what 
a fearful thing is it for you but to imagine your Parents to 
come before the Lord, and ſay, Lord Ihave given this Child 
many hundred reproofs for fin ; I have counſelled, perſwaded, 
and ufed all means to reclaim him, but in vain ; he was a 
Child of diſobedience, nothing could work upon him ! What 
think you of this ? : 

Isference 2, 

Have you fuch a pattern of obedience and tender love to 
Parents, then Children imitate your pattern, as it becomes Chriſtians; 
and take Chriſt for your example. Whatſoever your Parents 
be, fee that you carry it towards them becoming ſuch as pro- 
feſs Chrilt. 

Firf, if your Parents be godly, O beware of grieying them 
by any unbecoming carrizge. Art thou a Chriſtian indeed, 
thou wilt then reckon thy ſelf obliged in a double bond, both 
of grace and nature to them. O what a mercy would ſome 
Children efteem ir, if they had Parents that feared the Lord, 
as you have ! 

Secondly, If they be carnal, walk circum(pectiy, in the 
molt precife and punctual diſcharge of your Duties : for how 


 knoweſt thou, O Child, but hereby thou maiſt win thy Pa- 


rents? Wouldſt thou but humbly and feriouſly intrear, and 
perſwace them to mind the waies of holineſs ; ſpeaking to 
them at fit ſeaſons, with all imaginable humility and reverence: 
iinvatiug your device to duties,or trouble for their evils rather 
by relating ſome pertinent Hiſtory, or propoſing ſome exce!- 
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lent example; leaving their own Conſciences to draw the 
concluiion, and make application, than to do it your ſelves: 
it's polltvle they may ponder your words in their hearts, as 
Mary did Chriſts, Lake 2, 49, 51. And would you bur back 
all this with your earneſt cries to Heaven for them, and your 
o#n daily examplez that they may have nothing from your 
ſe}ves to retort upon you ; and thus wait with patience for 
the defired effect: O what bleſſed inftruments might you be 
of their everlaſting good ! 
Inference 3. | 

To conclade, let thoſe that have ſuch children as fear the Lord, infer. 3 
and endeavour to imitate Chriſt in thoſe duties, account them a ſingu- 
lar treaſure, and heritage from the Lord : and give them all dre 
incouragement to their duties, 

How many have no Children at all, but are as a dry tree ! 
And how many have ſuch as are worſe than none ? The 'very 
reproaches, and break-hearts of their Parents ; that bring down 
their hoary heads with ſorrow to the grave. 

If God have given you the bleſſing of godly Children, you 
can never be ſufficiently fenſible of, or thankful for ſuch a 
favour- O that ever God ihould honour you to bring forth 
Children for Heaven ! Whar a comfort mutt this be co you, 
what ever other troubles you meer with abroadz when you 
come home among godly relations, thatare careful toſweeren 
your own family to ycu by their obedience ? Eſpecially what 
a comfort is it when you come to die, that you leave them 
within the Covenant ! E ntitled co Chriſt, and ſo need not be 
anxious bow it ſhall be wich chem when you are gone. Take 
heed of diſcouraging, or camping ſuch Children from whom 

"ſo much glory is like to riſe to God, and ſo much comfort ro 
your ſelves. Thus let Chriſts pattern be improved, who went 
before you in ſuch eminent holineſs in all his relations, and 
left you anexample that you ſhould follow in his ſteps. 
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LuK. XXII 43. 


And Teſus ſaid wo him, Verily T ſay unto thee, to dy 
ſhalt thou be with me Paradiſe. 


' upon the Croſs, expreſſing the riches of free grace to the 
- penitent Thief. A man that had ſpent his life in wick- 
ednelſs, and for his wickedneſs was now ro loſe his life. 
His praRice had been vile, and-profane 3 but now his heart 
was broken for it ; he proves a Convert, yea, the firſt fruits 
of the blood of the Croſs. In the former verſe he manifeſts 
his faith, Lord, remember me when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. 
In this Chriſt manifeſts his pardon and gracious acceptance of 
him 3 Yerily I ſay unto tbee, to day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 
diſe. In which promiſe are confiderable, the Matter of it, the 
Perſon to whom it is made, the Time ſet for its performance, 
2nd the Confirmation of it for his full Gatisfaction. 

Firt, The Matter or Subſtance of the Promiſe made by 
Chriſt, viz, That he ſua be with him in Paradiſe. By Paradiſe 
he means Heaven itſelf, which is here ſhadowed to us by a 
place of delight and pleaſure. This is the receptacle of gra- 
cious ſouls when ſeparated from their bodies: And. that Pa- 
radiſe ſignifies Heaven it (elf, and not a third place, as ſome 
of the Fathers fondly imagine, is evident from, 2 Cor. 12. 
2,4. where the Apoſtle calls the ſame place by the names of 
the third Heaven,and the Paradiſe. This is the place of bleſſed- 
neſs, deſigned for the People of God : fo you find Rev. 2. 7. 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which 5s 
in the mid of the Paradiſe of G od: (4. e.) to have the fulleſt 
and moſt intimace communion with Jeſus Chriſt in - Heaven. 
And this is the ſubſtance of Chriſt's promiſe to the Thief. 
Thou (z.e.) chou in fpirit, cr thou in thy nobleſ mn, thy 
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foul 3 which here bears the name of the whole perſon ; Thou 
ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe, . 

Secondly, The Perſon to whom Chriſt makes this excellent 
and glorious promiſe. It was to one that had lived lewe!y, 
and profanely 3 a very vile and wretched man in all the former 
part of his time, and for his wickedneſs now juſtly under con- 
demnation. Ye, to one that had reviled Chriſt, after char 
ſentence was executed on him. However, now at laſt the 
Lord gave him a penitent believing heart. :Novw, almoſt a: 
laſt gaſp, heis ſoundly in an extraordinary way converted, and 
being converted, he owns and profeſles Chriſt amidſt all the 
ſhame and reproach of his death. Vindicates his innocency, 
and humbly ſupplicates for mercy ; Lord, remember me when 
thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. 

Thirdly, The et time for the performance of this gracious 
promiſe to him- To day : this very day ſhait thou be with me in 
glory. Not after the re{urreCtion,but immediatly from the time 
of thy diſſolution thou ſhalt enjoy bleſſednels. And here I can- 
not but detect the cheat of thoſe that deny an immediate ſtate 
of glory to believers after death. Who (to the end this Scrip- 
ture might not ſtand in full oppofition to their as uncomforta- 
ble,as unſound opinion(looſe the whole frame of it,by drawing 
' one pin ; yea, by tranſpoſing but a Comma, purring ic at the 
word day, which ſhould be ar the word :hee, and fo re:ding it 
thus, Yerily I ſay unto thee to day,referring the word 4zy to the 
tirne that Chriſt made the promiſe, and not to the time of irs 
performance. * Bur if ſuch a liberty as this be yielded, what 
may not men make the Sriptures ſpeak 2 There can be no 


doubr, but Chriſt in this expreſſion, fixes the time for his - 


happineſs : To day ſhalt thou be with me. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, You have here the Confirmation and 
Seal of this moſt comfortable Promiſe to him, with Chriſts 
folemn aſſeveration : Yerily 1 /ay unro thee. Higher ſecurity can- 
not be given. 1 thacam ableto perform what I promiſe, 2nd 
have not out-promiſed my ſelf ;tor heaven and che glory there- 
of are mine. [ that am faithful and'rtrue tro my promiſes, and 
never crackt or ftrained my credit with any; I ſay it, I folemn- 
iy confirm it 3 ver#!y 1 ſay unto thee, to day ſhalt thou be with me 
mm Paradiſe. Hence we have three plain obvious rruths, for 
our inſtruction and conſolation. 
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DoR. 1. Th there is 4 future eternal ſtate, into which ſou's 
paſs at death, | | 


DoR. 2. That all Believers are at their death immediately recci- 
vedinto a ſtateof glory, and eternal happineſs, | 


DoR. 3. That God may, thouzh he ſeldom doth, prepare men far 
this glory, immediately before their diſſolution by death, 


Theſe are the uſeful truths reſulting from this remarkable 
word of Chriſt, ro the penitent Thief. We will conlider 
and improve them in rhe.order propoſed, 

DoF. I. . 
Doc. i. That there i a future eternal ftate, into which ſ:uls 
paſs at death. 


This is a principal foundation-ſtone to the hopes, and hap- 
pinels of ſouls. And ſeeing our hopes muſt needs be as their 
foundation, and ground work is ; I thall briefly eſtabliſh this 
ruth by theſe five Arguments. The Being of a God evinces 
it; the Scriptures of truth plainly reveal its the Conſciences 
of all Men have reſentments of it ; the incarnation, and death 
of Chriſt is bur a vanity without it 5 And the immortality of 
humane ſoa!s plainly diſcovers ir. 

Arg. 1. The being of a God undeniably evinces a future tate for 
humane ſouls after this life. For if there be a God who rules 
the world which he hath made, he muſt rule it by rewards, 
2nd puniſhments, equally, and righteouſly diſtributed to good, 
and bad, Putting a difference betwixt the obedient and dil- 
obedient. The righteous and the wicked. To make a ſpecies 
of creatures capable of moral government, and not to rule 
them at all; is to make them in vain, and inconſiſtent with 
his glory who is the laſt end of all chings. Torule them, bur 
not ſuitably ro their natures 3 conſiſts not with that infinite 
wiſdom from which their beings proceeded, and by which 
their workings are ruled and ordered. To rulethem ina vay 
{uitable ro their natures, viz. by rewards and puniſhments,and 
not to perform, or execute them art all, is utterly incongruous 
with the veracity and truth of him that cannot lie. This 
were to impoſe the greateſt cheat in the world upon men ; 
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and can never proceed from the holy and true God. Sothen, 
as he hath made a rational ſort of creatures, capable of moral 
government by rewards and punithmeats ; fo he rules them 


ia that way which is ſuitable to their natures, promiſing i: ſhall 


be well with the righteous, and ill with the wicked Theſe promi- 
{es and threatnings can be no cheat, meerly intended to ſcare 
and fright, where there is no danger 3 or encourage, where 
there is no rea] benefit: but what he promiſes, or threatens, 


mult be accomplithed, and every word of God take place, and. 
be fulfilled, But it's evident thar no ſuch diſtinRion is made. 


by the providence of God, (at leaſt ordinarily, and generally ) 
in this life: but al things come alike 10 all: and as with the righ- 
tcous ſo with the wicked. Yea, here it goes 11] with them that 
fe: God, they are oppreſſed. + They receive their evil things, 
and wicked men their good. Therefore we conclude, the 
righteous Judge of the whole earth, will in another world, 
recompence toevery one according as his work ſhall be. 

Arg. 2, Secondly, And as the very being of Godevinces it, 
ſo the Scriptures of truth plainly reveal it, Theſe Scriptures are 
the Pandett, or Syſtem of the Laws, for the government of 
men 3 which the wile and holy Ruler. of the world, hath ena&t- 


ed and ordained for that purpoſe. And in them we find pro-- 


miſes made to the Righteous, ofa fall reward for all their obe- 
dience, patience and ſufferings in the next life, or coming 
world. And thteatnings made againſt the wicked; . of 
eternal wratly and anguilh, as the Juſt recompence of their ſin, 


in Hell for ever. Rom. 2.5, 6, 7,8, 9, 10, Thou. treaſureft up 


19 thy ſelf mr ith, again{? the aay of wrath, ana revelation of the 
righteous Judgment of God, Who ſha® reuder to every man accod- 
ing to his deeds. Tothem whoby patient continuance ' in well doing, 
feek for glory, and honour, and immortality eternal! life ; but unto 
them that are cententious, and obey not the truth, but obey nnrigh= 
teouſneſs; indi:nation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every 
ſoul of man that doth evil, 8c. So 2 Thel. 1. 45,6, 7. So that we 
our ſelves glory in you, in the Churches of God, for your patience, 
and faith in all your perſecutions and trivulations, that ye enaare. 
Which is [a manifeſt token of th: righteous Judgment of God, 


That 3e maybe counted worthy of the Kingdom of God, for which ye © 


alſo ſuffer. Seeing it 45, a righteous thing with God 10 recomperce 
tribulaticn to them that trouble you, .and to you who are trouvled 


re: with us, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
122 
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in flaming fre, &c- To theſe-plain teſtimonies, multitndes more 
might be added. if it were needfu]. -' Heaven and Earth ſhall 
paſs. away, but theſe words ſhall never paſs away. 

Arg. 3. Thirdly, As the Scriptures reveal it, fo the Conſcien- 
ces of all men, have {ome reſentments of it. Where is the man 
whoſe Conſcience never felt any impreſſions of hope, or fear 
from 2 fature world? If it'be ſ2id rheſe may be but the effects 
and *force of difcotirſe, or edutation's we have read fuch 
things -irt the Scriptures, or have heard it by Preachers; and 
{o raife up to our ſelves hopes, and fears about it. I demand, 
how the Conſciences of the Heathens, who have neither Scrip- 
tures nor Preachers, came to be impreſt with-theſe things. 
Poth not the Apoſtle tell us, Rom. 2. 15. That their Conſcien- 
ces in the mean while work upon theſe things ? Their thoughts with 
reference -to a future ſtate accnſe, or elſe excuſe, (3, e) their 
hearts are cheared and encouraged by rhe good they do, and 
terrified with fears about the evils they commit. Whereas if 
there were no ſuch things, Cenſctence would neither accuſe, 
or excuſe for good, 'or evil done in this world. 

Arg. 4. Fourthly, The incarnation and death of Chriſt, is but 
a vatity without it. What did he propoſe to himſelf, or what 
benefit have we by his coming ; if there be-no ſuch future 
ſtate > Did he take our nature, and ſuffer ſuch terrible things 
in it for nothing > If you'ſay Chriſtians have much comfort 
from itin this Life. I anſwer. the comforrs they have are 
raifed by faith and expecation of the happineſs to be enjoyed 
as the purchaſe of his blood in'Heaven: And if there be no 
ſach heaven ro which they are appointed. No Hell from 
which they are redeemed, they do but comfort themſelves 
with 2 Fable, and blefs chemſelves in a rhing of nought: Their 
comfort is no greater tnan the comfort' of a Beggar, that 
dreams he is a King, and when he: awakes, finds himſelf a 
Beegpar fill; Sure!; rhe ends of Chriſt's death were to deliver 
us from the wrath to come, 1 Thef. r.' 10. Not from an ima- 
ginary, but a real Heli, to bring us ro God, 1 Per. 3. 18. To 
be ie Author of eternal Salvation to them that obey'him, 
Feb. 5. 9. | os ag x ns F 

Arg. 5. Fifthly, and laſtly, The immortality of hilmane ſouls 
prts it beyond all a-uvr. © The ſoul of a man, vaſtly differs from 
chatof a Beaſt 5 which'is but a material form; and ſo wholly 
depending cn, muſt needs periſh with-the matter. Bur it is 
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not ſo with us. Ours are reaſonable ſpirits, that can live and 
a& in a ſeparated ſtate from the body, Zccleſ. 3. 21, Who know- 
eth the ſpirit of max that goeth upward, and the ſpirit of a Beaſt 
that goeth downward to the earth, So that look as if a man dit- 
pute whether man be rational, that his vety diſputing ir,proves 
him to be fo ; ſo our diſputes, hopes, fears, and-apprehenſtons 
of eternity, prove our ſouls immortal, and capable of thar 


ſtate. | 
Inference I, 
Is there an Eternal State into which ſouls paſs after this Life. fer. 1. 
How precious then is preſent. time, upon the improvement whereof 
that State depeſds! O what a huge weight hath God hanged 4» hoc mo- 
upon a ſmall wyer ! God hath ſet us here in a State of Trial, poignant 
according as we improve theſe few hours, ſo will it fire with ©: 
us to all Eternity. Every day, every hour, nay every mbment * 
of your preſent time hath an influence-into your Eternity. Do 
ye believe this? What, and yet ſquander away precious time 
ſo careleſly, ſo vainly? How do theſe-things confift > When 
Seneca heard one promiſe to-ſpend a week with a friend that 
invited him, to recreate himſelf with him; He told him, he 
admired he ſhould make fuch a-raſh promiſe; what (ſaid he) 
caſt away ſo conſiderable a part of your Life > How can you 
do it'! Surely our prodigality in the expence of time, argues we 
have bur little ſence of great Eternity. - 
Inference 2, | 
How rational are all the difficulties and ſeverities of Religion, Infer. 2;. 
mhich ſerve to promote and ſecure a future Eternal Happineſs * So 
vaſt is the diſproportion betwixt Time and Eternity ; things 
ſeen, and not ſeen as yet, the preſent vaniſhing, and future 
permanent ſtate, that he can never be juſtly repyted a wiſe man, 
that will not let go the beſt enjoyment he hath on earth, if ic 
Rand in the way of his eternal happinels. -Nor can that man 
ever eſcape the juſt cenſure'of notorious folly; whe for the 
gratifying of his appetite, and preſent accommodation of his 
fleſh; lets go an eternal glory in heaven. Darizs repented 
heartily that he loft a Kingdom for a dr4aght of water. O, 
ſaid he, for how' ſport a pleaſure-bave'l' fold b Riigdom'! It was. 
Moſes choice, and his choice arguediHis wiſdom; ' he choſe ra- 
ther to [uffer affifFions with the prople of God, thawro erijoy the 
pleaſures of fn, which ave bit ford [eafor, Heb. 11. 25: Meh-do 
not. account him a foo}, that will adventure'a Penny, -npor- 2 
probability; 
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probability to gain-ten thouſand pounds. Burt (ure the diſpro- 
portion betwixt Time, and Eternity is much greater. 
Inference 5. 
If there certainly be ſuch an Eternal State, into which ſouls 


paſs immediately after Death ; How great a change then doth 
Death make upon every man and nomzn! O what a ferious thing 


is it to die! It's your paſlige out of the (wift river of Time, 
into the boundleſs and bottomleſs Ocean of Eternity. You 
that now converſe with ſenſible objes, with men and women 
like your {elves, eniter then into the world of Spirics, You 


"that now- ſee the continual revolutions: of days and nights, 


paſſing away one after another, will then be fixed in a perpe- 
tual-NOW, O what a ſerious thing is>Death ! You throw a 


.caſt for Eternicy, when you die. If. you were to calt a Dye 
for-your natural life, oh how would your band ſhake with 
fear, how it would fall ? bur what is chat to this ? 


The ſouls of men are as it were aſlzep now in their bodies ; 


.at Death they awake, and: find themſelves in the world of 
realities. Let this teach you bath how-to carry your (elves 


towards dying perſons when;you viſit them and co make eve- 
ry day ſome provifion for that hour your felves. - Be ferious, 
be-plain, be faichful with others-that are ſtepping into Eternity : 
be {o with your own {ouls every day. O remember what a 
long word, what an amazing thing Eternity is. Eſpecially 
confidering, SN, © 


Dog. 2. That all believers are at their death, immediately receru- 
ed into a State of glory and eternal happineſs, 


Thus day ſhalt thou be with me. - 
This the Atheiſt denies, . he thinks he ſhall die, and there- 
fore reſolves to live as the Beaſts that periſh., Ber y«s and ſome 
others after him; taught, that there was indeed a future fiace 
of happineſs and miſery for ſouls, but that they paſs not into 
it immediately upon death and ſeparation from the body, but 
{hall ſleep till che Reſurrection, and then awake and enter in- 


to it. _ But is not that ſoul aſleep, or worſe, that dreams of a 


ſleeping, ſoul till the Reſarrection. Are fouls ſo wounded and 
prejudiced. by their ſeparation from the body, that they can- 
not ſubliſt or a ſeparate from it? Or have they found any ſuch 
conceit in the Scriptures? Not at all. The Scriptures take 
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notice of no ſuch interval 3 but plainly enovgh denies it, 2 Cor, 
5, 8. We are confident, I Jay, and willing rather to be abſent from 
the body, and preſent with the Lord. Mark ic, no ſooner parted 
from the body, but prefent with the Lord. So Phil. x. 23. 1 
aeſire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better, If 
his ſoul was to ſleep till the Reſurrection, how was it far ber- 
ter to be diſſolved, than tolive ? Sure 24#s ſtate in the body 
had been far better, chan his ſtate after death, if this were ſo; 
for here he enjoyed much ſweet communion with God by 
Faith, bur'then he {hould enjoy nothing. | 

To-confirm this dream, they urge 706.14. 3. If 7 go away, 
I will come again and receive you tomy ſelf, As if the time of 

rift's receiving his people to himſelf ſhould not come, un- 
til his ſecond coming at the end of the world. But though he 
will then collect all believers into one body, and preſent them 
folemnly to his Father: yet that hinders not, but he may, as 
indeed he doth receive every particular believing ſoul to him- 
ſeif at death, by che Miniſtry of Anyels. And if not, how is it 
that when Chriſt comes to judgement, he is attended with ten 
thouſands of his Saints, that ſhall follow him when he comes 
from heaven ? Jade 14. [you ſee then the Scriptures put no in- 
cterval betwixt the diflolution of a Sainr, and his glorification. 
It ſpeaks of the Saints that are dead, as already with the Lord. 
And the wicked that are dead, zs already in Hell, calling them 
Spirits in Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19, 20. aſſuring us that Judas went 
preſently to his ow? place, As 1.25. and to that ſence is the 
Parable of Dives and Lazarus, Luk, 16, 22. - 

But let us weigh theſe four things more particularly, for 
our fal! ſatisfaction in this point. 

Arg. 1. Firſt, Why [hould the happineſs of believers be de- 
ferred. ſince they are immediately capable of enjoying it, as 
ſoon as feparated from the body ? Alas, the ſoul is fo far from 
being aflifted by the body, (as it is now) for the emfoyment 
of God; that it's either clog'd and hindred by it; fo ſpeaks 
the Apoſtle. 2 Cor. 5. 6, 8. Whilſt we are at home in the body, we 
are abſent from the Lord, (i. e.) our bodies prejudice our ſouls, 
obſiruc and hinder the fulneſs and freedom of their commu- 
nion. When we part from the body, we go home to the 
Lord. Then the ſoul is elc2ped as a Bird out of the Cage 
or Snate. Here Iam prevented by an excellent Pen, which 


hath judiciouſly opened this point. To whoſeexcellgnt obſler- 
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Av. Shaw in yations I only add this, that if the intanglements, ſnares, and 
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prejudices of the ſoul are fo great and many in its embodied 
e2are, that it cannot ſo freely dihate it ſelf and take in the 
comforts of God, by communion with him, then ſurely the 
laying alide of that clog, or the freeing of the ſoul from that 
burden, can be no barr to its greater happineſs, which it en- 
joys in its ſeparated ſtate. ; 

Arg. 2. Secondly, Why ſhould the happineſs and glory of 
the ſoul be deferred, unleſs God had ſome farther preparative 
work to do upon it; before it be fit to be admitted into glo- 
ry ? Bur furely there is no ſuch work wrought upon ic after 
its ſeparation by death. All that is done of that kind, is done 
here, When the compoſitam is diſſolved, all means, durigs, 
and ordinances are ceaſed. The working day is then ended, 
and night come, when no man can work, Fob. 9. 3. To that 
purpoſe are thoſe words of Solomon, Ecclel. 9g. 10. What/oever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might; for there « n0 
wiſdom, nor knowledge, nor deviſe in the Grave whither thou goeſt. 
So that our glorification is not deferred, in order to our fuller 
preparation for glory. If we are not fit when we die, we 
can never be fit. All is done upon us that ever was intended 
to be done. For they are called, Heb. 12. 23. The Spirits of 
the Jaſt made perfect. 

Arg. 3. Thirdly, Again, why ſhould our Salvation flamber, 
when the damnation of the wicked doth nor ſlumber > God 
defers not their miſery, and ſurely he will not defer our glory. 
If he be quick with his enemies, he will not be flow and dila- 
tory with his friends. Ir cannot be imagined bur he is as much 
inclined to acts of favour to his Children, as to acts of Juſtice 
to his enemies ; theſe are preſently damned, 4.7. As 1.25. 
1 Pet, 3.19, 20, and what reaſon why believers, all believers 
3s well as this in the Text, ſhould not be that very day in 
which they die, with Chriſt in Glory ? 

Arg. 4. Fourthly, And laſtly, how do ſuch delays conſiſt 
with Chriſt's ardent defires to have his people with him where 
he is? And with the vehement longings of their ſouls to be 
with Chriſt ? You may fee thoſe reflected flames of Love and 
deſire of matual enjoyment betwixt the Bridegroom and his 
Spouſe in Rev. 22. 17, 20, Delays make their hearts fick. 
The ExpeQtation and Faith in which the Saints die, is to be (4- 
tified then; and ſurely God will not deceive. chem. I deny 
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not but their glory will be more compleat when the body, 
their abſent friend is reunited, and made to ſhare with thera 
in their happineſs. Yet that hinders not, but mean while the 
ſoul may enjoy its glory, whilſt the body takes its reft, and 
ſleeps in the Duſt. 

Inference 1. 

Are believers immediately with God after their diffolution, j,-,, . 
then how ſurprizingly glorious will Heaven be to believers ! Nor that 7 OO 
they are in it before they think of ir, or are fitted for ir, no 
they have ſpent magy thoughts upon it before, and been long 
preparing for it ; but the ſuddennefand grearneff of the change 
1s amazing to our thoughts. For a foul to benow here in 

_ the body, converſing with men; living among ſen{ible objects, 

E and within a few moments to be with the Lord. This hour 
on earth, the next in the chird heavens. Now viewing this 
world, and anon ſtanding among an innumerable company of 
Angels, and the Spirits of the Juſt made perfet. O what a 
change is this ! What ! but wink and ſee God ! Commend 
thy ſoul to Chriſt, and be transferred in the arms of Angels 
into the invitble world, the world of Spirits! to live as the 
Angels of God! To live without eating, drinking, ſleeping. 
To be lifted up from a bed of ſickneſs ro a Throne of 
Glory ! To leave a finful croubleſom world, a fick and pained 
body, and be in a moment perfectly cured, and feel thy ſelf 
perfealy well, and free from all troubles and diſtempers ! 
You cannot think what this will be. Who can tell-what 
ſights, what apprehenſions, what thoughts, what frames be- 
lieving ſouls have before the bodies they left, are removed 
from the eyes of their dear ſurviving friends. 

Inference 2, 
Are believers immediately with God afrer their diſſolution ? © 1yfer. 2. 

| Where then ſhall unbelievers be, and in what ſtate will they find 
themſelves immediately after death hath cloſed their eyes ! Ah, what 
will the caſe of them be that go the other way ? 

To be placket out of houſe and body, from among friends 
and comforts, and thruſt into endiels miſeries, into the dark 

_ vault of Hell ; never to ſee the light of this world any more. 
Never to ſee: a comfortable fight. Never to heara joytul " 
ſound. Never to know the meaning of reſt, peace, or delight 
any more. O whata change is here ! To exchange the ſmiles 
and honours of men, for op frowns and fury of God. Tm 
; EE 2 E 
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he cloathed with flames, and drink the pure unmixed wrath 
of God, who was but a few days ſince cloathed in ſilks, and 
fll'd with the {weet of the creature, how is the ſtate of things 
O animuta altered with thee ! It was the l2mentabie cry of poor Adrian 
vagul:, vlan- when he felt death approaching. O my poor: wandring ſoul, 
dula, neu alas, whither art thou now going ! Where muſt thou lodge this 
no 12417 night ! Thou ſhalc never jeit more, never be merry more ! 
WWNQIN DD) J}9y D he ij : _ *_- 
cos dabis,dc. Your term in your houſes and bodies is out,and there 1s ano- 
ther habitation provided for you ; but 'tis a diſmal one ! When 
a Saint dyes, Heavenabove is as it were moved to receive and 
entertain hims at his coming he is received into everlaſting. 
habirations. Into the inheritance of rhe Saints in light. When 
2n unbeliever dies, we may. ſay. of him, alluding to //a. 14. 9. 
Hell from beneath is moved for bim to meet him. at his coming, it 
ftirreth up the dead for bim. No more ſports nor plays, no cups 
of wine, nor beds of pieaſure. The more. of thele_ you en- 
joyed here, the more intolerable will this change be to you. 
If Saints are immediately with God, others mult be imme-. 
diately with Satan. 
Inference 3. 

infer. 3, How little cauſe have they to fear death, who ſhall be nith God 
ſo ſoon after their death ? Some there. are that tremble at the 
thoughts of death. That cannot endure to. hear - its name 
mentioned. That would rather ſtoop to any miſery here,yea, 
to any fin, than die, becauſe they are afraid of the exchange : 
bat you that are intereſled in Chriſt, need not do ſo. You 
can loſe nothing by the exchange. The words Death, Grave 
and Eter»ity ſhould have another kind of ſound in your ears. 
And make contrary impreſhons upon your hearts. If your 
earthly Tabernacles caſt you out, you ſhal- not be found 
naked. You. have a building of Gad, an houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the Heavens. And it .is but a lep out of this 
into that. -O what fair ſweet and lovely thoughts ſhould you 
have of that great and laſt change ! Bur whar ſpeak I of your 
fearleſneſs of death? Your duty lies much higher chan: that far. 

Inference 4. 

Infer. 4. If believers are immediately with God, after their diſſolution,then 
it's their duty to long for their diſſolution, And caſt. many a longing 
look towards their Graves, So did Pawl, 1 deſire to be diſſolved, 
and to be with Chriſt, which is far better. The advantages of this 
exchange are unſpeakable. You have Gold for Braſs ; Wine 


for 
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for Water 3 Subſtance for Shadows ; ſolid. Glory for very 
Vanity. O if che duit of this earth were but once blown 
out of. your eyes, that you might ſee the divine glory 3 how 
weary would you be to live? How willing to die ? Burt then 
be ſure your title” co heaven be ſound and good. Leave not fo 
great 4 Concerogment to tie laſt, For though .it is confeſſed 
God may do that in an hour, that never was done all your days, 
ye: it-is ot common. Which brings us to our third and laſt 


oblervation. 
Do. 3. That God may, though he ſeldom doth, prepare men for 
glory, immediately before their diſſolution by death. 


There is one Parable, and no more, that ſpeaks of ſome 
that were called at the laſt hour, 2arzh. 20, 9, 10. And there 
is this, one: inſtance. in the Text, and no more ; that gives us 


2A account of a perſon fo. called. We acknowledge God 


may do it. his grace.is his own. He may diſpenſe it how, and 
where he-pleaſeth. We muſt always ſalve divine prerogative. 
Who ſhall fix bonds, ' or put limits to free grace, but God 
himſelf, whoſe it is? If he do not ordinarily ſhew ſuch mercies 
co dying ſinners (as inceed he doth not) yet it is not becauſe 
he cannot, but becauſe he wili not. Not becauſe their hearts 
are ſo hardaed. by. long cuſtom in fin, that his grace cannot 
break them ; bur becaute he mo? juſtly with-holds that grace 
from them. When bleſſed Mr: 3:/nex the Martyr, heard a 
Miniſter preaching thus. O thou old (inner, that haſt lain 
_ theſe fifty years rotting in thy ſin, doit thou think now to be 

ſaved ? That the blood of Chriſt ſhiil ave thee? O, ſaid 
Mr. Bitney, what preaching of Chriſt is this ! If 1 had heard no 
other preaching than this, what had become of me ? No, no 
old finners, or young fianers, great, or (mall finners are not to 
be beaten off from Chriſt. but encouraged ro repentance, and 
faith, For who knows but the bowels of mercy may yearn 
at laſt upon one that hath all along reje&ed it. This thief was 
25-unlikely-ever to. receive mercy but a few hours before he 
died, as any perſon in the world could be, 

But ſarely this is no encouragement co neglet the preſent 
ſeaſons of mercy; becauſe God may ſhewv mercy hereafter. 
To negle& the ordinary, becauſe God ſometimes manifeſts 


his grace in ways exttaordinary. Many I know _—_ _ 
ene 
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dened themſelves in ways of fin by this example of mercy. 

But what God did at this time, for this man, cannot be ex- 

peed to be done ordinarily for us. And the reaſons thereof 

are, 

Reaſon 1. Fir, Becauſe God hath vouchſafed us the brdi- 
nary 2nd ſtanding means of grace, which he had not; and 
therefore we cannot expe ſuch extraordinary and unuſual 
converſions as he had. This poor creature never heard in all 
likelihood one Sermon preached by Chriſt, or any of the A- 
poſtles. He lived the life of a Highway-man, and concerned 
not himſelf about Religion 3 But we have Chriſt preached 
freely and conſtantly in our Afſemblies. We have line upon 
line, and precept upen precept. And when God affords the 
ordinary preaching of the Goſpel, he doth not uſe ro work 
wonders. When I/rae! was in the Wilderneſs, then God 
baked their bread in Heaven, and clave the Rocks to give 
them drink ; but when they came to Canaan, where they had 
the ordinary means of ſubſiſtence, the 4aracealed. 

Reaſon 2. Serondly, Such a converfion as this may not be 
ordinarily expeted by any man, becauſe ſuch a time as that 
will never come. again. It's poſſible if Chriſt were to die 
again, and thou ro be crucified with him, thou mighteſt receive 
thy converſion in ſuch a miraculous and extraordinary way : 
but Chrikt'dies.no more- Such a day as that will never come 
an -> Taka | 

Mr. Fenner in his excellent diſcourſe upon this point,tells us, 
that as this was an extraordinary time, Chriſt being now to be 
inſtalled in his Kingdom,and crowned with glory and honours; 
ſo extraordinary things were now done; as when Kings are 
Crowned; the Streets are richly hanged ; the Conduits run 
with Wine; great Malefactors are then pardoned ; for then 
they ſhew their munificence and bounty ; it is the day of the - 

«*gladneſs of their hearts. But ler a man come art another time 
ro the Condnits, he ſhall find no Wine, but ordinary Water 

| there. Let a man be in the Goalat another time, and he may- 
be hang'd; yea, and hath no reafon but to expect and prepare 
for it. What Chriſt did now for this man, ' was at an extra- 
ordinary time. 'D 3518 TIrL | 

Reaſon 3, Thirdly, Such a converſion as this 'may not ordi- 
narily beexpeRed, for as ſuch a time will never come again, 
ſo there will never be the like reaſon for fuch a coaverfion any 
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more. Chriſt converted him upon the Croſs, to give an in- 
ſtance of his divine power at that time when ir was almoſt 
wholly clouded. Look as in that day the divinity of Chrift 
brake forth in ſeveral miracles, as the preternatural eclipfe of 
the Sgn-The great Earthquake, the renving of the Rocks, and 
vail of the Temple. So in the converſ1on of this Man in ſuch 
an extraordinary way; and all to give evidence of the divinity 
of Chriſt, and prove him tobe the Son of God whom they 
crucified. But that is now ſufficiently confirmed, and-there 
will be no more occaſion for miracles to evidence it: 
Reaſon 4. Fourthly, None hath reaſon ro expe the like 
converſion, that enjoys-the ordinary means; becauſe though in 


this convert we have a pattern of what free grace can do, yet. 


as Divines pertinently obſerve, it's a pattern without a promiſe. 
God hath. not added any promiſe to it, that ever he will do fo 
for any other: And where we have not a promile to encou- 
rage our hope, our hope can ſignifie but litcle to us. 
Inference 1. : 

Let thoſe that have found mercy in the evening of their life, ad- 
' mirethe extraordinary grace that therein hath appeared to them. O 
that ever God ſhould accept the Bran, when Satan hath had 
the Flour of thy days ! The forementioned reverend Author 
tells us of one Marcns Cajus Viftorins a very aged man in the 
primitive times, who was converted from Heatheniſm to 
Chriſtianity in his old age. This man came to Simplicianus a 
Miniſter, and told him he heartily owned and embraced the 
Chriſtian faith, But neither he nor the Church would craft him 
for a long time. And the reaſon was the unuſualneſs of a con- 
verſion at ſuch an age. But after he had given them good evi- 
dence of the reality thereof, there were acclamations and (ing- 
ing of Pſalms, the pzople every where crying, Afarcus Cajns 
PYiftorious is become a Chriſtian, This was written for a won- 
Jer. Oh if God have wrought ſuch wondrous falvations for 
any of yon,what cauſe have you to do more for him than others! 
What,to pluck you out of Hell when one foot was in! To ap- 
pear to you at laſt when ſo hardned by long cuſtom in fin, thar 
one might ſay, Can the Ethiopian change his bue, or the Leopard i115 
ſpots * O' what riches of mercy have appeared to you! 

Inference 2, | 

Let this convince and ftartle ſuch as even to their gray hairs ve- 
main in an unconverted ſtate,who are where they were when they fir iz 
came into the world, yea, rather farther off by much. Be- 
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Bethink your ſelves, ye that are full of days, and full of fin; 
whole time is al:noſt done. and your great work not yer be- 
gun. Who have bur a fewv ſands more in the upper part of 
the 'glaſs ro run down, and thei your converfion will be ita- 
poſſi>le. Your,un is fetting, your night is coming 3 ce ſha- 
dows of the evening are {trerched out upon you; you have one 
foot in ae grave, and the other in {lell, O think if all ſenſe 
and tenderneſs be not withered up, as well as natural verdure ; 
think with your ſelves, how fsd a cale youare in. God may 
do wonders, but they zrenot ſeen every day; then thev would 
cealeto be wondred at. © itrive, ſtrive while you have a litcle 
time, and a few helps and iceans .more. Strive to get that 
work accompliſhed now that was never done yet. Defer it no- 
longer, you have done fo too much already. 

It may. be (to-uſe Sereca'Sexprefiizn) you have been theſe 
ſixty, (ſeventy, or -eighty - years. h«gianing. to live, about to 
change your practice; but hitherco you ſtill continue the 
ſame. Do not you ſee how Satan hath gulled and cheated 
you with vain purpoſes til] he. hath brought you to the very 
brinks of the-Grave and Hell. . O *tis time naw to make a 
tand,. and pavie's little where you are, and. co what he hath 
brought yon. 'The-Lord at laſt give you an eye to ſee, and an 
heart to conſider. | 2 y 

Inference 3, 

Laſtly, Let 'this be a call and caution to all young ones to begin 
with God betime, and take heed of aelays till the talt,. as ſo-maiy 
thouſands have done before them to their.eternal ruine. Now is 
your time, if you defire to bein Chrift 3. if you haye any-enfe 
of the weight and worth of eternal things upon your hearts, 1 
know your age is voluptuous,- and . deligiits nor in the f(erious 
thoughts of death and eternity. You are more inclined to 
mind-your- pleaſures, and Jeave theſe grave and ſerious-matcers 
to =. «wy Bur Jet me perſvade you againſt that, by theſe 
confiderations. * En, 

Firſt, Oh ſet to the buſineſs of Religion now, becauſe rh: 
% the moulding age» Now your hearts are tender, and your at- 
fections flowing» Now is the time when you are moſt likely 
to be wrought upon. | 

Secondly, Now, becauſe this -is the freeſt .par: of your 41me. 
It is in the morning of your-life, as in the morning of the day- 
If a man have any buſineſs to: be done, let him take the nioro- 

ing 
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ing forit. Forin the after part of the day a hurry of buſineſ; 
_ on, ſo that you either forget ir, or want opportauicy 
or it. 

Thirdly, Now, becauſe your life is immediately uncertain, You 
are not certain that ever you ſhall attain the years of your Fa- 
thers: There are graves in the Church-yard juſt of your lensth, 
_ Skulls of all ſorts and fizes in Golgotha, as the Jeys pro- 
verb is. | 

Fourthly, Now, becauſe God will not ſpare you becau'e you are 
but young ſinrs, little ſinners, if you die Chriſtie. If you are 
not as you think old enough to mind Chriſt, ſurely if you die 
Chriſtleſs, you are old enough to be datmaed. There's the 
| ſmall ſpray, as well as great logs in the fire of Hell. 

Fifthly, Now, becauſe your life wil! be the more eminently uſe- 
ful, and ſerviceableto God, when you know him betime, and begin 
with him early. Auſtin repented, and ſo have many thouſands 
ſince him, that he began ſo late, and knew God no ſooner. 

Sixthly, Now, becauſe your life will be the ſweeter to you, when 
the morning of it is dedicated to the Lord; The firſt fruits ſandti- 
fie the whole harveſt. This will have a ſweet influence into 
all your days. Whatever changes, ſtraights, or troubles you 
may afterwards meet with. 


————— 
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nd about the ninth hour Jeſus cried with a loud voice, 
ſaying, EV, Eli, Tamaſabachrani, that is to ſay, 
my God, my God, why haſt thou forjaken HE e Non 1gnoro 


Guidem vere 
ba hzc 210. 

7"*HIS verſe contains the foxrth memorable ſaying of 112 «< 
Chriſt upon the Croſs. Words able to rend the funmz ai- 
hardeſt heart in the world. - Ic is the voice of the 1 35" 
Son of God in an gout. Fg ſufferings were great, op. 
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very great before, but never 1n that extremity as now 3 
When this heaven-rending and heart-meiring -out-cry brake 
from him upon the Croſs, Eli, Eli, lamaſabachtani. In which 
woercs are con{iferable, the time, matter and manner of this 
his {ad complaint. 

Firſt, The time when it was uttered 5 about the ninth hour, 
(i. ce.) about three of che clock after-noon. For as the Jews 
divided the nighe into four quarters, or watches : ſo they di- 
vided the cay in like manner into four quarters, or greater 
hours Which h2d their names from that hour of the Gay 
that cloſed the quarter. So ithar beginning their account of 
their leſſer hours from {ix in the moraing, which with them 
was the firſt, their ninth hour anſwered to our third after-noon. 
And this is heedfully marked by the Evangeliſts on purpoſe to 
ſhew. us how long Chriſt hanged in diftre(s upon the Crofs, 
both in ſoul and body, which ar lezft was three full hours. 
Towards the end whereof his ſoul was ſo filled, diſtreſſed, and 
overwhelmed ; that this doleful cry brake from his ſoul, in 
bitter anguiſh ; fy God, my God, &c. 

Secondly, The matrer of the complaint. It is not of the 
cruel tortures he felt in his body, nor of the ſcoffs and re- 
proaches of his name;he mentions nota word of theſe,they were 
all ſwallowed up in the ſufferings within, as the River is ſwal- 
lowed up in the Sea, or the lefler lame in the greater. He 
ſeems to neglect all theſe, and only complains of what was 
more burdenſom than ten thouſand Croſles. Even his Fathers 
deſerting him, »:y God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? It 
is a more inward trouble that burdens him, darkneſs upon his 
ſpirit, the hidings of God's tace from him, an aMiction he was 
rotally a ſtranger to, till now. Here he lays his hand in this 
complaint, . This was the pained place, to which he points in 
this dolorous ourt-cry. 

Thirdly, The manner in which he utters his ſad complaint, 
and that was with a remarkable vehemency, he cried with a loud 
voice, not like a dying man, in whom nature was ſpent, but 
as one full of vigor, life and ſegſe. He gathered all his ſpi- 
rits together, ſiirred up the whole power of nature when he 
made this grievous out-Cty.. There is in it alfo an emphatical 
reduplication, hich ſhews with what vehemency it was uttered. 
Not fingly, my God, but he doubles it, my God, my God, as 
diſtreſſed perſons ule tro do. So Eljfhe, when Elijah was fſepa- 
rated 
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rated from him by the Chariots and Horſes of fire, cries our,: 


my Father, my Father, 

Nay, moreover, to encreaſe the force and vehemency of 
this complaint, here is an afetionate interrogation : Why ha#t 
thou forſaken me ? Queſtions, eſpecially {ach as this. :re fu!l of 
ſpirits. Iris as if he were ſurpriſed by the Rrangenets of this 
affliction : and rouzing up himſelf with an unuſual vehemen- 
cy, turns himſelf *to his Father, and cries, why ſo, my Fa- 
ther ; O what doſt thou mean by this > Whar, hide that face 
from me that never was hid before | What, and hide ir from 
me now. inthe depth of my other rorments and troubles ! O 
what new, what firange things are thele ! Laſtly, here is an 
obſervable variation of the language in which this aſtoniſhing 
complaint was uttered. For he ſpeaks both Hebrew, and Sy- 
riack ia one breath, Eli, Eli, lama, are all Hebrew, Sabachtani 
is a Syriack word, uſed here for emphaſis ſake. Hence we ob- 


{erve. 


DoR. That God in deſign to heighten the ſufferings of Chriſt to the 
attermoſt, forſook him in the time of his greateſt diſtreſs ; to the 
' unipeakable affliftion, and anguiſh of he ſoul, 


This propoſition ſhall be conſidered in three parts. The 
deſertion it ſelf. The deſign or end of it, The efe& and influ- 
ence it had on Chriſt. 

Firſt, The deſertion it ſelf. Divine deſertion. generally 
confidered is God's withdrawing himſelf from any, nor as to 
his Eflence, that fills Heaven and Earth, and conſtantly re- 
mains the ſame. Bur it's the wichdrawment of his favour, 
grace and love. When theſe are gone, God is ſaid to be 
gone. And this is done two ways, either ab/o/xrely, and whol- 
ly, or reſre&tively and only as to manifeſtation. In rhe firſt 
ſenſe Devils are forſaken of God. They once were in his ta- 
vour and love, but they have utterly and finally loit it. God 
is fo withdrawn from them, as that he will never take :hem 
into favour any more. In the other ſenſe he ſometimes for- 
{akes his deareſt Children, (3. e.) he removes all ſweet mani- 
feſtations of his favour and love for a time, and cerries ic to 
them 254 {tranger 3 though his love be ſtill che fame. 

And this.kind of deſertion which is reſpective, temporary, 
and only in regard of manifeſtation, is juſtly diſtinguiſhed 
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ſrom the various ends and deftgns of it, into probational, cau- 
tional, ciftigatory, and penal. Probational deiertions are only 
for the proof and trial of grace. Cautional Ceſertions are de- 
ſigned te prevent (in. Caftigatory delertions are God's rods to 
chafize his people for fin. Penal deſertions are (uch as are in- 
fictcd as the juſt reward of fin, for the reparation of thar 
rrong finners have done by their f1ns. Of this ſort was Chriſt's 
deſertion- A parc of the curle, and a ſpecial part. And his 
bearing it was no ſmall part of the reparation, or ſatisfaction 
he made for our fins. 

More particularly, to open the nature of this deſertion of 
Chriſt by his Father, there being much of intricacy and diff- 
culcy in it. I (hall proceed in the explication of it Negatively, 
and Poſirively, ; 

Firſt, Negatively, when Chriſt cries out of God's forſaking 
him, he doth mean that he had diſolved the perſonal union of the 
two aatures. Not as if the marriage knot which united our 
nature to the perſon of Chriſt was looſed, or a divorce made 
betwixt them. No, for when he was forſaken of God, he 
was {till true and real Godmar in one perſon. 

Secondly, When Chriſt bewails the Fathers forſaking him, 
hedoth nor mean that he pulled away the prop of divine ſupport 
from him,. by which he had till then endured the tortures and 
ſufferings that oppreſſed him. No, though the Father defert- 
ed, yet he til] ſupported him. And ſo much is intimated in 
theſe words of Chriſt, Z1;, Eli, which fignifies my ſtrong one, 
my ſtrong one: God was with him by way of ſupport, whea 
withdrawn as to manifeſtations of love and favour. In reſpect 
of God's ſupporting prefence which was with Chriſt at this 
time; it's ſaid, Iſai. 42. 1: Behuld my Servant whom 1 uphold, 
and Joh. 16. 32. 1 am not alone, but my Father is with me, $0 
that this cannot be the meaning of it. | 

Thirdly, Much leſs is it his meaning that God had left him, as 
20 inherent grace and ſanttification. Recalling that ſpirit of holi- 
neſs which had anointed him above his fellows. No, no: 
when he was forſaken he remained as holy as ever. He had 
indeed leſs comfort, bur not leſs holineſs than before. Such 
2 deſertion had irritated and made void the very end of his 
death. And his ſacrifice could never have yielded ſuch a fra- 
grant odor to God as it did, Eph. 5.2: 

Faourthly,, The love of God was not fo withdrawn from 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as that the Father had now n9 love for him, nor delight 
in him- That's impoſſible, he can no more ceaſe ro love 
Chriſt, than to love himſelf. His love was not turned into 
wrath, Though his wrath only was now manifeſted to him as 
our ſurety ; and his love hid from him, as his beloved Son. 

Fifthily, Nor was Chriſt forſaken by his Father finally, upon 
what account ſ{oever it was that he was forfaken. No, it was 
but for a few hours that the dark cloud dwelt over his ſoul; 
It ſoon paſt away. And the bright and glorious face of God 
_ forth again, as bright as ever, P/al. 22, 1, 24. com- 
pared. 

Sixthly, And laſtly, It was not a mutual deſertion, or a deſer- 
tion on both parts; the Father forſook him, bur he forſook 
not his Father. When God withdrew, he followed him, 
crying, my God, my God. 

Yet to ſpeak poſitively of it 3 though it did not diſſolve the 
perſonal union, nor cut off divine ſupports, nor remove his 
inherent grace, nor turn his Fathers love into hatred, nor con- 
tinue for ever, nor yet was it on both parts, Chriſt's forſaking 
God, as well as God forfaking Chriſt ; yet I ſay it was, 

Firſt, A very ſad deſertion, the like unto which in all reſpes 
never was experienced by any, nor can be to the end of the 
world. All his other troubles were but ſmall things to this ; 
they bare upon his body, theſe upon his ſoul. They came 
from the hands of vile men, this from the hand of a dear Fa- 
ther. He ſuffered both in body and foul ; but the ſufferings 
of his ſoul, were the very ſoul of his ſufferings. Under all 
his other ſufferings he opened not his mouth, but this rouchr 
the quick, that he could not but cry out, my God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me | 

Secondly, As it was a ſad, ſoit was a pena! deſertion, inflict- 
ed on him for ſatisfaction for thoſe fins of ours, which deſery- 
ed that God ſhould forſake us for ever, as the damned are 
forſaken by him. So that this cry (as one obſerves) was like 
the perperual ſhrick of them that are caſt away for ever. This 
was that Hell, and the rorments of it which Chritt our Sure- 
ty ſuflered for us. For look as there lies a twofold miſery upon 
the damned in Hell, viz. pain of ſezce, and pain of /ofS. So upon 
Chriſt anſwerably here was not only an impreſſion of wrath,but alſo 
a ſubſtrattion of withdrawment of ail ſenſible favour and lov? .Fience 
it's {aid by himſelf, Fob. 12. 27. And now my foul 7::#earme 
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is troubled, The word fiznifies troubled as they that are in 
He!! are troubled. Though God did not leave his ſcul in Hell, 
25 others are; he having enough to pay the debe which they 
have nor, yet in the torments thereof at this time he was, Yea, 
in ſufferiags at this time 1a his ſoul, equivalent to all that 
which our toals ſhould have {uffered there. to all erernity. 
Noe nec Thirdly, It was a defertion that was real, and not fictit:ous. He 
theatrice doth not perfonate a deferred ſoul, and ſpeak as if God had 
conquertts withdrawn the comfortable fence and influence of his love 
4. Fe from him 3 but the thing was fo indeed. The God-head re- 
ouod non- Arained and kept back for this time, all its joys, comforts and 
nulti ex val ſence of love from the man-hood : yieiding ir nothing but 
&1 opmoae ſypport. This bitter doleful our-cry of Chriit gives evidence 
n— enough of the reality of it. He did not fergr but | feel the 
infipidum eſt Durdenſomnels of 1t- 
Cavillum, Fourthly, This deſertion fell out in the time of Chrifts greateſt 
C.a7v. need of comfort that ever he had in all the time of his life on earth. 
His father forſook him ar that time, when all eartnly comforts 
had forſaken himzand all outward evils has broken in together 
upon him. When men, yea, the beſt of men,ſtcod afar off,and 
none but barbarous enemies were about him. When pains and 
thame,and all miſeries even weighed him down,then even then 
to compleat and fil! up his ſufferings. God itands afar off roo. 
Fi/thly, And laftly, 1: was ſuch a deſertion, as left him only to 
the ſupports of his Faith. He had nothing elſenow but his Fa- 
thers covenant and promiſe to hang vpon. And indeed as a 
jndicious Autnor pertinentiy obſerves ; the Faith of Chriſt 
- Air, Ciſe bis did ſeveral ways at and manifeſt it ſelf, in theſe very words 
Correti In- of complaint in the Text. 
ah ”_—_ For though all comfortable ſights of God, and (ence of love 
P: 512% were obſtructed; yet you ſee his ſoul cleaves fiducially tro God 
for allthat, Ay God, &c. Though ſenſe and feeling ſpeak as 
well as faith; Yet Faith ſpeaks fir/t, my God, before ſence [peaks 
a word of his foriakinz, His Faich prevented the complaint 
of ſence and though ſence comes in afterward with a word of 
comp:aint, yet here are two woras of Faith, to one of Sence, It 1s, 
1y Ge4, my God, and but one word of forſaking. As his Faith 
ipare fir!t, fo it ſpake twice when ſence and feeling ſpake bur 
Once, Yeh and as Faith ſpake firſt, and ewice as much as ſence, 
to it ipake more confidently than Sence did. He lays a conft- 
Cent Calm tO God as his God 3 My Goa, my God, w_ only 
ueries 
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Queries about his forſaking of him 3 why haſt rio forſaken me? 
This is ſpokea more dubiouſly, the former moſt confidently. 
To be ſhort, His Faith laid hold on God, under a mo? ſuitable 
Title, or Attribute, Eli, Eli, my ſtrong one, my firong one, 9. d. 
O thou with whom 1s infxaite and everlaſting ſtrength, thou 
that haſt hitherto ſupported my Man-hood, and according ro 
thy promiſe upheld thy Servant ; whar, wilt thou novy forſake 
me ? My ſtrong one, I lean upon thee. To theſe ſupports and 
refuges of Faith this defertion thur up Chriſt. By theſe things 
he ſtood when all other viſible and ſentible comforts ſhrunk 
away both from his ſoul and, body. This is the true, though 
brief account of the nature and quality of Chriſts deſertion. 


Secondly, In the next place let us conſider the de/igns.and ends 


of itz which were principally Sarisfa&icon and Sanfification. 
Satisfation for thoſe ſins of ours which deſerved that we ſhould be 
totally andeverlaſtingly forſaken of God, This is the deſert of 
every (in, and the damned do feel ir, and thall co all eternity. 
God is gone from them for ever, not eſſentially, the ju!t God 
is with them ſtill, the God of power is ſtill with them, the 
avenging God is ever with them 3; but the merciful God is 
gone, and gone for ever. And thus would he have with- 
drawn- himſelf from every foul that finned, had not Chriſt 
born that puniſhment for us, in his own ſoul ; if he had not 
cryed, My God, my God, why ha#t thou forſaken me? we muſt 
have howled out this hideous complaint in the loweſt Hell 
for ever, O righteous God, O dreadful, O terrible God, thou 
haſt for ever forſaken me. 

And as ſatisfaction was defign'd in this deſertion of Chriſt, 
ſo alſo was the San#ification of all the deſertions of the Saints de- 
ſigned in ir. For he having been forſaken before us, and for us ; 
when ever God forſ:kes us, that very forfaking of his 
is ſanRified , and thereby turnzd into a mercy to Belic- 
vers. Hence are a!ll the precious fruits and effe&ts of 
our deſertions. Such are the earneſt excitations of the 
ſoul to Prayer, P/al. 77. 2. Pſal. 88, 1, 9, The antidoting the 
tempted ſoul againſt ſin The reviving of ancient experien- 
ces, Pſal. 77. 5. Enbaunſing the value of the divine preſence 
with the ſoul, and teaching it to hold Chrift falter than ever 
before, Cant. 3. 1,2, 3, 4,5- Theſe and many more are the 
precious efteRs of fanctifzed deſertion ; but now many or how 
g00d {o ever thele eff:s are,they do all owe themizlves toje- 


{us Chriit.as to the Author of them. Who for our fakes would. 
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paſs through this dark and fad ſtate, that we might find thoſe 
bleffings in it. So then, the God-heads ſuſpending ot all the 
effeRts of joy and comfort from the hamanity of Chriſt at 
this time, which had not ceaſed to flow into it in an ineffible 
meaſure, and manner till now, muſt needs be both a ipecial 
part of Chriſts ſatisfaction for us, and conſequentiy that which 
makes all our temporary deſertions ra:her merctes and bleſſings, 
than curſes to us: | 

Thirdly, Let us in the next place conſider the effe& and in- 
fluence this deſertion had upoa the Spirit of Chriſt. 

And though it did not drive.him to deſpair as the Papiſts 
falſly charge Mr. Calvin to have athrmed 3 yet it even amazed 
him, and almoſt ſwallowed up his ſoul in the deeps of crou- 
ble and conſternation. This cry is a cry from the deeps; from 
2 ſoul oppreſſed even to death. Never was the Lord Jeſus ſo 
put to it before. Ic is a moſt aſtoniſhing out-cry. 

Lec but five particulars be weighed, and you will fay,never 
was there any darkneſs like this. No forroiv like Chriſts ſor- 
row in his deſerted ftate, For, ; 

Fir, Apprehend, Reader, this was a new thing to Chriſt 
and that which he was never acquainted with before. From 
all Eternity until now, there had been conſtant and wonder- 
ful out-lets of love, delight and joy, from the boſom of the 
Father, into his boſom. He never miſled his Father before. 
Never ſaw a frown, or a vail upon that bleſſed face before. 
This made it an heavy burden indeed, the words are words of 
wonderment and admiration ; My God, my God, why haft thou 
forſaken me! Thou that never didft fo before ,haſt forſaken me 
NOW. . 

Secondly, As it was a new thing to Chriſt, and therefore 
the more amazing 3 /oit was a great thing to Chrif?, ſo great thar 
he fcarce knew how to ſupport it. Had it not been a greac 
rryal indeed, fo greata ſpirit as Chrifts was would never have 
{o droop'd underit, and made fo ſad a complaint of it. It was 
{o (harp, fo heavy an affliction to his ſoul; that it cauſed him 
who was meek under all other ſufferings as a Lamb, to roar 


1d quodrugi- under this like a Lion. For fo much thoſe words of Chriſt 
tum vocat, fignitie, P/a. 22. 1. My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 


non hum 2- 
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why art thou [0 far from the voice of my roaring ? It comes from a 
root that {ignifies to nov] or roar as a Lion-And rather {ignifies 
the noiſe made by a wiid Beaſt, than the voice of a Man. 


Eucer. in L'%. And 
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And it is as much as if Chriſt had ſaid,O my God, no words 
can expreſs my anguith. I will not ſpeak, but roar, how! our 
my complaint. Pour it out in vollies of Groans. Iroar as a 
Lion. Irsno ſmall matter will make that majeſtick creature to 
roar. And ſure fo great a ſpirit as Chriſts, would not have 
roared under a flight burden. | 

Thirdly, As it was a gteat burden to Chriſt, ſo it was a bur- 
den laid on in the time of his greateſt diſtreſs. When his body was 
in tortures, and all about him was black, diſmal, and full of 
horror, and darkneſs. He fell into this defertion at a time when 
he never had the like need of divine ſupports and comforts, 
and that aggravated it. 

Fourthly, It was a burden that lay upon him long, even from 
the time his foul began to be ſorrowful and fore amazed in 
the Garden, till his very death. If you were but to hold your 
finger in the fire for two minuits, you would not be able to 
bear ict. But what is the finger of a Man, to the ſoul of Chriſt ? 
or what is material fire, to the wrath of the great God! 

Fifthly, So heavy was this preſſure upon Chriſt's ſoul, that in all 
probability it haſtened his deaths for it was not uſual for crucified 
perſons to expire ſo ſoon; and thofe that were crucified with 
him, were both alive after Chriſt was gone. Some have 
hanged more than a day and night,ſome two full days and nights 
in thoſe torments alive ; but never did any feel inwardly,what 
Chriſt felt. He bare it till the ninth hour, and then makes a 
fearful out-cry, and dies. The Uſes follow. 

Inference 1. . 

Did God forſake Chriſt upon the Croſs, as a puniſhment 
to him for our fins: Then it follows, that as often as we have ſin- 
ned, (ooft have we deſerved to be forſaken of God, This is the juſt 
recompence and demerit of Sin. And indeed here lies tne 
principal evil of fin, that it ſeparates betwixt God and 
the ſoul. This ſeparation is both the moral evil that 1s in it, 
and che pal evil inflicted by the righteous God for it. By (in 
we depart from Go9g, and as a due punithmeat of it, God de- 
parts from us. This will be the diſmal Sentence in tie lait 


day, Mattib. 25. Depart from me, ye curſed, Thenceforth there 
will be a gulph fixed betwix! God and them, Luke 16. 20. N9 
more {riend!ly intercourſes with the bleſſed God for ever. Tae 
eternal ihriek of the damned is, Woe, and alas, God hath for- 
ſaken ns for ever more. 


Ten thouſands worlds can n5 way re- 
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comyence the loſs of one God. Beware fidners how you ſay to 

God now, Depart from us,we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways, 

leſt he ſay, depart from me, you ſhall never fee my face. 
Inference t. 

Did Chriſt never make ſuch a {ad complaint and out-cry 
till God hid his face from him ; Then the hiding of Gods face, 
is certain! the greateſt miſery that can poſſibly befal a gracious ſoul 
in this world. When they ſcourged, bnftzrted, and ſmote 
Chriſt, yea, when they nailed him to the Tree, he opened nor 
his mouth ; but when his Faciier hid his face from him, then 
he cried out; yea, his voice was the voice of roaring; this 
was more to him, than a thouſand crucifyings. And ſurely as 


1t was to Chriſt, ſo it is to all gracious ſouls the (adeſt firoke, 


the heavieſt burden that ever they felt- When David forbad 
Ab'olom to come to Jeruſalem to ſee his Father, he complains 
in 2 Sam. 14. 32. #herefore (laid he) am 1 come from Gethur, if 
I may not ſee the Kings face ? So doth the gracious foul bemoan 
it ſelf, wherefore am I redeemed, called, and reconciled ; if I 
may not ſee the face of my God ? | 
It's ſaid of T4y when he was baniſhed from 7:aly, and of 
Demoſthenes when he was banithed from Athens, that they 
wept every time they looked towards their own Country. 
And is it ſtrange that a poor deſerted believer ſhould mourn 
every time he looks heaven-ward ? Say, Chrittian, did the 
tears never trickle down thy cheeks when thou lookedſt roward 
heaven, and couldſt not ſee the face of thy God as at other 
times ? If two dear friends cannot part, though it be bur for a 
ſeaſon, bur that parting muſt be in a ſhower : blame not the 
Saints if they ſigh and mourn bitterly when the Lord, who is 
the life of their life departs ; though but for a ſeaſon from 
them; for if God depart, their ſweeteſt enjoyment on earth, 
the very crown of all their comforts is gone, and whae will 
a King take in exchange for his Crown? what can recompence 
ro a Saint, the loſs of his God ! Indeed if they had never 
ſeen the Lord, or taſted the incomparable {weetneſs of his 
preſence, it were another matter; but the darkneſs which 
follows the ſweeteſt light of his countenance is double 
darkneſs. | 
And that which doth not a little increaſe the horror of this 
darkneſs is, that when their ſouls are thus benighted, and the 
Sun of their comfort is ſet ; then goth Satan like og wild 
caſts 
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Beaſts of the deſert, creep out of his den, and roars upon 
chem with hideous temptations. Surely this is a ſad ſtate, and 
deſerves tender pity. Pity is a duedebt to the diſtreſſed, and . 
the worla ſhews not a greater diſtreſs than this. If ever you 
have been in troubles of this kind your ſelves, you will never 
flight others in the ſame caſe! Nay one end of God's exerci- 
fing you with troubles of thisnature, is to teach you compaſſi- 
on towards others in the ſame caſe. Do they not cry to you 
as Fob 19. 2I. Have pity, have pity upon me, O ye my friends, for 
the hand of God hath touched me. Draw forth bowels of mercy aut fm 
and tender compaſſion to them, for either you have been, or aut fuimu:; 
are, or may be in the ſame caſe your ſelves; however, if men aut poſſumus 
do nor, to be ſure Chriſt that hath felt ir before them, and *£9%94 ic 
for them, will pity them. was 
Inference 3. 

Did God really forſake Jeſus Chriſt upon the Croſs, then 7nfer, 3. 
from the deſertian of Chriſt”s ſinzular conſolation ſprings up to the 
people of God 5, yea, manifold conſolation. Principally it's a ſup- 
port in theſe two reſpects, As it is preventive of your final de- 
ſertion, and a comfortable parrern to you in your preſent ſad 
deſertions. ; ; 

Firſt, Chriſt's deſertion is preventive of your final deſertion. 
Becauſe he was forſaken for a time, you ſhall not be forſaken 
for ever. For he was forſaken for you. And God's forſak- 
ing him, though but for a few hours, is equivalent to his for- 
faking you for ever. It is every way as much for the dear Son 
of God, the darling delight of his ſoul, to be forſaken of God 
for arime 3 as if ſuch a poor inconſiderable thing as thou art, 
ſhouldſt be caſt off ro eternity. Now this being equivalent 
2nd born in thy room, muſt needs give thee the higheſt ſecu- 
rity in the world, that God w:ll never finally with-draw from 
thee. Had he intended to have done ſo, Chriſt had never 
made ſuch a fad out-cry as you hear this day, my God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? 

Secondly, Moreover, this ſad deſertion of Chriſt becomes a 
comfortable pattern to poor deſerted ſouls in divers reſpects: 
aad the proper buſineſs of ſuch fouls at ſuch times, is to eye 
it believing]ly, in thoſe {ix reſpeRs. 

Firſt, Though God deſerted Chriſt, yet at .the ſame time 
he powerfully ſupported him. His omnipotent arms were un- 
der him, though his pleaſed face was hid from him. He had 

Ggeg 2 nor 
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not indeed his ſmiles, but he had his ſupportations. So (Chri- 
{tizn) jaft ſo ſhall it be with thee. Thy God may turn «way 
his face, he will nor pluck away his arm. When one asked 
of tGoly Mr. Baines how the caſe ſtood with his foal, he an- 
fwered; Surports | have, though ſuavitics I want, Our Fatier 
in this ceals 81th us, as we our teives ſometimes do with a 
Chiid that is Rubborn and revellious. We turn him out of 
doors, and bid him be gone out of our fight ; and there (12hs 
and weeps, but however, for the humbling of him we will 
not preſently take him into houſe and favour; yet we order; 
at leaſt permit the ſervznrs to carry him meat and drink. Here 
is fatherly care, and ſupport; though no former ſmiles, or 
manifeſted delights. 

Secondly, Though God deſerted Chrif, yer he deſerted not 
God. His Father forſook him, but he could not forſake his 
Father, but followed him with this cry, -y Goa, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me ? 

And is it not even fo with you > God goes off from your 
fouls, but you cannot go off from him. No, your hearts are 
mcurning after the Lord. Seeking him carefully with tears, 
Complaining of his abſence as the greatelt evil in this world. 
This 15 Chritt like. So it was with the Spoule. Cart. }. 1,2. 
Her beloved had withdrawn himſelf, and was gone 5 but was 
ſhe content to part with him ſo? No ſuch thing. By night on 
my bed, 1 fought ki: whom my ſoul loveth, 1 ſought him but I found 
him not, I will ariſe now, and go about the City, &c. 

Third'y, Though Gcd forſook Chriſt, yer he returned to 
him again. It was bur for a time, not for ever. In this alſo 
doth his defertion parallel yours. God may for ſeveral wiſe 
and holy reaſons hide his face from you. bur not ſo as it's hid 
from the damned; who ſhal! never ſee it again. This cloud 
will paſs away. This night ſhall have a bright morning. For 
(ſaith thy God) 7 will not contend for ever, neither will I be always 
wroth ; for the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which 1 
have made. As if he thould fay, I may contend with him for 
a time, to humble him; but not for ever, leſt inſtead of a ſad 
child, I ſhould have a dead child. Oh the tenderneſs even of 
a dilpleated Farher ! x 

Feurthly, Though God forſook Chriſt, yet at that time he 
could juſtifie God. Soyouread P/al. 22. 2,3. O my God (faith 
be) 7cry in the day times but thou heareft not, and in the nighs 
leaſon, 
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ſeaſon, and am not ſilent ; but thou art holy. Is not thy fpiric 
according to thy meaſure, frzmed like Chriſts in this > Canſt 
thon not ſay even witen he wrires birter things againſt rhee, 
heis a holy, faichfo!, and goud God for all this. 1 am deſert- 
ed, but not wronged. There is not one Orop of injultice, in 
ali the Sea of my iorrows. Though he condemn me, I muſt 
and will Juſtifie him, this alſo is Chrimt-like, 
Fifthiy, Thuugh God rook from Chriſt all vifible and ſen- 
ſible comforts, inward. as well as cutiward ; yer Chriſt (ubſift- 
ed by faith in the abſence of chem all. His deſercion pur him 
upon the acting of his faith. 24y God, my God, are words of 
faith. The words of one that rolls upon his God. And is it 
not ſo with you too ? Sence of love is gone, ſweet fights of 
God ſhut upin a dark cloud 3 well what then? Muſt thy hands 
preſentiy hang doivn, and thy ſoul give up all irs hopes? 
What! is there no faith to relieve in this caſe ? Yes, yes, and 
bleſſed be Gol for faith, Who is among you that feareth the 


Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his ſervants, that walketh in dark. 


neſs, and bath no light ;, let him truſs in the name of the Lord, 
and ſtay himſelf upon bis God, Iſai. 50. 10. To conclude, 

 $ix:hly, Chriſt was deſerted, a lictle before the glorious 
morning of light and joy dawned upon him, Ir was a little, a 
very lictle while, after this ſad cry, before he triumphed glo- 
riouſly. And ſoir may be with you. Heavineſs may endure 
for a night, bur joy and gladneſs will come in the morning. 
You know how Mr. Glover was tranſported with joy, and cried 
out, asa man in a Raprure. O 4»/tir, he is come, he is come, 
he is come, meaning the Comforter, who for ſome time had 
been ablent from his ſoul: RE 

But I fear I am abſolutely and finally forſaken. 

Why ſo? Do you find the characters of ſuch a defertion 
upon your ſou]? Be righteous Judges, and tell me, whether 
you find an heart willing to forſake God ? Is it indifferent now 
ro you whether God ever return again or no ? Are there no 
mournings, meltings, hankerings after the Lord? Indeed if vou 
forſake him, he will caft you off for ever. But can you do fo? 
Oh no, let him do what he will. I am reſolved ro wait for 
him, cleave to him, mourn after him, though i have no pre- 
ſent comfort from him, no 2{Jurance of my intereſt in him! 
yet will I not exchange roy poor weak nopes, for all thegocd 
in 18 Worid. 
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Again, You ſay God hath forſaken you, ber hath he let 
tooſe the bridle before you ? To allude to Fob 3o- 11. Hath he ta- 
ken awzy from your fouls, all conſcientious tenderneſs oi lin, 
ſo that now you can fin freely, and withoutany regret ? If fo, 
it's a {ad token indeed.Tell me ſoul,if thou judgeſt indeed God 
will never return in loving kindneſs to thee any more 3 why 
doſt thou not then give thy ſelf over to the pleaſures of (in, 
and fetch thy comforts that way from the creature ſince thou 
canſt have no comfort from thy God 2 Ohno, I cannot do ſo. 
If Idie in darkneſs and ſorrow, I will never do ſo. My ſoul 
is as full of fear and hatred of fin as ever, though empty of 
joy and comfort. Surely theſe are no tokens of a foul finally 
abandoned by its God- 

- Inference 4. 


Did God forſake his own Son upon the Croſs ; then the dear- 
eſt of God's people may for a time be forſaken of their God. Think 
it not ſtrange when you that are the children of light, meet 
with darkneſs, yea and walk in it. Neither charge God fool- 
iſhly. Say not he deals hardly with you. You ſee what be- 
fel Jeſus Chriſt, whom his ſoul delighted in. Ir's doubtleſs 
your concernment to expeR, and prepare for days of darkneſs. 
You have heard the doleful cry of Chriſt, my God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me? You know how it was with Fob, 
David, Heman, Aſaph, and many others the dear ſervants of 
God. What heart-melting lamentations they have made up- 
on this account. And are you better than they ? Oh prepare 
for {piritual troubles, I am ſure you do enough every day to 
involve you in darkneſs. Now if at any time this trial befal 
you, mind theſe rwo ſeaſonable Admoniztions, and lay them up 
for ſuch a time. 

Admonition 1. Firſt, Exerciſe the faith of adberence, when 
you hav? loſt the faith of evidence. When God takes away that, 
he leaves this. That is neceflary co the comfort, this to the 
life of his people. It's ſweet to live in views of your intereſt, 
but if they be gone, believe and roll on God for an intereſt. 
Stay your ſelves on your Ged, when you have no light. 1/a. 
50. 10. Drop this anchor in the dark, and do not reckon 21] 
gone, when evidence is gone. Never reckon your ſelves un- 
done whilſt you can adhere ro your God. Dire& as are 
nobje acts of faith, as well as reflexive ones. Yea, and in 
fome reipes to be preferred to them. For, 
| Firſt, 
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Firſt, As your comfort depends on the evidencing as of 
faith. ſo your ſalvation upon the adhering ac of faith. Evi- 
dence comf.rts, but afhance ſaves youe And ſure ſalvation is 
more than comfort. : 

Secondly, Your faith of evidence hath more ſenſible ſiveer- 
neſs, but your faich of adherence is of more conſtancy, and 
continuance. The former is as a flower in its month, the lat- 
ter ſticks by you all the year. 

Thirdly, Faith of evidence brings more joy to you, bur 
faith of adherence, brings more glory co God. For thereby 
you cruſt him when you cannot fee him. Yes, you believe not 
only without, but againſt ſence and feeling. And doubtleſs that 
which brings glory to God, is better chan that which brings 
——— to you. O then, exerciſe this, when you have loſt 
that. | 

Admonition 2. Secondly, Take the right method torecover the 
ſweet light which you have ſinned away from your ſouls, Do not 
g0 about from one to another complaining; nor yet fit down 
deſponding under your burden. Bur, 

Firſt, Search diligently after the cauſe of Gods withdraws- 
ment. Urge him hard by prayer to tell thee whereof he con- 
tends with thee, ob 10. 2. Say, Lord, what have I done that 
ſo offends thy ſpirit > what evil is it which thou ſo rebukeſt > 
I beſeech thee ſhew me the cauſe of thine anger ; have [ 
grieved thy ſpirit in this thing, or in that? was it my negle&t 
of duty, or my formality in duties ? was I not thankful - for 
the ſenſe of thy love, when it was ſhed abroad in my heart ? 
OLord, why is it thus with me? 

Secondly, Humble your ſouls before the Lord for every evil 
you ſhall be convinced of. Tell him ir pierces your hearts 
that you have fodiſpleaſed him. And that it ſhall be a cau- 
tion to you whilſt you live, never to return again to folly. 
Invite him again to your ſouls, and-mourn after the Lord ill 
you have found him- If you ſeek him he will be found of you, 
2Chr.15.2.It may be you ſhall have a thouſand comforters come 
about your fad ſouls in ſuch a time to comfort them. This will 
be to you inſtead of God, and that will repair your loſs of 
Chriſt. Deſpiſe them all, and ſay, Iam refolyed co fit as a 
Widow till Chriſt return; he or none ſhall have my love. 

Thirdly, Wait on in the uſe of means til] Chriſt return. O 
be not Gilſcouraged. Though he tarry, wait you for him, for 
bleſſed are all they that wait for him, SER- 
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After this Jeſus knowing that all things were now accom- 
pliſhed ; that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, ſaith, 
1[ Thirſt 2 


T is as truly as commonly ſaid, death i dry : Chriſt found 
it ſo, when he died. When his Spirits laboured in the 
2gonies of death, then he ſaid, 7 thirſt, 

This is the fifth word of Chriſt upon the Croſs,ſpoken 
2 little before he bowed the head and yielded up the Ghoſt. 
It is only recorded by this Evangeliſt, and there are four things 
remarkable in this complaiat of Chriſt, viz. The Perſon com- 
plaining. The complaint he made. The time when. And 

the reaſon why he ſo complained. 
'C Firſt, The perſon complaining. Feſus ſaid, I thirſf. This is 
2 Clear evidence that it was no common ſuffering. Great and 
reſolute ſpirits will not complain for ſmall matters- The 
ſpirit of a common man will endure much, before it utters any 

: complaint. Let us therefore ſee, 
' Secondly, The affliction or ſuffering he complains of 3 and 
Sitis eſt cu- that is Tir. There are two ſorts of thirſt. One natural and 
piditas nutri proper, another ſpiritual and figurative. Chriſt felt both at 
=*% *#, ane this time. His ſoul thirſted in vehemear deſires and longings 
Mi NUN 1. » . 

1 orta cx:2- LO ACCOMPlith and finiſh that great and difficult work he was 
ref:Rtioze now about. And his body thirſted by reaſon of thoſe un- 
. portiumcor- paralleled agonies it laboured under, for the accompiithing 
Ports antWa- thereof. But it was the proper natural thirft he here intends, 
©.  Whenhe faid, 7rhirf. Now this narural thirſt of which he 
cont, complains, is the raging of the appetite for humid nouriſh- 
Keim, ment, ariting from the ſcorching up of the parts of the body 
. P:yſicks, for want of moiſture. And among(t all the pains and at- 
P- $-Þ flictions 
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flitions of the body, there can (ſcarcely be named a greater, 
and. more intollerable one than extream thirſt. The moſt 
mighty and valiant have ſtooped under it. Mighty Sampſor 
after all his conqueſts and vicories,complains thus, F44.15.18. 
And he was ſore athir#, and called on the Lord, and ſaid, Thoa 
haſt givcn this great deliverance into the hand of thy ſervant, and 
ow ſhall 1 die for thirſt, and fall into the hands of the nncircumciſed? 
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the ſlain, to relieve his thirſt 5; and proteſted, never any drink 


to expreſs the moſt afflicted ſtate. When the poor and needy ſcek 
water and there is none ; and their tongue faileth for thirſt : I the 
Lord will hear them, (. e.) when my people are in extream ne- 
ceſlities under any extraordinary preſſures and diſtreſles z I 
will be-with them, to ſupply and relieve them. Thirſt cauſes 
a moſt painful compreſſion of the heart, when the body like 
a ſponge ſucks and draws forth moiſture,and there is none. And 
this may be occaſioned either by long abſtinence from drink, 
or by the labouring and expence of the ſpirits under grievous 
agonies, and extream tortures ; which like a fire within ſoon 
ſcorch up the very radical moiſture. 


Now though we find not, that Chriſt taſted a drop of li- 


quor {ſince he fate with-the Diſciples at the Table,after thac no 
more.refreſhments for him in this world: yer that was not 
the cauſe of this raging thirſt ; but ir is to be aſcribed to the 
extream ſufferings which he ſo long had conflicted with, both 
in his foul and body. Theſe preyed upon him and drank up 
his very ſpirits. Hence came this ſad complaint, 7 :hir/e. 

Thirdly, Let us conſider the time when he thus complained. 
When all things were now accompliſhed, (aith the Text, (:.e.) when 
all things were even ready td be accompliſhed in his death. 
A little, a very little while before his expiration. When the 
travailing throws of death began to be ſtrong upon him. And 
ſo it was botlya fign of death at hand, and of his love tous: 
which was ſtronger than death; that would not complain 
ſooner, becauſe he would admit of no relief, nor take the leaſt 
refreſhment till! he had done his work. 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, Take notice of the deſign and end of 
his complaint. That the Scriptures might be fuifiled, be ſaith, 1 
thirſt, G, e.) that it might appear for the ſarisfaction of onr 


faith, that whatſoever had __ predicted by the Prophets ; 
1 was 


voſuptatis 

oy . . . haKenus 7 - 
was more pleaſant to him. Hence, 7/ai. 41. 17, Thirſt is par nope 
Plutarch, 
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was'exactly accomplithed even to a circumſtance in him. Now 
it was foretold of him, Pfal. 69. 21. T hey gave me gall for my 
wieat, and in my thirſt, they gave me vinegar 10 aruwik, and herein 


it was verified. Hence the Nete is, 


Do, DoR. That ſuch were the Agonies and extream Sufferings of our 
 Lird Teſus Chriſt unon the Crofs, as drank up hi very ſpirits, and 
made bim cry, 1 thisft, 


Tf I (faid one) ſhould live a thouland years, and every day 
cie a thouſands times the ſame death for Chriſt, that he once 
died for me, yet all this wou'd be nothing to the ſorrows 

. Chriſt endured in his death. Ar this time the Bridegroom 
Kay 1p" Oe Chriſt might, have borrowed the word of his Spouſe, the 
anos % ous Church, Lem. 1. 12+ 1s jt nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? See, 
Cs! . * : nx. oF 
libet &ic mil- and behold, if there be any ſorrow, like unto my ſorrow which is done 
lies mort pro wnto me 3 wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me, in the aay of his 
£0, TT, fierce anger, | 
morte qui ' Here we areto enquire into and conſider the extremities 
ile pro me - . | . 
mortuus eſt and agonies Chriſt laboured under upon the Crofs, which oc- 
ſemel: nihil caſtoned this (aid complaint of thirſt. And then make appli- 


—__ a= cation of it in the ſeveral inferences of truth deducible from 


habuit in ſe. 


Its , & 
Z£imund ds Now the ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt upon the:Crols 
{peculo Eccleſ. were twofold, viz, His Corporeal, and Spiritual Sufferings. 
cap. 23 We ſhall open them diſtin&ly, and then ſhew how both theſe 
meeting together upon him in their fulneſs and extremity 
muſt needs conſume his very radical moiſture, and make him 
cry, 1 :tbirſ#, To begin with the firſt, 

a Fir/?, His Corporeal and more external ſufferings were ex- 
ceeding great, acure, and extreath (ſufferings. For they were 
vers continual, and unrelieved by any inward com- 

or. | 
by Fic They were ſharp ſufferings. For his body was racked 
fair dptns- OT cigged, in thoſe parts where ſence more eminently dwells. 
conplezio- In the hands and feet the veins and ſinews met, and there - 
natum,cum pain and anguith met with them, P/al. 22,16. They digged my 
tormatem hands and my feet. Now Chriſt by reaſon of his exact and 
+4 "5 excelieat temper of body had doubtleſs more quick, tender 
»:r5 tertia, and delicate {ences than other men. His body was fo formed 
41; 6 that it might be a capacious veſſel to take in more fufferings 
tian. 
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than any other body can.Sence is in fome more delicate and ten- 
der, and in others dull, and blunt according to the tempera- 
ment, and vivacity of the body and ſpirits. Bur in none as ir 
was in Chriſt, whofe body was miraculouſly formed on pur- 
poſe to ſuffer unparalleled miſeries and forrows in. A body 
haſt thon firred me, Heb, 10.5. Neither fio, nor: ſickneſs had 
any way enfeebled, or dulled it. : 

Secondly, As his pains were ſharp, ſo they were aniverſet, 
not affecting one, but every part. They ſeized every member. 
From head to foot no member was free from torture. © For 
as his head was wounded with thorns, his back with bloody 
laſhes, bis fide with a ſpear, his hands and feet with nails. So 
every other part was ſtretched and diſtended beyond irs natu- 
ral length, by hanging upon that cruel engine of torment the 
Croſs. And asevery member, ſo every particular fence was 
afflicted, his fight with vile wretches, cruel murderers that 
ſtood about him. His hearing with horrid blaſphemies, belche 
out againſt him. His taſt with vinegar and gall, which they 


gave to ageravate his miſery: his ſmell, with that filthy Got- 


gotha where he was crucified, and his feeling - with exquiſire 
pains in every part. So that he was not only ſharply, bur 
univerſally tormented. | 

T birdly, Theſe univerſal pains were continual, not by fits, 
but withour any intermiſſion. He had not a moments eaſe by 
the ceſſation of pains» Wave came upon wave, one grief 
driving on another; ill all 'God's waves atid billows' had 
gone over him. Tobe in extremity of pain, and chat wirh- 
out 2 moments intermiſſion, will quickly pull down the Rout- 
eſt nature in the world. 

Fourthly, And laſtly; as his pains were ſharp, univerſal, and 
continual ; ſo they were altogether unrelieved by his under- 
ſtanding part, If a man have ſweet comforts flowing into his 
ſow! from God, they will ſweetly demulce and ailay the pains 
of the body. This made the Martyrs ſhout amidſt the flames. 
Yea even inferiour comforts and delights of the mind will 
oreatly relieve the oppreſled body. h 


It's ſaid of Poſſidonivs, that in a great fit of the Stone he ſo- ih 
laced himſelf, with diſcourſes of moral vertoe, and:when the > 
pain twinged him, he would ſay, O pain, thou doſt nothing, ..;..... 


4l) 


though thou art a little troubleſom, I will never confeſs thee -0-5-c:0; 


to be eyil. 


And Epicnrws in the fits of the Colick refreſhed t& <T- » 
Hah 2 himſelf 7 


2, 
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himſelf ob memoriam inventorum, (i e.) by his invention in 
Philoſophy. ; 

But now Chriſt had no relief this way in the leaſt. Not a 
drop of comfort came from heaven into his ſoul to relieve it, 
and the body by it. But on the contrary his ſoul was filled up 
with grief, and had an heavier burden of its own to bear than 
that of the body. So that inſtead of relieving, it increaſed 
unſpeakably the burden of his;outward man. For, _ 

Secondly, Let us conſider theſe inward ſufferings of his ſoul, 
how. great they were, and how quickly ſpent his natural 
ſtrength, and turned his moiſture into the drought of Sum- 
mer. And, - f 

Firft, His foul felt the wrath of an angry God, which was ter- 
ribly impreſt upon ir. The wrath of a King is as the roaring 
ofa Lion, but what is that to the wrath of a Deity ? See what 
a deſcription is given of it in Nehum 1.16, Who can ſtand be- 
fore his indiguation ? And who can abide in the fierceneſs of his at- 
ger ? His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks aye thrown 
down by bim. Had not the ſtrength that ſupported Chriſt been 
greater than that of Rocks, this wrath had certainly over- 
whelmed, and ground him to powder. : 

Secondly, As it was the wrath of God that lay upon his ſoul, 
ſo it was the pure wrath of God, without any allay or mixture. 
Not one dropof comfort came from heaven or earth. All che 
ingredients in his cup were bitter ones. There was wrath 
without mercy ; yea, wrath without the leaſt degree of ſpa- 
ring mercy; for God {pared not his own Sox, Rom. 8. 32. Had 
Chriſt been abated or ſpared, we had not. If our mercies 
muſt be pure mercies, and our glory in Heaven, pure and un- 
mixed glory ; then the wrath which he ſuffered, muſt be pure 
unmixed wrath. Yea, | 

Thirdly, As the wrath, the pure unmixed wrath of God lay 
upon his foul, ſo althe wrath of God was poured out upon him 3 
even to the laſt drop. So that there is not one drop reſerved, 
tor the Ele& to fee]. Chriſt's cup was deep and large, it con- 
cained all the fury and wrath of an infinite God in it. And 
yet he crank it up. Hebare it all 3 fo that to believing ſouls, 
who come to make peace with God through Chriſt; he ſaith, 
Iſa. 27. 4. Fury is not in me. In all the chaſtiſements God 
inflicts ypon his people, there is no vindictive wrath. Chriſt 
bare it all in bis own ſoul and body on the Tree: 

Furthly, 


{fferipgs in his ſoul were. 
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Fourthly, As it was all the wrath of God that lay upon 


Chriſt, ſo it was wrath aggravated in divers reſpe&s, beyond that 


which the damned themſelves do ſuffer. That's ſtrange you will 
ſay, can there be any ſufferings worſe than thoſe the damned 
ſuffer, upon whom the wrath of an infinite God is immediate- 
ly tranſacted! Who holds them up with the arm of his power, 
while the arm of his juſtice lies on eternally. Can any ſor- 
rows be greater than theſe ? Yes, Chriſt's (ufferings were be- 
yond theirs in divers particulars. 

Fir, None of the damned were ever ſo near and dear to 
God, as Chriſt was. They were eſtranged from the womb : 
bur Chriſt lay in his boſom. When he ſmote Chriſt, he ſmore 
the man that was his fellow, Zech.13.7. But in ſmiting them,he 
ſmites his enemies. When he had to do in a way of fatisfacti- 
on with Chriſt, he is ſaid not to ſpare his own Son, Rom. 8.32. 
my was the fury of God poured out upon ſuch a perfon 

ore. 

Secondly, None of the damned had ever fo large a capacity 
to take in the full ſence of the wrath of God, as Chrilſt had. 
The larger any ones capacity is, to underſtand and weigh his 
troubles fully ; the more grievous and heavy is his burden. If 
a man caſt veſlels of greater and lefler quantity into the Sea, 
though all will be full, yer the greater the veſlel is, the more 
water it contains Now Chriſt had a capacity beyond all meer 


creatures, to take in the wrath of his Father. And what deep 


and large apprehenſions he had of it, may be judged by the 
bloody ſweat in the garden, which was the effect of his meer 
apprehenſions of the wrath of God. Chriſt was a large veſlel 
indeed. As he is capable of more glory, ſo of more ſence 
and miſery than any other perſon in the world. OY 
Thirdly, The damned ſuffer not ſo innocently as Chriſt fuf- 
fered, they ſuffer the juſt demerit, and recompence of their 
fin. They have deſerved all that wrath of God which they 
feel, and muſt feel for ever. Ir is but that recompence which 
was meet. But Chriſt was altogether innocent. He had 
done no iniquity, neither was guile found in his mouth, yet ic 
pleaſed the Lord to. bruife him. When Chriſt ſuffered, he 
ſuffered not for what he had done 3. but his ſufferings were 
the ſufferings of a ſurety, paying the debts of others. The 
Meſſiah was cut off, but not for himſelf, Dan. 9. 26. Thus you 
fee what his external ſufferings in his body, and his interna! 


Third'y,. 
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3. Thirdly, Ta the laſt place it is evident that ſuch extream ſut- 
ferings as theſe, meeting together upon him, muſt needs ex- 
hauſt his very ſpirics, and make him cry, / tir, For let us 
conſider, _ : pe 

Firſt, What meer external pains, and outward «fflitions 
can do. Theſe prey upon, and conſume our ſpirits So Da: 
Ge ws Uid COMPlains, Pſal. 39.11. When thou with rebukes, corredteſt 
OICUT nin 24, tha £ : 
uter fumo 14n for iniquity 3 thou makeſt his beauty to conſume away as a Moth, 
maceratur,. (j. e.) look as a Moth frets and conſumes the moſt ſtrong and 
& torrettt 3 zwell wrought garment, anc makes it ſeary and rotten with- 
"T.4. 4. Out any noiſe, fo afflictions waſt, and wear out the ftrongeſt 
H1GU!S GO+ 7 . . * p 
 oribus & bodies. They make bodies of the firmeſt conſticution, like 
continus an old rotten garment. They ſhrivel and dry up the moſt vi- 
matoruim gorous and flouriſhing bady, and make it like a bottle in the 


ſta exhau- {ſmoke Pal 19 $2 
: , "I pl 0 0 - 
—_—- Secondly, Conlider what meer internal troubles of the ſoul, 
X7:r.in Can do upon the ſtrongeſt body. Theſe quickly ſpend its 
IL. ſtrength, and devour the Spirits. So Solomon ſpeaks, Prov. 


17. 22 , 4 broken ſpirit drieth the bones, (i. e.) it conſumes the 
very marrow with which they are moiſtned. So P/al. 32.3, 4 
My bones waxed old, through my roaring all the day long. For day 
and night thy hand was heavy on me 5 my moiſture (or chief ſap) 
# turned into the drought of Summer, What a ſpeRacle of pity 
was Francs Spira become, meerly through the anguiſh of his 
ſpirit > A ſpirit ſharpned with ſach troubles, like a keen 
knife, cuts through the ſheath. Certainly who ever hath had 
any acquaintance with troubles of ſoul, knows by ſad expe- 
rience, how like an internal flame it feeds and preys upon 
the very ſpirits ; ſo that the ſtrongeſt ſtoop, and quail under 
it. Bur 

Thirdly, When outward bodily pains, ſhall meet: with in- 
ward f{piritual troubles z and both in extremity ſhall come in 
one diy; how ſoon muſt the firmeſt body fail and waſt away 
like a candle lighted at both ends! Now Rrength fails a pace, 
and nature muſt fall lat under this load. When the Ship'in 
which Pez#/ {ailed, fell into a place where two Seas met, it 
was Quickly wrackt, and ſo will the be conſtituted body in 
the world, it it fall under both theſe troubles together. The 
ſou! and body ſympathize with each other under trouble, and 
mutually relieve each other. | 

If the body befick and full of pain, the ſpirit ſupports, 
chears, 


bety, 7 his fifth word upon the Crofe, 


Ser. 24. 


chears, 2nd relieves it by reaſon, and reſolution all that it can, 
And if the ſpirit be 2itl.&ed, the body ſympathizes, and helps 


to bezr up the ipirit. Bur now, if the one be over-laid with 
ſtrong pains, more ttian it can bear, and c32lls for aid from the 
other, and tle other be opprefled with intolerable anguilh, 
and cries out under a burden greater than it can bear, fo that 
it can contribute no help, bur inſtead thereof adds ro its bur- 
den which before was above ſtrength to bear. Now nature 
muſt needs fail, and the friendly union betwixt ſoul and body 
ſuffer a diſſolution by ſuch an overwhelming preſlire as this. 
So it was with Chritt, when outward and inivard forrows met 
in one day in their extremity upoa him. Hence the bitter 
cty, I thirſt. 
Inference 1. 

How horrid a'thing is Sin! How great is that evil of evils ! 
Which deſerves that all this ſhou'd be inflited and ſuffered for the 
expiation of it ! ; 

The ſufferings of Chriſt for fin, gives us the true account, 


4t9 


and fulleſt repreſentation of its evil. © The Law (faith one) 7; 5. B. 5» 
* is a bright glaſs wherein we may fee the evil of fins but b# £i! of 
«© there is the Red glaſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt 3 and in that Ev!/s- p-124- 


© we may ſee more of theevil of {in ; than if God thould ler 
«© us down to Hell, and there we ſhould ſee all the rortures, 
& 2nd torments of the damned. If we thould ſee them, how 
& they lie ſweltering under God's wrath there, it were aot fo 
* much as the beholding of ſin, through this Red glaſs of the 
* ſufferings of Chriſt. 

Suppoſe the bars of the bottomleſs pit were broken up, and 
damned ſpirits ſhould aſcend from thence, and come up a- 
mong us z with the chains of darkneſs racttling-at their heels, 
and we ſhould hear che groans, and ſee the gaſtly paleneſs, and 
tremblings of thoſe poor creatures, upon whom the righteous 
God hath impreſe his fury and indignation; it we could hear 
how cheir conſciences are laſhed by the fearful fcourge of 
guilt, and how they fbriek at every lath the arm of Juſtice 
gives them. . ; | | 

If we ſhould fee and hear all this, ic is not fo muci as what 
we may fee in this Texr, where the Son of God under his fut- 
ferings for it, cries out, 1 thirj#, For a5 I ſhewed you before, 
Chriſt's ſufferines in divers reſpzRs were beyond theirs. © 
then, let no! thy vain heart fight fins asif it wore bur a fmall 
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CGiodos's.? 
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thing If ever God ſhew thee the face of fin in this glaſs, 

thou wilt ſay, there is not ſuch another horrid repreſentation 

to be made toa man in all the world. Fools make a mock 

at fin, but wiſe Men tremble at it. : 
Inference t. 

How affiftive and intolerable are inward troubles. Did Chriſt 
complain ſo ſadly under them, and cry, 1 thirſt ? Surely then 
they are no ſuch light matters as many are apt to make of 
them. If chey ſo ſcorcht the very heart of Chriſt, dryed up 
the-green tree, preyed upon his very ſpirits, and turned his 
moiſture into the draught of Summer : they deſerve not to 
be ſlighted, as they are by ſome. The Lord Jeſus was fitted 
to bear and ſuffer as ſtrong troubles as ever befel the nature of 
man, and he did bear all other troubles with admirable pati- 
ence ; but when it came to this, when the flames of Gods 
wrath ſcorched his ſoul ; then he cryes, 71 thirf. 

Davids heart was for courage as the heart of a Lion, but 
when God exerciſed him with inward troubles for fin ; then 
he roars out under the anguiſh of it. 7 amfeeble, and ſore bro- 
ken ; I have roared by reaſon of the diſquietneſs of my heart. My 
heart panteth,my ſtrength faileth me ; as for the light of mine eyes, 
it ts alſo gone from me, Pſal. 38, 8, 10, A wounded Spirit who can 
bear ? Many have profeſſed thar all the torments in the world 
are but toys to it. The racking fits of the Gour, the grinding 
tortures of the Stone, are nothing to the wrath of God, ſer 
on upon the conſcience. What is the worm that never dies, 
but the efficacy of a guilty conſcience ? This worm feeds and 


_ nibbles upon the very inwards, upon the tender and moſt ſen- 


Inſers 3. 


ſible part of man; and is the principal part of Hells horror. 
In bodily paifis, a man may be relieved by proper medicines, 
here nothing but the blood of ſprinkling relieves in outward 
pains the body may be ſupported by the reſolution and cou- 
rage of the mind, here the mind it ſelf is wounded. O let 
none deſpiſe theſe troubles, they are dreadful things. 
Inference 3. | 
How dreadful a place i Hell ! "Where this cry ts heard for ever, 
1 thirſt. There the wrath of the great and terrible God flames 
upon- the damned for ever, in which they thirſt and none re- 
lieve them, If Chriſt complain'd, 7 :hir/#, when he had con- 
fiicted bur a few hours with the wrath of God ; what is their 
ate then, that are to grapple with it for ever ! When millions 
of 
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of years are paſt and gone, ten thouſand millions more are | edax 
coming on. There's aneverlaſting thirſt in Hell, and ir admits m2 con 

. . uref, quoz 
of no relief. There are no full cups in Hell, but an eternal que bach 
unrelieved thirſt. Think on this ye that now add druakennels lis dctettario 
co thirit, who tumble in all ſenſual pleaſures, and drown na- p-Uuit, Tub: 
ture in anexcels of Luxury. Remember what Dives (aid in EO eRENY 
Luke 16. 24. And he cryed and ſaid, Father Abraham, have Bn: f 2 
mercy on me ; and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of ts thrum,gs-, 
finger tn water and cool my" tongue, for 1 am tormented in Grez. 
rhis flame. No cups of water, no bowls of wine. in Hell. FI 

. , , > - - n Engl1(h 

There that throat will be parched with thirſt, which is now cc; 7. 
drowned with exceſs. The ſongs of the Drunkard turned into ing a Dant- 
howlings. If thirſt in the extremity of it be now fo unſuf- zick, rel4re/ 
ferable, what is chac chirſt which is infinitely beyond this in 79777” 54 
meaſure, and never (hall be relieved. Say not it's hard thath,.” ;,.. 
God ſhould deal thus with his poor creatures. You will notjj:n7 :; 
think ic ſo if you confider what he expoſed his own dear Son ( « 3725c4..n: 
to, when fin was but imputed to him. And what that man de- went 72 i 
ſerves to feel, that hath not only mericed Hel), but by re- ;;"5.-"" 


fuſing Chriſt the remedy, the hotteſt place in Hell. the Freers 

there, thei 
entertainment was very noble 5 after he had dined and ſeen all, the Merchant fell to 1 comm 
their ple.xſant lives ; yea, ſaid one of the Fryers to him, we live gallantly indeed, ha4 we ans 
body to go to Hell for us when we die. Mr. Firmins Real Chriſtian. 

In this thirſt of Chriſt we have the livelieſt emblem of 
the ſtate of the damned, that ever was preſented ro men in 
this world. Here you ſee a perſon labouring in extremity under- 
the infinite wrath of the great and terrible God lying upon 
his ſoul and body at once, and cauſing him to utter this dole- 
ful cry, / :hirf, Only Chriſt endured this but a lictle while, 
the damned muſt endure it for ever. In that they difter. As 
alſo in the innocency and ability of the perſons ſuffering. 

And in che end for which they ſuffer. Bur ſurely ſuch as this, 
will the cry of thoſe ſouls be that are caſt away for ever. O 
terrible thirſt ! 

Inference 4. 

How much do nice and wanton Appetites deſerve to be reproved ! Infer, 4. 
The Son of God wanted a drauzhr of cold water to relieve 
him, and could not have it ; God hath given us variety of 
refreſhing creatures to —_—— and we deſpiſe them. ke. 2 
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have better things than a cup of water to refreſh and delight 
us when we are thirſty, and yet are not pleaſed. O that this 
complaiat of Chriſt on the Crols, 1chir/f, were but believing- 
ly conſidered, ic would make you bleſs God, for what you 
now deſpiſe. And beget contentment in you, for the meaneſt 
mercies, and moſt common favours in this world. Did the 
Lord of all things cry, 1thir, and had norhing in his extre- 
wity to comfort him ? and doſt thou who haſt a thouſand 
times over forfeited all temporal, as well as ſpiritual mercies, 
contemn and {light the good creatures of God ! What de: 
ſpiſe a cup of water, who deſerveſt nothing but a cup of 
wrath, from the hand of the Lord ! O lay it to heart, and 
hence learn contentment with any thing. 
Inference 5. 

Did Feſus Chri upon the Croft cry, I thirſt ? then believers ſhall 
never thirſt eternally, T heir thir#t (hall be certainly ſatisfied, 

There is a threefold thirſt, gracious, natural and pena!. The 
gracious thirſt, is the vehemencr deſire of a ſpiritual heart after 
God. Of this David ſpeaks, Pſal. 42. 1, 2. As the Hart panteth 
after the water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My 
ſoul thirfteth for God, for the living God, when ſhall I come and 
appear before God ? And this is indeed a vehement thirſt, ir 
makes the ſoul break with the longings it hath after God, ?/al. 
T19. It's a thirſt proper to believers, who have taſted that 
the Lord is gracious. 

Natural thirſt is(as before was noted) a defire of refreſhment 
by humid nouriſhment, and it's common both to believers and 
unbelievers in this world.Gods dear ſaints have been driven to 
ſuch exrremities in this life,that their congues have even failed 
for thirſt. Mben the poor and needy ſeek water, and there is none,and 
their tongue faileth for thirſt, Ta. 41. 17. And of the people of 
God in their Captivity it's faid, Lam. 4. 4: The tongue of the 
ſucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirf#, The 
young children ask bread, and no man breaketh it untothem. They 
that feed delicately are deſolate in the ſtreets, they that were brought 
up in ſcarlet, embrace dunghills, To this :wany that fear 
the Lord have been reduced. A penal thirſe is Gods juſt 
denying of all refreſhment, or relief ro ſinners in their ex- 
rremities, and that as a due puniihment for their fin. This be- 
levers ihall never feel, becauſe when Chriſt thirſted upon the 
Crols,he made full ſatisfaction ro God in their room. Theſe 

\ufferings 


Serm. 24+ bems his fifth word upon the Croſs. 423 - 


ſufferings of Chriſt, as they were ordained for them, ſo the 
benefits of them are truly imputed to them. And for the n2- 
tural thirſt, that ſhall be ſatisfied. For in Heaven we tha!l 
live without theſe neceſſities, and dependencies upon the crez- 
ture. We ſhall be equal wich the Angels in the way and iz!y+:-: 
manner of living and ſubfiſting, Zuke 20. 36. And for the © i++» 
gracious thirſting of their ſouls for God, it (hail be fully 
ſatisfied. So it's promiſed, Matth, 5. 6. Bleſſed are they which 
hunger aud thirft after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filed. They 
ſhall chen depend no more upon the ſtream, bur drink from 
the ever-flowing fountain it ſelf, P/al. 36. 8. They ſhall be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied with the fatnefs of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt make 
them drink of the river of thy pleaſures. For with thee us the foun- 
tain of life, andin thy light, ſhall we ſee light. There they thail 
drink, and praiſe, and praiſe and drink for evermore. All their 
thirſty defires ſhall be filled with compleac fatisfaRion, O how 
defirable a tate is heaven upon this account / and how thould 
we be reſtleſs till we come thicher ; as the thirſty traveller is 
until! he meet that cool refreſhing ſpring he wants, and ſeeks 
for. This preſent ſtate isa ſtate of thirſting, that ro come of 
refreſhment and fatisfation. Some drops indeed come from 
that fountain by faith, but they quench not the believers 
thirſt. Rather like water ſprinkled on fire, they make ir 
burn the more; but there the thirſty ſoul hath enough. 

O bleſs God that Jeſus Chriſt thirſted under the hear of his 
wrath once, that you might not be ſcorched with it for ever: 
If he had not cryed, / thir/t, you muſt have cryed out of thirſt 
eternally, and never be ſatisfied. 

Inference 6. | 

Laſtly, Did Chriſt in the extremity of his ſufferings, cry, 1nfer. 64 
I thirſt. Then how great beyond all comparets the love of God to 
Sinners. Who for their ſakes expoſed the Son of his love to ſuch ex 
treme ſufferings? 

h Taos conſiderations marvelouſly heighten that love of the 
ather. 

Firſt, His putting the Lord Jeſus into ſuch a condition, 
There is none of as would endure to ſee a Child of our own 
lie panting, and thirſting in the extremity of torments, for 
che faireſt inheritance on earth. Much leſs to have the ſoul 
of a Child conflicting with the wrath of God, and making 
ſuch heart-rending O_ as Chriſt made upon the Crolsz 
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if ve might have the largeſt Empire in the World far it: yet 


ſuch was the ſtrength of the love of God to us, that he wil- 
lingly gave Jeſus Chritt to all this miſery and torture for us. 
What ſhall we call this love ! O the heighth, length, depth, 
and breadth of that love which paſſeth knowledge ! The love 
of God to Jeſus Chriſt was infinitely beyond all the love we 
have to our Children, as the Sea is more than a ſpoonful of 
water : and yet as dearly as he loved him, he was content to 


_ expoſe him to all thisz rather than we ſhould periſh ecernally. 


Secondly, As God the Father was content to expoſe Chriſt 
to this excremi!:y 3 fo in that extremity to hear his bicter cries, 
and dolorous complaiats; and yet not relieve him with the 
leaſt refreſhment till he fainted, and died under it. He heard 
the cries of his Son. That voice, 1 thir/t, pierced heaven, and 
reacht the Fathers ear ; but yet he will not refreſh him in his 
agonies, nor abate him any thing of the debr he was now 
paying, and all this for the love he had to poor ſinners. Had 
Chriſts been relieved in his ſufferings and ſpared, thea God 
could not have piried or ſpared us. The extremity of Chriſts 
ſufferings was an act of Juſtice to him 3 and the greateſt mercy 
to us that ever could be manifeſted. Nor indeed ( tho Chriſt 
ſo bitterly complains of his thirſt) was he willing to be re- 
lieved, till he had finiſhed his work. O love unſpeakable! He 
doth not complain, that he might be relieved, but to manifeſt 
how great that ſorrow was, which his ſoul now felt upon. our 
account. | 

Thirdly, And it ſhould never be forgotten, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was expoſed to theſe extremities of ſorrow, for {inners, the 
greateſt of ſinners z who. deſerved not one drop of mercy 
trom God. This commends the love of God ſingularly to us, 
in that whilſt we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us, ROM. 5. 8. 
Thus the love of God in Jeſus Chriſt ill riſes higher and 
higher in every diſcovery of it. Admire, adore and be ra: 
vithed with che thoughts of this love. 


Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable Gifte 
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The XXXVth, S ERMON, Sn 35. 


Opens the 
ſixth excel- 
lent ſaying of 
Chriſt upon 


JoH. XIX. 30. the Croſs. 


When Jeſus therefore had received the Vmegar, be ſaid 
[ it #s Finiſhed, | and bowed his head, and gave up. 


T i finiſhed, This is the ſixth remarkable word of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt upon the Croſs, uttered as a Triumphant 
ſhout when he ſaw the glorious iflue of all his ſufferings 
now at hand. | | 
Itis bur one word in the original, but in that one word is 772:- 
contained the ſum of all Joy. The very ſpirits of all divine 72247"; 
conſolation. The ancient Greeks reckoned it their excellen- © 7 
cy to ſpeak much in a little. To give a Sea of matter, in a 5." 716; 
dropof language. What they only ſought, is here found. ] Se#. _ 
find ſome variety (and indeed variety, rather than contrarie- _ 
ty) among expoſitors about the relation of theſe words. Some >< ncjus 
are of opinion that the antecedent is the legal Types and Ce- cum alt] 
remonies.. And ſo make this to be the meaning: Jr * finiſh. noftrz _ 
ed: that is, all the Types and Prefigurations that ſhadoweg P!=mentum, 
forth the Redemption of ſouls by the blood of Chriſt, are © "6#l5 
now fulfilled and accompliſhed. And doubtleſs as this is in it teri 112 
ſelf 2 truth, ſo it's ſach a truth as may nothe excluded, as alien dodri; NN 
ro the true ſcope and {enſe of this place. . nexaeſt om- 
And though ir be objected that many Types and Prefigura- © '<8' 
tions remained at this time unſatisfied, even a!] thar looked rg To 
the actual ceath of Chriſt, his continuance in the Rate of the ———_ 
dead, and his reſurrection ; yet it's eafiy removed, by con{j- 
dering that they are faid to be finiſhed, becauſe they were juſt Fi%um ;- 
finiſhing, or ready to be finiſhed. And it is as if Chriſt had cit. quod 


{faid, | am-now putting the laſt hand ro it. A few moments rs rope 


of time more will compleat and finith it I have the ſum now in ; > 6, 
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my hand,which will fully ſatisfie and pay God the whole debt. 

[t is now but bow the head and the work is done,and all the 
Types therein fulfilled.So that this cannot exclude the fulfilling 
of the Types in the death of Chriſt from their juſt claim to the 
ſence of this place. Bur yet though we cannot here exclude 
this ſence, we cannot allow it to be the whole, or principal 
ſenſe. For loe a far greater truth is contained herein, even 
the finiſhing or compleatment of the whole deſign and project 
of our Redemption,and therein of all the Types that pretigured 
it. Both theſe judicious Calviz conjoyns; making the com- 
pleating of redemption the Principe! and the fulfilling of all 
the Types the Collateral and leſs principal ſenſe of ir. | 

Yet it muſt be obſerved, when we ſay Chriſt finiſbed Re- 
demption-work by his death ; the meaning is not that his 
death alone did finiſh it : for his abode in the grave, reſur- 
reRion and aſcention, had all of them their joynt influence in- 
toit : bur theſe being ſhortly to follow are all included in the 
ſcope of this place. According then to the principal ſcope of 
the place we obſerve, 


Do. That Feſus Chriſt hath perfefied, and compleatly finiſhed the 
great work of Redemption committed to him by God the Father, 


To this great truth the Apoſtle givesa full ceſtimony, Heb: 
IO, I4. By one offering he hath perfetted for ever, them that are 
ſantified. And to the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Joh. 17. 4- 1have 
glorified thee onearth; I have finiſhed the work thou gaveſ} me todo. 
Concerning this work and the finiſhing thereof by Jeſus Chriſt 
upon the Croſs ; we thall enquire, what this work was, how 
Chriſt finiſhed it ; and what evidence can be produced for the 
finiſhing of it. 

: Fieſe What was the work which Chriſt finiſhed by his 
eath 2; 

Ic was the fulfilling the whole Law of God in our room, 
and for our Redemprion as a Sponſor, or ſurety for us. The 
Law is a glorious thing. The holineſs of God, thar fiery at- 
tribute, is engraven or ſtampt upon every part of it. Deur. 
33: 2: From his right band went a fiery Law. The jealouſie of 
the Lord watched over every point and tittle of it, for his 
dreadful and glorious name was upon it- Tt curſed every one 
that continued not in all things contained therein, Gl. 3. 10. 


Two 
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Two things therefore were neceffirily required in him that 
ſhould perfealy fulfil it, and both found in var Surety, and 
in him only ; vis. a ſubjective and effeRive perfection. 

Firſt, A ſubjeftive perfefttion, He that wanted this, could 
never ſay it # finiſhed, Perfect working, always follows a per- 
fe being. That he might therefore finiſh this great work of 
obedience, and therein the glorious detign of our Redempri- 
on; loe, in what ſhining and perfect holineſs was he prodyu- 
ced? Luk-:1. 35. That ho'y thing that ſhall be born of thee, ſhall 
be called the Son of God : and indeed, ſuch an High- Prieſt became 
#s, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, Heb. 

7. 26. So that the Law could have no exception againſt his 
perſon. Nay it was never ſo honoured {ince its firſt promul- 
gation, as it was by having ſuch a perfe& and excellent perſon 
2s Chriſt, to ſtand at its Bar ; and give it due reparation. 

' Secondly, There mult be alſo an efetive perfetion, or a per- 
fection of working, and obeying, before it could be ſaid, ic 
is finiſhed. This Chriſt had ; for he continued in all things, 
written in the Law, to do them. He fulfilled all righteouſneſs, 
95 it behoved him to do. Matth. 3. 15. He did all that was 
required to be done. And ſuffered all that was requiſite to be 
ſuffered. He did and ſuffered all that was commanded, or 
threatned ; in ſuch perfection of obedience, both active and- 
paſſive, that the pure eye of divine Juſtice could not find a 
flaw in it. And ſo finiſhed the work his Father gave him to 
do- And this work finiſhed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was 
both a neceſſary, difficult, and pretiovs work. 

Firſt, It was a neceſſary work,, which Chriſt finiſhed upon 
the Croſs. Neceflary upon a threefold account. 

It was neceflary on the Father's account. I do not mean, Opus neceſ- 
that God was under any neceſſity from his nature of redeem- '* ng me 
- ing us this, or any other way. For our Redemption is opas PE EH 
liberi conſilii, an effect of the free counſel of God ; but when 
God had once decreed, and cetermined to redeem and ſave 
poor ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt 3 then it became neceſſary that 
the counſel of God ſhould be fulfilled. Act. 4. 28. To do what- 
foever thy hand, and counſel had before determined tobe done, 

Secondly, It was neceſlary with reſpect to Chriſt. Upon Ex parte E5- 
the account of that previous compact that was betwixt the Þa- '' 
ther and him about it. Therefore it's faid by Chritt himſelf, 

Luk. 22. 22. Truly the Son of Man gotth as it was determined, . 
( &. 6.) 
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G. e.) as it was fore-agreed, and covenanted under the ne- 
ceflity of fulfilling his engagement to the Father, he came 1n- 
ro the world ; and being come, he ſtill minds his engage- 
ment, Joh. 9. 3. Imuft work the works of him that ſent me. 

Thirdly, Yea, and it was no lefs neceflary upon our account 
that this work ſhould be finiſhed, For had not Chriſt finiſh- 
ed this work, fin had quickly finiſhed all our lives, comforts 
and hopes. Without the finiſhing this work, not a Son or 
Daughter of -1dam could ever have ſeen the face of God. 
Therefore it's ſaid, Joh 3. 14,15- As. Moſes lifted up the ſer- 
pent in the wilderneſs, ſo\ muſt | the Son of man be lifted up ; that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
- Oa all theſe accounts the finiſhing of this work was ne- 
ceſlary. 

Secondly, As it was neceſſary this work ſhould be finiſhed, {o 
the finiſhing of it, was exceeding difficult, It coſt many a cry, 
many a groan, many a tear, many a hard tug, before Chriſt 
could ſay it is finiſhed. All the' Angels in Heaven were not 
able by their united ſtrength to lift that burden one inch from 
the ground, which Chriſt bare upon his ſhoulders, yea, and 
bare it away. Bur how heavy a burden this was, may in part 
appear, by his propaſſion in the Garden, ard the bitrer out- 
cries he made upon the Croſs, which in their proper places. 
have been opened. 

Thiraly, and Laſtly, It was a moſt prerious work which 
Chritt finiſhed by his death. "That work was diſpatched, and 
finithed in few hours, which will be the matter of everlaſting 
ſongs and criumphs to the Angels and Saints to all eternity. 
O ir was a pretious vork. The mercies that now flow out of 
this fountain, iz. Juſtification, Sanctification, Adoption, &c, 
are not tv be valued. Beſides the endleſs happinets and glory 
of the coming-world, which cannot enter into the heart of 
man £0 conceive. If che Angels ſang when the foundation 
ſtone was laid, whit ſhouts, what criumphs, ſhould there be 
among the Saints when this voice is heard, 7r is finiſhed ? 

Secondly, Let us next inform our ſelves how, and in what 
manner Jeſus Chriſt finiſhed this glorious work. And if you 
ſearch the Scriptures upon that account, you will find, that 
he fividhed it, obedicntially, freely, diligently and fully. 

Firft, This blefled work was finiiked by Jeſus Chriſt moſt 


ſervi, non Obeatently, Phil. 2.8. He became obedient to death, even the death 


Tei yilis. 


of 


» 
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of the Croſs. His obedience was the obedience of a ſervant, 
bough not ſerviie obedience. So it was foretold of him, be- 
fore he touched this work. Iſa. 50. 5. The Lord God hath opened 
nine ear,and 1 was not rebellious, neither turned away my back (3. e.) 
my. Father told me the very worit of it. He told me whar 
hard and heavy things I muſt undergo, if ever I finiited this 
deſign of redemption; and I was not rebellious. C. e.} I hear- 
tily ſubmitted to, and accepted all thoſe difficulties. For 
there is a Mezoſs in the words. I was content to ſtoop to the 


hardeſt and moſt ignominious part of it, rather than not &- 


niſh it. 

Secondly, As Chriſt finiſhed it obediently, ſo he finiſhed it 
freely. Freedom and obedience in acting are not at all oppa- 
ſite to, or exclafive of each other. A445es his Mother nurſed 
him in obedience to the command of Pharaeh's daughter, ver 
moſt freely, with reſpe& to her own delight, and contear- 
ment in that work. So it's (aid of Chriſt, and that by his own 
mouth. Joh. 10. 17, 18. Therefore doth my Father love me, be- 
cauſe I lay down my life, that 1 might take it again, No man ta- 
keth it from me, but I lay it down of my ſelf ; 1hawve power to lay it 
down, and 1 have power to take it again ; this commandment have 
I received of my Father. He liked the work for the ends fake. 
When he had a proſpect of it from eternity, then were his de- 
lighrs with the Sons of men. Then he rejoyced in the habi- 
table parts of the earth, Prov. 8. 39, 3z. And when he came 
into the world about it, with whar a full and free conſent did 
his heart eccho to the voice of his Father calling him to it? 
Juſt as you (ſhall ſometimes hear an eccho, anſwering your 
voice two or three times over. Plal. 40. Zo, Icome ; 1 delight 
to do thy will; thy Law is within my heart. He finithed the 
work freely. | 

Thirdly, As he finiſhed it freely, ſo he finiſhed ir diligently, 
He wrought hard from the morning of his life to the end of 
it ; he was never idle wherever he was, but went abour doing 
good, ARt. 10 38. Sometimes he was ſo intent upon his work, 
that he forgat to eat bread, Joh. 4. 30, 31. As the life of ſome 
men is bur a_ diverſion from one trifle to another, from ons 
pleaſure to another; ſo the whole life of Chriſt was fpenr and 
eaten up betwixt one work. or another- Never wzs 4 lite {o 
filled up with labour, The very moments of his time, were 


all imployed for God, to finiſh this work. 
K kk Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, and Laſtly, he finiſhed it compleatly and fully, All 

Perfeftan that was to be done by way of impetration, and meritorious 

ſt, cuioitil .edemprion, is fally done. No hand can come after his. An- 

_—_— els C2n add nothing £0 it, That is perfe&ted to which no- 

vote, thing is wanting, and to which nothing can be added. Such 

is the work Chriſt finiſhed. Whatever the Law demanded, 

is per{ectly paid. Whatever a ſinner needs, is perfectly ob- 

tained, and purchaſed. Nothing can be added to what Chriſt 

hath done. He pur the laſt hand to it, when he ſaid, i: is fi- 

niſhed, Thus you ſee what the work was, and how Chriſt fi1- 
nithed it. 

Thirdly, In the Laſt place let us conſider what aſſurance, or 
evidence we have that Chriſt hath ſo finiſhed redemprtion- 
work, Aad if you purſue that enquiry, you will find theſe, 
among other plain evidences of it. 

Non ex di- Prrf, When Chriſt died, redemption-work muſt needs be 

ming acceÞ-y Hnithed, in as much as the obedience and blood'iof Chriſt, was 

ex proprio Of infinite value and efficacy, ſufficiently able ro accomplith all 

vilort. the ends for which it was ſhed. And that not by divine accep- 
tation, but upen the account of its proper value. This effect, 
viz the finiſhing redemption-work meritoriouſly by Chriſt, 
doth not exceed the power of the cauſe to which we affien it; 
viz. the death of Chriſt. And if there be a ſole ſufficient 
cauſe in act, what hinders but the effe&t ſhould follow ? There 
was certaitily enough in Chriſt's blood, to fſatisfle the utmoſt 
demand of Juſtice: wherl that therefore is actually ſhed, ju- 
ſtice is fully paid, and conſequently. the ſouls for whom, and 
in whoſe names it's paid, fully redeemed from the curſe by the 
merit thereof. 

Secondly, It's apparent that Chriſt finiſhed the work, by the 
diſcharge or acquittance God the Father gave him, when he 
raiſed him from the dead, and ſer him at his own right hand. 
If Chriſt the finners Surety be as ſuch, diſcharged by God the 
Creditor ; then the debt is fully paid. Now Chriſt was ju- 
ified, and cleared at his reſurrection, from all charges and 
demands of Juſtice. Therefore it's ſaid, 1 Tim. 3.16. that he 
was Fuſtified in the ſpirit, (;, e.) openly diſcharged, by that ve- 
ry a& of the Godhead, his raiſing him from the dead. For 
when the grave was opened and Chriſt roſe, it vas to him as - 
:2E Opening of the Priſon doors, and ſetting a Surety at liber- 
ly, 7/20 Was Clapt up for another m2n's debt. To the _ 
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fenſe Chriſt ſpeaks of his aſceafion, Fohz 16. 10. The ſpirit 
(faith he) ſhall convince the world of righteouſneſs, ( 5. e.\) of 2 
compleat and perfect righteouſneſs in me, impurable to finners 
for their perfect Juſtification 3 and whereby thall he convince 
and fatisfie them that it is ſo, why, by this, becauſe 7 po to the 
Father, and ye ſee me no mire. There's a great deal of force an: 
weight in thoſe words, becauſe you ſee me no more» For it 
amounts to this much, by this you thall be ſatisfied I have 
fully and compleatly performed all righreouſne(s, and thir by 
my active and paſſive obedience I have fo fully fatisfied Gad 
for you, as that you thall never be charged or condemned ; 
becauſe when I goto Heaven, I ſhall abide there in glory wir! 
my Father, and not be ſent back again, as I ſhould, if any 
thing had been omitted by me. And this the Apoſtle gives 
you alſo in ſo many plaia words, Heb. 10. 12, 13, 14. After 
be had offered one ſacrifice for ſins, for ever ſat down on the rizh: 
band of God. And what doth he infer from that bur the very 
truth before us, verſe 14. that by one offering be bath perfeQcn 
for ever, them that are ſanlified, 

Thirdly, It's evident Chrift hath finiſhed the work, by the 
bleſſed effects of it, upon all that believe in him. For by 
vertue of the compleatneſs of Chrifts work finiſhed by his 
death ; their Conſciences are now rationally pacified, and 
their ſouls at death actually received into glory. Neicher of 
which could. be, if Chriſt had not in this world finiſhed che 
work. If Chriſt had done his work imperfectly, he could 
not have given reſt and tranquillity to the labouring and bur- 
dened ſouls that come to him, as now he doth, Marth. 1 1. 28, 
Conſcience would Rill be hefitating,trembling and unſarisfied. 
And had he not finithed his work, we could nor have entrance 
through the vail of his fleſh, into Heaven 3 as ail that believe 
in him have, Heb. to. 19, 20. If he had but almot done thar 
work, we had been but a/mo/t /aved, thar is certainly damned. 
And thus you ſee briefly the evidences,that the work is ticithed. 
| Inference I. 

Hath Chriſt perfeted and compleatly finithed ail his works 
for us, how [meet a relief i this to us that believe in him, a9ain+ 
all the defetts and imperfeftions of all the works of Goa, that are 
wrought by us, There's nothing tiniſhed that we do. All our 
duties are imperfe& duties, they come off lamely, and de- 
tectively from our hands. It's Chriſts charge againit rhe 
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Church of Sardis, Rev. 3. 2. I have not found thy Works 
m:7>ye2/422, perfect, or filled up before God. O there is much 
- emptineſs, and vanity in the beſt of our duties : but here's 
the grand relief, and that which anſwers to all the grounds of 
our doubts and fears upon that account, Jelus Chriſt hath 
Gnithed all his work. thouzh we can finith none of ours. And 
fo, thouzn we be defetive, poor imperfect creatures in our 
felves; yet notwithſtanding, weare compleat in bim, C01.2.9,10. 
though we cannot perfectly obey, or fulfil one command of 
the Lav, vet is the righteonſneſs of the Law fulfilled in us that be- 
lizve.Rom. 8. 4. Chrifts conpleat obedierce being imputed to 
us, makes us compleat, and withour-fault before God. 

It is true, we ought to be humbled for our defeats, and 
troubled for every failing in obedience; but we ſhould not 
be diſcouraged, though multitudes of we3kneſles be upon us 3 
and many infirmities compaſs us about in every duty we ' put 
our hand to. Though we have no righteouſneſs of our own, 
yet of God, Chriſt is made unto us righteouſneſs 5 and that 
righteouſneſs of his, is infinitely better than our own. Inſtead 
of cur own we havehis ; (3. e.) we have Gold for Dung, O 
blefled be God, for Chriſts perfect righteouſneſs. 

inference 2, 

Jafer. 22 Did Chriſt finiſh his work with his own hand. How dar- 
gerons and diſhonourable a thing is it, to join any thing of our own, 
ro therighteouſneſs of Chriſt, in point of juſtification . before God ! 
Jeſus Chriſt will never endure this. It reflects upon his work 
diſhonourably. He doth not (in this caſe) affe& ſocial glory. 
Net I, and my God ; I, and-my Chriſt did this : he will be 
all, or none in your Juſtification. If he have finiſhed the work, 
what need of our additions? And if not, to what purpoſe 
are they ? Can we fmiſhthat which Chriſt himſelf could not ? 
But we would fain be ſharing witch him in this honour. which 
he will never endure. Did he finiſh the work by himſelf, and 
will he ever divide the glory and praiſe of it with us ? No, no, 
Chriſt is no balf Siviour. Oir's an hard thing to bring theſe 
Proud hearts to live upon Chriſt for righteouſneſs. We would 
jzin add our penny to make up Chriſts Sum. Burt if you will 
have it fo, or bave nothing to do with Chriſt, you and your 
penny muſt periſh together, 1/ai. 50. wir. God gives us the 
7ighteouſneſs of Chriſt, as he gave Manna to the Iſraelites in 
the wilderneſs. It's ſaid, Dent. 8. 16, That he fed them -with 
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Manna inthe Wilderneſs, that he might humble them. The quality 
of the food was not humbling,for ir was Angles food; bur the 
manner of giving it was ſo. They muſt live by faith upon 
God for it, from day to day. This was not like other food, 
produced by their ovn labour. Certainly God takes the 
right way to humble proud nature, in calling ſinners wholly 
off from their own righteouſneſs ro Chriſt for their Juſtift- 
cation. 
Inference 3. 

Did Chriſt finiſh his work for us? Then there can be no 
doubt, but he will al.o finiſh his work in us. As he begun the 
work of our redemption, and finiſhed it ; fo he that hath be- 
gun the £00d work in you will aifo finith it upon your ſouls. 
And of this the Apoſtle faith, he is confident, Fhil, 1. 6. Jeſus 
Chriſt is not only called rhe 4athor, but allo the Finiſher of 
our faich, Heb. 12. 2. If he begin it, no doubt but he will 
finiſh it. And indeed the finiſhing of his own work of Redemption 
wichout us, gives full evidence that he will finiſh his work 
of Sant#ification within us. And that becauſe theie two works 
of Chriſt, have a reſpect, and relation to each other : and 


\uch a relation, that the work he finiſhed by his own death, - 


reſurrection, and afcenfion, would be in vain to us, rf the 
work of {anctification in us ſhould not in like manner be f1- 
niſhed. Therefore as he preſented a perfect ſacrifice to God, 
and finiſhed redemprtion-work ; fo will he preſent every man 
perfe& and compleat, for whom he here offered up himſelf. 
For he will not looſe the end of all his ſufterings at laſt- To 
what purpoſe would his meritorious impetration be, without 
complear and full application ? Be not therefore diſcouraged 
at the defects and imperfections of your inherent grace. Be 
humbled for them, bur be not dejected by,gheni. This 1s 
Chriſt's work, as well as that. That work is finithed, - and fo 
W11] this. 
Inference 4. 

Is Chrifts work of Redemption a compleat ani finithed work ? 
How excellent and comfort able beyond all compare, is the method 
and way of faith ! Surely the way of beiieving is the moſt 
Excellent way in which a poor (toner can approach God, for 
:t brings before him a complear. intire, perfect righteouſneſs 5 
and this muſt needs ve moit honourable to God, moſt com- 
fortable to the ſoul that draws nigh ro God. O what a com- 
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pleat, finiſhed perfe& thing is the righteouſne {s of Chriſt ! 
The ſharp eye of the holy and jealous God cannot find the 
leaſt flaw, or defect in it. Let God, or Conſcience look upon 
it. Turn it every way, view it on every (ide, throughly weigh 
and examine it, it will appear a pure, a perfect piece, con- 
taining in it, whatſoever 1s neceſſary for the reconciling of 
an angry God, or pacifying of a diſtreſſed and perplexed ſoul. 
How pleaſing therefore and acceptable to God multi be that 
faith, which prefents ſo compleat and excellent an attone- 
ment to him ! Hence the ating of our faith upon Chriſt for 
our righteouſneſs, the approaches of Faith to God with ſuch 
2n accepatble preſent, is called the work of God. That is, 
the moſt grateful, acceptable and well pleaſing work to God, 
that a creature can perform, Fohn 6. 29. This is the work of 
God,that ye believe. One act of faith pleaſes him more, than if 
you ihould toil and drudge all your lives at a task of obedience 
to the Law. As it's more for Gods honour, and thy comfort 
to pay all thou oweſt him at one round payment, in one full 
ſum, than ro make a dribling payment by a penny a day, and 
never be able to make full paymear, or ſee the bond cancelled. 
This perfe& work only produces perfect peace. 
» Inference 5. 

Did Chriſt work, and work out all that God gave him to 
do; till he had finiſhed his work : How neceſſary then is a Ia: 
borgous working life to all that call themſelves Chriſtians * The 
life of Chriſt you ſee was a laborious life, Shall he work, 
and we play ? Shall a zealous active working Chriſt, be re- 
proached with idle negligent and lazy followers ? O work,and 
work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling, Phil. 2. 12. 

But if Chriſt wrought ſo hard, we may fic ſtill. If he © 
finiſhed the wagk, nothing remains for us to do. 

Nothing of that work which Chriſt did remains for you to 
do» Irs your commendation and duty to leave all that ro 
Chriſt ; bur rchere's other work for you todo; Yea, fore of 
work lying upon your hands. You muſt work as well as 
Chriſt, though not for the ſame ends Chriſt did. He wrought 
hard to fſatisfie che Law, by fulfilling all righteouſneſs. He 
wrought all his life long,to work our a righteonſneſs ro juſltifie 
you before God: This work falls to no hand bur Chriſts, but 
you muit work toobey the commands of Chriſt, into whoſe 
right ye are come by Redemption. You muſt work to teſtifie 

your 
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your thankfulneſs to Chriſt, for the work he finiſhed for you. 
You muſt work to glorifte God by your obedience. Let your 
light ſo ſhine before men. For theſe and divers other ſuch ends 
and reaſons, your life muſt be a working life. God preſerve 
all his people from the groſs and vile opinions of Antinomian —_ 
Libertines, who cry up grace, and decry obedience. Who ron quzto 
under ſpecious pretences of exalting a naked Chriſt upon the dona gratiz, 
throne, do indeed ſtrip him naked of a great part of hig fed Chri- 
glory, and vilely dethrone him. My pen ſhall nor engliſh, =: Non 
what mine eyes have read. Tell it not in Garh, Ec. 

; _ ſedChriftum: 
Non quzro ſandificationem, ſed Chiiſtum. Ne miki narra fabulam de mediatore, & officio z.. 
narra mihi de Chrifto. Comentarizs de ſtatu Eccleſ. Brit. p. 45. 


Da mihi 


But for thee, Reader, be thou a follower of Chriſt : imi- 
tate thy. pattern. Yea, let me perſwade thee as ever thou 
hopeſt to clear up thine intereſt in him, imitate him in ſuch 
particulars as theſe that follow. 

Firſt, Chriſt began early to work for God. He took the 
morning of his life, the very top of the morning to work for 
God. How #* it (f{aid he to his Parents when he was buta 
child of about twelve years) that ye ſonght me ? Wilt ye not that 
1 muſt be about my Father's buſmeſs ? Reader, if the morning of 
thy life be not gone, oh devote it to the work of God, as 
Chriſt did. If it be, ply thy work the cloſer in the afternoon 
of thy life. If a man have any great and neceſflary buſineſs to 
do, it's good doing it in the morning afterwards a hurry of 
buſineſs and diverſion comes on. 

. Secondly, As Chriſt began betime, fo he followed his work 
cloſe. He was early up, and he wrought hard ; ſo hard, that 
he forgat to eat bread, Joh. 4. 31, 32. So zealous was he, in 
his Fathers work, that his friends thought he had been beſides 
himſelf, Mark 3-21. So zealous, that the zeal of God's houſe 
eat him up. He flew likea Seraphim, in a flame of zeal, abour 
the work of God. O benot ye like Snales. What Auguſtus Quicquid 
faid of the young Roman, well becomes the true Chriitian ; v4t; vale 
whatſoever he doth, he doth it to purpoſe. vult, 

Thirdly, Chriſt often thought upon the (ſhortneſs of his time, 
and wrought hard becauſe he knew his working time would 
be but lictle.” So. you find it, Joh. 9. 4. 7 muſt work: the works 
of bim that ſent me wills it & days the: night cometh, when no 
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man can work. O in this be like Chriſt. Rouze your hearts 
todiligence with this conſideration. If a man have much to 
write, and be almoſt come to the end of his paper 3 he will 
write cloſe, and pack much matter in a little room. 

Fourthly, He did much work for God, and made little 
noiſe. He wrought hard, but did not ſpoil his work when. 
1e had wrought it, by vain oftentation. When he had ex- 
preſt his Charity in his ats of mercy and bounty to men, he 
would humbly ſeal up the glory of it, wich this charge ; /ce 
Je rell no man of it, Matth. 8, 4. he affeted not popuiar air. 
All the Angels in Heaven could not do what Chriſt did, and 
yet he called himſelf a worm, for all that. Pal. 22.6. O imi- 
tate your pattern. Work hard for God, and let not pride 
blow upon it when you have done. Ir's hard for a man to do 
much, and not value himfelf for it too much, 

Fifthly, Chriſt carried on his work for God reſolvedly. No 
diſcouragements would beatchim off, though never any work 
met with more from firſt ro'laft. How did Scribes and Pha- 
riſes, Jews, Gentiles, yea Devils, ſet upon him. by perſecu- 
tions, and reproaches, violent oppoſitions and ſubtil rempta- 
tions 3 bur yer, on he goes with his Fathers work for all that: 
He is deaf to all difcouragements. So it was foretold of him, 
Iſa. 42.4. He ſhall not fail, nor be diſcouraged, O that more of 
this ſpiric of Chriſt, were in his people. O chat in the ttrength 
of love to Chriſt, and zeal for the glory of God 5 you would 
pour out your hezrts in ſervice, and like a River ſweep down 
all difcouragements before you. 

Sixthly, He continued working, whilſt he continued living. 
His life, and labour ended rogether, He fainted not in his 
work. Nay, the greateſt work he did in this world, was his 
laſt work. O be like Chriſt in this, be not weary of well do- 
ing Give notover the work of God, while you can move 
hand or tongue ro promote it. And fee that your lait works, 
be more than your firſt, Olet the motions of your ſoul after 
God, be as all natural motions are, ſwifteſt when neareſt the 
center. Say not it is enough, whilſt there is any capacity of 
doing more for God, In theſe things Chriſtians be 1:ke your 
Saviour. 

Inference 6. 

Did Chriſt finiſh his work. LZook to it Chriftians, that ye 
alſo finiſh your work, which God hath given you to do, That you 

may 
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may with comfort ſay when death approaches, as ChriRt aid, 
Joh: 17. 4- 1 have glorified thee on earth, I have finiſhed the work, 
thou gaveſt me eo ao; and now O Father, glorifie thos me with thine 
own ſeif, Chriſt had a work committed ro him, and he fiaith- 
ed it; you have a work allo committed to you, O ſee that 
you be ableto ſay, it's finiſhed, when your time is 10. O work 
out your own Salvation with fear and trembling : and char ! 
may perſwade you to it, I beſeech you lay thele con{iderati- 
ons cloſe ro hearr. 

Firſt, If your work be not done, before you die, it can ne- 
ver be done, when you are dead. There's n0 work , nor know- 
ledge, nor device in the grave whither thon goeft, Ecclel. 9. 5, 10, 
They thar go down to the pir, cannot celebrate the name cf 

God, I1/a. 38. 18. Death binds up the hand from working any 
more; ſtrikes dumb the tongue, that it can ſpeak no more : 
for then the compoſition is diſſolved. The body which is che 
ſouls tool to work by, is broken, and thrown afide, The ſou! 
it ſelf preſented immediately before the Lord, to give an ac- 
count of all its works. O therefore (ſeeing the night cometh, 
when no man can work, as Chriſt ſpeaks, 7ch. 9g. 4. make 
haſte and finith your work. 

Secondly, If you finiſh not your work, as the ſeaſon of work- 
ing, ſo the ſeaſon of mercy will be over at death. Do nor 
think, you that have neglected Chriſt all your lives, you that 
could never be perſwaded to a laborious holy life, that ever 
your cries and entreaties ſhall prevail with God for mercy, 
when your ſeaſon is paſt. No, no, it's too late. - Will God hear 
his cry when trouble comes upon him ? Job 27.9. The ſeaſon of 
mercy is then over; as the rree falls ſo it lies. Then he thar is 
holy (hall be holy ſtill, and he that 1s filthy (hall be filthy (till. 
Alas,-poor ſouls, you come too late. The Mafter of the houſe 
is riſen up, and the doors are ſhut, Luk: 19. 42. the ſeaſon is 
over. Happy had it been it ye had known the day of your 
viſitation. 

Laflly, If your work be not finithed when you core to die, 
you can never finiſh your lives with comfort, He thar hath 
not finiſhed his work wich care, Can never finith his curſe with 
joy. Oh whata diſmal cafe is that foul in, that finds it felf 
ſurprized by death in an unready poſture ! To lie thivering 
upon the brink of the grave, ſ{iying, Lord, what will become 


of me! O1 cannot, I dare not die. For the poor fonl to 
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ſhrink back into the body, and cry 3 Oh it were better for me to 
do any thing than die. Why what's the matter? Oh, Iamin a 
Chriſtlefs irate, and dare nor go before that awful Judgement- 
ſear. If I had in ſeaſon made Chriſt ſure, I couid then die 
with peace. Lord, what ſhall I do 2 How doſt rhou like 
this, Reader 2 Will this be a comfortable cloſe > When one 
2:ked a Chriſtian that conſtantly {peat (tx hours every day in 
prayer, why he did ſo? He anſwered, O 1 muſt die, 1 muſt 
die. Well then, look to it that ye finiſh your work as Chriit 
alſo did his. 


Serm. 36 © The XXXVIth SERMON. 


Opens the ſe- 
venth and laſt — ppg 
word with | 

which Chriſt LuK. XXII 46. 

breathed out 
bs foul. 


And when Jeſus had cried with a loud yoice, he ſaid, 
Father, into thy hands 1 commend my ſpirit, and 
having ſaid thus, he gave up the ghoſt. 


| Chrift upon the Croſs, with which he breatheth ont 

his ſoul. They were David's words before him, Pſal. 

31.5. and for ſubſtance Srepher's after him, 48.757. 

They are words full both of faith, and comfort. Fit to be 

the laſt breathings of every gracious ſout in this world. They 
are reſolvable into theſe five particulars. | : 

The Perſon depoſiting, or committing, The Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
who in this as well as in other things acted as a common perſon, 
as the head of the Church. This muſt be remarked carefully, 
for therein lies no (mall part of a believers conſolation. When 

| Chriſt commends his ſoul to God, he doth as it were bind up 

Non privato a[] the fouls of the Elect in one bundle with itz and ſolemnly 

ul relpettu preſent them all with his, to his Fathers acceptance. To this 
pzrci ani» Purpoſe one aptly ſences it. 


mum, ſed omnium fidelium ſuorum ayimas quaſi uno faſciculo complexas, ut ſimul cum 
fua ſeryentur, D, Parews. 
This 


T5 are the laſt of the laſt words of our Lord Jeſus 
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This commendation made by Chriſt, turns to the ſingular 

profit and advantage of our ſouls; in as much as Chriſt by 

this very prayer, hath delivered them into his Fathers hand, as Hxc Chris; 

a precious treaſure, when ever the time comes that they are commenda- 

ro be looſed from the bodies which they now inhabit. Jeſus £2 12 2ni- 

Chriſt neither lived nor dyed for himſelf, but for believers. gm 2 
. ym A , Uiil CON. 

What he did in this very a&, refers to-them as well as to his modu: ce. 

own Soul. You muſt look therefore upon Chriſt in this laſt devat. Quip- 

and ſolemn act of his life,as gathering all the ſouls of the Ele& P* 9495 i. 


together, and making a ſolemn tender of them all, with his {©2078 . 
own ſoul to God. onmlwrcy 
abſolutas, 


quaſi quodam depoſitum,in Dei viventis manuex oratione tradebat.ViF. Antioch. inMar \ 5. 


Secondly, The depoſitory, or perſon to whom he commits this 2. 
precious treaſure, and that was his own Father. Father into jyy.c 114. 
thy hands I commit, Father is a ſweet encouraging affuring patris a!:a 
Title. Weil may a Son commit any concernment how dear Dci poter- 
ſoever into the hands of a Father. Eſpecially ſuch a Son, into © #t32-ii- 
the hands of ſuch a Father. By the hands of the Father into ©2"© v©*? 
which he commits his ſoul, we are not to underſtand the þc: pra fidi- 
naked or meer power, but the Fatherly acceptation and pro- um, &c. 
teion of God. | Par ous. 

Thirdly, The depoſitum, or thing committed into this hang, 
[ny Spirit] 3, e. my foul, now inſtantly departing, upon the 3. 
very point of ſeparation from my body. The foul is the 
moſt precious of all treaſures, ir's call'd the darling,P/a. 35. 17. wp 
Or theonly one, {4.e.) that which is moſt excellent, and there: jp,;0!7 ne. 
fore moſt dear and precious. A whole wor!d is but a trifle, im. 
if weighed for the price of one Soul, Marth, 16.26, This 
ineſtimable treafure he now commits into his Fathers hands. 

Fourthly, The 4& by which he puts it into that faithful qe 
band of the Father T-e:8% a I commend. We rightly render T*<5-77uer, 


by 
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it in the preſent tenſe, rhough the word be furure, For with -,'- 


theſe r.ords he breathed cur is Soul. This word 15 of the fame coulmonoe- 
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F, Fifthly, And laſtly, the laſc thing obſervable is, the manner 
in which he uttered theſe words. And that was with a loud 
voice. Re ſpake it that all might hear ir, and that his enemies 
who jadged him now deſritute, and forſaken of God, might 
ke convinced that he was not ſo. Bur that he was dear to 
his Father ſtill; and could pur his ſoul confidently into his 
hands. Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit. Taking 
then theſe words, not only as fpoken by Chriſt the Head of 
all believers ; and ſo commencing their ſouls to God with 
his own, but aiſo as a pattern, teaching them what they ought 
to do themſelves, when they come to die. We obſerve, 


DoF. Dot. That dying believers are both warranted, and encouraged by 
Chriſt's example, believingly to commend their precious Souls into 
the hands of God, 


Thus the Apoſtle dire&s the Faith of Chriſtians, tocommicr 
their ſouls to Gods tuition and Fatherly prorection when they 
are either going into priſons, or to the ſtake for Chriſt, 1 Per. 
4. 19. Let them ( ſaith he) that ſuffer according to the will of 
God, commit the keeping of thcir ſouls to him in well doing, as unto 
a faithful Creator. 

This Propolition we will confider in theſe two main 
branches of it, /c. what is implied and carryed in the ſouls 
commending it {elf to God by Faith, when the time of ſepa- 
ration is come. And-what warrant or encouragement gracious 
fouls have for their ſo doing. . 


T. Firſt, What is implied in this AR of a believer, his com- 
- nrpy or committing his ſoul - into the hands of God ar 
eath ? 


| And if it be throughly weighed, you will find theſe fix 
Qiu in ings at leaſt carried in it. 

| os > woke Fir/?, It implies this evidently in it, that the ſoul out-lives the 
cradet, non body, and fails not as to its being, when its body fails. Ir feels 
«Aabitin rhe houſe in which it dwelt dropping into ruins, and looks out 
rn _ for 2 new habitation with God. Father, into thy hands I com- 
OE. mend my Sjirit, The ſoul underſtands it ſelf a more noble being 
4iciem ce- than that corruptible body, to which it was united ; and is 
ipofiterian 
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- now to leave in the duſt. It underſtands its relation to the F4- 
ther of ſpirits, and from him it expects protection and pro- 
viſion in its unbodied ſtate 3 and therefore into his hands it 
puts it ſelf, If it vaniſhed or breathed into air, and did nor 
ſurvive the body s if it were annihilated ar death, ic were bur 
a mocking of God to fay when we die, Father, into thy hands 
I commend my ſpirit. 

Secondly, It implies the ſouls true reft to be in God. See which 
way its motions and rendencies are, not only in life, but in 
death alſo. It bends to ifs God. Ir rol!s, it even puts it ſelf 
upon its God and Father : Father, into thy hands, God is the 
Center of all gracious Spirits. . While they tabernacle here, 
they have no reit but in the boſom of their God. Whea 
they go hence, their expectation and earneſt defires are to 
be with him. It had been working after God by gracious 
defires before, it had caſt many 2 longing look heaven-ward Ruere in am- 
before, but when the gracious ſoul comes near its God, (as PF: 
it doth in a dying hour) then it even throws it fe)f into his 
arms. As a Riverthzraiter many curaings and windings, at , 

- 4 2 : . OQCcus nee 
laſt is arrived to the Ocean it pours it ſelf with a central ;caum 
force into the boſom of the Ocean, and there finiſhes its weary valet, neque 
courſe. Nothing bur God can pleaſe it in this world, and c&liameni- 
nothing but God can give it content when it goes hence. Ir oy 90, per: 
is not the an:cenity of the place, whither the gracious ſoul 5,5 
is going, but che boſom of the bleſled God who dwells there, vearirudinem 
that it ſo veltmently pants after. Not the Fathers houſe, bur auget ; niſi 
the Fithers arms and boſom. Father, into thy hands 1 commend —_ Det ha- 
my Spirit. Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee ? And on Earth there 5-9 oe; 
z none that 1 deſire in compariſion of thee, Plal. 73- 24, 25+ deſcenſu. Lib, 

Thirdly, It alſo implies the great value believers have for their 2. p. 132. 
ſouls. That's the precious treaſure. And their main folicitude 
and chief care is to ſee it ſecured in a ſafe hand. Father, into 
tby bands I commit my Spirit, they are words ſpeaking the be- 
lievers care for his ſoul. That it may be fafe, whatever be- 
comes of the vile body. A believer when he comes nigh ro 
death, ſpends but few thoughts about his body ; where'it thall 
be laid, or how it (hzl] be diſpoſed of : he truſts that in the 
hands of friends; but as his great care ail along was for his 
foul, ſo he expreiles it in theſe his very laſt breathings, in 
which he commends ir into the hands of God. It 15 not Lord 
Jeſus receive my body, take care of my Guit, but receive my 
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Spirit: Lord, ſecure the Jewel, when the Casket is broken. 
Fourthly, Theſe words imply the deep ſenſe that dying believers 
have of the great change that us coming upon them by death; when 
all wvifeble and ſenſible things are ſhrinking away from them, and 
failing, They feel the world, and the bett comforts in i: failing. 
Every creature and creature comfort failing. For at deat 
we are ſaid to fail, Luke 16. 9, Hereupon the ſoul claſps the 
cloſer about its God, clings more cloſe than ever to hum. Fa- 
ther,into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. Not that a meer nece(- 
ſity puts the ſoul upon God. Or that ir cleaves to God, becauſe 
it hath then nothing elſe ro take hold on. No, no, it choſe 
God for its portion when it was in the midſt of all its out- 
ward enjoyments, and had as good ſecurity as other men have 
for the long enjoyment of them ; but my meaning is, that 
2/though gracious ſouls have choſen God for their portion,and 
do truly prefer him to the bett of their comforts ; yet in this 
compounded ſtate, it lives not wholly upon its God ; but 
partly by faith, and partly by ſenſe. Partly upon things (een, 
and partly upon things not ſeen. The creatures had ſome 
intereſt in their hearts, alas, roo much: but now all theſe are 
vaniiing, and it ſees they are ſo I ſhall ſee man no more, with 
che inhabitants of the world, (ſaid {ick Hezekiah) hereupon 
it turns it ſelf from them al], and caſts it ſelf upon God for 
all its ſubfiſtance. Expecting now to live upon its God intirely, 
as the blefled Augels do. And fo in faith they throw them- 
{elves into his arms. Father, into thy hands { commend my Spirit, 
Fifthly, It implics the attunement of God, and his full reconcilia- 
tion r0 believers, by the blood of the great ſacrifice, F\ſe they 
Curſt never commit their fouls into his hands, For it # a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the bands of the living God, Heb. 12. 29, 
(2. e.) of an abſoiure God, a God unatroned by the cftering: 
up cf Chritt. The foul dare no more cat? it (elf into the 
bzrd of God without fuch an attcning facrifice, than it dares 
anproach to a cevouring fire. And indeed the reconciliation 
(; 
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" God by Jelus Chrift, as it is the giound of all our accep- 
rznce with God 3 for wie are mace accepted 1h the beloved. 
<6 1t's plainiy carried in the order or manger of the reconciled 
fouls committing it {elf to him ; for ir fir't caits it ({<]F into 


« 


the hands of Chriſt, then into tne hands of Cud by him. 
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bind ic would be pur into the Fathers hands, 
Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, And laſtly, It implies both the efficacy, and excellency 
of Faith in ſupporting and relieving the ſoul at a time when nothing 
elſe ts able to do it, Faith is its conduct, when it 15 at the greateſt 
loſs, and diſtreſs that ever it met with. Ir ſecures the ſoul when 
it 15 turned our of the body. When heart and fleſh fail, this 
Jeads it to the rock that fails not. Ir ſticks by that ſoul till it 
ſee it ſafe throngh all rhe territories of Satan, and ſfe Land- 
ed upon the ihore of Glory ; and-then is ſwallowed up in vi- 
fion. Many a favour it hath ſhewn the ſoul while it dwelt in 
its body. The great ſervice it did for the ſoul was in the 
time of its eſpouſals to Chriſt, This is the marriage knor. 
The blefled bond of union betwixt the ſoul and Chriſt, 
Many a relieving fight, ſecret and ſweet ſupport it h:th re- 
ceived from its fair' fince thatz but ſurely 1ts firſt and laſt 
works are its-moſt glorious works. By faith it firſt ventured 
it ſelf upon Chriſt. Tirew it ſelf upon him in the deepeſt 
ſenſe of its own vileneſs, and utter unworthine(s, when ſenſe, 
reaſon and multitudes of temptations ſtood by contradicting 
and diſcouraging the ſoul. « By faith it now caſts it felf into 
his arms, when it's lanching out into valt eternity. p 
They are both noble as of Faith, but the firſe no douber 
is the greateſt and moſt difficult, For when once the ſoul is 
intereſled in Chrift, it's no ſuch difficulty to commir it ſelf 
into his hands, as when it had no intereſt at all in him. TIr's 
eaſier for a Child to caſt himſelf into the Arms of its ovn 
Father in diſtreſs, than for one that hath been both a ſtranger 
and enemy to Chriſt, to caſt it ſelf upon him, that he may be 
a Father, and a friend toit. | : 
And this brings us upon the ſecond enquiry I promiſed tg 
ſatisfie, /c- ; 
Secondly, What warrant, or incouragement have gracious 2: 
ſouls to commit themſelves at death, into the hands of God ? I 
anſwer, much every way : all things encourage and warrant 
its ſo doing. For, 
Firſt, This God upon whom the believer rolls himſelf at 
death, is its Creator. . The Father of irs being. He created, 
and inſpired it, and fo it hath relation of a Creature to a Crea- 
tor, yea, of a creature now in diſtreſs, to a fairhful Creator, EG 
1 Per. 4.19, Let them that ſuffer according to the will of God, +207 pore 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to himin well doing ; as 10 a (. faith- —— 


ful Creator.) It's very true, this fingle relation in its felt __ 
| ite 
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little ground of encouragement z unleſs the creature had con- 
ſerved that integrity in which it was originally created. And 
they that have no more ro plead with God for acceptance, but 
gi;eir relation to him as creatures, to a Creator 3; will doubt- 
leſs find that word made good to their little comfort, /ſa.27.11, 
It is a feople of no underſtanding, therefore he that made them, will 
not have mercy 0n them, and he that formed them, will ſhew them 
#0 favour. But now, grace. brings that relation into repute. 
Holineſs ingratiates us again, and revives the remembrance of 
this relation. So that believers only can plead this. 

Secondly. As the gracious foul is his creacure, ſo it « hi re- 
deemed creature. One that he hath bought, and chat with a 
great price, Even with the pretious bluod of Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Pet. 1.18. This greatly encourages the departing ſoul, to 
commit ic felf into the hands of God, fo you find, F/al. 31. 5. 
Into thy hands 1 commend. my Spirit, thou haſt redeemed it, O Lord 
God of truth. Surely this is mighty encourageinent, to pur it 
ſelf upon God ina dyiog hour. Lord, i am not only thy 
cteature, but thy redeemed creature. One that thou haſt 
bonzhe with a great price. O I have coſt thee dear. For 
my fake Chriſt came from thy boſom, and is it imaginable 
that after thou haſt in ſuch a coſtly way, even by the expence 
of the xrerious blood of Chriſt redeemed me 3 thou thouldſt 
at laſt excjude me? Shall the ends both of Creation, and Re- 
deuwption of this ſoul be loſt rogerher 2 Will God form ſuch 
an Exce)jlent creature as my ſoul is. in which are ſo many won- 
ders of the wiſdom and power of its Creator? Will he be 
contem when {in had marr'd the frame, and defaced the glory 
of it, rorecover it to himſelf again by the death of his own 
dear Son, and after ail this cait it away, as if there were no- 
thing 1n all this ? Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. 
I know thou wilt have a reſpe& to the work of thy hands. 
Eſpecially to a redeemed creature, upon whick thou haſt been 
out fo great ſums of Love 3 which thou haſt bought ar ſo dear 
a rate. 

Thirdly, Nay that's not all ; the gracious ſoul may confident- 
ly and ſecurely commitr ir ſelf into the hands of God when ir 
parts-with its body at death ; not only becauſe it is his crea- 
ture, his redeemed creature, but becaule it is his renewed crea- 
zure alſo. And this lays a firm ground for the believers confi- 
dence of acceptance, not that it is the proper cauſe or reaſon 
of 
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of its acceptance bat as it is the ſouls beſt evidence that it is ac- 
cepted with God, and ſhall not be refuſed by him, when it 
comes to him at death. For in ſuci a ſoul there is a double 
workmanſhip of God, both glorious pieces, though the laſt 
exceeds in glory. A natural workmanſhip, in the exceilent 
frame of that noble creature the ſoul. Anda gracion: workman* 
ſhip upon that again. A new creation upon the old. Glory 
upon Glory. We are his workman(vip, created"in Chrift 7eſws x 
Eph. 2. 10. The Holy Ghoſt caine down from heaven on pur- 
pole to create this new workmanſhip. To frame this new 
creature. And indeed it is the Top and Glory of a!l God's 
works of wonder in this world. And muſt needs give the 
believer encouragement to commit it ſelf ro God whether at 
ſach a rime, it ſhall refle& either ypon the end of the work, or 
upon the end of the workman; both which meer in the ſalya- 
tion of the ſoul ſo wrought upon, the end of the work is our 
glory. By this we are made meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the Saints in light, Col. 1. 12. It is alſo the deſign and 
end of him that wrought ic, 2 Cor. 5. 5. Now he that hath 
wrought us forthe ſelf ſame thing is God, Had he not defizned 
thy foul for glory,the ſpirit ſhould never have come npon ſuch 
a ſancRifying deſign as this. Surely it ſhall nor fail of a reception 
into glory, when it's caſt out of this Tabernacle. Such a 
work was not wrought in vain, neither can it ever perith. 
When once ſanRification comes upon a ſon], it to roots it {elf 
in the ſoul, thac where the ſoul goes, ic goes. Gifts indeed, 
they die. All natural excellency and beauty, that goes away 
at death, Job 4. «lt. But grace aſcends with the ſoul. Ir is a 
ſanctified, v hen a (ſeparate foul. And can God thut the door 
of Glory upon ſuch a ſou], that by grace is made meet for the 
inheritance ? O it cannot be. 
Fourthly, As the gracious ſon] is a renewed fou!, fo it is alfy 
2 Sealed Srul, God hath ſealed it in this world for that ory, 
into which it is now toenrer atdeath. All gracious ſouls are 
ſealed objectively, (1. & ) tney have thoſe works of grace 
wrought on their ſouls, which do (as bur now is ſaid) aſcer- 
tain and evidence their Title to glory. And mz:ny are fealed 
formally, That is, the ſpirit helps them clearly ro diſcern their 
intereſt in Chriſt, and all che promiſes This both ſecures hea- 
ven to the foul 1n it elf, and becomes alſo an earneſt or 
pledge of that glory in the unſpeakable joys and comforts that 
| M m m it 
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it breeds in the ſou]. So you find, 2: Cor. 1. 22. Who bath ſeal- 
ed us, ard given us the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts. God's 
ſealing uz gives high ſecuricy. His obje4ive ſeal m3kes it ſure 
in it (elf, bis formal. feal makes. it ſo to us. Bur if over-and 
above all this, he will plezte as a fruit of chat his ſealing, ro 
give us thoſe l1e2venly unexpreſtibie joys and comforts which 
are the fruic of his formal ſealing work, to be an earneſt, a 
foretaſt and hanſel of that glory, how can the ſoul that hath 
found 3211 this, doubt in the leaſt of a rejection by its God, 
when at death it comes to him ?. ſurely if God have ſealed, he 
will not refuſe you. If he have given you his earneſt, he will 
not ſhut you out. God's earnelt is not given in Jeſt: 
Fifthly, Moreover, every gracious ſoul may confidently caſt 
it ſelf into the arms of its God when it goes hence, with Fa- 
ther, intothy hands I commit my Spirit. For as much as every 
gracious ſoul is a ſoul in Covenant with God, and God ſtands ob- 
liged by his Covenant and Promiſe to ſuch not ro caſt them 
our when they come uuto him. As ſoon as ever thy ſoul be- 
came his by regeneration, that Promiſe became its own, Heb. 
13. 5. 1will never leave you, nor forſake you: And will he leave 
the  ſoul-now at a pinch, when it never had more need of a 
God to ſtand by ir than it hath then ? every gracious ſoul is. 
entitled to that Promiſe, Job. 14. 3. 1 will come again and re- 
ceive you tomy ſelf. And will he fail to make it good, when 
the time of the Promiſe is come, as at death ir is ? It cannot 
be. Multitudes of Promiſes, the whole Covenant of Pro- 
miſes give ſecurity tothe ſoul againſt the fears of rejeRion, or 
negle& by God. And the ſouls dependance upon God, and 
hanging upon a promiſe, its very rolling it ſe]f upon God from 
the incouragement the word gives it, adds tro the iogagement 
upon God. When he ſees a poor ſoul that he hath made, re- 
deemed, ſanctified, ſealed, and by folemn Promiſe engaged 
himſelf to receive, coming to him at death, rolling it (elf up- 
on his faichfulneſs that promiſed, ſaying as David, 2 Sam.23.5. 
Though, Lord, there be many defects in me, yer thou haſt made 
a Covenant with me," well order'd in all things and ſure ; and this 
is all my ſalvation, and all my hoge, Lord, I am reſolved to 
ſend 0t my foul in an at of Faich. I will venture it upon the 
credir of thy Promifte. How can God refuſe ſuch a ſoul 2 
How can he pur ic off when it fo puts iclelf upon him ? 
Sixthly, Bur this is not all, che gracious ſoul ſuſtains many in- 
thmate 
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timate and dear velations to that God into who'e hands it commends 
it ſelf at death. It's his Spouſe, and the confiderarion of fach a 
day of Eſpouſals, may well encourage it to calt it feif into the 
boſom of Chriſt, its head and husband. Ir is 2 merber of his 
body, fleſh and bones, Eph. 5. 3o. It is his child, and he its 
everlaſting Father, 1/a. 9-6. Ir's his friend. Henceforth ſaith 
Chriſt, I call you not ſervants, but friends, Joh 15.15. What 
confidence may theſe and all other the dear relitions Chriit 
owns to the renewed foul beget in ſuch an hour as this is. 
What husband can throw off the dear wife of his boſom, who 
in diſtreſles caſts her (elf into his arms ! What Farther can thu: 
the door upon a dear child that comes to him for refuge, ſay- 
ing, Father, into thy hands I commit my ſelf ! 

Seventhly, and Laſtly, The unchangableneſs of God's love 
to his people gives confidence they (hall in no wiſe be caſt our. 
They know Chriſt is the ſame to them at laſt, he was at firſt. 
The ſame in the pangs of death, as he was in the comforts of 
life. Having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them to the end, Foh. 13.1. He doth not love as the 
world loves, only in proſperity. But they are as dear to him 
when their beauty and ſtrength is gone, as nhen it was in the 
greateſt flouriſh. If we live, we live to the Lord; and if 
we die, we die to the Lord ; ſo then, whether we live, or 
die; weare the Lords, Kom. 14. 8. take in all theſe things 

fand weigh them borh apart. and together, and ſee whether 
they amount not to a full evidence of tie truth of this poinr, 
that di ing believers are both: warranted and incouraged to 
commend their {ou's into rhe hands of God. Whether they 
bave nor every cone of them caule to (ay 2s the Apoltle did, 
2 Tim. 1.12. / know wiom I have believed, and am perſwaded, 
thar he is able to keep that which I nave committed to him again;t 
that day, The improvements of ali this you have ia the fol- 
lowing practical Deductions. 

Deauttion I. 

Are dying believers oaly warranted ana encouraged thr to com- Dedutt, I, 
a:end their ſouls into the hanasof God. Wiat a (ad firatght then 
muſt all dying unbelievers be in avout their fouls > SUCi Logs will 
f3'l into rhe hands of God. but that's their miſery, nor their 
priviiedge. They are put pur. by faich into the hands of mercy, 
but fall by fio into the hands of - juice. Not God, bur the 
ÞDevilis their Father, Job. 8. 4. Whither thould the child go. 
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but to its own Father ? They have not one of thofe foremen- 
tioned encouragements to caſt themſelves into the hands of 
God, except the naked relation they have to God as their 
Creator, and thar's as good as none, without the new crea- 
tion, If they have nothing bur this to plead for their ſalva- 
tion, the Devil hatch as much to: plead as they. Ir's the new 
creature that brings the firſt creation into repute again with 


od- 

O diſmal ! O deplorable caſe ! A poor ſoul 1s tarning out 
of houſe and home, 2nd knows not where ro go. It departs 
and immediately falls into the hands of juſtice. The Devil 
lands by waiting for ſuch a ſoul whom God will throw to 
him, as a Dog for a cruſt. . Little, ah litcle do the friends of 
ſuch a one thiak whilſt they are honouring his duſt by a ſplen- 
did and honourable funeral, what. a caſe that poor ſoul is in 
that lately dwelt there 3 and what fearful ftraights and extre- 
mities it is now expoſed ro. They will cry indeed, Lord, 
Lord, open to us, atth. 7. 22. But to how little purpoſe are 
their vain cries Will Goqg. hear him waen he cries, Fob 
27. 9. It's a lamentable caſe. 

Deduion 2. | 
Dednii, 2, Will God graciouſly accept, and faithfully keep what the Saints 
commit to him at death, how carefal then ſhould they be to keep what 
GoA commits to them, to be kept from him while they live, You 
have a great truſt to commit to God when you die, and God 
hath a great truſt ro commit to you whilſt you livezyou expet 
that be ſhould faithfully keep what then you ſhall commit to 
his keeping ; and he expects you ſhould faithfully keep, what 
he now commits to your keeping. O keep what God com- 
mits to you, as you expect he ſhould keep your fouls when you 
commit them unto him. IF you keep his truths, he will keep 
your ſouls. Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience, 1 alſo 
Till keep thee, &c. Rev. 3.10. Be faithful ro your God, and you 
ſhall find him faichful ro you- None can pluck you out of his 
hand, ſee that nothing wreſt his truths out of your hands. 1f 
we deny bim, he alſo will deny us, 2 Tim. 2. 12. Take heed leſt 
thoſe eſtates you havegotten as a bletkng attending the Goſpel, 
keFgiv p2- prove a temptation to you to betray the Goſpel. Religion 
per: @210- ({aich one) brings forth Riches, bur tht;e Daughter devours the 
Wvoran Mother. How can you expect acceptance with God, who 
mizen, have betrayed his troch, and dealt perfidicufly with him ? 
Deawttiog, 
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| Deduftion 3, 

If believers may ſafely commic their ſouls into the hands DeauZ. Be 
. of God, How confidently may they commit all leſſer intereſts, and 
lower concernments into the ſame hand. Shall we tru him with 
our ſ{onls, and not with our lives, liberties or comforts > Can 
we commit: the treaſure to him, and not a trifle * Whatever 
yon enjoy in this worid, is but a trifle to your ſouls. Sure if you 
cani truſt tm for eternal life for your ſouls, you may much 
more truit him, for the daily bread for your bodies. I know 
it 15 0vjected that God hath made over temporal things to his 
people upon conditional promiſes, and an abſoluge faith can 
never be grounded upon conditional promiſes. 

Bat what means this objection ? Let your faith be but ſuita- 
ble to theſe conditional promiles, that is, believe they thall be 
made good to you, fo far 2s God ſees them good for you. Do 
you but labour tocome up to thoſe conditions required in you, 
and thereby God will have more-glory,and you more comfort. 
If your prayers for theſe things proceed from pare ends, the 
glory of God. not the ſatisfaction and gratification of your 
laſts. If your defires after them be moderate as ro the meaſure, 
content with that proportion the infinite wiſdom ſees fitteſt for 
you. If you take Gods way to obtain them, and dare not 
ſtrain Conſcience, or commit a (tn, though you ſhould perith 
for want.If you can patiently wait Gods time for enlargements 
from your ſtraits, and not make any ſinful haſte ; you ſhall be 
ſurely ſupplied. And he that remembers your ſouls, will not 
forget your bodies. But we live by ſenſe and not by faith. Pre- 
ſenc things ſtrike our affeRions more powerfully than the in- 
viſible things that are to come. The Lord humble his people for this, 

Deduttion 4, 

Is this the priviledge of believers, that they can commit their Dedui?, 4, 
fouls to God in a dying hour, then how precious, how uſeful a grace is 
faith to the prople of God both living and dying | = 

All che graces have cone excellently, but faith excels them 
all. Faith is the Phznix grace, the Queen of graces. Defer- 
vedly is it fliled precious faith, 2 Pet. 1. 1. The benefits and 
priviledges of it in this life are unſpeakable; and as there is 
no comfortable living, ſono comfortable dying without it. 

Firſt, While we live and converſe here in the world,all our 
comfort and fafety is from it, for all our union with Qhrilt che 


fountain of mercies and bleifings is by faith, Eph, 3. FO 
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Chrif# may dwell in your hearts by faith. No Faith, no Chriſt. 
All our commuiion wich Chriſt is by ir. He that cometh to 
God mutt believe, Heb. 11.6. The ſouls life is wrapt up in 
this communiun with God ; and that communion in faith. 4y 
communications from Chriſt depend upon faith ; for look as all 
communion is founded in union, ſo from our union and com- 
munion, are all our communications. All communications of 
quicknings. comforts, joy, ſtrength, and whatſoever ſerves to 
the well-being of che life of grace,are all thro' that faith which 
friit knit us to Chriſt, and till maintains our communicn 
with Chriſt, believing we rejoyce, 1 Per. 1. 8. The inner man 
is renewed whilſt we look to the things that are not ſeen, 2 Cor, 

. 18, TD 

: Secondly, And as our life and all the ſupports and comforts 
of it here are dependant on faith; ſo you fee our death as ta 
the ſafety and comfort of our fouls then depends upon our 


faith. He that hath no faich. cannot commir hts ſoul to God, 


bur rather ſhrinks from God. Faith can do many ſweet othces 
for your ſouls upon a death bed, when the light of this world 
is gone, and all joy ceaſes on earth. It can give us fights of 
things inviſible in the other world,and thoſe {1ghrs will breathe 
life into your fouls amicft the very pangs of death. 

Reader, do bur-think what a comfortable foretight of God 
and the joys of ſalva:ion,will be ro thee,when thine eye-{irings 


are breaking. Faith cannot only tee char beyond the grave 


which will comfort, but ir can cling abour its God, and claſp 
Chriſt in a promiſe when ir feels the ground of all ſenſible 
comforts trembling and-finking under thy feer. My heart and 
my fleth failerh, but God is the itrength(or rock )of my hearc 
and my portion for ever.Reeds fail,burt the rock is firm footing. 
Yea, and when the foul can no longer tabernacle here, it can 
carry the ſoul ro God, caſt it upon. him, with, Father, into 
thy hands I commend my Spirit. O precious Faith ! 
DeduStion 5. 

Dothe ſouls of dying believers commend themſelves into the hand's 
of God ? Then let not the ſurviving relations of ſuch ſorrow as men 
thit have wot hope. A Husband, a Wife, a Child, is rent by 
death out of your arms, well but conſider into what arms, 
into what boſom they are commenced. Is it not better for 
them to be in the boſom of Gad, than in yours? Could 
they be ſpared ſo long from Heaven as to come back again to 
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you but an hour, how would they be diſpleaſed to ſee your 
rears, and hear your cries and and fighs for them ! They would 
ſay to you,as Chriſt ſaid the ro daughters of Feruſalem, Weep 
not for me,but weep for your ſelves and for your Children. Tamin a 


ſafe hand, I am out of che reach of all ftorms and troubles. 


O did you but know what their fiate is, who are with God, 
you would be more than ſatisfied about them. 
Dedutlion 6: 


450 


Laſtly, I will clofe all with a word of counſel. -Is this the Dedud#, 6. 


priviledge of dying believers to commend their ſouls into the 
hands of God? Then as ever you hope for comfort or peace in your 
laſt hour, ſee that your ſouls be ſuch as may be then fit to bz com- 
mended into the hanas of an holy and juſt God. Se that they be 
holy fouls. God will never accept them, if they be not holy. 
Without holine®s no man ſhall ſee God, Heb. 12. 24. He that 
hath this hope, (viz. to ſee God) purifieth himſelf even as he is pure, 
1 John 3. 3- Indeavours after holineſs are inſeparably connected 
with all rational expectations of bleſl:dnels. - Will you put 
an unclean filthy defiled thing into the pure hand of the moſt 
holy God ? O ſee they be holy, and already accepted in che 


: beloved, or wo to them when they take their leaves of thoſe 


tabernacles they now dwell in. The gracious foul may con- 
fidently ſay then, Lord Feſas, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. 
Q let all that can ſay ſo then, now ſay, | 


Thanks be to God far Feſus Chriſt... 
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The XXXVIIth Str mon. 
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Jon. XIX. 40, 41, 42. 


Then took they the body of Jeſus, and wound it in linen 
cloaths with the ſpices, as the manner of the Jews is 
to bury. Now in the place where he was crucified 
there was a garden,and m the garden a new Sepulchre ; 
wherein was never man yet lad, There laid they 
Feſus therefore, becauſe of the Jews preparation day, 


for the Sepulchre was nigh at hand, 


mending his Spirit iato his Fathers iands: and now 
the life of the world hangs dead upon a Tree. The 
light of the world for a time muffl-d up ina diſmal 
Cloud. The Son of righteoulaneſs (ec in the region 3nd ſhadow 
of Death. The Lord is dead, and he that wears the keys of 
the grave at his girdle, is now himſelf ro be locke up in che 
rave. 
n All you that are the friends and lovers of Jeſus, are this day 
invited to his tuneral. Such a funeral as never was ſince graves 
were fir(? digged. Come ſee the place where the Lord lay, There 
are {1x reinarkable particulars about this funeral in thete chree 
yeries. 

Ihe preparations that were made fr it, and chat was main- 
Iyin two particulars, vis. The begging and perfuming of the 
body. His body could not be baried, till by begging his 
friends had obtain'd it as a favour from his Judge. Tie dead 
body was by Law 16 the power of Pate who adjudged ir to 
ceath, as the bodies of choſe that are hanged, are in the 
power of the Judge ito diſpoſe of them as he pleaſes. Fw 
when 


Y O U have heard the laſt words of dying Jeſus, com- 
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when they had gotten it from Pilate, they wind it in fine linen 
cloaths with ſpices. .But what need of Spices to perfume 
that bleſſed body, his own love was perfume enough, to keep 
it {weet in the remembrance of his people co all generations. 
However by this they will manifeſt as they are able, the dear 
affection they have for him. | | 

The bearers that carried his body to its grave, 7o/e2 of 
*Arimathea, and Nicodemr, two (ecret Diſciples. They were 
both men of eſtate and honour, None could imagine chat theſe 
would have appeared at a time of ſo much danger, with 
ſuch boldneſs for Chriſt. That ever they would have gone 
openly and boldly to manifeſt their love to Chriſt when dead, 
who were afraid to come to him (exc@pt by night) when he 
was living. But now a ſpirit of Zeal and Courage is come upon 
them, when thoſe that made greater and more open confe(- 
fGions of him are gone. 

Thirdly, The attendants who followed the Hearſe, were the 
women that followed him out of Galiiee. Among whom the 
two Marys, and the Mother of Zebedees Children (whom 
Mark calls Salome) are only named. 

Fourthly, The Grave or Sepulchre where they laid him. Tt 
was in Joſephs new Tomb,which he had prepared in the garden 
near unto Golgotha, where our Lord died. Tio things are 
remarkable about this Tomb. It was anothers Tomb. and it 
was 2 new Tomb. It was anothers. For as he kad not an houſe 
of his own, to lay his body in when dead. As' he lived in 
other mens houſes, ſo he lay in another mans Tomb. And ic 
was 2 new Tomb wherein never man was yet laid. Deoubilet5 
there was much of providence in this, for had 2nv other been 
laid there before him,it might have proved an cccafizn both tg 
ſhake the Credit, and flur the glory of his refurretion, by 
pretending it was ſome former body, and not the Lords, that 
roſe out of it. In this allo divine providence had a reſpeR to 
that Prophecy, 7/4. 53. 9. Which was to be fulfli'd ar his 
funeral : He made his Crave with the rich, becauſe be had done 
10 violence, XC. 

Filthly, The diſpoſition of the body in that Tomb. 'Tis true 
there is no men'ion mace of the groans and te2rs with which 
they laid him in his Sepulchre, yer we may well preſame they 
were not wanting 12 plentiial expreſiions of their forrow char 
way. Foras they wept, and finote their breaſts when he 
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dyed, Luke 23- 48, So no dcubr they laid him with melting 
hearts, and flos ing eyes in tis Tomb,. when cead. 

Sixthly, And Jaitiy, the laſt reiwarkable particular in the 
Tex is the {ole mnity with which his funeral rires were per- 
formed, and they were all faitaole to his humbled ftare. It 
v35 indeed i ſuncral as decently orcer'd as the firai-hts of rime 
and ſtate of things would then permir : bur there was nothing 
of pomp” or outward flare at 21} ubſerved: Few marks of 
hcnour let by wen upon it, Only the heavens adorned it with 
divers Miraculous works, which in their prop*r place will 
be ſpoken ro. Thus was he laid in his Grave where he con- 
tinued for three incompleat Caies and nights in the terricories 
of Death. in the |and® of carknels and forgerfulneis. Partly 
to correſpond with Jonas his Type, and partly toaſcertain che 
world of the reality of his death. - Whence our obſcrya- 
tion 15, 


DoR. That the dead body of our Lord Feſus Chrift was dc- 
cently interr'd, by a ſmall number of his own Diſciples ; and 
continued in the (tate of the dead for a time. 


This obſervation containing matter of fa&t, and that fo 
plainly and faichfuily deiivered to us by the Pens of the ſeveral 
Evanzelii's z we need Co no more ro prepare it for our uſe, 
than to fatizfie chele two inquiries, why had ©_hriſt any funeral 
ar allfince his Reſurrection was ſo ſoon to follow his death ? 
And what manner of fuceral Chriſt had. 

Firſt, Why bad Chit any funeral at all, ſince he was to 
riſe again fron. the dead. within that ſpace of time that other 
men commonly have to lie by the wall before their interment; }. 
and had it continued longer anburied., it could fee no cor- 
ruptionz having never been tainted by ftn? Why, chough 
there was no neec of it at aj! upcn that account tliat a funeral is 
neecful for other bodies; yet there were theſe four weighty 
Ends and Realuns of it, 

Reaton 1. Fir#t, It was neceſſary Chriſt ſhould be buried, 
29 aſcertain. his death, Elle it might have been looked upon as a 
Cheac, For as they were ready eaougn to impoſe fo groſs a 
Cheat epon the worid at his refurrection, 7 hu the Dijc:tles 
came by night and fyle rim away: auch more « culg they have 
£Ented at once the reality both of his Geath and reſurrection, 

| had 
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had he not been fo perfumed and interred: but this cat off all 
prerenfions. For in this kind of embalming, his mouth, ears, 
noſtrils, were all filled with their Spices and Odours. Bound 
up in Linnen, and laid long enough in the Tomb to give full 
aſſurance to the world of the cercainry of his death. So that 
there could be no larent principle of life in him. Now fince 
our eternal life 15 wrapt up in Chriit's death, it can never be 
roo firmlv eftablithed. To this therefore we may well ſup- 
pole providence had ſpecial reſpect in his buria!, and rhe man- 
ner of ir, . | 

Reaſon 2. Secondly, He muſt be buried ro fulfil the Types,and 
Prophecies that went before, His abode in the Grave was prefi- 
gured by Forah's abode three days and nights in the belly of 
the Whale, Mar. 12. 40. So muſt the Son of man be three 
days, and three nights in the hearc of the earth. Yea, the 
Propher had &eſcribed the very mavner of his funeral, and 
long before he was born foretold in what kind of Tomb his 
body thould be laid, 7/a. 53.9. He made his Grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, Pointing by thit expreſ- 
fion art chis Tomb of Foſepb, who was a rich man, and the 
Scriptures cannot be broken- 

Reaſon 3. Thirdly, He muſt be buried ro compleat his bumrs- 
lation ; this being the loweſt ſtep he could poſſibly deſcend in 
his abiſed ftare. They have brought me to the dit of Death, 
Lower he could not be laid, and fo low he muſt lay his blefled 
head; elſe he had not beea humbled ro the loweſt. 

Reifon 4. Fourrhly, But the great end and reaſon of his inter- 
ment was the conquering of Death in its own dominion and ter- 


ritories ; wiich victory over the Grave furniſheth che Saints. 


wi'h that triumphant iu ſong of deliverance, 1 Cor. 15.55. 
O Death, where us thy Sting { O Grave, where is thy Deſtructi- 
on ! Yur Graves would hot be fo {weet and comfortableto 
us, when we come to lie down in them; if Jeſus had nor lain 
th-re before us, and for us. Death is a Dragon, the Grave 
its Den ; 2 place of dread and terror : bur Chrilt goes into irs 
Den, there gr:pples with it, and forever overcomes it. Dil- 
arms it of all irs terror, and not only makes tit ceaſe to be 
enemicil, but to become exceeding beneficial to the Saints. A 
hed of re(t, and a perfurned bed. They do bat go into Chriſt's 
bed, where he lay before them. For theie ens te mult be 
buried, 
Nnn 2 Secondly, 
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| Second'y, Next let us inquire what manner of funeral Chriſt 
1d. 
And if we intently cbſerve it, we ſhall find many remark- 
adie properties in it. 

Firſt, We ſhall find it to bea very obſcure and private fu- 
neral. {lere was no external pomp or gallantry. Chriſt at- 
fected it not in his life, and-it was no way ſuitable to the ends 
3nd manner of his death. Humiliation was deſigned in his 
dezth. And fate is inconſiſtent with fuch an'end. Belides 
he died upon the Tree, and perſons {0 dying don't ule to have 
much ceremony and ſtate at their funerals. Three things ſhew 
it tobe a very humble and obſcure funeral, as to what con- 
cerned outivard glory, with which the great ones of the earth 
are uſually interred. For, 

Firff, The dead body of the Lord was not brought from his 


own houſe, as other mens commonly arez but from the Tree, 


They beg'd ir of his Judge. As who thould ſay. go bring the 
Corps from Tyburn. Had they not obtained this favour from 
Pilate, it muſt have been buried in Golgorha, It had been 
tumbled intoa pit, digged under the Crols. 

Secondly, As it was firſt beg'd, «then buried 3 fo it was at- 
rended with a very poor train. A few ſorrowful women fol- 
lowed the Bier; Other men are accompanied to their Graves 
by their Relations, and Friends. The Diſciples were all ſcat- 
tered from him. Afﬀeaid to own him dying, and dead. 

Thirdly, And theſe few that were reſolved to give him a fu- 
neral, are forced, by reaſon of the ſtraights of time, to do it 
in ſhuffling haſte. Time: was ſhort, they take the next ſepul- 
chre they can ger, and hurry him away that evening intoit- 
For the preparation for the Paſſover was at hand. This was 
the obſcure funeral which the body of the Lord had. Thus 
was the Prince of the Kingsof the earth, who hath the Keys of 
Death and Hel!, laid into his Grave. 

| Secondly, Yet though men could beſtow little honour upon 
it, the heavens beſtowed ſeveral marks of h-nour upon it: 
Adorn'd it with divers Miracles which wiped ff the reproach 
of his ceath from him. Tuefe Miracles were antecedent to 
his interment, or COncomitants of It. 

Firſt, There was that extraordinary and preternatural Eclipſe 
of tlie Sun. Such an, Ecliple as was never ſeen fiace it firlt 
{bones in heayen- The dun fainted ar the fight of ſuch a ruful 
ſpectacle 
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ſpectacle, and cloathed the whole heaven in-black. The fight 
of this cauſed a great Philoſopher, who was then far from the 
place where this unparallel'd Tragedy was acting, to cry out 
upon the fight of it, cither the God of nature now ſuffers, or the Aut Deus | 
frame of the world « now «ifſolved, The ſame Diony/ins writing 7ateurz pati- 
to Apollophanes a_Piiloſopher, who would not einbrace the 7.3... 
Chriſtian Faith, thus goes about co convince him. What c1;c2 Ciffo!- 
thinkeſt thou (faith he) of the Eclipſe when Chriſt was Cryu- vitur.Diry/- 
cified 2 Were we not both of us then at Heliopolis ? and Rand- # #944: 
ing inthe ſame place, did we not {ce the Moon in a new man- 3; a -53 
ner following rhe Sun ; and not in the time of conjunction, 5 © morcto 
but from the ninth hour until che evening, by a reaſon un- #9 #xad- 
known in nature, directly oppoſite to the Sun ? Didſt thou o** £29%- 
not then, being greatly terrified, ſay unto me, O my Dionyſie, ;.<; ch 
what ſtrange commutations of the heavenly bod{es are theſe ! ay 44s qz- 
E9YT%;, Uy ou: "— 
vec meg Tara) Eews Tm TENN £mTTERY Wedges 7 iy auvids wie®,&c. Theod, Me- : 
tochit. Hiſti. Rom- þ» 39. 


Such a preternatural Eclipſe is remembred inno other Hi- 
ſtory. Forit was not in time of conjunion, but oppolition 3 
the Moon being then at full. From the fixth, to the ninth 
hour the Sun and Moon were together in the midſt of heaven ; 
but in the evening the appeared in the Eaſt, her own place, 
oppoſite to the Sun. And then miraculouſly returning from 
Eaſt to Weſt, did not pals by the Sun and ſet in the Weſt be- 
fore it; bur kept it company for the ſpace of three hours, and 
then returned to the Eaſt again. And whereas in all other na- 
tural Eclipfes, the Eclipſe always begins on the weſtern part of 
the body of the Sun, and that part is alſo firſt cleared ; it was 
quite contrary in this ; for though the Moon were oppoſite to 
the Sun, and diflaat from it the whole breadth of heaven ; 
yet with a miraculous ſwiftaeſs ic overtook the Sun, and dark- 
ned firft che Eaern yarc of its; and ſoon prevailed over its 
whole body. Which cauſed darkne(s over all the Land, thac 
is, fay ſome, over the « hole Eartiz, or as others, over the 
whole Land of Jenrz, Or as others, over the whole 707 ivon, 
and all places of ti:c ſame altitude, and latitude. Whict is 
molt prob2ble. | 
 Seconaly, Ani as Chriſt's funcral was adorned with ſuch a 
miraculous Eclipic, which pur the heavens and Ccarth tnto 2 
MOUTAUUYS 3: 


Uſe. 


Y 

mourning s fo rhe yocks did rend, the vail of the Temple rent 
in twain from top to bottom. The graves opened, and the 
cead bodies of many Szints aroſe and v ent into the holy City 
2nd were ſeen &f many. The rending of the Rocks was a (1ign of 
Goc's fierce indignation, Nahum. 1.6. And 3 dilcovery ot the 
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greatneſs of his power 3 ſhewing thein what they delerved, 


and what he could do ro them that had commiried this horrid 
fat; though he rather choſe at this time to ſhew the creauful 
eff=&s of ic upon inanimate Rocks, than Rocky hearted f1n- 
ners. But eſpecially it ſerved ro convince the world that it 
was none other but-the Son of God that died. Which was 
farther manifeſted by theſe concomirant Miracles. 

As for the rending in twain of the vail, It was 4 notable Mi- 
racle, plainly ſhewing that all ceremonies were now accom- 
pliſhed, and aboliſhed. No more vails now. As alſo that be- 
lievers have now n,oft free accels into heaven. Ar chat very 
inſtant when the vail rent, the High / rieff was cthciating in 
the moſt holy place, and the vail which hid him from the 
people, being rent ; they might freely ſee him abour his work 
in the holy of holies. A lively Emblem of our High Prief,. 
whom now we fee by faith in the heavens, there performing 
his interceſſhon work for us. 

The opening of the Graves, plainly ſhew'd the deſign and end 
of Chriſt's goibg into it. * Ttar ic might not have dominion 
over the bodies of the Saints, but being vanquiihr and deſtroy- 
ed by Chriſt, lets go all that are his, whom he ranſomed 
from the Grave as a prey out of its paws. A Specimen where- 
of was given in thole holy ones that role at that time, and ap- 
pezred ro many in the holy Ciry. Thus was the funeral of 
our Lord performed by mea 3 Thus was it adorned by Mirg- 
cies from heayen. 

Uſe- « 


And now we have ſeen Jeſus interred. He that wears at 
h1s girdle the Keys of Hell and Death; himſelf locked up in 
the Grave. What ſhall I ſay of him whom they now laid in 
the Grave ? Shall I undertake to rel! you what he was > What 
he did, {uffered, and deſerved ? Alzs 1 The tongues of Angels 
mit pvic and fianuner in ſuch a work. I may truly lay as 
Natztanzn (aig of Baſil, n9 tongue but his own can ſufficienr- 
ly commend and preite him, Fteis.a Sun of righteouinels, 2 


fountain of life, a byadle of Love, Othim it might be ſaid 


I 


nothing. [ may bezin 


WE * 
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el 
in that day, Here lies the lovely Jeſus in whom is treaſured up 
whatſoever 2n angry God can require for his [af .2&ion, or an 
empry creature for his perfe&iom. Before him was none like 
him, and after thall none ariſe comparable to him. If every 
leaf, and ſpire of grats (fairh one) nay all the Stars, $arids, and 
Atomes were ſo many Souls and Seraphims; whoſe love 


' ſhouid doubie in them every mament to al] eternity; yet 


would it fall infhaicely ſhort of what his worth and excellency 
exacts. Suppole a creature compos'd of all the choice endow- 
ments that ever dixelt in the beit of men fince the Creation of 
the Vorld, in whom you fhnd a meek 425/es, a {lrong Samp- 
fon, a faithful Fonathan, a beautiful Abſolom, a rich and wiſe 
Solomon ; nay, and add toy this, the underſtanding, ftrength, 
agility, ſplendor, and holinefs of all the Angels: ic would all 
amount bur to a dark ſhadowy, of this incomparable Jeſas. 
Whoever weighed Chriit ina pair of ballances (faith ano- 
ther) who hath ſeen the foldings and plyes, rite heights, and 
depths of that glory which 1s in him? O for ſuch a heaven, 
as but co ſtand afar off, and (ee, and love, and long for him, 
while times thred be cur,and this great work of Creation ditlol- 
ved ! —O if I could yoke in among the thick of Angels, and 
Seraphims, and now gloritted Saints, and could raile a new 
Love ſong of Chriſt, before all che worid. I am pained with 
wondering at neiv opened treaſures in Chriſt. If every finger, 
member, bone, and joynt were a torch buraing in the hotteſt 
fire in hell ; I would rhey could all ſend our love praiſes. high 
ſongs of praiſe for ever more to that plant of renown, to tat 
Royal and hizh Prince Jeſus my Lord. Burt alas, his love (wel- 
leth in me, and finds no ventr. I marr his praiſes, nay, 
I know no compariſon of what Chriſt 1$,a0d what he is worth, 
All the Anzels, and all the glorified, praile him £ot fo much 
as in halves, Who can advance him, or atter a.! his praiſe? 
_ — O if I could praiſe him, 1 woald reit conteat to 
die of Loye for hin. O would to God I could iend in my 


praiſes to iny incomparable well beloved, or cz? my Love 


ſongs of that matchieſs Lord Jeſas over the V2lts, chat chey 
might light in his lap, before mea and Angels, —— Bur 


when | have ſpoken of im cill my head rive, L.bave (iid juſt 
423in. "A God-head, a God heig 158 
yorids wonder. Setten thouſind chouiand rew mide aurids 
of Anze!s and El-4 men, and doube rhein in nymocr ten 
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thouſend thouſand thouſand times; let their hearts and tongues 
be ten :houſand rimes more apgileand large than the hearts and 
rongues of the Seraphims that ſtand with fix wings before 
bim 3 when they have ſaid all for the gloritying and praiting 
of the Lord Jeſus; they have ſpoken little or nothing. O if 
I could wear this tongue to the (tump in extolling his highnels, 
Bur it is my daily ſorrow that I am confounded wit! his in- 
comparable love. : 

Thus have his enamoured friends faintly expreflcd his ex- 
cellencies, and if they have therein done any thing, they have 
ſhewn the impoſſbility of his due praiſes. 

Come and ſee believing ſouls, look upon dead Jelus in his 
winding ſheet, by faith 3 and ſay, Lo this is he of whom the 
Church ſaid, 24y beloved is White and Ruddy, his raddinels is 
now gone, and a death pale hath prevailed over all his body : 
but till as lovely as ever, yea altogether lovely. 

If David lamenting the death of Saul and Fonathan, ſaid, 
Dauzhters of Feruſalem weep over Saul, who cloathed you in Scar- 
let, with other delights 5 who put on ornaments of Gold upon your 
Apparel Much rather may I ſay, Children of Zion, weep 
over Jeſus, who cloathed you with righteouſneſs,and garments 
of. Salvation. 

This is he who quitted the throne of glory, left the boſom 
of unſpeakable delights; came in a body of fleſh, produced 
in perfe& holineſs; brake through many and grear impedi- 
ments, (thy great unworthineſs, the wrath of God and Man) 
by the ſtrength of love; to bring (ſalvation home to thy ſoul. 
(Can he that believingly conſiders this do leſs than faint ac the 
ſenſe of that love that brought him to the duſt of death, and 
Cry out with that Father, My Lord was crucified ? But I will 
(iſt no longer upon generals, but draw.down the particulars 
of Chriits Funeral to your uſe. in the following Corolaries. 

Corollary 1, ; | : 

Was Chriſt buried in this manner ? ther a decent and mourn- 
1 Funeral ( where it can be had ) is very laudable among Chrj- 
6 HS 

i know the fouls of the Saints have no concernment for 
their bodies, nor zre they folicitous how the body is treated 
liere 3 yet there is a re{pe& due to them, as they are the Tem- 
ples wherein God hath been ſerv'd and honoured, by thoſe 
loiy fouls that once dyelt in them. As alio upon the account 

of 
# 
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of their relation to Chrift, even when they lie by the walls. 
And the glory that will be one day put upon them, when 
they (hall be changed, and made like unto Chriſts glorious 
body. Upon ſuch ſpecial accounts as theſe, their bodies de- 
ſerve an honourable treatment, as well as upon the account 
of humanity, which owes this honour to on the bodies of all 
men. 
To have no Funeral is accounted 2 Judgment, Ecelef. 7, 4, 
Or to be tumbled into-a pic without any to lament us, is 1a- 
mentable. We read of many folema and * mou:nful * 92" 23. 2. 
funerals in Scripture; wherein the people of God have af- © 35: i» 
fectionatly paid their reſpeRts and honours to the duſt of the xy... 
Saints ; as men that were deeply ſen{lible of their worth, and 2 c+-.3 5.21 
how great a loſs the world ſuſtains by their remove. Chriſts Zn 11: 31. 
funeral had as much of decency and folemnity in it, as the #* © # 
time would permit; though he was a ſtranger to all pomp, 
both in life and ceath, 
Corollary 2. 
Did Jo/eph and Nicoderaus .ſo boldly appearat a time of fo Cor, 2, 
much danger to beg the body, and give it a funeral, ler ir be 
fer ever a caution to ſtrong Chriſtians not ts deſpiſe, or glory over + 
the weak, You ſee here a couple of poor, low ſpirited, and 
timorous perſons ; thar were afraid to be ſeen in Chriſts com- 
pany when the other diſciples profefled their readineſs to die 
with him: yet thoſe flee, and theſe appear for him, when the 
trial comes indeed. If God deſert the ttrong, and 2{ift the 
weak ; the feeble ſhall be as David, and the ftirong as tow. 
I ſpeak not this to diſcourage any man from firiving to im-: 
prove inherent grace to the urmoit. For it's ordinarily found 
in experience, that the degrees of affilting grace, are given 
out according to the meaſures of inherent gr2ce: but I ſpeak 
it to prevent a {ia incident to ſtrong Chriſtians,which is to de- 
ſpifſe the weak, which God correRts by ſuch inflances and 
EXamp1!es as this before us. 
Corollary 3, 
Hence we may be aſſiſted in diſcerning the depths of Chris It Cap >. 
miliation for us, And ſee from what, to what his love brought 
him. It was not enough that he who was in the torin of God, 
became a creature 3 which was an infinite ſtoop, nay to be 
made 4 man, an inferior order qQf creatures. ,Nay, to be a 
poor man, to ſpend his daies in poverty and contempt. Bur\ 
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Cor, 4, 
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3!f5 15 he 2 dead Corns for our ſake. O what manner of love is 
ths , 

Now the Ceencr the humiliation of the S Son of Ged was,the | 
more ! {2216 ef:<to7y tO 15 it mt n=ecs De. For as 1t 1ews Us 
the hainoghnol of fin that deſerves all wmis, fo the fulneſs of 
Chris Ferigtaction whereby he makes up nat breach. O it 
Was 2 LEP bumiliat:oa incesd, How un! like himfel; is he 
now þ come ! Do th he 190K 1 :te the Son of God 2 Whar, 
che Son of God iv hom all t! E \n xpels adore, to be ſhuftl-d by 
three or four perſons into his Grave 11 2n evening, To be 

carried from Go'gcrha to tlc Grave in this manner. And there 
lie as 3 captive to Death for a time. Never was the like 
change of conditions; never ſuch an avaſement heard of in 
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Corollary 

Form this funeral of Chriſ? reſults the pureſt 'and ſtrongeFft con- 
ſolution and reared ment to believers, againſt the fears of Death 
and the Grave. if this be fo, that Jeſus hath Jain in the Grave 
before You ; Jet me fey then to you as the Lord ſpake to 
Facob, Gen 46 2, 3. Fear not to co down to eAgypt, for 1 will 
£0 dorn with thee, and will ſurely brins thee up thence, So here, 
fear not believer to:go don Vn T0 the Grave, for God will be 
with thee there, and will ſurely bring thee up thence. This 
conſideration that Jeſus Chriſt hath Jayn inthe Grave himſelf, 
gives manifold encouragements to the people of God, again 
the terrors of the Grave. 

Firſ#, The Grave received but could not defiroy Jeſus Chrift- 


Þeath twallowed him, as the Whale did Jonah his Type 5. 


but could not digeft him when it had ſwallow ec him, but 
quick!y al ver ed him up a0. Now Chriſt lying in the 
Graye, as the common head and | repreſentative of believers, 
WR CO! nforr ſhou!d ehis inipire into their hearts, For as it 
fared i 1th Chriſfts perſonal, fo it hall with Chriſts myitical. 
Ir could not retain him, it thall not for ever retain them. This 
relurreiion of Chriſt out of his, js the very ground of our 
hope for a reſurreion out of cur Graves. Chrift 3s riſen from 
the dead, ard pecome the firſe fruits of them that ſlept, 1 Cor. 
$520: 

Secondly, As the union betwixt the body of Chriſt and the 
C1V1; NE Nure Was not difſolved ; when that body was Jad 10 
the Crave; fo theunion betyrix: Chriſt and believers is not, 

cannot 


OW) To ? 
Serm, 27. or Chriſt humbled to the dif? 


cannot be difſoived when their bodies fall be laid in their 
Graves. It's trv2,the natural union betwixre his fouland body 
was diſfolved for a time, but the HWipo/tarica! univn was not 
diſloived, no not for a moment, That body was the body 
of the Son of God when it was in the Sepulchre. In like 
manner, the natural union berwixt our fouls and badies is 
diflolved by deat, bur the myBical union berwixt vs and 
Chriſt, yea, beiwix: our very duit and Chorift. can never 2 
diſſolved. | | 

Thirdly, As Chriits body when it was in the Grave, G&id 
there reſt in hope, and was aſſurediy a partaker of thar heve. 
So it ſha]l fare with the dead bodies of tlie Saints, when the: 
lay them down alſo in the dyſt. My fleth alſo ſhall ref in hop”, 
faith Chriſt, P/al. 16. 9, 10,11. In like manner, the Saint 
commir their bodies ro the duſt in hope. The rigareons bath 
hope in his death, Pro: 14. 32. And as Chriſts hope was not a 
vain hope, ſo neither hall their hope be in vain. 

Fourthly, And laſtly, Chrifts lying in the grave before ns, 
hath quite changed and altered the nature of the Grave. So 
that ir 1s not what itwas. It was once a part of the curſe, 
Duſt thou art, and mito duſt thou ſhalt return, was a part of the 
threatoing and curſe for fin. The Grave had the nature and 
uſe of a priſon, to keep rhe bodies of ſinners 2221nft the 
great Aſlizes; and then detiver them up into the hands of a 
great and terrible God. Bus now it's co priſon, but a bed 
of refit. Yea, and a perfumed bed, where Chrift 12y before 
us, Which is a (weert conſideration of the Grave indeed. 
They ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall reſs in their beds, iz. 57.2, 
O then let not believers {iand in fe:r of the Grave. He that 
hath one foot in heaven, need not fear to pat rhe other into 
the Grave. Though I godown to the valley of the ſhadow of Death, 
1 will fear no evil, for thon art with me, Plal. 2 

Indeed. che Grave {is 2 terrible place to them chat are our of 
Chritt. Death is rhe, Lords Serjeant to arret them, The 
Grave is the Lords Priton to lecure them. When death draws 
them info the grave, it draws them thither as a Lion doth 
his prey into the den to devour it. 50 you read, P/zl. 49. 14. 
Death ſhall feed {or prey) upon them, Death there rains ove 
tem in its fall power, Rom, 5. 14, And thong! #5 126i it tha'l 
render them again to God, yet it were better for them to 
lie everla{tinzly where they were, than to rife to ſuch an £39, 
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For they are brought out of their Graves, as a con7emned 
Priſoner our of the Priſon, to g9 to execiition. Bur tlie caſe 
of the Sainrs is not ſo. The grave (thanks be to our Lord 
TJefus Chrilt) is a privilecged place to them whiie they 
ſleep there, and when they awake, it will be with fing- 
inz. Whea they awake, they thall be ſatisfied with his like- 
nels. 
Corollary 5, 

Laſtly , Since Chriſt was laid in the Grave, and his people 
reap ſuch priviledges by it, as ever you expett reſt or comfort 
in your Graves, lee that you ger Union with Chriſt now. 

[t was an ancient cuſtom of the Jews to put rich treaſures into 
the graves, with their triends, as well as to beſtow much 
upon their Sepulchres. It's {aid, Hicarnus opened Davias Se- 
pulchre, and took outof it three thouſand Talents of Gold 
and Silver. And ro this ſenſe many interpret that a& of the 
Chaldeans, Jer. 8, 1. At that time, ſaith the Lord. they ſhall bring 
ot the bones of the Kings of Tudah, and the bones of is Prin- 
ces, &C. And they ſhall ſpread them before the Sun and Moon,&c, 
This is rather conceivd to be an at of Covetouſnels than 
Cruelty. They ſhall ranfack cheir Graves for the treaſure 
that is hid there among their bones. It's poſſible the caſe ſo 
ſtands with many of you, that you have no great matter to 
beſtow upon your funerals, nor are they like to be (ſplendid ; 
no tately monuments, no hidden treaſures, but if Chriſt be 
vours, you carry that with you to your Graves, which is better 
than all the Gold and Silver in the world. What would you 
be the becrer if your Coffin were made of beaten Gold, or 
your Grave ſtone (et thick with glittering Diamonds 2 But 
if you diein the Lord, (5.e.) intereſted in, and united to the 
Lord; you thall carry fix. grounds of Comfort with you to 
your graves,ths leaſt of which is not to be purchaſed wich the 
wealth cf both dies. | 

Fix/t, The firſt ground of comfore which a bejiever carries 
with him to the grave is, that the Covenant of Gad holds 
firmiy 11 his very duſt, ail che daies of irs appointed time 
in the Grave, So much Qhriſt telis us, Marth. 22, 31, 32. 
1 am the God of Abranam, and the. God of Iſaac, and of Facth, 
Ged 75 nor the God of toe Dead,” but the God of the Living, q. 9, 
Abratax, I{aac ard 7acob, are naturaily deac, bur in as much 
25 God long after their ceaths, proclaimed himfelf their God 

ſtill ; 


SOL, 37s or C'» it humbled t9 the dilt, 
ſtill ; cherefore they are all alive, /@4crally alive to God. They 
live, that is, their Covenant relation lives fill. Whether we 
live, or whether we die ((aith the Apoſtle) we are the Lords, 
Rom. 14. 7,8, 9. Now what an encouragement is here ! Tam 
as much the Lords in the itate of tae dead, as 1 was in the fate 
of the living. Death puts an end co all other-relations and 
bonds, but the bond of the Covenant rots not in the Graye. 
Thar dult is (ti! ce Lords. 

Secondly, As God's Covenant with our very bodies is in- 
diſlolvabie, fo God's love to our very dult is inſeparable. T 
am rhe God of Abraham; God looks down from heaven into 
the Graves of his Saints with delight, and looks on that pile 
of duſt with; complacency, which thoſe that once loved ir,can- 
not behold without loathing. The Apoiile is exprefs, Rom. 
S. 33. Thar dearh ſeparates not the believer from the love of 
God. As at firſt it was not cur natura! comlinets or b-auty 
that drew or engaged his loye to us; ſo neicher will he ceaſe 
to love us, when that beauty is gone, and we become objects 
of lozthing to all fleſh. Whea a Husband Cannot endure to 
ſee a Wife, or a Wife her Husband ; but faith of them thar 
were once dear and pleaſant, as 4braham of his beloved Sarah, 
bury my dead ont of my ſight. Yet then the Lord delights in it 
as much as ever. The Gold-Smith doth not value the duſt of 
his Gold, as God values the duſt of his Saints, forall theſe 
precious particles are united to Chritt. 

Thirdly, As God's love will be with you in the Grave. fo 
God's providence {hall take order about your Graves. When 
it (hall be dig'd for you. And be ſure he wil! not dig your 
Graves, til! you are fit to be put into them. He will bring 
you thither in the beſt tinie, Job 5. 26, Thou fhait come to thy 
Grave as a Shicz of Cornin its {[eaſon. You lhill Be ripe and 
ready before God hovſe you there. It's faid of Pavid, that 
after be had ſerved his gereration by the will of God, he {cl aſleep, 
Ads 13. 36. O xiit a holy and wife will 15 that will of God, 
that fo orders nar death 2 And how ecual is it that our vill 
ſhould be concluded by ir. 

Fourthly, if you be in Chrift, as God's Covenant holds 
with you in the Srave. his love is inteparable from your duſt, 
his providence thi: give order © hen 1t thatt be 013443 for 
you ; fo in the nex: place, his pardons have ioofed 3il the 


befure you lie down in the Graves 


bonds of guilt from yoo, 
vo 
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C5 that you ſhall nor die in your fins. Ah friends, what a com- 
fort is this? That you are the Lords Free men in ths Grave ! 
Gin is a bad bed fellow, and a worſe Grave-fellow. It's a 
erievous threztning, 7ob. 8, 24» Te ſhall die in your fins. Bet- 
ter be cail alive intoa pit Ir.ong Dragons and Serpents, than 
62d into vour Graves among your ſms. O what a rerrible 
word is that, F<b 20,11, His bones are full of the [ins of his youth, 
which ſhall lie down with him in the duſt. But from the coimpa- 
ny of {in in the Grave, all the Saints are delivered. God's 
full, free, and final parcons have ſhut guilr cut of your Graves. 

Fifthly, When ever you come to your Graves, you thall 
find the enmity of the Grave ſlain by Chriſt, Ir is no enemy ; 
nay you will find it friendly, a priviledged place to you, Ir 
will be as ſweet to you that are in Chriit, as a ſoft bed in a 
ſtill quiet Chamber, is ro one that's weary and ſleepy. There- 
fore it's ſaid, 1 Cor, 3.21, 22. Death is yours. Yours as a pri- 
viledge. Your friend. There you ſhall find ſweetreft in Je- 
ſus. Be burried, pained, troubled no more. 

Sixthly, To conclude, if in Chriſt, know this for your Com- 
fort, that your own Lord Jeſus ©Chriſt keeps the Keys of ali 
the Chambers of Death, andes he unlocks the door of Death, 
when he lets you in ; fo he will open it again for you, when 
you awake to let you out 5 and from the time heopens to let 
you in till the time he opens to let you out ; he himſelf wakes 
and watches by you while you ſleep there. 7 (faith he) have 
the Kezsof Death, O it's comfortable to hear the Keys gingle 
in his hand, Rev. 1. 18, O then as you expect peace or relt in 
the Chambers of Death, gzt Unica with Chriſt. A Grave 
wich Chriſt is a comfortable place. 
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ſigned to {peak to in Chriſt's fate of humiliation, 
namely, the De/79ns and blefſed Ends for which he. 
was ſo deeply avaſed. Irs incon{itent with the 
prudence of a common Azent to be at vaſt expences of rime, 
pains, and coſt ; and not to propound to himſelf a defign wor- 
thy of all thoſe expences. And it is much leſs im:ginable 
that Chriſt would ſo fiupendioutly abate himſelf, by (iooping 
from the boſom of his Father to the tate of the dead, where 
our laſt Diſcourſe left him, if there had not been ſome exce!- 


WA E are now 2rrived at the laſt particalar which we de- 


lent and glorious thing in his eye, the attainment whereof 


might give him a content and ſatisfaction equivalent toall the 
ſorrows and abaſures he endured for it. | 
And fo much is plainly carried in this Scripture. He ſhalt 


| ſee the Travel of bis Sow! and be ſatisfied, In which words three 


things fall under our conſideration, 

Firſt, The travailing pangs of Chriſt. So the Agonies of | 
his Soul, 2nd Torments of his body 2re fitly c2ll'd; nor voy © vv 
only becauſe of the ſharpneſs, and acuteneſs of them, being jw. itec voc 
in that reſpect like the birth-pangs of a travailing woman, for & partam 
fo this word t: :niftes; But alſo becauſe rhey fore-run and f137icat, 
make way for tae birth, which abundantly recompences ail 720M 
thoſe labours, I 15521] nor here infiit upon the Pans and Ago to, $575 2 
nies indured by Qhri in the garcen, or upon the Crofts : 
which the Prophet itiles the travail of his Soul; having in th 
former Sermons 0p27's 1t largely In 115 p2rticelars s but pat 
to the 
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The bleſſed Dejigns aid Ends 


w4il of his Szul, By ſeeing, underſtand the fruition, obtain- 
rent, or enjoyment of the ends of his ſufferings. He ſhall 
Bot thed his blood upon an hazard. His defign ithall not mif- 
carry: but he {hall certainly fee the eads he aimed at accom- 
2111NT. F 

; And Third'y, This ſhall yield him great ſatisfaction, as 4 
woman forgets her ſorrow, for joy that a man is born into the world, 
Zob. 16.21. ie ſhall ſee ir and be Satisfed As God, when 
he had finiſhed the work of Creation, viewed that his work 
with pleaſure and fatisfaRtion, ſo doth our exalted Redeemer 
with great contentment behold the happy iſſues of bis hard fuf- 
ferings. Ir affords pleafure to a man to ſee great aftairs .y or- 
derly conduct brought to happy ifſues- Much more doth ir 
vield delight to Feſzs Chrift, to ſee the refauits of that moſt 
profound wiſdom and love wherein he carried on Redemp- 
tion work. All runs into this ; 


DoR. That all the bleſſed defgns and ends for which the Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt bumbled himſelf ro the death of the Croſs, ſhall certain- 
ly be attained, to his full content and ſatisfattion, 


My preſent buſineſs is not to prove that Chriſt (hall certain- 
ly obrain what he died for, nor to open the great ſatisfaction 
and pleaſure vhich will rife to him ouc of thoſe iſſues of his 
Gzaths but to point at the principal encs cf his ceath, making 
ſome brief improvements, as we pals along, | 

Firſt, Then let us enquire into the defizns and ends of 
Chriſt's humiliation, at leaſt, the main and principal ones : 
2nd we ſhall find, that as the ſprinkling of the Typica! blood in 
the O:d Teſtament, was done for four weighty Ends or Uſes; 
anſ{werably: the precious and invaluable blood of the Teſtator 
and Surety of the New Teſtamear, is ſhed for four weighty 
Ends aif{o. 

Fir/t, That blood was thed and applied to deliver from dan- 
ger, Exod. £2. 13. nd the biood ſhall be ro yuu for a token upon 
the houſes where you are, and when | ſee the blood I will paſs over 
you, And the Plague ſhalt not be upon you, to deffray you when 1 
ſmitethe Land of Egypt. | 

Secondly, That blood was fhed to wake an attonement be- 
wixe God and the people, Levit. 4. 20, And be ſhall do with 
the Bulloch, as be did with the Bullock, for a ſin offering ſo ſhai 


he 


Serm. 38. of Chrift”'s umiliation rpencd. 


he ao with this ; and the Prieſt (hall make an attonement for them, 
and it ſhall be forgiven them, 

Thirdly, That blood was ſhed to purifie perſons from their 
ceremonial pollutions, LZevit. 14.6, 7. He ſhall dip the Cedar 5... 
wood, and Scarlet, and Hyſop with the living bird in the blood of 6-1 1e pore 
the bird that was kil”d over the running water, and he ſhall ſbriville tum che 
upon him that is to be cleanſed from the Leprojie ſeven times 5 and He 
ſhall pronounce him clean, and ſvall let the living bird loſe inthe 1 
open field. | my "Me- 

Fourthly, That blood was ſhed to ratife and confirm the ms, 
Teſtament or Covenant of God with the people, Exod. 24.8 
Ana Moles took the blood, and ſprinkled it on the peeple, and fo:d Erhn 3% at 
behold the blood of the Covenant, which the Lord hath made with oO 
you concerning al: theſe words. Thee were the four min Ends of &.,: 5... 
ſhedding and ſprinkling that Typical blood. Suitably, there ie 5-7, 
are four pri:cipal Ends of thedding and applying Chriſt's & firmun, 
blood. As thar Typical blood was thed to deliver from d2n- ©f1 © 
ger, ſo this was ſhed to deliver from wrath, even the wrath 19 * 
come. That was thed to make an atronement, ſo was this. _ 
That was iized to purifie perſons from uncleanneſs, ſo was this. 
That was ſhed to confirm the Teſtament, ſo was this, As will 
appear in the particulars more at large. 

End 1. 

Firſt, One principal deſign and End of ſhedding the blood Zx4 x. 

of Chrit was ro deliver his people from danger, the danger of that 
wrath which burns down to the loweſt Hell. So you find, 1 Thef, 
I. 10. Even Jeſus who delivered us from the wrath 10 come, Here 
our miſery is both Ppecified, and aggravated. Specify'd in cal- 
ling it wrath, a word of deep and dreadful {ignifhcation. The 
damned beſt underſtand the importance of that word. And 
aggravated in calling it wrath to come, or coming wrath. 
Wrath ro come implies both the faturity, and perpetuity of this 
wrath, Irs wrath that Gall certainly and inevitzbly come up- 
on f{inners. As fure as the night foliov's the day. As ſore 25 
the Winter foliow's the Summer; fo (hall wrath follow fas 
and the pleaſures thereof. Yea. it's pot only certainly iu- 
ture, bu! when it comes it will be abiding vrath, or wrath 
fill counrg. When millions of Yeers and Ages are paſt aud 
gone, - thi: will (till be wrath ro come, Ever-coming, 2s a river 
ever-flowing. 

Now from this wrath ro come, hath Jeſus ce)ivered his peo- 
ple by his deach. For that as the price 141d down for their 
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redemption from the wrath of the great and terrible God, 
Rom. 5. g. ſuch more then being juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be 
ſaved from wrath through him. The blood of Jeſus was the 
price that ranſomed man from this wrath. And it was thed 


\ nor only to deliver them from wrath to come, but to deliver 


them freely, fully, diltinguiſhingly, and wonderfully from it. 

Firf, Freely, by his own voluntary interpoſition and ſuſ- 
ception of che mediatorial office, moved thereunto by his 
own bowels of compaſſion; which yearaed over his Ele& in 
their miſery. The Saints were once 4 loſt generation, thar 
had fold themſelves, and their inheritance alſo; and had nor 
wherewithal ro Redeem ' either : but chey had a near kinſman 
(even their elder Brother by the Mothers fide) to whom the 
right of Redemption did belong ; who being a mighty man 
of wealth, the heir of all things, undertook to be their Goel ; 
and out of his own proper ſubſtance to Redeem both them and 
their inheritance. Them to be his own inheritance, Eph, 
1,10. And heaven to be theirs, 1 Pet. 1. 4. All this be did 
moſt freely, when none made ſupplication to him. No figh- 
ing of the priſoners came before him. He delign'd it for us 
before we had a being. And when the purpoſes of his grace 
were come to their parturient fulneſs, then did he freely lay 
out the infinite treaſures of his blood to purchaſe our delive- 
rance from wrath. 

Secondly, Chriſt by death hath delivered his people fully. A 
fall deiiverance itis, both in reſpe& of Time and Degrees. A 
full deliverance in reſpect of Time. It was not a Reprieve, bur 
a deliverance, He thought it not worth the ſhedding of his 
blood to reſpite tie execution for a while. Nay, in the pro- 
curement of their eternal deliverance from wrath, and in the 
purchaſe of their eternal inheritance, he hath-but an even bar- 
£110, not a jot more than his blood was worth. Therefore 
15 hevecome the Author of | Eternal Salvation] to themthat obey 
him, Heb.5.9, And as it is full in reſpe of Time, ſo likewiſe 
in reſpect of Degrees. He died not to procure a mitigation or 
anitement of the rigor or ſeverity of the ſentence, but to 
reſcue his people fully from-all degrees of wrath. So that 
there 15 B0 condemnation fo them tharare in Chriſt, Rown.8.1, 
All the wrath of God to the laſt crop, was ſqueezed out into 
e220 oitter cop which Chriſt drauk off, anc wrung out the ve- 

Thirdly, 


b. 
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Thirdly, This deliverance obtained for us by the death of 
Chriit, is a ſpecia? and diſtinguithing deliverance. Nor: com- 
mon to all, but peculiar to ſome ; and they by nature no bet- 
ter chan choſe thar are Jefr under wrath. Yea, as to natural 
diſpoſition, mora! qualikcacions and external endowments of- 
ten times far inferiour to them rhar perich, How oftca do we 
find a moral righteouſneſs, an harrnlefs innocency, a pretty in- 
genuity, 2 readineſs to all. offices of love; in them that are 
notwithſtanding left under the dominion of other Lufts, and 
under the damning ſentence of ti;e Law ; whilit on the other 
fide, proud, peeviſh, ſenſual, morofe, and unpolitſhr natures, 
are choſen to be the ſubjects of this. Salvation. You ſie jour 
calling, brethren, 1 Cor. I. 26. 

Fourthly, And laſtly, it is a wonderful ſalvation. It would 
weary the arm of an Angel to write down al! the wonders 
that are in this ſalvation, That ever {uch a Deftgn ſhould be 
laid, ſuch a project of grace contrived in the heart of God ; 
who might have ſuffered the whole ſpecies to periſh ; That 
it ſhould only concern man, and not the Angels, by nature 
more excellent than us; thar Chriſt (hould be pitcht upon to 
go forth upon this g'orious Deſign, That he ſhould effe& it 
in ſuch a way,- by taking our nature and ſuffering the penalty 
of the Law therein, That our deliverance thould be wrought 
out and finitht when the Redeemer and his deſign ſeem'd both 
co be loſt and periſhed. Theſe wich many more are ſuch won- 
ders as will take up eternity it ſelf to ſearch, admire, and 
adore them. 

Before I part from chis firſt End of the Death of Chriſt, 
give me leave to deduce two uſeful Corollaries from it, and 
chen proceed to a ſecond. 

Corollary I. 

Hath Chriſt by Death delivered his people from the wrath 
to come ? How ingrate and aiſingentous a thing muſt it be then for 
thoſe that have obtain'd juch a deliverance as this, to repine and 
gradge at thoſe light ajflifti:ns they ſuffer for 4 myment upon Chriſt's 
account in thu world ! 

Alas! Whar are theſe ſufferings, that we ſhould grudge ar 
them? Are they like thoſe which the Redeemer {uffzred for 
our d<liverance ? Did ever any of us endure for him. what 
he endureJ for us? Or is there any thing you caa ſuffer for 
Chriſt in this world, comparable ro this wrath ro come, which: 
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you muſt have endured, had he not by the price of his own 
blood reſcued you from it ? 
Compare Reader, wilt thou but make the compariſon in thine own 
thouzhrs in the following particulars, and then pronounce, when 


-  .- thou hiſt duly compared. 
Tn: Ne Firf, What is the wrath of Man, to the wrath of God? 


FHTESs Vhar is che Arm of a creature, to the anger of a Deity ? 
Can man thunder with an arm like God ? _ 
SubjeSs. Secondly, What are the ſufferings of the vile body here, to 


the tortures of a Soul and body in Hell? The tormeants of the 

Soul, are the very ſoul of tormenrs. 

Duration. Thirdly, What 2re the troubles of a moment, to that wrath 
which after Millions of years are gone will ſtill be call'd 
wrath to come ? O what compare betwixt a point of haſty 
time and the interminable duration of vaſt Eternity ? 

Continuity, Fourthly, What compare is there betwixt the intermitting 
ſorrows and ſufferings of this life, and the continued unin- 
terrupted wrath ro come ? Our troubles here are not conſtant, 
there are gracious relaxations, lucid intervals here ; but the 
wrath to come allows not a moments eaſe, or mitigation. 

Deſigns, Fifthly, What light and eafie troubles are thoſe which be- 
ing put into the rank and order of adjuvant cauſes, work under 
the influence and blefling of the firſt cauſe to the everlaſting 
good of them that love God, compared with that wrath ro 
come, out of which no good effe&ts or iſſues are poſlible to 
proceed to the foals on which it lies ? 

And Com. Sixthly, And laſtly, how much more comfortable is it, to 

ſuffer in fellowthip with Chriſt and his Saints for righteou(- 

nels ſake; than to ſufter with Devils and Reprobartes for 
wickednels ſake? Grudge not then O ye that are delivered 
by Jeſus from wrath to come, at any thing ye do ſuffer, or 

{all ſuffer from Chriſt, or for Chriſt in this world. 

Corollary 2, 
Cer. 2. If Jeſus Chriſt hath delivered his people from the wrath to 
come, how little comfort can any man take in his preſent enjoyments 
and accommodations in the world, whilſt it remains a que(tion with 
him whether he be dcliver'd from the wrath to come ! It's well for 
preſent, bat will it be fo fill > Man is a proſpecting Creature, 
and it will not {atisfie him that his preſent condition is com- 
fortable, except hz have ſome hope it ſhall be ſo hereafter. 


Ic can afford a man little content that all is eafie and _— 
about 


parons. 
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about him now 3; whilſt ſuch piſſhges and terrible hints of 
wrath to come are given him by his own conſcience daily. Oh 
merhinks ſuch a thought as this, what if 1 am reſerved for the 
wrath to come ? Should be to hi:n 25 the fingers appearing upon 
the plaiſter of the wall were to Belteſhazzaer in the height of 
a frollick. It's a cuſtom with ſome of the Indians when they $ir R. Bark- 
have taken a priſoner (v.hom they intend not preſently to eat; lev in the fe- 
to bring him with great Triamp!, inco the Village where he 992 of MY 
dwelleth that hath tak*: hir:; 2nd placing him in the houſe 75: 
of one that was (lain in the Wars, as it were to re-celebrate 
his funerals, they give him his Wives or Sitters to attend on 
on him, and uſe at his p!23{ure. They apparel him gorgeoully, 
and feed him with all the dainty meats that may be had;afford- 
ing him all the pleaſure that can be deviſed; when he hath paſt 
cer:2in- months in ail theſe pleafures, and like a Capon is 
made fat with delicate fare, tizy aſſemble themſelves upon 
ſome feltival day, and in great pomp bring him to the place of 
execution, where they kill, and eat him. 

Such zre all the pleaſures and enjoyments of the wicked, 
which feed them for the day of (laughter. How little tomach 
can a man have to thoſe dainties that underſtands the end and 
meaning of them! Give not ilzep therefore to thine eyes, 
Reader, till chou have got good evidence that thou art of thar 
number whom Jeſ#s hath delivered fram wrath to come, Till 
thou canſt ſay, he is a Jeſus to thee. This may be made ont 
to thy fatisfaction three waies. 

Firſt, If eſs have delivered thee from ſin, the cauſe of wrath, 
thou maiſt conclude he hath delivered thee from wrath, the effeft and 
fruit of fin, Upon this account the ſweet name of Feſ7-s was 
impoſed upon him, 2atth, 1. 21. Thox ſhalt call bis name Feſwus, 
for he ſvall ſave his people from their ſins. Whilſt a man lies under 
the dv winion and guilt of (ia, he lies expoſed to wrath to come; 
and whea he is delivered from the guilt and power of ſin, he 
is certainly delivered from the danger of this coming wrath. 
Where {in is not imputed, wrath is not threatned. 

Secondly, !f thy ſoul do ſet an inejtimavle valne on Feſus Chriſt, 
and be endearcd to bim upon the account of that incxpreſſuvle grace 
manifeſted in this deliverance, it s a good fign thy foul hath a ſhare 
in it. Mark what an Epithice the Saints give Citriit upon this 
account, Col. 1.12, 13. Giving thanks to the Father who hath 
delivered uw from the pawer of darkzo, and tranſlated us into the 
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Kingdom of his [ dear ] Son. Chriſt is therefore dear and dear 
beyond all compare to his ſaved ones. Iremember it's ftoried 
of the poor enthralled Grecians, that when Titus Flamminius 
had reſtored their ancient liberties 5 and proclamation was to 
be made in the Marker place by an Herald ; They to preſt 
to hear ir, thar the Heraid was in great danger of being (tifled 
and preſt co death among the people ; bur when the Procla- 


- mation was enced, there were heard ſuch ſhouts, and joyful 


acclamationss that the very birds of the air fell down alto- 
nithed with the noiſe, while they continued to cry #9732, o#71e, 
2 Saviour, a Saviour: and all the following night they con- 
tinued dancing and (inging about his Pavilion. 

If ſuch a deliverance fo inceared them to Titus; How ſhould 
the great deliverance from wrath to come, endear all the re- 
deemed to love their dear Je/z#s ? This is the native efte&t of 
mercy cn the ſou] that bath felt it. 

Thirdly, To conclude,a diſpoſition and readineſs of mind to dogor 
endure any thing for Chriſts ſake upon the account of this deliverance 
from the wrath to comes 15 a good evidence you are ſo delivered, 
Col. 1. 10, 11, That we may walk worthy of the Lord to all pleas 
fing, being fruitful in every good work, There's readinels to. do 
tor Chriit. Srrengrhened with all might according to his glorious 
rower, urto all patience and long-ſuffering with joyfulnef. There's 
a cheartul readinels to endureany thing for Chritt. And how 
both theſe flow from the ſence of this great deliverance from 
virath, the 12, verſe will inform you, which was but now cited. 
O!, then be ſerious and afliduous in the reſolution of this 
grand caſe. Till this be reſolved, nothing can be pleaſant to 
thy Souul. 

| End 2, 

As the Typical! blood was ſhed and (prinkled to deliver 
from danger, foit was ihed to make artonement, Levit. 4. 20. 
He ſell cxpiate (ne tranfilate attone) rhe ſm. The Word im- 
ports both. And the true meaning 1s, that by the blood of 
the Bullock, all whole efhcacy ſtood in its relation to the 
blood of Chriii fignitied and ſhadowed by ir ; the people for 
whom it was ſhed, ſhould be reconciled- ro God by the expia- 
tion and remiition of their fins. And what was {h:dowed in 
this Typical blood wasrealiy celigned and accomplitht by Jeſus 
Chriſt in the ſhedving of his blood. 

Reconciliation of the Elect ro God, is therefore another of 
thoſe 


Serm. 38. of ChriſPs Fiumliation ovened, 475 


thoſe beautiful births which Chriſt travailed for. So you find 
it expreſly, Rom. 5. 10. 1f when we were enzmies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son. This (| if, J] is nota word 
of doubting-but argumentation. The Apoitiz ſuppoſes it as 2 
known truth, or principle yielded by all Chriitians 3 that the 
death of Chriſt was to reconcile the Elect ro God. And 
again he affirms it with like clearne{s, Col. 1. 20, 4nd having 

made peace by the blood of his Croſs, by him to reconcile all things 
And that this was a main and principal end defizned both by 

the Father and Son in the humiliation of Chriſt is plain from 

2 Cor. 5. 18, 19. God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to him- 
{elf. God filled the humanity with grace and authoricy. The 
Spirit of God was in him to qualifie him. The Authority of 

God was in him by Commiſſion, to make all he cid valid. 

The grace and love of God to mankind was in him, and one *£2ncitiare 
of the principal effe&s in which it was manifeſted, was this mo _ 
deſign upon which he came. 4z. To reconcile the world ro 1h 7 pad 
God. Upon which ground Chriſt is called the propiriation for offenfione 
owr fins, 1 John 2. 2. Now, Reconciliation or attonement is no- #9ua grav3 
thing elſe but the making up of the ancient friend;hip berwixe CE mPee®, 
God and Men which fin had diflolved, and fo to reduce theſe /-verve uma 
enemies into a ſtate of concord and ſweet agreement, And in priſtinam 
the means by which this bleiſed deſign was <ffecually com- <2ncordiam 
paſſed, was by the death of Chriſt which made complear 7%ccre- , 
fatisfation to God for the wrong we had done him. There £9 
was 2 breach made by fin betwixt God and Angels, bur that © © 
breach is never to be repaired or made up. Since as Chriſt rook 
not on him their nature, {o he never iterided to be a media- 
ror of reconciliation betwixt God and them. Thar will be 
2n eternal breach. But that which Chriit ccfigned as rhe end 
of his death was to reconcile God and man. . Not the whole 
ſpecies, but a certain number whole names wete given to Chritt, 

Here | mu briefiy open, 1. How Chriſts death Reconciles. 

2, Why this Reconciletion is brought avout by his death, 

rather than any other way. 3. What are the Articles accor- 
_ ding to which it's made. And 4. Vhat manner of reconciiia- 


tion this 1s. 


Firſt, How Ctortjt Reeonciiis Go and Hen by his (cath, And ; + 
'r miſt n-eds be by the fatisfation his Death mage to the 
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ment of our peace was upon him, and by bis ſtripes are we healed, 
Thar is (as our Engliſh Annotators well ſenſe it) He was cha- 
ſtized to procure our peace by removal of our {ins that ſet God 
2nd us aſunder, the guile thereof being diſcharged with the 
price of his blood. 

Now this Reconciliation is made and continued betwixt 
God and us three ways, namely, by the oblar;on of Chriſt 
which was the price that procured it, and ſy we were virtually 
or meritoriouſly reconciled. By the application of Chriſt and 
his benefits to us through faith, and fo we are analy recon- 
ciled. And by the virtual contizuarion of the ſacrifice of Chriſt 
in heaven, by his potent and eternal z»rerceſion, and fo our 
ſtate of reconciliation is confirmed, and all future breaches pre- 
vented. Bur all depends as you ſee, upon the death of Chriſt. 
For had not Chriſt died, his death could never be applied to 
us, nor pleaded in heaven for us. How the death of Chriſt 
meritoriouſly procutes our reconciliation is evident from that 
forecited Scripture, Rom. 5.10 When we were enemies we were 
reconciled to Ged by the death of hw Son, (i. «e) Chriſt's death 
did meritorioufly or virtually reconciie us toQod, who as to 
our ſtzte were enemies long after that reconciliation was made. 
That che app/icarion of Chriit ro us by faich, mikes thar virtual 
reconciliation to become actual is pjain enough from Eph. 2, 
16,17. Ard that be might reconcile both unto God in cnebody 
by the Croſs, havin; ſlain the enmity thereby, And came and 
Preached peace t9 you that were afar off , and is then that 
were 2ich. Now therefore (as it us added ver. ig.) TY: are 
70 more ſlrangers and foraigners, but fellow Citizens with the 
Saints, &c And thir this ſtate of friendihip 1s {till conrt- 
zned by Chritt's interceſſion within the vail, ſo that there can 
be 80 brezches made upon tae {tate of our peace not-+ithitand- 
ing all the daily provocations ve give God by cnr tins; is the 
coinfortabie truch which thie Apoitie plainly aflercs, after he 
had given a neceſliry caution to prevent the abuſe of it, in 
I Toh. 2.1, 2 Ay little children, rheſe things write ] unto yout that 
ye ſin net; avd tif any man fin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Ferns Chriſt the righteous: and he « the propitiation, &C. 
Thus Chriit reconciles us to God, by his death, 

S-e64ly, And 1f you enquire why this reconciliation was 
made vy the geatiz of Chriſt, rather than any other way. Sa- 
risfaction is at hand in theſe two arnſyers, 

Fir/?, 
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Firſt, That we can imagine no other way by which it cou'd 
be compaſſed. And* | 

Secondly, If God could have Reconciled us as mnch by 2no- 
ther way, yet he could not have O3/;ged us ſo much by doing 
it in another way, as he hath by doing it this way. Surely 
none but he that was God manifeſt in our fleſh, could offer a 


ſacrifice of ſufficient value to make God amends for the wrong . 


done him by one fin, much lefs for all the fins of the EleR. 
And how God thould (eſpecially afrer a peremptory threztsn- 
ing of death for fin) readmir us into favour withour full farif 
faction, cannot be imagined. He is indeed inclin'd to acts of 
mercy, but none muſt ſuppoſe him to exerciſe one atcribute. 
in prejudice to another. That his 7ice muit be Eclipfed, 
whilſt his Mercy ſhines, But allow the infinite wiſdom could 
have found out another means of reconciling us as much, can 
you imagine that in any other way he conld oblige us as mach, 
25 he hath gone by reconciling us to himſelf by the dearh of 
his own Son ? It cannot be thought poſſible. This therefore 
was the moſt effectual, juſt, honourable and obliging way to 
make up the peace betwixt him and us. 

Thirdly, This reconciliation purchaſed by the blood of 
Chriſt, is offered unto men by the Goſpel upon certain A-- 
ticles and conditions; upon the performance whereof it actu- 
ally becomes theirs ; and wichout which, notwithſtanding all 
that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered, the breach Rill continues 
betwixt them and God. And ler no man think tis a deroga- 
tion from the freeneſs and riches of Grace, for theſe things 
ſerve (ingularly to illurate and commend the grace of God to 
{janers. 

As he conſulted his own glory, in the terms on which he 
offers us our peace with him; fo 'tis his grace which brings up 
ſouls to thoſe cerms of reconciliation. And ſurely he hath aor 
ſuſpended the mercy of our reconciliation up2n unreafonzbie 
or impoſſible conditions. He hath not ſaid, if you will do as 
mach for me, as you have done againſt me, I will be ar peace 
with you : Bur the two grand Articles cf peace with God are 
Repentance and Faith, In the fr{t we lay doin arms againſt 
God, and *tis meer it thould be fo, before he readimits us 1n- 
co a ftate of peace, and favour , in the other we zccepr Chriſt 
and pardon through him with 3 thankful hearr, vielding up 


our felves ro his government Which 1 equally reatonzble. 
Qqq Tee 
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Theſe are the terms on which we are actually reconciled 
ro God. Let the wicked for/ake his way, and the unrighteous 
man bis thoughts, and let him #1rn to the Lord, and he will have 
mercy on him 5, and to our God, for Le will abundantly pardon. Yo 
Rom. 5. I. Being juſtified by faith, we bave peace with God, And 
ſurely it would not become the holy God toown as his friend 
and favourite, a man that goes on perverſely and impenitently 
in the way of ſin ; not ſo much as acknowledging, or once be- 

vailing the wrong he bath done him, purpoſing to do ſo no 
more 3 or to receive into amity one that flights and rejects 
the Lord Jeſus, whoſe precious blood was ſhed to procure and 
purchaſe peace and pardon for (inners. . 

Bur if there be any poor ſoul that faith in his heart, it re- 
pents we for (inning againſt God, and is ſincerely willing to 
come to Chriſt upon Goſpel terms, he ſhall have peace. And 
that peace, 

Fourthly, Is no common peace. The reconciliation which 
the Lord Jeſus died to procure for broken hearted believers 
it 15 | 

Firſt, A firm well bottom'd reconciliation, putting the re- 
conciled ſoul beyond all poſſibility of coming under . God's 
wrath any more, Iſa. 54. 10. Mountains may depart,and hills be 
removed, but the Covenant of this peace cannot be removed. 
HR is a Surety by way of caution, to prevent new breaches, 
2 John 1.2. 

Secondly, This reconciliation with God is the fountain out 
cf which all our other comforts flow to us; this is plainly 
carried in thoſe words of Eliphzz to Fob, Chap. 22. 21. Ac- 
qaaint now thy ſelf with him, and be at peace, thereby good ſhall 
come unto thee, As trade flouriſhes, and riches come in when 


peace is made betwixt States and Kingdoms : ſo all ſpiritual 


2nd temporal mercies flow into our boſoms, when once we 
5re reconciled to God. What the comfort of ſuch a peace 
will be in a day of ſtraights and dangers, and what it will be 
vaiued at in a dying day, who but he that feels it can declare? - 
And yet ſuch a one cannot fully declare ir, for it paſſes all un- 
Cerſtanding, Phi, 4.7, We (hail now make ſome improve- 
___ this, and pals on to the third end of the &eath of 
ariſt, | 


Tnferense 
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Inference I. 

If Chriſt died to reconcile God and man, How horrid an evil then 
is ſin! And how terrible was that breach made vetwixt God and 
the creature by it, which could no other way be made up but by the 
death of the Son of God! I remember-I have read, that when a 
great chaſm or breach was made inthe earth by an earthquike, 
and the Oracle was conſulted how it might be cloſed ; this 2n- 
ſwer was returned, that breach can never be cloſed, except ſome- 
thing of great worth be thrown into it, Such a breach was thar 
which fin made, it could never be reconciled bur by the dearth 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt excellenc thing in all the Creation. 

Inference 2, 

How ſad is the ſtate of all ſuch as are not comprized inthe 4+ 
ticles of peace with God ! The impenitent unbeliever is excert- 
ed. God 1s not reconciled to him: and if God be his ene- 
my, how little avails it, who ts his friend. For if God be a 
man's enemy, he hath an Almighty enemy in him, whole ve- 
ry frown is deſtruction, Deut, 32. 40, 41, 42. 1 lift up my 
hand to Heaven, and ſay, I live for ever, If 1 whet my glitrer- 
ing ſword, and my hand take hold on judgement ; I will render wen- 
geance to my enemies, ana 1 will reward them that hate me. I will 
make mine arrows drunk with blood, (and my ſword ſhall devour 
fleſh) and that with the blood of the Slain and the Captives, from 
the beginning of revenge upon the enemy, 

Yea, he is an «unavoidable enemy. Fly to the utmoſt parts 
of the earth there ſhall his hand reach thee, as it is, F/al. 
x39.10, The wings of the morning cannot carry thee out of 
his reach. If God be your enemy, you have an immortal ene- 
my, who lives for ever to avenge himſelf upon his adverſa- 
ries. And what wilt thou do when thou art in Saz!'s caſe, 
1 Sam. 28.15, 16. Alas, whither wilt thou turn? To whom 
wilt thou complain. But what wilt thou do when thou ſhalr 
{tand at the Bar and ſee that God who is thine enemy upon the 
throne ? Sad is their caſe indeed, who are not comprehended 
1n the Articles of peace with God. 

Inference 3. 

If Chriſt died to reconcile us tro God, give dilicence to clear 
up to your own ſouis your intereſt in this reconciliation. If Chriſt 
thought it worth his blood to purchaſe ir, it's worth your care 
and pains to clear it. And what can better evidence ir than 
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your conſcientious tencernel(s of (in, leſt you make new 
breaches. Ah, if reconciled you will ſay, as Ezra. 9g. 14, 
And now our God, ſeeing thou haſt given us ſuch a deliverance as 
this; ſnou'd we again break, thy Commandments? It reconciled to 
God, his friends will be your friends, and his enemies your 
enemies. If God be your friend you will be diligent to pleaſe 
him, 705. 15. 10, 14 He that makes not peace with God is 
20 Enemy to his own foul. And he that is at peace, but takes 
no pains to clear it, is an enemy to his own comfort. But I 
mult paſs from this to the (io End of Chriſt's death. 
End 3. 

You have ſeen two of thoſe beautiful births of Chriſt's tra- 
vail, and lo a third cometh, namely, the {anftification of his 
people, Typical blood was thed, as you heard, to purifie them 
that were unclean, and ſo was the blood of Chriſt ſhed to 
purge away the fins of his people 3 ſo ſpeaks the Apoſtle ex- 
pretly, Epheſ. 5. 25, 26. Chriſt gave himſelf for the Church, that 
ke might [anc;ifie and cleanſeit. And ſo he tells us himſelf, Joh. 
I7.19. 4nd for their ſakes 1 ſanfifie my ſelf (4. e.) conſecrate or 
Cevote my ſelf to death, that they alſo might be ſanftified through 
the truth. Upon the account of this benefit received by the 
blood of Chriſt,is that Doxology which in a lower train is now 
ſ>unded in the Churches, but will be matter of the Lambs 
ſong in Heaven, Rev. 1. 5,6. To him that loved usand wath- 
ed us from our fins in his own blood be glory and ho- 
nour for ever. 

Now there is a twofold evil in (in, the gail: of it, and the 
pollution of it. Juſtification properly cures the former, Sani- 
fication the latter; but both Juſtification and San&ification 
flow unto ſinners out of the death of Chriſt; And though it's 
proper to fay the ſpirit ſanRifies, yet it is certain it was the 
blood of Chriit chat procured for us the ſpirit of ſanRifica- 
tion. Had not Chriſt died, the fpiric had never come down 
from Heaven upon any ſuch deſign. 

The pcuring forth of Chriſt's blood for us obtained the 
pouring forth of the ſpirit of holineſs upon us. Therefore the 
ipirit is {aid to come in his name, and to take of his and ſhew it 
unto us, Hence it's ſaid, 1 Joh. 5.6. he came both by blood and 
by water ; by blood walking away tne guile, by water purify- 
ing from the fil: of fin. Now this fruit of Chriſt's death, 
even our ſanCtification, is a moſt incomparable mercy: 

For 
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For, do but confider a few particular excellencies of holineſs. 

Firſt, Holineſs is the Image and Glory of God. His image, 
Col. 3.10. and his glory, Exod. 15. 11. who « like unto thee, 
O Lord, glorioas in holineſ? Now whea the guilt and filth of 
fin is waht off, and the beauty of God put upon the foul in 
ſanctification, O what a beautiful Creature is the ſoul now. 
So lovely ih the eyes of Chriſt even in its imperfect holineſs, 
that he ſaith, Carr. 6.5. Turn away thine eyes from me for 
they have overcome me. Sowe render it, but the Hebrex 
word {ignifies, they have made me proud, or puffed me vp. 
It's a beam of divine glory upon the Creature, enamouring 
the very heart of Chriſt. 

Secondly, As it's the fouls higheſt beauty, ſo ic's the ſouls 
beſt evidence for heaven. Plefſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. 8. And without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
God, Heb. 12. 14+ No gifts, no duties, no natural endow- 
ments will evidence a right in heaven, but the leaſt meaſure 
of true holineſs will ſecure heaven to the ſoul. 

Thirdly, As holineſs is the ſouls beſt evidence for heaven, 
ſo it's a continual ſpring of comfort to it in the way thither. 
The pureſt and ſweeteſt pleaſures in this world are the -reſults 
of holineſs. Till we come to live holily, we never live com- 
fortably. Heaven is Epitomized in holineſs. 

Fourthly, And to ſay no more, It is the peculiar mark by 
which God hath viſibly diltioguithed his own, from other 
men, P/al. 4.3. The Lord hath ſet apart him that is Godly for 
himſelf, Q.D. this is the Man, and that the Woman ro whom 
I intend to be good forever. This is a man for me. O ho- 
lineſs, how ſurpaſſingly glorious art thou ! 

Infereuce I, 

Did Chriſt die to ſanRtifie his people, how deep then is the 
pollution of ſin, that nothing but the blood of Chriſt can 
cleanſe -it ! All the tears of a penitent finner, {l;ould he ſhed 
25 many as there have fallen drops of rain fince the Creation 
to this day, cannot waſh away one fin. The everlaſting bura- 
in2s in Hell, cannot purifie the flaming conſcience from the 
leaſt fin. O guels at the wound by che largeneſs and length of 
this Tent that follows the mortal weapon f1n- 

Inference 2, 

Did Chriſt die to ſanctifie his people ? Behoid chen the 
love of a Saviour. 4 loved us, and wajled us fromour [m rn 
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bis own blood. - He did not ſhed the blood of beaſts, as the 
Prieſts of old did, but his own blood, Heb. 9g. 12. And 
that no commo2, but precious blood , 1 Per. 1,19. The 
blood of God, one drop of which out-values the blood that 
runs in the veins of all Adams poſterity” And not ſome of 
chat blood, but all; to the laſt drop. He bled every vein dry 
for us , and what remain'd lodg'd about the heart of dead 
Jeſus, -was let out by that bloody Spear which pierced the 
Pericardium: ſo that he beſtow'd the whole treaſure of his 
blood upon us. And thus liberal was he of his blood to us 
when we were enemies. This then is that heaven)y Pelicar 
that feeds his young with his own blood. O what manner of 
love is this ! But I muſt haſten. 
End 4. 

End 4. As Chrift dyed to ſanftifie his people. So he dyed alſo to com- 
firm the New Teſtament to all thoſe ſaniified ones. Yo it was in 
the Type, Exod. 24. $. And fo it is in the truth. Th © the 
New Teſtament in my blood, Matth. 26. 28. (i. e.) ratified and 
confirmed by my blood. For where a Teſtament 1s, there 
mult alſo of neceſſity be the death of the Teſtator, Heb.g.16. 
ſo that now all the bleſſings and benefits bequeathed to believers 
in the laſt Will and Teſtament of Chriſt, are abundantly con- 
firmed and ſecured to them by his death. Yea, he died 
on purpoſe to make that Teſtament in force to them. Men 
make their Wills and Teſtaments, and Chriſt makes his. 

Nullo prx- What they bequeath and give in their Wills is a free and 
--ntiz metu Voluntary aft, they cannot be compeil'd ro do it. And what 
periculi. 1s bequeathed to us in this Teſtament of Chriſt,is altogether a 
Cotes Tajlit. free and voluntary donation. Other Teſtators uſe to bequeath 
I. 3- CaP- 1% their Eftates to their Wiyes, and Children, and near rela- 
tions 3 ſodoth this Teſtator, all is ſettled vpon his Spouſe the 
Church. Upon believers, his children. A ſtranger inter- 
meddles not with theſe mercies. They give all their goods 
and eſtates rhat can that way be conveyed to their friends thar 
turvive them ; Chriſt giveth to his Church in this New Teſta- 

ment three forts of Goods. | 
Firſt, All Temporal good things, 1 Tim. 6. 1. Matth. 6. 33. 
(4. e.) the comfort and bleſſing of all, though nor the pol- 
ſeſſion of much. As having nothing, and yet poſlefling all 

things, 2 Cor. 6. 10, 

Secondly, All Spiritual good things are bequeathed to them 
in 
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in this Teſtament, as Remiſion of fin, and acceptation with 
God which are contained in their Juſtification, Ro2.3.24,25,26, 
Sanfification of their natures both #irial and progreflive, 
I Cor. 1. 30. Adoption into the family of God, Gal. 3. 26. 
The Miniftry of Angels, - Zeb. 1. 14. Intereſt in all the Pro- 
miles, 2 Pet. 1-4. Thus ail ſpiritual good things are in Chrifts 


Teſtament conveyed to them. And as all Temporal, and - 


Spiritual, fo 

Thirdly, Ali Eternal good things. Heaven, Glory, and eter- 
nal Life, Rom. 8. 10, 11. No ſuch bequeits as theſe were ever 
found in the Teſtaments of Princes. That which Kings and 
Nobles fetcle by Will upon cheir Heirs, are but trifles co 
what Chriſt hath conferred in the New -Teſtament opon his 
people. Andall this is confirmed and ratified by the death of 
Chriſt, ſo that the promiſe is ſure, and the Eſtate indefeafible 
to all the Heirs of Promiſe. 

How the death of Chriſt confirmed the New Teſtament 
15 worth our enquiry. The Socinians, as they allow no other 
end of Chriſts death but the confirmation of the New Teſta- 
ment, ſo they affirm he did it only by way of Te#imony, or 
witneſs-bearing in his death. But this is a vile derogation 
from the efficacy of Chriſts blood, to bring it down into an 
equality with the blood of Martyrs. As if there were no more 
in it, than was in their blood. 

But know, Reader, Chriſt died not only or principally to 
confirm the Teſtament by his blood as a witneſs to the truth 
of thoſe things, but his death ratified it 2s the death of a 
Teſtator, which makes the New Teſtament irrevocable. And 
ſo Chriſt is called in this Text. Look as when a man hath 
made his Will and is dead, that Will is preſently in force, 
and can never be recall'd. Beſides the will of the dead is 
ſacred with men. They dare not croſs it. Ir's certain the lat 
Will and Teſtament of Chriſt is moſt ſacred, and God will 
never annul oc make it void: Moreover, it is not with Chriſt 
25 with other Teſtators who die and muſt truſt the perfor- 
mance of their Wills with their Executors, but as he died ro 
put it in force, ſo he lives again to be the Executor of his own 
Teſtament, And all poyver to fulfil his Will is now in his 
own hands, - Rev. 1. 18. X 

Inference 1. 
Did Chil die to confirm the New Teilament in which ſect 
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Lezcies are bequeathed to believers. How are all believers 


ing is,to clear their Title tothe mercies contained 1n this bleſ- 
ſed Tetament. And this may be done two ways. By clear- 
ing to your ſelves your Covenant Relations to Chrift, And 
by diſcovering thoſe ſpecial Covenant impreſſions upon 
your hearts to which the Promiſes therein contained do be- 
long. | | 
Fir, Examine your Relations to Chriſt. Are you his Spouſes, 
have you forſaken all for him, P/al. 45- 10. Are you ready 
to take your lot with him as it falls in proſperity or adverſity, 
Fer. 2.2, And are you Loyal to Chriſt ? Thou ſhale be for me, 
and not for ancther, Hol. 3. 3. Do you yield obedience to him 
23S your He:d and Husband, Eph. 6. 24. Then you may be 
confident you are intereſted in the benefits and bleflings of 
Chrifs l:(t Wili and Teſtament, for can you imagine, Chriſt 
will make a Teſtament, and forget hits Spouſe? Ir cannot be. 
If he fo loved the Church as to give himſelf for her, much 
more whathe hath is ſettled on her. Again, are you his ſpi- 
ritu2l ſeed, his Chilzren by regeneration; Areyou born of the 
Spirit? Jobn 3. Dogou reſemble Chriſt in holineſs? 1 Pee. 
I. 14, 15. Do you find a reverential fear of Chriſt carrying 
you to obey him in all things? 4al. 1.6. Are you led by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, as many as are ſo led, they are the Sons of God, 
Rom. 8. 14. To conclude, have you the Spirit of Adoption, 
inabling you to cry Abba Father ? Gal. 4.6. That is, helping 
you in a gracious manner, with reverence mixt with filial con- 
fideace to open your hearts ſpiritually ro your Father on all 
occaſions? If fo, you are children, and if children, doubt not 
but you have a rich Legacie in Chriits laſt Will and Teſtament. 
He would not ſeal up his Teſtament, and forget his dear 
children. : 

Secondly, You may diſcern your intereſt in the New Teſta: 
ment or Covenant, (for they are ſubſtantially the fame thing) 
by the new Covenant imprefſions that are made on your 
hearts, which are fo many clear evidences of your right to 
rhe denetits it contains. Such are ſpiritual 11]uminztions, 
Ter. 31. 34 Gracious ſoftneſs, and renderr.efs of heart, Ezeh. 
It. 19. The aiu] dread and fear of God,- Jer. 32.40 The 
Copy cr tranſcript of his Laws on your hearts, in gracious 
correlpundcat principles, Fer. 31. 33: Tile tiiinzs ſpeik 
y OL 
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you the Children of the Covenaat, the perſons on whom 21! 
theſe great things are ſettled. 
Inference 2, 

To conclude, it is the indiſpenſible duty of all on whom 
Chriſt hath ſettled ſuch mercies, to admire his Love, and w.ill 
anſmerably to 1t, | 

Firſt, Admire the Love of Chrift. O how intenſe and 
ardent was the love of Jeſus! who defitned for you tuch an 
inheritance, with ſuch a ſettlement of it upon you! Thete 
are the mercies with which his love had travailed big from 
Eternity, and now he fees the travail of his ſoul, and you 
alſo have ſeen ſomewhat of it this day. Before this Love ler 
all the Saints fall down aſtonithed, humbly profefling, tha: 
they owe themſelves and all thzy are or ihall be worth to 
eternity, to this Love. 

Secondly, And be ſure you walk becoming perſons for whom 
Chriſt hath done ſuch greac things. Comfort your ſ-lves un- 
der preſent abaſures with your fpirituzl priviledges, Fm: 2. 5, 
And ler all your rejoycing be in Ciriit , and what you have 
in him, whilſt others are bleffing themſelves in vanity. Thus 
we have finiſhed the ſtate of Chrifſts Humiliation, and thence 
proceed to the fecond flate of his Exaltation. 


Hs finiihed what I defigned to ſpeak to about the work 
of Redemption, ſo far as it was carried on by Chriſt 
in his humbled (tate, we ſhall now view that blefled work 
as it is further advanced and perfefed in his tate of Exaltation. 
The whole of that work was not to be finiſhed on earth in 
a ſtate of ſuffering and abature, therefore the Apoſtle makes his 
Exaitation in order to the finiſhing of the reminder of his 
work, {o neceſſary a part of his Priefthood, that without ithe 
could not have been a Prieſt, Hev.8. 4. If he were on earth be 
ſhould not be a Prieſt, (1.e.) it he thoald have continued aiways 
here,and had not been raiſed again from the dead, and taken up 
into glory, he could not have been a compleat and perfett Priejt. 
without, and his blood left there 3 but after jt was {ied with- 
our, it muit be carried within the vailinco the mott holy vizce 
before the Lord, Heb. 9. 7. S9-it was not fufncient fa rack 
ſhed his own blood on earth, except he carry it Derore ths 
Lord into heave2n.,and there perform his interce//ion ork te w5, 
RTrfp | 
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Moreover, God the Father ſtood engaged in a ſolemn Co- 
venant to reward him for his deep humiliation, with a moſt 
oloricus and illuftrious advancement, //a. 49. 5, 6, 7. And 
how God (as it became him) made this good to Chriſt, the 
Apoſtle very clearly exprefles it, P#il. 2.9. 

Yez, Jai{tice required it ſhould be ſo. For how could our 
Surety be detained in the priſon of the Grave, when the debt 
for which he was impriſoned was by him fully diſcharged, fo 
that the Law of God muſt acknowledge it ſelf to be fully ſa- 
tified in all its claims and demands. His Reſurre&ion from 
the dead was therefore but his diſcharge or acquitrance upon 
fall payment. Which could not 1n Juſtice be denied him. 

And indeed God the Father loſt nothing by it, for there 
never was 2 more glorious manifeſtation made of the name of 
God to the World than was made in that work. Therefore 
it's ſaid, Phil. 2.11. Speaking of one of the deſigns of Chriſt's 
Exaltation, it was (faith the Apoſtle) That every Tongue ſhould 
confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, 
O how is the Love of God to poor fianers illuftriouſly, yea 
aſtoniſhingly diſplayed in Chriſt's Exaltation. When to ſhew 
the Complacency and Delight which he took in our recovery, 
he hath openly declared to the world that his exalting Chriſt 
to all that glory, ſuch as no meer creature ever was or can be 
exalted to, was beſtowed upon him as a reward for that work, 
char molt grateful work of our Redemption, Phil.2. 9g. Where- 
fore God alſo hath highly exalted him, there is an Emphatical 
Fleonaſmus in that word, our Ezgliſh is too flat to deliver out 
74/3: the elegancy of the Original, it is Super- Exaltation, The Se- 
mieonamns riack renders it, he hath multiplied his Sublimity. The 4ra- 
tie, © bick, he hath heightened him with an height. F=ſftiz he hath 
Multipiica- famouſly exalted him. Higher he cannot raiſe him, a greater 
vitſuimnsy Argument of his high fatisfation and content in the re- 
tem ©3u5 covery of poor finners cannot be given. For this therefore 
$0291: Gods the Father ſhall have glory and honour aſcribed to him 
So5}:;zvit in Heaven to all Eternity. 
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ment, for in reſpe& of his divine nature he never ceaſed to bs 
the moſt high. So it was done to him as a common peron, 
and as the head of all believers, their repreſenrative in this as 
well as in his other works. God therein thewing whar i: 
due time he intends to do with the perſons of his El23, after 
they in Conformity to Chrift have ſuffered a while. Wha 
ever God the Father intendeti1 ro do in us or for vs, he hart 
firſt done it to the perſon of our repreſentative, Feſis Chr;:r, 
And this, if you obſerve, the Scriptures carry in very clear 
and plain expreſſions through all the degrees and iteps ot 
Chriit's Exaltation, viz, his R:ſarretion, Aſcenſion, Seſſion «t 
the right hand of God. And returning to Jadze the Worls, 
Of which 1 purpoſe to ſpeak diſlin&ly in the following Ser- 
mons. 

He roſe from the Dead as a common perſon, Ce/. 3. 1. 7 
ye then be riſen with Chriſt, (aith the Apoſtle, fo that the Saints 
have Commumon and Fellowſhip with him in his Retur- 
rection. 

He Aſcended into heaven as a common perſon,for fo it's ſaid 
in Eph. 2,6. He hath raiſed us up, or exalted us together with 
Chriſt. - He firs ar God's right hand as a common perſon, for 
ſo it follows in the nexr clauſe, and hath made ns ſit together in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. We (it there in our repreſen- 
tative. And when he ſhall come again to Judge the World, 
the Saints ſhall come with him. So it is Prophefied, Zech. 
14.6. The Lord my God ſhall come, and all the Saints with thee. 
And as they (hail come with Chriſt from Heaven, ſo they (hall 
fit on Thrones with him, judging, by way of ſuffrage. They 
ſhall be afleſſors with the Judge, 1 Cor. 6, 2. This deſerves a 
ſpecial rewark, thar all this honour is given to Chriſt as our 
head and repreſentative, for thence reſults abundance of com- 
fort to the people of God. Carry it therefore along with 
you in your throughts throughout the whole of Chriſt's 
2dvancement. Think when you ſhall hear that Chriſt is riſea 
from the dead, and is in all that glory and authority in Hez- 
ven. How ſare the ſalvation of his Redeemed is. For if 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God, by the death of 
his Sou, much more being reconciled ; we ſha'l be ſaved by his Life. 
Surely it cannot be ſuppoſed but he is able ro ſave to the utter. 
moſt all them that come to God by him : Seeing he ever ttvrs tn 
make interce{[io, Heb. 7.25. Think how fafe the peopie of 
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himſelf and others with this truth in a dark day. Come (laid 
he) why do we tremble chus, do we not ſee our head above 
w:ter 2 If he live, believers cannot die, Joh. 14. 19. Becauſe 1 
live, ye ſhall live alſo. 

And let no mans heart ſuggeſt a ſuſpicious thought to him, 
that this wonderful advancement of Chriſt may cauſe him to 
forget his poor people, groaning here below under fin and mi- 
ſery. For the temper and diſpofition of his faithful and ten- 
der heart is not changed with his condition, He bears the ſame 
reſpe& to us, as when he divelt among us. For indeed he there 
lives and as upon our account, Heb. 7. 25. I Joh. 2.1, 2. 

And how ſeaſonable and comfortable will the meditations 
of Chriſt's Exaitation be to the believer, when fickneſs hath 
waſted thy Body, wither'd its beauty, and God is bringing 
thee ro the duſt of Death. Ah think then, that that vile Body 
ſhall be conformed to the glorious Body of Chriff, Phil. 3. 21. As 
God hath glorified and highly exalted his Son, whoſe form was 
mar d more than any mans, {0 will he exalt thee alſo. I do not 
fay to a parity or equality in glory with Chriſt, for in heaven 
he will be diſcerned and diſtinguiſhed by his peculiar glory, 
from all the Angels and Saints ; as the Sun is known by its 
excelling glory from the leſſer Stars. But we ſhall be con- 
form'd to this glorious head according to the proportion of 
_—_ O whither will Love mount the believer in thar 

ay ! 

Having ſpoken this much of Chriſt's exalted ſtate to caft 
ſome general light upon it, and engage your attentions to it, 
I ſhall now, according to the degrees of this his wonderful 
exalcation brief!7 open it under the forementioned heads, vis. 
His Reſurretion, Aſcen'on, Seſſion at the Fathers right hand, 
2nd his return to Judge the World. 
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The XXXIXth SERMON. Serm. 39 


Wherein the 
5 | — Reſurre&ion 
of Chriſt with 
MATTYH. SXXYVTIE. 6. its influences 
up3n the 
Saints Re- 


He ts not here, for be #s riſen; as he ſaid, come, ſee ——_— 
d *" clearly opne: 
the place, where the Lord lay, and conforta- 
; bly applied, 
being the firſt 


WW E have finiſhed theDoQrine of Chriſt's humiliation, /ep of bis 


GT — 


wherein the Sun of righteouſneſs appeared to you Exaltarion- 
as a ſetting Sun, gone out of fight; but as the Sun 
when it's gone down to us, begins a new day in 
another part of the world, ſo Chriſt having finitht his courſe 
and work in this world, riſes again, and that in order to the 
aRing another glorious part of his work in the world above. 
In his death he was upon the matter totally Eclipſed, bur in 
his Reſurrection he begins to recover his light and glory again. 
God never intended that the darling of his ſoul, ſhould be 
loſt in an obſcure Sepulchre. An Angel deſcends from hea- 
ven to roll away the ſtone, and with it the reproach of his 
death. And to be the heavenly Herald to proclaim his Re: 
ſurrection to the two Hary's, whoſe love to Chriſt had ar this 
time drawn them to viſit the Sepulchre, where they lately 
left him. 

At this time, (the Lord being newly riſen) the keepers 
were trembling, and become as dead men. So great was. the 
terrible Majeſty and awful folemnity attending Chrit's Re- 
ſurre&ion : but to encourage theſe good fonls, the Angel 
prevents them with theſe good tidings: Fe is nor here, for he 
1s riſen, as he ſaid 3 come, ſee the place where the Lord lay, q. d, 
Be not troubled, though you have not the end you came for, 
one fight more of your dear, though dead Feſus; yet you have nor 
loſt your labour; for to your eternal comfort | re}! you, he 7: 
riſen 5 as he ſaid. And to put it out of doubt, come hither, 
and ſatishe VOUr {clves,. /ce the p/ace where the Lord {1y, 
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In which word we have both a Declaration and Confirma- 
tion of the Reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead. 

I. Firſt, A Declaration of it by the Angel both Megatzively 
Argumerum and Afirmatively. Negatively, he is not here, Here indeed 
qu prov” you Jaid him, here you left him, and here you thought to ' 
Num f2'p- tind him as you left him 3 bur you are happily miſtaken, be 
ſum ſuſcicaſ- #5 20t here. However, this giving them no fſatisfation, for he 
{e vi propria might continue dead fill, though removed to another place, 
petiteurex1Þ*- 25 indeed they ſuſpected he was, John 20. 123, Therefore his 
[2 Refurte” reſurrection is declared Poſitively and Affrmatively, be is riſen, 
vitate, Chri- £3, the word imports the active power, or felf-quickening 
ſtus 9/469: principle by which Chriſt raiſed himſelf from the ſtate of the 
turrexit, Mat dead, Which LZuke takes notice of alſo, A&#s 1. 33 Where he 
thew 23. 6: (ith, be fhewed, or preſented himſelf alive after his paſſion. It was 
TaAgernTe! . © . . WW 
:-vr3 23; the Civine nature or God-head of Chriſt which reviv'd and 
72,A4&s 1.3. rais d the man-hood. 

Maccov. ſoc. Secondly, Here is alſo a plain confirmation of Chriſt's Re- 
Com. Þ- 874» furrection, and that, Firf, From Chriti's own Predicion, he 
# riſen. as be ſaid. He foretold that which I declare to be now 
fulfll'd. Let it not therefore ſeem incredible ro you. Se- 
conaly, By their own Sight, Come ſee the place where the Lord 
lay. The Grave harh loft ir- gueit, it's now ernpty, death 
hatch loſt its prey. It receiv'd, but could not retain him. 
Come ſee the place where the Lord lay, Thus the Reſurrection 


of Chriſt is declar d, and coufirm'd. Hence our Obferva- 
110N 15, 


Dot. DoRt. That our Lord Feſws Chriſt, by the Alwighry power of his 
own God head, revived, and roſe from the Dead; to the terror 


and conſternation of his enemies, and the unſpeakable conſolation 
of believers, 


That onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though 1aid, was not loft in the 
Grave 3 but the third day revived and roje again, is a truth con- 
firmed to us by many infallible proofs as Lake witaefleth, As 
1.3. We have Tetiiimonies of it both from Heaven and 
Earth,- and both infailible. From Heaven we kave the Telti- 
mony of Angels, ard to the Teſtimony of an Anzet all 
crecit is due; for Angels are holy Creatures and cannot 
deceive us. The Angel tells the two 44arys in the Text, he 5 
riſin, Weave Teltumonies cf it from mien, holy men, who 


were 
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were eye-witneſles of this truth, to whom he ſhew'd himſelf 
alive by the ſpace of forty days after his Reſurre&ion by no * 7»? 20.14. 
lefs than * nine ſolemn Appariticns ro thew. Sometime five 34.15. 32. 
hundred Brethren ſaw him at once, 1 Cor. 15. 6. Theſe 7772 '2- 
were holy perſons who curſt not deceive, and who confirmed 1 cr. 4 7. 
their Teſtimony wich their blood. So that no point of Reli- 1 Cor. r5. 8. 
gion is of more confeſſed truth, and infallible certainty chan 7%" 7+ 25: 
this before us, Oe 

And blefled be God it is ſo. For if it were not, then were E757" 
the Goſpel in vain, 1 Cor. 15. 14. Seeing it hangs the whole In morte 
weight of our Faith, hope and ſalvation upon Chriſt as riſen rzt [clutis 
from the dead. If this were not ſo, then would che holy and 7 T2, aut 
divinely inſpired Apoſtles be found falſe witneſſes, 1 Cor. 15.15. geri; yorum 
For they all with one mouth conſtantly and co the death af- in refurre- 
firmed it. If Chriſt be not riſen, ther are believers yet in their Eionecom- 
fins, 1 Cor. 15, 17, For our Juſtification is truly aſcribed to the P'<f2 fuir, 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, Rom. 4. 25. While Chriſt was dying, 7 ape 
and continued in the Rate of the dead, the price of our Re- £:u ; Jcbito 
demption- was all that while but in- paying, the payment was abſolutio, 
compleated when he revived and roſe again. Therefore for 791 morti, 
Chriſt to have continued alwzys in the ſtate of the dead, had Oe 
been never to have compleatly fatisfied 3 hence the whole 60; notes 
force and weight of our Juſtification depends upon his Reſur- tribuatur,8- 
rection. Nay, had not Chriſt riſen, the dead had periſhed,1 Cor, Maicov. tc, 
I5. 17. Even the dead who dyed in the Faith of Chriſt, and © ?-©559- 
of whole ſalvation there now remains no ground to doubt: 
Moreover, 

Had he not revived, and riſen from the dead, how could all 
the Types that prefigured it have been ſatisfied 2 Sarely they 
muſc have ſtood as inftgniticant things in the Scriptures, and 
ſo muſt all the predictions of his RefurreQtion, by which it 
was ſo plainly foretold. See 421th. 12. 40. Luke 24. 46. Pſal. 
16, 10. I Cor, 15.4: 

To conclude, had he not rifen from the dead, how could he 
have been inſtalld in that glory whereot he i5 now poſletied 
in Heaven, and which was promiſed him before the world 
was upon the :ccount of his deati and fufierinigs? For ro this end 
Chriſt both dyed, and roſe, and revived, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead, and living, Rom. 14.9. And that 1a this {rate of 
cominion and glorious advancement, he mignt poweriuliy 
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Of Chriſt”s Refurrefion 
apply the vertues and benefirs of his blood to us; which elſe 
had been as a precious Cordial ſpilt upon the ground. 

So then, there remains no doubt at all of the certainty of 
Chriſts Reſurrection, it was fo, and upon all accounts it muſt 
needs be fo, for you ſee how great a weight the Scriptures 
hangs upon this nail. And bleſſed be God it's a nail faſtned 
in 2 ſure place. I need ſpend no more words to confirm it, 
but rather chooſe to explain and open the nature and manner 
of his Reſurrection, which thall do by ſhewing you four or 
five properties of it. And the firſt is this. 

Firff, Chriſt roſe from the dead with awful Majeſty. So 
you find it in Marth. 28. 2,3, 4- And behold there was a great 
Earthquake, for the Angel of the Lord deſcended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the ſtone from the door, and ſat upon it ; 
his conntenance was like lightning, and his rayment white as ſnow, 
and for fear of him the Keepers did ſhake, and became as dead 
en. Humane infirmity was not able to bear ſuch heavenly 
Majeſiy as attended the buſineſs of that morning Nature 
{ink under it. This Earthquake was; as one calls it, Trium- 
phale Signum; A fign of Triumph or token of Victory given 
hy Chriſt,not only to the Keepers and the neighbouring City, 
but ro the whole world, that he had overcome Death in its 
own Dominions,and like a conqueror lifted up his head above 
all his enemies. So when the Lord fought from heaven for 
his people, and gave them a glorious, though but temporal 
deliverance; ſee how the Prophetels-drives on the criumph 
in that Rhetorical Song, 7aag. 5. 4, 5. Alluding to the moſt 
2yful appearance of God, at the giving of the Law. LZord, 
when thou wenteſt out of Seir, when thou marchedſt out of the 
field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens droped. the 
clouds alſo droped water. The mountains melted before the Lord, 
even that S1nal, from before the Lord God of Trael. Our Lord 
Teſus went out of the Grave in like manner, and marched ont 
of that bloocy field with a Pomp ani! Majefty becoming. ſo 
great a <.CnqUErOr. 

Secendly, And to increiſe the ſplendor of that day, and 
Griveon the trinmph, his Reſurrection 32s attenced with the 
Reſurrection obkmany of the Saints who had flept intheir graves 
c1}] then, anc then were awarned and r2i{ed roattend the Lord 
at iis ri{ftng. . So you read, Marth, 27.52, 53. nd the Graves 
were epericd, and many boaies of the Saints nyich ſlept aroſe, and 
| came 
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came out of the Graves, after his Reſurretions and went into the 
holy City, and appeared unto many, This wonder was Cetizned 
both to adorn the Reſurre&tion of Chriſt, and to give a {pe- 
cimen or hand(ſel of our Refurre&ion ; which allo is ro bs 
in the vertue of his. This indeed was the Returrection of 
Saints, and none but Saints, the Reſurrection of many Saints, 
yet it was but a ſpecial Reſurrection, intended only co thew 
what God will one day do for all his Saints. And for preſent 
to give Teſtimony of Chriſts Reſurrection from the dead. 
They were ſeen and known of many ia the City, who doubr- 
leſs never thought to have ſeen them any more in this world. 
'To enquire curiouily as ſome do, who they were, whar dif- 
courſe they had with thoſe to whom they appeared, and what 
became of them afterwards, is a vain thing. God hath caſt 
a vail of filence and ſecrefie upon theſe things, that we might 
content our ſelves with the written word, and he that wil not 
believe Moſes and the Prophets, neither will he believe though one 
riſe from the dead, as theſe Saints did. 

Thirdly, As Chriſt roſe from the dead with thoſe Satelires, 
or attendants, who accompanied him at his Reſurrection ; fo 
it was by the Power of his own Gog-head that he quickned 
and raiſed himſelf ; and by the vertue of his Reſurrection were 
they raiſed alſo who accompanied him. It was not the 4ngel 
who rolled back the ſtone that revived him in the Sepulchre 
but be reſumed his own life, ſo he tells us, Fohn 10, 18. 7 lay 
down my life that | may take it again. Hence 1 Pet. 3.18, He 
is ſaid to be put to death in the fleth, bur quickned by the Spi- 
rit (4. e.) by the power of his God-head or Divine Nature, 
which is oppoſed there tofleſh or his humane nature. By the 
eternal Spirit he offered himſelf up to God when hedieg, Heb. 
9. 14. (4.e.) by his o:7n God-head, not the third perſon in the 
Trinicy, for then ic could not have been aſcribed to him as 
his own AQ, that he offer d up himſelf. And by the ſame 
Spirit he was quickned again. 

An therefore the Apoſtle well obſerves, Rom. 1. 4. That he 
was Arclared tobe the Son of God with power, by his Reſurref:on 
from the dead, Now if -he had been raifed by the power of 
the Father or Spirit only, and not by his oan; how could lie 
be declared by his Reſurre&ion to be the Soca of God ? 
What more had appeared in him than in others * For others 
are raiſed by the power of God, if that were ail. So that 

1:3 
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in this reſpe& alſo it was a marvelous Reſurretion. Never 
any did, or {hall riſe as Chriſt roſe by a ſelf-quickning prin- 
ciple. For though many dead Saiats roſe at that time alſo ; yer 

- it was by the vertue of Chriſts Reſurrection that their graves 
were opened, and their bodies quickned. In which reſpe& 

© he faith, John I1. 25. when he raiſed dead Lazarus, 1am the 
Reſurrettion and the life, (i. e.) the principle of life and quick- 
ning, by which the dead Saints are raiſed. 

Fourthly, And therefore it may be truly affirmed, that tho' 
ſome dead Saints were raiſed to life before the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt, yet that Chriſt is che fir/?-born from the dead, as he is 
call'd, Col. I. 18. For though Lazarws and others were raiſed, 
yet not by themſelves, but by Chriſt. It was by his vertue 
and power, not their own, And though they were raiſed to 
life, yet they died again. Death recovered them again, but 


Chriſt dieth no more. Death bath no dominion over him: He 


was the firſt that opened the womb of the Earth, the firſt- 
k born from the dead, that in all things he might have the pre- 
hemigence. : 

s, Fifthly, But laſtly, Chriſt roſe as a publick or common per- 
ſon, As the firſt fruits of them that ſleep, 1 Cor. 15. 20, I 
deſire this may be well underſtood ; for upon this acconnt it 
1sthat our ReſurreRion is ſecured to us by the Reſurre&ion 
of Chriſt z and not a ReſurreQion only, but a bleſſed and 
happy one, for the firſt fruits, both aflured and ſanified the 
whole crop or Harveſt. 

Now that Chriſt did riſe as a publick perſon repreſenting 
and comprehending all the Ele&, who are called the childrex 
Genus huma- of the Reſurreion, is plain from Eph. 2. 6. Where we are 
num in pa- ſaid to be riſen with or in bim. So that as we are ſaidtodie 
rente primo, in Adam, (who alſo was a common perſon) as the branches 
velutinr23t- die in the death of the roots ſo we are ſaid to be raiſed from 
312 _ death in Chriſt, who is the head, root and repreſentative of all 
his Elect ſeed. And why is he called the f/-born, and fir- 
begotten fromthe dead, but with reſpe& to the whole number 
of the Elect, that are to be born from the dead in their time 
and order alſo, and as ſure as the whole harveſt follows the 
firſt fruits, fo (hall che general Reſurrection of the Saints to 
no even); follow this birth, of the firſt-born; from the 

cead. 
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It ſhall ſurely follow it I.fay, and that not only as a coo/e- 
gent follows an antecedent, bur as an efe# follows its proper 
caxſe, Now there is a threefold cauſality or influence ther 
Chriſt's RefurreRion hath upon the Saints Reſurrection, of 
which it is both the »eritorious,. efficient, and exemplary Cavic, 
Firſt, The ReſurreRion of Chriſt is the zeritoriozs Catzle of 
the Saints Reſurrection, as it compleated his ſatisfaRtion, 2nd 
finiſhed his payment, and fo our Juſtification is properly al: 
figned to it, as before was noted from Xo. 4. 25. This his 
ReſurreRtion was the receiving of the acquittance, the can- 
celling of the bond; And had not this been done, we had 
ſtill been in our fins as he ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 15. 7. And fo our 
guilt had been ſtill a bar to our happy Reſurrection, Bot 
now, the price being paid in his Death, which payment was 
finiſhed when he revived; and the diſcharge then recei- 
ved for us, now there is nothing lies-in bar againſt our Reſur- 
re&ion to eternal life, 
Secondly, As it is the meritorious cauſe of our ReſurreRion, 
ſo it is the efficient cauſe of it alſo. For when the time ſhall 
come that the Saints ſhall riſe our of the duſt, they ſhall be 
raiſed by Chriſt as their head, in whom the efe&ive principle 
of their life is. Tour life # hid with Chriſt in God, as it is,Col- ,,  . 
| | . * - Proximun 
3- 3. As whena man awakes out of ſleep, the animal ſpirits jm. 
ſeared in the brain, being fer at liberty by the digeſtion of cum fe £o- 
thoſe vapours that bound then up, do play freely through des ſormni et 
every part and member of the body, ſo Chriſt the believers <<rebrun:, 
myſtical head being quickned; the ſpirit of life which is in eas 
- him ſhall be diffuſed chrough all his members to quicken them {jms #55. 
alſo in the morning of the Reſurretion. Hence the warm gcfiuut & 
animating dew of Chriſt's Reſurrection is ſaid to be to our condenſan- 
bodies, as the dew of the morning is to the withered languith- © RR eU- 
ing plants which revive by it, fa. 26: 19. Thy dew i asthe qu v a.m. 
dew'of Herbs, and then it follows, the earth ſhall caſt forth her pantur pro- 
dead. So that by the ſame Faith we pur Chritit's Reſarrection ine, tar- 
into the Premiſes, we may put the believers Reſurrection into 944n 11 pro- 
the Concluſion. And therefore the Apoſtle makes them con- P77 2th 
. . * 19 LTD) Lite 
vertibles, reaſoning forward from Chriſt's to ours, and back yn oFcina, 


; & 180 ou9 
etiam radices nervorum obſtruuntur, per vapores, ne ſpiritus animales ſenſur Communi 
ſervire aut in partes reliquas inferiores corporis propagari libeie potfiit. Keckerm, Sit, 
Phyſ. p. ( mihi ) 441- 
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_ Of Chriſt's Reſurre8ion, 
292in from ours to his, 1 Cor. 15. 12, 13. Which is alſo the 
ſenſe of that Scripture, Rom. 8. 10, IT. And if Chriſt be in you, 
rhe body indeed is dead becauſe of ſin ; but the ſpirit ws life becauſe 
of righteouſneſs, ( i. e. ) though you arereally united to Chriſt 
by the Spirit, yet your bodies mult die as well as other mens ; 
but your ſou!s ſhall be preſently upon your diſſolution ſwal- 
lowed up in life. And then it follows, verſe 11. Put if the 
ſtirit of him that raiſed up Feſus from the dead, dwell in you; he 
that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 
bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you, (1.e. ) though your bo- 
dies muſt die, yet they ſhall live again in the Reſurrection ; 
and that by vertue of the ſpirit of Chriſt which dwelleth in 
you ; and is the bond of your myſtical union with him your 
head. You ſhall not be raiſed as others are, by a meer word 
of power, but by the ſpirit of life dwelling in Chriſt your 
head, which is a choice prerogative indeed. 

Thirdly, Chriſt's Reſurrection 1s not only the meritorious 
2nd efficient cauſe, but it is alſo the exemplary cauſe, or pat- 
tern of our Reſurreftion. He being the firſt and beſt, is 
therefore the pattern and meaſure of all the reſt. So you read, 
Phil. 3. 21. Who ſhall change onr vile body that it may be faſhioned 
like unto his glorious body. Now the Conformity of our Reſur- 
rection to Chriſt's, ſtands in the following particulars. Chriſt's 
body was raiſed ſubſtantially the ſame, ſo will ours- His bo- 
dy was raiſed firſt, fo will ours be raiſed before the reſt of the 
dead. His body was wonderfully improved by the Reſur- 
retion, ſo will ours. His body was raiſed to be glorified, 


and fo will ours. 


Firſt, Chriſt's body was raiſed ſubſtantially the ſame that it 
was before, and fo will ours. Not another, but the fame 
body. Upon this very reaſon the Apoſtle uſes that identical 
expreſſion, 1 Cor. 15,53. This corruptible muſt put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal immortality, Pointing as it were to his 
own body when he ſpake it, the ſame body I ay, and thar 
not only Specifically the ſame, (for indeed no other Species of 
fSefh is ſo priviledged) but the ſame umerically, that very bo- 
dy, not a new or another body in its ſtead. So that it ſhall 
be both the what it was, and the who it was. And indeed to 
deny this is to deny the Reſurrection it ſelf. Forſhould God 
prepare another body to be raiſed inſtead of this, it would not 
De a Reſurrection bur a Creation ; for non Reſurrefio dici po- 

| terit 
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terit, ubi non reſurgit quod cecidit, That can't be call'd a Reſur- 
re&ion, where one thing falls and another thing riſes, as Gre- 
cory long fince pertinently obſerved. 

Secondly, His body was raiſed, not by a word of power from 
the Father, but by his own ſpirit. $o will ours. Indeed the 
power of God hall go forth rounburrough ſinners, and ferch 
them forcibly out of their Graves ; but the Reſurrection of 
the Saints is to be effeKed another way, as I opened bur now 
to you. Even by his fpirit which now” dwelleth in them. 
Thar very ſpirit of Chriſt which effeRed their ſpiritual Re- 
furre&ion from {in, ſhall effet their corporal ReſurreRion 
alſo from the Grave. 

Thirdly, His body was raiſed firſt, he had in this as well as- 
in other things the preheminence; ſo ſhall the Saints in re- 
ſpec of the wicked h2ve the preheminence in theReſurreRion, 
I Theſ. 4. 16. The dcad in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſft. They areto at- 
tend the Lord at his coming, and will be knocke up ſooner 
than the reſt of the world to attend on that ſervice. As the 
Sheriff with his men go forth to meet the Judge, before the 
Taylor brings forth his priſoners. 

Fourthly, Chriſt's body was marvelouſly improved by the 
Reſurrection, and ſo will ours. Tr fell in weakneſs, but was 
raiſed in power, no more capable of ſorrows, pains, and dif 
honours. In like manner our bodies are ſown in weakneſs, but 
raiſed in ſirength, ſown in aiſhonour, raiſed in glory. Sown nat u- 
ral bodies, raiſed ſpiritual bodies as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 
I5. 43, 44- Spiritual bodies not-properly but Analogically, No Membri de- 
diſtempers hang about glorified bodies, nor are they thence- truncatio ve! 
forth ſubject to any of thoſe natural neceſſities, to which they 9Þtuſio non- 
are now tied. Therezre no flaws, defects, or deformities in- <7 _.., 
the children of the Reſurre&tion. What members are now 5$; univerC. 
defective, or deformed, will then be reſtored to their perfect lis mors Re- 
being and beauty, for if the univerſal death of all parts be ſurrectione 
reſcinded by the Reſurre&ion, how much more the partial *©/<inditur, 
Death of any ſingle member ? As Tartallian ſpeaks, and from agen, 
chenceforth they are free from the Law of mortality, they tis. Tur. de 
can die no more, Luk. 20. 35, 36, Thus ſhall they be improved Refer. 
by their Reſurrection, 

Fifthly,-To conclude, Chriſt's body was raiſed from the 
Dead to be glorified, and crowned with honour. . Oh it was- 
2. joyful day to him, and fo will the Reſurrection of che Saints 

be.. 


* 
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be to them, the day of the gladnelſs of their hearts. Ir will 
be faid to them in that morning, awake and ſing ye that dwell 
in the duſt, as 1a. 26-19, O how comfortable will be the meer- 
ing berwixt the glorifizd foul, and its new raiſed body. Muck: 
more comfortable than that of Jacob's and Foſeph's after twen- 
ty years abſence, Ger. 46. 29. Or that of David's with Jona- 
than when he came out of the Cave to him, 1 Sem, 20, 41. 
Or that of the Father of the prodigal with his Son, who was 
dead, and is alive, was l'ff, and is found. As he ſpeaks, 
Luke 15, And there are tiree things will make ir ſo. 

Firſt, The gratifications of the Soul by the fatisfaRtion of 
its natural appetite of union with its own body. For even glori- 
fied ſouls in heaven have ſuch an appetition, and defire of re- 
union. Indeed the Angels who are pure ſpirits, as they never 
had union with, ſo they have no inclination to matter 3 but 


' ſouls are otherwiſe tempered and diſpoſed. We are all (en- 


ſible of its affeRion to the body now in its compounded ſtate, 
we feel the tender care it hath for the body, the ſympathy 
with ir, and loathnefſs ro be ſeparated from it. It's ſaid, 1 Cor. 
5. 6. To be at home inthe body, And had not God implanted 
ſuch an inclination to this its Tabernacle in it,, it would not 
have paid that due reſpe& it ows the body while it inhabited 
in it, nor have regarded what became of it when it left it. 
This iaclination remains (till with it in heaven, it reckons nor 
it ſelf compleatly happy till its old. dear Companion and. Part- 
ner be with it, and tothat ſenſe ſome underitand thoſe words, 
Job 14-14. Al the days' of my appointed: time, ( 1. e; ) of the 
time appointed for my body to remain in the Grave; wil / 
wait till my change (viz, that which will be made by the Reſur- 
region) come, for it's manifelt enough he ſpeaks there of rhe 
Reſurrection, Now, when this its inclination to its own bo- 
dy, its Jongings and hankerings after it are gratified with a 
fight and enjoyment of it again, oh what-a comfortable meet- 
ing will this make it ! Eſpecially if we conſider, 

Secondly, The excellent temper and ſtate in which they 
{hall meer each other, For as the body ſhall be raiſed with 
all the improvements and endowments imaginable which 
may render it amiableand every way defireable, fo the ſou] 
comes down immediately from God out of Heaven ſhining 
in its holineſs and glory. It comes perſumed out of thoſe 


Ivory 
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Ivory Palaces, with a ſtrong ſcent of Heaven upon it» And 
thus it re-enters its body and animates it again, Bur 

Thirdly, And principally that wherein the chief joy of this 
meeting confiſts, is the end for which the glorified ſoul comes 
down to quicken and repoſle(s it. Namely, to meer the Lord, 
and ever ro be with the Lord. To receive a full reward, for all 
the labours and ſervices it performed to God in this world. 
This muſt needs make that day, a day of Triumph and Exal- 
tation. It comes out of the grave, as 7oſeph out of his pri- 


ſon to be advanced to higheſt honour. O do but imagine 


what an extafie of Joy, and raviſhing pleaſure it will be for a 
ſoul thus to reſume its own body, and fay as it were unto it, 
come away my dear, my ancient friend, who ſervedſt, and 


ſufferedſt with mein the world 3 come along with me to meet- 


the Lord, in whoſe preſence I have been ever lince 1 parted 
with thee. Nov thy bountiful Lord hath remembred thee 
alſo, and the day of thy glorification is come. Surely it will 
be a joyful awaking. For do but imagine what a Joy it is for 
dear friends to meet after long ſeparation, how do they uſe 
to give demonſtrations of their love and delight in each other 
by Embraces, Kiſſes, Tears, &c. Or frame but to your ſelves 
a notion of perfe& health, when a ſprightly vivacity runs 
through every part ; and the ſpirits do as it were dance before 
us when we g0 to any buſineſs. Eſpecially to ſucha buſineſs 
as the bufineſs of that day will be ;. to receive a Crown and 


a Kingdom. Do but imagine then what a Sun ſhine morn-- 


ing this will be, and how the pains and agonies, cold ſweats, 
and bitter groans at parting will be recompenced by the joy of 


ſuch a meeting ? 


And thus I have thewed you briefly the certainty of Chriſt's - 


ReſurreQion, the nature and properties of it, the t5reefoid 
influence it hath on the Saints Reſurrection, and the confor- 
mity of ours unto his in theſe fivereſpe&ts. His body roſe {ub- 
ftantially the ſame, fo thall ours. His body was raiſed by 
the ſpirit, ſo ſhall ours. Not by the God-head of Criſt as 
his was, but by the Spirit who is the bond of our union with 
Chriſt. He was raiſed as the firſt begotten from the dead, 
{o the dead in Chriit hal rife firſt. His body was improved 
by che Reſurrection, ſo ſhail 'ours. From the confideration 
of all which, 


Inferenss . 
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| Inference I. 
Ho Crs Weinfer, That if Chriſt was thus raiſed fromthe dead, then death 
WP far jnort EE -" r-© . 

do we cr9o of ts fairly overcome, and ſwalluwed up 17 tory, Were it not ſo, 
the primitive it had never let Chrilt eſcape out of the Grave. The prey of 
Chris the terrible had never been thus reſcued out of its paws, Death 
Foe 1” is 2 dreadful enemy, it <tfies all the Sons and Daughters of 
&im, ud Adam. None durſt cope with this King of Terrors but Chriſt. 
contempt of And he by dying went into the very den of this Dragon,fought 
death Cyp:i- with it and foiled it inthe Grave its own territories and do- 
— minions, and came off a Conqueror. For as the Apoſtle 
1 ae ys ſpeaks, As 2. 24, It was impoſſible it ſhould hold or detam him. 
firm virtite Never did death meet with its over-match betore it net with 
robufta pt- Chriſt. And he conquering it for us. and in our names, riſing 
OT ns 2s our repreſentative, now EVYerv {1ngle Salnt triumphs over 
Voluntatem IC. aS a Vanquiſhr enemy, 1 Cor. 15. 55. O adtath where is thy 
ſimus pavore fting ? O grave where is thy vittory ? i banks be to God, who hath 
mortis oinni giver ns the Vitlory through our Lord 7eju: Ciriſt, Thus like 
excluioz im- 204 they ſer the foot of faith upou ihe neck of that King, 
ns 2yameR "and with an holy {corn Ceride its pow. er, 0, 4cach where is thy 
Ns. fting ?iIf it be objected that it's ſaid, 1 Cor. i5.26 The laſt 
Et cum ac- - enemy that 15 to be deſtroyed is death Aad it to, ten it ſhould 
cerfitionis ſeern the Victory is not yct atchieved, and fo we 0 but boaſt 
pypria wo before the Victory. It is at hard to reply, that the Victory 
can@tancer Over death obtained by Chriſts Reſurrectien.is twofold, either 
&libenter ad per/onal and 7:coupleat, Or general 2nd compleat. He actually 
dominum ip- gvercatre it at his Refurri Gon wm his ova perſon perfectly, 
fovccante ang vertuaily for us as our heac,bur at the genera] Reſurrection 
Cor. fe ;. of the Saints (which bis Refurrection 3s the firſt fruits aſſures 
d lapſ.qu:d them of ) then ics utterly vanquiſhe, anc deſtroyed. Till then 
interim mo- Jt Will exerciſe {cre little POV Er CVeT tC bodies of the Saints, 
rimur, «d im- j9, which reſpect it's calied the la; eromy, For fin the chief 
morranritet? enemy that Jet it in, that was conquet ed utterly and eradicated 
wrediwmur when they died; but ceach noids their bodies in the Grave 
non eſt exi- tj]] the coming of Chriſt, ana then it is utterly to be vanqui- 
tus,ſedtran- (ed, For 3fter that they can Uie 10 1072, Luke 20. 35. ind 
—_— then ſhall be bronght to paſs that ſaying that is WrfILen: death is ſwal- 
fup. Abſcrg. {-wed up in Vidtory, 7en, and not till then will that conqueſt 
ta £!} mcrs 

&; viz in perpetuun ef Hebrzo F'YJ quod & viRtoriam fizuificat,& perpetuitatem. Clſſ; 
Rhct. juc, p. 48. 


be 
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be fully compleated in our perſons, though it be already ( in 
Chriſts, incompleatly in ours, and then compleatly and f'!y 
tor ever. For the ſame word which ftgnitiss /iory, 1oHt1 
alſo (ignifle Perpernizy, and in this place a final or pero: wt 
conqueſt, And indeed it drives bur a poor trace for preie:s, 
ſmiting only with irs Dart, not with its Sting, and thee bur 
the believers body alſo, and the body but for a time re.n2/:5 
under it neither. So that there is no reaſon why a belicyer 
ſhould Rand in a {lavith fear of it. 
Inference 2, | 

Is Chriſt riſen, and hath his ReſurrsRion ſuch a potent 2nd 
comfortable influence into the Reſurrection of rhe S:ints? 
Then it 1s the duty, and will be the wiſdom of the people of Goa /» 
to govern, diſpoſe, and imploy their bodies as becomes men and wo- 
men that underit and what glory 1s prepared for thexs at the Reſar- 
rection of the Fuſt. Particularly, 

Firſf, Be not fondly tender of them, but imploy and uſe 
them for God here. How many good duries are loft 2nd 
ſpoiled by ftnful indulgence ro our bodies ? AJas! ve are 
generally more fſfolicitous to live long, than to live uſeru!l:y. 
How many Saints have active vigorous bodies, yet God hath 
little ſervice from them. If your bodies were animated by 
{ome other ſouls that love God more than you do, and burn 
with holy zeal to his ſervice, more work would be done for 
God by your bodies in a day, than is now done in a month. 
To have an able healthy body, and not uſe it for God for fear 
of hurting it, is as if one thould give you a ſtrong and lately 
Horſe, upon condition you muſt not work, or ride him. 
Wherein is the mercy of having a body except it be imployed 
for God ? Will not its reward art the Reſurrection be ſuffici- 
ent for all the pains you row put it to in his ſervice ? 

Secondly, See that you preſerve the due honour of your 
bodies. Poſſeſs them in Sanctification and honour, 1 Thel. 4. 4. 
O let not thoſe eyes be now acfiled with ſin, by which jou ſhall ſee 
God, Thoſe ears be in-lets to vanity,which (hall hear the 41a- 
zeujahs of the blefſſed.God hath deligned honour for your dodies, 
O make them not either iiie mfruments, or objects Of fin. 
There are fins againſt the body, 1 Cor. 6. 18. FPreferve your 
bodies from thoſe cefilements,for they are the temples of God; 
If any man defiie the Temple of God, bim will God deſtroy, 1 Cor, 


nk | 
7 | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Let not the conentment and accommodation of 
your bodies draiy your ſouls into ſnares, and bring them un- 
cer the power of Temprations to ſin. This 1s a very common 
caſe O how many thouſands of precious ſouls periſh eternal- 
ly, for the ſatisfaction of a vile body for a moment ? Their 
Sozls muſt, becanſe their bodies cannot ſuffer. It is recorded 
to the Immortal honour of thoſe worthies in Heb. 11. 35. That 


=o pls oy ral affections that other men have. They were made of as 
"2, tenderfleſhh as we are, but ſuch was the care they had of their 
ſou!s, and the hope of a better Reſurrection 3 that they liſt- 
ned not to the complaints and whinings of their bodies. O 
that we were all in the ſame reſolutions with them. 

Fourthly, Withhold not upon the pretence of the wants your own 
bodies may be in, that which God and Conſcience bids you to com- 
municate for the refreſhment of the Saints ; whoſe preſent neceſſi- 
ties require your aſſiſtance, O be not too indulgent to your own 
fleſh, and cruel to others.. Certainly the conſideration of 
that reward which ſhall be given you at the Reſurrection, for 
every act of Chriſtian Charity ; is the greateſt ſpur and incen- 
tive in the world to it» And to that end it's urged as a mo- 
tive to Charity, Zuk. 14. 13, 14. When thou makeſt a feaſt, call 
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and thou ſhalt be bleſ- 
ſed; for they cannot recompence thee, for thou ſhalt be recompenſed 
at the Reſurrection of the Juſt, It was the opinion of an emi- 
nent modern Divine, that no man living fully underſtands and 
believes that Scripture, atrh, 25.40. In as much as ye have 
done it toone of the leaſt of theſe my brethren 5; ye have done it unto 
ze, How few Saints would be expoled to daily wants and 
mp, if that Scripture were but fully underſtood and 

ejievead ? 
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Inference 2. 
i#fcr.3: Is Chriſt riſen from the dead, and that as a publick perſon 
2nd repreſentative of believers? How are we all concerned then 
to ſecure to our ſelves an intereſt in Chriſt, and conſequently to this 
bleſſed Reſurreftion ? What confolation would be left in this 
world, 
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world, if the hope of the Reſurrection were taken away ? ?Tts 
this bleſſed hope that muſt ſupport you under all the Troxbles 
of life, and in the Aconies of Death, The fecurino of 2 blet- 
ſed ReſurreQion to your ſelves, is therefore the mo deep 
concernment you have in this world. And it may be fecures 
to your ſelves, if upon ſerious heart ex2mination you ci C.- 
cover the following Evidences. 

Evidence I. Firſt, If you are regenerated Creatures, brous':t 
forth in a new nature to God, for we are bego:ren again ro 4 
lively hope, by the Reſurretion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 
Chriſt's ReſurreRion is the ground- work of our hove. And 
che new birth is our title or evidence of our intereſt init. $2 
that until our ſouls are partakers of the ſpiritoal Reſarretio: 
from the death cf fin, we can have no aſſurance cur bodies 
ſhall be partakers of that blciied RefurreRion to life. 

Bleſſed and holy (faith the Spirit) z he rhar bath part in the 
firſt Reſurreftion, on ſuch the ſecond dezth hath no porrer, Rey. 
20. 6. Never let unregenerated fouls expect a comfortabie 
meeting with their bodies again. Rite chey ſhall by God s 
terrible Citation, at the ſound of the laſt crump; bur not to 
the ſame end that the Saints ariſe, nor by the ſame principle. 

hey to whom the ſpirit is now a principle of Sap#ificartior, 
to them he will be the principle of a joyful Reſarrefion. See 
then that you get gracious ſouls now, or never expect glorious 
bodies then. 

Evid. 2. If you be dead with Chriſt, you ſhall live again by the 
life of Chriſt, 1f we have been planted togetber inthe liheneſs of his 
death, we ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of his Reſurreftion, Rom.6-5, 
ovugurt, Planted together, ſome refer it to believers themſelves, 9v42u7:7- 
Jews, and Gentiles are planted rogether in Chriſt. So Eraſ- 284 0m 


+ + - 


mw, believers grow together like branches upon the ſame ic 
root ; which thould powerfully inforce the great Goſpel cury 
of unity among themſelves. Bur I would rather underſtand it 
with r<ference to Chriſt, and Believers ; with whom be- 
lievers 2re in other Scriptures ſaid to ſuffer together, and be 
glorified together, to die together, and live together, ro be 
Crucified rogether, and buried together, all noting the Com- 
munion they have with Chriſt, both in his death and 1n his 
Jife. Now if the power of Chriſt's death, ( 5. e.) the morti- 
fying influence of it have been upon our hearts; killing their 
Luſts, deading their _— and flatting their appetites » 

$ 5 & or tie 
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the Creature ; then, the power of his life, or ReſurreQion 
(311 come like the animating dew upon our dead withered | 
bodies, to revive and raiſe chem up to live with him in glory. + 
Evid. 3. If your hearts and afteftions be now with Chrift in 
Ecaven, your bodies in dize time ſhall be there alſo, and conform» 
ed to his glorious body. So you find it, Phil. 3. 20, 21. For 
onr converſation is in heauen, from whence we look for the Saviour ; | 
344 rhe Lord Teſnus Chriſt ; who ſhall change our vile body, that it may 
TATE 9%» he Faſhioned lhe unto his own glorious body. The body is here cal- 
Jed vile, or the body of our vilenels- Not as God made it, 
Har 2s (ia hatch marredit. Not abſolutely and in it ſelf, but re- 
{xrirely, and in compariſon of whatic will be in its ſecond edi- 
tion, at the Reſurre&tion. Then thoſe ſcattered bones, and 
diſperſed duſt, like pieces of old broken battered Silver, will 
Þe new caſt, and wrought in the beſt and neweſt faſhion : 
even like ro Chriſt's glorious body. Whereof we have this 
evidence, that our converſation is already heavenly. The 
remper, frame, and diſpoſition of our ſouls is already ſo; 
therefore the frame and temper of our bodies in due time 
ſhall be (o. 
. . Þvid. 4- If you ſtrive now by any means to attain the Reſur- 
rettion of the dead, no doubt but you ſhall then attain, what you 
now ftrive® for. This was Paul's great ambition, that by any 
means, he might attain the Reſurreftion of the dead, Phil. 3. 11. 
He means not ſimply a ReſurreRion from the dead, for that 
- all men ſhall attain whether they ſtrive for it, or no. But by a 
metonymy of the Subjeft, for the Aajuntt ; he intends that com- 
pleat holineſs and perfection which ſhall attend the ſtate of 
che ReſurreRion, ſo it is expounded, ver. 12. So then, if God 
have raiſed in your hearts a vehement defire, and affiduous 
endeavour after a perfet freedom from fin, and full Confor- 
mity to God inthe beauties of holineſs ; that very love of ho- 
lineſs, your preſent pantings, and tendencies after perfection 
{pzaks you to be perſons deligned for it. 
Evid. 5. If you are ſuch as do good in your Generation. If you 
be fruitful and uſeful men and women 1n the world, you ſhall 
have part inthis bleſſed Reſurrection, Joh. 5. 29. All that are 
in the Graves ſhsll hear his voice, and ſhall come forth ; they that 
* have done good, unto the Reſurrection of Life. Now it is nor 
&: bonvs bo- every act materially good, that entitlesa man to this priviledge + 
n4!2C.t ENT but the lame requilites that the Schood-men aflign to make 1 
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good prayer, are alſo neceſliary to every good work. The 
perſon, matter, manner, and end muſt be good. Nor is it 
My fingle good a, bur a ſeries and courſe of holy ations, that 
is here meant. Whar a ſpur ihould this be to us all, (as 1n- 
deed the Apoſtle makes it, clofing up the Doctrine of the Re- 
\urrection with this ſo!emn exhortation, 1 Cor. 15. /aff, with 
which I alſo cloſe mine) Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord ; 
for as much as you know, that your labour ts not in vain inthe Lord, 


Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable Gift, 


The XLth Str mo x. Serm. 40. 


Whzrein the 
Aſcenſion of 
—mmmm— Chriſt is open- 
ed and vari- 
ouſly improu= 
Jo H, XX. I'7. ed, being the 
tecond ſtep of 
- 2 his Enalta 
Feſus faith unto ber, touch me not ; for 1 am not yet jy, © 
aſcended to my Father : but go to my Brethren, and 
ſay unto them, T aſcend untg my Father, and your 


Father ; and tomy God, and your God. 


through his Humiliation, from the time that he left che 

blefled boſom of his Father : and now having finiſhed 

the whole courſe of his obedience on Earth, and riſen 
again from the Dead, we muſt in this Diſcourſe follow him 
back again into Heaven 3 and lodge him in that boſom of in» 
effable delight and love, which for our ſakes he fo freely lefr. 
For it was not his end in rifing from the Dead, to live ſuch 2 
low animal life as this is; bur to live a moſt glorious life as 
20 enthroned King in Heaven ; upon which ſtate he was now 
ready to enter, as he tells Mary in the Text, and bids her 
6 tell it to the Di{ciples, go tell my Brethren, that 1 aſcend to my 
Father, &C. 


T: all the former Sermons we have been following Chriſt 
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In the former verſes you find Mary waiting at Qhriſts 
Sepulchre in a very penfive frame z exceedingly troubled be- 
cauſe ſhe knew-nor what was become of Chriſt, Verſe 15: 
in the next verſe Chriſt calls her by ter name, ary ; ihe 
knowing the voice, turned her ſelf, and anſwered, Rabvo- 
ni, And as a Soul tranſported with joy ruſhes into his 
Arms, as defirous to claſp and embrace him. Bur Jefns 
{aid, Touch me not, &c, In which words we have Chriſt's 
inhibition, Touch me not : ſtrange that Chriſt who rendred 
himſelf ſo kind and tender to all, and not only admitted, 
but commanded Thomas to put his finger into his wounds, 
ſhould forbid Mary to touch him ; but this was not for want 
of love to Mary; for he gives another reaſon for it pre- 
ſently, 1 am not yet aſcended ; (1. e.) lay ſome, the time for 
embracing will be when we are in Heayen. Then, and 
there thall be the place and cime, we ſhall embrace one ano» 
ther for ever-more. So Args/tin. Or thou doteſt too much 
upon my preſent ſtate, as if I had now attained the very 
£4", culminating point of my Exaltation”. When as yer 
I am not aſcenced 3 So Camero, and Calvin expound 
it, Or Laſtly, Chriſt would fiznifie hereby, that it was 
not his Will and Pleaſure in fo great a juncture of things as 
this, to {rend time now 1n exprefling ( this way) her af- 
fections to him 3; but rather to ſhew it by baſting about his 
ſervice. Which is 

Tie ſecond thing obſervable,viz. his injunRion upon ary, 
co Carry the tidings of his Reſurrection to the Diſciples, in 
which injunction we have 

Fir, The perſons to whom this meſſage was ſent, my Bre- 
thren, ſo he calls the Diſcipies. A ſweet compe}lation, and 
full of love. Much like that of 7o/eph to his Brethren, Gen. gs. 
4A. Save only that there is much more tend<srnel(s in this chan 
that ; for he twits them in the fame breath with what they 
had done againſt hims 7 am Joſeph your Brother whom ye 314; 
bur in this it is, go fell my Brethren, without the lealt mention 
of their Cowardize or unkingdneſs. 

And:Sccondly, The meſlage it felf. Til my Brethren, 1 af- 
cend to my Father, and your Father ;, to my 0d, and your God ; 
#vaEv, I aſcend, It's put inthe preſent Tenſe, as if he hd 
been then aſcending ; though he did not aſcend in fome weeks 
aiter this ; but he fo expreſles it, to fliew what vas the next 

Part 
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part of his work, which he was to 2& in Heaven for them ; 

and how much his heart was ſet upon it, and longed to be 

about it, 1 aſcend to my Father, and your Father ; tomy God, and 

your God, Not our Father, or God in Common : but mine, 

and yours in a different manner. Yout's by right of dominion, 

mine (in reference to my humane narure) not only by right 

of Creation, though ſo too; but alſo by ſpecial Covenant, and I. Henry 
Confederation. By Predeſtination of my manhood to the grace J<2n<5/c nd 
of perſonal union, by defegnation of me to the glorious office roger 
of Meciator. Ay Father, as I am God, by eternal peneration, Scholafiicat 
As man, by collation of the grace of union. And your Fa- and Prattica! 
ther by ſpiritual Adoption and Regeneration. Thus he is my Pioioity. 
God and your God ; my Father, and your Father. This is *7*: 

the ſubſtance of that comfortable meſſage, ſent by Mary to 

che penſive Diſciples. Hence the Obſervation is, 


DoR. That our Lord Feſus Chriſt did not only riſe from the dead, Doi: 
bat alſo aſcended into heaven; there to diſpatch all that remained 
to be done for the compleating the Salvation of his people. 


So much the Apoſtle plainly witneſfeth, Eph. 4. 10, Hethat 
deſcended, ts the ſame alſothat aſcended up, far above all Heavens, 
(i. e.} all the aſpe&able heavens. A full and faithful” account 
whereof the ſeveral Evangeliſts have given us, Mark 16. 19, 
Luke 24.51. This is ſometimes called his going away, as Fohbr 
16, 7. Sometimes his being exalted, As 2.33. Sometimes his 
being made higher than the heavens, Heb. 7. 26. And ſometimes 
his extring within the vail, Heb. 6. 19, 20. All which are bur 
ſo many Synonymous phraſes expreſſing his aſcenſion in a very 
pleaſant variety. 
Now for the opening this act of Chriſt, we will bind up 
the whole inthe ſatisfaction of theſe fix Queſtions. T1. Who 
aſcended ? 2- Whence did he aſcend ? 3. Whither ? 4, When? 
5. How ? And laſtly, Why did he afcend ? And theſe will rake 
in what is need{al for you to be acquainted with in this poinr, 
Firſt, Who afcended; This the Apoſtie anſwers. Ephigyio. 2. 
The ſame that deſcended, viz, Chriſt. And himſelf tells us in agoncs to. 
tius fui t per- 
ſonz, naturz tamen diyine nonconvenit niſtfigurate, Sed humanz niturx maxime co 


priz convenit, &c. dnel. fed, p. 114, 
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the Text, 1 aſcend. And though the aſcenſion were of Chrifts 
whole perſon, yet it was but a figurative and improper ex- 
preſſion with reſpect to his divine nature, but it agrees moſt 
properly to the humanity of Chriſt, which rea!ly changed 
places and conditions by ir. And hence it is that it's faid, Fob: 
16. 28. Icame forth fromthe Father, and am come into the norld; 
an:in leave the world, and go to my Father, He goes away, and 
ve {ee him no more. As God, he is ſpiritually with us ſti!l ; 
Even to the end of the world. But as man, rhe heavens muſt 
contain him till the reſtitution of all chings, Þ.Ci5 3+ 21. 

Secondly, Whence Chriſt aſcended ? 

I anſwer, more generally, he is (2i4 t5 aſcend from this 
world, to leave the world. Thar is the :©minns 2 quo, John 
16. 28. But more particularly, it was from mount Oliver, near 
unto Feruſalem. The very place where he began his laſt for- 
rowfu] Tragedy. There where his heart began to be ſadded, 
there is it now made glad. O what a difference was there 
berwixt the frame Chriſt was in, in that Mount before his 
Faſkon, and this he is now in; at his aſcenſion ! But 

Thirdly, Whither did he aſcend ? 

Irs manifeit it was into the third Heavens. The Throne of 
God, and place of the blefled. Where all the Saints ſhall be 
with kimfor ever. It's (aid to be far above all heavens. That 
is, the licavens which we ſee, for they are but the pavement 
of that ftately Palace of the great King. He is gone (faith 
the Apoſtle) within the vail Cie.) into the moſt holy Place. And 
into tis Fathers houſe, John 14. 2: And he is allo faid to go to 
the place where he was before, John 6.62, Back again to that 
firect and glorious boſom of delight and love from whence 
at his incarnation he came. 

Fewthlj, When Cid Chriſt aſcend ? was it preſently as ſoon 
as he roſe from the dead ? 

lo, nut 1o, for after his Reſurrection (faith Luke} be was ſeen 
of them forty dates, ſpeaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom 
of God, And truly the care and love of Chriſt to his people 
was very manifeſt in this his ay with them. He had inef- 
fable giory prepared for him in heaven, and awaiting his 
coming; buthe will not go to pofleſs it, till he had ſettled 


b 4 
i 


-all hinges for the good of his Church here. For 1nthis time he 


confirmed the truth of -his Reſurrection, gave charge to the 
Apoitiss concerning the Diſcipline and order of his Houſe, 
. or 
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or Kingdom 3 which was but needſul, ſince he intended thar 
their Acts (hould be rules to future Churches. So Ions jr 
was neceſſary he ſhould ſtay. And when he had fer all thing we tonpen im 
in order, he would ſtay no longer, left he ſhould ſeem to 5: vitro vide 
fect a terrene life. And beſides, he had work of grear con- <7 
cernment to do for us in the other world. He delired ro be © © 
no longer here, than he had work to do for God, and fouls. 
A good pattern for the Saints. 
Fifthly, How did Chriſt aſcend into Heaven 2 5, 
Here it's worthy our Obſervation, that Chriſt aſcended as £91 irio- 
a publick perſon, or fore-runner in our names, and upon our ac- OE 
counts, So it's ſaid expreſly, Heb. 6. 20. Speaking of the oof, 
moit holy place within the vail, whicher (faith he) rhe fore- mo ices, 
runner # for uw entred, His entring into heaven as our fore- ©5301 n 
runner implies both his publick capacity, 5nd precedency. as FORE * 
vt de coe!lo deſcendit 3 1ta coelum occupavit; ut nobis ibvi locum atg; dmicitium EE: 
Pareus in La. 


Firſt, His publick, capacity, as one that weft upon our buſi- 
neſs to God. So he himſelt ſpeaks, Joh. 14 2. 1 go before 19 
prepare a place for you, To take poilefiion of heaven in our 
names. The fore-runner hath rel{pect to others that were to 
come to heaven after him, in their ſeveral generations ; for 
whom he hath taken vp manſions, which are kept for them 
againſt their coming. ; 

Secondly, It notes precedency,He is our fore-ranner,but he him- 
ſelf had no fore-ranner, Never any entred into heaven before 
him,but ſuch asentred in the name, and through the vertue of 
his merits. He was the firſt that ever entred heaven 4ire&/y,im- 
mediately in his own name, and upon his own accounr. Burt all 
the Fathers who died before him, entred in his name. To the 
holieſt of them all God would have ſaid as Eliſha to Feboram, 
2 Kin 3.14. Were it not that I had reſpect to the perſon of my 
Son,in whoſe name and right you coine 3 I would not look up- 
onyou. You muſt back again, heaven were no place for you. 
No not for you Abraham, nor for you Moſes. 

Secondly, He aſcended Trinmphantly into heavens To this 
good Expoſitors refer that which in the Type 1s ipokea of Da- jw 7, 
vid, when he lodged the Ark in its own place, with mulical-jc, Geirus. 
intruments and (houtings 3 but to Chriſt in the Arrzrzpe when aynſworth, 
he was received up Triumphantly into glory, Pſal.q7- 5. God s 
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fone up with a ſhout, the Lord with the ſound of a Trumpet 3 ſing 
prai'es to God, ſing praiſes ; ſing praiſes unto our Ring, ſing praiſes. 
A Cloud is prepared asa Royai Chariot to carry up this King 
of Glory to his Princely pavillion, A C loud received him out of 
their f:ht, And then a Royal guard of mighty Angels ſurround 
the Chariot, if not for ſupport, yet for greater itate, and {0- 
lemnicy of their Lord's a{cenſion. And oh what Jubilations 
of the blefied Angels were heard in heaven! tow was tlie 
whole City of God moved at his coming ! For look as when 
he brought his firſ begotten into the world, he ſaid, It all the An 
gels of Ged worſhip bim : Heb. 1. 6. So at hisretura ticher agatn, 
when he had finiſhed Redemption-work, there were no leis 
demonſtrations gizen by thoſe bleſſed Creatures of their de- 
light and joy in it. The very heavens ecchaed, and reſound- 
ed on that account. Yea, the Triumph is not ended at this 
day, norever (hall. 

It's faid, Das. 7. 13, 14. 1 ſaw, (faith the Prophet) in the 
night viſions, and behald one like the Son of man came with the 
Clouds of Heaven; and came to the ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him, And there was given him, dominion, and 
glory and a Kingdom ; that all People, Nations, and Languages 
ſhould ſerve him. This Viſion of DaziePs was accompliſht in 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, when they ( z. e.) the Angels brought 
bim to the ancient of days (i. e.) to God the Father, who to 
expreſs his welcome to Chriſt, gave him glory and a King- 
dom. And ſoit is and ought to be expounded. The Father 
received him with open arms.rejoycing exceedingly to ſee him 
again in heaven, therefore God is faid zo receive him up into 
glory, 1 Tim. 3.16. For that which with reſpe& to Chriſt, 
is called aſcenſion, is with reſpe to the Father called aſump- 
z50u. He went up, and the Father received him. Yea, re- 
ceived him ſo, as none ever was received before him, or ſhall 
ve received after him. 

Thirdly, Chriſt Aſcended mwunificently ſhedding forth abun- 


<dantly ineftimable gifts upon his Church at his aſcenſion. As 


in the Roman Trinmphs they did Spargere miſſitia, beſtow their 
largeſſes upon the people ; fo did our Lord when he aſcended, 
whereſore he ſaith, when he aſcended up on high, he led Captivity 
Captive; and gave gifts unto men, The place to which the 


4 T1 r1 4% C204 6b mNmAry VDV» mg ny e+3n 23l;z 5 & BY. P+i1243 : p 
LU TIRMPUCNT, magna MU Er7 o FECUNIAS 1N popu.um No1 tt lumphant! pratulantem & 


ky : 
, v;j3f,>ry p R ay a 

4 UWONANTEM, ITdre2cre, £ AR, 

- _ ». 


Apokle 


Serm. 40. epmed and oartnfly applied, 7 "ny 


Apoſtle refers, is P/a/.68. 17, 18, where you have both the 
triumph and munificence with which Chriſt went up excel- 
lently ſet forth together. | 

The Chariots of God (faith the Pſalmiſt) are twenty rhoxſand, 
even thouſands of Angels ; the Lord is among them as in Sinq', in 
the holy place. Thou haſt aſcended on bigh, thou hat led Canici- 
ty Captive, thou haſt received gifts for men ; Yea, for therebulliozes 
alſo, that God might dwell among them, Which words in their 
literal ſenſe are a Celebration of ihar famous victory and tri- 
umph of David, over the enemies of God; recorded, 2 Sam.$. 
Thefe conquered enemies bring him ſeveral forts of preſents, 
all which he dedicated to the Lord. The fpiritual ſenſe is, 
that juſt ſo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt when he hae overcome by 
his death on the Croſs, and now triumphed in his afcention, he @-Q..... +. 
eakes the parts and gifts of his enemies, and gives them by &.rc:: ccl>- 
their convertion to the Church, for its uſe and ſervice. Thus i: ctiz in- 
he received gifts even for the rebellious, ( i, e.) ſanRifies the 'Er ©2> 4ui 
natural gifts, and faculties of ſuch as hated his people before, Fe _ 
dedicating them to the Lord in his peoples ſervice. Thus (as rune & per- 
one obſerves)-Tertullian, Origen, Auſtin, and Ferome, came into ſequitur ; & 
Canaan laden with e/£gyptian Gold. Meaning, they came inco ſubinde 
the Church richly laden with natural learning and abilities, M7 
Auſtin was a Manichee, Cyprian a Magician, learned Bradwar- pe -3-aptlogg 
dine a ſcornful proud naturaliſt, who once ſaid when he read num addu: 
Paul's Epiſtles, dedignabar efſe paruulus, He (corned ſuch cis. Mile- 
childich things, but afterwards became a very uſeful man in #n {<- 
the Church of God. And even Parl himſelf, was as fierce 
an enemy to the Church, as breathed on earth ; till Chriſt 
gave him into its boſom by converſton ; and then no meer 
man ever did the Lord and his people greater ſervice than he. 
Men of all ſorts. Greater and ſmaller lights, have been gi- 
ven to the Church. Officers of all ſorts were given it by 
Chriit. Extraordinary and temporary, as Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Evanyzliits, ordinary and ſtanding, as Paſtors and Teachers 
which remain to this day, Epy. 4.8, 9. And thoſe ſtars are 
fixed in the Church heaven, by a moſt firm eſtablithmenr, 
1 Cor. 12. 28, Thouſands now in heaven, and thouſands on 
earth aifo, are bletfiag Chriit at this day for thee his aſcen- 
fjon gifts. : 

Fourti:!y, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſcended moſt comfortably, 
for whilit he was blefſing his peopie, he was parted from 
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them, Zuk. 24, 50,51. Therein making good to them what 


— 


left ſuch a demonſiration of his tenderneſs with them at part- 


ng: : 
Fifthly, He aſcended, as well as roſe again, by his ow» 

power. He was not meerly paſſive, in that his aſcenſion, but ir 

was his own att. He went roheaven, Therefore it's ſaid, 4, 


Caſa hu'us T-,JO, He went wp, viz. by his own divine power. And this 
aſcenſionis plainly evinceth him to be God, for no meer Creature ever 
fuit victus mounted it ſelf from earth, far above all heavens, as Chriſt 


Diya — 
i-d acccde- 


did. 


tat inſuper conditio corporis glorificat!, quod que ſurſum ferturatq; deorſum. Ames, 


6. 


Sixthly, And laſtly, why did Chriſt aſcend > 

I anſwer, his afcenſton was neceſſary upon many and great 
accounts. For ; 

Firſt, If Chriſt had not aſcended, he could not have 1nter- 
ceded 25 now he doth in heaven for us. And do but take away 
Chriſt's interceſſion, and you Rarve the hope of the Saints. 
For what have we to ſuccour our ſelves with under the daily 
{urpriſes of ſto, but this, chat if any man [in, we have an Aadvg- 
cate | with the Pather ] mark that with the Father. A friend 
pon the place. Ore that abides there, on purpoſe co trand- 


at 
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a&t all our affairs, and as a ſurety for the peace betwixt God 


and us» 

Secondly, If Chriſt had not aſcended, you could not have en- 
tred into heaven, when you die. For he went to prepare a place 
for you, Joh. 14. 2, He was (as I ſaid before) the firſt that en- 


cred into hezyen directly and in his own name : and had he * 


not done fo, we could rot have entred (when we die) 1n his 
name. The forerunner made way for all that are coming on 
in their ſeveral generations after him. Nor could your bo- 
dies have aſcencged after their Reſurrection, but 10 the vertue 
cf Chriſt's aſcenfion. For he aſcended (as was ſaid before) 
in the capacity of our head, and reprefentative. To his Father 
and our Father. For us and himſelf too. 

Third:y, Tf Chriſt had not aſcended, he could not have been 
inangurated and inſtalled in the glory he now enjoys in heaven, 
This world is not the place where perfec felicity and glory 
dwells. And then how had the promiſe of che Father been 
made good to him? Or our glory (which conliſts in being 
with, and conformed to him) where had ic been ? Onght noe 
Chriſt to ſuffer, and to enter into his glory ? Luk: 24. 25. 

Fourthly, Tf Chriſt had not aſcended, how could we have 
been ſatisfied that his payment on the Croſs mad full fati(- 
faction to God ? and that now God hath no more Bills to 
bring in againſt us * How is it that the ſpiric convinceth the 
world of righteouſneſs, Fob. 16. 9, 10. But from Chriſt's go- 
ing to the Father, and returning hither no more; which gives 
evidence of God's full content and ſatisfaction Goth with his 
perſon and work. 

Fifthly, How ſhould we have enjoyed the great bleftings of 
the Spirit and Ordinances, if Chriſt had not aſcended ? And 
ſarely we could not have been without either. If Chriſt had 
not gone away, the Comferter had not come, Joh-.16. 7. He be- 
gins where Chriſt finiſhed. For he ::4es of his, and ſhews it 
ro ze, Joh. 16. 14. And therefore it's faid, Fob. 7. 39. The 
Holy Ghoſt was not given becauſe Jeſus was n9t yer glorified, He 
was then given as a {anctifying ſpirit, but not given (in that 
meaſure as afterward be was) to furaiihand quziite men with 
gifts, for ſervice. And indeed by Chritt's alcen{ton both his 
. {andiifying and his miniftring gifts, were thed forth more com- 
monly, and more abundagitiy upon men. Theſe fell from 
him when he aſcended, as E1jab's mantie did from _ {o 

| : COAT: 


514 


Infer, t- 


Tafer. 2. 


The Triumphant Aſcenſion of Chrijt 


that whatſoever good of converſion,edification,fupport or com- 
fort you receive from ſpiritual Ordinances he hath ſhed forth 
thar:-which you now fee and fee].1r's the fruit of Chriſt s aſcenſion, 

Sixthly, And laſtly, if Chriſt had not aſcended,how had all 
the Types and Prophecies that figured and forerold ir been ful- 
filled? Ard the Scriptures cannot be broken,John 10. 35. 90 that 
n20n all theſe accounts it was expedient that he (honld goaway. 
It was for his glory, and for our advantage. Though we loſt 
the comfort of his bodily preſence by it, yet if we loved 
him, we wonld rejoyce becauſe he went to the Father, John 14. 
verſe 28. We ought to have rejoyced in his advancement, 
though it had been to our loſs : but when iris ſo much for our 
benefit 2s well as his glory; it's matter of joy on both fides 
thathe is aſcended to his Father and our Father ; to his God 
2nd to our God. From the ſeveral blefiings flowing to us out 
of Chriſts a{cenfion,it was that he charged his people not to be 
troubled ar his leaving of them, 7oh. 14 And hence learn, 

Inference I. 

Did Chriſi aſcend into Heaven ? ls our Jeſus our treaſure indeed 
there ? Where then ſhould the hearts of believers be, but in Heaven 
where their Lord their Life is ? Surely Saints, 1t is not good that 
your Love and your Lord ſhould be in two ſeveral Counrries, 
{aid one thit is now with him. Up, up, after your Lover, 
that he and you may be together. Chriſtians you aſcended 
with bim virtually when he aſcended, you ſhall afcend ro him 
perſonally hereafrer,on that you would aicead to im ſpiricg- 
ally in a&s of Faith, Love and defires daily. Surſum Corda, 
up ith your hearts, was the form uſed by the ancienr Church, 
at the Sacrament, How good were it if we could tay with 
the :\poitie, Phil, 3. 21. Our Converſatim is in beaten from 
whence we look for a Saviour, An heart aſcendant, 15 cas beſt 
evidence of your intereſt in Chriſts afceuſion, | 

Inference 2, 

Dis Ciariſt go to heaven as a fore-runner ? 17%at bafte ſhould 
we make to {o'ow tim! He ran to heaven ; he ran thither he- 
fore us. Did he run to glory, and ſhall we linger ? Did he 
flee as an E:zie towards heaven, and we creep like Snails > 
Come Thritiians, lay aſide every weight, ard the [in that doth [q 
eaſily befet you, and run with patience the Rice [et before you,lorking 
anto Fejus, Hed. £2,1, 2. The Captain of our Salvation 1s 


eEtitred withia the gates of the new Jera/alem, and calls to us 


Out 
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that overcomes ſhall ſit with me in my throne, as 1 alſo overcame, and 

am ſet aown with my Father in his throne, Rev. 3-21. How tedious 

ſhould it ſeem to us to live fo long at a diſtance from our Lord Feſus ! 
Inference }. 

Did Chriſt aſcend io triumpk:ntly, leaving Captivity Cap- 
tive? How little reaſon then have belieurrs to fear their conquered 
enemies, Sin, Satan and every enrmy was inthat day led away in 
triumph, dragged at Chriſis Chariot whee!s. Brought after him as it 
were in Chains...” Tis a loveiy {ight to fee the necks of thoſe Ty- 
rants under the foot of our 7ollnab, He made at that day ar 
open ſhew of them, Col. 2.15. Thkir {irength is broken for ever. 
In this he ſhewed himſelf more than a conqueror ; for he cor- 
quered and triumphed too.Satan was then trod under his feet. And he 
hath promiſed to tread him under our feet alſo, and that ſhort- 
ly, Rom, 16. 20; Some power our enemies yet retain, the Ser- 
pent may bruiſe our heel, but Chriſt hath cruſhrt his bead. 

Infereuce 4, © 

Did Chriſt aſcend ſo munificently, ſhedding forth ſo many 
mercies upon his people ? Mercies of ineitimable value re- 
ſerved on purpoſe to adorn that day ? O rhen ſee that you abuſe 
210t thoſe moſtprecious aſcenſion giſts of Chriſt, but value and improve 
them, as the choiceſ# mercies. Now the Aſcenſion gifts, as I told 
you,are either the Ordinances and Officers of the Church(for he 
then gave them Paſtors and Teachers)or the Spiriz that furnithe 
the Church with all its gifts. Beware you abuſe not either of theſe. 

Firſt, Abuſe not the Ordinances and Officers of Chriſt. This 
15 aſin that no Nation is plunged deeper into the guilt of it, 
than this Nation. And no Age more than this. Surely God 
hath written to us the great things of his Law, and we have ac- 
counted them ſmall things, We have been looſe, wanton, ſcep- 
tical profeſſors for the moſt part ; that have had nice and coy 
ſtomachs that could not relith piaia wholeſom truths ; excep: 
ſo and ſo modified to our humors. For this the Lord hath a 
Controverſte with tize Nation, and by a fore Judgment he hath 
begun to rebuke this {in already. And I doubt before he make 
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an end, plain truths will down with us; and we thall bleſs - 


God for them. 
Secondly, But 1n the next place, ſe 


? 
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Syirit, Whom Chrilt hath ſent from ieaven at iis alcention; 
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to ſupply his badily abſence among us, and 1s the great pledge 
of his care for, 2nd render love to his people. Now take 
heed that you dor'c vex him by your diſobecience, Nor grieve 
him by your uakindneiſes, Nor quench him by your f{inful 
neglects of duty, cr abuſe of light. O deal kindly with the 
Spirit, and obey his voice. Comply with his deſigns, and yield 
up your {Ives to his guidance 2nd conduct. Methinks to be 
intreated by the Love of the Spirit, Rom. 15. 39. ſhould be as 
great an Argument as to be intreated for Chriſts ſake, Now to 
perſwade all the Saints to be tender of grievirg the Spirit, by 
ſin; let me urge a few Conſiderations proper to the point 
under hand. And | 

Confid. 1. Firſt, He was the firſt and principal mercy that Chriſt 
received for you, at his firſt entrance into heaven. It was the-firſt 
thing he asked of God, when he came to heaven. So he ſpeaks, 
Fohn 14.16, 17, 1 will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you ano- 
ther Comforter ; that he may abide with you. No ſooner had he 
ſet foor vpon the place, but the firſt thing, the great thing that 
was upon his heart to ask the Father for us, was that the Spi- 
rit might be forthwith diſparchr, and ſent Qown to his people. 
So that the ſpirit is zhe firft-born of mercies. And deſerves the 
fir place in our hearts, andeſteems. 

Conf1d 2. Secendly, The Spirit comes not in his own name to us 
(thovgh if ſo, he deſerves a dear welcome for his own {ake,and 
for the benefits we receive by him which are ine/limable) but 
he comes tows in the name, and tm the loves both of the Father and 
Son. As one authorized and delegated by them. Bringing his 
Credentials under both their hands and teals, 7ohn 15. 26. But 
when the Comforter 15 come,whom I will ſend to you from the Father. 
Mark, I will ſend him from the Father, and in Fobn 14. 26. 
The Father is faid to /erd bim in Chriſts name, Yo that he is 
the meſſenger that comes from both theſe great and holy per- 
ſons. And if you have any Love for the God that made you, 
any kindneſs for Chrift that died for you 3 ſhew it by your 
obectience to the Spirit that comes from them both; 2nd in 
both their names to us : and who will be both offended and 
grieved if you grieve him.. O therefore give him an enter- 
£ainment worthy of one tyzart comes fo you 1n the name of the 
Lord. In the Fathers name, 2nd 12 the Sons name. 

Confid. 3. Thirdly, But that is not the only conſideration thi t 
thouid cauſe you to beware cf grieving the Spirit, becauſe he 
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is ſent in the name of ſuch great and dear perſons to you ; but 
he deſerves better entertainment than any of the Saints give him, for 
his own ſake, and upon his own account, and that upon a double 
ſcore,viz. Of his Nature and Office: 

Firſt, On the account of his Nature ; for he is God, Co- 
equal with the Father and Son in Nature, and dignity, 2 $2: 
23. 23. The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and bis word was in 
my tongue ; the God of Iſrael ſaid; the Rock of 1/rael ſhake to me. 
So that you ſee he is God. The rock of 1/rae/. God 0»n;- 
potent, for he created all things, Ger. 1. 2. God omnipreſent, 
filling all things, F/al. 139. 7. God omni/cient, who knows your 
hearts, Rom. 9g. 1. Beware of him therefore, anc grieve him 
not, for in ſo doing, you grieve God. 

Secondly, Upon the account of his Gffce and the benefics we 
receive by him. Weare obliged even on the ſcore of gratitude 
'and ingenuity to obey him. For he is {ent in the quality of 
an Advocate, to heip us to pray. To indite our requelts for us. 
To teach us what, and how to ask of God, Rom. 8. 26. He 
comes to us as 2 comforter, Johz 14. 16. And none like him. 
His work is to take of Chrifts, a4 ſhew it to ws, (4.e,) to take 7n 15. 14. 
of his Death, Reſfurretion, Aſcenſion, yea of his very pre- 
ſent Intercefſion in Heaven and ſhew it tro us. He can be with 
us ina moment, he can (as One well obſerves) tell you what 2. T.Good- 
were the very laſt thoughts Chriſt was thinking in heaven about win. 
you. It 'was he that formed the body of Chriſt in the Womb, ;,;. ;. z.. 
and ſo prepared him to be a ſacrifice for us. He filled that hn- 77, 41. 1. 
manity with his unexampled fulneſs. So fitting and anointing C*/. 1. 15. 
him for the diſcharge of his Office. 

"Tis he that puts efficacy into the Ordinances, and withour 
him they would be but a dead letter. *Twas he that bleſled > --. «. + 
them to your conviction, and converſion. For if Angels had 
been the Preachers, no converſion had followed, withour the "1 ©: 
Spirit. Tis he that is, the vinculam unionis bond of union : $3... 
betwixt Chriſt and your ſouls ; without which you could never 2,,, > © 
have had intereſt in Chriſt, or communion with Chriſt. *Twas _ 
he that ſo often hath helped your infirmities, when you knew ©”: *: *5- 
not what to ſay. Comforred your hearts when they were over- 
whelmed within you, and you knew not what to do. Prefer.  ., 
ved you many thouſand times from fin and ruice when you 1. +5. 15 
have been upon the ſlippery briok of it in temptations, *Tis 
he (in his ſanctifying work) that is the beſt evidence your 
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ſouls have for Heaven. It were endlefs toenumerate the mer- 
cies you have by him. And now, Reader, doſt thou not bluſh 
to think how uaworthy thou haſt rreated ſuch a friend? For 
which of ail theſe his Offices or benefits doſt thou grieve and 
quench him? O grieve not the holy Spirir, whom Chrif ſent 
2{loon as ever he came to Heaven, in his Fathers name, and 
in his own name to perform all theſe Offices for you. 
Inference 5. ; 
Infer.5s, Is Chriſt aſcended to the Father as our fore-ranner ? then the 
door of Salvation ſtands open to all believers, and by vertue of Chrifts 
Spes future aſcenſion; they alſo ſhall aſcend after him; far above all viſible 
noſtrz kz- Feavens. O my friends, what place hath Chriſt prepared and 
@ 1) 200 a taken up for you! What a (ſplendid habitation . hath he pro- 
= :finz Vided for you. God is not aſhamed to be called your God, for he 
confirmatur, hath prepared for you a City, Heb. 11. 16. In that Ciry Chriſt 
& nos cum hath provided manſions, and reſting places for your everlaſting 
FS abode, 7ohr 14.2. and keeps them for you till your coming. 
fume op, O how Auguſt, and glorious a dwelling is that, where Sun, 
purioris Theol, Moon and Stars hall ſhine as much below your feet as the 
Diſp. 28. © are now above your heads ? Yea, ſuch is the love Chriſt hat 
Þ. 242. co the believer, that (as one ſaith) if thou only had(t been the 
choſen of God, Chriſt would have built that houſe for him- 
ſelf and thee. Now it is for himſelf, for thee, and for many 
more who ſhall inherit with thee. 
God ſend us a joyful meeting within the vail, with our fore- 
runner ; and ſweetens our paſſage into it, with many a fore- 
fight, and fore-taſt thereof, And mean time let the Love of a 
Saviour inflame our hearts, fo that when ever we caſt a look 
towards that place, where our fore-runner is for us entred ; 
our ſouls may ſay with melting affections, 


Tanks be to God for Feſus Chrift ; and again, 
Bleſſed be God for his unſpeakable Gift. 
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— Chriſt's ſits 
y by t! 1 at God's 
H EB. I Je part of the Verle, re hand « 
explained and 
: ; - applied, be- 
—When he had by himſelf, purged our fins ; fate ins the third 
- b; . Rep of his 
down at the right hand of the Majeſty on high. bs at 


tation. 


ed his whole work cn earth, is there bid by the Fa- 

ther to fit down in the ſeat of honour and reſt. A 

ſeat prepared for him at God's right hand, that makes 
it konowrable, and all his enemies as a footſtool under his feer, 
that makes it eaſe. How much is the ſtate and condition of 
Jeſus Chriſt changed in a few days ! Here he groaned, wepr, 
laboured, ſuffered; ſweat, yea ſweat blood, and found no reſt 
in this world ; but when he comes to Heaven, there he en- 
ters into reſt. Sits down for ever in the higheſt, and eaſieſt 
throne prepared by the Father for him, when he had done his 
work. When be had by himſelf purged our ſins, he ſate down, &c. 
The ſcope of this Epiſtle is ro demonſtrate Chriſt to be the 

fulneſs of all Legal Types and Ceremonies, and that whar- 
ever light glimmered to the world through them, yet it was 
but as the light of the day Star, to the light of this Sun. 

In this Chapter C-5-i/ the ſubje& of the Epiſtle is deſcribed, 
and particularly in this third verſe, he isdeſcribed three ways. 

Firſt, By his Efſential, and primeval glory and dignity he ric 2ppet- 
is 2Tavzeoua, the brightneſs of his Fathers glory, the very lationis pri- 
ſplendor of glory, the very refulgency of that Son of glory, maria et 
The primary reaſon of that appellation is with refpe&t to his OO OS 
erernal and ineffable generation, lisiit of light, as the 1Vicexe png 4 
Creed expreſles it. Asa beam of light proceeding from the zterao, per 

enerationem inſtar Jumir.is, de lzmine reſplenduit, ſecundiria reſoety IE Ae. 
Glaſ. Rhet. Þ. 174. 22. T]EIV inſculperedicitur, non tam jmIfirem ex ſi2illo cerz 
prefſam, quain ipſury fizi1tum deuotare. Glafe Rbot, ſuc. p. 155, 


(7: being returned again to his Father, having finiſh- 
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Dod, 


Ciriſt at Reſt in Heaven, 


Sun. And the ſecondary reaſon of it is with reſpe& to men, 
for look as the Sun communicates-its light and influence to us 
by its beams, which it projects 3 ſo doth God communicate 
his goodneſs, and manifelit himſelf to us by Chriſt, Yea, he 
is the expreſ# Image, or Character of his perſon. - Not as the 
imprefſed Image cf the Seal upon the Wax, but as the en- 
graving in the Seal it (elf. Thus he is deſcribed by his '<fſen- 
tai glory. 

rs i He is deſcribed by the work he wrouglit here on 
earth in his humbled ſtate, and it was a glorious work, and 
that wrought out by his own fingle hand, wher he had by him- 
ſelf purged our ſins. A work that all the Angels in Heaven 
could not do, but Chriſt did it. 

Thirdly, and Laſtly, He is deſcribed by his glory.the which 
{asa reward of that work) he now enjoys in Heaven. Whez 
be had by bimſelf purged our ſins, he ſate down on the right hand of 
the Majeſty on bigh, (+. e.) the Lord cloathed him with the 
greateſt power, and higheſt honour, that Heaven it ſelf could 
afford 3 for ſo much this phraſe of ſitting down on the right 


. band of Majeſty imports, as will appear in the explication of 


this point, which is the reſult of this clauſe, viz. 


Dot. That when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had finiſhed his work on 
earth, he was placedin the ſeat of the higheſt honour, and au- 
thority 3 at the right hand of God in Heaven. 


This truth is transformingly glorious, Stephen had but 2 
glimpſe of Chriſt at his Fathers right hand, and it cauſed bis 
face to ſhine, as it had been the face of an Angel, At. 7.56. this 
his high advancement was foretold and promiſed before the 
work of redemption was taken in hand, Pſal. 110. 1; The Lord 
ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
eneriesthy footjzool, And this promiſe was punqually perform- 
ed to Chriſt after his reſurre&ion and aſcenfion, in his ſu- 
pream exaltation far above all created beings in Heaven and 
Earth, Epheſ. 1.20, 21, 22. We ſhall here open two things in 
the doctrinal part, viz. what 1s meant by God's right band, 
and what is implied in Chriſt's firting there, with his enemies 
for a footitoo]. 


Firſs, 
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Firſt, What are we to underſtand here by God's right hand? It's ON | 
obvious enough, that the expreſſion is not proper, but fieu- Dextram Pa 
rative and borrowed, God hath no hand, right or lefr ; bye ©5 3omuna- 
it's a condeſcending expreſſion, wherein God Roops to the 34S 00m 
Creatures underſtanding 3 .and by it be would have us to un- deicaris, in 


derſtand honour, poarmer and rearnefs, qua, cum fi- 
lius Dei ante 


ſecula extiterif, tanquam Deus in excelfis ; Patri conſubtantialis, poſtremis temporibus 
incarnatus , etiam cum corpore conſedit. Damajc. £15. 1.c, 2. de arch. fid?, : 


Firſt, The right hand is the hand of honour, the upper 
band, where we place thoſe whom we highly eſteem and ho- 
nour. So Solomon placed his Mother in a fear, at his right 
nand, 1 Kr. 2.19, So in token of honour God ſets Chriſt ar 
his right hand 3 which on that account in the Text is called 
the right hand of .24aje/ty. God harh therein expreſt more 
favour, delight and honour to Jeſus Chriſt, than ever he did 
to any creature. 19 which of the Angels ſaid he at any time, fit 
thouon my right hand ? Heb. 1.13. | 

Secondly, The right hand is the hand of power : we call it 
the weapor hand, and the working hand, And the fetting of 
Chriſt chere, imports his exaltation to tlie higheſt authority, 
and moſt ſupream dominion. Not that God the Father hath 
put himſelf outof his Authority, and advanced Chrift above 
himſelf ; no, for in that he ſaith he hath put all things under him, . 
it is manifeſt, that he is excepted which did put all things under 
him, 1 Cor. 15: 27. But to fit as an enthroned King, at God's 
right hand, imports power. Yea, the moſt foveraign and iu- 
pream power : and fo Chriſt himſelf calls the righr hard ar 
which he fits, Mat. 26. 64. hereafter ye ſhall ſee the Son of man 
ſitting on the right hand of power 

Thirdly, And as it fhgnifies honour and power, fo nezrnefs 
in place, as we uſe to ſay at ones elbow, and fo it is applied to 
Chriſt, in Pſal. 110.5, The Lord at thy right hand, ſhall frike 
throuzh Kings in the day of his wrath; that is, the Lord-who is 

7ery near thee, preſent with thee, he ſhall ſubdue tnine ene- 
mies. - This is that then we are to underſicnd by Gog 5 rigat 
hind. Honour, power and nearneſs. -# 

Secondly, In the next place let us fee what is ignpled 17 
Chriſt fitting at God'ss right hand, with his enemies tor his 
footſtool, And if we attenily confider, we ſhall find ehiet 
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it implies and imports divers great and weighty things in it. 


Sz 
Firf, It implies the Complement and Perfeftion of Chriſt's work, 
that he came into the world about, Aﬀter his work was ended, 
chen he fart down and reſted from thoſe labours, Heb:10.11,12. 
Every Prief ſtanteth daily miniſtring, and offer ing oftentimes the 
ſame ſacrifices ; which can never take away ſins 5 but this man 
when he had once offered one ſacrifice for fins, for ever ſate down 
on the right handof God. Here he aſſigns a double difference 
berwixt Chriſt and the Levitical Prieſts ; they fand, which is 
the poſture of Servants; he firs, which is the poſture of a 
Lord. They ſand daily, becauſe their ſacrifices cannot take 
away fin; he did his work fully, by one offering 3 and after 
\). £409.g (Oar fits, or reſts for everin Heaven. And this (as acturate 
i 0422 and judicious Dr. Reynolds obſerves) was excellently figured to 
eVNOIQs In 0 . . - 

P(LL 115, þ. US inthe rk, which was a lively Type of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
35:35, particularly in this, it had rings by which it was carried up and 
down, till ar laſt it refied in Solomon's Temple, with Glorious 
2nd Triumphal folemnity, Pſal. 132.8, 9. 2 Chron. 5.13. So 
Chrit, while he was here on earth, being anointed with the 
Holy Ghoſt and Wiſdom, wentabout doing good, 4#. 10.38, 
and having ceaſed from his works, did at laſt enter into his 
reſt, Zcb. 5.10. which is the heavenly Tempie, Rev. 11. 19, 
Sedentquiz Secordly, His fitting down at God's right hand, notes the 
labore quieſ- high content and ſatisfaction of God the Father in him, and 
2a he in his work. The Lord ſaid to my Lord, fit thou at my right 
f. Gen.r2.r, hand, the words are brought in as the words of the Father, 
quo ſerſu welcoming Chriſt ro Heaven and (as it were) congratula- 
quidam acci- ting the happy accompliſhment of his moſt difficult work. 
prunt quod Ang it 154s if he had faid,O0 my Sor,what ſhall be done for thee this 

de Girifſio 1 1? thou haſt finiſbed þ, and in all th | 
dicieur. Sc. Any? thou haſt finiſhed a great work, and in all the parts of it ac« 
dere ad dex- 4uitted thy ſelf as an able and faithful ſervant to me ; what honours 
tram Pei, ſhall I now beſtow upon thee ? rhe higheſt glory in Heaven, is not too 
(?. e.g Lee tign for thee; come, fit at my right hand, O how well is he 
"5 pun = pleaſed with Clriit, and what he hath done ! He delighted 
nz il beat greatly 00 benold him here at his work on earth, and by a 
tidive gui- Voce from the excellent glory he told him ſo, when he cal- 
TE 413- 1&9 out of Heaven to him, laying, Thou art my beioved Son in 
29: tor 8 . whom 1 am nal piecafed, 2 Pet. 1.17. . and himſelf tells us, 
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Joh.10.17.therefore doth my Father love me,becanſe 1 lay down my 
life, 8c. for it was a work that the heart of God had been 
upon from Eternity. He took infinite delight in it. 
Thirdly, Chriſts fitting down at Gods right hand in heaven, 
notes the advancement of Chriſts humane natare to the higheſt ho- 
our ; even tobe the objef# of adoration to Angels and Men, For 
it 15 properly his humane nature that is the ſubjeR of all this 
honour and advancement z and being advanced to the right 
hand of Majeſty, it's become an obje&t of worſhip and ado- 
ration. Not {imply as it is fleſh and blood, but as it is per- 
{onally united to rhe ſecond perſon, and enthroned id the ſu- 
ream glory of Heaven. O here's the myſtery, that fleſh and 
blood thould ever be advanced to the higheſt throne of Ma- 
jeſty, and being there inſtalled in that glory, we may now 
direct our worſhip to him as God-man ; and to this end was 
his humanity ſo advanced, that ic might be adored and wor- 
ſhipped by all. The Father hath committed all Judgment to the 
Son, that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
ther. And the Father will accept of no honour divided from 
his honour. Therefore it's added in the next clauſe, he that 
honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath ſent bim, 
John 5. 22, 23. Hence the Apoſiles in the falutations of their 
Epiſtles, beg for grace,mercy and peace from God the Father, 
. and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: and in their valedi#ions, they de- 
fire the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to the Churches. 
_ Fourthly, It imports the ſoveraigaty and ſupremacy of Chrilt 
over all. The inveſtiture of Chriſt with authoricy over the 
Empire of both worlds: For this belongs to him that fits 
down upon this throne. Whea the Father ſaid to himyfit at my - 
right hand, he did therein deliver to him the diſpenſation and g;..;;... ... 
zconomy of the Kingdom. Par the: awful ſcepter of govern- go hxc ſeifio 
ment into his hand, and ſo the Apoſtle interprets and under- Chriſti ad 
Rands it, 1 Cor. 15. 25. He muſt raign, till he have put all his E- dextram pa- 
nemies under his feet. And to this purpoſe the ſame Apoſtle hrs es -_ 
. «1 prie gloriem 
accommodates, (if not expounds) the words of the Plalmiſt, j11,my& reg- 
num natvra-»- 
le, quod filio Dei cum Patre ab zterno fuit commune ; hc enim patto etiamſpiritas ſan&vs 
ad dextram Dei ſedet ; ſed regnum acxconomicum & voluntarium, in quo tanquam $2; - 
Sear; & mediator noſter, ad eccleſiz ſuz colleXionem ac difentionem A parce eft con- 
ſtitutus. $Synop/e pur, Theol. Diſp. 28: p. 343» 
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Y 
thou madeſt kim a little lower than the Angels, (1 e.) in reſpect of 
his humbled ſtate on earth, thou Crownedft him with glory and 
honour, and diſt ſer him over the work of thy hands, thou haſt put 
all things in {ubjetion under his feet, Heb. 2.7, 8. He 1s over 
the Spiritual Kingdom, the Church, abſolute Lord there, 
Matth, 28. 18,19, 20. He allo is Lord over the providential 
Kingdom the whole world, P/al. 110. 2. and this providential 
Kingdom, being ſubordinate to his ſpiritu2] Kingdom 3 he 
orders and rules this, for the advantage and benefit of thar, 
Epos, 1. 22. | 
Fifthly, To fit at Gods right hand with his enemies for a 
footſtool, implies Chriſt ro be a Conqueror over all his enemies. TO 
have ones enemies under his feet, notes perfect conqueſt, and 
Auel Viz, Compleat victory. As when Foſhuah ſet his foot upon the necks 
Qui Conitan- of the Kings: So Tamberline made proud Bajazet his footſtool. 
ee They trampled his name, andhis Saints under their feer ; and 
I'm : ſw Chriſt will tread them under his feer. *Tis true indeed, this 
Tanberlico VIEOTY Is yet incomplear, and inconſummate ; for now we ſee 
ſcliz2 Canis rot yet all things pur under him, (faith the Apoſtle) but we ſee Fe- 
quz fuit, fazs Crowned with glory and honour, and that's enough. Enough 
to ſheiv the power of his enemies is now broken, and though 
they make ſome oppolicion ſtill, yet it 1s to no purpoſe at all; 
4x he is ſo infinitely above them, that they muſt fall before 
im. 
It is not with Chriſt as it was with 4b4ab againſt whom 
Teroboam prevailed becauſe he was young and tender hearted 
and could not withſtand them. His incapacity and weakneſs 
gave the watchful enemy an advantage over him. I ſay, 'tis 
not fo with Chriſt, he is at Gods right hand. And all the 
power of God ſtands ready bent to ſtrike through his enemies, 
aSit 1s, Pſal. 110. 5, | 
Sixthly, Chriſts fitting in Heaven notes to us the great and 
wonderful change that is made upon the ſtate and condition of 
Chriſt, ftince his aſcenſion into Heaven. Ah *ris far otherwiſe 
7 T.cafs With him now, than it was in the days of his humiliation here 
his Piſzah ON earth, Quantum mutatis ab illo! Oh what a wonderful 
p.5t 3.p.21. Change hath heaven made upon him! It were good ( as a 
Worthy of ours ſpeaks ) to compare in our thoughts the A- 
baſement of Chriſt, and his Exalcation together ; as ir were 
in Columes, one over againſt the other: he was born in a 
Stable, but aow he Raigns in his Royal Palace. Then he 
had 
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had a anger for his Cradle, but noyy he fits.on a Chair of 
State. Then Oxen and Afles were his companions.now thoy- 
ſands of Saints, and ten thouſand of Angels minifter round 
about his throne. Then in contempt they c2iied him the Cr 
penters Son, now he obtains a; more excellent name than 
gels, Then he was led away into the Wilderneſs to be tetmpies 
of the Devil, now it is proclaimed before him, Jet al! the An 
gels of God worſhip him, Then he had not a place to lay his 
head on, now he is exalted to be heir of all things. Tn his 
ſtate of humiliation he endured the contradition of ſinners ; in 
his ſtate of exalcation he #5 adored and admired of Saints and 
fingels. Then he had no form nor comlineſs, and when we ſaw him, 
there was no beauty why we ſhow!d deſire him 3 now the beauty of 
his countenance thall fend forth ſuch glorious beams, chat ſhall 
dazle the eyes of all the Cceleſtial inhabicants round abour 
him, &c. 

O what a change is here ! Here he ſwear, but there he (its. 
Here he groaned, but there he triumphs. Here he lay upon 
the ground, there he fits in the throne of glory. When he 
came to heaven, his Father did as it were thus beſpeak him. 

* My dear Son, what an hard travail haſt thou had of it 
* What a world of woe haſt thou paſt through, in the firength 
« of thy love to me, and mine Elect ? Thou haſt been hungry, 
* thirſty and weary 3 ſcourged, .crucified and reproached : ah 
% what bad uſage haſt thou had in the ungrareful world !-Not 
* 2 days reſtand comfort fince thou wenteſt out from me - but 
«now thy ſ{uffering-days are accomplithe 3 now thy reſt is come, 
<© ret for evermore. Henceforth ſit at my right hand. Hence- 
* forth thou ſhalt groan, weep, or bleed no more. Sit thou 
© 2t my right hand. 

Seventhly, Chriſts ſitting at Gods right hand, implies the ad- 
wvancement of believers to the higheſt honour : For this ſeffion of 
Chris. reſpe&s them 3 and there he fits 25 our repreſentative, 
in which regard we are made to fit wich him in heavenly 
places, 2s the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Eph. 2.6. How ſecure may we 
be (faith Zertatian) who do now already pofleſs the Kingdom ? 
meaning-in our head, Chriſt. This (faith another} is all mz 
hope and all my confidence, namely, that we have a portion 
in that fleſh and blood of Chriſt which 1s fo exalred,and there- 
fore where he reigns we ſhall reign ; where our fleſh is gle- 
ried, we thall ve RG” Surely, it's matier of exceeding 
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Chrift at Reſt mn Heaven, 


joy, fo believe that Chriſt our head, our fleſhand blood, is 
in all chis glory ar his Fathers rigar hand. Thus we have 
opened the ferfe and importance of Chriſt's fitting ar his Fa- 


- thers right hand. Hence we Infer, 


Inference 1. 

is this ſo great an honour to Chriſt, to fit enthroned at 
God's rizhr hand 2 What honour then 35 reſerved in Heaven for 
thoſe that are faithful to Chriſt now on the earth!Chrift prayed,and 
his prayer was heard,Joh. 17. 24.That we may be with kim,to be= 
hold the glory that God hath given him; 2nd what heart can con- 
ceive the felicicy of ſuch a fight? it made Srepher's face ſhine 
25 the face of an Anzel, when he had bur a glimpſe of Chriſt 
at his Fathers right hand. Thize eyes ſhall ſee the King in his 
beauty, Ifa. 33. 17. which reſpected Hezekiah in the Type, 
Chriſt in the eruth. But, this is not all, though this be much, 
to be ſpectators of Chriſt in his Throne of glory : we ſhall nor 
only ſee him in his Throne, but alſo fit with him eathroned in 
glory. To behold him is much, but to fit with him is more. 
I remember it was the faying of a heavenly Chriſtian, now 
with Chriſt, would far rdther look but through the hile of Chriſ# s 
door, to ſee but the one half of his faireſt and moſt comely face, 
[ for he looks like Heaven ] ſuppoſe 7 ſhould newer win it, to ſee 
his excellency and glory to the full; than to enjoy the flower, the 
bloom and chiefeſt excellency of the glory and riches of ten worlds. 
And you know how the 2=een of the South fainted at the 
fehr of Solomon in his glory. But this fight you ſhall have of 
Chriſt, will change you into his likeneſs.- We ſpallbe like bins 
(faith the Apoſtle) for we [hall ſee him as he is, 1 Joh. 3. 2. He 
will place us as it were in his own throne with him. Soruns 
the promiſe, Rev. 3. 2I. To him that overcometh, 1 will grant 
to fit with mein my throne; even as 1 alſo overcame, and am ſet 
down with my Father in his throne: and ſo 2 Tim. 2. 12. 1f we 
ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign with him. The Father fer. 
Chriſt on bis right hand, and Chriſt will ſet the Saints on his 
right hand. So you know the ſheep are placed by the Angels, 
at the great day, Mar. 25. and ſothe Church under the figure 
of the daughter of «Egypt whom Solomon married, is placed 
on the Kings right hand, in Gold of Ophyr, Pal. 45. This ho- 
nour have all the Saints. O amazing Love. Whar, we (er 
on thrones, while as good as we by nature howl in flames! O 
what manner of loye is this ! Theſe expreſſions indeed do nor 


intend, 
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intend, that the Saints ſhall be (et in higher glory than Chriſt ; 
or that they (hall have a parity of glory with Chriſt ; for in 
all things he muſt have the preheminence: but they rote the 
great honour that Chriſt will put upon the Saints ; as alſo, 
that his glory ſhall be their glory in Heaven. As the glory of {xor ſpten- 
the Husband redounds to the Wife ; and again, their glory rm _ 
will 'be his glory. 2 Theſ. 1- 10. And fo it will be a focial OE 
glory. Oir's admirable to think whither free grace hath al- 
ready mounted up poor duſt and athes ! 

To think how nearly we are related now to this Royal! 
princely Jeſus ! but how much higher are the deſigns of grace 
that are not yet come to their parturient fulnels, they look 
beyond all this that we now know ! Vow axe we the Sons of God, 
but it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be, FJOh. 3.2. Ah what 
reaſon have you to honour Chriſt on earth, who is preparing 
ſuch honours for you in Heavea ! | 

Inference 2, 

Is Feſus Chriſt thus enthroned in Heaven, then how impoſſible is Tafer. 2. 
it, that ever his intereſt ſhould miſcarry or ſink on earth * The 
Church hath many ſubtil and potent enemies. True, but as 
Haman could not preyail againſt the ZFews whilſt Heſter their 
friend ſpake for them to the King; no more can they, whilſt 
our eſs fits at his, and our Fathers right hand. Wiil he fuf- 
fer his enemies that are under his feer, to riſe up and pull out 
his eyes think you ? Surely they that touch his people, touch 
the very Apple of his eye, Tech. 2. 8. He muſt reign till all his 
enemies are under his feet, 1 Cor. 15. 25. The enemy under his 
feet, ſhall nor deſtroy the children in his arms. He fits in 
Heaven on purpoſe to manage all to the advantage of his 
Church, Eph. xs, 22. Are .our enemies - powerful, 'lo our King 
fits on the right hand of power. Are they ſubtil and deep in 
their contrivance, he that firs on the Throne overlooks all 
they do. Heaven over-looks Hell. He that ſits in the Hea- 
wens beholds, and derides their attempts, P/al. 2.4. He may 
permit his enemies to ſtraighten them in one place, bur it (hall 
be for their enlargement in another. For 'tis vitmithe Cliurch, 
25 it 1s with the Sea s what it loſes in one piace, 1f #ets in 
another 5; and fo really loſes nothing. He raay {utter them 
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£18 Chriſt at Ref? in Fleaven, 
3 it, ang ſerves to lift him up the higher : ſo ſhall Chriſt's 
enemie: be to him, and his; albeir they think not fo. Whar 
fin2s!.y benefits the oppoſitions of his enemies, occaſion to his 
# Saint in people 4 1 have * elfſe-where diſcovered, to which I refer my 
free] if 5+. Re2cer and paſs to the / 


Inference 3. 

I; Chrift ſet down on the right hand of the Majeſty in Hea- 
ven? O with what awfal reverence ſhould we approach him in the 
duties of his Worſhip! Amway with light and Jow thoughts of 
Chriftt. Away with formal, irreverent, and careleſs frames 
in Praying, Hearing, Receiving, yea, in conferring and ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſt. Away with all deadneſs, and drowſineſs in 
duties; For he is gggreat King with whom you have to do. A 
King to whom ings of the earth are bur as little birs of 
Ciay. Lothe Angels cover their faces in his preſence. He is 
an Adorable Majeſty. 

When Fobn had a viſion of this enthroned King, abour ſix- 
ty year after his aſcenfion ; ſuch was the over-powering glory 
of Chriſt, as the Sun when it ſhineth in its ſtrengths, that when 
he ſaw him, he fell at his feet as dead, and died it's like he 
had, if Chriſt hadnot laid his hand on him and ſaid, fear zor, 
1 am the fir# and thelaſt; I am he that liveth, and was dead, and 
behold 1 am alive for evermore, Rev. 1.17, 18, When he appear- 
ed to Sau! in the way to Damaſcm, it was in glory above the 
glory of the Sun, which over-powered him alſo, and laid him 
25 one dead upon tlie ground. | 

O thzt you did but know what a glorious Lord you Wor- 
(hip and Serve. Who makes the very place of h#s Feet glorious, 
where ever he comes. Surely He # greatly to. be feared in the 
efſembly of his Saints, and to be had in reverence of all that are 
round about him, There is indeed a 7:25piz boldneſs or free 
liberty of ſpeech allowed to the Saints, Eph. 3. 12, But no 
rudeneſs, or irreverence. We may indeed come as the Chil- 
dren of a King come to the Father, who is both their awful 
ſoveriign. and teniler Father 3 which. double relation cauſes 
2 GUeE mixture of love and reverence 1n their hearts, when they 
come before him, You way be Free, but not Rude in his pre- 
, Though he be your Father, Brother, Friend ; yet the 


£5959 AP 
WCOSE 


ZIRBCE bet ixt him and you 1s 7mfinire, 


inference 
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Inference 4. 

If Chriſ? be fo gloriouſly advancedin the higheſt Throne, then none Tater, 4. 
need to reckon themſelves diſhonoured, by ſuffering rhe wileſt things Non ignonu- 
for his ſake. The very chains and ſufferings of Chriit have a *!9fum eſt 
glory in them. Hence 4oſes eſteemed the wiry reprozches of _ pati 
Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of £2yrt, Heb. 11, 26, He ” ocpcbeig 
ſaw an exceliency in the very worſt things of Chriſt, his re- eſt; ncc v6. 
proaches, and ſufferings, as made him leap out of his Honours 25 gforio- 
and Riches into them. He did nor {as one faith) only endure 2 :acere 
the reproaches of Chriſt, but counted them Treaſures. To be > nb 
reckoned among his honours, and things of value. So Thaa- roy. Dr. 
24s reports of Ludovicus Marſacus, a noble Knight of France, Manton or 
when he was led with other Martyrs, that were bound with /4 P- 225: 
Cards, to Execution 5 and he for his dignity was not bound, Curet non 
he cried, give me my Chain too, let ine be a Knight of the TE 999% 
ſame order. Difgrace it ſelf is honourable, when *tis endu- 12094 02: 
red for the Lord of g{5ry. And fureiy there is (as one phraſech Gon: ra 
it) 2 little Paradiſe, a young Heaven in ſufferings for Chriſt, ocdinis miii- 
If there were nothingelle in it, but that they are endured on fe": cre:-? 
his account, .it would richly reward all we can endure for 79 #- 
him : bur i& we conſider how exceeding kind Chrift is to © 
them that count it their glory to be abaſed for him ; that 
though he be always kind to his people, (yet it we may fo 
ſpeak) he overcometh himſelf in kindneſs, when they fuffer 
for him : it ſhould make men in Love with his reproaches. 

Taference F. 

If Chri't [ate not down to reſt in Heaven, til be had finiſhed his 1afer, 5+ 
work on earth ; then tis in vain for us to think of reſt, till we bave 
finiſhed our work, as Chriſt alſo did his, 

How willing are we to nnd reſt here! To dream of that 
which Chriſt never found in this world, nor any ever found 
before us. O think nor of refting, till you bhaye cone work- 
ing and cone finning. Your life and your labcors muſt end to- 
gether. Write (faith the fpiric) vlejjed arethe dead, that die in 
the Lord, for they reſt from their lavours, Rev. 14. 12. Here yog 
rauſt have the Swear, and there tie Sweer, 'T15to0 mach to 
have two Heavens. Here you mult be content to dwell in the 
Tents of Keder, hereafter you thai de within the cortains of Noe 
lomon. Heaven is the place of which it may be wraoiy fad, 
That there the weary be at ret. Q think not of f1:ting down 
on this fide Reayven, Theres are four things Wil keep tne 
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Chriſt at Reſt in Heaven,&c. 


Szints from fitting down on earth, to reſt, viz. Grace, Cor- 
ruptions, Devils, and wicked men. | 
Firſt, Grace Will not ſuffer you to reſt here. Its tendencies 
are beyond this world. It will be looking and longing for the 
bleſſed hope. A gracious perſon takes himſelf for a Pilgrim, 
ſecking a better Country,and is always ſuſpicious of danger in 
every place and ſtate. Ir's till beating up the ſluggiſh heart 
with ſuch language as that, Mica 2. 10. Ariſe, depart, this 
3s not thy reſt, for it is polluted. Its farther tendencies and con- 


' tinual Jealouftes will keep you from fitting long ſtill in this 


world. 

Secondly, Your Corruptions will keep you from reſt here. 
They will continually.exerciſe your Spirits, and keep you up- 
on your watch. Saints have their hands filled with work by 
their own hearts every day. Sometimes to prevent fin, and 
ſometimes to lament it. And always to watch and fear, to 
mortifie and kill it. Sin will not long ſuffer you to be quier, 
Rom.7. 21, 22, 23, 24: And if a bad heart will not break 
your re(t here, then | 

Thirdly, There is a buſie Devil will do it. - He will find you 
work enough with his Temptations, and Suggeſtigns, and ex- 
cept you can fleep quietly in his arms, as the wicked do, 
there's no reſt to be expected. Nur adverſary the Devil goeth 
about as a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour 5 whom re- 
fiſt, 1 Pet. 5.8. 

Fourthly, Nor will his Servants, and inſtruments let you be 
quiet on this fide Heaven. Their very name ſpeaks their tur- 
buieat diſpoſition. 44y Soxl (faith the holy man) is among 
Lions, and I lye even among them that are ſet on fire, even the Sons 
of men, whoſe teeth are Spears and Arraws, Plal. 57.4. Well 
then, be content to enter into your reſt, as Chriſt did into his, 
He ſweat, then fare, and ſo muſt you: 
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AETS X. 4, 


And he commanded us to Preach unto the people, and to 
| teſtifie, that it is he which was ordained of God to be 
the Judge of quick and dead. 


HRIST enthroned in the higheſt glory in Heaven is 
there to abide for the effeual and ſucceſsful govern: 
ment both of the World and of the Church, until 
the number given him by the Father before the world 

was, and purchaſed by the blood of the Croſs be gathered in; 
and then cometh the Judgment of the great day, which will 
perfectly ſeparate the precious from the vile ; put the redeem- 
ed in full poſſeſſion of the purchaſe of his blood in heaven, 
and ther ſhall he deliver up the Kingdom to his Father, that God 
may be all inall, 

This laſt at of Chriſt, namely, his Judging the world, is a 
ſpecial part of his exaltation and honour, beſtowed upon him, 
becauſe he is the Son of man, John 5. 27. In that day ſhall his 
glory, as King and abſolute Lord, ſhine forth as the Sun when 
it ſhineth in its ſtrength. O what an honour will it be tothe 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, who ſtood arraigned and condemned ar 
P;late's Bar;to fit upon the great whiteThrone,furrounded with 
thouſands'and ten thouſands of Angels!Men and Devils waiting 
upon him to receive their final ſentence from his Mouth. In this 
will the glory of Chriſts Soveraiguty and power be eminently 
and i!luſtriouſly diſplayed, before Angels and Men. And this 
i5 that great truth, which he commanded to be preached and teſti 
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Wherein we kave four things to be diſtintiy conſidered 
wit, The Subjet, Objedt, Fountain, and Truth of the ſupream 
jUGICIarY 2UtnOority. 

Fir, The Subjet of it, Chriſt. It is he that is ordained to 
be Jude. Jadgment is the aR of the whole undivided Trinity. 
The Father 2nd Spirit Judge as well as Chriſt. in reſpe&t of 
authority and conſent, bur ir's the a&t of Chriſt in reſpec of 
viiidle manavement, and execution,and fo it's his per propriet a- 
rem, by propriety, the Father having conferred it upon him, as 
the Son of Man; but not his fer appropriationem, 10 a5 to ex- 
clude either the Father or Spirit from their authority,for they 
Judge by him. 

Secondly, The Object of Chriſts Judiciary authority. The 
quick, and dead, (i. e.) all that at his coming dolive, or ever 
had lived. This is the Object perſonal. All the Men and 
Women that ever ſprang from Adam, all the Apoſtate Spirits 
that fell from Heaven, and are reſerved in Chains to the 
Judgment of this great day. And in this perſonal objec; is 
included the real object, viz, all the actions both ſecret and 
open that ever they cid, 2 Cor. 5.5. Rom. 2, 16, 

Thirdly, The Fountain of this delegated authority , which 
is God the Father; for he hath ordained Chriſt to be the Judge. 
He 1s appointed, /c. as the Son of Man to this honourable 
office and work. The word notes a firm eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſt in chat Office by his Father. He is now by right of 
redemption, Lord and King. He enacts Laws for govern- 
ment, then he comes to Judge of mens obedience and diſo- 
bedience to his Laws 

Fourthly, And laſtly,here is the infallible Truth or unqueſtion- 
able certainty of all this. He gave us Commandment to Preach, 
and teſtifie it ro the people, We had it in charge from his own 
mouth ; and dare not hide it, Hence the point of Doctrine 
15 pluinly this, | 


Dok. That cir Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ordained by God the Father, 
to be the Judge of quick, and dead. . 


This truth ſtznds upon the firm baſis of Scripture Autho- 
rity. You have itirom his own hand, John 5,22. The Father 
indgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment to the Son, Viz. 
11 the ſenſe before given. And fo the 4po/le, Aﬀts 17, 31. 
He 
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He hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, by the man whom he bath ordained ; whereof he hath 
given aſſurance, &c. And again, Rom. 2. 16, In the day when 
God ſhall judgethe ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt. Three things 
will be opened here. Firft, The certainty of a Judgment to 
come. Secondly, The quality and nature of it, Thirdly, That it's 
a gy nag part of Chrifts Exaltation to be appointed Judge in 
this day, 

Firſt, The certainty of a Judgment. This isa truth of firmer 
eſtabliſhment than Heaven and Earth. It's no deviſed fable,no 
cunning artifice to keep the world in awe; bur a thing as con- 
feſledly true, as it is awfully ſolemn. For, 

Firſt, As the Scriptures fore-mentioned (with theſe, 2 Cor. 
5. 10. Eccleſ, 12. 14, Matth, 12.36. and many other, the true 
and faithful ſayings of God) do very plainly reveal it : ſo the 
Juſtice and righteouſneſs of God require it thould be ſo. For 
the Judge of all che Earth will do right, Ger. 18. 25. Now 
righteouſneſs it ſelf requires that a difference be made be- 
twixt the righteous and the wicked,Say ye to the righteous, it ſhal 
be well with him, woe to the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him, (a; 3:10. 
But no ſach diſtin&ion is generally and fully made betwixt one 
another in this world. Yea, rather the wicked proſper, and 
the righteous perith,There # a juſt man that periſheth in his righte- 
enſnefs, and there 15 a wicked man, that prolongeth his life in his 
wickedneſs, Ecclel. 7.15. Yea, not only in, but for his righ- 
teouſneſs, as it may be fairly rendred. £; 

Here the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than 

himſelf, Hab. 1. 14. As the fiſhes of the Sea, where the great 
and firong ſwallow up the ſmajl and weak. Andeven in 
Courts of Judicature, where the innocent might expect re- 
lief z there they ofcen meet with the worſt oppreſfions. How 
fairly and juſtly therefore doth a wiſe man infer a Judgment 
to come from this conſideration ? Eccleſ, 3. 16, 17, 1 ſaw under 
the Sun the place of Judgment, that wickedneſs was there, and the 
place of righteouſneſs, that iniquity was there; I ſaid in my heart, 
God ſhall judge the righteous and the wicked ; for there is atimethere 


Hoc malo remedium oppoſui. Merc. Contra illam injuſtitiam conſolabar 
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of a jad grrient. 


In tanta inju- 
ria confugi 
ad Dei-Judi- 
cium 1a quo 
pronunciabit 
qui ſuntjuſti, 
qui ſfontes, 
Drufiu4. 

me hac co- 


gitatione quod Deus omnes Judicaret. Geirus. S1 nullum peccatum manifeſt4 plett:re- 


tur pcena; nullam efle divinam providentiam crederetur. Rurſum f1 omne 
perte puniretur, nullum fore Judicium crede retur. Ang. 


Lz7z for 


peccatum ap- 
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for every purpoſe, and for every work, q. d. the Judgment to- 
come is the only relief and ſupport left to poor innocents, to 
quiet 2nd comfort themſelves withal. To the ſame purpoſe 
alſo is that, Fames 5. 6, 7. Te have condemned, and killed the uſt; 
and he doth not reſiſt you 3, be patient therefore brethren,anto the com- 
ing of the Lord.It is confeſt,that ſometimes God vindicates his 
providence againſt the Atheiſm of the world, by particular 
itrokes upon the wicked 3 but this is but rare. And as the 
Father well obſerves, if no fin were puniſhed here, no provi- 
dence would be believed ; again, if every fin were openly pu- 
niſhed here,no Judgment hereafter could be expected. Belides, 

Secondly, Man is a reaſonable being, and every reaſonable 
being, is an accountable being He is a capable ſubjeRt of 
moral government. His a&ions have relation to a Law. He 
is ſwayed by rewards and puniſhments. He a&s by counſel, 
and therefore of his actions he muſt expeR to give an account, 
as it is Rom. 14. 12, So ther every one of us, ſhall give an account 
of himſelf to God. Eſpecially if we add, that all the gifts of 
body, mind, eſtate, time, &c- are fo many Talents, concre- 
dited and betruſted to him by God, and every one of us 
hach one Talent atleaſt ; therefore a time to render an ac- 
count for all theſe Talents will come, March. 25. 14, 15. We 
are but Stewards, and Stewards muſt give an account, in order 
whereto, there muſt be a great audit day. 

Thirdly, And what need we ſeek evidence of this truth, far- 
ther than our own conſcience ? Lo, it is a truth engraven legi- 
bly upon every mans own breaſt. Every one hath a kind of 
little Tribunal, or privy Seffions in his own conſcience, which 
both accuſes, and excuſes, for good and evil ; which it could 
never do, were there nota future Judgment of which it is 
noiy confcious to it ſelf. In this Court Records are now kept 
all that we do, even of our ſecret aRtions,and thoughts, which 
never yet took air 3. but if no Judgment; what need of. Re- 
corcs ? Nor let any imagine, that this may be but the fruit of 
Education and diſcourſe. We have hard of ſuch chings, and ſo 
are ſcared by them. For if ſo, how comes it to-obtain ſo. 
niverially? Who could be the Author of ſach a common 
ceceprion? 

Reader, bethink thy (elf a little; if thou hadſt a mind (as 


blefſedne/s of one {2ith) tc impoſe a lie upon all the world, what courſe 


the ri:ht. 


P- 34 3+ 


wouldit thou take > How wouldſt thou lay the deſign ? or 
why 
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why doſt thou in this caſe imagine, what thou knoweſt not 
how to imagine ? *Tis evident that the very conſciences of the 
Heathens, have theſe offices of accufing and excufing, Rom. 
2.15. And its hard to imagine (as an ingenious Author ;. 1,14; 
ſpeaks) that a general Cheat ſhould bow down the backs of wii, 
all mankind, and induce ſo many doubts and fears, and trou- ren, 
bles among(t them ; and give an interruption to the whole | > 4 
courſe of their corrupt living, and that there ſhould be no ac- 7:7 
count of it ? And therefore it's undoubted thar ſuch a day ' 
will come. Bur I ſhall rather chuſe in the 

Secondly place, to open the nature and manner of this Judg- 2. 
ment, than to ſpend more time in proving a truth, that can- 7ie 92 
not be denied without violence offered to a mans own light. 7 7 /4%-- 
If then the queſtion be, what manner of Judgment will this ©" 

Firſt, 1t will be a great and awful day, It's called the Padg- 
ment of the great day, Jude 6. Three things will make it ſo, 
the manner of Chriſt's coming. The work he comes abour. 
And the i/ues or evenrs of that work. The manner of Chriſt's 
coming will be awfully ſolemn, For the Lord himſelf ſhall de- 
ſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, with the Trump of God; and the 
dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt. Then we which are alive and remain, 
ſhall be caught together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air, &c. 1 Thel. 4. 16, 17. Here Chriſt breaks out of 
Heaven with theſhouts of Angels & nao wan, it ſignifies ſuch ED 
2 ſhour (faith one) as is to be heard among Seamen, when af- _ bs Pij- 
ter a long and dangerous voyage they firſt diſcry Land ; cry- 
ing with loud and united voices, 4 ſhore, A ſhore. As the 
Poet deſcribes the 1ralians when they ſaw their nztive Coun- 
try, lifred up their voices, and making the Heavens ring again _ 
with 7taly, Italy z or as Armies ſhout when the {ignal of - pg [ta- 
Battle is given. Above all which (as ſome expound it) thall 7m 09. 
the voice of the Archangel be diftindtly heard. And after this jy:ant. 
ſhout, the trump of God ſhall found. By this Tremendous Virgil. Enid. 
blaſt, finners will be affrighted out of their Graves, but co 
the Saints it will carry no more terrour-chan the roaring of 
Cannons, when Armies of friends approzth a beſieged City, 
for the relief of them that be within, The dead being raifed, 
they ſhall be gathered before the great Throne on which 
Chriſt ſhall fit in his:glory; and there be divided exactly to rhe 


right and left hand of Chriſt, by the Angels. Here will be the 
£22 1 ereateit 


At 
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oreateſt Aſſembly that ever met. Where 4dam may ſee his 
gumerous off-ſpring, even as the ſand upon the Sea-ſhore 
which no man can number. And never was there ſuch a per- 
{et divifion made (how many diviſions ſoever have been in 
the world.) none was ever like it. ' The Saints in this great 
Occumenical aſſize (as the ſame Author ſtiles 1t) ſhall meer the 
Lord in the air, and there the Judge (hall fit upon the Throne ; 
and all the Saints ſhall be placed upon bright clouds,as on Seats 
or Scaffolds round about him z the wicked remaining below 
upon the earth, there to receive their final doom and ſentence. 

Thele preparatives will make it awful. And much more 
will the work it ſelf that Chriſt comes about make it ſo: For 


-it is zo Fudge the ſecrets of men, Rom. 2.16, To ſever the 


Tares from the Wheat. To make every mans whites and 
blacks appear. And according as they are found in that Trial, 
ro be ſentenced to their everlaſting and immutable ſtate. O 
what a ſolemn thing is this ! | 

And no leſs will the execution of the Sentence on: both parts, 
make it a great and ſolemn day. The heart of man cannor 
conceive what impreſſions the voice of Chriſt from the Throne 
will make, both upon believers, and unbelievers. 

Imagine Chriſt upon his glorious Throne, ſurrounded with 
Myriads and Legions of Angels,. his Royal guard; a poor un- 
believer trembling at the Bar. An exact ſcrutiny made into 
his heart and life. The dreadful Sentence given. And then 
a cry. And then his delivering them over to the Execution- 
ers of Eternal vengeance, never, never to ſee a glimpſe of 
hope or mercy any more. 

Imagine Chriſt like the General of an Army, mentioning 
with honour in the head of all the hoſts of Heaven and Earth, 
all the ſervices that the Saints have done for him in this world. 
Then ſentencially juſtifying them, by open proclamation. Then 
mounting with him to the third Heavens, and entring the 
gates of that City of God, in that noble train of. Saints and 
Angels intermixed. And ſo for ever to be with the Lord. 
O what a great day muſt this be! 

Secondly, As itwmll be an awful and ſolemn Judgment, fo it 
will bea Critical and Exat? Judgment. Every man will be- 
weighed to his ounces and drams. The name of the Judge is 
ployrdiows the ſearcher of hearts. The Judge hath eyes as 


flames of fire, which pierce to the dividing of the heart and 


reins, 
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reins. It's ſaid,4ar. 12.36. That men ſhall then give a» acconnd 
of every idle word that they ſhall ſpeak, Tt is a day that will per- 
fectly fan the world. No Hypocrite can eſcape. Juſtice 
holds the ballances in an even hand. Chriſt will go ro work 
ſo exactly, that ſome Divines of good note, think the day of 
Judgment will laſt as long as this day of the Goſpels admini- 
ſtration hath or ſhall laſt. | 
Thirdly, It will be an Univerſal Fudement, 2 Cor. 5. 10. We 
muſt al appear before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, And Rom. 
14. I2. Every one of 1 ſhall give an account of himſelf to God. 
Thoſe that were under the Law, and thoſe that having no 
Law, were a Law to themſelves, Rom. 2.12. Thoſe that had 
many Talents, and he that had but one Talent, muſt appear 
at this Bar 3 thoſe that were carried from the Cradle to the 
Grave, with him that ſtooped for Age. The rich, and poorz 
the Father and the Child ; the Maſter, and the Servant ; the 
believer, and unbeliever muſt ſtand forth in that day. [ 
{aw the Dead both ſmall and great ſtand before God, and the 
Books were opened, Rev. 20. 12. 
Fourthly, Tt will be a Judgment full of conviftive clearneſs. 
All things will be fo fifted to the bran (as we ſay) that the 
Sentence of Chriſt both on Saints and Sinners ſhall be applaud- 
» Righteous art thon O Lord, becauſe thou haſt fFudged thus. 
His Judgments will be as the light that goeth forth. So that 
thoſe poor finners whom he will condemn, ſhall be firſt 
ez umyar:xeru (elf condemned. Their own conſciences ſhall be 
forced to confeſs, that there is nor one drop of injuſtice in all 
that Sea of wrath, into which they are to be caſt. i 
Fifthly, And laſtly, 1t will be a ſupream and final Fudgment, 
from which lies no Appeal. For it is the Sentence of the 
Higheſt, and only Lord, For as the ultimate reſolution of 44 «i er 
Eaith is into the Word; and truth of God; fo the ultimate bum fit ulti- 
reſolution of Z#/tice is into the Judgment of God. This Judg- ma reſolutio 
ment is ſupream and imperial. For Chriſt is the ozly porentare, ger _ ; 
I Tim. 6. 5. And therefore the Sentence once pait, its EXe- \jt;ma reſo- 
cution is infallible. And fo you find it in that judicial proceſs, lutio jndici: . 
Mat. 25. ult. Juſt after the Sentence is pronounced by Chriſt, 
it is immediately added, thoſe (hall go away into everlaſting pi- 
niſhment, but the righteous into. Life Eternal. This is the Judg- 
ment of the great Eay. | 232-” 
Thirdly, In the laſt place, I muſt inform -you tha: God in cr- 
| Cain10g.. 
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daining Chriſt to be the Judge, hath very highly exalted him. 
This will be very much for his honour. For ia this Chriſt's 
Royal dignity will be illuſtrated beyond what ever it was f1nce 
he took our nature, till! that day. Now he will appear 1n his 
glory. For ' 

Firſt, This a& of Judging pertaining properly to the King- 
ly Office, Chriſt will be glorified as much in his Kingly Of- 
face, as he hath been in either of the other- We find bur 
ſome few glimpſes of his Kingly Office, breaking forth in this 
world; as bis riding with Hoſannabs into Jeruſalem His whip- 


-ping the buyers and ſellers out of the Temple. His Title up- 


on the Croſs, &c. Bur theſe were but faint beams : now that 


Office will ſhine in its glory, as the Sun in the midſt of che 


Heavens. For what were the Hoſanzahs of little Children, 
in the ſtreets of Feru/alem, to the ſhouts and acclamations of 
thouſands of Angels, and ten thouſands of Saints ? What was 
his whipping the prophane out of the Temple, to his turning 
the wicked into Hell; and ſending his Angels to gather out of 
his Kingdom every thing that offendeth > What was a Title 
written by his Judge, and fixed on the ignominious Tree, to 
the name that ſhall be now ſeen on his Veſture, and on 'his 


; Thigh ; Lord of Lords, and perk. of Kings ? 


Seconaly, This will be a diſplay of his glory in the higheſt, 
before rhe whole world. For there will be preſent at once 
and. together all the Inhabitants of Heaven and Earth, and 
Hell. Angels muſt be there'ro attend ang miniſter s thoſe 
gliſtering Courtiers of Heaven muſt attend his perſon. Sothar 
Heaven will for a time, be lefr:empty of all its Inhabitants. 
Men and Devils muſt be there to-be judged. And before this 
great Aſlembly, will Chriſt appear in Royal Majeſty that day. 
He will (ro allude to that Text, Ia. 24. 23.) raign before his 
Ancients gloriouſly. For he will come tobe glorified in his Saints, 
end to be admired in all themthat believe, 2 Theſ. 1.10. The in- 
habicants of the three Regions, Heaven, Earth and Hel!, ſhall 
rejoyce, or tremble before kim that day. And acknowledge 
him to be tupream Lord and King. : 

Thirdly, This will roll away for ever the reproach of his 
death. For Filateand the High Prieſt that Judged him ar their 
bars, ſhail now ſtand quivering at his bar; with #erod thar 
ſer him at nought, the Souldiers and Officers that traduced and 
abuted him. There they that reviled him on the Crofs wag- 


ging 
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ging their heads, will ſtand with trembling knees before his 
Throne. For every eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo that pierced 
him, Rev. 1. 7. O what a contemptible perſon was Chriſt in 
their eyes once ? As a worm, and no man. Every vile wretch 
could freely tread, and trample on him ; but now ſuch will 
be the brightneſs of his glory, ſuch the awful beams of Ma- 
jeſty, that the wicked ſhall not ſtand in his preſence, or be 
able to riſe up (as that word imports, P/al. 1.5.) before him. 
So that this will be a full and Univerſal vindication of the 
death of Chriſt, from all chat contempt and ignominy that at- 


tended it. We next improve it. 
| Inference I. 


Is Jeſus Chriſt ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and” 


dead ; great then 1 the ſecurity believers have, that they ſhall not 
be condemned in that day. Who ſhall condemn, when Chriſt is 
Judge? If believers be condemned in Judgment, Chriſt muſt 
give Sentence againſt them. Yea, and they muſt condemn 


themſelves too. I fay, Chriſt muſt give Sentence, for that is 


che proper and peculiar Office of Chriſt. And to be ſure, no 
Sentence of condemnation ſhall in that day be given by Chriſt 
againſt them. For 


Firft, He died to ſave them, and he will never croſs and 
overthrow the: deſigns-and ends of his own death. That can-- 


not be imagined 3 nay, 


Scoondly, They have been cleared, and abſolved already. 
And being once abſolved by divine Sentence, they can never 
be condemned afterward. For one divine Sentence, cannot - 


croſs and reſcind another. He juſtified them here in this 
world by Faith. Declared in his Word (which ſhall then be 
the rule of Judgment, Roz. 2. 16.) That there i 10 condemnation 
tothem that arein Chriſt, Rom. 8. 1. And ſurely he will not re- 
trat his own Word, and give a Sentence quite croſs to his 


own Statute-book, out of which he hath told us they ſhall be . 


- Judged. Moreover, 


Thirdly, The far greateſt part of them will have paſc their - 
particular Judgment long before that day, and being. therein: 


acquitted by God the Judge of all ; and admitted into Heaven 
upon the ſcore-and account of their Juſtification 3 it cannot be 
imagined that Chriſt ſhould now condemn. them with . the 
World. Nay; 
Fourthly, He that Tudgeth them is their head, — 
riend, 


IIP 


Goodwins 
Triumph, 
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friend, and brother; who loved them, and gave himſelf for 
them - O then, with what confidence may they go, even unto 
his throne? And' ſay with Job, though he try us as fire, we know 
we ſhall come forth as Gold. We know that we ſhall be juſtified. 
Eſpecially, if we add, that they themſelves ſhall be the Aſſeſ(- 
ſors with Chriſt in that day. And (as a Judicious Author per- 
tinently obſerves ) not a Sentence ſhall paſs without- their 
Votes. * So as that they may by Faith not only look upon 
* themſelves as already in 'Heaven, fitting with Chriſt as a 
* common perſon, in their right; but they may look upon 
« themſelves as Judges already. So that if any fin ſhould 
& 2riſe to accuſe, or condemn, yet it muſt be with their Votes. 
« And what greater ſecurity can they have than this, that they 
& muſt condemn themſelves, if they be condemned. No, no, 
it is not the buſineſs of that day to condemn, bur to abſolve 
and pronounce them pardoned and juſtified, according to the 
ſentence of 4&#s 3.19. and Mat. 12. 32. So that it muſt needs 
be a time of refre(hing (as all Scriptures call it) to the people 
of God. You that now believe, ſhall not come into con- 
demnation, John 5. 24. You that now Judge your ſelves, ſhall 
not be condemned wich the world, 1 Cor. 11, 31, 32: 
Inference 2. 

If Chriſt be ordained of God to be the Judge of quick 
and dead, how miſerable a caſe will Chriſtleſs Souls be in at that 
day! They: that are ChriſHlefnow, will. be- ſpeechleſs, helpleſs, 
and hopeleſs then. How will their hands hang down, and their 
knees knock together ! O what. pale faces, quivering lips, 
fainting hearts, and roaring conſciences will be among them 
in that day! O dreadful day! O aſtoniſhing fight ! ro fee the 
World in a dreadful conflagration, the Elements melting, the 
Stars falling, the earth trembling, - the Judgment ſet, the Pri- 
ſoners brought forth 3 O who ſhall endure in this day, but thoſe 
that by union with Chriſt, are ſecured againſt the danger and 
dread of it ? Let me demand of poor Chriſtleſs Souls, whom 
this day is like to overtake .unawares. 

Firſt, Do ye think it poſſible to avoid appearing after that ter- 
rible citation is given to the World by the Trump of God ? Alas, 
how can you imagine it 2 Is not the ſame power that revived 
your duſt, able to bring you before the Bar? There is a necel- 
fity that you muſt come forth, 2 Cor. 5. 10 We[ Muſt } all appear. 
Ic is not at the ſinners choice, t5 obey the Summons or nor. 

Secondly, 
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as 


Secondly, 1f you muſt appear, are there no Accuſers, wir 1it- 
neſſes thas mill appear againft you, and confront you in the Court © 
What think you, was Satan fo often a Tempter to you here, 
and will not he be an Accuſer there? Yes, nothing furer ; 
for that was the main deſign of all his Temptations. VWhz: 
think you of your own Conſciences ? Are they not privy © 
your ſecret wickedneſs ? Don't they now whiſper {omerinss 
in your ears, what you care not to hear of ? If they whilper 
now, they will thunder then, Rom: 2, 15, 16, Will not the 
Spirit accule you, for refiſting his motions, and ſtifling thou- 
ſands of his convictions? Will not your Companions in {in accuſe 
you ? who drew, or were drawn by you to (in > Will not your 
Teachers be your accuſers ? How many times have you made 
them complain, Lcrd! they are Iron and Braff, they have made their 
faces harder than a Rock, they refuſe to return, Will not your 
very Relations be your accuſers; To whom you have failed in 
all your relational duties ? Yea, and every one whom you have 
tempted to {1n,abuſed,defrauded, oyer-reacht : all theſe will be 
your acculers. So that it is without diſpute you will have 
accuſers enough, to appear againſt you. 

Thirdly, Being accuſed before Jeſus Chriſt, what will you 
plead for your ſelves > Will you confeſs, or will you deny the 
charge? If you confeſs, what need more ? Ont of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee, ſaith Chriſt, Luke 19. 22. If you deny, 
and plead not guilty z thy Judge is the ſearcher of hearts, and 
knows all things. So thar it will not at all help thee to make 
a lye thy laſt refuge. This will add to the guilt,bur not cover 1t. 

Fourthly, If no defence or plea be left thee, then whac 
canſt thou imagine ſhould retard the Sentence * Why ſhould 
not Chriſt go on to that dreadful work ? 44/# nor rhe judge of 
all the Earth do right ? Gen. 18, 25. Muit he not render to 
every man according to his deeds ? 2 Cor, 5. 10 Yes, no 
queſtion but he will proceed to that Sentence, how terrible fo 
ever it be to you to think on it now, or liear it then. 

Fifthly, To conclude, If ſentence be once given by Chrift 
z24inſt thy Soal, whar in all the world canſt thou imagine ſhould 
hinder the Execution ? Will he alter rhe thing that 1s gore 
out of his Mouth ? No, Pal. 89. 34 Doit thou hope he is 
more merciful and pitiful than to? Thou miltzkeijt, if thou 
expecteſt mercy our of that way in which he citpenſes it. 
There will be thouſands, 2nd ten thouſands that will rejoyce 
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\ in, and maznifie his mercy then; bat they are fuch as obey 


his call, repented,believed, and obtained union with bis perſon 
here 3 but for unbelievers, it's againſt the ſettled Law of 
Chriſt, and conſtitution of the Goſpel to ſhew mercy to the 
deſpiſers of it. But it may be you think your tears, your 
cries, your pleadings with him, may move him ; theſe indeed 
might have done ſomewhat in time,but they come out of ſeaſon 
now. Alas,too late. What the ſucceſs of ſuch pleas and cries will 
be,you may ſee if you will but conſult two Scriptures, Fob 27. 
3. 9. What is the hope of the Hypocrite, though he hath gained,when 
God taketh away his Soul > Will God hear his cry when trouble 
cometh upon bim ? No, no; And Matth. 7. 22. Many will ſay 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, bave we not Propheſied in thy 
2ame, and in thy name have caſt out Devils, and 4n thy name done 
many wonderful works * And then will I profeſs unto them, 1 never 
knew you ; depart from me ye that work iniquity, 

And muſt it come to this diſmal Iflue with you indeed 
God forbid it ſhould. Oh rhea, | 

Inference 3. 

If Chriſt be appointed of God to be the Judge of all, how 
are all concerned to ſecure their intereFt in him, and therein an eter- 
nity of happineſs to their own Souls, by the work of Regeneration ! 
Ot all the buſinets that men and women have 1n this world, 
there is none (o ſolemn, ſo neceflary, and important as this. O 
my brethren, this is a work, able to drink up your Spirits, 


while you do but think of the conſequences of it. 


Summon in then thy ſelf-reflecting,and confidering powers; 
get alone Reader, and forgetting all other things, ponder with 
thy ſelf this deep, dear and eternal concernment of thine. 
Examine the ſtate of thine own ſoul. Look into the Scrip- 
tures, then into thine own heart, and then to Heaven, ſaying, 
Lord let me not be deceived in ſo great a concernment to me as this, 
O ler not the trifles of time wipe off the impreſſions of Death, 
Judgment, and Eternity from thy heart. O that long word 
( Eternity, ] that it nught be night and day with thee. That 
the awe of it may be ſtill upon thy Spirit. A Gemlewmoman 
of this Nation having ſpent the whole Afternoon and a great 
part of the Evening at Cards, in much mirth and jollity, came 
home late at night, and finding her waiting Gentlewoman rea- 
ding, ſhe lookr over her ſhoulder upon the Book, and ſaid. 
poor melancholy ſoul, why doſt thou fit here poaring fo long 


upon. 
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upon thy Book? That night ſhe could not (leep, but liy Geh- 
ing and weeping ; Her Servant asked her once and ao2in whar 
ailed here ; at laſt ihe burſt our into tears, and (aid, O it was 
one word that I caſt my eye upon in thy Book, that troubles 
me; there I ſaw that word Eternity. How happy were I, if 
I were provided for Eternity ! Sure it concerns us, /*eing we 
look for ſuch things, to be diligent that we may be fond of 
him in Peace, O let not that day come by ſurprizil npon 
you. Remember, that as Death leaves, fo Judgment will 
find you. 
Inference 4; 

Is Jeſus Chriſt appointed Judge of quick and dead, ther 195 
t0 it, all you that hope to be found of him in peace, that you avoid 
thoſe ſins, and live in the daily prattice of thoſe duties, which the 
conſideration of that day powerfully perſwades you to avoid or 
praftiſe. For it not only preſſes us to holineſs in a%u primo, 
in the being of it, but in a&# ſecundo, in the daily exerciſe 
ns practice of it. Do you indeed expe& {uch a day > Oh 
Lens | 

Firſt, See you be meek and patient under all injuries and 
abuſes for Chriſts ſake. Avenge nor your ſelves, bur leave ir 
co the Lofd, who will do it. Don't anticipate the work of 
God. : Be patient my Brethren, to the coming of the Lord, James 
$'» 3 V9 Y. 

Secondly, Be Communicative publick hearted Chriſtians,fudy- 
ing and deviſing liberal things for Chriſts diſtreſſed members. 
And you ſhall have both-an honourable remembrance of ir, 
anda full reward of it in that day, Marth. 25. 34, 35. 

Thirdly, Be watchful and ſober, keep the golden Bridle of 
moderation upon all your afftetions. And ſee that ye be nor 
over-charged with the cares and love of this preſent life, Luke 
2I- 34, 35. Will you, that your Lord come, and find you in 
ſuch a polture > O ler your moderation be known to allz-the Lord is 
at hand, Phil. 4+ 5. | | 

Fonrthly, Improve all your Maſters Talents,diligently and faith- 
fully. Take heed of che Napkin, 44arzh. 25. 14, 18. Then 
muſt you make up your account for them all. 

Fifthly, Bur above all, be fincere ia your profeſſion. Let 
your hearts be found in Gods Statutes, that you m3y never be 
alhamed ; for this day will be the day of manifeſtation of «1! 
hidden things. And aothing is fo fecret, but that day will 
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reveal it, Lk, 12. I, 2, 3- Beware of Hypoeriſte, for there u 
nothing covered which ſhall not be revealed, neither hid, that ſhall 
not be made known, | 


Thus I have finiſhed through Divine aids, the whole Do- 


' Arine of the Impetration of Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt ; 


we thall winde up the whole in a General 


Exhortation, and I 
have done. | 
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\ for whom the dear Son of God came from the bleſſed 

£ .& boſom of the Father ; aſſumed fleſh, brake by the 

ſtrength of his own Love, through all diſcourage- 

ments and impediments, laid down his own life a ranſom for 

rheir Souls; for whom he Lived, Died, Roſe, Aſcended, and 

lives for ever in Heaven to intercede : to live wholly to 
Chriſt, as Chriſt lived, and died wholly for them. 

O Brethren, never was the Heathen world acquainted with 
ſuch arguments to deter them from fin, never acquainted with 
ſuch motives to urge them to holineſs ; as T ſhall this day ac- 
quaint you with. - My requeſt is, to give up both your hearts 
and lives to glorifie the Father, Son, and Spirit, whoſe you 
are, by the holineſs and heavenlineſs of them. Other things 
are expected from you, than from other men. See that you 
turn not all this grace that hath ſounded in your ears, into 
wantonneſs. Think not becauſe Chriſt hath done ſo much 
for you, you may fit 11] ; much Jeſs indulge your ſelves in fin, 
becauſe Chriſt-hath offered up ſuch an excellent ſacrifice for 
the expiation of it. No, no, though Chriſt came to be a 
Curſe, he did not come to be a Cloak for your fins. If one died 


- for all, then were all dead; that they that live, ſhould not hence- 


forth live to themſelves; but to him that died for them, 2 Cor: 
5.15- O keep your Jiyes pure and clean. Don't make freth 
work for the blood of Chriſt every Cay. Jf you live inthe Spi- 
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rit, ſee that you walk inthe Spirit, Gal. 5. 25. That is (faich Cor- 
zelius & Lapide very lolidly.) Let us thape and order our lives 
and actions according to the dictates, inftin& and impulſes of 
the Spirit, and'of _that grace of the Spirit put within us, and 
planted in our hearts, which rendeth to practical holineſs. Oh 
let the grace which is in your hearts, iflue out into all your 
Religious, Civil, and natural actions. Let the Faith that is 
in your hearts appear in your prayers. The Obedience of yuur 
hearts, in hearing. The Aeekneſs of your hearts in ſuffering. 
The Aercifulneſs of your hearts, in diſtributing. The Truth 
and Righteouſneſs of your hearts, intrading. The Sobriety and 
Temperance of your hearts, in cating and drinking. 

Theſe be the fruits of Chriit's ſufferings indeed, and 
they are ſweet fruits. Let grace refine, enoble and ele- 
vate all your actions: that you may ſay, rruly our converſation 
is in Heaven, Let grace have the ordering of your tongues, 
and of your hands ; the moulding of your whole converſation. 
Let not Humility appear in ſome ations, and Pride in others. 
Holy ſeriouſneſs 1m ſome companies, and vain frothineſs in others; 
Suffer not the fountain of corruption ro mingle with,or pol- 
lute the ſtreams of grace. Write asexa&ly as you can after 


your Copy Chriſt. O let there not be (as one well expreſſes R- 4. Vind:- 
it) here a line, and there a b/ank, Here a word, and there 4 ©'® Pictatic, 


blot. One word of God, and two of tlie World, Now @ Spi- 
ritual rapture, and then a fle{hly Frolick. This day a fair ftride 
to Heaven, and to morrow 4 ſlide back again towards Hell, 
But be you in the fear of the Lord ali the day long, Let there be 
2 due proportion: betwixt all the parts of your converſation. 
Approve your ſelves the ſervants of Chriſt in all things, By 
pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffering, bythe Holy Ghoſt, by Lave 
unfeigned, by the Word of Truth, by the power of God, by the ar- 
mour of Righteouſneſs on the right hand and on the left, 2 Cor. 6.6. 
See then how accurately you walk Cut off occalion from them 
that deſire occation ; and in well doing commit your {elves to 
God, and commend Religion to. the World. Thar this is 
your great concernment and doty, I {hall evidence to your con- 
ſcience by theſe following conſiderations. That of all perſons 
in the world the Redeemed of the Lord are moſt o/iged to be 
holy. Moſt «fied for a life of  holinels. And chat God in- 
tends to make great U/e of their lives both for the conviction 
and conyerlton of others. | 
Coailtd,. 
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Confid. Firft, God hath moſt obliged them to- iive pure 
and tric lives. I know the command obliges all men to it, 
even thoſe that caſt away the cords of the commands, and 
break Chrif's bonds aſunder are yet bound by them; and 
cannot-plead a diſpenſation to live as they do. Yea, and tt 15 
not eauſual for them to feel the obligations of the command 
upon their conſciences even when their impetuous Luſts hurry 
them on to the violation of them : but there are ſpecial Ties 
upon your fou!s, that oblige you to holineſs more than others. 
Many ſpecial and peculiar engagements you are under. Firft, 
from God. Secondly,. from your ſelves. Thirdly, from your Bre- 
thren. Fourthly, from your enemies. | 

* Firſt, God hath peculiarly obliged you to purity and ſtrict- 
neſs of Life. Yea every perſon in the bleſſed Trinity bath 
caſt his Cord over your Souls, to bind up your hearts and lives 

_ _ to the moſt ſtrict and preciſe obedience of his commands. 
Obl1gatils The Father hath obliged you, and that nor only by the com- 
wy 7: Fa" mon Tie of Creation, which is yet of great efficacy in it ſelf: 
as for is it reaſonable, that God ſhould create and form ſo exce!- 
lent a piece, and that it ſhould be employed againſt him ? 
That he thould plant the Tree, and another eat the Fruit of 
it ? Burt befides this common engagement, he hath obliged 

you to holineſs of life. 

I. Firſt, By his wiſe and merciful deſigns and counſels for your 
recovery and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. Ir was he that laid 
the corner ſtone of your ſalvation with his own hands. The 
firſt motion ſprang out of his breaſt, If God had not deſigned 
the Redeemer for you, the world had never feen him ; he had 
never left that (weer boſom for you. It was the Ac of the 
Father to give you to the Son to be Redeemed, and then to 
give the Son ro be a Redeemer to you. Both of them ſtu- 
penduous and aſtoniſhing Acts of grace. And in both God 
acted as a moſt free Agent. When he gave you to Chriſt before 
the beginning of rime, there was nothing out of himſelf thar 
couid in the leaſt move him to ic. When the Father, Son, 
and Spirit fare (as I may fay) at the Counſe] Table, contriving 
and Jaying the deſign for the ſalvation of a few out of many of 
Adam's degenerate off ſpring, there was none came before 
them to ſpeak one word for thee ; but (ſuch was the divine 
piealure to inſert thy name in that Caralogue of the ſaved.Oh 
low much owelc thou totheLord for this/and what an engage- 

ment. 
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ment doth it leave upon thy foul to obey,pleaſe,and glorifie him? 
Secondly, By bis bountiful remunerations of your obedience, 
mhich have been wonderful, What ſervice didſt thou ever per- 
form for him, for which he hath not paid thee 2 thouſand 
times more than it was worth? Didſt thou ever ſeek him dili- 
gently, and not find him a bountiful rewarder ; none ſeek him 
1n vain, unleſs ſuch only as ſeek him vainly, Heb. 11. 6. Didft 
ever give a cup of coid water in the name of a Diſciple, and 
not receive a Diſciples reward 2 Mar, 10. 42. Haſt thou nor 
found inward peace and comfort flowing into thy ſoul, upon 
Every piece of {incere obedience ? Oh what a good Maſter do 
Saints ſerve ? You that are remiſs and unconſant in your obe- 
dience, you that are heartleſs and cold in duties 3 hear how 
your God expoſtulates with you, Fer. 2. 31. Have I been 4 
Wilderneſs to Iſrael, or a Land of darkneſ? q. d. have I been 2 
hard Maſter to you? Have you any reaſon to complain of 
me? To whomſoever I have been ſRraight-handed, ſurely 
I have not beenſo to you. -Are the fruirs of (in like the fruits 
of obedience? Do you know where to find a better Mafter > 
Why then are you fo ſhuffling and unconſtant, fo {luggith agd 
remiſs in my work ? Sureiy God is not behind hand with any 
of you. May you not ſay with David, Pſal. 119. 56. This / 
had becauſe 1 kept thy precepts. There is fruits in hotine(s even 
preſent fruit. Ir is a high favour-to be imployed for God. 
Reward enough that he will accept any thing thou doſt.* Bur 
to return every .Duty thou preſenteſt to him with ſuch*om- 
forts, ſuch quicknings, ſuch inward and outward bleſſings in- 
to thy boſom, fo that thou maiſt open the treaſury of thine 
own experiences, .view the varieties of encouragements and 
Love-tokens at ſeveral times received in Daries ; and ſay, this 
I had, and that I had, by waiting on God, and ſerving him. 
Oh what an ingagement is this upon thee to be ever abounding 
in the work of the Lord ! Though thou muſt not work for 
Wages, yet God will not let thy work go unrewarded. For 
He « not unrighteous to forget your work, and labour of Love. 
Thirdly, Y our Father hath further obliged you to this holt= 3». 
neſs and purity of life, by ſignifying 12 you (as he hath frequent- 
ly done) the great delight aud pleaſure he hath therein, He hath 
told you,that ſuch as are upright in the way are his delight, Prov. 
I1. 20. That he would not have you forget r9 do g9d and to 


communicate, for with ſuck ſacrifices b: s well pleaſed, Hed,13-16. 
You: 


The General Wſe exhortiig 


You know you cannot walk worthy of the Lord to all pleaſing, 
ERCEDt ye be fruitful in every good word and work,(Col. 1. 10.And 
oh whar a bond is this upon you to live holy lives ! Can you 
pleaſe your ſelves in diſpleaſing your Father ? If you have the 
hearts of Children in you, ſure you cannot. O you cannor 
grieve his ſpirit by looſe and careleſs walking, bur you muſt 
grieve your own ſpirits too. How many times hath God 
pleaſed you, gratified and contented you, and will not you 
pleaſe and content him ? This mercy you have asked of him, 
and he gave it, that mercy.and you were not denied : in ma- 
ny things the Lord hath wonderfully condefcended to pleaſe 
you, and now there is but one thing that he defires of you, 
and that moſt reaſonable, yea, beneficial for you, as well as 
pleaſing to him, 1 Phil. 27. Only let your converſation be as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt. This is the one thing, the 
great and main thing he expects from you in this world, and 
will not you do it ? Can you expect he ſhould gratifie your 
deſires, when you make no more of grieving and diſpleaſing 
him? Well, if you know what will pleaſe God, and yet re- 
folve not to do it, but will rather pleaſe your fleſh, and gra- 
tifie the Devil, than him ; pray pull off your vizards, fall in- 
ro your own rank among hypocrites; and appear as indeed 
you are. 

Fourthly, The Pather hath further obliged you to ffrifineſs and 
paritPof converſation, by his gracious promiſes made to ſuch as ſo 
walk. He hath promiſed to do great things for you, if you 
will but do this one thing for him. 1f you will order your con- 
verſation aright, Pal. 50.ult, He will be your Sun and Shield, 
if you will walk before him and be upright, Ger. 15. 1. He 
will give grace and glory, and no gcod thing will he with-hold from 
kim that walketh aprightly, Plal. 84. 11. And he promiſes no 
moreto you than he hath mace gocd to others, that have thus 
walked, and ſtands ready to pertorm to you alſo. If you look 
to enjoy the good of the promiſe, you are obliged. by all 
your expectations, and hopes to order your. lives purely and 
uprightiy. This hope will ſet you on work ro purge your lives as 
as well your hearts from all pollutions,2 Cor. 7. 1. Having the/e 
tromiſes, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all fiithinefs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
perfetting holin:s in the fear of God. 

Fifthly, Yea, He hath yet more obliged you to frit and holy 
lives by his confiacnce in yu that you will thus wah , and plea/e 
him 
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bim, He expreſſeth himſelf in Scripture as one that Gare truR 
you with his glory, knowing that you will be tender of it, 
2nd dare do no otherwife. If but a man repoſe confidence in 
you and truſt you with his concerns, it greatly oblizes you to 
be faithful. What an engagement was that upon 4brahan t5 
walk uprightly,when God ſaid of him, Gen. 18.19. I know him. 
that he will command his Children, and his houſhold af ter bims and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, q d. as for this wicked vene- 
ration, whom I will ſpeedily contume in my wrath, 1 know 
they regard not my Laws, they will trample my commands 
under their feet 3 they care not how they provoke me,bur I ex- 
pe& other things from 45raham, and I am confident he will 
not fail me. 7 &now him, he isa man of another ſpirits and what 
I promiſe my ſelf from him,hbe will make good. And to the like 
purpoſe is that in 1/4.63.79. 1 will mention the loving kindneſs of 
theLord, and the praiſes of the Lora; according to all that the Lord hath 
beſtowed on us, and the great goodneſs towards the houſe of Tſrael, 
which he hath beſtowed on them ; according to bis mercies and ac- 
cording to the multitude of his loving kinaneſſes, For he ſaid, ſurely 
they are my people, Children that will nst lie, (or fail me) /o he 
was their Saviour, Here you have an ample account of the en- 
dearing mercies of God to that people, ver. 7. and the Lords 
confident expecations of ſaicable returns from them, wer. $. 
T faid (i. e: ) (ſpeaking after the manner of mea in like caſes) I 
made full account that after all cheſeendearments, and favours 
beſtowed upon them, they would not offer to be diſloyal and 
falſe ro me. I have made them ſure enough to my ſelf, by 
ſo many bonds of Love. Like to which is that expreſſion, 
Zeph. 3. 7- TI ſaid, ſurely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive in- 
ftruftion, Oh how great are ihe expeRztions of God from 
ſuch -as you. I know Abraham, there's no donbrt of him. 
And again, they, are Children that will not lie, ( 5. e.) they 
will not failere fidem datam. Break their Covenant with me. 
Or they are my people that will not ſhrink, as Mr. Coverdale 
well tranſlates, fits non negantes, fuch as will keep touch with 
me, and will anſwer their Covenant engagements. And 
224in ſurely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive inſtr»#1on. 
And hal! not all this engage you to God ? What ! neither 
the antient and bountiful love of God, in contriving your Re- 
demption from eternity, nor the bounty of God in reward- 
ing all and every piece of ſervice you have done for him, Nor 
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yet the pleaſure he takes in your obedience and upright walk- 
ing. Nor the incouraging promiſes he hath made thereto, nor 
yet his confident expeRations of ſuch a life from you whom 
he hath ſo many waies obliged and endeared to himſelf > will 
you forget your antient friend, Contemn his rewards, take 
no celight or care to pleaſe bim ? Slight his promiſes, and 
deceive and fail his expectations ? Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Heavens, 
at this ! and be horribly afraid. Confider how God the Father 
hath faſtned this five-fold cord upon your Souls, and ſhew your 
ſelves Chriſtians ; yea to uſe the Prophets words, 1/a. 46. 8. 
Remember this, and ſhew your ſelves men, 
Seconaly, You are yet farther engaged to this preciſe and 
holy life by what the Son hath done for you, ts not this pure 
and holy life the very aim, and next end of his death > Did 
he not ſhed his blood to redeem you from your vain conver(ations ? 
x Pet. 1. 18. Was notthis the deſign of all his ſufferings, that 
being delivered out of the hands of your enemies, you might ſerve 
him in righteouſneſs and holineſs all the daies of your life, Luk.1.7 4,75. 
And is not the Apoſtles inference, 2 Cor.5. 14,15-highly reaſon- 
able,if one dyed for all, then were all dead, and that be dyed for all, 
that they which live, ſhould not henceforth live to themſelves, but to 


him that dyed for them. Did Chriſt only buy your perſons, and 


not your ſervices alſo? No, no, whoever hath thy time, thy 
Qirength, or any part of either : I can affure thee, Chriſtian, 
that Chriſt bath paid for it, and thou giveſt away what is none 
of thine own to give. Every moment of thy time is his. 
Every Talent, whether of grace or nature is hiss And doſt 
thou defraud him of his own? Oh how liberal are you of 
your precious words, and hours, as if Chriſt had never made 
a purchaſe of them! O think of this when thy life runs 
muddy and fou!. When the fountain cf corruption flows our 
at thy tongue, in idle frothy diſcourſes; or at thy hand, in fin- 
ful unwarrantable actions 3 doth this become the redeemed 
of the Lord > Did Chriſt come from the boſom of his Father 
for this? Did he groan, ſwear, bleed, endure the Crofs, and 
Iay down his life for this > Was he {o well pleaſed with all 
his forrows, and ſufferings, his pangs and agonies upon the 
account of that fatisfaction he ſhould have in ſeeing the travail 
of his Sou! ? 1/2. 53. 11, as if he bad ſaid, Welcome Death, 
welcome Agonies, welcome the bitter cnp, and heavy burthen ; 1 
ehearſully [ubmit 10 all this, Theſe aretravailing pangs indeed, bur 
! ſhall 
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Sertn. 4.2. 
1 ſhall ſee a beautiful birth at laſt, Theſe throws, and agonies, ſ14!! 
bring forth many lovely Children toGod, I ſhall have joy in them, 
and glory from them to all eternity. This blood of mine, theſe ſuf- 
ferings of mine, ſhall purchaſe to me the Perſons, Duties, Services 
and obedience of many thouſands that will love me, and honour me, 
ſerve me, and obey me with their Souls and Bodies which are 


-mine, And doth not this engage you to look to your 
lives, and keep them pure? Is not every one of Chriſts 
wounds a mouth open to plead for more holineſs, more fer- 
viceand more fruit from you > Oh what will engage you if 
this will not > Bur, | 
Thirdly, This is not all ; as a man when he weigheth a thing, 
caſteth in weight after weight, till the ſcales are counterpoiſed : 
ſo doth God caſt in engagement after engagement,and argument 
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upon argument,till chy heart(Chriſtian)be weighed up,and won 


to this heavenly life. And therefore as Elihu ſaid ro Fob,Cap. 35. 
22. Suffer me a little,and I will ſhew thee what I have yet to ſpeak on 
Gods behalf. Some Arguments have already been narged on the 
behalf of. the Father and Son for purity and cleanneſs of life ; 
and next I have ſomething to-plead on the behalf of the Spirir, 
I plead now on his behalf,who hath fo many times helped you to 

ead for your ſelves with God. He that hath fo often re- 
freſhed, quickned, and comforted you, he will be quenched, 
grieved, and diſpleaſed by an impure, looſe, and carelefs con- 
verſation ; and what will you do then? Who ſhall comforr 
you, when the Comforter is departed from you > When 
he that ſhould relieve your ſouls, is far off > Oh grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, by which you are ſealed 20 the day of redemp- 
zion, Eph. 4. 30. There is nothing grieves him more than im- 
pure practices. For he is a holy Spirit, And look as water 
damps and quenches the fire 3 fo doth fin-quench the Spirit, 
1 The. 5. 19. Will you quench the warm affeRions and bur- 
ning defires which he hath kindled in your boſoms ? if you do, 
Jr's a queſtion whether ever you may recover them again to 
your dying day- The Spirit hath a delicate Sence. Ic is the 
moſt tender thing in the whole world. He feels the leaſt 
touch of {in, and is grieved when thy corruptions within are 
ſtirred by temptations, and break our to the defiling of thy 
life; then is the holy Spirit of God, as 1t were, made (ad, and 
heavy within thee. As that word & 797%, Eph, 4,50. may 


be rendred. For _— thou both refitteit his motions, 
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whereby in the way of a loving conſtraint, he would lead and 
guide thee in the way of thy duty ; yea, thou not only re- 
fliteft his motions, but croſſe| his grand deſign, which is to 
purge and fanRifie thee wholly, and build thee up more and 
more to the perfection of holinels. And when thou thus 
forſakeſt his conduct, and crofleſt his deſign in thy ſou], chen 
Goth he uſually with-draw, as a man that is grieved by the 
unkindneſs of his friend. He draws in the beams of his 
evidencing 2nd quickning grace. Packs up al! his divine Cor- 
Gials, and ſaith as it were to his unkind and difingenious Soul, 
* Haſt thau thus requited me,for all the favours and kindneſſes thou 
bast received from me * Have 1 quickned thee when thou waſt 
dead in tranſgreſſions, did I deſcend upon thee in the preaching of 
the Goſpel, and communicate life, even the life of God to thee 3 
** leaving others in the ſtate of the dead? Have 1 ſhed forth ſuch rich 
* influences of grace and comfort upon thee * Comforting thee in all 
* thy troubles, helping thee in all thy duties, ſatisfying thee in all 
thy doubts and perplexities of ſoul, ſaving thee and pulling thee 
bach from ſo many deſtrutive temptations and dangers ? What 
had been thy condition, if 1 bad not come unto thee ? Could the 
World have converted thee without me ? Could Miniſters, could 
Angels have done that for thee which I did ? _ And when I had 
quickned thee, and made thee a living foul, what couldſt thou 
have done without my exciting and aſſiſting grace ? Couldſt thou 
go 0n in the way of Duty, if I had not led thee * How mouldft 
thou bave waded through the deeps of ſþiritual troubles, if I had 
not born thee up ? Whither had the Temptations of Satan and 
thine own corruptions carried thee before this day; if I had not 
ſtood thy friend, and come in for thy reſcue in the time of need ? 
Did 1 ever fail thee in thy extremities * Did 1 ever leave thee 
in thy dangers; Have 1 not been tender over thee, and faithful 
to thee ? And now for which of all theſe kindneſſes doſt thou 
thus wrong and abuſe me ? Why haſt thou wounded me thus by 
thy unkindneſs ? Ah thou haſt ill requited my Love ! And now 
thou ſhalt eat the fruit of thy doings. Let the light now be 
darkneſs. Thy Songs turned into howlings. The joy of thine 
* heart, the light of thine eyes, the health of thy countenance,even 
je the face of thy God, and the joy of Salvation be hid from 
* thee. 

This 1s the fruit of careleſs and looſe walking. To this ſad 
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ifue it will bring thee at laſt, and when it is come to this ; chou 
ſhalt go to Ordinances, and Duties, and find no good in them ; 


no life quickning comfort there. When thy heart which was 
wont to be enlarged, and flowing, ihall be clung up and dry 
when thou ſhalt kneel down before the Lord, and cry as 
Eliſha when with the-mantle of E/jahb he fmote the water ; 
Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? So thou, Where is the God 
of Prayer? Where is - the God of Duties ? But there is no 
anſwer : when like Sampſo,, thou ſhalc go forth and thike thy 
ſelf as at other times ; but thy ſtrength is gone : then tell me, 
what thou haſt done in reſiſting, quenching, and grieving the 
holy Spirit of God by impure and offeafive practices ? And 
thus you ſee what engagements lis upon you from the Spirit 
alſo, to walk uprightly and keep the iflues of life pure. I 


could willingly have enlarged my ſelf upon this laſt branch, but z;. 
that I find a Jadicious hand hath lately improved this Argyu- wheits 772«- 


ment ; to which I ſhall refer the Reader. Thus God hath #/? of quench- 
* Ig the Spirite 


obliged you to circumſpect and holy lives. 

Secondly, You are under great engagements to keep your lives pure, 
even from your ſelves, as well as from your God, As God hath 
bound you to purity of converſation, ſo you have bound your 
ſelves. And there are ſeveral things in you, and done by you, 
which wonderfully increaſe, and ſtrengthen your Obligations 
to practical holineſs. | 

Firſt, Your clearer illumination is a ſirong bond upon your 
ſouls, Eph. 5. 8. Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now ye are light 
in the Lord z walk 2s Children of the light. You cannot pretend, 
or plead ignorance of your duty. You ſtand convinced in 
your own conſciences before God, that this is your unqueſtion- 
able Duty. Chriſtians, will you not all yield co this ? I know 
you readily yield it. We live indeed in a contentious diſpu- 
ting Age. In other things our opinions are different. Owe 
Chriſtian is of this Judgment, another of that 3 bur doth he 
deſerve thename of a Chriſtian, that dare once queſtion this 
Truth ? In this we all meer and cloſe in oneneſs of mind and 
judgment, that it is our indi/putable Duty, to live pure, ſeriit, and 
clean lives. The grace of God which hath appeared to yur, hath 
taught you this truth.clearly and convincingly, Tit. 2. II, I2, Yo 
have received hqw you ought to walk, and 10 pleaſe God, 1 Thel.q.1, 
Well then, this being yielded, the iaference 15 plain and un- 


deniable; that you cannot walk as others, in the vagity of 
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whereby in the way of a loving conſtraint, he would lead and 
guide thee in the way of thy duty ; yea, thou not only re- 
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tell his motions, but croſleſt his grand deſign, which 1s to 


purge and ſanRifie thee wholly, and build thee up more and 
more to the perfection of holinels. And when thou thus 
forſakeſt his conduc, and crofleſt his deſign in thy ſou], then 
doth he uſually with-draw, as a man that is grieved by the 
unkindneſs of his friend. He draws in the beams of his 
evidencing 2nd quickning grace. Packs upal! his divine Cor- 


Gl 


cc 


with careleſs 66 


Chriſtians. 


cc 
cc 
[44 

cc 
S. 
cc 
cf 
cc 
& 

x£ 
cc 

cc 
cc 

«6 


ic 


als, and faith as it were to his unkind and difingenious Soul, 
Haſt thau thus requited me,for all the favours and kindneſſes thou 
ba$t received from me ? Have 1 quickned thee when thou waſt 
dead in tranſgreſſions, did I deſcend upon thee in the preaching of 
the Goſpel, and communicate life, even the life of God to thee 3 
leaving others in the tate of the dead? Have 1 ſhed forth ſuch rich 
influences of grace and comfort upon thee * Comforting thee in all 
thy troubles, helping thee in all thy duties, ſatisfying thee in all 
thy doubts and perplexities of ſoul, ſaving thee and pulling thee 
bach from ſo many deſtrutive temptations and dangers ? What 
had been thy condition, if 1 bad not come unto thee ? Could the 
World have converted thee without me ? Could Miniſters, could 
Angels have done that for thee which I did ? _And when I had 
quickned thee, and made thee a living foul, what couldſt thou 
have done without my exciting and aſſiſting grace ? Couldſt thou 
go on in the way of Duty, if I had not led thee * How wouldft 
thou bave waded through the deeps of ſþiritual troubles, if 1had 
not born thee up ? Whither had the Temptations of Satan and 
thine own corruptions carried thee before this day; if 1 had not 


* ſtood thy friend, and come in for thy reſcue in the time of need ? 


Did I ever fail thee in thy extremities * Did I ever leave thee 
in thy dangers; Have 1 not been tender over thee, and faithful 
to thee ? And now for which of all theſe kindneſſes doſt thou 
thus wrong and abuſe me ? Why haſt thou wounded me thus by 
thy unkindneS ? Ah thou haſt ill requited my Love ! And now 
thou ſhalt eat the fruit of thy doings. Let the light now be 
darkneſs. Thy Songs turned into howlings. The joy of thine 


" heart, the licht of thine eyes, the health of thy countenance,even 
©* the face of thy God, and the joy of Saluation be hid from 


thee. 
This 15 the fruit of careleſs and looſe walking. To this ſad 
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fue it will bring thee at laſt, and when it is come to this ; thou 
ſhale go to Ordinances, and Duties, and find no good inthem 
no life quickning comfort there. When thy heart which was 


wont to be enlarged, and flowing, ihall be clung vp and dry 3 
when thou ſhalt knee] down before the Lord, and cry as 
\ Eljſha- when with the mantle of E/7ah he fmote the water ; 
\Hhbere is the Lord God of Elijah ? So thou, Where is the God 


of Prayer? Where is - the. God of Duties ? But there is no 


Anſwer : when like Samp/or, thou ſhalc go forth and thike thy 
elf as at other times ; but thy ſtrength 1s gone : then tell me, 
&hat thou haſt done in reſiſting, quenching, and grieving the 
holy Spirit of God by impure and offenſive practices ? And 
/thus you ſee what engagements lis upon you from the Spirit 


alſo, to walk uprightly and keep the ifſues of life pure. I 


could willingly have enlarged my ſelf upon this laſt branch, but z;. 


obliged you to circumſpe and holy lives. 

Secondly, You are under great engagements to keep your lives pure, 
even from your ſelves, as well as from your God, As God hath 
bound you to purity of converſation, ſo you have bound your 
ſelves. And there are ſeveral things in you, and done by you, 
which wonderfully increaſe, and ſtrengthen your Obligations 
to-practical holineſs. 

Firſt, Your clearer illumination is a ſirorg bond upon your 
ſouls, Eph. 5. 8. Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now ye are light 
in the Lord ; walk 2s Children of the light. You cannot pretend, 
or plead ignorance of your duty. You ſtand convinced in 
your own conſciences before God, that this is your unqueſtion- 
2ble Duty. Chriſtians, will you not all yield to this ? I know 
you readily yield it. We live indeed in a contentious diſpu- 
ting Age. In other things our opinions are different, Oye 
Chriſtian is of this Judgment, another of that 3 bur doth he 
deſerve thename of a Chriſtian, that dare once queſtion this 
Truth ? In this we all meet and cloſe in oneneſs of mind and 
judgment, that it is our indifputable Duty, to live pure, ſerict, and 
clean lives. The grace of God which hath appeared to you, hath 
taught you this truth clearly and convincingly, Tit. 2. II, I2. Tos 
have received how you ought to walk, and to pleaſe God, 1 Thel.4.1. 
Well then, this being yielded, the iaference 15 plain and un- 


deniable; that you cannot walk as others, 1G tie vanity of 
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their mind 3 but you muſt offer violence to your own light: 
You. cannot ſafter rhe corruptions of your hearts to break 
forth into practice, but you muſt flight, and put by the notices 
and rebukes of your own conſciences, Fames 4. 17. He that 
knoweth to do good, and doth it not 5 to bim it is fin, Yealin with 
a witneſs. Aggravated {in. Sin of a deeper tinRure than 
that of the ignorant Heathens. Sin that ſadly waſtes and 
violates conſcience. Certainly who ever hath, you have no 
Cloak for your {in. Lightand Luſt ſtrugling together, great 


' light and ſtrong luſts: theſe make the ſoul a troubled Sea that 


cannot reſt. On but when maſterlefs Luſts over-bears Conſci- 
ence, this impreſſes horror upon the Soul. This brake 
Davids heart, Pſa. 51.6. Thou haſt put knowledge in my inner 
parts, q- d. Ah Lord ! I weat againſt the rebukes of conſci- 
ence, to the commiſton of this fin. I had a watchful lighe 
ſet up within me. I knew it was fin. My light endeavoured 
lovingly to reſtrain me, and I thruſt it afide. Beſides, what 
pleaſure in {in can you have ? Indeed ſuch as for want of lighe 
know not what chey do, or (uch whoſe conſciences are ſeared 
and paſt feeling ; they may ſeek a little pleaſare (ſuch as it is ) 
out of (in ; but what content or pleaſure can you have, ſo long 
as your light is ever breaking in upon you, and ({miting you 
for what. you do? This greatly increaſes your obligation to a 
preciſe holy life. Again, | 
Secondly, You are profeſſors of holineſs, Y ou have given in 
your names to Chriſt, to be his Diſciples; and by this your 
engagement to a life of holineſs are yet further Rrengthened, 
2 Tim. 2. 19+. Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, de- 
part from iniquity, The name of Chriſt is called upon you, 
and it's a worthy name, James 2.7. It's called upon you, as the 
name of the Husband, is called upon his Wife, 1/a. 4. 1. Let 
thy name be called upo1 us, Or as the name of a Father is called 
upon his Child, Ger, 48. 16. Let thy name be calcd on them, and 
the name of my Fathers. Well then, you. bear the name of 
Chrift as his Spouſes or Children ;and will you not live ſuira- 
bly to your name? Every place and relation, every title of 
honour and dignity hath its decorum, and becomingneſs. Oh 
bow will that worthy name of Chriſt be blaſphemed through 
you ? If you adorn it nor with becoming deportments ? Better 
you had never profeſt any thing.than to fer your feives by youi 
profeſſion in the eye and obſervation of tis world 3 and then 
£0) 
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to pour contempt on Jeſus Chriſt, by your ſcandalous conver- 
ſations, before the Chams of the-world ; who will laugh art it. 
I remember it was a 22emento given to one of his name by 
Alexander, Recordare nominis Alexandri. Remember (ſaid he) 
thy name Alexander, and do nothing unworthy. of that name. 
O chat'sa heavy charge, Rom. 2.24. Through you is the name of 
God blaſphemed among the Heathens, Unhappy man, that ever 
thou ſhouldſt be a reproach to Chriſt. The herd of wicked 
men, they are ignora capita 3 men of no note, or obſervation. 
They may fin, and fin again; drink, (wear, and tumble in all 
uncleanneſs ; and it paſſes away filently; the world takes little 
notice of it. Their wicked aRions make but little noiſe 
io the world ; but the miſcarriages of profeſſors are like a 
Blazing Comet, or an Eclipſed Sun, which all men gaze ar, 
and make their obſervations upon ; Oh then, what manner of 
perſons ought you to be, who bear the worthy name of Chriſt 
upon you : 

Thirdly, But more than this, ou have obliged your ſelves to 2: 
this life of holineſs by your own Prayers. How many times have 
you lifted up your hands to Heaven, and cried with David, 
Pſal. 119.5. Oh that my ways were direfted to keep thy Statutes. 
Order my ſteps in thy Word, and let no iniquity have dominion over 
me, ver. 133. Were you in earneſt with God, when you thus 
prayed ? Did you mean as you ſaid ? or did youonly comple- 
ment with God ? If your hearts and tongues agreed in this re- 
queſt, doubtleſs it's as much your Duty to endeavour, as to 
defire thoſe mercies; and if not, yet do all choſe prayers 
ſtand on record before the Lord, and will be produced againſt 
you as witneſſes to condemn you, for your hypocrifte and va- 
nity- How often alſo have you in your Prayers lamented and 
bewailed your careleſs and uneven waikings 2 You have ſaid - 
with Ezra, chap. 9.6. O my God, I am aſhamed, and even bluſh 
ro look up unto thee. And do not your confeflions oblige you 
to greater circumſpetion and care tor time co come ? Will 
you confels, and fin? And fin, and confeſs ? Go to God and 
bewail your evils, and- when you have bewaiied tem, re- 
curn again to the commilitoa of them ? God torbid, you 
ſhould thus difſemble with God, play with fin, and dye your 
iniquities witha deeper tincture. 

Feurthly, And laſtly, to add no more, 19% have often repro- 
ved or cenſured others for ; Peir miſcarriages and falls, mrich adds 
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19 your 071 obligation, to walk accurately andevenly, Have you 
not often reproved your erring. brethren ? or at leaſt private- 
ly cenſured them, if not duly reproved them, (for to theſe 
left handed blows of ſecret cenſurings,- we are more apt than 
ro the fair and open firokes of juit and due-reproofs) and will 
you pr2G&iſe the fame things, you criminate and cenſure others 
ſor? Thor that teacheſ# another (lgita the Apoſtle) reacheſ# thou 
ot thy ſelf ? Rom. 2: 21. So ſay, thou that cenſureſt or re- 
bukeſt another, condemnelt thou not thy ſelf > Will your re- 
bakes ever do good to others, whilſt you allow in your ſelves 
what you condemn in them ?-And as theſe reproofs and cen- 
ſures can do them no £ood, ſo they*do you much evil, by rea- 
ſon of them you are «v7aw74uez ſelf condemned perſons ;and 
our of your own mouths God will Judge you. For you need 
no other witneſs, than your ſelves in this caſe. Your own 
tongues will fall upon.you. Your cenſures and reproofs of 
others, will leave you without plea, or Apology, if you look 
not to your lives with greater care. And yet will you be care- 
leſs ſtill? Fear you not the diſpleaſure of God ? nor the 
wounding and diſquieting your own conſciences ? Surely 
theſe things are of no light value with you, if you be Chri- 
ſtians indeed. SEE, 
Thirdly, You are yet further engaged to pratical holineſs upon 
the account of your brethren, who are not 4 little concerned, and in- 
tereſted * therein, For if through the negle& of your hearts, 
your lives be defiled and polluted, this will be thrown in their 
faces, and many innocent and upright ones, both reproached 


. and grieved upon your account. This miſchievous effect ho- 


ly David exraeſtly deprecated, P/al 69.5,6. Oh God thou know- 
eſt my fooliſhneſs, ana my ſins are not hid from thee; let not them 
that wait on thee, O Lerd God of Hoſts, be aſhamed for my ſake. 
Let not them that ſeek thee, be confounded for my ſake, O God of 
Ifracl, q d. Lord,. thou knoweR what a weak and foolith 
creature I am. And how apt to miicarry, if left romy ſelf, 
and ſhould I rhrough my foolithne(s, a& unbecoming a Saint ; 
bow would this thame the: faces, and ſad the hearts of .thy 


people! They will beas men confounded at the report of my 


fall. The fall of one Cluiiſtian, is matter of trouble and 
ſhame to all the reſt. And when they th2ll hezr the ſad and 
vaweicome news of your ſcandaious miſcarriages, (which 
will certainly be the effect of a negleRed heart and life) they 


well 
+} co» 


Serm. 42. the Redeemed t9 Praftical Holinefs. 


will ſay as David concerning Saul and Fonathan; tell it not in 
Gath, publiſh it nut in the ſtreets of Askelon, &c; Or as Tamar 
concerning Ammon, and we, whither (hall we cauſe our ſhame t9 
go ? And for them, they ſhall be as the fools in /rac/, Thy 
looſe 'and careleſs life will cauſe them to eſtrange ther ſelves 
from thee, and look thy upcn thee, as being athamed to own 
thee, and canſt thou bear chat2 Will it not grieve 2nd pierce 
- your very hearts to ſeea cloud of firangeneſs and trouble over 
the countenances of your brethren? To ſee your ſelves cil- 
owned and lightly eſteemed by chem? This very contidera- 
tion ſtruck a great favourite in the Perſian Comr: to the very 


heart. * It was Uazanes, who had been Governour to Sa- * 21:52, 
pores in his minority. And this man for fear, denied the Chri- 4. 2. 42. 2 


ſtian Faith ; and complied with che Idolatrous worihip of the 
King. And one day (faith the Hiſtorian) fitting at the Court- 
gate, he ſaw Simon the aged Arch-biſhop of Si/ucia, drawing 
along to priſon for his conſtancy in the Chriſtian Faich 3 and 
though he durſt not.openly own the Chriſtian Faith he had 
baſely denied, and confeſs himſelf a Chriſtian : yet he could 
not chuſe but-riſe, and expreſs his reverence to this holy man : 
ina reſpeRive and honourable falutation; bur the zealous good 
man frowned upon him,and turned away his face from him ; as 
thinking ſuch an Apoſtate unworthy of the leaſt reſpe&t from 
him;this preſent]y ſtruck Vf azaresto the heart,and drew from 
him many tears, and groans; and thus he reaſoned with him- 
ſelf,Simon will not own me, and can I think but that God will 
diſclaim me, when I appear before his Tribunal ? Simon will 
not ſpeak unto me, will not fo much as look upon me, and 
" can 1 look for ſo much as a good word or look from: Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom I have ſo ſhamefully betrayed, and denizd 2? 
Hereupon he threw off his rich Courtly robes, and put on 
mourning apparel, and profeſſed himſeif a Chriſtians and 
died a Martyr. O *fisa piercing thing to an honeſt heart, co 
be caſt out of the favour of God's people. If you waik lootly, 

neither God nor his people will look kindly upon you. 
Fourthly, And laſtly, Your very enemies engage you to this pure 
and holy life upon a double ground. You are obliged by them 
two Ways, viz, as they are your bold cenſarers, and your warch: 
ful obſervers, They cenſure you as hypocrites, and will you 
give them ground and matter for ſuch a charge ? they ſay only 
your tongues are more holy than other mens, 2nd {hall they 
Gece prove 
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prove it, from your pn ? They alſo obſerve you diligent- 
iy. Lie at catch, and are highly gratified by your miſcarriages. 
If your lives be looſe and defiled; you will not only be a ſhame 
ro your friends, but the Song of your enemies. You will 
make mirth in Hell ; and gratifie all the enemies of God. 
This is that they watch for. They are curious obſervers of 
vour goings. And-hat which makes them Triumph at your 
tails and miſcarriages, is not only that deep rooted enmity 
betwixt the two ſeeds, but becauſe all your miſcarriages and 
evils are ſo many abſolations ro their conſciences, and Juſti- 
fications (as they think) of their ways and practices For 
look as your ſtrianels and holineſs doth as it were caſt, and 
condeman them, as Noah, Heb. 11. 7. by his practice, con- 
- demned the world, their conſciences fly in their faces, when 
they ſee your holy and pure converſations. It lays a damp 
upon them. Tt works upon their conſciences, and cauſes many 
ſmart reflections: So when you fall, you as it were abſolve 
their conſciences, looſe the bonds of conviction you had made 
faſt upon them, and now there's matter of Joy put before them. 

Oh ſay they, what ever theſe men talk ; we ſee they are 
no better than we. They can doas we do. They can Cozen 
and Cheat for advantage. They can comply with any thing 
for their own ends ; 'tis not conſcience, as we once thought, . 
bur meer ſtomach and humor that made them ſo preciſe. 
And oh what a fad thing is this! Hereby you ſhed Soul-blood. 
You faſten the bonds of death upon their ſouls. You kill 
thoſe convictions, which for any thing you know might have 
made way to their converſion» When you fall, you may riſe 
again ; but 'they may fall ac your example, and never riſe 
more: Never have a good opinion of the ways of God, or of 
his people any more. Upon this confideration David begs of 
God, Pſal. 5.8. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteouſneſs, becauſe 
of my enemies ; (or as the Hebrew) my obſervers, make thy way 
ftraight before my face. And thus you ſee how your very ene- 
mies oblige you to this holy and pure converſation alſo. 

Now put all this together, and ſee to what theſe particulars 
will amount. You have heard how God the Father hath en- 
gaged you to this. converſation purity, by his de/iznment of 
your Salvation. Rewarding your obedience. His pleaſure in it, 
His Promiſgsto it, And his great conficence in you, that you 
v11] thus walk before him- The Lord Feſus hath alſo enga- 


ged 
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ged you thereunto, by his death and ſufferings, whereby you 
were Redeemed from your vain converſations. The Spirit 
hath engaged you by telling you plainly how much you will 
grieve, and wrong him, reſiſt and quench him, if you do not 
keep your (elves pure. Yea, you are obliged further by your 
ſelves, your clear illumination, your high profeſſion, your many 
prayers and confeſſions, your many cerſures and reprehenfions of 
others, do all ſtrengthen your obligation co holineſs. Yea, 
you are obliged further to this holy life, by the ſhame, grief; 
and trouble your looſe walking will bring upon your friends. 
And the mirth it will make for, and miſchief it will do to 
your enemies. Who will fall and break their necks, where 
1t may be you only ſtumbled, and brake your (ſhins. Who 
are Juſtified, and abſolved (as before you heard) by your mil- 
carriages. And now what think you of all this? Are you ob- 
liged or not, to this purity of life 2 Are all theſe bonds ried 
with ſuch flip knots that you can get looſe, and free your 
ſelves at pleaſure from them? If all theſe things are of no 
force with you, if none of theſe bonds can hold you ; may ir 
not be queſtioned (notwithſtanding your profeſſion) whether 
any ſpiritual principle, any fear of God, or love ro Chriſt, 
be in your ſouls or no?' O you could not play faſt and looſe 
with God; if ſo, you could not as Sampſon ſnap theſe bonds 
aſunder, at your pleaſure. 

Confid.' 2. Secondly, As you are more obliged to keep the 
iNues of life pure than others are, fo God hath given you 
greater aſitances and advantages for it, than others have. God 
hath not been wanting to any in helps and means. Even the 
Heathen who are without the Goſpel will yet be ſpeechleſs 
and inexcuſable before God: but how much more will 
you be ſo! who beſides their light of nature, and the 
general light of the Goſpe)], have Firf, ſuch a principle put 
within you. Secondly, ſuch patterns ſet before you. Thirdly, 
ſuch an aſſitarr ready to help you. Fourthly, fo many rods at 
your backs to quicken you 3 and prevent your wandering. If 
notwithſtanding all theſe helps your life be ſtill unholy. 

Firſt, Shall men of ſuch principles walk as others do ? Shall 
we lament for you as David once did for Sazl, ſaying, there 
the ſhield of the niight y was vilely caſt away, the ſhield of Saul ; as 
though he had not been anointed with oil, There the honour of a 
Chriſtian was vilely caſt away, as though he had not been 
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2nointed witch the Spirit ? You have received an unftion from the 
holy one, which teacheth you all things, 1 Joh, 2, 20, Another 
Spirit, far above that which is in other men, 1 Cor. 2. 12. 
And as this ſpirit which is in you is fitted for this life of holi- 
nels, (for ye are bis workmanſhip created in Chriſt Feſus ro good 
works, Ephel. 2. 10.) So this holy Spirit, or principle infuſed 
19to your ſouls, hath ſuch a natural tendency to this holy life; 
chat if you live not purely and ftritly, you muſt offer violence 
to your own principles, and new nature. A twofold help this 
principle affords you for a life of holinels. | 

(1. ) Firf, Ic pulls you back from fin, as in Foſeph ; How 
canl do this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God ! And it alſo in- 
clines you powerfully ro obedience. *Tis a curb to fin, and a 
ſpur to holineſs. It is unpoſſible for all others to live ſpiri- 
tually and heavenly, becauſe they have no new nature to 'in- 
cline them thereunto. And methinks it ſhould be hard for 
you to live carnally, and ſenſually 3 and therein croſs the very 
bent and.tendency of the new creature, which is formed in 
you» How can you negle& Prayer as others do, whiles the 
Spirit by divice pulfations is awaking and rouſing up your ſlug- 
si(h hearts with ſuch inward motions, and whiſpers as thar, 
Pal. 27. $. Seck my face. Yea, whilſt you feel (during your 
omiſſions of duty) ſomething within that bemoans it ſelf, and 
as it were cries for food, pains and gripes you, like an empty 
ſtomach, and will not let you be quiet till it be relieved. 
How can you let out your hearts to the world as other men 
Co; when all that while your Spirit is reſtleſs, and akes like 
a bone out of joint. And you can never be at eale till you 
come back to God, and ſay as P/al. 116, Return to thy reſt, O 
my ſoul. Is it not hard, yea, naturally impoſſible to fix a tone 
and make it abide in the fluid air > Doth not every creature in 
2 reſtleſs motion tend to its proper Ceater, and defire its own 
perfetion ? So doth this new creature alſo. You ſee how 
che Rivers in their courſe will not be checkt,” but bear down 
all obſtacles in their way, & Sevior ab ebice ibit. A ſtop doth 
but make them rage ths more, and run the ſwifter after- 
wards. 

There is a Central force in theſe natural motions, which 
cannot be Ropr. And the like may you obſerve in the motions 
of a renewed Soul, John 4. 14. It ſhall be in him as a Vell of 
water ſpringing up. And is itnot hard for you to keep it down, 
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or turn its courſe > How hard did Feremy, and D:vid figd that 
work ? If you do not live holy lives, you muſt croſs your own 
new nature, and violate the Law that's written in your own 


hearts, and engraven upon your own bowels. To this purpoſe 4. 7, 6.11. 
a late Writer ſpeaks ; Till you were converted (faith he) the Zr. 1 hoty 
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fleſh was predominant, and therefore it was impoſſible for !ivinz. 


you to live any other than a fleſhly life ; for every thing will 
a& according to its predominant principle. Should you noc 
therefore live a ſpiritual life > Should not the Law of God 
written in your hearts, be legible in your tives ? O ſhould not 
your lives be according to the tendency of your hearts ? thus 
—> Doubtleſs this is no ſmall advantage to praical holineſs. 

ar, | 
Secondly, Beſides this principle within, you have no [mall aſ- 
fiſt ance for the purity of life by theſe excellent patterns before you. 
Thepath of holineſs is no untrodden path to you. Chriſt and 
his Servants have beaten it before you. The life of Chriſt is 
your Copy, and it is a fair Copy indeed, without a blot. -Oh 
what an advantage is this to draw all the lines of your actions 
according to his example! This glorious grand example is 
often preſt upon you for imitation, Heb. 12. 2. Looking to Feſus, 
he hath left you an example that ye ſhould tread in hs ſteps, 1 Pet. 
2. 21, His life is a living rule to his people, and befides Chriſts 
example (for you may ſay, who can live as Chriſt did ? His 
example is quite above us) you have « cloud of witneſſes, A 
cloud for its directive uſe, and theſe Men of like paſſions, 
remptations, and conſticutions with you ; who have gone be- 
fore you in exemplary holineſs. The Holy Ghoſt (intending 
therein, your ſpecial help and advantage)hath ſet many induftri- 
ous Pens awork to write the lives of the Saints, and preſerve 
for your uſe their holy ſayings, and heavenly actions. He bids 


you take them for.an example, James 5- 10, On what excellent _ 


men are paſt on before you! What cenowned Worthies have led 
the way! Men whoſe converſations were in heaven, whilſt 
they Taberaacled on earth. Whilſt this lower worid had 
their bodies, the world above had their hearts, their affections; 
cheir actions, their defigns were all for Heaven, Mea that 
improved troubles, and comforts ;. loſſes, and gains 5 ſiniles, 
and frowns; and all for Heaven. Men that did extra& Heaveg 
out of Spirituals, out of Temporals, ont of all things ; their 
Hearts were full of heavenly meditations, their mouths.Cf 
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heavenly communications z and their practices of heavenly 
inclinations. O what ſingular help is this ! Where they fol- 
lowed Chriſt, and kept the way, they are_propounded for 
vorr imitation, and where any of them turned afide, you 
have a mark fer upon that action, for your caution and pre- 
vention. Doth any ſtrange or unuſual tryal befall you, in 
which you are ready to ſay with the Church, Lam. 1. 12. Was 
rhere ever any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow ? Here you may fee the 
ſame affliftion accompliſht in your brethren, 1'Pet. 5. 9. Here's 
ſtore of good Company to encourage you. Doth the World 
2nd Devil endeavour to turn you from your duty, by loading 
it with ſhameful ſcoffs, or ſufferings ? In this caſe you may 
look to Feſus, who deſpiſed the ſhame; and to your Brethren, 
who counted it their honour to be diſhonoured for the name 


77% of Chriſt, as the Original of the Text, A#.5.41-may be tranſla- 


red. Isit a diſhonour to rhee to be rankt with Abraham, Moſes, 
David, and ſuch as were the glory of the Apes they lived in ? 
Art thou at any time undera faint fit of diſcouragement ; and 
ready to deſpond under any burden 3 oh how maiſt thou be 
animated by ſach examples, when ſuch a qualm comes over 
thy heart ? Some ſparks of their holy courage cannot choole 
bur ſteal into thy breaſt, whilſt thou confidereſt chem. In them 
God hath ſer before thee the poſſibility of overcoming all 
difficulties, thou ſeeſt men of the fame mould, who had the 
ſame tryals, diſcouragements, and fears that thou now haſt, 
and yet overcame all. How is thy unbelief checkt when thou 
faiſt, Ob 1 ſhall never reach the exa, I ſhall one day utterly periſh. 
Why doſt thou ſay ſo > Why may not ſuch a poor creature as 
thou art, be carried through as well as they ? Had not they 
the ſame temptations and corruptions with you ? Were not 
they all troubled with a naughty heart, an enſnaring world, a 
buſlie Devil as well as you ? Alas ! when they put cn the divine, 
they did not put off the humane nature ; but complained, and 
feared as you do ; and yet were carried through all. 

O what an advantage have you this way ! They that firſt 
truſted in Chriſt, had nor ſuch an help as you. You ſtand 
upon their ſhoulders. You have the benefit of their expe- - 
riences. You that are fallen into the /aft times, have certainly 
the be## heips to hojineſs. And yet will not you live ſtrictly and 
pureiy ? - Will you pur on the name and profefſion of 
(hriltians, and yet be lofty in your ſpirits, earth]y in your 
deſigns ; 
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deſigns 3 negleive of duty; frothy in your communions ? 
Pray from which of all the Saints did you learn to be 
proud 2 Did you learn that from Chriſt, or any of 
his > From which of his Saints did you learn to be earthly and 
covetous, paſhonate or cenſorious, -over-reaching and crafty ? 
If you have read of any ſuch evilfcommitred by them, have 
you not alſo read of their ſhame and ſorrow, their Repen- 
rance and Reformations > If you have found any ſuch 
blots in their lives, it was left there defignedly to pre- 
vent the like in yours. Oh what an help to holineſs is 
Eo And this is not all. You have not only a principle 
this ! | 
within you; and @ patter» before you, but you have alſo an Om- 
nipotent aſſiſt ant to help and encourage you throughout your way. Are 
you feeble and infirm? and is every temptation, even the- 
weakeſt ; itrong enough to turn 'you out of the way of your 
Duty 2 Lo, God hath ſent his Spiric ro help your infirmities, 
Rom. 8, 26. no matter then how weak you are, how many 
and mighty your difficalties and temprations are, as long as- 
you have ſuch an affiſtant ro help you. Great is your adyan- 
tage for a holy life, this way alſo. For, | 
(1) Fir, When a temptation to fin preſſes ſore upon you; 


he pleads with your conſciences within, whilſt Saran is temp»-- 


ting . without. How often hath he brought ſuch Scriptures to 


your remembrance, in the very nick of opportunity; as have 


ſaved you out of the temptation ? If you attend his voice,you 
may hear ſuch a voice within you as that, er. 44. 4: Oh do noc 
this abominable thing which I hate ! What mighty ſtrivings were 


there in the heart of Spira, as himſelf relates > He heard, as 


it were, 4 voice within him ſaying, Do ot write Spira, do-20t 
write. To this purpoſe is that promiſe, 1/2. 3o. 20, 21. Thine 
eyes ſhall behold thy teachers, and. thine ears ſhall hear a word be- 
bind thee, ſaying, this i the way, walk ye init; when ye turn tothe 
right hand, and when ye turn to the left. : Here you have a tiwo- 
fold help to holineſs, the outward teaching of the word,ver.20. 
2nd the inward teachings of the Spirit, ver. 27, He ſhall ay 
this is the way, when ye are turning aiide to the right hand or 
to the left. Alluding to a Shepherd (faith one) who driving 
his Sheep before him; whiſtles them in when he ſees. cher 
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(2) Secondly, When ye walk holily and cloſely with God 
in your Cuties, the Spirit incourages you to go on, by thoſe 
inward comforts, ſealings, and joys you have from him at ſuch 
times. How often hath he entertained your ſouls in publick 
Ordinances, in private duties, with his hidden Manna, with 
warrow and fitneſs, with incomparable and unfpeakabe com- 
forts, and all this to ſtrengthen you in your way, and encourage 
you to hold on ? : 

(3-) Thirdly, When you are indiſpoſed for duties, and find 

your hearts empty and dry, he is ready to fill them, quicken 
and raiſe them 3 ſo that oftentimes the beginnings and end of 
your prayers, hearing, or meditations are as vaſtly different, as 
if one man had begun and another ended the duty. O then 
what aſſittances for a holy life have you ! Others indeed are 
bound to reſiſt temptations -as well as you ; bur alas! having 
no ſpecial affiftance from the Spirit, what can they do? Ir 
may be they reaſon with the Temptation a little while, and 
intheir own ſtrength reſolve againſt itz but how eafte a con- 
queſt doth Satan make, where no greater oppoſition is made 
to him, than this? Others are bound to hear, meditate, and 
pray as well as you; elſe the negle& of theſe duties would not 
be their {ia : bur alas, what pitiful work do they make of it! 
Being left to the hardneſs and vanity of their own hearts ; 
when you ſpread your Sails you have a gale 3 but they lie wind- 
Rod, heart-bound, and can do nothing Spiricually in a way 
of duty. 

Fourthly, And laſtly, to mention no more, you have a further 
advantage to this holy life, by all the rods of God that are at any 
time upon you. I might (ſhew you in many particulars the ad- 
vantages this way alſo, but I ſhall only preſent thele rhree to 

your ovſervation at this time. 
' - Firſt, By tele you are clogged, to prevent your ftraying, 
and wandring. Others may wander even as far as Hell, and 
God will not ſpend a ſanctified rod ppen them to reduce or 
ſtop them ; but ſaich, ler chem alone, Hoſe. 4. 17- But if you 
{traggie cut of the way of holineſs, he wiil clog you with 
one trouble or another to keep you within bounds, 2 Cor, 12.7, 
Leſt 1 ſhouid be lifted up, a thorn in the fleſh 5 a meſſenger of Satan 
was ſent to buffet me, So David, Plal. 119. 67. Before | was af- 
fitted, 1 went aftray ; but now I have kept thy Word, AﬀiiRions 
zre uſed by God, as thorns by husbandmen to flop the gaps, 
and 
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and keep you from breaking out of Gods way, He. 2. 6. 1 il 
heage up her way with thorns, and vutld a wal that (res ſhail not 
find her paths. A doublealiuſion. 1. To Cattle that are 2p: 
to ſtray. 1 wil hedge up thy may with thorns. 2. To the vca 
which is apt to over-flow the Country; 7 will build a wall 7» 
prevent inundations, Holy Bai! was a long time ſorely affiictec! 
with an inveterate head-ach, he often prayed for the removal 
of it; at laſt God removed it : but in the room of it, he was 
{orely exerciſed with the motions and temptations of Luſt ; 
which-when he perceived,he heartily deſired his head-ach again, 
ro prevent a worſe evil. You little know the ends and 
uſes of many of your aftlictions. Are you exerciſed with bodily 
weakneſles? it's a mercy you are ſos and if theſe pains and 
infirmities were removed, theſe clogs taken off z you may 
with Ba/il, wiſh for them again to prevent worſe evils. Are 
you poor ? why, with that poverty God hath clogged your 
pride. Are you reproached ? with thoſe reproaches God hath 
clogged your ambition. Corruptions are prevented by your 
afflictions. And is not this a marvelous help to holineſs of life? 
Secondly, By your afflictions your corruptions are not only 
clogged, but purged. By theſe God dries up and conſumes 
that ſpring of Jo that defiles your lives, 1/a. 27. 9. By this 
therefore ſhall the iniquity of - Jacob be purged ; and this is all che 
fruit to take away ſin. God orders your wants to kill your wan- 
zonnef. And makes your poverty poiſon to your pride, They are 
Gods Phy/ic&,to purge ill humours our of your fouls. Wher they 
fall by the ſword, and by famine, and by captivity, and by ſpoil, it Dan. 11. +, 
75 ro try them and to purge them, and to make them white. They 34: 35: 
are both purges and Lavatories to your ſouls. Others have the 
ſame afflitions that you have, bur they do not work on them 
25 on you ; they are to you as fire for purging, and water for 
cleanſing: and yet thall not your lives be clean? Ir's true ( as 
one well obſerves upon that place of Dazzel) Chriſt is the only 
Lavatory, 2nd his blood the only fountain to wath away fin. 
But in the virtue and efficacy of that blood {anRified aftlictions 
are cleanſers and purgers too. 
A Croſs without a Chriſt never made any man better ; but 
with Chriſt,Saints are much the better for the Croſs. Hath God 
as it were, laid you out fo many daies and nights a whitening ; 
and yetis not the hue of your converſation altered ? Hath he 
put you ſo many times into the. furnace, and yet is not your 
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drofs ſeparated ? The more afflitions you have been under, the 
more afliſtances you have had for this life of holineſs. 

* Thirdly, By all your troubles God hath been weaning you 
from the world,the luſts, loves; and pleaſures of itz and drawing 
out your ſouls to a more excellent life and ſtate than this. He 
makes your ſorrows in this life, give a luſter ro the glory of 


- the next. Who ever hath, be ſure you ſhall have no reſt here 


and all,that you may long more ardently for that ro come. He 
often makes you-groan being burdened, to be cloathed with your 
houſe from heaven, 1 Cor. 5. 4. And yet will younot be weaned 
from the luſts, cuſtoms, and evils of it > Oh what manner of 
perſons ſhonld you be for heavenly and holy converſations ? You 
ſtand upon the higher ground. You have, as it were, the wind 
and tide with you. None are affiſted for this life, as you are. 
Pat all this together, and fee what this ſecond argument con- 
tributes towards your further convidion, and perſwafion ro 
holineſs of life. Have you received a ſupernatural principle 
fitting you for, and inclining you to holy actions, reſiſting and 
holding you back from fin? Hath God alſo ſet before you ſuch 
eminent patterns to encourage and | ma you in your way ? 
Doth the Spirit himſelf Rand ready fo many waies to affiſt and 
help you in all difficulties, and hath God hedged up the way of 
fin with the thorns of affliion to prevent your wandering, and 
yet will you turn afide ? Will you offer violence to your own 

inciples, and new nature ? Refuſe to follow ſuch leaders as 

ve beaten the way before you ? reſiſt orneglect the gracious 
aſfiſtances of the bleſſed Spirit, which he Ss you in every 
need, and venture upon fin, though God have hedg'd up your 
way with afflictions 2 Oh how can you do ſuch great wicked- 
neſs, and fin againſt ſuch grace as this ! 

Methinks I need fay no more to convince you, how much 
you are concerned to keepthe iſſnes of life pure, none being 
ſo much obliged to it, or aſſiſted for it as you are. But when 
I remember that Foaſh loſt the compleat Victory over the Sy- 
rians, becauſe he ſmote not his arrows often enough upon the 
ground, 2 X5ng 13, 18. I ſhall level one arrow more at this 
mark: for indeed that can never be enough pref, which can 
never be enough-pradiſed. And therefore, | 

Corfrd. 2, It will yet further appear to be your high con- 
cernment to Exalt holineſs in your converſations becauſe of the 
Maniold and grcat uſes which God hath to make of the viſible 

holineſs 


- 
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holineſs and purity of your lives, both in this world, and thar 
to come. - The uſes God puts the converſation-holinef5 of his 
people to in this world, are theſe among others. 

Firſt,7o win over Souls to Chriſt,and bring them in love with Re- 
l;zion.Practical holinef(s 1s a very lovely attractive anc o5ligins 
thing. If the Heathen then could call Moral Vertue verricor2is. 
txrn-heart from that obliging and winning power it exerciſe; 


upon the hearts of men. If they could ſay of ir, that were ir - 


viſible to humane eyes, all men would adore it, and fall in 
Love with it ; how much rather may we ſay fo of true holineſs 
made vifible in the lives of Saints ! This is the tarn-beart :in- 
deed. It makes the ſouls of Men to' cling and cleave to the 
perſons in whom it is; as itis Prophefied, Zach. 8. 23. of the 
Jews when they ſhall be called (which will be a time of great 
holineſs) in that day ten men out of all languages of the Nations 
ſhall take hold of the kirt of him that is a Jew, ſaying, we will go 
with you, for we have heard that God is with you, $0 much of God 
25 appears in men,ſo much drawing excellency there is in them. 
And this is the Apoſtles argument, 1 Fohz 1. 3. That ye may 
have fellowſhip with «us. Why, what is there in your fellowſhip 
to invite men to you | Truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with bis Son Chriſt Feſus. Who can chooſe but covet their com 
pany, that keep company every day with God. Greart is the 
efficacy of viſible holimeſs to work upon the hearts of men ; 
either as a concauſe, working in fe)lowthip with the word, or 
25 a ſingle inſtrument working ſolitarily without the word. 
' Where God us pleaſed to afford the word unto men, there thepra{ti- 
cal holineſs of Saints isof ſingular uſe to a{ſift and help it in its oper a- 
rion upon the hearts of men, When the lives of Chriſtians ſenſibly 
exhibir that to the eyes of Aden, which the Gofpel doth to their 
_ ears; when ſo we preach, and ſo ye believe and live ; when we 
craw by our Doctrines, and you draw with us by your Exam- 
ples; when we hold forth the Word of life docrinally,and you 
hold it forth praRically'; as Phil. 2. 16, Where is the heart 
that can ſtand before us? O when the plain and powerful Gooſe! 
pierces the earsof men, and at the ſame time the viſible ho- 


linefs of profeſſors ſhines ſo full in their faces, that chey muſt * 


eicher put out their own eyes, or Eife be forced to acknow- 
ledge that God is in you of atruthzthea ir will work to purpoſe 
upon ſouls, Then will Chriſt ſee of the trayail of his ſoul daily. 
Yez, if God deny the Word to men, yec this practical ho- 
Dddd 2 lineſls 
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lineſs lam ſpeaking of may be to them an Ordinance for con- 
verſion. This way ſouls zay be won ro Chriſt without the Word, 
25 the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Per. 3.1. Though Pulpits ſhould be - 
ſilent, and viſion fail z yet if you would this way turn Preach- 
ers, if your tives may but Preach the reality, excellency and 
(weeineſs of Jeſus Chriſt and his ways ; and if you would this 
way Preach down the love of the world, and let men ſee 


- what poor vanities theſe are 3 and Preach up the neceſſity and 


beauty of holineſs; ſurely you, even you might be honoured 
to bring many ſouls to Chriſt, ro turn many to righteouſneſs, 
2nd cauſe many to bleſs God on your behalf in the day of viſt- 
zation. This is the uſe God hath for the holineſs and purity 
of your lives, and doth not this engage you ſtrongly to it? 
What, not when it may prove the means of eternal life co 
others ? Surely if you have any bowels of mercy in you, you 
cannot hide from others that whereby they' may be ſaved. 
How can you inſtead of holding forth the Word of life (which 
iS your manifeſt duty) viſibly hold forth the works of death be- 
fore men? Have you been beholding to others, and ſhall 
none be beholding to you for help towards heaven? Dare 
you ſay, let others ſhift as well as they can, find the way to 
Heaven by themſelves if they can, they ſhall have no benefit 
—_—_— light? If you be Chriſtians, you are Chriſtians of a - 
different ſtamp and Spirit from all thoſe we find deſcribed in 
Scripture. Shonld not you rather ſay as the LZepers did, 
2 Kin.7.9. Do we well to hold our peave, Whilſt others are pe- 
riſhing ? Shall the ps of 24ini/fers, and the lives of Chriſtians be 
both filenced together ? Shall poor ſinners neither hear any 
thing from us, nor ſee any thing from you, that may help them 
to Chriſt > The Lord have mercy then upon the poor World, 
and pity it, for its.caſe is deſperate. Oput on as the Ele& of 
God, bowels of mercy. ' Deſtroy not by the looſeneſs of 
your converſations ſo many ſouls.3 for your ſcandalous miſ- 
carriages are like a bag of poiſon put into the ſpring, which 
{upplies the whole City with Water. 

Seconaly, Another uſe God hath for it is to recover and ſalve the 
Creait of Religion,” which by tht Apoſtacies of hypocrites and ſcan- 
aalous falls of careleſs Chriſtians is wounded and expoſed to con- 
tempt. Much reproach by this means is brought upon Religi- 
on, and how ſhall that reproach be rolled away, but by your 
ricineſs and purity ? By this the world muſt be convinced 
that 
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that all are not ſo. . Though ſome be a blot to the name of 
Chriſt, yet others are his glory. The more others ſlur and 
diſgrace Religion, the more God expects you co honour and 
adorn it. I remember Chry/otow brings in the perſecutors 
ſpeaking to two renowned Martyrs after this manner, 1922 
videtis alios veſtri ordinis hoc fecifſe? (1. e. ) why are you fo 
nice and ſcrupulous ? See you not that others of your rank and 
profeſſion have done theſe things > To which: they returned 
this brave anſwer, Nos hac potiſſumum. ratione viriliter ſtabimus, 
(i. e. ) have they done it? For that very reaſon we will 
Rand it out like men, and will never yield to it. There.is an 
holy Artiperifaſis in the zeal of, a Chriſtian, which makes ir 
like fire burn moſt vehemently. in the coldeſt weather. If 
men make void. God's Law, therefore, will David love his 
Commandments above Gold, P/al. 119. 127. If there be ma- 
ny Pendletons among- profeſſors, who will betray Chriſt and 
his truth to ſave their flelh ; God will have ſome Sazders to 
repair that breach. by their conſtancy and courage in appear- 
ing for them. | | 
Thirdly, God makes uſe of it for. the encouragement of his 
Miniſters, who labour among you. And indeed it is of no ſmall 
uſe to refreſh their hearts, and ſtrengthen their hands in their 
painful work. ow we live (faith the Apoſtle) if ye tand faſt 
in the Lord, 1 Thel: 3. 8. He ſpeaks as if their very lite lay at 
the mercy of the people, becauſe ſo much of the joy and com- 
fort of it is wrapt up in their Regularicy and ſtedfaſtneſs. God 
knows what an hard Province his poor Miniſters have, and 
how many diſcouragements attend them in their work. * Hear 


how one of them expreſſes it. © Every drop that hath fallen PR TO 
* from our heart and head, from our eye-lids, andeye-brows, ** ©» 
« ſhall be all gathered up, and put as Marginal Notes by all *? * 


* our Labours, and all put into one Volume rogether, and this 
«© Volume put into your hands -at the great day, and opened 
« leaf after leaf, and read diſtin&ly and exactly to you. Mir 
© nifters would not be gray-headed ſo ſoon, nor die-(o faſt. . 
& notwithſtanding their great labours ; if they were bur ſuc- 


« ceſsful: but this cuts the heart,and makes vs bleed in ſecrec; ]. 


& that though: we do much,yet it comes to nothing, -Our work 
* dies, therefore we die : not:ſo much that we labour, bae 
* chat we labour in vain-We can fend none out of the Hoſpital 


* where we are Phyſitians,upon two Legs, When our Mioiſtry 
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© petrifies, turns hearts into ones, and theſe taken up and 
<* thrown at us, theſe kill us. The recoyling of our pains kill 
*n3. When our peace returns to us, when we ſpend our 
« ſtrength ro make men more nought . than they were, this 
© wounds our hearts, which ſhould be conſidered by finners, 
*ro kill ones (elf, and ones Miniſter too, who would fave 
* him 3 what a bloody condition is this? 

Chriſtians, you hear our caſe, you ſee our work, now a 
little ro cheer our ſpirits in the midſt of our hard and killing 
labours, God ſends us to you for a little refreſhment, that by 


beholding your holy and heavenly converſation, your chearful 


obedience, and ſweet agreement in the ways of God ; we 
may becomforted over all theſe troubles, 2 The/. 1. 3, 4. And 
wy _- wound and kill our hearts too? Oh ! what a cut will 
this be ! þ 

Fourthly, God hath further uſe for the. holineſs of your lives, 
this ſerves to dannt the hearts, and over-aw the conſciences of his 
and your enemies: And ſometimes it hath had a ſtrange influ- 
ence, and effect upon them. There is a great deal of awful 
Majeſly in holineſs, and when it ſhines upon the confcience 
of a wicked man, it makes him ſtoop, and do obeyſance to it. 
Which turns to a Teſtimony for Chriſt and his ways before 
the world. Thus Herod was over-awed by the ſtrict and holy 
life of John, he feared him, je rom that he was a Juſt man 
and a holy, and obſerved (or preſerved aid ſaved) him. 

That bloody Tyrant was convinced in his conſcience of the 
worth and excellency of that ſervant of God, anc was forced 
to reverence him for his holineſs. So Darins, Dan. 6. 14, 
18, 19, 20, What conflicts had he in himſelf about Dane! 
whom he had condemned, his conſcience condemned him, for 
condemning fo holy and righteous a perſon: Ther the Ring 
went t9 his Palace, and paſſed the night in faſting ; neither were in- 
ffruments of Muſick brought before him, and his ſleep went from him. 
He goes early in the morning tothe Den, and cries with alamentable 
voice, O Daniel] ſervant of the living God. How much is this 
for the honour of holineſs, that ir conquers rhe very perſecu- 
tors of it ; and makes them ſtoop to the meaneſt ſervant of 


* God! Tis ſaid of Henry the ſecond of France, that he was ſo 


daunted by the heavenly Majeſty of a poor Taylor that was 
burat before him, that he went home {ad, and vowed that 
he would never be preſent at the death of fuch men, any ——wa 

en 
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When Yalence the Emperor came in perſon to apprehend Bu- 
f1, he ſaw fuch Majeſty in his very countenance, that he ree!'d 
at the very fight of him; and had fallen backward to the 
ground, had not his ſervants ſtept in to ſapport him. O holi- 
neſs, holineſs, thou art a conquerour. So much as you ſheiy 
of it in your lives, ſo muck you preſerve your intereſt in the 
conſciences of your enemies. Let dowa this, and they deſpiſe 
you preſently, 

Fifthly, And laſtly, God will u{e the purity of your converſatis” «5; 
ons to Tudge and convince the world in the great day. *'Tis true Cum ergo fi- 
the world ſhall be Judged by the Goſfpe), but your lives ſhall fe!es ſeiluri 
alſo be produced as a Commentary upon it, and God will not nnd * 
only thew them by the Word how they ought to have lived, ;; ae ae 
but bring forth your lives and wavs to ſtop their mouths, by debet not de 
ſhewing how others did live. And this I fuppoſe is intended 4utoritate 
in that Text, 1 Cor. 6. 2. The Saints ſhall Fudge the world, yea, "es poteitate 
we ſhall Fudge Angels, that is, our examples are to condemn 4" Is __ 
their lives and practices, as Noab, Heb. 11.7. is faid to con- (:.) de <5 
demn the world by building the Ark, (7. e.) his faith in quod, £:4xi 
the threatning, and obedience ro the command, condemned {**t ia Chri- 
their ſupineneſs, infidelity, and diſobedience. They ſaw him "gx 2x *Q 
every day about that work, diligently preparing for a deluge, neon. rip 
and yet were not moved with the like fear that he was 3 this ne ſententiz 
left them inexcuſable. So when God ſhall fay in that day to * Chriſto l:- 
the careleſs world, did you not ſee the- care, and diligence, *** 4-c-:5- 
the holy zeal, warchfulneſs, and ſelf-denial of my people, who 5; 03: £* 
lived among you? How many times have they been watching fcatione «4- 
and praying when you have been drinking or ſleeping !! Was tione Mini- 
it not eafie to reflect when you ſaw their pains and diligence z {{<1ii& con- 
have not I a foul: to look after as well as they; a Heaven to IR, 
win or loſe, as well as they ? Oh, how ſpeechleſs and inexcu- tjone vitz- 
fable will this render wicked men, yea it ſhall not be only corem cum 
aſed to Judge them, bur Azgels alſo. How many ſhocks of vita injuſio- 
temptations have poor Szints ſtood ; when as they fel! with- gry, OR: 
out a Tempter. They food not in their integrity, though ping 
created in ſuch exceMenc natures ; how much chen are you tur. $3nop7. 
concerned on this very account allo, to walk exactly ! If not, pris They. 
inſtead of Jadeing them; you thall be condemned with chem, £: 775: 

And thus you fee what uſe your lives and actions {hall be 
put to, and are theſe inconfiderzvle uſes ? Is the winning o- 
yer ſouls to God a {mall matter? Is the {alvins the honour 2nd 
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reputation of godlineſs a ſmall matter ? Is the encouraging the 
_ hearts, and ſtrengthening thethands of God's poor Miniſters 
amidſt their ſpending killing labours a ſmall matter ? Is the 
awing of the conſciences of your enemies, and Judging them 
in the laſt day a light thing > Which of theſe can you call fo ? 

O then fince you 2re thus oblzzed to holineſs of life. Thus 
fogularly 2/iFed for it: and ſince there are ſuch great depen- 
dencies upon it, and uſes for it both now and in the world to 
come 3 ſee that ye be holy in all manner of converſation. See 
that as ye have received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo ye walk in him, 
Always remembring that for this very end Chriſt hath redeem- 
- ed or delivered you ont of the hands of your enemies, that you might 
ſerve him without fear in righteouſneſs and holineſs all the days of 
your lives, Luk. 1:74,75- And to how little purpoſe w$ll be 
all that I have preacht, and you have heard of Chriſt, if it be 
not converted into practical godlineſs ? This is the ſcope and 
defign of it all. | 

And now Reader, thou art come to the laſt. leaf of this 
Treatiſe of Chriſt, ic will be but a little while and thou ſhalt 
.come to the laſt Page or Day of thy life; and thy laſt moment 
in that day. Wo, to thee, wo and alas for ever, if intereſt in 
this bleſſed Redeemer be then to get. The world affords not 
a ſadder fight, than a poor Chriſtleſs ſon] ſhivering upon the 
brink of Eternity. . To ſee the poor ſoul that now begins to 
awake outof its long dream, at its entrance into the world of 
realities,.to ſhrink back into the body, andcry, O 7 can, 
1 dare not die» And then the tears run down. Lord, what 
will become of me ? O what ſhall be my eternal Lor ? This 
I fay, is a fad fight as the world affords. That this may not 
be thy caſe. reflect upon what thou haſt read in theſe Sermons; 
Judge thy (elf in the light of them. Obey the calls of the 
Spirit in them. Let not thy ſlight and formal Spirit float vp- 
on the ſurface of theſe truths, like a feather upon the vater ; 
but get chem deeply infixed upon thy Spirit, by the Spirit of 
the Lord; turning them into life and power upon thee. And 
ſo animating the whole courſe and tecour of thy converſation 
by them, that it may proclaim to all that know thee, that thou 
& --y who eſteemeſt al] robe but droſs, that thou maiſt win 

Iriſt. 
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out in ſix particulars, p. 428, 429. 
a Cbarater of Chrifts excellency. 


458, KC. 
Chriſt's glorious Majeſly. 525, 528 
Church ſafe, and why. 527 


Circumciſion 4 great abaſement to 
Chriſt, and that two ways. 212 
Comfortable indeed that he who aſ.- 
ſumed our Nature is God. $Z 
Company, the very beſt ſometimes a 
burden. 259 
Commiſſion of Chriſt great ſecurity to 
oar faith. | G1 
 Committing the ſoul to Chriſt implies 
ſix great things in it , 440, &C, 
Seven excellent grounds of encourage- 
ment to this laſt, and great work, 
443, GC. 
Concourſe, or co-operation of both. Na- 
tures in ChriſPs Mediatory Works. 


84 

Confeſſion, when, and why our duty. 
. 280 

Confidence in men a folly, 275 


Conſcience how overborn by fleſhly 
intereſts, 286, Rules to prevent 
it, 286, 287. Its inward troubles 
dreadful. ibid. 

Conſecration of Chriſt, what it 1s. 

67, &C. 
321, 

322 


Conſtancy in Religion urged. 


Content with our preſent ſtate how ra- x 


tonal. | 169 
Court that tried Chriſt had no au- 
thority ſo to do. 277 
"Covenant of Redemption, 22. The 


Form, Federates, and performance 
of that Covenant opened ,*:23. 
The new Covenant , how ChriſPs 
death confirmed and ratified it. 4.32, 
403 
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| Croſs of Chriſt, three ſweet Conſidera- 
tions to bear it cheerfully, Þ. 3171. 
The Croſs of Chriſt a dignified Croſs. 
322, CC. 
| Cup: What it fagnifies in Scripture, 
P- 252. What the paſſing of it is, 
| 253 
; Curſe: that may prove the ſel 
curſe from which men promiſe them - 
' ſelves much content. '273, 
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Be fairly overcome, and that 
| 1m its own territories, by the 
ReſurredFion of Chriſt. 5009 
Death of the Croſs, what it was, open- 
ed in ſix properties, P. 502, &C. 
The manner of Crucifying, ÞP. 306. 
Why Chriſt was crucified. 307 
Death, Chriſt choſe to meet it in 4 
praying poſture, p. 250, &Cc. ChriſPs 
Death the worſt death for kind. 303 
Death, not to be feared by Believers, 
P. 500. Their duty to long for it, 
- P- 170. Souls not ordinarily wrougbt 
0n at Death, p. 393, &Cc. Choxce 
encouragements to Believers againſt 
the fear of Death, 464, &C. 
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how great, pure, and conſtant, p. 15. 
How tranſcendent to all other delights 
in the World. 16 
Defe&. The finiſhing of Chriſt's work 
how great a relief againſt the defects 
that attend our works, 431 
Deliverance from wrath obtained by 
Chriſt, 1s free, full, peculiar, won- 
derful, 470, 471. Three ſagns of 
a ſoul delivered from wrath to come. 
473, 474 


Deſer- 
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Deſertion, Chriſt deſerted by his Fa- 
ther 1n time of greateſt need. 399,&Cc. 

- Deſertions either abſolute, or reſpec- 
tive, 399. ReſpeFive Deſertions 
of four ſorts, p. 400. How Chriſt 
was not deſerted, opened in /ix 
particulars , ibid. 
Chriſt was deſerted, opened in five 
particulars, gol, 402, Two ſpe- 
cial ends of Gods forſaking Chriſt, 
403. Chris Deſertion more af- 
flitive than all his other Sufferings, 
frve Reaſons for it, 404, 405. Every 
time we ſin we deſerve to be eternally 
deſerted. 405 
Deſertion the greatef miſery. 406, 
ChrifPs deſertion the Believers com- 
fort. . 407 
Deſpiſing Chriſt bow intolerable to the 
Father. 39, 42 
Dying Parents preſented with a pattern. 
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Dignity of Chriſt proclaimed and de- 
fended. by one of bis greateſt enemies. 
316, QC. 

The Doctrine of Chriſt the moſt excel- 
lent doQtrine, 3, 4, &c. Its know- 
ledg ſufficient to eur ſalvation. 6 
Do&rines, what their proper teſtk. 99 
Duties, even the beſt need Chriſt's Sa- 
crifice toprocure their acceptance. 125 
Duties of Children to their Parents 14 
fix particulars opened. 373, &C. 
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| 2694 They that are full of grace, 
may be empty of the Creature. 219 
Ends of Chriſt's death principally four, 

what they are, opened at large. 
69 —482 
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They that continue ſo, periſh inexcu- 
ſably. 364 
Enemy, how dreadful an enemy God 
7s, 479 
Enemies of $4ints not to be feared. 527 
Engage, When men firf# engage in a . 
way of (in, they know not where they 
ſhall ſtop, 272. How dangerous 
to engage azaims? perſons or ways 
till ſatisfied they are wicked. 360 
Entertainment of Chriſt in Heaven 
'. moſt magnificent and giorious. 510 
Errors about the Meſſiah which blind- 
ed the Jews in his day, 357, &c. 
| . S$:x Errors about the Hypoſtatical 
Union. 49, 50 
Eſteem of Chri## for Believers great. 29 
Evening, to find mercy in the Even- 
ing i our life, how great mercy. 395 
Evidences, five Evidences of our Re- 
ſurredF1on.to eternal life, 503, 504. 
Evidences that Chri## hath compleat- 
ed and finiſhed Redemption-work. 


30, 431 


Exaltation of Chri#, how ek to be 
conſidered therein, 485. What were 
the grounds of it, ibid. What the 
Comforts reſulting from it. 486 
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| Aith, the neceſſity of jt to pardon 
and peace, 123, &c. Its power 

to thaw, and melt the heart, 296. 
Heart-melting atFs of Faith,296.&c. 
How it appears that Faith is @ rarity . 

in the World. | 299 
Faith the proper inſtrument to raiſe 
affettions. ibid. 
Father 5 how aſtoniſhing his Love was 
in giving Chrift for us, 35, &c. How 
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Fear of Creatures how expelled, 195 Chri#t was the highef manifeſtation 


Forgetfulneſs of Chris foreſeen by of the Father”s love. 35, KC. 
bim, 245, What an<vil to forget | God, What hand he has about /3n. 302 


Chri}t, ibid; | Goſpel fal/ly charged, as the cauſe of 
Forgiveneſs with God for the worFt of diſcord. | 359 
fanners demonſtrated, 308. To tor- , Government of Chrif# how ſad and 
give Enemies, and beg forgivencſs dangerous to refuſe it, 182. Our 
for them 15 Chri$F- like, 365, What great .concernment to undcſtand 
fraternal Forgiveneſs 15 not, 365, wooſe Government we are under. 
366, What it 15, 366. The ex- 183 
cellencies of it. 357 | Grace, one drop of it better than a 
Forgiveneſs is with God for ſuch as | Sea of gifts. | 2,74 
perſecute Chrif# and bis ways igno- | Grave, 4 Believer carries ſix incomm- 
rautly, 361. What divine For- parable privileges with him to the 
giveneſs 5, 361, 362, Four Ar- Grave, and what they arc. 464.,&Cc. 
guments to prove the poſſibility of | Great and learned men great et ene- 
Forgiveneſs to the penitent ſinner, | mics 10 ChriFF, 2809 
362. 363. Tbecertainty of pardon 
for bumbled fanners. 363 H. 


Forerunner, in what ſenſe Chri#t 1s ſo H 
509 LAndofGod, what it is. 439,52 
Forſake, God may for a time forſake { Happineſs of Saints, objedtive, ſub- 
his deareſt Children, 410. A two- i | jeFrve, and formal, what, aud bow 
fold admonition for ſuch a time.q.10, they differ. 167, 168 
41l Heart of Chri#t heavy at his death 


Foundation, what cauſe all Profeſſors | ſhould 'make ours the lighter when 


. bave to examine it, 294. 295 we die, 261. Hardneſs of Heart 
Friend, Chri## betrayed by a pretended how dangerous a ſymptom, 299. 
Friend. 264 Brokenneſs of heart how great a 
Future ſtate sf happineſs, or miſery | Mercy, 300 
after this life , evinced by five Ar- | Heaven will. be ſurprizingly glorious to 
guments. 384, &c. Believers, 391 
Hell, the terrour of it. 420, 421 

G. Holineſs of God the rule and pattern 


| of our Holineſs in four particulars. 

Ethſemane, what it /zgnifies, and 76 
G where that Garden is /ituate. | Holineſs the Image and glory of God, 

251 1 481. ThebeS evidence for Heaven, 

Gift, Chri the bef+ gift that ever | 75,481. A ſpring of comfort in 

God gave. 33 the way thither, ibid. Awful 21a- 

Given, how Chri# was given by the jefty m it, 570. The diſcrimina- 

Father, 34. How the Giving of ting mark, 549. Urged upon the 
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"Redeemed by many great Arguments. 
544 ad finem. 


honour Chri5#, 209. Four ſpecial 
ways of bonouring Chriſt, 209, 210 
Hour. The ninth hour what it was, 
and bow the Day was divided by the 
Fews 398 
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' and ended. 
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A Dreadful Jar betwixt God and 
us, evinced by ChrifÞs Medi- 


ation. 80 
Jealous, what cauſe Profeſſors have 
to be ſo. 


33 
Ignorance of Chri#t, matter of bu- 
miliation, 7. Natural Ignorance 
of men implied in Chriſt's Propheti- 
cal office. 92 
Ignorance , the cauſe of enmity to 
Chrift, 356. Two ſorts of Igno- 
rance. 357 

Ignorant incouraged to wait on Chr; 
on three grounds, 111,112. Rea- 
ſons why the Fews were ignorant 
who Chri#t was, tho they heard bis 
Atrracles. 357, 358 
Illuſtrations of the Myſtical Union, 48 
Imitation of Chri# preſſed. 72, 73 
Implacable ſpirvts oppoſite to ChriF. 
364 


Impoſlibility of ſalvation to them that 
know not Chris. 71 
Impotency of man to reconcile bim- 
ſelf. 160, 161 
Infidelity, how unreaſonable. G1 
Infirmities of our nature tenderly ſeu- 
ſed by Chris, $2 


Importunity #7 prayer warrantable, 
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Ingratitude of the World to Chrif# how 


Vile, 


21 
Honour , how Saints are engaged to | Inheritance purchaſed by Chrif# what, 


and how great, 165, 166. Hww 
ncedful to clear our title to this In- 
heritance, 171 
Innocency of Saints will be indicated. 
324 


Humiliation of Chris, when it began Inſtitution of Ordinances Chri/?s pre- 
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ropative, 237 
ſtruments «ſed by Chrift in govern- 
- #ng tbe World. © I91 
Interceſſion of Chris moſt valid, 1 4.2. 
What it is, and by what ads he per- 
forms it, 139—142. Whether it 
be vocal, or only efficacious. 141 
Coriſt and his diſhonour, bow rea- 


ſonable. 88 


| Interelt in Chriſt our great concern- 
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| Kingdom of Chriſt in the ſoul how ob- 
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ment, IS, FO2, &c. 
Judas, who and what he was, 265. 
What the true motives that inſtiga- 
ted him to that ſin were, 268, His 
fearful end. ibid. 
Judgment committed to Chrif, 532. 
Ewvidences of a Judgment to come, 
533. What a great day it will be, 
and why, 535. The properties of 
it, 535, &c. It is for Chris 


honour. 538 
Juſtice ir ſef diſcharges the Believer. 
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Ing, what manner of King Chriſt 

ts to the Saints. 185 

Kingly power of Chrift exerciſed over 
Believers. I 

tained, 175, &c. How Chriſt ad- 
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miniſters his ſpiritual Kingdom, ji 18, herein &94's love was chiefly 
opened in five atts thereof, 178, &C. | manifeſted, 81, 423. The love 
Spiritual privileges of Chriſis King- of the Father and Son, not to be com- 
dom, 181. Five diſcoveries of 02r pared but admired, 64. Chriſt's 
ſubjefion to Chriſt's Kingdom. 183 | love to the Saints the faireſt pattern, 
Know ; Some know Chris, yet as to 75. The ardency of Chriſt's love 
themſelves better they did not. +7 to Sinners, 82. Saints obliged to 
Knowledg of Chrif# the very kernel love Chriſt, 209. The great cvi- 
of Scripture, 3. Fundamental to all dence of the ſtrength of ChriſPs love. 
Graces, Duties and Comforts, 3, 4. 201, &C. 
Very profound, noble and ſweet, 4,5. 
Preferr's to all other Knowledg, 6. M. 
Not to be concealed by the diſpenſers 
of it, 10. To whom we muſt go for Ma of perſons given by the Fa-. 
knowledg, 111. Eminent know- | ther to Chris, 30. Five 
ledg, buwit aggravates ſin. 270: marks to diſcover the SubjeFs of 
CbriſF's Kingdom, 183. No marks 
L. | of grace more dangerous, than thoſe 
that come neareſt true ones. 294. 
Aw. what need to pray for good | Mediator, Chriſt is ſo according to both © 
Laws, and good Executioners of | his natures, 84. What the import 
them. : 285 | of the word 1s, 79. Five things 1m- ' 
Lazineſs in prayer, condemned. 261 Phed in Chris being a Mediator, . 
Leaving; Our fears of God's final leav- | 80, &c. Chri#t the true, and only 
ing us, how cured. 407 Mediator, evinced by three argu- 
Life, how Chriſt was humbled in his ments, 83. How dangerous to join 
life, opened in divers particulars. any other Mediators with Chriſt. 86 
212, &c. | Meekneſs under Abuſes Chris#-like, 
Light; Divine Light infuſed by Chriſt, 365. How dangerous to abuſe meek. 
94. Thrce excellent jroperties of i ſpirits, 369, A pattera of meekneſs 
it, 108, 1cg. Thrce great diffe- i propoſed. ibid, 
rences betwixt common, and ſaving | Mercies of Believers brought forth with 
Light, 113. A Caution againſt | great difficulty. 313 
. unthankfulneſs for , and abuſe of | Miniſters, the beſt rule to meaſure them 
Light. 114 { and their doGrine by, 100. Their © 
Little words, yea Syllables and Letters, | eſſential Bualifications,- 100, &C. . 
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Myw great a weight may hang .91 4 ſerious Caution to Miniſters, 9g. . 
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xs? 's care, and watch Prowi- | invade the Office of the Minultry,and 


ry God permits it, 63, Neceſſity of 
' :nding Miniſtry urged. 96, 97 
Miſery 
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Miſery of the Ignorant opened in divers 
particulars, 109 
Moſes and Chri compared. 90 
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Ature, our nature not united to 
Cbriſt conſubſtantially , pby- 

fically, or myſtically 44 
Necellity of a PrieFt evinced. 119 
Night; Chris laſt night on earth how 
employed. 237, 252 


O. 
Bedience to Chriſt muſt be untver- 


ſal, 91. Evidential of our m- 
tere$t in him. 183 
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Ain ; there may be much pain, but 
|, 180 curſe in a Believey*s death, 310 
Pains of Chriſt how great on the Croſs, 
414. Inthree reſpe#s greater than 
what the Damned feel in Hell, 417 
Pardon, God no loſer in pardoning the 
greateſt of ſanners. 159 

| Parents prayers for their Children , 
how beneficial. 235 

| Patience of Chrift, almighty patience, 
344. Excellent properties of Pati- 
| ence, 345. The grounds and rea- 
ſons of Chris Patience, 346, &c. 
Eight excellent helps to Patience, 
349, &C. 
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Oblation of Chri#, the fountain of | Pattern, ChriſPs deſertion the pattern 


our be mercies, 136, 137. 
matter of Chrift*s Oblation , bts 
own Soul and Body, 128, 129. The 
precionſneſs of that Oblation. 129 
Obligations to holineſs from.God the 
Father, 546. From Christ, 550. 


From the Spirit. 5J5l. From OUT 
felves, 553. From our Enemuics, 
557 


Offices, what offices Chriſt was ſealed 
0, 56, 57 
Old men in an unconverted ftate ob- 
jeds of great pity. 396 
Oppoſition to Chrift knowingly. how 
dreadful. | 359 
Ordinances of Chri##, ther great effi- 
cacy, and whence it ariſes, 63, 
No power to operate on the heart in 
themſelves, 1c6. Not to be de- 
_ ....-. 
Overplus of merit in Chris ſatisfatti- 
0n, whence ut is. 161, CC. 
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of ours, in fix veſpe@s. 407 
| Patterns of -bolineſs, who are ſo. 571 
| PerfeQtion :mojoid, SubjefFive, and 
| F ffe@ive, butch found 1a Chriſt. 427 
Perſecution followed Chrift from the 

| Cradle :0 the C roſs, 212. The 
| greateFt picty exemjts not mY we 
| Perſon of Chrit extraordinary. 70 
' Pilate who, and what he was. 281 
Policy of Satan in chuſ;ng inſtruments. 
2764 

Poverty of Chrift how preat, 214 
Prayer, . a4 proper means to encreaſe 
 Kknowledg. 98, 99 
| Prayers of Saints preſented by ChriFF, 
_  142.Chri# 's laFt prayer what it was 
for the matter of it, 252—25F. 
IWhat for quality, 256. A ſingular 
relief againF#t troubles, to pray. 258 
Predication of the properties of each na- 
ture in concreto, proper. 47. 48 


Preferment 


Chris. 18 


Prieſthood of Chri#t implies / þ x things, 
117,118. The neceſſity of it evin= 


 cedupon a double ground, 119, 120. 
He appears before God for us. 152 
Prejudices again## Religion for its 


profeſſors ſake bow unjust. 273 | 
Price, what Chris go being ſo 
called implies, "8: Þ 


Properties of eachNature diſtin@, not- 
withſtanding the hypoſtatical union 


in Chrif?. 46 
Prophet, Cbriſt is ſo, 90. The in- 


ternal and principal. part of his pro- | 


phetical Office opened. I 04, &C. 

Proſperity 3 the ready way to attamn it, 
196, Five things to be ſtudied in it. 
198 

Proverb of Sparta, 372. Fewiſh one, 
214. One uſed in Gallen's time. 
322 
Providence, its general influx on all 
creatures, aud their motion, 187,&c. 
Chriſt rules the providential Xing- 
dom by ſeven ads, 188, &c. Its 

* Over-ruling wicked Counſel, 189,190, 
320 

Purchaſe. Chri/s Blood purchaſed a 
rich Inheritance for tbe Saints, 16 653 
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Econciliation with God, its na- 
ture, medium, continuation, 
operties and terms, opened, 476. 
Why effeted by Chriſt's death. 477 
Redemption of Souls coſtly, 158. 
The finiſhing of it by Chriſt neceſſary 


on 4 threefold account. 427 
Rejecting knowledg dangerous. 10 
Reung Cbriſt = fatal. 85 
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Religion Chriſtian incomparably ſweet 
and ſatisfying to the Conſcience, 122. 
What cauſe men have to bleſs God 
for it. 123 

Remembrance of Chri## what it is , 
opened at large, 240. What it in 
clades, 1bid.- Its uſefulneſs. 242 

Reſt ; 0 expedFation of reſting, till 
we bave done working, and finning, 
529. Four things break a Saint's 
reſt on earth. $30 

Reſurre&tion of Chriſt the certainty 
of it, 490. The abſurdities follow- 
ing the denial of it, 49t. The man- 
ner of it opened in many particulars, 
4.92, &c. It was the ReſurreQtion 
of the Saints Head and TOnee 
tive. 

Reſurre&tion of Saints the felt "f 
Chriſt's ReſurreFion three ways, 495. 
The agreement of our ReſurreQtion 
with Chriſt's, opened 1n five panes 
lars. 


Retracting what we have profe felled ar or 
done for Chriſt , condemned by Pi- 
late's exanple. 4 322 


Revelations of God's will by "Feſus 
Cbriſt various, 94. Gradual, ibid. 
Plain, 95. Powerful, ibid.” Af- 
/ as 96. Pure, ibid. Per- 

ithid, 
RiEttconſnek, how dangers to join 
any thing of our own with Chriſt's 
in point of Juſtification, 16a 
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GArrament a ſpecial pledg of m_— s 
care and love. 3,&c. 
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Sacramental Bread and ine, whence 
their excellency, 238 
Saints, their ſecurity for ſalvation , 
from whence it 15, 232 
SanRification of Chriſt r<ſ::&s us, 
70, 71. Our Sanftification the beſt 

' evidence of cur interc/! in a ſanQi- 
fied Jeſus. 75 
Satisfaction to Gcd neceſſary to our 
reconciliation, 115. God ſtood upon 
full ſatisfaction, ibid. No meer 


man can ſatisfy God, 120. ChriſÞPs | 
death made fui ſatisfaction for /n, | 


151. What divine ſatisfaction #, 
152. Five things imported an the 
fatisfation of Chri# , 152, &c. 
Errors about the ſatisfaQtion of Chriſt 
refuted, 155. Divers objedions 
anſwered about it, 156,157. All 
thoughts of ſatisfying God by our 
ſelves to be abandoned. 160 
Sealing of Chrii#, what it imports, 
57, 58. How God the father ſeal- 
ed bim, 59,60. Why Chriſt muſt be 


ſealed befbre be would a&F as Media- 


#0r,60,61. How many ways the Spirit 
ſeals us, 65. His ſealing us an 
evidence of Chriſts being ſealed for 
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Security of Believers argued from 


ChriX#'s Mediation. 87 
Self-denial of Chrif# for us, 17. For 
Chri#t how reaſonable. I9 


Sentence given againſt Chrift what it 
was, opened in ſix particulars, 233. 
In what manner Chriſt received his 
Sentence. 2; 

Services accidentally done for Chriſt 
unacceptable. 

Signs in the Sacrament of the Supper 
are of three ſorts, 241, 243 
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that appears, 153. The borrid na- 
ture of Sin opened. 419 
Sitting at Gods right hand, what it 
mports, opened in ſeven particu- 
lars, 522, &c, The Saints ſitting 
with Chriſt, what an advancement 
to them, 526, Chriſt tobe eyed in 
prayer as ſitting at Goa's right band, 
528. Chriſt did not it, till be bad 
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ſtniſned his work, nor muſt we. 529 
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whom we fhall have no Society with 

in Heaven. 273 
Sorrow, what it is, 291, Diſtin- 
guiſhed into babitual, afFual, natu- 
ral, ſupernatural. ibid, 
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Temptations of Chriſt, fierce, vari- 

' ous, and tedious, 215. The great 

relief in temptation, 220. Suta- 

ble temptations greatly bazard our 
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Thirſt, proper and figurative, 412. 

A great Affiidion, 413. Chriſt's at- 

tributed to a double cauſe. 414, &Cc, 
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tians muſt fimſh their work 4s 
Chriſt did bis, 4.37. Three rouſing 
Conſiderations to ſuch whoſe work | 
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Cbriſts was. ibid. | 
World, what a potent Conqueror, 273 


The TABLE. 


| 


| 


Wrath of God, bow dreadful, 288, | 


293: Chriff's Soul felt the wrath 
of God, the aggravated wrath of 
God, 416, 417. How Chriſt deli- 
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Converſation : A neceſſary Pre- 
parative to the World's Diſſoluti- 
on, and the eſcaping Future Burn- 


INgS- 

—againſt the Quakers. 

= The beſt Gifr, or God's Call to 
Young Men for their Hearts. 


Books of Mr. Richard Baxter. 


Baxters Directions for Weak -dif- 
cemper'd Chriſtians. | 
A Treatiſe of Jaſtification, &c. a- 
- gainſt Dr. Tal. : My 
A full and eafie Satisfation{which 1s 
the true Religion. | 
The Cure of Ctuurch-Diviſions. 
A Key for Catholicks to open the 
jugling of che Jeſuits. _ 
Defence of the Nonconformilts Plea 
for Peace, againlt Cheyey. 
More Proofs for Infant Clurch- 
Member ſhip, againſt Tombes. 
T 


A Catalogue of "Books, 


Political Aphoriſms, or Holy Com- 
mon- Wealth. 

Scripture Goſpel defended, againſt 
Dr. Criſpe. 

Againſt the revolt to a Foreign Juriſ- 
diction 3 which would be to Eg- 
laxd, its Perjury , Church Ruine 
and Slavery: In wo Parts. 1. The 
Hiſtory of Mens Endeavours to 
introduce it. 2. Confutation of 
all Pretences for it. | 

His dying Thoughts. 

The certainty of , the Worlds of Spi- 
rits, Fc. - 

Baxter's [mmortality of the Soul. 

More Reaſons for Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. 

Two Diſputations of Original Sin. 

Now or Never : Counſel to Young 


Men. 
Of Death and Judgment. | 
Succeſhve Viſtbility of che Church; 
Of Confirmation and Reſtauration. 
Cain and Abel-Malignity s that is, 
Enmity to ſerious Godlineſs, &c. 
deſcribed, lamented. 
His Call to the unconverted. 
His Proteſtant Religion ſtated. 

The Grand Queſtion reſolved, what 
we muſt do to be ſaved,” © 
Two Sheets for the Miniſtry, againſt 

the Malignants of all forts. 
Inſtructions for the Sick, a Sheer. 
A Dialogue between Fleſh and Spi- 
rit: a Sheet. 


Allen's Glory of Chriſt. 

Aſty of rejoicing. 

Sir Charles Woolſely's unrealonableneſs 
of Atheiſm. 

Antiſezzo, Anſwer to Dr. Sherleck. 

Lanton's Speculuam Juventutis, 

Di:ienarium Minus : A Compendi- 


ous. 


ous Dictionary, Ergli/h-Latin, and 
Latin-Engliſh wherein the Cla(- 
{ical Words of both Languages 
are aptly rendred: Alſo the recei- 
ved Names of Herbs, Plants, &c. 
largely inſerted; divers Proverbs 
explained; and many Antiquities 
!luſtrated. The Second Edition. 
By Chriſtopher Waſe , Superiour 
Beadle of the Civil Law in Oxford. 


Small Oftavo, and T welves. 


Aſlemblies Confeſſion of Faith, 
with proofs at large. 

Allen's Alarm to the unconverted.. 

Angier's Lite. 

Adam's Catechiſm. 

Amirant's Sacramental Diſcourſes. 

Barton's Hymns, in 6 Centuries. 

Baxter of Nonconformity to the 
World. 

Drinkharſt's Life and Death. 

Burgeſ;s Call to Sinners. 

—Seaſonable Queſtion. _ 

— Advice to Parents and Children. 

—18 Direcions for Converſion, 

—Man's whole Duty. 

—At Mrs. Ur/uls Collins's Funeral. 

— At webb's Funeral, 

—At Mr. Hrs Funeral. 

— Three Queſtions. 

Bunyan's Advice to Sufferers, | 

Billingſley's Believers daily Exerciſe. 

Hevery of Schiſm, ; 

Vindication of Mr. Henery of Schiſm. 

Holy Talk, or a Reconciling Cate- 
chiſm. 

Goſpe!-Call, in Metre. : 

Vincent's Principles of the Doctrine 
of Chrilt. | 

Firmin, of Baptiſm, 

Petto of Baptilm. 7. 
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—— his Catechiſm: 

Bagſhaw of Infant-Baptiſm. 

Devil of Maſcor, 

Corbet of Schiſm, 

Parſon's (caſonable Counſel to afflic- 
ted People. 

Horton's Word in ſeaſon. 

Featlys Fountain of Tears. 

Mackenzy's Virtuoſo, or the Religious 
Stoick. 

—— of Solitude. 

Briages's Sinfulneſs of Sin. 

Byfield's Principles and Pattern of 
wholſome Words. 

Bury's Soveraign Antidote againſt 


Death, 
Church's Chriſtians daily Monitor. - 
Calys Glimpſe of Eternity. 
Eſop explained, . in Engii/h.and Latin 
Verſe. . 
Fuller's Rule to uſe the World. 
—— A Treatiſe of Grace and Duty. - - 
FlavePs Saint indeed. 
—— Token for Mourners. 
Gouge's Faith of dying 7acob, 
Hamphrey's Axe laid to the root of. 
Separation. 
— - Private Pſalter. 7 
Hotchkss's Reformation or Ruine.' 
Heywood's Chriſt diſplayed.” 
—[/rael's Lamentation after the Lord. 
Hickock's SErMONS: | 
Hiſtory of Moderation. | 
faneway's Lite. oy 
— Saint's Encouragement. 
Biſhop Kidder of the Education of . 
Youth. 
Lobb's Glory of Free Grace, 
Clark, of Scandal. ; 
Lye's Explanation of the Aſſemblies -. 
Catechiſm. 
—— Spelling-Book. 


——— Child's 


 — Child's Delight, with an Engl: 

Grammer- | | 

Lawrence's Parents Groans over 
Wicked Children. 

Lamb's New-Years-Giit. 

— — Religious Family. 

——at Mrs, Sarah. Lye's Funeral. 

Little Peace-Makerx.. 

Larfon's Magna Chirtde 

Aead's aloft Chriſtian, | 

Oliver's T:;fent for Teeming Wo- 
men. 

Peck's beſt way to mend the World. 

—Inſeparable Union between Chrif 
and a Believer. 

ayo, of Prayer. 

Drelinconrt's Proteſtants Self-defence. 

Mead's Spiritual Wiſdom. 

Seckor's Wedding-Ring fit for the 
Finger: | | 

white's Little . Bgok for little Chil- 


ren. | 

Newcomb's help to the improvement 
of Sickneſs. | 

Phelps's Ameapon tor the laſs of 
a Good Man. Cs 

——a Caveat againſt Drunkeane(s. 

Proverbial Sentences. 

Period of Humane Life. 

De of the Period of Huma:::: 

ue, | 

Plain Man's Detence againſt Popety. 

Dr. Rive!'s Lite. 

Biſhop Reyno/d's Meditations on the 
Fall of Peter. 

Compleat Stateſman, or Shaftsbnry's 
Life. 

S tockton's Life. 

— beſt Intereſt. 

Mather, of Witches. 

—— of remarkable Providence. 

—- of Drunkeanels. 

Scholar's daily Task. 
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Fincent*s Spirit of Prayer. 


— Litcle. Child's Catechiſm. 

— of ? IVE, 

—Wor:ny Walking. 

—Love 79 unſeen Chriſt. 

Sheffiela*« Diſcourſe of Excuſes. 

Tomlin's ©application to the Sove- 
reign }Jaoge. 

—— Grc:t Daty of Chriſtians. 

Watſon's 7-1 for the Godly. 

— DD; © Cordial. 

—-£-'* Jenial. 

Sr:vsy of Quakeriſm. 

--aw's Divine Art of Memory. 

eſt s Legacy. 

Mrs. Damarss Pearce's Life, or Re- 
mains. | 

Excellency of Chriſt, by 7. 7. 

Wadſworth's ferzous Eh: iationto a 
Selt-Examiination. 

—— his two laſt %e::- 

Dr. F”illir's Key of kg viiigce, 

Day of Doom. 

rwillard of Juitification. 

Gearing 0: Brotheiy-Love. 

V=!come Communicant. - 

S/-.,, + Uprighcnefs. 

Ms, ed | 

Ells - © ':ig-Book, 

Vincen, :ration of the Aﬀſem- 


blies «. . ls 
Crrham's'\ 31... f Scandal. 
Ler's Chriſt : | nous Titles, &c. 
Curivus Diſtillato: y. 
Mazckenzy's Fan-'y Catechilm, | 
Gerhard's Mediti:... 5 againſt fear of 


Death. 
Burthog of Truth #1 ' Yeaſon. 
Myſtery of Mai. - .. vary. 
Cramp's Parable. 
Lives of the Apottics. 


Catech! {mas C atec 1 ,andas, 
Troughton agaii./; Popery. 


Owen's 


Owen's Church of Rome no Safeguard. 

Cheer's Looking-Glalſs for Children. 

Lougher's precious Promiſes. 

Cook of Naked Brealts. 

Cellins's Arirhmetick. 

Lockzer's Young Man's Call and 
Duty. 

Miege's French Grammer. 

Harbinger to the King of Glory. 

Perkins's Catechiſm, 

Ames's Marrow of Divinity. _ 

Lively Oracles of the Author of che 
Duty of Man. 

Bunyan's Lite of Mr. Badman. 

Divine Breathings. - Second Part. - 

Davis's Hebrew Grammar. 

Okely's Ebenezer : Or, a {mall Monu- 
ment of God's Mercy. 

Baxter ae Analogia, 

Mitchel s Diicourſe of Glory. 

Way to Honour: | 

Poſeing-Book for Scholars. 

Marty's Letter of Advice. 

Banyan's (eaſonable Counſel. 

Cockain's Poems. 

Le Grand's Divine Epicarns. 

Hagh's Grammattice Diſputationes, 

Crofton of Death. 

Sheffield's Catechiſm, 

Church Catechiſm, in 2zeft. and 
Anſwer. 

Equirableneſs of Goa's Law. 


T hefe Books lately Prinzed. 


?ones's Farewell Sermon. 

—— Sermon of Family Daties. 

A brief Tract on the Fourth Com- 
mandment; in which is diſcovered 
the cauſe of all our Controveriies 
about the Sabbath Day, 2nd the 
means of reconciling them , re- 
commended by the Reverend Dr. 
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Eates and Mr. ?ohn How, 
Allen's {ure Guide to Heaven. 
God and Religiqn, by f. . | 
Communicants Inſtructor, or a Sa- 

cramental Catechiſm. 

Shaw's Adam Abel, Vain Man. 

—- different Humors of Men. 

Waae's Redemption of Time. 

Corbet's Yelf-Imployment in ſecret. 

A Sermon preached at the Aflizes 
held at St. Eamonds-Bury, March 
18, 169+. by Sam. Peck, Lecturer 
of Ipſwich, 

The C2ule and Cure of Diviſions, in 
two Sermons3 by Richard Mayo, 
late Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

Biſhop of Bath and Wells Sermon be- 
fore-cthe King and Queen, Nov.5.92. 

David Jones's tarewel Sermon to the 
united Pariſhes in Lombara-ſtreet. 
—— his Sermon of Family-Daties. 

The Midnight Cry : A Sermon by 
Mr. 7ohn Maſon. | | 

The Nature of Juſtification open'd, 
by Mr. Gibbons, ſometime Preacher 
in Black-fryers, London, 

A Sermon preached at St. 24lared's 
Poultry, London, Jan. 3. 169<; ' by 
7ohn Lord Biſhop of Chichefter, and 
late Rector of the ſaid Church, 
upon his leaving that Pariſh. 

Peace in War by Chriſt the Prince 
of Peace: ,a Sermon preached up- : 
on the Faſt-day,. 7#ne 26. --96, by 
Francis Fuller M. A. 

England's Alarm : being an Account 
of God's moſt confiderable Dif- 
p<nlations of Judgment and Mercy 
for 14 years laſt paſt 5 dedicated - 
to the King and Queen. 

An Eilay to revive the ancient Edu- 
cation of young Gentlewomen in 
Religion , Mararers, Arts and \ 

Tonguesz + 
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Tongues; with an Anſwer to Ob- 

jections to the contrary. 

A Sermon preached upon the Reſto- 

' ring of the late Coin. 

Dr. Colingss Sermon upon the Hap- 
pineſs of Brethren dwelling toge- 
ther in Unity. 

—— his Improvableneſs of Water- 
baptiſm. ; 
The Church of Rome no ſafe Guide ; 

by Dr. 7obn Owen. 
—=- his Faith and Order of Congre- 

- gational Churches. | 

The Church's Security in the midſt 
of all Dangers,by Robert white B.D. 
and Miniſter of Kidderminſter, wor- 
ſeer ſtire, 

-— his Sermon at the Funeral of 
Mr. Baldwin, a Nonconformiſt Mi- 
niſter. 

Principles of Proteſtant Truth and 
Peace, in 4 Parts, by Tho. Beverh, 

An Antidote againſt Quakeriſm , 
by Steph. Scanderett. 

An Account of the Bleſſed Trinity 
argued from the Nature of the ſu- 
preme Spirit, coincident with the 
Scripture-doctine in all the Ar. 
ticles of the Catholick Creed, by 
William Burrough, Rector of Chenss 
in Backs, 

A ſhort Story of the Riſe. Reign and 
Ruin of the Antinomians,Familiſts 
and Libertines that infeted the 
Churches of New-England, 

One Diflertation concerning the An- 

tiquity of Temples : wherein is 

ſhown, that there were none be- 
fore the Tabernacle erected by 

Atoſes in the Wilderneſs, from 

Hiſtory, ſacred and prophane : by 

Toſeph Hill, Editor of Schrevelis x 

Lexicon. 


of Books, &Cc. 


An Exercitation upon that Caſe of 
Conſcience , viz. Whether it b& 
lawful for a perſon to act con- 
trary to the Opinion of his own 
Conſcience, formed ſrom Argu- 
ments that appear to him proba- 
ble, tho not neceflary or demon- 
ſtrative : by 7obn Collivgs, D. D. 

Dr. Robert wild s Letter of Thanks 
on King Charles the Second grant- 
ing Livercy of Conſcience. 

An Account of the Earthquake in 

amaica 1692, | 

A Diſcourſe of the Love of Chritt, 
by wiliam Sheppard, Miniſter at 
Ou ndle 1n Northamptonſhire, 

Sheba's Conſpiracy and Amaſa's Con- 
federacy, or a modeſt Vindication 
of the Nazjonal Aſſociation entred 
1nto by the Houſe of Commons, 
Feb 25. 1695. 

The Proteſtant King protected, and 
the Popiſh Kings detected and de- 
feared, in -a Sermon preached art 
Clerkenwell on the Thankſgiving- 

day, Apr.16. 1696. both by D. Pead, 
Chaplain to his Grace Jen Duke 
of Newcaſtle. 


Lately publiſhed, in Folio, 

Sermons. and Diſcourſes on ſever: 
Divine Subjects, by the late Re- 
verend and learned Divine Mr. Da- 
vid Clarkson B. D. ſometime Fel- 
low of Clare Hall, Cambridge. 

Mr. Poo!'s Annotacions on the Bible, 
2 Vo]. 3d Edit. with an Addition 
of a Concordance and Contents to 
each Chapter ; by Mr. Sam. Clark. 


FiNTS. 


